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[00:00:30] >> Welcome into the postseason. The Schwab Cup playoffs start right now. It's the opening round of the Dominion Energy Charity Classic. A beautiful fall day here in Richmond, Virginia. I'm George Savarekis with World Golf Hall of Famer Lanny Wadkins. Lanny, let's check out some of the early highlights in this first round. Defending champion Bernhard Langer on the 5th.
[00:00:49] >> Yeah, just.377. Got to put it in the fairway. He does that. Goes flag hunting and wow, just dunks it with his second at the par-4 5th.
[00:00:59] >> Langer just bogeyed the 4th. Nice bounce back, eagling the 5th. Over on the 4th.
[00:01:05] >> Yeah, Jerry Kelly for it. Look how quick these greens are. They are at least 13. That was down the hill. He hardly touched it.
[00:01:12] >> Kelly with birdies on three of his first four holes, looking for his fourth in five over at 5.
[00:01:18] >> Yeah, this is back up the slope. You love these. Take every one of those up-hillers you can get today. Good putt there by Jerry Kelly.
[00:01:26] >> Jerry Kelly white hot out of the gates. He's in a tie for second. He's still on the front nine, 4-under through eight. Joe Durant is on the back nine in his round playing the last, 5-under through 17 and currently has a one-shot lead. At the par-3 17th, Collin Montgomerie even on his round.
[00:01:44] >> 170 yards today, the 17th hole location right in the front left just over the bunker. Wonderful shot by Monty. What's Jerry Kelly looking at here?
[00:01:58] >> A little bit of a quick putt coming down the hill. You want to make it go to the right, but I don't think it's going to.
[00:02:06] >> And that's really well done there by Jerry Kelly, taking advantage of the par-5, and this is a great start for Kelly.
[00:02:18] >> On the 11th green Jaidee for birdie.
[00:02:22] >> Back down the hill, moving left to right. Well done.
[00:02:25] >> Jaidee cans it.
[00:02:30] >> Simple look here at 17 from Monty.
[00:02:33] >> This would be for birdie number two on the card for Collin Montgomerie. Four feet separating John Huston from a birdie on the last and a 4-under 68. Nice start.
[00:02:58] >> Great shot by Jerry Kelly. Almost makes three.
[00:03:08] >> 17th tee with Gene Sauers, winner earlier this season on the PGA TOUR Champions, Las Colinas Country Club. Has some ground to make up, even through 16.
[00:03:19] >> Normally a really good iron player. Probably going to stay a little right of this flag, though, knowing Gene. Yeah, maybe an inch or so. What a great shot. This is moving hard left to right. He may have it a little on the high side. No, he made it. That was magnificent by Harrington. Wow, what a putt.
[00:03:50] >> That's stealing one there.
[00:03:52] >> That is really stealing one. That's great touch. That's what that is. Great touch and imagination.
[00:04:00] >> Call it a 15-footer for Doug Barron on 17 to save par.
[00:04:03] >> Yeah, poor first putt from a long way away, and that's a great save. Barron was just off the edge of the right of the green long here.
[00:04:16] >> His consistency has been incredible, Alker's this year. The only club that's been little inconsistent, you talked about the mechanics of a stroke a little bit, has been his putter.
[00:04:31] >> I'm not sure he thought he made that. And it just kept going.
[00:04:35] >> Walks it in.
[00:04:36] >> That was a real early walk right there. Now Miguel over at the 15th.
[00:04:44] >> After iron off the tee, this will be his second. Really tough hole location at the back right.
[00:04:52] >> Tracer technology brought to you by Trackman. In there tight.
[00:04:56] >> Did not bother Miguel. He is now left with about a three- or four-footer straight up the slope.
[00:05:04] >> Toss it back to the 12th. Padraig Harrington.
[00:05:14] >> Great putt.
[00:05:16] >> What a pure roll from Harrington. 4-under, one off the lead.
[00:05:19] >> That looked really easy.
[00:05:21] >> How's that? That's the last four holes for a solid stretch.
[00:05:28] >> Hop to 18. Doug Barron finishing up his day.
[00:05:31] >> Yeah, poor third shot in here. First putt to here. Get out of here with par. He does.
[00:05:39] >> Solid start for Barron, 4-under 68.
[00:05:51] >> Plenty of green for Harrington here.
[00:05:54] >> Great looking shot off a very tight lie. Judged wonderfully. Good technique for folks at home to watch here. Kind of clip that and spun it.
[00:06:06] >> Steven Alker's second.
[00:06:07] >> Looks like he's going a little bit different direction. Like he's going to try and maybe take some grass with him, Phil.
[00:06:14] >> Yeah, that's a risky play. I think there's a lot of guesswork when you hit it that way. Now he pitched it. Good shot.
[00:06:22] >> Yeah, he went up and down.
[00:06:23] >> Great shot.
[00:06:25] >> Whatever he did, he did exactly correct.
[00:06:30] >> He did pop it like we talked about. He just set up a little differently.
[00:06:32] >> He did. He hit a little bit further forward, but what he did was he picked the club straight up. Dropped it right on top of the ball. That was that was excellent technique.
[00:06:48] >> Up to the 15th, Miguel Angel Jimenez.
[00:06:51] >> Straight in right up the slope. No problem there for Miguel.
[00:06:55] >> Jimenez to 3 under par.
[00:07:00] >> Jerry Kelly took the bunkers out of play. Penalty area down the right-hand side. Hole location back right.
[00:07:08] >> He got a good bounce off that down slope there, Lanny. That was from 100 yards. The ball skipped forward. Great shot.
[00:07:19] >> Rod Pampling on in two at 18 for the third eagle of the day.
[00:07:24] >> Good putt there from Rodney. He needed that. Got him to 3-under.
[00:07:37] >> Kelly for the outright lead.
[00:07:39] >> Oh, yeah, that was solid. Never a doubt there by Jerry Kelly. This course is looking very nice on Jerry right now.
[00:07:59] >> Bernhard Langer for birdie to get to 4 under par. Charged that one. Go to the 16th with Jerry Kelly.
[00:08:14] >> Jerry's normally pretty good at this shot. And he still is.
[00:08:21] >> You could say that.
[00:08:23] >> Yeah.
[00:08:31] >> Part three 17th tee. We get to see the rhythmic action of Ernie Els. It's our Trackman tracer presented by Roman.
[00:08:39] >> Great hole location for Ernie in that left front. Just that -- oh, I guess it was. He almost charred it. I mean, that's got to look just perfect to him.
[00:08:50] >> Look at that ball mark. I want to see the replay. How did that not go in? For birdie number seven today.
[00:09:04] >> He is solid on those short putts today.
[00:09:08] >> Jerry Kelly now two clear the rest of the field, this first round in Richmond. Padraig Harrington to top Steven Alker by one. Padraig with that close putting stance makes birdie on 18.
[00:09:47] >> Felt like it was a very easy 4 under par 68 for Harrington, didn't it?
[00:09:51] >> Yeah, I mean, he had a bogey and a double, and he's still able to turn in a 4-under 68. And you see that name Harrington T6 on the first page of the leaderboard. Three back of Jerry Kelly. Second round of the Dominion Energy Charity Classic, just another perfect day here in Richmond, Virginia. Seeing some big names off to great starts as the Schwab Cup playoffs are underway. I'm George Savarekis with World Golf Hall of Famer Lanny Wadkins, taking a look at some of the early second round highlights. Jerry Kelly, who was the overnight leader on the 5th.
[00:10:28] >> Yeah, a hole he birdied yesterday and walks it in again today. Beautiful stroke by Jerry Kelly at the 5th.
[00:10:35] >> Moving to 8under par. Other side of the course, K.J. Choi on the 15th.
[00:10:39] >> Yeah, leaves a nice position straight in up the hill for K.J. And he rams that one in.
[00:10:45] >> Kelly for back-to-back birdies on the front nine. This is a tricky little downhill mover from right to left for his birdie at the par-5 6th, and really nice putt there.
[00:10:57] >> Here's where things stand right now on the leaderboard. Jerry Kelly just one under on the day. He's at 8 under par, one shot clear of Steven Alker, Padraig Harrington and K.J. Choi. And then you got a group of players at 6 under par, including Miguel Angel Jimenez, Brian Gates, 6-under on his round through 14. To the 9th, Jerry Kelly, the leader for birdie.
[00:11:22] >> Coming back down the hill, moving to the left, pretty quick putt. The greens are13s this week, they got some speed.
[00:11:27] >> Oh, that was an excellent read, and a really good putt by Jerry Kelly. He made that look easy.
[00:11:34] >> Jerry Kelly's fourth birdie on the front nine makes the turn today at 2-under, two-shot lead. Jerry birdying both the par-5s on the front nine. Stopped by the 18th once again, K.J. Choi last hole of the day, was the first group off. This will be for a round of 65.
[00:12:01] >> Really good putt there by K.J. He made it look easy.
[00:12:04] >> 71, 65. Six-shot swing for K.J. Choi to 8-under. To the 17th, Collin Montgomerie.
[00:12:16] >> For par.
[00:12:16] >> This for par. Monty. Nice hand save.
[00:12:20] >> Yeah, I'm not even sure he got to the bunker. He bounced into the bunker. So that was good up and down there for par for Monty at 17.
[00:12:33] >> At the 10th, Jerry Kelly above the hole.
[00:12:35] >> He should staying his posture through the strike on this type of putt.
[00:12:40] >> He's been staying nice and still so far this week for the most part.
[00:12:48] >> He did there.
[00:12:49] >> His head did not budge at all there. That was very nice.
[00:12:55] >> Back-to-back birdies for Jerry Kelly on 9 and 10. First player in the field now double digits under par at 10-under. First time we're taking a look at the par-5 16th. Third for Jim Furyk.
[00:13:13] >> And a beautiful little wedge shot there from a tight little lie over the bunker. Well done there by Furyk.
[00:13:19] >> Furyk looking for his third birdie on the back nine. From just off the 11th. Third shot on the way shortly for Bob Estes.
[00:13:33] >> This is an example of what you can run into if you short side yourself around here. Some really difficult pitches. That was well done from there to run it up the hill like that.
[00:13:47] >> Let's catch up with the big easy on the 13th for birdie.
[00:13:53] >> Good look right there and nice putt by Ernie.
[00:14:00] >> Here's Steven Alker, 17th remember, has this for birdie.
[00:14:08] >> Not a lot in this putt. Well there isn't either. It was just straight in there the whole way. It wandered left a little bit then back right. It got all over the place. Great read by Steven Alker.
[00:14:21] >> Alker cans that to 9-under, solo second, one back. Roll up to the 12th green. Miguel Ángel Jiménez splashing it out of the bunker.
[00:14:37] >> I didn't think he could leave that one short. That is magnificent from Miguel. Brian Gay. And that is the low round of the day posted so far. Steven Alker for a 7-under 65.
[00:15:11] >> Got himself right in the middle of this thing, and as he keeps playing well week to week, George, he makes it harder for the chasers like Jerry Kelly and Harrington to come get him. He just keeps making a lot of money and a lot of points.
[00:15:25] >> Seems like Alker will be in that final group on Sunday. 69, 65. He has three wins on the season, the last one came back in May, Kitchen Aid Senior PGA Championship.
[00:15:43] >> As good as Kelly's wedge game has been this week, looking for this one to get close.
[00:15:58] >> Get in.
[00:15:58] >> Was that close?
[00:15:59] >> That was pretty close all the way around. That was too easy.
[00:16:11] >> He's one of the players that needs a good finish here the next week or two to have a chance to get into Phoenix into the Schwab Championship.
[00:16:28] >> Gets that one to go.
[00:16:29] >> I don't think he thought he made it, and it went in. So it's that's always a nice bonus when you think you didn't hit your best putt and it finds the bottom. Like thank you very much. Now Jerry Kelly just cleaning up for his birdie.
[00:16:48] >> Third birdie in his last five holes. Kelly to 11-under, leading by one. Separation with Jerry Kelly and Steven Alker from the rest of the pack in Richmond. Stephen Ames on the 18th.
[00:17:15] >> He got it in, good put.
[00:17:16] >> Nice stroke by Ames. A 69, 68, 7-under into Sunday. John Huston, 16th green. And that gets him to 8-under.
[00:17:39] >> Johnny playing some nice, consistent golf. Great to see.
[00:17:48] >> Doug Barron for a share of third.
[00:17:52] >> Here at the 17th. Really not a lot in this. May want to go a hair right. Oh he made it. He buried that thing. Wow.
[00:18:01] >> Barron heating up.
[00:18:02] >> Yeah what a good putt that was. Beautiful pace. That was a lot harder shot than he made it look. That was way too easy.
[00:18:26] >> That's why he's a paid professional.
[00:18:28] >> Wow, that was good. That just looked simple.
[00:18:39] >> Rob Labritz at 7-under.
[00:18:42] >> Uphill, moving a little bit to his left. Big putt, get to 8. Get you within striking distance. Oh yes. Rob a man who's trying to solidify himself into the top 36 to be exempt next year. Kelly doesn't want to give one back here. He's had too successful a day starting at about the ninth hole. He wants to get this one down. This is kind of right center. There you go.
[00:19:21] >> Jams that in for par. Fist pump. 5-under 67 for Jerry Kelly. The lead is at 12. Kelly will carry that two-shot advantage into the final round. We are cooling off for this final round at the Country Club of Virginia, about 10 to 15 degrees colder today than what we saw yesterday, making scoring a bit tougher for the final round of the Dominion Energy Charity Classic, first leg of the Schwab Cup playoffs. George Savarekis, World Golf Hall of Famer Lanny Wadkins. Some of the early highlights. Ernie Els third to the 9th.
[00:20:02] >> Yeah, short and right of the green in two. It's the par-5 9th, he plays a nice little wedge, controls the spin coming out of the rough. That's just an excellent shot by the big man.
[00:20:11] >> Ernie playing his way back in the contention at 10 under par. Jerry Kelly on the 6th.
[00:20:17] >> He was long left in two and played a wonderful shot to get that close.
[00:20:23] >> Ernie to move to 11 under par within one of the lead.
[00:20:27] >> Yeah. Quick little putt downhill at the 11th and look out. Here comes Ernie Els.
[00:20:33] >> Here's where we stand right now. Jerry Kelly up one on Ernie Els. Steven Alker, Padraig Harrington in that final group tied for third. They're each at 10 under par. Rocco Mediate, round of the day on the course right now, he's 7-under. Cruise over to the 10th. K.J. Choi, second from the fairway.
[00:20:50] >> Yeah, I'm wondering if the players are playing enough club off the tee here today, George. You see the number of shots on the downslope here at 10, and that's an amazing shot from that position by K.J.
[00:21:06] >> The approach from Stephen Ames.
[00:21:07] >> Nice tee shot. The hole location for the first time this week is really out where it's gettable today at 11. And Stephen Ames takes advantage. Beautiful shot.
[00:21:20] >> Go back to the 9th, it will be Padraig Harrington for birdie. Lanny, I'm curious to look at this final group that played such great golf through 36 holes today. Jerry Kelly even, Steven Alker even. Padraig Harrington the only one of the three under par. He's just 1-under. None of them are lighting it up.
[00:21:34] >> Now he's got 12 feet left for birdie. And this is a quick one. But he got it to go so it all worked out well for Padraig. It's an up and down, but it was a lot more work than he would have liked.
[00:21:49] >> Padraig had that slow start, was 1-over through four, now three birdies his last five holes. He vaults up to share of second at 11 under par. Alker and Kelly with some short ones left for par.
[00:22:08] >> If you were to pick one or the other certainly, you would pick Alker's. He's putting back straight up the hill. Kelly is going to be putting across the hill and have to contend with some break in speed as well.
[00:22:17] >> Yeah, Jerry may have to even put it outside the right edge to get it to fall. Alker's is pretty straight.
[00:22:36] >> Par for Alker on the 9th. Kelly hoping to do the same.
[00:22:49] >> He's been holing out very nicely this week. No reason to think he won't. He's only missed really one that I can think of. That was 18 the first day, but see if he can continue. Oh yeah.
[00:23:06] >> Our final group now heading to the back nine. The margin one for Jerry Kelly. The 10th, K.J. Choi over this for birdie.
[00:23:15] >> Yeah, this is quick down the hill moving left to right.
[00:23:21] >> K.J.
[00:23:22] >> Perfect.
[00:23:23] >> In that second to last group. Ernie Els on the 12th for birdie to share the lead.
[00:23:30] >> Great look here. Oh, it just doesn't move. Ernie put it on the left side and it did not go right. It stayed dead straight. Great pace.
[00:23:43] >> Els started the day six back. He's 5-under on his round through 12. Definitely need a few more birdies though to carry him to the house. Steven Alker in a great spot at the 10th.
[00:23:57] >> He is, 169. A little bit of a down slope, but not as much as the other two players had to contend with. Good sounding strike.
[00:24:08] >> Oh, that's a good one. Just barely carried the bunker. Alker has it in there about four feet. It's a quick putt but great shot.
[00:24:21] >> On the 11th, K.J. Choi.
[00:24:24] >> Down the slope here at the 11th for his three. Did he get it there? Yes, he did. K.J. Choi.
[00:24:30] >> How about this little birdie run that he's had on 10 and 11. Two of the tougher par-4s out here.
[00:24:39] >> And made two downhillers in a row.
[00:24:44] >> Choi now at 11-under. Steven Alker has this to try and get to 11-under.
[00:24:53] >> Well, he didn't get a chance to see the speed or the lie near the hole from Harrington because he came up so far short. Very fast here. I don't think it moves much at all.
[00:25:04] >> No, I think this is pretty straight from this angle right here, Phil. Just got to get it on line.
[00:25:19] >> Pretty.
[00:25:19] >> That's a beautiful stroke right there.
[00:25:27] >> Second birdie on the day. Steven Alker at 11-under. The points breakdown. Dominion Energy Charity Classic 670,000 for first. 388,000 for second place. Big delta from first to second. Fifth place you still have over 200,000 points. Standings entering this week. This being the maiden voyage in our 2022 Schwab Cup playoffs. Steven Alker big margin over Padraig Harrington. And then an even bigger margin between Miguel Angel Jimenez and Ernie Els. That's fifth and sixth.
[00:26:10] >> Pretty quick putt here coming down the hill the entire way. You know, we talked about it this week. These greens are hard to read because it's a hilly golf course, which makes them really hard to pick up the breaks. He better be careful with the speed here. Oh my.
[00:26:30] >> What a birdie run from Jerry Kelly.
[00:26:32] >> That was unexpected.
[00:26:38] >> I think a two-putt might be a challenge. And he goes Draino from 50 feet. Kelly now regains the lead at 12-under. K.J. Choi, after birdies on 10 and 11.
[00:26:50] >> This is uphill. He's got to hit this hard and he did. Pretty good pace for K.J.. Not bad. He's got about two and a half feet.
[00:27:05] >> Ernie Els.
[00:27:06] >> Yeah, back down the hill here at 14. Oh, he burned it. What a great effort that was. Man.
[00:27:16] >> That was to tie it up at 12-under.
[00:27:24] >> We got some fun coming up with Ernie next few holes though. I mean, the 15th hole is only 277 yards. He can probably put it on the green with a 3-wood.
[00:27:37] >> Got to take advantage of your birdie opportunities when you have them.
[00:27:39] >> Yes. And then he's going to have 16 and 18 that he can reach. Jerry Kelly from about 50 feet up the slope. Green's getting a little bit wet. Really well done.
[00:27:57] >> Just made a long one and nestles that up there to tap in range.
[00:28:00] >> Yeah. That's two good long putts in a row from Kelly.
[00:28:03] >> I think that was more impressive because it's so slow, so easy to leave that one five or six feet short, particularly in this moment. That was well done.
[00:28:14] >> He's glad to get out of here with four, Phil. Steven Alker has made a boatload of putts from this length this year. I think that's been the one thing I've noticed is that he tends to make more long putts than maybe anyone out here.
[00:28:34] >> Well, he did so yesterday on the first nine as well. He knows what this one does after watching Harrington.
[00:28:44] >> Stays out on the high side.
[00:28:45] >> Nice work.
[00:28:58] >> Harrington about three and a half feet back down the slope. He's holding out very nicely.
[00:29:09] >> Padraig Harrington stays one back. Told me on the range he put it in the greenside bunker on 13 yesterday. Very drivable. We'll see that coming up.
[00:29:24] >> Brian Gay, 14th tee.
[00:29:33] >> Oh, my, what a great shot that was. Maybe the best we've seen today, that's outstanding.
[00:29:44] >> Alker now downhill lie, 118 yards. That hole cut back left, tough hole location. Need to hit a little skipper to get it back down.
[00:29:49] >> Yeah, it's really hard to get it on this back shelf. Sitting right up there on top of a mound, and that did not get up there. But he's got a good look. He's actually putting up a trough right there. Pretty straight look from right there for Alker.
[00:30:11] >> Brett Quigley to save par, walks it in at 17.
[00:30:16] >> He's got the firepower to get to 18 in two.
[00:30:24] >> Third shot for Bernhard Langer who was the defending champion. This just a moment ago on the 18th.
[00:30:34] >> That'll do. Brian Gay with a really good look here to get to 11.
[00:30:47] >> The second he hit that, he could tell he was leaving it short.
[00:30:52] >> Oh.
[00:30:52] >> Busy stretch of golf for Brian Gay. He's actually teaming up on the PGA Tour next week. Butterfield Bermuda Championship. 13th green, Steven Alker. This is for a share of the lead.
[00:31:04] >> Another tough putt to read. He's right in the little section where it's going to feel like it goes left. But once the ball travels four or five feet, it should move to the right a little bit. Up the hill, so he can be aggressive with the pace.
[00:31:19] >> Seems due for a big moment like this.
[00:31:26] >> Greens are really slowing up, George, with this moisture on them. I mean, I think it's making a big difference. They're trying to hit them a little bit harder than they have been. And, I mean, really the green speed's just changed by a good foot or more with this water.
[00:31:42] >> Had been running at 13 all week.
[00:31:44] >> Solid 13, as the officials told us.
[00:31:52] >> Will be a par putt now for Jerry Kelly. Lanny, what's it like trying to make that in-round adjustment?
[00:31:56] >> Well, you've just got to. I mean, especially with an uphill putt, you just think, okay, I'm not going to get it too far out of control. You still pay attention to the pace, particularly downhillers. But you've got to be aware that it is slower than it was.
[00:32:10] >> Phil, does that impact how much break you're playing?
[00:32:12] >> That's a very good point, George. Yes, it does. As Lanny has explained all week, if the greens slow up, they don't break as much as they do when they're quick. Good example here. He's going to move a little bit to his left, but will it move as much as he thinks?
[00:32:26] >> The way Kelly putts, I would think these greens would actually, this pace will benefit him.
[00:32:33] >> What a save by Jerry Kelly.
[00:32:34] >> It was a great save, but I think he hits it -- he putts firmer than the other two, if you will.
[00:32:45] >> Up to the 18th. Pretty much good for the defending Schwab Cup champ, Bernhard Langer. 69 at 8-under, that currently has him T14.
[00:33:00] >> Anytime he's got a mid to long iron in his hand, he's very capable of knocking the flag out of the hole. Has such a good golf swing.
[00:33:11] >> He tends to play maybe just a slight cut on this shot. Maybe start the ball at the hole or just right of it and let it -- if it doesn't peel, you go right at the hole.
[00:33:18] >> Yeah. That's also why he's going to the right side of the tee here, Phil, to give himself a little bit better angle at that left hole location.
[00:33:26] >> Alker, 1-under on the 14th this week.
[00:33:38] >> Really well done. That's exactly what Phil was talking about. Right in the center of the green, and now he's got about 15, 18 feet for Birdie.
[00:33:48] >> Padraig Harrington, the last guy in our final threesome.
[00:33:50] >> Seen a few little errant iron shots this week on the par-3s from Padraig, but this looks to be started on a decent line. It's getting right. He's caught the green, though.
[00:34:05] >> At the 15th, K.J. Choi laid back off the tee. This is his second to the short par-4.
[00:34:11] >> Needs to spin. There it comes. Oh, he missed the ball. That was good.
[00:34:25] >> Padraig Harrington for birdie and a share of the lead. Just grazes the edge of the cup. You're going to hear this a lot on this back nine, guys, with a look at birdie and a share. Because it's Jerry Kelly leading at 12-under, four players tied at 11-under, one back, including Steven Alker.
[00:34:56] >> He's got a really good look to tie the lead right here. This is very doable. What, just outside the right edge, Phil?
[00:35:03] >> Yeah, he had a good chance to watch Harrington's putt, which is a very similar line. So he's got a pretty good idea what this does, just if he can execute or not.
[00:35:19] >> Oh, it stayed over there. He put it over there pretty soft and it did not move.
[00:35:26] >> Same side to the 15th. Want to have Brian Gay for birdie, gets within one. Brian looking for his first win on the PGA Tour Champions. Brett Quigley closing out his week on the 18th. This is for par. Solid final round 67, 10-under currently has you T7. Padraig Harrington, he's in a solid spot here.
[00:36:01] >> The lie is down grain. The green's going away from him a little bit. It's all about contact here. He's got to clip this off that tight line.
[00:36:07] >> The other good news is it wasn't in the magnolia tree. Pretty well done here for Padraig. That's beautiful.
[00:36:16] >> If you have any fleas on your chipping game, that sort of lie will find it in this moment. That was nice.
[00:36:26] >> Alker for birdie and a share.
[00:36:28] >> Kelly's putt turned left the last six inches. See if his does here as well. Slightly different line.
[00:36:41] >> And here we go. Two tied at 12-under.
[00:36:47] >> Can we make it three?
[00:36:57] >> If Padraig gets this in, you've got to give the advantage to him in the next three holes. He's longer than the other two. He should be able to reach both par-5 16 and 18, even in this dampness. So big putt for Padraig here to get tied and use his length to his advantage.
[00:37:19] >> Now three tied at 12-under. Alker and Harrington cash in on the short par-4 15th. You've got to love this finishing stretch here at the Country Club of Virginia, par-5 16th, par-3 17 and another par-5 18th. Very reachable. 16th next. Up ahead on the green, Doug Barron.
[00:37:42] >> To get to 11.
[00:37:44] >> Barron curls it in. And he's just one back. Barron's first birdie since the 6th hole. K.J. Choi for birdie and a share. K.J. now at 12-under. Doug Barron getting hyped up.
[00:38:09] >> Dougie tends to get a little excited. Sometimes you think it's the first birdie he ever made.
[00:38:16] >> Back on the 18th green, Ernie Els for birdie.
[00:38:19] >> To get to 12.
[00:38:23] >> Would momentarily have a share of the lead, and that was right in the jaws. Ernie's best round of the week. 5-under 67 will be a top ten finish at the Dominion Energy Charity Classic. But all pars his last seven holes. Call it back to the 16th. Three birdie putts on somewhat similar lines.
[00:38:56] >> Unfortunately for Alker, he has to go first to show everybody else the line. Back uphill at first a little bit. Just move a little bit to his right, I think. Very makeable putt.
[00:39:10] >> Alker makes it, he may show them how to do it, but then they have to do it with a little bit of heat on them.
[00:39:16] >> Alker just birdied the 15th, hoping for two in a row.
[00:39:27] >> There you go.
[00:39:27] >> How clutch is that? Steven Alker, Schwab Cup points leader. Has three wins this season on the PGA Tour Champions. And closing in on his fourth thanks to a big birdie on the 16th.
[00:39:49] >> Harrington now. He's got about 45 feet. Plenty of room here. Just a big old high, soft bunker shot. Ooh, it didn't grab on that wet sand.
[00:40:07] >> None of these are gimmies, Lanny.
[00:40:07] >> Well, I thought they would all get it a little closer than they did, George. I really did. Particularly Kelly. I thought Kelly had a very straightforward run of the mill chip and run.
[00:40:18] >> I think Harrington thought his was going to check.
[00:40:21] >> Doug Barron at 11 for birdie. Barron from way downtown. Par-3 17th. Very challenging par-3.
[00:40:37] >> Yeah, 223 today and nobody's gotten near this flag.
[00:40:45] >> Hole looks like it's cut on top of a volcano back there, and he is taking it right at it if it's enough. What a shot.
[00:40:51] >> That's far and away the closest anybody's been that we've seen. That is one solid strike by Steven Alker.
[00:41:01] >> Third shot, K.J. Choi, 18th.
[00:41:03] >> Yeah, he's got to run up here with just a pitch shot. He should be able to get this pretty close. And he does. That's really well played by K.J.
[00:41:12] >> K.J., that to post 13-under. Alker for birdie to lead by two.
[00:41:20] >> Yeah, this is to take this tournament by the throat right now.
[00:41:28] >> Drips it in.
[00:41:28] >> How about these last three holes for Steven Alker? I mean, dead center putts, great swings. It's like he just flipped a switch on.
[00:41:39] >> Alker on fire, three straight birdies.
[00:41:47] >> Kelly has to make this to stay within two to have any chance at 18.
[00:41:57] >> Kelly, even on his round, started the day at 12-under. That's where he is, walking over to the 18th tee. But it's Steven Alker, a two-shot lead, going to the last. K.J. Choi, this would be the low number in the clubhouse at 13-under.
[00:42:15] >> Yeah, this means that Alker cannot relax. He can't afford any mistakes.
[00:42:19] >> How about this weekend for K.J. Choi? 65 on Saturday, 67 Sunday.
[00:42:25] >> Great playing.
[00:42:30] >> Jerry Kelly down to, looks like he's, Phil, giving it a go in two.
[00:42:34] >> Yeah, he's got 275 all the way back to the hole. He needs to blitz this one to have a chance to get it there. Uphill into a little breeze, cool.
[00:42:49] >> Going left, probably a good play there. Keep trying to avoid the bunkers if he can.
[00:42:52] >> Yeah, he might have needed that much just to get over the cross bunkers.
[00:42:56] >> Yes.
[00:43:01] >> Good angle, though, for the third. Steven Alker, does he take the bunker out of play there and just give it a ride up to the green?
[00:43:07] >> It looks to me like he's pulled 3-wood, Lanny. He's got 230 to the front of the green, 252 all the way back to the hole. I think the 3-wood takes the front bunker out of play, just hit it over it. Yeah, he outdrove Jerry there by 20 yards and he found a little extra 10 or 15 yards in the step there on that tee shot.
[00:43:24] >> Got some adrenaline flowing right now too.
[00:43:28] >> Need a good clean lie here when it's wet, that's the only thing. Don't want it spitting.
[00:43:39] >> Alker up by one.
[00:43:45] >> Oh, he bounced it into the bunker. Kind of surprising. Must not have caught that very well. That's a long bunker shot. Five's not in yet.
[00:43:56] >> All he needs is a par on the last, but that's an uncomfortable bunker shot for Steven Alker. Coming up, put it greenside in two, but has 50 yards left for his third. Phil, must make for Jerry Kelly.
[00:44:17] >> It's doable. 55 yards, plenty of green to scoot it back there. Don't know that he caught it though. Not at all what he's looking for. It's been his tournament all week after that great start. This one must smart a little bit.
[00:44:33] >> Been the story of his day. The low round on Friday. Jerry Kelly opening with a 7-under 65, back that up with a 67, had a two-shot lead coming into today. It's been even on Sunday.
[00:44:48] >> Well, Alker can get this on the green, but the thing is he'd like to get it semi-closed. You don't want a 40-, 50-footer. That's very conceivable from right here this far away. This is not an easy shot by any stretch of the imagination.
[00:45:02] >> No, this is a 40-yard bunker shot, Laney. He's got a little less lofted wedge, which I think is important. The only thing you want to do is go long here because this can be a difficult up and down from over this green.
[00:45:18] >> Third shot for Alker. Already has three wins. His last one though, coming earlier this spring, KitchenAid Senior PGA Championship.
[00:45:30] >> Yeah, but he's been in contention so many times. Even when Freddie Couples shot the round he did in Raleigh a couple weeks ago, he shot 61. Alker was second, so that's what's kept him at the top of the Schwab Cup race. We saw, what, 11 top threes this year? That's incredible. That's where the biggest money is, the most points. That's why he's got the substantial lead that he's had. Now it's going to be, if he can get this down in two, he's going to be borderline insurmountable going from here through Phoenix.
[00:46:04] >> This win would get him to four. That would tie Steve Stricker for the lead. And like you said, the cushion that he would have with this points lead, it would be hard to knock him off considering A, how well he's playing, and B, how much of an advantage he'd have with two playoff events left.
[00:46:19] >> Yeah, even with double points. Quite honestly, Harrington needed to probably win this week to make it interesting going forward. I think that Alker, by winning this week, probably eliminates Kelly, and Harrington may have to win the next two to have a chance.
[00:46:42] >> Well, and that's what makes this drop and how much time he's taken on this shot so important. There's so many points at the top, as you said, Lanny, currently at 11-under par. If he can make this get to 13, he would tie Choi there for second. Two putts certainly is very important to finish at 12. And that'll move a little right coming up the slope. You've got a lot of moisture in the grass, he's going to have to factor that in. Interesting that he's taking the flagstick out. Make as much room as you can for that ball in that hole.
[00:47:32] >> Harrington at 11-under. Padraig will probably think what could have been on this back nine. Had good opportunities on 13 and 16. Was only able to make par on those holes. Thought it was his advantage going to the 16th tee with three tied at 12-under.
[00:48:09] >> Yeah, no question. With his length, it just didn't seem to materialize, you know, for Harrington coming in. Didn't take care of 16. 17, blew it over the green. And then 18, he was going to make probably birdie at 18, but needed three. We just heard that Jerry Kelly is the only person over par out of the top players here finishing up today. Everybody else has got it under par.
[00:48:38] >> Yeah, only player who isn't under par. Jerry Kelly needed to make that to tie up K.J. Choi. Kelly with par on the last will be T3 with Doug Barron at 12-under. Just one of those days where you don't have it.
[00:49:00] >> No, it looked like he did, but the double bogey at 4 really started things doing the wrong way for Jerry. Getting off to a good start birdying the first hole and got through 3, which is a very difficult hole with par. So everything looked good until 4.
[00:49:23] >> Wonder if Padraig will putt out first and then Steven Alker is going to throw the ball down.
[00:49:30] >> He was looking but Alker never looked at him. Alker had an opportunity to watch Kelly's putt, so he's got a good idea what the speed is, no surprises here.
[00:49:39] >> This green being slower and wet, easy to leave this putt short if you start getting a little careful, Phil. Yeah, I think the one thing he's got to do is give it enough to get up there around the hole.
[00:49:57] >> Alker to close with four straight birdies.
[00:50:03] >> That was really, really well done. That's a great putt.
[00:50:09] >> Now he'll throw a mark on it. Weight off his shoulders.
[00:50:13] >> Yeah.
[00:50:23] >> Padraig for birdie to hop up to T3 at 12-under. Good birdie on the last. Total it up, it's a 3-under 69 for Harrington. A statement win for Alker at the Dominion Energy Charity Classic. 3-under his last four holes, his fourth win this season on the PGA Tour Champions.
[00:51:25] >> Yeah, that was some display down the stretch for Steven Alker. He just all of a sudden took this tournament by the throat and did not let go.
[00:51:33] >> Not only is Steven Alker taking this tournament by the throat, he was the Schwab Cup points leader coming into this week, and then wins the first playoff event. Staring down Padraig Harrington and Jerry Kelly in that final group. His first win since the KitchenAid Senior PGA Tour Championship.
