Tease - Shield Forged

ELS NARRATION: WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO CREATE SOMETHING THAT ENDURES, A LEGACY?

ANNC: And the International team for the first time has captured the Presidents Cup.

ELS NARRATION: IT ALL STARTS WITH HARD WORK, COMMITMENT TO A CAUSE.

NATS HAMMER

ELS NARRATION: WITH EVERY STRIKE OF METAL, PROGRESS.

NATS SANDING

ELS NARRATION: IT TAKES STRENGTH. TEMPERS WILL BE TESTED, 

ANNC: Just flat out missed it.

ELS NARRATION: SINEWS STRAINED.

ANNC: Oh, he just ripped this one.

ELS NARRATION: YOU NEED RESILIENCE. THE JOURNEY TO MASTERY IS LONG.

NATS GROANS

ELS NARRATION: BUT EVEN IN THE DARKEST MOMENTS...

ANNC: That’s a full point for the Americans

ELS NARRATION: THERE ARE ALWAYS SPARKS OF LIGHT.

ELS NARRATION: AND THE HEAT OF BATTLE FORMS THE STRONGEST BONDS.

ANNC: That is exactly the kind of ignition the Internationals need.

ELS NARRATION: IF YOU CAN BRING ALL THESE ELEMENTS TOGETHER, AND STAY THE COURSE...

ELS NARRATION: THEN MAYBE, YOU'RE FORGED FOR GREATNESS.

THIS IS THE ROAD TO THE PRESIDENTS CUP – BROUGHT TO YOU BY GLOBAL PARTNERS ROLEX … ONE PASSWORD… AND COGNIZANT.


Opening Standup

JUST AS THE SHIELD WAS IN 20-19 - THE 20-24 INTERNATIONAL TEAM IS NOW OFFICIALLY FORGED...

GOOD AFTERNOON AND BONJOUR EVERYONE, I'M PAIGE MACKENZIE - AND THANKS FOR JOINING US FOR EPISODE THREE OF ROAD TO THE PRESIDENTS CUP – WHERE WE WILL EXPLORE THE GLOBAL TEAM THAT CAPTAIN WEIR WILL UNITE IN HIS HOMELAND TO CHALLENGE FOR THE COVETED CUP.

THE LOCAL HERO WILL HAVE HIS WORK CUT OUT FOR HIM AS IT'S BEEN MORE THAN 20-YEAR'S SINCE THE INTERNATIONAL SIDE HAS TAKEN DOWN THE STRONG U-S CONTINGENT...

AND IN ORDER TO KEEP THE MOMENTUM ALIVE FROM THE EXCITEMENT AND COMPETITIVENESS FROM THE PAST TWO PLAYINGS - THE KEY TO UNLOCK 
SUCCESS IS SIMPLE....

UNITE BEHIND THE SHIELD.


Meaning of The Shield - Player Perspective

KIM SOT: We're players from different environments, from different countries. And to kind of have at least one logo for us players just kind of brings everyone together and makes us feel a little closer as teammates. 

SCOTT SOT: THE shield now has significant meaning for international players, certainly the players who've been on the team. 

BEZUIDENHOUT SOT: When I put that shield on for the first time, it gave me a similar feeling of representing something more than just yourself. Playing for your country, but you play for the shield as well. 

CONNERS SOT: It gives the team an identity and you know, we're all really proud to wear the shield and it's a huge honor to represent the international team. 

ADAM SCOTT: The players who are aspiring to make the team and even kids one day looking up to make the team understand what the shield means. And I think that's a huge part of the international team's evolution.

The Aussies

OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS, THE SHIELD HAS BEEN THE IDENTITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM ... BUT OVER THE COURSE OF THE PAST 21 YEARS, ADAM SCOTT HAS BEEN ITS FACE ... 

ANNC: There was so much talk, and obviously rightly so, about Adam Scott kind of being a fifth captain. I mean, he's got that kind of presence on the team.  

THE AUSSIE HAS PLAYED IN 49 MATCHES OVER THE PREVIOUS 10 PRESIDENTS CUPS DATING BACK TO 2003 ... 

ADAM SCOTT:  Qualifying for 11 straight Presidents Cups is certainly a highlight in the career, but it's because it only comes around every couple of years. I'm really determined to keep making this team while I'm out on TOUR, being competitive and making sure the internationals get another victory. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF SCOTT WILL BE COMPLIMENTED BY THE ENERGY OF FIRST TIMER, MIN WOO LEE.
 
ANNC: He is one of the more exciting players that we have on the PGA TOUR; a potential budding superstar. 

MIN WOO LEE:  A Presidents Cup was on my mind from a young age just because, you know, that's a team event that I can play in. I haven't played, you know, a team event like this in a in a very long time, but I've heard a lot from past experiences from people, it is a pretty special feeling. 

LEE'S OLYMPIC TEAMMATE, JASON DAY, NOW JOINS HIM REPRESENTING THE BLACK AND GOLD ... MARKING DAY'S RETURN TO THE INTERNATIONALS FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 20-17.


Jason Day Feature

JASON DAY: What does Jason Day bring to the International team? Just some experience and hopefully bring a little bit of humor to the room would be nice, too. 
  
JASON DAY: It's going to be interesting to be one of the older guys in the team room, even though I act, a lot younger than what I am age wise. 
 
NOW 36-YEARS-OLD, THE FOUR-TIME INTERNATIONAL TEAM MEMBER LAST PLAYED IN THE PRESIDENTS CUP WHEN HE WAS 29. 
 
… THOUGH IT FEELS LIKE WORLDS AGO … 
 
ANNC: Brilliant shot by Jason Day. 
 
AS HIS JOURNEY BACK TO PROMINENCE HAS BEEN PLAGUED BY CONTINUAL SETBACKS … WHICH ULTIMATELY COST HIM HIS SPOT ON THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM IN 20-19 … JUST AS THE SQUAD’S RENEWED CHARACTER STARTED TO TAKE SHAPE … 
 
JASON DAY: I was going through that process with Ernie that transitioned into that new identity. I was injured and I wasn't able to play and I missed a couple since then. I've had to work my way kind of out of the position I was in with the injuries. 
 
BEFORE THE INJURIES, DAY HAD THE WORLD IN THE PALM OF HIS HANDS … 
 
ANNC: Jason Day
ANNC: Jason Day with a birdie at the 72nd! 
ANNC: Once again showing he’s the best in the world!  
ANNC: There is a new number one in golf! Jason Day is on top of the world 
 
FRESH OFF OF A FIVE-WIN SEASON IN 20-15, DAY WAS THE CLEAR-CUT LEADER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SQUAD IN SOUTH KOREA … 
 
ANNC: How many times this year did we see that! 
 
BUT TURNED IN AN OH-4-AND-1 PERFORMANCE … 
 
JASON DAY: I felt disappointed in my game because I was number one in the world and I just didn't quite give the energy that I wanted to in that in that Presidents Cup.
 
ANNC: Jason Day has not shown up this week. Just disastrous. 
 
JASON DAY: Looking back on it, I just felt like I could have just done a little bit more. 
 
DAY’S STRUGGLE IN THE 20-15 PRESIDENTS CUP IS A MICROCOSM OF THE OVERALL HARDSHIPS OF THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM …  
 
AND FORESHADOWED MORE OF HIS OWN STRUGGLES SINCE … ALL CALLUSES THAT HAVE HELPED RE-SHAPE A WINNING MINDSET IN BOTH THE TEAM, AND DAY HIMSELF. 
 
JASON DAY: It's hard to be on the receiving end of losing that's difficult because those guys out there actually giving their heart, but there has been a lot of positives.  
 
JASON DAY: Trying to work my way back was, a hard five years. But I feel like I had a lot more to give in my game. 
 
ANNC: Jason Day, for the first time in five years, is a winner on the PGA TOUR! 

JASON DAY: I'm trying to get back to number one in the world. The hard work and dedication that everyone puts in every single week, we had to kind of dive deep into it because it was more about a lifestyle and kind of very similar to when I was trying to become number one in the world.  
  
ANNC: He has been through so much since his last win. 

JASON DAY: I'm glad I went through that journey in my career because careers aren't always up and is kind of jagged roads, you know, and that will lead to ultimately what you want to achieve. 
 
NOW 33RD IN THE WORLD, THE AUSSIE IS AN AUTOMATIC QUALIFIER FOR CAPTAIN WEIR’S TEAM … RETURNING TO A COUNTRY WHICH SPURRED HIS ASCENSION IN 2015 … 
  
AND NOW – OFFICIALLY READY … TO REPRESENT THE SHIELD FOR THE FIRST TIME. 
 
JASON DAY: It's nice to be able to play under one flag knowing that we're all competing for each other and competing there for the rest of the world. As the years have progressed, the team dynamic and the way that we look at things have changed ultimately for the positive. And I think it will grow over time. 
 
JASON DAY: I'm hoping to play in many more of these and be able to accumulate more points and try and do my job which will ultimately help the team. I've got the experience and I feel like my game's just as good as anyone else when I'm playing well. 

 
Bump rest of show

STILL TO COME... 

ANNC: What a great scene here that is at the first tee. 

ADAM SCOTT: It gone from big to enormous. 

NATS: Woah! Yeah!  

ADAM SCOTT: The first tee was such a great experience. 

THE INTENSITY OF THE PRESIDENTS CUP IS SECOND TO NONE – BROUGHT ON BY MANY FACTORS...  

TOM KIM: You're playing for more than yourself. You have this burden of trying not to let down your team.

AND DRIVEN BY HISTORY AND HEARTACHE, THE NEW SYMBOL OF EXCELLENCE UNITES THE COMMON GOAL BETWEEN MANY CULTURES.

MIKE WEIR: This logo has brought guys together much more.  

COREY CONNERS: We're all really proud to wear the shield.


Int'l Team Bonding

IN AN ONGOING EFFORT TO BUILD TEAM CAMARADERIE, CAPTAIN WEIR HAS GATHERED INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR FOR TEAM DINNERS.

AND THE TEAM BONDING WAS EVIDENT EARLY IN THE SEASON …

MIKE WEIR: I know a lot of the veteran guys that will be on our team, but some of the new guys get them educated on what our team's all about, what we're looking for, and what we expect for that week. 

MIN WOO LEE: Mike's been great for our team so far. Couple of dinners and it was very nice to be around Jason, be around Adam and all the other internationals.

MIKE WEIR NATS: I really appreciate you guys coming here. Just, there’s nothing too formal about this evening. It’s about us guys getting together, getting to know one another, familiarizing ourselves.

MIKE WEIR: We're trying to find that edge to not just be competitive, but to win. We're not a disjointed group of guys from all over the world. The shield and this logo has brought guys together much more. And, you know, we're going to be tough.


Asian Players on Team

ALREADY BONDED BY COUNTRY ARE THE SOUTH KOREANS, WHO FEATURE SOME OF THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM’S STRONGEST COMPETITORS ... 

ANNC: Got it! He wanted the big stage, he got it, and he delivered! 

TOM KIM RETURNS FOR HIS SECOND STINT AFTER A BREAKOUT PERFORMANCE IN HIS 20-22 DEBUT ... 

TOM KIM: My first Presidents Cup just was so passionate and wanted to do so much for our team. It is the one week where we get to play on a team environment and after the last one, I want to be on the next team again. There's so much joy for that one week. You’re not playing for yourself. 

MIKE WEIR: Tom just brings so much energy to our team. It's great to have that. He's a big part of this team and can spur on some of the other Korean guys. 

JOINING KIM WILL BE SUNGJAE IM, WHO HAS WON 50 PERCENT OF HIS MATCHES IN HIS PREVIOUS TWO PRESIDENTS CUP APPEARANCES ... 

ANNC: Sungjae gonna take a run here!? Oh! And a one down in the hole! 

AND BEN AN RETURNS TO THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE HE SECURED TWO POINTS IN 20-19 ... 

ANNC: Big Putt! Captain Els liked that one! 

BEN AN: It's been pretty close last few of them so hopefully Canada this year we have a great run again and. I really think we have a great chance. 
THE FINAL KOREAN ON THE TEAM IS SI WOO KIM – WHO EARNED HIS WAY ON VIA A CAPTAIN’S SELECTION.
ANNC: To take a 1-up lead over Justin Thomas … Ohhh...
THANKS IN PART TO HIS EXPERIENCE IN TWO OTHER PLAYINGS, NOTABLY IN 20-22 WHERE HE LED THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM WITH 3 POINTS.
 ANNC: Great to see the emotion come pouring out of a guy like Si Woo Kim.
BUT LEADING THE WAY FOR THE ASIAN-REPRESENTATION IS JAPAN'S HIDEKI MATSUYAMA – THE LEADING QUALIFIER FOR CAPTAIN WEIR'S SQUAD – AND A STAPLE FOR THE INTERNATIONALS SINCE HE MADE HIS DEBUT NEARLY A DECADE AGO ... 

 
Hideki Feature

ANNC: How ‘bout Hideki Matsuyama. First Presidents Cup appearance. Number 30 in the world already as a 21-year-old.

ADAM SCOTT: I've enjoyed watching Hideki’s game. I’ve played a fair amount with him over this time.

ANNC: Such poise. Such talent. At such a young age. Adam Scott and Hideki Matsuyama, 2&1 winners.

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA: Adam was my partner at my first Presidents Cup and my goal was to beat these guys in a tournament someday, so I feel that has helped me a little to get where I am today.

ANNC: Matsuyama-san, for his birdie to win the hole … Yeah! So this young man continues to impress!

NICK PRICE: Hideki Matsuyama is proving to be probably one of the Japanese players who I'm convinced he's gonna win a Major Championship. I think it's just a matter of time. 

EIGHT MONTHS FOLLOWING HIS PRESIDENTS CUP DEBUT, HIDEKI MATSUYAMA RETURNED TO THAT SAME VENUE AND CAPTURED HIS FIRST PGA TOUR WIN …

ANNC: Matsuyama! Makes the Memorial his maiden voyage to victory!

JAPAN’S GREATEST GOLFING PRODIGY HAS ADDED A FULL RESUME SINCE, INCLUDING THE COUNTRY’S FIRST MEN’S MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP…

ANNC: Masterful performance by Matsuyama!

SHIGEKI MARUYAMA: The fact that a golfer from Japan became a major champion is downright sensational. It's amazing. The entire nation went crazy. I'm expecting Hideki to stack up more wins going forward, inspiring Japanese golfers to dream even bigger. 

MATSUYAMA HAS EXCEEDED THE EXPECTATIONS AND ASSUMED HIS PLACE ATOP THE MOUNTAIN WITH THE MOST PGA TOUR VICTORIES BY ANY ASIAN-BORN PLAYER.

ANNC: Oh yeah! Matsuyama with a round at Riviera that will long be remembered! Ninth career win. First player from Japan to win the Genesis. 

AND FULLY ROUNDED OUT A DECADE OF SUCCESS WITH HIS 10TH WIN IN AS MANY YEARS.
ANNC: He’s got his first playoff win! The champion here in Memphis!
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA: I just try to focus on what I need to do and work very hard. I am just fortunate that my hard work has paid off, so there are no secrets.

MATSUYAMA’S SUCCESS ON TOUR HAS BEEN SYNONYMOUS WITH HIS PLACE ON THE INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENTS CUP TEAM – WITH 9.5 POINTS IN FIVE APPEARANCES …

ANNC: Hideki Matsuyama, the second-most experienced Presidents Cup player on the International team. 

MIKE WEIR: We look to guys like Hideki and Adam Scott, like captains. Hideki’s really embraced the role and does whatever we ask of him. And he works as hard as anybody and he wants to win those points as much as anybody.

ANNC: 3&2 victory for Adam Scott and Hideki Matsuyama.

ADAM SCOTT: I can see how under control he is out on the golf course compared to when he first came. His consistency, I think, is probably a little overlooked these days. How well he's played these first 10 years of his career.

ANNC: Matsuyama for birdie … Matsuyama watches that one disappear! 

HIDEKI MATSUYAMA: Being on the losing side for the last 10 years and losing five in a row, I definitely want to win the next one and all of my teammates probably feel the same way.


What Brings so Much Intensity

KIM SOT: There's just something about these team events. You’re playing for more than yourself. My teammates, my captains want me to make that putt more than me.

AN SOT: You know, you play as a team feeling contributed something, you know, making a putt here and there. It's a very unique event that we have every two years.

SCOTT SOT: It's an environment that we don't normally play in. All the players understand how hard they worked to qualify. And they try and make the most of it and embrace it. And great things can happen.

TOM KIM: The amount of pressure that goes into your mind and your heart. There's so many things going on and there's not a single event that brings the same amount of emotions and nerves that come into team events.

Standup - Korean Representation

PLAYERS FROM SOUTH KOREA HAVE SHOWN TO BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE EVENT AND HAVE LEANT TO SOME OF THE MOST MEMORABLE REACTIONS IN RECENT MEMORY DUE TO THE INTENSITY WARRANTED BY THE COMPETITION.

STARTING WITH K.J. CHOI IN 2003, TO THE RISE OF SI WOO KIM, BEN AN, AND SUNGJAE IM…

AND MOST RECENTLY, THE EMERGENCE OF TOM KIM AND THE LATE HEROICS HE DISPLAYED FOR THE SHIELD IN 2022...

CEMENTING THAT THESE PLAYERS WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE AN IMPACT THIS SEPTEMBER.


Tom Kim Feature

PRODUCER: What does Tom Kim bring to the international team?
TOM KIM: I guess…Energy. 
TOM KIM: I'm just getting goosebumps thinking about it right now.
TOM KIM: I'm very passionate out there. So I think energy is a big thing, especially as a young guy, just trying to be a little bit of a small voice for our team. I want my teammates to know I'm playing as hard as I can.

When you can have a few fist bumps or a few roars, you know, I think that can definitely get a team going, gives the team a boost.

ANNC: (International team celebrations)

TOM KIM: I had a little bit of a moment there in my last Presidents Cup where just the whole team was just watching over you and you have this burden of trying not to let down your partners and let down your team or let down your captains. 

ANNC: Already multiple fist pumps and energy from Tom Kim today. Can’t imagine what he’ll do if this one lands to win. 

TOM KIM: I just love that environment because you’re playing for more than yourself and I was just ready to go

ANNC: Got it! (Tom’s point winning putt goes in)
TOM KIM: It just got very, very aggressive and I was feeling like I was about to go to war, all that stuff just, I think brings such a special environment.

TOM KIM: Luckily I have one experience under my belt and going to our home ground the crowds are going to be great, they’re going to be very feisty, and I can’t wait to get those Canadian crowds going.

KIM ADOPTING CANADA AS HOME GROUND IS SYMBOLIC OF THE UNITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM – CONSIDERING HIS OWN ROOTS IN KOREA IS SOME 7 THOUSAND MILES AWAY…

TOM KIM: I think it's really big for Asia because America feels really far away. The PGA TOUR feels really far away. 

TOM KIM: You work really hard. And all you think about during practice is kind of making it to the tour. And you kind of have that grit and kind of have that swag.

ANNC: How about that touch?

ANNC: This is Ben An…big putt!  

TOM KIM: That survive mode I think is really, really important, especially in these team events, because they can get very competitive. You're playing for a lot more than yourself. So, I think when we can bring that momentum to the team and have success it'd be really good for golf internationally.

KIM’S PRIDE FOR TEAM AND COUNTRY REPRESENTS THE GROUP’S MINDSET… ALL STEMMING BACK TO THE SHIELD AS NOT JUST A LOGO, BUT A PHILOSOPHY.

TOM KIM: Being in that camaraderie environment for literally one week out of the two years, it's just, it's so special and it brings friendships closer. And I think that's how us players bond.

TOM KIM: We're not just one country. We're players from different environments, from different countries. And to kind of have at least one logo for us players just kind of brings everyone together and makes us feel a little closer as teammates. 

CAMARADERIE…AND A CULTURE BUILT BY ITS HISTORY. 

WHILE THE TEAMS PAST IS DOMINATED BY HEARTACHE…IT’S SOMETHING THAT’S EMBRACED BY EACH WHO DON THE BLACK AND GOLD. 

EVEN IF SOME HAVE ONLY FELT IT ONCE.

TOM KIM: Us internationals haven't really had much success in Presidents Cup. I left that Sunday it was heartbreaking but I won my second PGA Tour event, literally my next event after the Presidents Cup. 

ANNC: Tom Kim is a two-time winner before the age of 21 on the PGA TOUR. (Tom wins Shriner’s Childrens Open 2022)

TOM KIM: My game’s in a really good spot where I feel like all I need to do is just try to figure out the golf course and literally just execute to what I see. And building up to this Presidents Cup, putting is a big difference. I think just around the greens just being really sharp and if you told me to putt to win the President's Cup I would love to have a chance and there's not a single event that brings the same amount of emotions and nerves that come into team events so if I can have a few more of these under my belt by the time I finish my career, I'd be I'd be pretty proud.

TOM KIM: If we keep knocking on the door, we'll have our chances and to be a part of the shield and when we do win our first Presidents Cup, it's going to be very, very special in the history books.


Rejoin

THIS IS THE ROAD TO THE PRESIDENTS CUP – BROUGHT TO YOU BY GLOBAL PARTNERS ROLEX … ONE PASSWORD… AND COGNIZANT.

Ernie - The Shield Creation

ERNIE ELS: America's 500 million people, but the rest of the world is 6 billion so you're representing a huge mass of a very skilled people. And for you to make the team as an international player is a huge deal. 

ERNIE ELS: For the longest time we played under a flag, but it was just kind of an international flag. And then your respective country flag, but as a team, what was our identity, what was our mission, what was our statement?  

ANNC: That's been the challenge for captains of the international team, bringing players from different countries, together as a team, I don't think anyone has spent more time doing that than Ernie Els 

ERNIE ELS: From the 2017 Cup, we went into 2019 with a very different look. We use our own colors for our uniforms and our logo is a special logo. 

ANNC: The shield, you can see it on the caddies chest there, now they all play under that 

ERNIE ELS: I went to special units of soldiers and special units in business and asked them, what the ethos was all about. I just wanted to bring that feel and taste into our Presidents Cup teams 

ERNIE ELS: Only the people on the team know what the logo stands for. The players that enter that group and put that logo on his chest, he understands what his role is to play a Presidents Cup for the international team. 

ANNC: I firmly believe that unification, that all playing under that one shield, I would not be surprised if the international squad would potentially take home the cup in Montreal. 

ERNIE ELS: You make it into a 12 selected group of very special golfers. I wanted you to really accept that and feel that you are you into some seriously special territory.


Standup - Weir

THE LEARNINGS AND HEARTACHE FROM EVERY CAPTAIN WHO HAVE LED THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM IS A DRIVING FORCE TO BE AT THE HEALM OF THE TEAM THAT FINALLY BREAKS THE WINLESS DROUGHT. 

IT'S A HUNGER THAT'S NOT JUST ENGRAINED IN PAST CAPTAINS, BUT IN THE STALWARTS THAT HAVE ENDURED THE SAME HARDSHIPS, AND EVEN THE NEWCOMERS JUST STARTING TO EMBRACE THAT CULTURE AND GRIT REPRESENTED IN THE SHIELD. 

AND THE ONE RESPONSIBLE TO CONVEY THAT PROPERLY THIS YEAR – MIKE WEIR – IS THE PERFECT FIT TO DO JUST THAT.


Weir Profile

MIKE WEIR: My goal is to find out what's inside these guys. Sometimes passion and smarts and some other intangibles can override maybe some deficiencies you might have. 

NEVER THE BIGGEST IN STATURE, MIKE WEIR ALWAYS FOUND A WAY TO PERSERVERE – THANKS TO THE CONFIDENCE HE BUILT THOUGHOUT HIS UPBRINGING.

MIKE WEIR: Growing up being a smaller guy and always hearing that, you're too small, you don't hit far enough. I grew up playing team sports – hockey, baseball, volleyball, basketball. When the opportunity came for me in my first Presidents Cup in 2000, how excited I was to be on a team again. 

ANNC: Mike Weir will have a chance to close it out against Lehman and Roberts ... 

TOM LEHMAN: He proved a lot in a hurry. The first time I played with him, I remember saying to my caddie, 'this guy is going to be a world beater.' 

ANNC: Point number three! 

TOM LEHMAN: A tenacious, tough competitor who just never seems to kind of back away from the moment. 

ANNC: Mike Weir with a chance to win the hole ... there you go! 

MIKE WEIR: This is my third year on the TOUR and you know I think people are starting to get to know me now and know that I have a pretty good game.   

ADAM SCOTT: For any of the younger guys, if they want to see what Mike's made of, they just need to watch him play Tiger in '07 at Royal Montreal and they know they've got a great leader. 

ANNC: How pure was that!? ... He's got Tiger one down. And he's staying calm; that's very important. 

MIN WOO LEE: Mike's had an unbelievable career. He's one of the couple people that have beat Tiger. 

RETIEF GOOSEN: Mike is a very steady, mentally strong person.  

DAVID TOMS: I consider Mike a grinder. 

STUART APPLEBY: Tough competitor. 

RETIEF GOOSEN: Definitely has the right temperament and mentality to be a great captain. 

COREY CONNERS: He's a quiet leader, but he's going to get us ramped up and it's going to be really exciting to play for him and his passion for the game and for this event really shines through. 

WEIR PLAYED IN FIVE PRESIDENTS CUPS – ONLY SITTING OUT ONE SESSION – AND EARNED 14 POINTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM WITH A 13-9-AND 2 RECORD ... 

MIKE WEIR: If I think back to my own career, the Presidents Cup memories are right at the top of the list compared to my own individual achievements. 

ERNIE ELS: The best player to ever have come out of Canada. He's been such an influential member of our team throughout all the years as a player and as assistant captain. He knows what we need to do. 

PUTTING TEAM AHEAD OF SELF EMBODIES THE MAN THAT WEIR IS ... HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS INCLUDE EIGHT PGA TOUR VICTORIES, HIGHLIGHTED BY CANADA'S ONLY MEN'S MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP... THE 2003 MASTERS. 

COREY CONNERS: I remember watching him win the Masters and beating Tiger in Sunday at the singles in the Presidents Cup at Royal Montreal. He really motivated me to work hard and try and be like Mike. 

MACKENZIE HUGHES: Mike is definitely the guy that’s inspiring us to try and do these things and to realize that they were possible, just a testament to never giving up. 

ADAM SCOTT: He's a national hero and I think it's fitting that he's the captain in Canada and also be fitting that we kind of get the victory on home soil. 

JIM FURYK: He's seen what's worked, what hasn't. He's learned from Trevor, from Ernie. Wrapping that all up with being here in Montreal and being in Canada, I mean, Mike is obviously a clear-cut choice. 

ERNIE ELS: Having an icon of Canadian sport like Mike, being the captain in Canada is going to be huge. It's going to be epic. 

MACKENZIE HUGHES: I definitely look up to Mike and he's someone that I can lean on for some advice and mentorship and very fortunate to be able to do that.

TOM KIM: I'm very honored to play for Mike in his home country. And hopefully, all of us would be able to play well enough to bring him that cup. 

CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: He doesn't want anything less than to lift the trophy and make the Canadian people proud. Make his country proud. 

COREY CONNERS: If Mike were able to lead the international team to win the Cup in his home country. He's achieved a lot in the game. But I think this would be a great for his great career.  

MIKE WEIR: It starts to hit home a little bit that it's not too far around the corner. Very excited about the opportunity. I feel like I brought a certain amount of grit and determination to our team. So that's what I'm trying to instill in our guys. 

AND ONE ISOLATED EXPERIENCE IN HIS HOMELAND MOTIVATED WEIR TO A DEFINING MOMENT IN HIS CAREER.


Weir Animation

MIKE WEIR: So 2007, Sunday morning, I get up, have breakfast, read the paper, and I read an article, something along the lines that said, ‘this match is going to be like feeding a lamb to a lion’. 
 
MIKE WEIR: It just made me more motivated to be more focused to, you know, get in my head that I’m going to win this match.
 
MIKE WEIR: So, I went to the first tee with that attitude and got off to a nice start.

MIKE WEIR: As I walked back to the 18th tee, the match was tied. There was a lot of adrenaline pumping because I just made a big putt to pull even and Jack Nicklaus was standing on the tee. I had the honor after winning the last hole and hit a beautiful tee shot.

MIKE WEIR: As I was walking off that tee, I felt Jack, pull on the back of my shirt a little bit and say, “Hey, that was a great tee shot because he knew that--it was a tough moment. I’m playing Tiger and to stand up there and hit a tee shot like that.

MIKE WEIR: The crowd really walking up 18 was incredible. Gary Player was incredible. He walked over and gave me a hug in the fairway and it was a memorable day.

First Tee Buildout Animation

MIKE WEIR: There’s a lot going on, on the first tee of the President’s Cup. It’s an electric atmosphere. Those fans that were there in 2022, the enclosed atmosphere, stadium like feel. The chants from the crowd. There’s going to be that similar atmosphere but it’s all going to be wrapped in our home team black. 

JIM FURYK: You come from the putting green to enter in a stadium like atmosphere. Fans cheering from each side. There’s going to be a lot of Canadian fans and a lot of international fans cheering for their team and it just creates a lot of excitement. We as players, prepared our whole career for moments where you step on the first tee and you’re in that great atmosphere and there’s no place you’d rather be. 
ANNC: (FRENCH LANGUAGE)

ANNC: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the 2024 President’s Cup.

First Tee Feature

THE FIRST TEE EXPERIENCE – WHERE ALREADY HEIGHTENED NERVES ARE MAGNIFIED – AND PLAYERS ARE FORCED TO EMBRACE THEM RIGHT OFF THE BAT. 
 
ANNC: What a great scene here at the Presidents Cup. Those stands have been filled up at the first tee.  
  
AND QUAIL HOLLOW WAS A FITTING VENUE TO TAKE THE ATMOSPHERE TO NEW HEIGHTS.

TOM KIM: Literally all I thought to myself was let's (PROFANITY) go.

ANNC: It’s a Presidents Cup setting the likes of which we’ve never seen before.

NATS: Woah! Yeah! 
 
NATS: U-S-A! U-S-A!   

TOM KIM: Definitely something I wasn't expecting. And I think when I got to the first tee, there were a lot more nerves than I would have expected.

ANNC: Tom Kim cranks them up. This is how he likes it. 
CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: We've obviously nervous on a week-to-week basis on the first tee shot but that experience of standing a lot of the people cheering you on. That's a feeling that can’t be describe to anybody else but it’s very special.
AND WHILE THE PHYSCIAL STRUCTURE HAS GROWN THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, THE WEIGHT OF THE MOMENT HAS ALWAYS BEEN IMMEASURABLE. 
ADAM SCOTT: The first tee was such a great experience. It's gone from big to enormous. 

ADAM SCOTT: There was a lot of pressure in South Africa that week. I was incredibly nervous. I remember Ernie holding me back on the putting green. He's like, don't worry, we go as late as we can to the tee. You don't want to be hanging around on this tee. Somehow got one down off the tee and got going.

THIS YEAR’S STADIUM WILL SEAT ROUGHLY 25-HUNDERED FANS, MIMICKING THE BUILDOUT FROM 20-22, WHICH WAS THE LARGEST IN PRESIDENTS CUP HISTORY. 
  
ANNC Just a great scene to get going here.

ADAM SCOTT: It's different for everyone. It's an environment that we don't normally play in. It only comes around every couple of years.

MIKE WEIR: To hit that opening tee shot, you’ve got to control your adrenaline or use it to your advantage. 
MIN WOO LEE: It's going to be pretty nerve wracking, I know it's going to be exciting.
COREY CONNERS: Really unlike anything I had experienced before. The atmosphere is really crazy wouldn't expect anything different.
TOM KIM: They're going to be very feisty. I can't wait to get those Canadian crowds going.


Royal Montreal Host Course

THE FIRST TEE WILL SURELY BE ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE SPOTS AT THE ROYAL MONTREAL GOLF CLUB ... BUT THE OLDEST COURSE IN NORTH AMERICA HAS MUCH MORE TO OFFER THROUGH THE REMAINING 17-AND-A-HALF HOLES ... 

MIKE WEIR: It's a worthy venue. It's a great course. 

JIM FURYK: It's withstood the test of time. It's a wonderful golf course. It'll test all aspects of the player's game. And so, I think it's a great venue. 

COREY CONNERS: Royal Montreal's a really historic venue in Canada. It's a tricky golf course, but one that you can make a lot of birdies. 

STEWART CINK: Any sporting event held in an old city like Montreal is just going to be better because of the history and the generations of things that have occurred there. 

SCOTT DICKSON: The pride is very, very high because they know that Royal Montreal is on the world class scale. On our course record board, we have Jack Nicklaus' name, we have Tom Weiskopf's name. So, we've had phenomenal rounds of golf played. And we've been so proud to host some of the world's greatest players of all time.   

MIKE WEIR: The golf course is very traditional golf course. 

JIM FURYK: It's a good course for match play. I think it gives you a lot of options off the tee. 

WOODY AUSTIN: The uniqueness of that golf course is the slopes of the fairways are opposite. So, if the hole dog legs right, fairway slopes left. And so, it's difficult to keep the ball in the fairway. 

RETIEF GOOSEN: It's a great golf course. It's a lot of risk reward shots; a lot of water around. 

ANNC: And is this one headed for the water? Yes! 

STEWART CINK: There's a lot of water in play about midway through the back nine. Back-to-back par fours where you have to hit it out of some peninsulas and across the water to the greens. 

ANNC: And that ... went in the hazard. 

STEWART CINK: That part of the course is awesome for match play because there's a lot of cool shots coming down the stretch there where you have to decide how much you're going to take on. 

ANNC: He splashed it left in that water. Ugh, what a mistake! 

STUART APPLEBY: I expect some length I expect a different golf course, but I think the DNA of it will be very similar to '07. Crowds will be huge. Canadians love their sport. 

ADAM SCOTT: I have really strong memories of Royal Montreal. I can just see this being a really strong international crowd up there, something that we've been working towards for a long time, and I think that's going to really help lift our team.


Standup - Canadian Representation

ROYAL MONTREAL LOOKS TO BE PRIMED AND READY TO HOST THE PRESIDENTS CUP AND WITH 17 YEARS OF ANTICIPATION FROM THE LAST PLAYING, THE CANADIAN FAITHFUL WILL SURELY BE READY TO ROCK THE GROUNDS 

AND YOU COULD CALL IT EVEN MORE OF A HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM, WITH CAPTAIN WEIR AT THE HELM, AS WELL AS HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMEN HE SELECTED TO WIN BACK THE CUP.

YET, WHO TO SELECT OUT OF THE MANY WORTHY CANDIDATES TO REPRESENT THEIR HOME AND NATIVE LAND WAS SURELY ONE OF THE TOUGHEST DECISION HE HAD TO MAKE...





The Canadians

MIKE WEIR: I've always felt we've had a lot of talent in this country and now you see guys starting to break through and win and be in contention more often.

ANNC: Mike Weir, fellow Canadian, watching his two Canadians. First time two Canadians on the same Presidents Cup team.

AND THIS YEAR – A NEW RECORD OF THREE CANADIANS WILL JOIN CAPTAIN WEIR IN REPRESENTING THEIR HOMELAND.

STARTING WITH MACKENZIE HUGHES, WHO WILL MAKE HIS LONG-AWAITED INTERNATIONAL TEAM DEBUT AFTER NARROWLY MISSING OUT IN HIS ADOPTED HOMETOWN OF CHARLOTTE IN 20-22...

MACKENZIE HUGHES: I bring a lot of grit and determination, I love match play, I think I'm a good match play player.

HE’LL REPRESENT HIS TRUE HOME AND NATIVE LAND - AND BRING HIS STELLAR PERFORMANCE WITH THE FLATSTICK – RANKING 3RD IN ONE-PUTT PERCENTAGE - WHICH COULD MAKE HIM A GO-TO PARTNER FOR MANY ON THE TEAM.

MACKENZIE HUGHES: Royal Montreal is going to be unbelievable and competing in a Presidents Cup is already a huge honor, but then doing it on home soil would be this stuff a dreams.

TAYLOR PENDRITH IS BACK IN BLACK FOR HIS SECOND-CONSECUTIVE CUP...

TAYLOR PENDRITH: We've got a great team this year and we've embraced the underdog role and on paper, the U.S. team's super strong but we're here to surprise some people.

THE COMBINATION OF THE POWER AND FINESSE – RANKING IN THE TOP 10 IN BOTH DRIVING DISTANCE AND STROKES GAINED: PUTTING – AND THE CONFIDENCE OF HIS BREAKTHROUGH WIN - COULD HELP REDEEM HIMSELF AFTER GOING WINLESS IN 20-22...

TAYLOR PENDRITH: I'm a good driver of the ball. if i can get it in play and set my partner up in the fairway, that's probably my number one strength.

AND PENDRITH’S PARTNER THAT SAME YEAR, COREY CONNERS, ALSO RETURNS TO THE BLACK AND GOLD AFTER HIS DEBUT AT QUAIL HOLLOW – THANKS TO 12 TOP-25 FINISHES AND NO MISSED CUTS IN 22 STARTS.
Conners Mini

COREY CONNER: What I bring to the international team is consistency and hopefully a few points. 
 
WHAT CONNERS IS PLAYFULLY REFERENCING IS HIS RECORD TWO YEARS AGO – WHERE HE DIDN’T WIN A POINT IN 4 MATCHES. 
  
SHOCKING – CONSIDERING THE CONSISTENCY IN HIS CAREER, WHICH, TO NO ADDITIONAL SURPRISE – CONTINUED THIS YEAR… 
 
RANKING IN THE TOP 25 IN BOTH APPROACH THE GREEN – AND GREENS IN REGULATION FOR THE SIXTH STRAIGHT SEASON. 
 
ANNC: Oh! Hello. Almost back-to-back eagles there. Oh man!   
 
COREY CONNERS: I haven't been in the winner's circle yet, but it's been a solid season and I feel like my game is well suited to partner up with a lot of others no matter who I'm partnered with, we'll try and get the job done. 
 
A TOP TEN REPRESENTING CANADA IN THE OLYMPICS – AS WELL AS FLASHES OF POSITIVITY AT QUAIL HOLLOW ARE ALSO ON HIS SIDE... 
 
ANNC: Corey Conners! From long range … ties it up!   
 
AND A TRUE HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE - COULD ALSO HEIGHTEN HIS PERFORMANCE. 
 
COREY CONNERS: I’ll definitely draw on my experience. There will be a lot of fans cheering us on and it'll be a much more comfortable atmosphere. Having my fellow Canadian as the captain. Canadians love sports and they'll be cheering us on with all they've got. 
 
COREY CONNERS: It's an incredible feeling representing your country. And my experience at the Olympics was amazing. And representing the international team at the Presidents Cup in my home country will be a really special experience. We've been trending in the right direction and successful Presidents Cup is bringing the Presidents Cup home to Canada.  
 
COREY CONNERS: It's a big honor to represent the black and yellow shield and something that I'm really looking forward to doing again.




Show 4 Promo

ANNC: The US wins the presidents cup for the 12th time in 14 contests, its 9th in a row.

OUR ROAD TO THE PRESIDENTS CUP COMES TO A CONCLUSION IN TWO WEEKS...
606 
WHERE WE'LL DIVE INTO THE U-S TEAM’S DOMINANCE AND TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE KEY MEMBERS OF THEIR SQUAD...
_1724199470347
SCHEFFLER SOT: It’ll be a little different playing in front of an away crowd but I’m looking forward to the challenge of going up there and making sure they stay quiet. 
 
JOIN US SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND AT 12 PM EASTERN


Christiaan Bezuidenhout Feature

CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: What does Christiaan Bezuidenhout bring to the international team is a lot of … I bring guts. I bring determination. And I never give up.

CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: The whole stuttering started in primary school. When I was younger, I would just completely be alone. So many bullies at school that would make fun of my situation. Didn’t want to show my emotion. They just started to laugh at me. I'll just laugh with it. Just take the punches and then after school, go home and just lie in my bed. I had a pretty lonely, lonely, few years. Luckily I had golf.

ERNIE ELS: You close the door from the outside world, and now you get into your own world, and you can just be yourself and create your own art out of golf within yourself. He was in his own world.

AS THE LONE SOUTH AFRICAN PLAYER ON THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM, CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT WILL HAVE THE COMFORT OF HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMAN, ERNIE ELS, IN THE TEAM ROOM ... 

THE 20-24 CAPTAIN’S ASSITANT HAS BEEN AN INFLUENTIAL FIGURE IN BEZUIDENHOUT’S LIFE SINCE HIS EARLY DAYS, THROUGH HIS NAMESAKE FOUNDATION...

BEZUIDENHOUT: Growing up South African, Ernie Els was always, always my idol.
 
ELS: When I met Christiaan, very quiet but very intense. Seeing the abuse and how people treated him definitely put a toughness in his play.

BEZUIDENHOUT’S GRIT EARNED HIM FIVE WORLDWIDE WINS IN A FIVE-YEAR SPAN EARLY IN HIS PROFESSIONAL CAREER.

ANNC: Brilliant stuff from Christiaan Bezuidenhout.

INCLUDING THREE TITLES ON THE DP WORLD TOUR.

ANNC: He is your champion!

CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: I think if I didn't have golf, it would have been much harder for me. I actually started to get a bit more confidence in myself, traveling a little bit more over the world, seeing things from a different perspective.

CHRISTIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: I wish that that I had accepted it earlier in my life. I wanted to be perfect, I wanted to, I wanted to speak fluently. I've accepted that I stutter and I'm actually proud of it because it makes me unique. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAS NEARLY PERFECT IN HIS PRESIDENTS CUP DEBUT, GOING 1-0-AND-1 IN 20-22 … BUT HE RETURNS TO THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM WITH BIGGER GOALS THAN AN UNBLEMISHED PERSONAL RECORD …

CHRISATIAAN BEZUIDENHOUT: Successful week for me would be setting up with a trophy with all 12 guys and the vice captains and the captain and lift the trophy up and make history for the international team.


Closing Standup

THE DEPTH OF TALENT ACROSS THE GLOBE - NO MATTER THE COUNTRY REPRESENTED – IS AT A PREMIUM AS CAPTAIN WEIR GEARS UP FOR THE EXCITEMENT TO COME AT THE ROYAL MONTREAL GOLF CLUB... 

BUT IT'S THE "ONE SHIELD" MENTALITY THAT WILL BE CRITICAL TO TAKE THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM OVER THE LINE - AND TAKE THE PRESIDENTS CUP BACK FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OVER TWO DECADES.

THE CLOCK IS TICKING AS THE GAMES WILL SOON BE UNDERWAY - WE'LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME.
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