2024 PGA TOUR – THE CUT – EPISODE #27 ROCKET MORTGAGE CLASSIC


SEGMENT ONE
COLD OPEN
HUTCHINSON NATS: All right, we're starting out on the par three, huh? Yeah, imagine a hole in one right here. If there's ever a time to get a hole in one I’d be now. I just hope I don't mess up too badly. I'm praying today. I'm praying for all these fans; I don't hit them.  
 
HUTCHINSON NATS: Oh. I don't know what's better, hitting the roof or hitting it 10 yards. You know, I think I'd rather hit the roof. I think I’d rather hit the roof.  
 
HUTCHINSON NATS: It's my ball, I think.  Yep, I don't need my caddie to grab that one.  

TITLES
WELCOME TO PGA TOUR THE CUT, PRESENTED BY SERVPRO.
(ALT) WELCOME TO PGA TOUR THE CUT.

DETROIT KICK OFF
WITHROW standup: The PGA TOUR is in the Motor City, my hometown, for the Rocket Mortgage Classic! Fom coney dogs to Motown and everything in between… the spirit of Detroit is on full display here at Detroit Golf Club.  Detroit’s a city where if you work hard… you can play hard… Detroit Lions defensive lineman & Michigan native Aidan Hutchinson kicked off the week with the area 313 celebrity scramble.

AREA 313 CELEBRITY SCRAMBLE
FOWLER NATS: If anything, it maybe favors the left edge.  
HUTCHINSON NATS: Pretty straight though?  
NATS: Oh, he’s got it! 
HUTCHINSON NATS: Come on, boys, [Here we go!] Come on boys.  Come on, brother. 
ZALATORIS: Good putt.  
HUTCHINSON NATS: That's, that's, I'm good now. I can say I hit a putt, felt very uh, what's the word redeeming? You know, top the first one, drain the putt. Here we go.  Now we go. 

WITHROW NATS: You're not giving anything off the tee box. [No. Nothing.] We’ll let you give it in the interview. You’ve been involved all across this tournament with the First Tee, 
your House of Hutch, Rocket Mortgage collab, and then we have the Celebrity Scramble. What’s been the highlight in all this for you? 
HUTCHINSON NATS: Honestly, aside from the team, from adding some comedic relief to the tee box, I think meeting the kids for sure. I got to meet a lot of kids who are now in remission from their cancer that I met a few months ago and a year ago. So, it's cool.  

WITHROW NATS: Most would grade your football game… round an A. It's got to be right? What would you grade your golf game? 
HUTCHINSON NATS: Well, I usually I'm a little bit better than this, but right now I'm giving myself a D, not an F, because [D for Detroit, right?] I hit a putt, like these guys don't need drives, and I know that. These guys need help on the greens, and I can, if I can give them a putt and hit one, that's all I can do.  
 
HUTCHINSON NATS: Had to redeem it. We're back. I think I put it closer than Rickie did. That's all I wanted out of today. Beat him in one shot. That’s it.  
 
HUTCHINSON NATS: I don’t know if anything will ever top this point in my golf game.  
 
HUTCHINSON NATS: I'm not topping this one. This one's going straight and far. Putting it into existence. I made contact this time, face was a little open, started left, didn’t draw back in, but I'm just heating up now. Rickie came up to me, he said, “you're heating up, dog.” I said, “I know, I know. I'm building this thing up now.”  It's a shame we're only playing three holes, because I'm feeling myself.  
 
HUTCHINSON NATS: Have a good weekend.  
FOWLER NATS: I appreciate it. 

VO: HUTCHINSON’S PLAYING PARTNER IN THE SCRAMBLE, DEFENDING CHAMPION RICKIE FOWLER, HELPED MAKE A WISH COME TRUE FOR ONE SPECIAL GUEST.

FOWLER AND PARKER
NATS:  You know this guy? 
PARKER NATS: Uh huh.  How’s it going good? [You guys have seen each other.] 
FOWLER NATS:  Good to see you again.  
PARKER NATS: Good to see you again. 
 
FOWLER NATS:  They told me you're gonna caddy for me for the three holes, so… 
PARKER NATS:  Okay, yeah! I’m in! 
FOWLER NATS:  Good! Let’s do it. Yeah, Rick will be around too.  
NATS:  This guy here, is Parker.  
PARKER NATS: How's it going, Parker, nice to meet you.  
ROMANO NATS: Nice to meet you. Yeah, pleasure. I’ve been caddying for him, yeah, tt's our second year together. [Second year?] We grew up together. 
 
PARKER NATS: This was something that I was never able to do because I got a heart… that’s why I was down for the whole Make - A - Wish stuff, was I have a heart defect. Anywhere that I can find myself to be a caddie for someone… 
ROMANO NATS: Well you’ll get a good taste of it here. 
PARKER NATS: Yeah, no, it's cool.  
FOWLER NATS: He's my caddie for the day. 
NATS: Love it. 
FOWLER NATS: We kicked my normal one out. 
 
NATS: Were you expecting that? 
PARKER NATS:  No, no, no, I wasn't expecting any of this.  
 
PARKER NATS:  I got 135 too. Got 120 at the top of the grass. I mean, we're just gonna try our best, you know. 
 
NATS: Great ball right there. 
FOWLER NATS: Just get it in play. 
PARKER NATS:  Swap you. [Thanks man.] Thank you for letting me get on the bag. Pleasure seeing you again.  
FOWLER NATS: See you around this week too? 
PARKER NATS:  Yeah! 

LAUREN WITHROW AND THE MIZ
THE MIZ NATS: Lost yesterday. I'm not losing today. I lost last year. I lost yesterday. I'm not losing to you today. 
 
WITHROW NATS:  We're here at the Area 313 Challenge with WWE superstar, The Miz.  Miz you went 0-for-3 last year [Thank you!] up against Rickie Fowler. 
THE MIZ NATS: …for reminding me. Really, we're starting out the interview like that? 
WITHROW NATS:  Don’t worry about it. We are going to give you a chance at some redemption. I'm not gonna make it easy on you, but how do you say we give another go? 
THE MIZ NATS: Wait against you?  
WITHROW NATS:  Against me.  
THE MIZ NATS: Wait I don’t have to go against Rickie Fowler? 
WITHROW NATS:  No! I know you're a girl dad, so I'm hoping a little sweet spot once we get out there in this competition/ 
THE MIZ NATS: No. I like to win.  
 
WITHROW NATS:  We're starting things off with the bunker challenge. And I know being from LA, you love a good beach party out on the golf course. I'm sure you do as well.  
THE MIZ NATS: My daughters love going to the beach. Oh, you're digging in? [Ready?] What are you a profe, look at the Pro over here. [It’s all about the stance.] Look at the pro. Okay. [All right.]  
WITHROW NATS:  Okay! 
THE MIZ NATS: I don't like this game anymore. I quit.  I quit. 
WITHROW NATS:  All right. You’re up. 
THE MIZ NATS: You can have it. I'll give it to you. 
WITHROW NATS:  Okay. Thank you. All right, you want to go for a little redemption [Yes.]  on our second challenge? [Hundred percent.] 
WITHROW NATS: All right, you got it. 
THE MIZ NATS: Love this game! Love this game! 
 
WITHROW NATS: We are recreating Rickie Fowler's iconic approach shot from hole number 18 on Sunday of last year's Rocket Mortgage Classic. This was a tough shot. I don't know if you can handle this one. I think the conditions are a little more controlled in the simulator. How ya feeling? 
 
THE MIZ NATS: I was feeling pretty confident before I came here, and I did better than I did last year, but I still lost to you. And so now this is the comeback. 
WITHROW NATS: Big slice.  
THE MIZ NATS: Okay, so basically, I just don't have to hit behind me right? Is that it? 
WITHROW NATS: Just forward and you should be good to go. 
THE MIZ NATS: Just forward and I’m good. 
WITHROW NATS: Wow, you put everything into that.  
THE MIZ NATS: I put everything I had into that one. And I'm on the green.  
WITHROW NATS: You are on the green.  
THE MIZ NATS: I'm Rickie Fowler, baby.  
WITHROW NATS: You are pin high. 
THE MIZ NATS: How about it! Let's go!!!! I got it closer than Rickie Fowler.  
WITHROW NATS: Rickie 2.0!   
THE MIZ NATS: Oh man!  
WITHROW NATS: We will give this one to you. Congrats. But we are tied up, so now we are headed to the putting green. 
 
WITHROW NATS: We both know winners in golf are determined on the greens. 
THE MIZ NATS: That's the first time I've won in this fan challenge. Ever.  
WITHROW NATS: So you're one of four for now. 
THE MIZ NATS:  So that's fine. I won one, and now I'm gonna get another one right now.  
 
WITHROW NATS: Oh, I thought you almost had that! 
THE MIZ NATS: Uh oh, uh oh! This is it! This is it! 
WITHROW NATS: Come on, let's go. Oh!!!! 
 
THE MIZ NATS: Great try. [I will give that one to you!] That was very good.  
WITHROW NATS: Congratulations. You are ranked somewhere between Lauren Withrow and Rickie Fowler on the spectrum of golfers out there. 
THE MIZ NATS: I will take it. I will take it.  
WITHROW NATS: Quite a place to be.  
THE MIZ NATS: Well it was amazing playing with you today. Thank you so much. [Thank you.] Good times. Great fun at Rocket Mortgage Classic.  
WITHROW NATS: Maybe we'll see you do it again next year.  
THE MIZ NATS: Maybe! 

SEGMENT TWO
THE ROSE ESTATE
WITHROW STANDUP: Just a pitch away from the 8th hole at Detroit Golf Club is one of the city's most iconic landmarks. The Rose Estate was home to two of Detroit's most influential women, the women's rights activist who fought for equal access to the city's private clubs, Patricia Hill, and the Queen of Soul herself, Miss Aretha Franklin. 

WITHROW NATS: You walk down the grand staircase, got to look at what is now the 8th green for the Rocket Mortgage Classic, take a look out your window, 30 foot ceilings, and watch some golf. I mean, I don't, I don't blame them. I see the design, it’s perfect. ,So this is the only home on the Detroit Golf Club grounds that was actually designed by the same architect as the clubhouse itself. This house was built in 1927, and there's so much history here, from the architecture to its former residents, you've now restored the home. How much responsibility do you all feel as the homeowners, not just to preserve these artifacts, but also to open it up to people like us to come in and experience this historic piece of Detroit?

THOMAS NATS: We know that no matter what happens to us, we want it to continue to be a treasure from the city of Detroit and honors both legendary women.
WIHTROW NATS: That is really incredible. 

WITHROW NATS: Should we take a look around at some of the most significant items that you’ve kept through this restoration? [Absolutely.] Miss Franklin wrote a rose. Is still a rose here in this home, and here we have the album cover.

THOMAS NATS: She moved in in 1993, started working in the home to add her touches, but it wasn't released until ’95. She really had those two years where she spent writing a very powerful record. 
WITHROW NATS: So right now, we're walking through what was Miss Franklin's dressing room [And spa.] There's touches of red everywhere you can see it all over the place.  But here we've got the tub!

THOMAS NATS: Yeah, so she wanted a rose red tub!
WITHROW NATS: If I was trying to write a song, not that I ever would, but having something like this, the red all over the place, you gotta feel inspired. You gotta feel fabulous. Okay, we've gotta head outside, because here's where you have the best view. You've hosted PGA TOUR players in your home before. What would you hope that PGA Tour players or other people in Detroit would get out of the experience of just coming to see this historic place.
THOMAS NATS: Oh yeah, the players we've hosted, they have loved being able to be in spots that are part of Detroit's history. 
WITHROW NATS: Trevor, thank you so much for opening what's now your home to us this week, and hopefully these windows back here, stay safe from some of those flying golf balls.
THOMAS NATS: I have confidence in this week's players. Yeah, it's been great to have you the PGA TOUR here, and it's great for Detroit. So, come anytime.

MILES RUSSELL FEATURE
RUSSELL SOT: I don't know what a PGA TOUR event’s like, so see how that is compared to Korn Ferry. But Korn Ferry was pretty cool, so I can only imagine what a PGA TOUR is… it was just like any other tournament. You play the first three, four holes, kind of settle in, and  then those next, those next 14 holes are nice. Something that maybe till 18 and 8, 17, 18, you get a little more nerves because you're finishing. But now they're good. I think my good golf is almost up there with some of the best. And my short game is pretty elite. Sometimes the driver can be on one day, next day, it's not but same thing with everything else. 
 
RUSSELL NATS: When I have a nice range and a good kind of target area that I can see, kind of like this right here, like when I can just sit here and hit, hit wedges with good golf balls. I mean, doesn't doesn't get much better when you can land it there and it spins back. Or maybe you make one, it spins back and then, I mean, that's just, that's so fun for me. The last two years, I think of my game has come a long way. Golf swing’s gotten better just over time. 
 
BESCANSA SOT: He's a very mature 15-year-old kid. Loves to play golf, loves to compete. I mean, he was six or seven years old at the time, and he was a sponge, right? Like, you know, at an eight, eight or nine. He's already working at controlling distances and flights and very, very talented from a young age, very high golf IQ. He goes to every tournament with the same mentality, have fun and try to do the best you can. And he's been doing it for a long time. 
 
RUSSELL SOT: I have my own goals, but I'm hoping to learn a lot.  
PRODUCER: Make the cut maybe. 
RUSSELL SOT: Maybe, we'll see. 

VO: AFTER OPENING WITH A 2-OVER PAR 74 ON DAY ONE, RUSSELL REBOUNDED WITH A 2-UNDER PAR 70 ON DAY TWO, BUT IT WASN’T ENOUGH TO KEEP HIM AROUND FOR THE WEEKEND.

SERVPRO
RAPID RECOVERY PRESENTED BY SERVPRO – THE NUMBER ONE CHOICE IN CLEAN UP AND RESTORATION. 
ALT: PGA TOUR THE CUT PRESENTS – RAPID RECOVERY.

Anders Albertson 17.3 ANNC: Anders Albertson here on the 17th playing his third shot... 
Get in there...Took that scorecard from 1-over to 1-under!


SEGMENT THREE
HOTDOGS
WITHROW STANDUP: For the better part of 100 years, Detroiters have been picking teams, American or Lafayette. I'm picking up some Coney dogs and enlisting the help of Michigan native Ryan Brehm to end this debate once and for all.  
 
WITHROW NATS: Hello, can I get some of your best Coney dogs, please? What's the most you've ever put on your arm? 
HOTDOG SERVER: Ten. 
WITHROW NATS: Ten! Is that up to the shoulder? Thank you very much.  
 
WITHROW NATS: Hi. Can I just get two Coney dogs please? Thank you. 
 
WITHROW NATS: So American Coney Island gave us these hats so they already have a little bit of a leg up. I think we should give theirs a taste first. I think we're gonna need some napkins. 
BREHM NATS: I'm gonna open my Vernors too.  
WITHROW NATS: Yeah, have the burners ready. [Careful.] Oh boy. [Yeah. See? You notice that?] You were smart about your Vernors.  
BREHM NATS: I've had many Vernors. 
WITHROW NATS: True Detroiters know how to open the Vernors. 
BREHM NATS: I’ve had many Vernors. 
WITHROW NATS:  Cheers. 
 
WITHROW NATS:  It's pretty good.  
BREHM NATS: Everything you want a dog to be. 
WITHROW NATS: Okay. So, you're born and raised in Michigan. You've got an army coming out to watch you this week at Rocket Mortgage Classic. What's the highlight for you having a home game with them being here? What's best part of all that? 
BREHM NATS: There's a good energy that is just kind of in the air when you're playing with, playing in front of, you know, people you love. For some reason, I just kind of piece things together, and I don't know, Just dig a little bit deeper. 
 
WITHROW NATS: Speaking of digging deeper, should we dig into these other dogs? And these ones are from Lafayette, Coney Island.  
BREHM NATS: Cheers. 
WITHROW NATS:  Cheers.  This is a messy dog, heavier on the mustard would you say? 
BREHM NATS: I'm good with that. There's a one napkin per bite type deal. Second one. 
WITHROW NATS:  We have to crown a winner. You say this second, you like Lafayette? I'm actually going American. Too much mustard on Lafayette. Good luck this weekend, putting on a show in front of the entire Brehm fam and all your friends coming out here at Rocket Mortgage Classic.  
BREHM NATS: Thanks. Let's finish these dogs.  
WITHROW NATS: Cheers.  

THE JOHN SHIPPEN RECAP
ANNC: Welcome to the final round of The John Shippen National Invitational presented by Rocket Mortgage. From Flint, Michigan. Please welcome Willie Mack III. 
 
MACK SOT: It's been a great couple of weeks playing in the US Open and then coming here and getting a W here. It feels special. I had some bad holes starting out, even though I was making those mistakes early, just keep plotting along, hit some good shots into the greens and give myself as many birdie putts as I could. It was an up and down day, but I'm glad I got through it and came out on top being from Michigan, playing Detroit golf club for a long time. It's a big event, and not only will I think, help me next week in the rocket, but just in the ground trip and just knowing where to miss off the tee into the greens, I feel like my game's in a good spot. Hopefully I can just execute. Hopefully the week will be not only special, but exciting. 

VO: DESPITE AN EVEN PAR OPENING ROUND, WILLIE MACK STRUGGLED IN ROUND TWO…CARDING A 1-OVER 73 TO MISS THE CUT BY FIVE STROKES.

SEGMENT FOUR
ROCKET MORTGAGE RECAP
ANNC: From Detroit, Michigan it’s final round coverage of the Rocket Mortgage Classic.  Cam Davis won 3 years ago…in the mix again today.
 
ANNC: To tie the lead, 4 feet for birdie for Davis. Heads to the last at 18 under.
ANNC: Huge putt here now for Akshay Bhatia. 
ANNC: Bhatia currently tied for the lead…and maybe headed to another playoff. 
 
ANNC: Now this is a huge putt to see if we will have a playoff, Davis for par. And a good recovery from Cameron Davis. When he won the Rocket Mortgage three years ago it was in a playoff and now, he might be headed for another. 
  
ANNC: It is Bhatia to force a playoff with Cam Davis. And he misses! That is Bhatia’s first three- putt of the week.  Cam Davis is your champion in Motown!  
 
DAVIS SOT: I felt like it just wasn't going to be my day. So, it's a combination feeling bad for him but at the same time, just realizing that the huge burden of trying to win again is off the shoulders. It’s just really nice to know I can get my hands on another trophy.

FEC GRAPHIC
WITH THE VICTORY DAVIS VAULTS UP 37 SPOTS IN THE FEDEXCUP STANDINGS AND NOW SITS AT 40TH…BUT EVERYONE IS CHASING WORLD NUMBER ONE, SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER! 
 
TV TIMES
THE PGA TOUR HEADS TO THE QUAD CITIES FOR THE JOHN DEERE CLASSIC…  AS TPC DEERE RUN WELCOMES JORDAN SPIETH BACK TO THE SITE OF HIS FIRST PGA TOUR TITLE! 

SPIETH WINS JDC
SPIETH SOT: That year, I was just pleased to be getting starts. 
 
ANNC: And the brilliant teenager from Dallas, Jordan Spieth! 
 
SPIETH SOT: Started with no status anywhere. And by the time the John Deere rolled around, I was just playing to play. There was nothing else really to try to play for other than trying to win, and so that was kind of my attitude as I went into the final round. 
 
ANNC: Oh! Goodness gracious! Jordan Spieth!  How about that birdie at the last? 
 
SPIETH SOT: I found myself in a playoff, and I had never been in that position before. Tried to use my lack of nerves being 19 to just look at it as a cool opportunity. And I dodged a couple bullets throughout the process and ended up on top. And it was just an incredible feeling. 
 
ANNC: He's got it! First teenage winner in a PGA TOUR event since Ralph Goodall at 1931. 
 
SPIETH SOT:  I always had that belief. It just all came so quickly. There's so many perks to winning on the PGA TOUR, and I started to recognize them that Sunday night. I look back even just six months before that, I would not have guessed that I'd have been in that situation. And look back a year before that, I might have laughed at you.  
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