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2024 THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson Message Document

1. Mr. Nelson’s Legacy Lives On: THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson honors the legacy of the tournament namesake, Byron Nelson, a 52-time PGA TOUR winner who won a record 18 tournaments (11 straight) in 1945 and considered one of the greatest players of all time. Nelson lent his name to what was previously known as the Dallas Open in 1968 and was instrumental in the tournament’s continued growth until his passing in 2006. Nelson and his wife, Peggy, would famously position themselves off the 18th green to greet every player as they finished their round on Sunday. Nelson’s legacy will be honored on site this week in two unique ways: 
a.  “The Ranch” is the fitting nickname of the enclosed par-3 17th hole at TPC Craig Ranch after Nelson elected to retire at 34 years old to spend more time working on his ranch. The par-3 15th hole will also feature a silhouette of Byson Nelson on the surrounding corporate hospitality structures. 
2. CJ Group’s Evolved Partnership: The CJ Group signed a 10-year contract in September to become the title sponsor of THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson and further amplify the progress being made by the Salesmanship Club in the Dallas-area community while honoring the legacy of Mr. Nelson. The partnership is a continuation and evolution of the CJ Group’s investment in the PGA TOUR, having supported the TOUR since 2017 when it hosted Korea’s first PGA TOUR event at The Club at Nine Bridges on Jeju Island, South Korea. The event was played in the United States from 2020-2022. On-site at TPC Craig Ranch, CJ will emphasize their continuous focus on providing a healthy and fun experience for children both physically and mentally by hosting their Bridge Kids Program, a Wednesday clinic near the Practice Range that features local First Tee participants and TOUR players, including CJ ambassador Byeong Hun An and native Texan Ryan Palmer.
3. Competitions Corner:
a. Day Defends: 13-time PGA TOUR winner Jason Day snapped a winless streak of 105 starts since the 2018 Wells Fargo Championship with his victory in 2023. Day, who won his maiden TOUR title at THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson in 2010, became the seventh player in tournament history with multiple titles. 
b. Tied to Texas: 
i. Dallas native Jordan Spieth will make his 12th appearance at THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson after having to withdraw on Monday of tournament week in 2023 with a wrist injury. His best career finish is a runner-up to K.H. Lee at TPC Craig Ranch in 2022. 
ii. Spieth will be joined by fellow Texas Longhorns and twin brothers Parker Coody and Pierceson Coody, with the pair of PGA TOUR rookies making their second tournament appearances (2023). The Coodys’ grandfather, 1971 Masters champion Charles Coody, won the 1964 CJ CUP Byron Nelson. 
iii. A graduate of Byron Nelson High School located 40 miles southwest of TPC Craig Ranch, PGA TOUR rookie Hayden Springer, who resides in Trophy Club, Texas, and played at TCU, will make his tournament debut after earning his TOUR card via PGA TOUR Q-School presented by Korn Ferry. Springer and his wife, Emma, lost their oldest daughter, Sage, in November at the age of 3 after being prenatally diagnosed with Trisomy 18, a severe developmental disorder stemming from an extra chromosome.
c. CJ ambassadors: CJ’s robust player ambassador program is headlined by Sungjae Im and two-time winner of THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson K.H. Lee, who claimed the first two editions of the event at TPC Craig Ranch in 2021 and 2022. Im and Lee will be joined by four-time PGA TOUR winner Si Woo Kim, who will make his fourth career appearance after finishing T2 in 2023 as well as 16-year-old Kris Kim, who received a sponsor exemption to compete in his PGA TOUR debut. Kim, who lives in England but is of Korean descent, won the 2023 Boys’ Amateur (The R&A’s junior competition) and was a member of the victorious 2023 European Junior Ryder Cup Team. 
d. Zach’s 500th: 12-time PGA TOUR winner Zach Johnson will make his 500th career TOUR start at THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson and is the third player to reach the milestone this season (Ryan Palmer/Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches; Charley Hoffman/Valero Texas Open).
e. Aon Swing 5 / Aon Next 10: THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson is the last of three tournaments that count toward the Aon Swing 5 for the Wells Fargo Championship (Corales Puntacana Championship, Zurich Classic of New Orleans, THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson) as well as the Aon Next 10. Chad Ramey (No. 2/167.16 pts) and Martin Trainer (No. 4/162.5 pts) moved into the Aon Swing 5 with their runner-up result at the Zurich Classic of New Orleans and seek their first Signature Event appearances, while Shane Lowry moved to No. 3 in the Aon Next 10 and will compete in the final three Signature Events of the 2024 season by virtue of his victory. 
4. Mental Health Awareness Month: The tournament will once again support Mental Health Awareness Month (May) through several on-site initiatives. Players will be encouraged to wear green ribbons throughout the week and to wear green apparel on Saturday for the tournament’s “Green Out.” In addition to the “Green Out,” players will have the opportunity to participate in the Caddie Bib Program on Saturday, where they can choose a phrase that describes how they nurture their own mental health and have it placed on the back of their caddie bib (i.e. call mom, listen to music, meditate, eat well, etc.). 
a. Momentous Institute: In line with its commitment to raising awareness for mental health, THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson has raised more than $186 million for its primary charitable beneficiary, the Momentous Institute, which was founded by the Salesmanship Club in 1920 and exists to build and repair social and emotional health with children, families and communities through educational and therapeutic programs. Several of the program’s students will be on site during the Wednesday pro-am to caddie one hole for PGA TOUR players.
5. Golf Course: TPC Craig Ranch hosts THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson for the third time, with the course’s bentgrass greens in good condition for the tournament and expected green speed to be near 11’ 6” depending on weather and wind conditions. 
6. The G4D Tour: The world’s best golfers with a disability will showcase their talent in conjunction with a PGA TOUR event for the first time at THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson. Set to take place on Monday and Tuesday, April 29-30, at TPC Craig Ranch, the G4D Tour event will feature the top eight men and two women in the gross World Rankings for Golfers with a Disability (WR4GD), who will go head-to-head in a stroke-play format. The Strategic Alliance between the PGA TOUR and DP World Tour provided the framework for the G4D Tour to play its first-ever event in conjunction with a PGA TOUR tournament.
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