PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR – SANFORD INTERNATIONAL

00:00:31:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Well, the picturesque Sioux Falls waterfall, located in Falls Park, right in the heart of downtown Sioux Falls.  And when you're in the state of South Dakota, you expect to see a lot of these guys, big, burly bison.  Minnehaha Country Club formed by four guys back in 1905.  The club moved to its present-day location in 1917.  And now, for the fourth time, it is playing host to the Sanford International.  And this layout fast becoming a favorite among guys on the PGA Tour Champions.
00:01:06:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Out on the 14th, Rocco Mediate, a Winner of this event just two years ago, back in 2019, has this for birdie.
00:01:12:11

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  He made a lot of putts back then.  This is a good 40 feet for Rocco. [cup rattles]
00:01:16:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Oh!

00:01:16:27

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.
00:01:18:04

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Rocco.
00:01:18:10

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful putt.
00:01:19:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: What a run.  Birdie, eagle, par, birdie.  Now 4 under on his round.
00:01:25:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Lanny, let's take a look at some of the highlights from earlier in this Opening Round.  Steve Stricker, par 3 6th. [club swing]
00:01:32:11

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  164 yards today, par 3.  Steve Stricker taking dead aim.  These greens are receptive.
00:01:38:25

CROWD: Oh!

00:01:39:14

LANNY WADKINS: Wonderful shot by Stricker in there to about 4 feet. [cheers and clapping]
00:01:43:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Took a peek at it.  He would make birdie.
00:01:45:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Same hole, our Defending Champ, Miguel Angel Jimenez for birdie.
00:01:48:09

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A little longer look.  Down the hill, moving left to right.  This is what perfect pace does for you.  Gets it to fall in the edge. [cheers and clapping] Love that.
00:01:57:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: How pure is that?  Those greens just looking phenomenal.
00:02:01:19

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We go up a couple to the 8th.  Some good out of Fred Couples, this tee shot. [club click]

00:02:06:03

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A nice little par 3, 158 yards.  Freddie swinging extremely well, taking dead aim here. [ball thunk] And is he ever. [cheers and clapping] Didn't get inside Ernie Els, though.
00:02:17:04

GEORGE SAVARICAS: But they would both make birdie on the 8th.
00:02:20:19

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Jim Furyk making the turn on the 10th for birdie.
00:02:24:04

LANNY WADKINS: Jim Furyk, a good shot.  This is a hard par 3.  200 yards today.  About 30 feet down the hill, moving right to left.  And here, again, excellent pace. [cheers and clapping] Gets it to fall right in that right edge.
00:02:38:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So let's take a look at the Leaderboard right now.  Rod Pampling on the course playing his final hole of the day.  He has a one-shot lead over our colleague, Matt Gogel, in the house with a 6 under 64, matched by Robert Karlsson, as well.
00:02:51:02

JOHN COOK: Go up to the 15th now and Alex Cejka for birdie.  Left his wedge, oh, a good 30 feet short.  Now going back up a little bit of a slope.  And center cut.  Did even need the flagstick there, Lanny. [clapping] It would have gone right in the center of the hole.
00:03:06:23

LANNY WADKINS: No.  That one was perfect.  I--

00:03:11:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Up one to the 14.  Vijay Singh having his struggles so far today.  3 over on his round, from across the green for birdie.
00:03:22:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Vijay. [clapping] Let him in.
00:03:26:16

LANNY WADKINS: Well, that'll get it going the other way.  He's got a couple of holes coming up he can also handle.  So if he can get this thing to the house under par, the--I mean, even par, he would probably be very happy at this point.
00:03:40:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Birdies in two of his last three holes.
00:03:44:28

JOHN COOK: This is Bernhard Langer, his third at the 13th.
00:03:47:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Has [indistinct] of the green to work with.  Off the upslope.  Ball sitting down, though.
00:03:53:16

JOHN COOK: He chose to pitch it on the putting surface.  And [cheers and clapping]--

00:03:56:23

MALE: Whoo!

00:03:57:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Really?
00:03:57:23

JOHN COOK: --thank you, flagstick.  Thank you very much.
00:04:03:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Second shot for Jim Furyk from the 14th fairway.
00:04:06:19

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Right in the center of the fairway. No [club swing] problems here.  This hole location, pretty much back in the open.  9 from the right, 23 deep. [ball thunk] Green is receptive.  And Furyk taking advantage.  Great shot. [clapping]
00:04:18:27

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Pretty shot from Furyk there.
00:04:22:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 18th, Brandt Jobe for birdie and a share of the lead.
00:04:28:11

LANNY WADKINS: Down the hill.  And [cheers and clapping] good putt by Brandt.  And great finish.
00:04:33:27

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We're seeing a flurry of 64s out there, Lanny.
00:04:35:20

LANNY WADKINS: We are.  So that's really good scoring today.  We'll see how that goes for the week.
00:04:42:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Up ahead on the green, Jim Furyk.
00:04:46:02

LANNY WADKINS: Excellent 2nd shot in here, George.  Just--it looks like 6, 7 feet here for Furyk.  Very nice. [clapping]
00:04:53:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Has the putter working.
00:04:56:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: And Steve Flesch trying to make a move to 1 under on his round.
00:04:59:16

LANNY WADKINS: A good shot in here.  About 7 feet for Steve.  Ooh, nice stroke.  Wow!  I liked the pace on that stroke.
00:05:09:03

JOHN COOK: Jim Furyk chose to lay the ball up here at the 15th.  So this will be about 100 and [club swing] about--just under 140 yards.
00:05:19:15

LANNY WADKINS: He's carried this all the way to the flag.
00:05:20:23

CROWD: Oh!

00:05:21:12

JOHN COOK: He did.  Exactly what he did, Lanny.  Hit just short of the flagstick. [clapping] Yeah, gets in there just a couple of feet.
00:05:29:03

LANNY WADKINS: He played this hole correctly. [music]
00:05:31:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Some other highlights from this Opening Round.  Robert Karlsson on the 15th for birdie.
00:05:36:11

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Man, do we keep waiting to post a win.  He's played a lot of [cheers and clapping] high-quality golf this year.
00:05:42:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: He keeps knocking on the door.  And you wonder when he's gonna break through.  Maybe it could be this week, considering the start he's had at the Sanford International.

00:05:49:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Rod Pampling also playing well.
00:05:51:27

LANNY WADKINS: Well, Rod's always been a terrific ball striker.  But he has [clapping] figured out something with the putting.  Heck, his putting stroke even looks good for a change.
00:06:01:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Pampling also turning in a 64.
00:06:04:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: And what about the round for Matt Gogel?  For eagle on the 4th.
00:06:09:21

LANNY WADKINS: Well, Gogs has a well-rounded game.  He's still trying to find his way back.  Great putt, there.  Makes for a simple tap-in birdie.
00:06:20:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: More from Retief Goosen on the 12th. [club swing]
00:06:25:10

LANNY WADKINS: Par 5.  He's just got iron second shot in here.  As long as anyone out here. [ball thunk] A lot of quality shots.  And this is--[clapping] that makes it look too easy, there, by Goosen.
00:06:37:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: David Toms, a Winner last week, trying to follow up that encore performance here in South Dakota. [clapping]
00:06:47:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Closing hole.  Colin Montgomerie get in with an even-par round, would have to get this birdie putt to drop.
00:06:53:20

LANNY WADKINS: About 18 feet here for Colin. [cheers and clapping] He's at the proper level.
00:07:01:07

JOHN COOK: Jiminez now for his birdie at 15.
00:07:05:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And this ball is a tough read, especially where this hole is positioned.  It's just on a little shelf that sits in the back right portion of the green.  Anything in this putt, here after watching the pitch shot there of Langer, it's gotta have just a little bit of left in it here.
00:07:28:18

JOHN COOK: Jiminez minus 2 for the day.  He played last week at the--at Wentworth and played very well.
00:07:42:28

MALE: Yeah.  Go. [clapping]
00:07:44:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: There you go.
00:07:44:12

JOHN COOK: I'm sure he made some of those.
00:07:49:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 16th, Jim Furyk for birdie.
00:07:54:01

LANNY WADKINS: Well, one thing for sure, he learned absolutely nothing from Ernie Els' part--putt, because he starting it left of the hole and it broke left.  Out to the right.  And [cheers and clapping]--

00:08:05:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Nice roll.
00:08:05:16

LANNY WADKINS: --he didn't need a teach.  Good stroke there by Furyk.
00:08:14:13

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke now from the left rough at 15.  A nice round of golf going for Darren.  I talked to him on the [club swing] practice putting green yesterday for quite a while.  And he feels really good about his game.  If that putter just heats up a little bit, he's hit a lot of shots like that, right there.
00:08:34:05

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke now from the left rough at 15.  A nice round of golf going for Darren.  I talked to him on the [club swing] practice putting green yesterday for quite a while.  And he feels really good about his game.  If that putter just heats up a little bit, he's hit a lot of shots like that, right there.  That will get--try to get to 6 under par.
00:08:57:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: This one outside the circle of friends for Fred.
00:08:59:15

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Freddie needs this.  He doesn't want to let this hole get away.  And he doesn't. [clapping] Good putt.  It wasn't the best pitch shot.  But an excellent putt.
00:09:10:04

JOHN COOK: Up to 18.
00:09:11:17

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. Choi to try and birdie the last and grab the lead.
00:09:17:06

LANNY WADKINS: On the proper level.  About 15 feet.  Yes.  Oh! [clapping]
00:09:27:27

JOHN COOK: Now this is Darren Clarke for his birdie after that beautiful second out of the left rough.
00:09:33:29

LANNY WADKINS: And he's got a very reachable par 5 [clapping] coming up next--
00:09:37:00

JOHN COOK: He would have--

00:09:37:11

LANNY WADKINS: --with his length.
00:09:38:00

JOHN COOK: He will have some sort of iron in there if he hits the--hits the fairway.
00:09:43:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Bernhard Langer, a past Captain, as well--
00:09:45:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.  Yep.
00:09:46:17

GEORGE SAVARICAS: --back in 2004, leading the Europeans to win on American soil.  Steve Stricker said they had the recon trip earlier this week to Whistling Straits.  11 of the 12 guys on Team U.S.A. made the trip.
00:09:57:26

LANNY WADKINS: I like that.  I think that's a great idea.  We did that at Kiowa in '91.  We actually played Kiowa before it officially opened.  Uh, Pete Dye had constructed it for the Ryder Cup.  We were down there ahead of it opening.  So spent some time there.  Great bonding time for the team at that, uh, venue, as well, at that point in time.  And, uh, I think that's probably gonna serve the Americans very well.
00:10:18:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Langer rolls it in. [clapping]
00:10:21:16

LANNY WADKINS: Really nice up-and-down there by Bernhard.
00:10:22:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle]
00:10:23:22

LANNY WADKINS: Great down.  The up was okay.  But the down was--

00:10:25:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle]
00:10:26:11

LANNY WADKINS: --really good.
00:10:27:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That was more impressive, there.  Uh, I will say he's back to red figures now.
00:10:32:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 18th hole.  Vijay Singh.  Right side of the fairway. [club swing]
00:10:36:22

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Didn't get the birdies he thought he would coming down the stretch.  Been a very slow day for Vijay. [ball thunk] [cheers and clapping] Takes dead aim here at 18, though.
00:10:47:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: That's one way to close it out.
00:10:50:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Now Steve Stricker.
00:10:55:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And also an 8 iron for Stricker.  And you have to be precise, especially with that ridge that guards that front section of the hole there.  It's got to come in high and from right to left if you're gonna get it close.
00:11:07:25

JOHN COOK: You sure don't want to miss this green to the left with this hole location.
00:11:10:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That is a definite. [club swing]
00:11:16:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He's trying to bring it in high.  He lost it out to the right.
00:11:19:26

JOHN COOK: Trying to turn it in [ball thunk] and--

00:11:21:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.  Not bad, though.
00:11:22:01

JOHN COOK: --not bad.  Just underneath hole high. [clapping] Be putting back up the hill.
00:11:27:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back on the 18th fairway, Darren Clarke, 1 off the lead.  142 in [club swing] for his 2nd. [ball thunk]
00:11:39:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: High and it--

00:11:39:16

LANNY WADKINS: Carries it up top.  Leaves it underneath the hold loc--good shot by Darren. [clapping]
00:11:45:27

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker now at 17 for birdie.  And Billy-Ray, we have not seen a putt made on this green all day except for Jerry Kelly, who hit it in there about a foot.
00:11:53:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, that's a Wisconsin native.  I think this Wisconsin native right here will knock [putter clicks] one down, as well.  Yep. [cheers and clapping]
00:12:02:17

JOHN COOK: Right on cue.  Right in the center.  Couldn't take advantage of the par 5 16.  But a nice birdie there at 17 for Captain Steve Stricker.
00:12:20:15

LANNY WADKINS: Darren Clarke [cheers and clapping] ties the lead.
00:12:24:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Clarke with a 63.  He was the European Ryder Cup Captain back in 2016 at Hazeltine the last time--
00:12:28:08

LANNY WADKINS: [Overlap] Yes, he was.
00:12:29:16

GEORGE SAVARICAS: --the Ryder Cup was in the U.S.  And Clarke a Co-Leader with that 7-under 63. [music]
00:12:35:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Which name surprises you on the First Page of the Leaderboard?
00:12:38:12

LANNY WADKINS: Well, I mean, it's nice to see K.J. Choi, I'll say that.  Because he's the one guy that I expected to play better when he's been out here.  This is the first time we've really seen him up in the mix.  So good to have K.J. Choi involved.
00:12:51:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We see the names at 3 under par include Steve Stricker.  Rich Beem playing pretty solid golf with that 3-under 67.

00:12:58:13

LANNY WADKINS: [Overlap] He's got a lot of game, if he can just get that putter to behave.  [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:13:09:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: [Music] A nice look at Falls Park, right by downtown Sioux Falls, where you can check out the scenic Sioux Falls waterfall.  The weather shifting last night into the weekend.  And the flags are whipping today.  The wind is up.  And it is gusting for this Second Round at Minnehaha Country Club.  100 years ago, they expanded what was a 9-hole layout to 18 holes.  Players have been raving about the course conditions.  And they're do--enjoying the test in front of them so far this week.
00:13:38:07

JOHN COOK: Let's go back to 12.
00:13:40:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. Choi.
00:13:43:05

LANNY WADKINS: The greens are still a little bit soft underneath.  We had an overnight rain on, uh, Thursday night into Friday morning.  So they've been receptive.  Even--downwind they're gonna release.  But into the wind, they can still be soft.  And very easy to spin this ball back.
00:13:59:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No doubt.  Choi currently at 4 under par.  He had to back off once already for a big gust.
00:14:09:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Another big gust just hit.  He doesn't back off, though. [club swing] Now the wind has got this one. [ball thunk]
00:14:19:29

LANNY WADKINS: It might work its way down a little closer.  So it--that's okay.  Into that wind, it's getting better all the time.  It just got to be a pretty good shot.
00:14:29:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Look at that.  Tracking, and tracking, and tracking.  A well-needed third there for K.J. Choi.  Speaking of K.J., some of the earlier highlights.  His second to the 7th.
00:14:38:25

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  This is what I was talking about. [club swing] Downwind, uh, the ball will release.  K.J. from the center of the fairway.  A good strike.  But look at this thing release downwind.  Wind is really whipping. [clapping] And that's an excellent play by K.J.
00:14:50:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. would birdie there.  He was our overnight Co-Leader after opening with a 63.
00:14:54:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Steve Stricker on 15.
00:14:57:02

LANNY WADKINS: Ryder Cup Captain is making putts, trying to be a factor this week.  And he may be before it's over with.
00:15:03:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Past Champion of this event three years ago.
00:15:07:04

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Paul Stankowski, what a story he's been this week.  On 16, trying to get home in 2, the par 5.
00:15:12:03

LANNY WADKINS: He's played a lot of nice golf lately.  Right at--finishing right around Top 10 every week.  And swinging well.  Par 5 just a middle iron second shot downwind. [clapping] Excellent play.
00:15:23:17

GEORGE SAVARICAS: He would two-putt for birdie, getting him to 9 under at that point.
00:15:26:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. Choi, tee shot, par 3 10th.
00:15:30:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  The 10th hole today playing 194.  Downwind for K.J.  And a really nice play in there by K.J.  It releases right up to just a couple of feet. [clapping]
00:15:43:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A good way to get your back 9 started.  Birdie for K.J.
00:15:47:04

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Miguel Angel Jimenez, 14th. [club swing]
00:15:51:01

LANNY WADKINS: Playing from the fairway.  So he's got complete over this.  And nobody controls their golf ball much better than [ball thunk] Jiminez.  And wonderful shot into 14 [clapping] to a tough back hole location.
00:16:02:12

GEORGE SAVARICAS: And the Defending Champ would birdie, get to 7 under.
00:16:05:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Now live on the 18th, Paul Stankowski for birdie and a share of the Lead.
00:16:10:00

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A good shot in here by Stanko.  Probably just about 10 feet.  It should move a little to his left.  Oh, yeah. [cheers and clapping]
00:16:18:12

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Center cut.  That's his career best round on the PGA Tour Champions.  Ties for the Low Round this week, Lanny, with a 7 under 63. [music]
00:16:29:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So Stankowski, Co-Leader with Alex Cejka.  K.J. Choi, Steve Flesch, Rod Pampling all on the course.  They are a shot back in a tie for first.
00:16:38:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Stricker making a push now, 2 back in a tie for 6th.  Some of the big names a little further down, Fred Couples, Ernie Els, Davis Love III, all at 5 under.  Matt Gogel opened with a 64.  One over, though, through 12.  He's in a tie for 13th.
00:16:55:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. Choi, a birdie putt coming up.  K.J.'s done a good job of steadying himself this round.  Was 1 over through 6.  Birdies on 7 and 10.  If he could make birdie here, he would grab a share of the lead at 9 under par.
00:17:15:22

MALE: Go in the hole. [cheers and clapping]
00:17:17:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very, very well-judged there by K.J.  Yesterday this hole was basically a giveaway.  Today, if you do not put it in the right spot, it's playing a little bit tougher today if you don't find the fairway.
00:17:32:21

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Lanny, turning into a very bunched Leaderboard at the top.
00:17:35:01

LANNY WADKINS: It really is.  I've been waiting for K.J. to get something going.  I--I thought he would come out here on this Tour playing a little stronger than he has.  This is really the first week that he's made his presence felt.  And he's been playing for a while.  So kind of--he's--he's taking his time getting going.
00:17:52:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And now Darren Clarke.  We saw his second shot end up in the penalty area.  He played a beautiful shot to here.  Actually almost flew it in the hole.
00:18:00:08

MALE: Yeah.
00:18:00:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And he walks away with birdie. [clapping] Very s--

00:18:01:29

MALE: Go birdie.
00:18:02:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very solid hole for this final grouping.
00:18:09:21

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Darren with his issues today.  The birdie, though, gets him 2 over.
00:18:26:06

GEORGE SAVARICAS: This left for birdie. [cup rattles] Now just one back of the Co-Leaders. [clapping]
00:18:37:17

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Captain Stricker, par 5.
00:18:39:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Need to make this one to stay in touch.  Lead's probably gonna get close to 10.  And he--ooh--loses one here at 18.  That's not a good place to make bogey.  No place is a good place to make bogey.  But 18 is not that difficult today. [clapping]
00:18:56:01

JOHN COOK: 187-yard, par-3 17th.  Hole location in the back c--maybe back left. [club swing] He can only see the--half of the flagstick.  Pitch is [ball thunk] from the middle of the green to the back of the green, right there.  And that's a well-played tee shot from Alex Cejka.  It's gonna come back down a little bit of the slope.  It shouldn't be any problem, right there.  Putting back up the hill.
00:19:29:10

JOHN COOK: [music] Earlier on the 12th hole at--Alex Cejka--this his third.  Long left.  He's trying to play the super-flopadopolis.  And it hit like a--like, a pancake flour.  Now watch this.
00:19:41:01

MALE: Get in there. [cheers and clapping]
00:19:42:19

JOHN COOK: How about that shot? [chuckle] That wasn't looking like 3 at any time soon.  But he gets to write it down on the scorecard.
00:19:51:19

JOHN COOK: This is Rod Pampling for par at 13.  Drove it to the right.  Missed the green.  Pitched to here.  And got out of that quickly.  13th playing as the toughest hole on the golf course today.  Only two birdies.
00:20:08:00

JOHN COOK: We saw the tee shot of Alex Cejka at 17.  Now putting back up the hill.  Pretty slow putt. [putter clicks] To get to double figures.
00:20:21:05

JOHN COOK: The 17th playing pretty difficult today.  Tough to get the ball close.
00:20:25:21

LANNY WADKINS: That's a tough hole location, all the way in the back of this green.  Kind of almost like a separate green back there, Cookie.  You just--[cup rattles] you really can't see the bottom of the flagstick.
00:20:34:20

JOHN COOK: Exactly. [clapping]
00:20:36:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Billy Andrade coming off back-to-back birdies on 16 and 17.
00:20:41:18

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  In the short cut here.  But shouldn't pose a problem.  He should be able to spin it okay from there.  He's got a great angle.  Front left hole location.  And nice shot there by Billy.
00:20:52:01

JOHN COOK: Jim Furyk's tee shot now at the 17th.  Back into the wind, 187 yards today. [club swing] Oh, how low he hit that.  Apex is 48 feet.  Gonna run it down that slope. [cheers and clapping]
00:21:07:20

LANNY WADKINS: Love that shot.
00:21:08:22

JOHN COOK: What a wonderful golf shot.  Don't you love that flighted shot there, Lanny?
00:21:12:29

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, that was fantastic.
00:21:14:13

JOHN COOK: He may now--[cheers and clapping]
00:21:20:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 18th green, Billy Andrade for birdie.
00:21:23:25

LANNY WADKINS: Get one closer.  Might get it within three of the lead.  You never know what the lead's gonna be when the day is over.  Three's a nice place to be.  And yes, he does. [cheers and clapping] What a finish for Billy Andrade.
00:21:39:26

JOHN COOK: We saw that brilliant tee shot of Jim Furyk at 17, just a little low-flighted iron shot.  Now this to pay off for his birdie [cheers and clapping] at 17.
00:21:52:02

CROWD: U.S.A., U.S.A., U.S.A.
00:21:53:12

JOHN COOK: How's that?
00:21:54:16

CROWD: U.S.A.
00:21:56:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 18th hole.  Olazabal, below the cup for birdie.
00:22:00:16

LANNY WADKINS: Always a wonderful putter.  That's not his best. [clapping]
00:22:10:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Jose Maria, a World Golf Hall of Fame member.  Both rounds under 70.  In with his 2nd Round 69. [music]
00:22:19:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: But at 4 under, he is five back of the Co-Leaders, Choi, Cejka, Stankowski.  Steve Flesch, once again in the mix at the Sanford International, 1 back. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:22:35:14

JOHN COOK: The 17th, born and raised in South Dakota, Tom Byrum and the Byrum family, big, big in this neck of the woods. [club swing]
00:22:44:05

LANNY WADKINS: Even Curt?

00:22:45:13

JOHN COOK: Even C.B.  Legend.  How about this shot for Tom Byrum? [clapping] Beautiful swing, nice strike.  Watched him hit balls earlier this week.  And he was striking his golf ball nicely.
00:23:00:06

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Second Round coverage of the Sanford International.  Closing hole, Jim Furyk attempting to go birdie/birdie his last two.
00:23:10:01

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, never had enough pace.  Turned off on him. [clapping]
00:23:24:18

JOHN COOK: Rod Pampling hit his tee shot at 15 over the back of the green.  Pitched to here.  Now six feet for birdie.  Well done.  Well-played hole.  Took advantage of that downwind par 4.
00:23:37:01

JOHN COOK: Tom Byrum now for birdie at 17 after that beautiful tee shot. [cheers and clapping] Legendary family here in South Dakota.  Tom Byrum.  "Leave him alone," Curt Byrum says.  "Leave my brother alone."
00:24:01:20

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke, kind of a tough break here, Billy-Ray.  I think if it got in the bunker it would be easier.
00:24:08:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It's not gonna be [club clicks] as bad as it looks because he's just across green.  If he had advanced the ball forward, he would have no play at all. [clapping] So he had a decent stance.  And a wonderful play there by Clarke.
00:24:19:19

JOHN COOK: It looked very well done.  Check this out, the contact.  Takes it up in the air.  Commits to that shot, Lanny.  Throws that right hand under.
00:24:27:23

LANNY WADKINS: He--

00:24:28:01

JOHN COOK: Flips it up in the air.
00:24:28:24

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Textbook, uh, way to play that.  Just--that right hand underneath it, that's just old school.  Beautiful play there by Clarke.  He really well judged.
00:24:38:02

JOHN COOK: I thought where he--the way his ball looked off the tee, he was really gonna have a difficult situation.  But he took advantage of it.
00:24:45:05

LANNY WADKINS: I thought it was kind of overhanging the bunker.
00:24:46:24

JOHN COOK: That's what I thought.
00:24:47:21

LANNY WADKINS: Which would have been tough to ground your club, or anything.  So it ended up being okay.  Wasn't quite as bad as it looked.
00:24:54:18

LANNY WADKINS: K.J. with a very simple bunker shot.
00:24:56:28

JOHN COOK: A pretty straightforward bunker shot here, Billy-Ray.
00:24:59:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It--well, it is.  The only issue now is it's coming off the downslope.  Wind from left to right.  I don't think he can come in as high and soft as we saw the shot of Darren Clarke.  So I think this ball will be--he'll have to land it much shorter and let it try to chase out here.
00:25:18:02

JOHN COOK: Remember, back there at 13, he hit that brilliant bunker shot on the very awkward stance.  This appears to be a little more straightforward.
00:25:30:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It should run out nicely, just landed on the edge.  We'll see.  The wind helping it, as well.
00:25:34:12

JOHN COOK: Kind of a little mini chunk-and-run. [clapping] Didn't have that--

00:25:36:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:25:36:19

JOHN COOK: --spanking sound.  But pretty well done.
00:25:40:15

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Birdie putt for Ernie Els.
00:25:43:02

LANNY WADKINS: Needs this on to get a little closer. [cheers and clapping]
00:25:51:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back to 15.
00:25:53:17

JOHN COOK: K.J. Choi now for his birdie.
00:25:56:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A wonderful bunker shot here.  Now this putt does break back to the right.  Look at that.  We talked about it at the top of the show.  Putting across this spot, this wind is gonna push this putt even more to the right.
00:26:09:09

LANNY WADKINS: Great chance here, Cookie, to put some distance between himself.  This hole here, this putt, and then the next hole, a reachable par 5.
00:26:16:25

JOHN COOK: Exactly.  He'll have the length to reach 16 in two.  So this to get to double figures.
00:26:27:08

JOHN COOK: He really looks good over those, you know--

00:26:28:25

LANNY WADKINS: [Chuckle]
00:26:28:28

JOHN COOK: --mid-range putts, right there.
00:26:30:13

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  He's--

00:26:30:28

JOHN COOK: Every one is going perfect speed, right in the center.
00:26:33:00

LANNY WADKINS: I don't think he's looked that solid ever when we've seen him in the past.  It--actually a little bit on the other--other way.  So he's--he's done some work on his putting and it shows.
00:26:43:14

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke now for his birdie.  He's starting to battle back a little bit. [clapping]
00:26:52:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We drop back to the par 5 16th.  Rod Pampling just off the green.  It looks like he is going with putter.
00:27:01:25

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  That--that was just a, uh--from where he was playing that second shot, he could have put that in the water.  He could have put it in the bunkers, over the green.  It could have gone anywhere.  That was really well done to get this up there where he's actually got a le--a legitimate look at eagle.
00:27:16:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We saw him chip it from off the 14th green.  Do you like the play with putter here, Lanny?
00:27:19:17

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  I like the--I liked putter on the last hole.  I really like it here now. [crowd yells] Oh, my goodness.  I just--that was in.  He did, too.  I'm--how did it miss?
00:27:33:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Heck of a run at an eagle.  I mean, that--that looked good from 2, 3 feet out. [clapping] Never bad to have a tap-in birdie.
00:27:41:07

LANNY WADKINS: No.
00:27:41:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Two in a row.  Rod 1 back of the Leader, K.J. Choi.
00:27:46:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back on the 16th, our Leader, K.J. Choi in the fairway bunker.  Is it decision time, Billy-Ray?
00:27:51:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he is going for it.  What a risky shot.  211, total.  Coming from off the upslope here. [club swing] Straight up in the air.  Incredible contact from that bunker.  Didn't see this one coming, guys.
00:28:03:21

LANNY WADKINS: I didn't see it coming, either.  I thought he was laying up, and then I see him aimed way left. [clapping] I go, "What is he doing?"  And then he puts it--he's got a legitimate 15-footer for eagle.  What a great strike and shot by K.J. [club swing] This had to be perfect contact.  And it was.  Really bold play.
00:28:24:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: That is so well done out of the fairway bunker.
00:28:26:26

LANNY WADKINS: I just didn't see that shot coming.  I'm sorry.  That's--that's incredible. [clapping]
00:28:32:16

JOHN COOK: Up to the 17th now.  This is Mario Tiziani for birdie.  Going back down that slope.  Holding his own, right here, playing with Retief Goosen, Hall-of-Famer.
00:28:47:06

JOHN COOK: This looks good.  How about that for Mario Tiziani? [cheers and clapping]
00:28:51:03

LANNY WADKINS: Obviously, good putting runs in the family.
00:28:53:16

JOHN COOK: How about that?  That--I wouldn't want to putt against that family.  I bet--

00:28:56:15

LANNY WADKINS: No.
00:28:56:22

JOHN COOK: --they're all good putters.
00:29:01:12

LANNY WADKINS: Here's Darren Clarke with his 3rd.  His 3rd--

00:29:04:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very unlucky with his 2nd shot, Lanny.  Hit it exactly where he was looking at there.  Pitching across [cheers and clapping] the whole length of the green there.  Very well done there for Darren.
00:29:14:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 18th, Steven Alker's 2nd.  1 over on his Second Round.
00:29:20:07

LANNY WADKINS: Another man that's played a lot of nice golf lately.  New Zealander. [club swing] Good golf swing.
00:29:26:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: First start as a PGA Tour Champion, the Boeing Classic.
00:29:29:16

CROWD: Oh.
00:29:30:14

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Had three consecutive Top 10 finishes. [clapping] It's a good way to finish up his Second Round.
00:29:37:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back to 16.  K.J. Choi has just been demolishing the back nine this week at Minnehaha Country Club.  Leading the field in back nine scoring at 9 under.
00:29:50:16

LANNY WADKINS: Before he made that putt on the last hole, Billy-Ray, we said that was a chance with that putt plus this hole to distance himself.  Now he can really get some separation with this one.
00:30:00:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No doubt.  Obviously, I certainly thought that was a layup from that bunker.  But he rolled the dice and rolled a seven.  And just got a great look here.  Turning back a--just a bit to the left here for Choi.
00:30:14:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: When you're leading and hitting your irons good, you're letting it fly.  This for eagle.
00:30:20:02

LANNY WADKINS: Oh.  It just wiggled a touch left.  Pretty good effort.  But a nice birdie/birdie the last two holes.  And opens up a 2-shot lead. [clapping]
00:30:37:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 18th, Mario Tiziani.  Can he pour in another one?
00:30:44:17

LANNY WADKINS: Up the slope.  He can be bold with this. [cheers and clapping] Yes.
00:30:53:06

LANNY WADKINS: He might be the best--better putter in this family.  We'll have--have to watch and see.  Boy, that is some stroke.
00:31:01:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Darren Clarke has looked like he's gone about ten rounds today after opening with double.  This for birdie on 16 to pull to even on his round. [cheers and clapping]
00:31:14:21

LANNY WADKINS: That's a hard fight back for Darren Clarke.  He's hung in there tough all day.
00:31:20:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The 18th, Steven Alker in that same group with Tiziani, trying to match him with a birdie of his own.
00:31:25:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Not the best day for Steven.  But, uh, he gets in at 5 under.  He needs a good round tomorrow to keep his streak of Top 10s intact.
00:31:36:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Three-for-three so far.
00:31:45:11

LANNY WADKINS: [putter clicks] [cheers and clapping] K.J. Choi's--it's all about pace, Billy-Ray.
00:31:56:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: He was a closer on the PGA Tour.
00:31:58:27

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, yeah.  I mean, he's not afraid to plan.  I mean, he--you know, he's played President's Cups, all kinds of things.  He's been quite a competitor for quite some time.
00:32:12:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Choi for birdie on the last.
00:32:15:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Did not move at all.  Wanted to--hit it exactly where he was looking. [clapping] I anticipated that ball moving off to the right.  And he did, as well.  But, honestly, Lanny, that ball didn't move at all.
00:32:26:19

LANNY WADKINS: No, it didn't.  I thought it was gonna go right, as well, Billy-Ray.  When he made the stroke, I said, "Man, he hit that exactly where he was looking.  That's a nice roll."  And, uh, just didn't move.  But the pace was great.
00:32:44:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. in the teeth of the wind this afternoon, a splendid 66.  Choi the only player in the field double digits under par. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:33:04:19

GEORGE SAVARICAS: [music] Downtown Sioux Falls just about a ten-minute drive from where we're located this week on the PGA Tour Champions, at Minnehaha Country Club.  And you know the wind can blow in South Dakota.  And that's what we're seeing for the Final Round.  The forecast 20 to 30-mile-an-hour winds sustained.  Going to be a challenge for the guys in the field to navigate these conditions on Championship Sunday.  I'm George Savaricas with World Golf Hall-of-Famer Lanny Wadkins, John Cook, a 21-time Winner on the PGA Tour and PGA Tour Champions, and Billy-Ray Brown, a three-time Winner on the PGA Tour.
00:33:45:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Lanny, let's check out some of the earlier highlights from this Final Round.  Rod Pampling on the 4th.
00:33:50:06

LANNY WADKINS: Rod Pampling has been playing some excellent golf lately.  A lot because this club has really started to work nicely for him.  A good birdie there at the 14th.
00:33:58:12

GEORGE SAVARICAS: That would get Pampling to 10 under, 1 back.
00:34:00:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Steve Flesch making a move on 6.
00:34:02:21

LANNY WADKINS: The same thing can be said of Steve Flesch.  Also one of the hottest players on this tour right now. [cheers and clapping] If that club gets working, look out.
00:34:11:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So Flesch also at that time 10 under, 1 back.
00:34:14:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Darren Clarke on the 12th for birdie.
00:34:16:01

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  He ha--this is, uh, his second putt.  His first putt was almost impossible for eagle from the back of the green.  That's a great two-putt.
00:34:24:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We had mentioned McKenzie had a tap-in eagle.  It was thanks [club swing] to this [chuckle] second shot--
00:34:29:18

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Hu--

00:34:29:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: --on the ball.
00:34:30:10

LANNY WADKINS: Huge tee shot.  And an excellent play with the second.  Just takes this hole location on.  Ball releases right up the slope. [clapping] And almost. [cheers and clapping]
00:34:40:27

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Nearly gets that to drop.  McKenzie with the eagle, one of three eagles on the day on 12.  Same hole, Steve Flesch for birdie.
00:34:48:20

LANNY WADKINS: Put his second shot in the bunker.  Came out of the bunker to here.  And [cheers and clapping] beautiful putt there by Steve Flesch.  Great read.
00:34:55:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The Leaderboard as it stands right now.  Choi, Flesch, tied at 11 under.  Rod Pampling, 1 back.  Darren Clarke, on the course, 2 shots back.
00:35:07:23

JOHN COOK: 13th now.  Rod Pampling.  This is his third shot.  Hit the trees [club swing] off the tee.  He played his second to here.  Now quite a long way now for his third.  And that ball got stood up by the wind, as well.
00:35:21:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Up one to the 14th.  Darren Clarke to pull within 1 for birdie.
00:35:25:07

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful 2nd in here.  Can he take advantage?  Yes, he does.  Darren Clarke, just 1 off the lead, and in front of the Leaders.  I like his positioning, George.  Post it.
00:35:37:19

JOHN COOK: Rod Pampling now.  This is his 4th at the 13th.  He drove in the right trees, left it way short of the green in 2 and in 3.  And now will have about a 3-footer for his bogey at the 13th.
00:35:53:29

JOHN COOK: This is K.J. Choi, his 2nd at the 13th.
00:35:58:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he's got some tree troubles up the left-hand side, John.  His ball sitting down.  And unless he tries to go over these trees here, he cannot take a direct line at the flag.  So he's looking out to the right.  And with the lie here, I just don't think he can shape it from right to left.
00:36:14:09

JOHN COOK: It looks like if he's gonna go under those trees, Billy-Ray, and out to the right, he'd have to hit--

00:36:18:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  That's the play here.
00:36:18:14

JOHN COOK: --a big old hook.  Because he could leave it in the rough right ahead of them.  Just get it high enough. [club swing] Oh, it's good.  He hit kind of one of those little top-spin lobbers with a lot of--
00:36:29:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, you've gotta be kidding me.  This ball is gonna chase out nicely.
00:36:32:12

JOHN COOK: What a golf shot--

00:36:33:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Are you kidding me?
00:36:33:29

JOHN COOK: --for K.J. Choi. [clapping]
00:36:36:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Wow!
00:36:40:13

JOHN COOK: Up to the 15th now.  And this is Miguel Angel Jimenez for eagle.  He got it on the--on the green.  Now going back up the hill, downwind.  That's well done. [clapping] Not easy to judge these putts going downwind.
00:36:59:29

JOHN COOK: Back to the 13th now.  And K.J. Choi after that brilliant shot from the left rough has a real good opportunity for birdie.  K.J., slow starts at the--on the front.  Kind of owns the back 9, though.
00:37:14:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  In search of his first birdie.
00:37:20:16

JOHN COOK: All pars to this point.
00:37:21:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He knew.  He knew that was gonna be a good score today, given the wind conditions right now.
00:37:27:02

JOHN COOK: Winds are up.  Scores aren't as good as yesterday.  Stroke average right now about a shot-and-a-half higher than it was yesterday.  And this going back downhill, a pretty good breaker, right to left.  Just laid the club on top of it.  And that was a wonderful birdie. [cheers and clapping]
00:37:43:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Wow!  Amazing, too.  One of the things that happened with the PGA Champions Rules Staff here is that they did not cut the greens or roll the greens to try to keep the pace in check. [cheers and clapping]
00:38:04:24

JOHN COOK: Par 5 16th, Defending Champion Miguel Angel Jimenez for birdie.
00:38:13:02

LANNY WADKINS: He's kind of hanging around, you know.  But no, one more.  Probably needs 2 to maybe have a thought.
00:38:21:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: This could be a big, big shot in deciding this tournament.  Darren Clarke's second.
00:38:27:10

LANNY WADKINS: He's got to get over where this drive is.  This is lake high.

00:38:31:07

MALE: Get on it.
00:38:31:24

LANNY WADKINS: And what a shot by Clarke. [clapping] He--just gonna release a little bit deep.  But he's got 22 feet, or so for eagle.
00:38:40:28

JOHN COOK: Steve Flesch at the 15th.  Tee shot got through the bunker on the front left part of the green and in the primary cut of rough.
00:38:48:29

LANNY WADKINS: If this lie is okay, John, this is a good break.
00:38:51:25

JOHN COOK: Absolutely.  He can get that ball to run out downwind.
00:38:58:08

JOHN COOK: Wants to just dump it on the green and let the wind and the overspin take over. [club swing]
00:39:10:12

JOHN COOK: Got to get up that little slope.  It's struggling.  Wind's got it, though.  Pretty well done there for Steve Flesch. [clapping]
00:39:19:26

JOHN COOK: Up to the 17th now, the par 3, playing 177 yards today.  And Jiminez, our Defending Champion from last year.
00:39:34:23

JOHN COOK: This putt goes back down the hill and a little bit from left to right.
00:39:42:24

JOHN COOK: Hole location today right in the center of the green.  Only 15 on.
00:39:49:06

MALE: Get in the hole. [cheers and clapping]
00:39:52:00

JOHN COOK: Jiminez making a late run.  How about those three birdies in a row?  He's gonna need one more. [cheers and clapping] [chuckle]
00:40:04:16

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The 16th green, Darren Clarke for eagle and a share of the lead.
00:40:07:21

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  About 25 feet.  Going back into the wind.  So you gotta be firm with it.  He was firmer than he would have liked.  He's got two-and-a-half left.  He never really had that on line, it didn't look like.
00:40:20:25

JOHN COOK: Steve Flesch, tee shot on--short, left of the green.  Pitched to here.  Nice birdie there for Steve Flesch. [clapping] Much-needed.  Puts him into a tie with K.J. Choi.
00:40:34:05

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Darren Clarke to get to just 1 back. [clapping]
00:40:42:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Solid run.  Birdies on three of his last five holes.  He's at 11 under.
00:40:46:29

LANNY WADKINS: Getting really tight at the top right now, George.  It's gonna be an interesting finish. [music]
00:40:53:16

GEORGE SAVARICAS: K.J. Choi, Flesch, Co-Leaders.  Darren Clarke, 1 back.  Miguel Angel Jimenez running out of holes.  He's in a tie for 4th.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:41:06:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Final hole here, the 18th, Miguel Angel Jimenez closing out his title defense.
00:41:13:14

LANNY WADKINS: He's got to birdie to the house.  It'll give him an outside shot.  I don't think it's gonna be enough.  But he's--[clapping] he's on the proper level.  That's really well done.
00:41:22:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back here, Final Round at Minnehaha Country Club.  This just a moment ago.  Rod Pampling for eagle on 16.
00:41:29:24

LANNY WADKINS: Wind coming behind him and off the left.  And it looks like the wind got that.  It came up short and pushed it to the right.
00:41:38:14

GEORGE SAVARICAS: He would go on to make birdie.  Pampling at 10 under for the Championship.
00:41:42:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Steve Flesch to birdie.
00:41:45:22

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good little chip shot down here.  But got to hole this one.  Oh, he's getting it in.  He used it all. [cheers and clapping]
00:41:52:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: How about that, Lanny?
00:41:54:00

LANNY WADKINS: Steve Flesch is finding the bottom today.
00:41:59:21

LANNY WADKINS: Jiminez probably about 12, 14 feet.  Not a lot in this for his birdie to finish with four in a row.
00:42:10:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: It would be a heck of a way to get it done for Miguel as he would wrap up a Top 5, for sure.
00:42:20:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Get him to 10 under.  You would think it--about an hour ago, I thought mi--it might have an outside chance.  But there are too many players there now. [cheers and clapping]
00:42:29:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Four in a row for Miguel Angel Jimenez. [clapping]
00:42:35:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: In with at Final Round 66.
00:42:39:12

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 18th Darren Clarke, looking to post a number.  Long birdie putt.
00:42:44:04

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Not a good second for Derek.  He needed it on--Darren needed it on the top level. [cheers and clapping] But, oh, my goodness!
00:42:49:27

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Oh!  How good is that from Darren Clarke? [cheers and clapping]
00:42:56:02

LANNY WADKINS: Who needs it on the right level? [cheers and clapping]
00:43:03:21

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Clarke a Final Round 65.  Into the clubhouse at 12 under. [cheers and clapping]
00:43:13:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Birdied four of his last seven.
00:43:18:06

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Lanny, if he wasn't feeling any nerves, the heart's gotta be pumping a bit here for our Leader, Steve Flesch, from the right rough.
00:43:23:02

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, no question.  He's got a gap there. [club clicks] Oh, he--he tried to go left of that gap and hit a hook and pulled it right into the tree.  He didn't use the gap.  He went the other way.  He went the safe way and missed that.  Look.  He's aiming out to the left right here, [clapping] trying to hit a hook around those trees.  He hooks it too quick.  A really solid strike on that tree.  Now he's got some serious issues.
00:43:50:15

JOHN COOK: This is K.J. Choi now for his par at the 17th.  Must need.  Must make. [clapping] Eases it in the left edge.  No bogeys today on K.J.'s card yet. [chuckle] But he'll walk to that 18th tee now with a chance.
00:44:09:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Fourth shot, Steve Flesch, up ahead by the grade.
00:44:13:28

LANNY WADKINS: Got to give yourself a look.
00:44:18:25

FEMALE: Yeah.
00:44:19:17

CROWD: Oh!

00:44:21:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: This for a tie.
00:44:23:03

LANNY WADKINS: Gave himself a look.  He did--he did what he had to do.  He could not leave it or come up short, where's he's got to chip again.  This--this had a chance.  Number one, it's very well-played.  But the main thing is, he gives himself a chance with the putt.
00:44:38:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: It will be a pivotal bogey putt for Flesch.
00:44:42:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Putter has been hot for Flesch this back 9.  He needs it now more than ever. [cheers and clapping]
00:44:50:10

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful putt.  Put it right on that right edge, and it turned in perfect.  That was dead center. [clapping]
00:45:06:21

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 18th green.  What theater.  K.J. Choi tied for the Lead.  If he can chip this in [chuckle] he'd win the Sanford International.
00:45:16:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He's got a lie that is conducive.  And it's not that bad behind.  Coming back downhill.  This would not surprise me.  He's pitched the ball very well throughout the day.
00:45:33:05

LANNY WADKINS: I don't think he had good contact.  But it worked out okay. [clapping]
00:45:39:19

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Flesch talking with Mario Tiziani.  Darren Clarke getting in some reps on the range.  K.J. surgical today in this Final Round.  One birdie.  And that's his 17th par. [clapping]
00:45:51:28

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  That was just very workmanlike.  He stayed composed.  He was grinding it out all day long.  And, uh, nice--nice gritty performance by K.J.
00:46:05:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: It's been a fun week.  Well, why let the fun stop now?  K.J. Choi, Darren Clarke, and Steve Flesch in a Sudden Death Playoff. [music]
00:46:18:17

GEORGE SAVARICAS: B.R., what's the lie like for Steve Flesch's 3rd?
00:46:20:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Not good at all.  I mean, it's sitting down.  It's going against the grain of the gl--grass.  To make matters worse, it's on the downslope.  And not much green to work with here. [putter clicks]
00:46:33:13

LANNY WADKINS: Really well done.  Really, really well done by Steve Flesch. [clapping]
00:46:38:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I was very surprised that ball came up short.
00:46:43:24

LANNY WADKINS: He throws the club underneath it.  I like the way he did it.  He kept the speed up, went underneath it, broke the handle up really quick.  And then what happened, I think, Billy-Ray, is, I think that this ball got up in the wind and the wind killed it a little bit.
00:46:58:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Now K.J. Choi, Lanny.
00:47:00:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Choi an 8-time Winner on the PGA Tour.  This would be number one.  For birdie and the win at the Sanford International.
00:47:26:08

CROWD: Oh!
00:47:29:15

GEORGE SAVARICAS: About as close as you can get without dropping.
00:47:31:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Wow.
00:47:32:26

LANNY WADKINS: Looked like it was always maybe a touch left.  I think maybe a hair more speed and it holds the line better.  Back into the wind you've gotta put some pace on it.
00:47:46:02

LANNY WADKINS: But the--I will say this. [clapping] The other two aren't in the hole yet.
00:47:50:20

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke drove it 13 yards from the green.  And he's got an eight-footer to keep alive.
00:48:01:06

MALE: Get in the hole.
00:48:01:27

JOHN COOK: Clarke for par. [cheers and clapping]
00:48:14:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We at least have a table for two on the second Playoff hole.  Will Steve Flesch make it all three?
00:48:24:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Flesch for par.
00:48:25:16

CROWD: Oh!

00:48:26:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Tugs it right.  So he will be eliminated.  And it is now a two-man Playoff [clapping] advancing to the second Playoff hole.
00:48:47:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Choi needing a miraculous recovery shot. [club swing]
00:48:53:10

MALE: Get in the hole.
00:48:55:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He's got it going up the right-hand side.  And that is gonna be short of the greenside bunkers.  Definitely a very tough up-and-down from that position, having to contend with the slope.
00:49:12:01

LANNY WADKINS: In my mind, if I'm Darren Clarke, I'm not conceding bogey to K.J.  I'm thinking K.J.'s going to make par.
00:49:19:27

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Has the putter out again.
00:49:21:12

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, he does.  This will be hit further than the last one.
00:49:24:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, the thing is, he's gonna have to give it a big enough--to get up the slope.  But if he does that, you take a chance [cheers and clapping] of going over.  But what a wonderful judge of pace there by Darren Clarke.  Gets it on the proper level. [cheers and clapping]
00:49:39:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The Irish wedge to within 4 feet. [cheers and clapping]
00:49:46:16

JOHN COOK: It will be the most improved, I guess.
00:49:48:12

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Watch this.  I like it.  Right--right here, it gets airborne right there, right when it hopped up on the green. [cheers and clapping] He's going after it.
00:50:01:20

LANNY WADKINS: Get it up--get it up on the top level and at least give yourself a look.  I mean, I think that's what he's gotta do first and foremost.
00:50:08:14

JOHN COOK: Get it out there to the right, kind of maybe u--have the slope take a little bit of steam off of it.
00:50:13:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And kick it back left, as well.  If he hits it in the proper section on that ridge, it should kick it back a little bit to the left.  But a small area to land it in. [club swing]
00:50:23:11

JOHN COOK: Got it out there to the right.  Using the slope.
00:50:24:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He's gonna kick it back left. [cheers and clapping]
00:50:30:15

JOHN COOK: He's gonna make Darren Clarke make a putt to win.
00:50:33:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A touch of class from K.J. Choi.
00:50:35:20

LANNY WADKINS: That was outstanding.  Amazing shot by K.J. Choi.  Gutsy shot, as well.
00:50:42:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Heck of an answer.
00:50:49:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A nice show of sportsmanship there.
00:50:50:26

LANNY WADKINS: Well--

00:50:51:07

JOHN COOK: That's how much that is appreciated, right there.
00:50:53:11

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Darren's a gentleman.  He appreciates great shots and great golf.  And this is a great shot by K.J. Choi. [cheers and clapping]
00:51:06:20

LANNY WADKINS: It's a good thing for him the lie was so bad.  He knew he had to hit it hard.  So he couldn't decel at all.  So he just ripped right through that and makes great contact.
00:51:18:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: What you want to see, a putt to win on the second Sudden Death Playoff hole.
00:51:24:03

LANNY WADKINS: Very similar putt to the one he had before.  A little shorter.  So that one--I think Clarkie thought he missed it right.  It turned and caught the edge.  I think this is a right-edge putt, Billy-Ray.
00:51:35:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  At the most, Lanny.
00:51:41:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Clarke for birdie and the win. [cheers and clapping]
00:51:50:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Lips it in.  And Darren Clarke, on the second Playoff hole, takes the Sanford International. [cheers and clapping]

00:52:09:00

End of Recording
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