2024 PGA TOUR – THE CUT – EPISODE #2


COLD OPEN
ANNC: Is there a better view in all of golf? It just feels right. The PGA TOUR season beginning on The Plantation Course at Kapalua. The Sentry, featuring 59 of the best players in the world, the biggest field in history, in the first signature event of 2024.

The 2024 Season opener here, it does feel right.

TITLES
 WELCOME TO PGA TOUR, THE CUT.

ONE WORD
VAN ROOYEN SOT: One way to define 2024.
HENLEY SOT: Describe my 2024.
KIM SOT: Great question. One word?
TAYLOR SOT: It’s tough.
VAN ROOYEN SOT: Um…
GLOVER SOT: Literally, I got nothing.
FOWLER SOT: Be like Collin.
DAY SOT: Oh, I don't even know. I wouldn't even know.
HADWIN SOT: Can it be two words? Or does it have to be one?
SPIETH SOT: You see that? 
VAN ROOYEN SOT: How do I spell courageous?
SPIETH SOT: I spelled it wrong.
HENLEY SOT: I think that's how you spell it. Consistency.
STRAKA SOT: Something that I strive for, I think would be consistency. 
SPIETH SOT: Consistent. I just want to be more consistent than last year. I want to feel like I'm stepping on to the tee on Thursday, and, and I'll have a lot of chances come Sunday afternoon to win golf tournaments.
SCHEFFLER SOT: Work. I always look back to the work that I put in to get to that place. And when I step on the first tee, it's just time to go out there and have fun and compete. 
ABERG SOT: Is that how you spell excitement?  I'm super excited about this next year, I think playing all these tournaments that I've looked up to for such a long time.
DAY SOT: 100%.  Because at the end of my career, I want to know that I gave everything. 
KIM SOT: It's a process of getting better every day is so much more important than just achieving something. 
VAN ROOYEN SOT: Playing with courage and playing with trust. That's what we all strive for.
FINAU SOT: Strong. I want to be the strongest physically I've ever been. And hopefully that translates into emotional and mental strength. 
GLOVER SOT: Simple.
HADWIN SOT: Why not? I think a lot of guys go to this, you know, why not me? Why him?
FITZPATRICK SOT: Patience. 
SCHENK SOT: Being patient and the learning process and being prepared for when I do have a chance to win.
HATTON SOT: Got to stay true to yourself. 
FOWLER SOT: Validate because coming off of some tough years and then having a pretty solid last year, I want to keep that going. So, it's like getting a skin. Sometimes you play with buddies, you got to validate the next hole. So, this year is the next hole, and we got to validate.
MORIKAWA SOT: Balance. I think it's all about balancing your life and being able to enjoy every aspect of it. We’re very lucky as golfers to do what we do. And I think if I can enjoy that as much as I can, we're gonna succeed in every level.

MAUI IMPACT
BEFORE THE FIRST ROUND OF THE 20-24 SEASON TEE’D OFF, MORIKAWA AND SEVERAL OF HIS PEERS BROUGHT CARE, COMPASSION AND DONATIONS TO CHARITABLE EFFORTS BENEFITING SURVIVORS OF THE LAHAINA FIRES. 
 
NATS: How are you doing? Collin great to meet you. Thanks for coming up. Thanks for having me.  
 
MORIKAWA SOT: This is the family of Lahaina, right? This is giving back to the city to the community. The culture of Maui, the culture of Lahaina. And you guys have people like Chef Zach, you know, the Hua Momona Farms. We got to learn about what grows in this micro greenhouse. 
 
We got to chop it up a little bit in their one little house right there, peel some carrots, chop up some green onions, but then put together these CSA boxes and to know that families are going to be getting directly from them, being able to produce and make a meal or some type of whatever they want, it's awesome. Puts a smile on my face, hopefully does it for there's. 
 
NATS: Nice shot! 
 
SCHAUFFELE SOT: Some of these families were affected, some of the kids were affected, parents included. So, I'm not a parent yet, but I can imagine you just want what's best for your child and to see a lot of the kids smiling and having a good time and not really thinking about sort of what happened and sort of just wanting to hit a golf ball straight and up in the air. Cool for me to sort of be a part of that process for them. 
 
MAX NOVENA / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE SENTRY SOT: It's so amazing to have Xander in our field back on Maui for him to carve out time and to spend it with junior golfers today, that was just super special. 
 
SCHAUFFELE SOT: We have some roots here and it seemed like a no brainer for us to give back and try and help out and give some relief. 
 
TONY FINAU SOT: Maui's been so good to our family. I have ties back to Lahia, which is on the north shore of Oahu. Tough what they've gone through, but this is a small way for us to say thank you and to give back in a way that we know how to do best, which is through competition and through the game of golf. So, I thought that this was necessary for us to do this week.  
 
NATS: We have our tournament we've been talking about that we're doing to raise money for our specific charities. 

NATS: Oh, hello. All right, down the pipe. Turn and go right at the green, nice swing G.  
 
FINAU SOT: These are all my guys, you know, all these my nephews, my son, the Summerhays’. It's just incredible for us all to get together and enjoy a good time for a good cause. 
 
BOYD SUMMERHAYS / TONY FINAU’S COACH SOT: This is a special week for us. We always do a family tournament, the Final Invitational at Kapalua. We decided to turn this into a charity event for Maui. Obviously, they're in great need and it's just special to be doing something good. But being with friends and family, we're all family. 
 
NATS: Go, go. Oh, oh, oh. Oh. Five grand! Five grand!! Five thousand. Let's go. That’s money baby.

BUMP
Hope you're hungry. I am! 
 
COMING UP, TOM KIM GOES OFF ROAD FOR A TASTE OF LOCAL HAWAIIAN CUISINE.
 
GOODMAN NATS: Grab a skewer and get right in there.  That’s some beautiful pork belly.
KIM: Are we having some fish heads or no? 
GOODMAN: Some beautiful, fresh ahi poke, So, grab a shell, grab a spoon and just attack it. 
KIM: So, you guys are jealous, huh?

***SEGMENT TWO***

PLAYER OF THE YEAR MINI
SCHEFFLER NATS: Okay, oh even better. Yes!

FNAU SOT: Scott He's unbelievable. I don't know any other word that can describe it.

SPIETH SOT: You have to win a lot of golf tournaments within a couple of years in a row in order to win back to back player of the year, and you have to win big ones.

NATS: The Scheffler victory train just keeps on rolling.

STRAKA SOT: He stripes it. He absolutely stripes it.  Hits his driver great. Hits his irons great. 

GLOVER SOT: He's confident. So just he's very talented man.

HATTON SOT:  Had a pretty special couple of years. Tee to green pretty much the best in the world. Very special player. And I'm sure he’ll continue it this year.

NATS: Scottie Scheffler is again the champion in Phoenix.

FNAU SOT: He has a chance to win every time he plays. And he seems to be the guy now that we look to as this is the guy that we need to beat this week. Our game is filled with so many incredible talents and so many incredible players, to separate yourself from that pack the way Scouting has over the last couple of years speaks to his greatness. If he keeps us up for the next few years he's going to be the greatest player of our generation. There's no question.

SPIETH SOT: It’s really the consistency of every single week. You know, every made cut, almost every event in the top 25, most all of them in the top 10.  He tees it up and your like, “well, he only shot three under today.  Just wait till we get to Saturday afternoon and see where he's at!” And sure enough, he's got a chance to win.

SCHEFFLER SOT: I think it's players, I think that's what we're all trying to achieve is a little bit more consistency and golf’s a pretty difficult game. So, to be able to play consistent for most of the year I think a lot of the players, you know, kind of appreciated that part about my year.

THE SENTRY RECAP
ANNC: Well last year Chris Kirk finally became a winner after an eight-year drought. He left the game to handle alcoholism and depression and didn’t know if he was going to play the game again much less win again.

Oh that was a really good strike. Just right of the flagstick if it’s the right number. How about this? Oh, what a shot? How about it?

The stage is clear for Chris Kirk. Back in Maui for the first time since 2016 and back in the PGA TOUR winner’s circle.

KIRK: It was an unbelievable day. I'm really thankful that I was able to play as well as I did and I was certainly nervous coming into today, and I was able to kind of stay calm and just played really, really solid golf all day. This was very unexpected to come off of that break where I spent a lot of time in the gym, and I spent a lot of time working on my mental game. I didn't actually play a whole lot of golf. So to come over here and to play as well as I did, I'm very thankful and a little bit surprised.

CHRIS KIRK BEGINS THE SEASON ATOP THE COMCAST BUSINESS TOUR TOP 10, AND STARTS THE GOAL OF FINISHING IN THE TOP 10 AT SEASON’S END FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 2014.

AND BY WINNING THE FIRST OF 8 SIGNATURE EVENTS THIS YEAR, KIRK EARNS 700 FEDEXCUP POINTS TO START THE SEASON IN THE POLL POSITION. THE FIRST TIME HE’S BEEN #1 IN HIS CAREER.

KIRK: I love the work that it takes to try to be the best version of myself. I think to be successful and to really enjoy your life as a PGA TOUR player you've got to love the work.

***SEGMENT THREE***

SONY TEASER
ANNC: The Sony Open in Hawaii, Waialae Country Club once again on the world stage, famed Waikiki Beach in Honolulu, the southernmost and westernmost major city in the United States… 

ANNC:  Since 1965 Waialae has been a popular place for the game’s greats to get their PGA TOUR, year off to a rousing start.

ANNC:  There’s the beautiful trophy.  Whoever lifts that trophy this could be a huge, huge career moment, the purse, the FEC points… 

ANNC: A field filled with eager rookies, all in search of a victory. 

ROOKIES TO WATCH
13 OF THE PGA TOUR'S 28 ROOKIES ARE SET TO TEE OFF THEIR NEW CAREERS AT THE SONY OPEN IN HAWAII.   
 
BRIDGEMAN SOT: It is a dream come true. I've loved sports my whole life and I love golf the most. So to be able to do something I love for work and to get paid doing it is awesome. I would do it for free.  
 
DUMONT DE CHASSART SOT: Playing against the best players in the world you know, pretty cool to be able to compare yourself to them and just kind of play the courses that they play. That's going to be fun to be able to compete at that level.  
 
PHILLIPS SOT: There's a lot to look forward to. It's hard to put emphasis on anything in particular. You've accomplished something that not many people can say that they've done. 
 
HOEY SOT: I Monday'ed into the Sony Open and they probably have the best food I've ever had and I think I spent more time eating in the dining versus actually practicing so I might be doing that. I'm excited to start off there.  
 
AMONG THE ROOKIES IN THE FIELD, 9 EARNED THEIR CARDS BY FINISHING IN THE TOP 30 OF THE 2023 KORN FERRY TOUR POINTS LIST.... WHILE 4 OF THE ROOKIES EARNED THEIR CARDS VIA A NEW PATHWAY... FINISHING ATOP THE DP WORLD TOUR'S RACE TO DUBAI POINTS LIST. 
 
TOSTI SOT: Making a lot of birdies. I think that's one of my strength and, and I hope that I keep being that way and make cuts and, and finish in the top five as many times as I can. 
 
COODY SOT: It's always going to be cool to go do what I've always dreamt of doing. I've definitely gotten to see a decent amount of the golf courses and just got to see kind of how good the guys are. I want to show up there and I want to compete. I want to be able to win.  
 
HOEY SOT: I've done all the hard work, let's just go out and play. I love playing in front of crowds, I love playing in front of people. I just love hearing the crowd roar and I'm, I'm so excited.  

SERVPRO VIGNETTE
THE CUT PRESENTS, RAPID RECOVERY.

DURING THE 2023 SONY OPEN IN HAWAII, SI WOO KIM’S DEFT RECOVERY SHOTS ON THE CLOSING TWO HOLES WERE ESSENTIAL TO HIS CHAMPIONSHIP RUN.

ON MOVING DAY…

ANNC: 18.3 RD3: This is a hard shot…

HIS BUNKER SHOT AT THE PAR 5, 18TH MOVED HIM TO JUST THREE STROKES OFF THE LEAD!

ANNC: 18.3 RD3: Si Woo Kim almost holed it! That’s terrific. You really only had a cirle of about a foot-and-a-half to land that ball.

BUT IT WAS HIS SKILLFUL RESCUE ON THE PENULITMATE HOLE ON SUNDAY THAT FUELED HIS VICTORY CHARGE.

ANNC: 17.3 RD4 – Cannot afford to make a bogey now.  That’s the way to do it right there. How about a birdie!! Si Woo Kim ties it right back at 17-under!

KIM CLOSED WITH A BIRDIE ON THE 72ND HOLE TO WIN BY ONE STROKE…CLINCHING HIS FOURTH CAREER PGA TOUR TITLE.

***SEGMENT FOUR***

CHAN KIM FEATURE
GROWING UP A FEW MILES FROM WAIALAE COUNTRY CLUB, CHAN KIM IS MAKING JUST HIS SECOND START AT THE SONY OPEN IN HAWAII…BUT THIS TIME AS A FULL-FLEDGED MEMBER OF THE PGA TOUR.

ANNC: Chan Kim, I love this action. I've been waiting for Chan to make a splash.  

….A LIFELONG DREAM FINALLY REALIZED FOR THE 33-YEAR-OLD JOURNEYMAN.

KIM SOT:  The first time I physically swung a club was when I was 12. Then I started playing junior tournaments out in Hawaii, and I think I won my first one just before I turned 15. The feeling of winning a golf tournament, I think that's what really got me hooked, and I just knew that I kind of want to do it for the rest of my life.

AFTER TURNING PRO IN 2011 AND QUALIFYING FOR SEVERAL WORLD-WIDE TOURS, KIM FINALLY LANDED ON THE JAPAN TOUR IN 20-15…WHERE HE WON EIGHT TIMES.  

LOOKING FOR A MORE DIRECT ROUTE TO THE PGA TOUR, HE THEN TURNED HIS FOCUS TO KORN FERRY TOUR Q-SCHOOL.

KIM SOT:  Played Japan Tour the last eight seasons and then I got through Q school. Takes a lot of patience this game is probably the only, only time he can feel all, every emotion you can feel humanly possible in four hours. 

IN 2023, KIM POSTED 11 TOP 25s ON THE KORN FERRY TOUR INCLUDING LATE-SEASON, BACK-TO-BACK VICTORIES …LOCKING UP HIS PGA TOUR CARD WITH JUST THREE EVENTS LEFT TO PLAY. 

KIM SOT:  That's the thing about golf if you hit that one good shot end up chasing that feeling for, for a long time.

THE WIN IN NEW JERSEY VAULTED HIM 42 UP SPOTS TO 12TH ON THE KORN FERRY TOUR POINTS LIST…HE MOVED INTO SECOND JUST ONE WEEK LATER.

ANNC: There we go. Picks up another birdie and Chan Kim 18 birdies, no bogeys for the week. This dude is on a heater.

KIM SOT:  On the Korn Ferry Tour you just gotta play a lot more aggressive shooting one or two under per round it's just not gonna cut it out here.

ANNC: If this goes no bogeys to the entire week here in Boise.  And Chan Kim, a champion for the second straight week in dominating fashion. 

KIM SOT:  You know getting into PGA TOUR was always the goal. And you know now that I've achieved it. I can't, I can't wait.  This being the Korn Ferry Tour is the path to the PGA TOUR and yeah, this has ranked number one.

ANNC: This rookie won back-to-back events. He will be on the PGA TOUR for the first time. Ladies and gentlemen, please give it up from Honolulu, Hawaii and playing out of Gilbert Arizona, Chan Kim. 

KIM SOT:  It's been a journey but one that I wouldn't trade for anything.

TV TIMES
FOLLOW KIM, AND ALL THE FIRST-TIME PGA TOUR MEMBERS, IN THE FIRST FULL-FIELD EVENT OF THE SEASON WHEN PLAY BEGINS AT WAIALAE COUNTRY CLUB ON THURSDAY. 

TOM KIM – HTA EXCURSION
GOODMAN NATS: Ready to have some fun and go plant a tree?
KIM NATS: Let’s do it.
GOODMAN NATS: Let’s do it. Here we go. I trust you. Ever driven one of these before?
KIM NATS: No, I have not. I don't trust myself. We're not going to die, that's for sure. 
GOODMAN NATS: Yeah. I trust you. You got this. 
KIM NATS: All right. Whoa. 
 
WHILE IN MAUI, TOM KIM SPENT A DAY WITH KIAWE (KEE YAH VAY) OUTDOOR …AND WAS TREATED TO AN AUTHENTIC MAUI CULINARY EXPERIENCE
 
GOODMAN NATS: I started my own company. It's called Kiawe Outdoor. We do luxury outdoor dining all over the world. 
KIM NATS: Oh, that's awesome. 
GOODMAN NATS: Yeah, we're based here in Maui. 
KIM NATS: Okay. 
GOODMAN NATS: And we pride ourselves on, like, hunting, fishing, foraging. 
KIM NATS: That's cool. 
GOODMAN NATS: Based on what’s in season and all that.  
KIM NATS: So what food are you going to have today? 
GOODMAN NATS: Oh, dude, we got some cool stuff. I got some awesome sourdough that we're cooking in the coals, with local lilikoi butter. We got some fresh ahi my friends caught. Crispy pork belly. 
KIM NATS: Oh!!
GOODMAN NATS: Come on, bro. 
 
KIM NATS: I'm a big foodie, so. 
GOODMAN NATS: I think that's what they said. They're like, Oh, he's a foodie. So, we’re going to pair you up with Kiawe, and I was like, Let's go!  Have you ever planted a tree before?  
 
KIM NATS: Have not planted a tree before.  
GOODMAN NATS: Let’s go dude, it’s a New Year. 
KIM NATS: I know exactly. 
GOODMAN NATS: Checking off all the loose items right here. 
KIM NATS: Oh, yeah. 
 
GOODMAN NATS: So, what's cool about today, what I wanted to share with you is that we named our business after the invasive kiawe, so kiawe is our invasive mesquite. In Maui, our water is obviously super precious, just like everywhere in the world. And the koa pull water into the aquifer the kiawe kind of just like soak it all up and use it. 
KIM NATS: Okay. 
GOODMAN NATS: So, it’s important, you know, especially after the year we had here in Maui to have people come here and be kind of cognizant of the issues here in Hawaii and how special this place is and help keep it special you know? 
 
GOODMAN NATS: Take a right.
KIM NATS: Oh, my goodness. Look at this view. 
GOODMAN NATS: Oh, bro. No place like Maui. 

WORKER NATS: Do you want to do the honors and dig the hole?  
KIM NATS: I will.  
WORKER NATS: So, right there is a perfect spot. Don't have to go too deep. Just deep enough to get this guy in there. 
KIM NATS: Okay. I’ve never shoveled before so, I mean, how deep does it need to be? 
Wow. Clearly can see the difference. It would take me five years to dig one hole. 
 
GOODMAN NATS: On the drive up, we talk a little bit about the significance of the native Koa and how important it is to our watersheds. These trees are pulling water into our aquifers. You know, versus the invasives like the kiawe and the hale koa we drove past on the drive up. You know, I think it's really cool to plant a tree and, you know, help win that war at least one tree at a time. So, thank you man. 
 
KIM NATS: I never thought in a hundred years that I would come to Maui and plant a tree.  
GOODMAN NATS: It’s pretty special.  
KIM NATS: Can I name it after me?  
GOODMAN NATS: Absolutely. This is Tom Kim tree right here.  
KIM NATS: This is the Tom Kim tree in Maui. Obviously there’s a million trees here. I don't know if I'll be able to spot it again, but it's here. Let's go eat!
 
GOODMAN NATS: Hope you're hungry. 
KIM NATS: I am. 
 
TOM KIM SOT: I think Hawaii's obviously a place that I'm just kind of learning about. Even though we're playing a tournament and we're here to work, it's also like kind of on a vacation. 
KIM NATS: This is so cool. 

TOM KIM SOT: Get to have some unbelievable food. And I'm probably having the best food this week. 
 
GOODMAN SOT: What's powerful for us and what we do is, taking us back to ancestral methods. 
The ancestral methods are, everything that you know, that inspire us. 

GOODMAN NATS: Time to feast. 
KIM NATS: Let's do it. 
 
GOODMAN NATS: We love all the adventures and sourcing and everything. But for us, everything points to the table and how it connects us and getting to do it in, you know, amazing locations like this is unbelievable.  But for us, it's all about slowing down with people that you love, and you get to connect with, and we're passionate about kind of sharing that gift to the world to kind of, hey, we can inspire you to slow down and feast with your family, your friends, then I think we've done our job. 
 
NATS: Okay. Yeah, Come on. Toasted pineapple. 
KIM NATS: So good. 
NATS: Bread. 
KIM NATS: So creamy. So good. 
GOODMAN NATS: Wow. 
NATS: We’ll move some of these herbs aside and give you a big chunk of this fish. 
KIM NATS: Wow. 
 
TOM KIM NATS: It's a joke. People might think we're making this up, but they have no idea how good this is. To be able to experience the local Maui, that I've only heard about it but to be able to really experience, it was really special, and I think I have to come back now. Like it's, it's going to motivate me the whole season to be able to come back to Maui and play.

