PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR – PURE INSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:52:17

WHIT WATSON: [music] It is the 18th year for the PGA Tour Champions coming to the Pebble Beach Golf Links on the Monterey Peninsula.  Three days across two golf courses.  Spyglass Hill is also being used in rotation for the first time since the PGA Tour Champions began coming to Monterey.  It is new to this event.  Special format this week, 81 professionals are playing alongside 81 juniors from First Tee chapters all around the country. These are junior players that competed for the right to come to Pebble Beach. Also, 81 two-person amateur teams. And on Sunday we'll have a cut, low 50 and pros--low 50 pros and tied will play on Sunday along with the low 23 pro/junior teams.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins, Phil Blackmar, and Billy-Ray Brown on a very typical Monterey Peninsula Friday.  It's overcast.  It's cool.  A little bit of a breeze blowing across the golf course today.
00:01:52:21

WHIT WATSON: As we go back to 11.
00:01:54:09

PHIL BLACKMAR: And Appleby with his third.
00:01:56:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  A decent lie here.  New green concept here, Phil.  They've flattened the green, added some more hole locations.  Nice shot there by Appleby.
00:02:07:07

WHIT WATSON: And this is at the 14th, a difficult par 5.  This Colin Weinberg with a chance for birdie.
00:02:14:00

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A good leave here, up on the proper level.  And this is another green that they're kind of going through the process, Whit, of, [putter clicks] you know, taking some--you know, a certain green or two every year and improving it.  Making it--look at this putt by--hey, good putt there. [clapping] Just buried it.
00:02:32:06

WHIT WATSON: Young man who is playing with Rocco Mediate.

00:02:44:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [clapping] Good start there.  Good save there.  Currently 1 under par is Appleby.
00:02:54:26

PHIL BLACKMAR: At the 13th there, Anita Garibaldi is running that in for her birdie.
00:02:59:13

LANNY WADKINS: John Cook needs to watch her putting stroke.  That looked good.
00:03:02:24

PHIL BLACKMAR: Absolutely.  She has a plus handicap.  That is a solid player, right there, at plus .7.
00:03:09:16

LANNY WADKINS: I like her golf swing, too.  She's got a lot of whip in that swing.
00:03:13:05

WHIT WATSON: Sidney Gaines playing alongside Tom Lehman, First Tee of Greater Baltimore. [cheers and clapping] Okay.
00:03:24:15

LANNY WADKINS: Jammed that right in there.
00:03:27:14

PHIL BLACKMAR: Tom Lehman has a birdie putt.  And another green here that they've changed significantly.
00:03:35:00

PHIL BLACKMAR: Good putt there for Tom, [clapping] coming up the hill.
00:03:42:10

PHIL BLACKMAR: Off to a good start, 2 under through his first 6 holes here on this side.
00:03:47:13

PHIL BLACKMAR: Let's go over to the 7th now.
00:03:51:19

PHIL BLACKMAR: Zachary Lualan playing with Mike [yell] [indistinct] for birdie.  And that's a birdie there. [clapping] Come on, smile.
00:04:03:20

PHIL BLACKMAR: Get over to the 13th with Alex Cejka.  And you had the feeling he was gonna be successful out here, Lanny.  He was challenging the Korn Ferry Tour when he was 49 years old, trying to get ready.
00:04:13:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, he was.  I didn't--whoa!  Was he hi--lips it out there with that shot.  But I didn't see him winning back-to-back majors out here, Phil.  I must say that that's kind of--you know, he's starting at the top.
00:04:24:28

PHIL BLACKMAR: Let's take a look at this and see how close this came to going in.  He is such a grinder.  Look at this.  Just--[chuckle] how close was that?
00:04:36:13

PHIL BLACKMAR: And Kirk Triplett has this for birdie, coming down the hill.
00:04:42:26

MALE: Good putt.
00:04:43:29

PHIL BLACKMAR: Good putt there.  He's made a lot of putts on these greens over the years, had a lot of success here at Pebble Beach.
00:04:52:18

PHIL BLACKMAR: Head now over to the 17th.  Tom Lehman has a putt for birdie.  In fact, this would be four consecutive birdies for Tom here, his first 9.  The second 9 a double.  Why wouldn't you?  What a start for Tom Lehman. [clapping]
00:05:06:10

LANNY WADKINS: He's doing this on the tough side.
00:05:08:19

PHIL BLACKMAR: Yeah.  He's got the par-5 18th coming up, and then the first five.  This could be a really special round if he keeps it going.
00:05:18:18

PHIL BLACKMAR: As we head over to the 15th now, Stuart Appleby for birdie.  Coming down the hill.  Even par on his round, a bogey and a birdie so far.  Stay up.  Absolutely there.  Good start. [clapping] Stuart Appleby his opening 9, his PGA Tour Champions debut.
00:05:38:18

PHIL BLACKMAR: And now at the 17th, John Cook, his tee shot.  Billy-Ray, 169 yards.
00:05:44:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  6 iron here for Cookie. [club swing] He has really been working hard in the last three weeks.  Another good-looking shot here by John Cook.  Lanny, he's gonna love this.  How about that? [clapping]
00:05:55:10

LANNY WADKINS: He--

00:05:55:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: On call, Cookie is.
00:05:56:25

LANNY WADKINS: He's attacking every flag he can.  He's got to get the putter working, Billy-Ray.
00:06:00:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, we're--we're gonna have to talk to Cookie about that.  He's gotta make all the putts now.
00:06:08:29

WHIT WATSON: Here is Kirk Triplett.
00:06:10:18

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A little uphill, left-to-right breaker.  Oh, and, man, is he pouring them in. [clapping] Kirk Triplett, these greens agree with you, big boy.
00:06:21:17

PHIL BLACKMAR: What greens don't agree with him? [chuckle]
00:06:23:06

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, with that putting stroke, I would like to fall into bed with that putting stroke every day, Big, no question.
00:06:30:02

WHIT WATSON: We got back out to the 14th and Alex Cejka, the familiar look.  Got the winter cap on, kind of chilly today.
00:06:38:26

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Short sleeves and winter cap.  I'm not sure I get that look.  That's, uh, [clapping] you know, a little different.  But Alex is a little different.  He is--he is a ball of energy.  And boy, is he into playing golf.
00:06:58:26

PHIL BLACKMAR: And as we head to the 7th, Bob Estes coming down the hill, 112 yards. [club swing] Bob always a good wedge player, taking a little lower trajectory there, trying to knock it down.  And good result. [clapping]
00:07:15:18

LANNY WADKINS: I thought he would do better out here, Phil.
00:07:17:19

PHIL BLACKMAR: A little surprised.  You know, he--he has done so much tinkering with his clubs, his golf swing a little bit, too.  Maybe a little too much, possibly.
00:07:25:03

PHIL BLACKMAR: To the 17th.  John Cook for birdie.
00:07:28:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And what a terrific 6 iron which John played in here.  He's got to keep this inside the hole.  He's had this putt a number of times.  He definitely knows the breaks here at Pebble Beach.  This will be a great 2.
00:07:47:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [cup rattles] There's our guy, right there. [clapping] Fantastic birdie there by John.
00:07:56:02

PHIL BLACKMAR: Kirk Triplett [club swing].
00:07:59:14

LANNY WADKINS: I think that's one place that has greens that you and I could reach in regulation.
00:08:03:16

PHIL BLACKMAR: Yeah. [laugh] Probably.  Look at this shot by Triplett. [clapping]
00:08:07:08

LANNY WADKINS: He doesn't like this place at all, does he?
00:08:08:29

PHIL BLACKMAR: No.  Not at all.
00:08:11:01

PHIL BLACKMAR: To his PGA Tour Champions career, I think, Lanny, today, so far, he's hitting the ball very nicely.
00:08:17:06

LANNY WADKINS: He is hitting it very nicely.  The one mistake was a poor chip at 12.  But other than that, he's looked very good.  The putting stroke looks good.  And 1 under par on this second nine here at, uh, Pebble Beach is not bad, because he's got the front nine.  And he'll--now he's 2 under [cup rattles] with a par 5 [clapping].  And then the first seven holes at Pebble that when you're playing well, you ought to be 3 under through that stretch easily.
00:08:41:03

WHIT WATSON: We go back out to the 18th.  Amelia Garibaldi for birdie.
00:08:44:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Coming down the hill and turning left.  What a birdie that would be on the 18th, the famed 18th, here at Pebble Beach.
00:08:52:14

LANNY WADKINS: Oh. Look at this.
00:08:54:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Good shot there, Lanny. [clapping]
00:08:55:14

LANNY WADKINS: That was--

00:08:56:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Great shot.
00:08:57:08

LANNY WADKINS: I mean, I like everything about her game, Billy-Ray.  It looks fantastic.
00:09:01:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I have to totally agree with you.
00:09:05:11

WHIT WATSON: Let's go to the 16th.  And here is Claudia Winterberg playing alongside Alex Cejka.
00:09:09:25

LANNY WADKINS: And Whit, this is where that new run-up area they have at--at 16 comes in play.  You're in the rough.  This used to be rough all the way up to the edge of the green.  Now they've made it [club swing] fairway.  So from out of the rough, she should be able to land it short and chase it up there, just like that. [clapping]
00:09:24:21

WHIT WATSON: What a shot.

00:09:25:25

LANNY WADKINS: Perfect.  What a great play.
00:09:27:23

WHIT WATSON: Look at this.  It's gonna go in.  Goodness.
00:09:32:24

LANNY WADKINS: Very well done.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:09:44:05

WHIT WATSON: [music] Pebble Beach and Spyglass Hill on Friday and Saturday.  After a cut today, it'll be a Final Round right here at Pebble Beach tomorrow.  And a lifetime of memories for these juniors that represent First Tee chapters all over the country.  Had to compete to earn the right to come here to Pebble Beach.  It's not just playing ability.  Also a written component, interviews, creating a resume. [music]
00:10:14:10

WHIT WATSON: Let's take a look at some early highlights from K.J. Choi, who shares the lead.  This was his third shot at the 2nd here at Pebble.
00:10:19:29

LANNY WADKINS: Almost reached it in 2.  And then almost dunks this for eagle. [clapping] Pretty simple birdie at number 2 for K.J.
00:10:26:10

WHIT WATSON: That got him to 6 under.  And then his second shot at the 3rd.
00:10:29:19

LANNY WADKINS: Another excellent tee shot, which is the key to playing number 3.  And then [ball thunk] almost holes this.  K.J. really has it going on. [clapping]
00:10:39:03

WHIT WATSON: That got him to 7 under par.  Then his third shot at the par 5 6th.
00:10:43:04

LANNY WADKINS: Almost reaches the par 5.  Again, another excellent pitch.  Oh, he made early call.  You can't do that, K.J. [clapping]
00:10:52:07

WHIT WATSON: He has been in form.  He was in a playoff with Darren Clarke last week.
00:10:56:13

WHIT WATSON: Amber Makowitz is the First Tee Junior playing with K.J. Choi.  And she shows off the short game at number 4. [cheers and clapping]
00:11:03:05

LANNY WADKINS: Just a beautiful shot there.  Really well done.  But within--

00:11:07:03

LANNY WADKINS: Just like a putt, and then she putts about 18 feet straight up the hill here at 7.  This is simple.  And she makes it look easy. [clapping]
00:11:16:09

WHIT WATSON: From the First Tee in the Hampton Roads area of Virginia.  It's up in Lanny Wadkins' territory.
00:11:20:23

LANNY WADKINS: It is.  It is.
00:11:22:08

WHIT WATSON: Matthew French from the First Tee of North Florida.  This is for birdie at 14.
00:11:26:14

LANNY WADKINS: Tricky little putt down the slope here.  And [cheers and clapping]--he's into it.
00:11:32:23

WHIT WATSON: And then Matisse, as we saw a moment ago, playing with Vijay Singh.  This was for birdie at the 10th.
00:11:38:02

LANNY WADKINS: Another quick putt down the slope here.  No problem.  Dead center.
00:11:44:19

MALE: Right spot.
00:11:45:13

WHIT WATSON: Helping his partner out.
00:11:47:24

WHIT WATSON: [music] Let's check out the Leaderboard for the Pros.  K.J. Choi, Alex Cejka, who's won twice in his rookie season on the PGA Tour Champions, both at 9 under par.  Doug Barron at minus 7.  There is Jeff Maggert.  No surprise to see Kirk Triplett on this list.  He's won this event three times, most recently back in 2019.  Rocco Mediate playing with Colin Rhineberg.  And they had a better ball of 2, 64 today at Spyglass Hills.  That golf course being used for the first time at this event.  And they lead the Boys Division by 2 shots.  The Boys and the Girls are split out into two different divisions.  Alex Cejka's partner is at 15 under.  He and his junior partner leading by 1 over K.J.'s group in the Second Round of the PURE Insurance Championship.
00:12:38:06

PHIL BLACKMAR: And Retief Goosen with his 2nd into the 11th green that, Lanny, has been changed quite a bit.
00:12:42:26

LANNY WADKINS: It has been changed. [club swing] They've lowered the bunker coming in.  You can see it better.  They flattened the surface.  They have much [ball thunk] more surface that's available for hole locations.  And great shot here by Goosen.  And I think this green is much more receptive than we've seen it.  And excellent play there by Retief.
00:13:02:05

PHIL BLACKMAR: And Mark O'Meara, who's had just [club swing] a tiny bit of success on the PGA Tour here at Pebble Beach.  His second. [ball thunk] And another really nice shot.
00:13:14:18

WHIT WATSON: Ken Tanigawa, a former Champion here in dramatic fashion.  This at 14, third shot. [club swing]
00:13:20:12

LANNY WADKINS: It really was dramatic fashion.  Eagling 18 at Pebble to win by 1. [ball thunk] And good shot in here to the 14th.  Kept it right up on top.  They've made a lot of these greens much more receptive.  Give you a chance, at least.
00:13:39:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [club swing] Vijay trying [ball thunk] to fly it past the hole and bring it back.  And doing just that. [clapping]
00:13:49:10

PHIL BLACKMAR: Impressive at 58 years old how big that turn still is.  That's a huge shoulder turn.
00:13:53:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] Well, it's not a lack of trying.  He spends more time on the [chuckle] practice tee than anybody.  Continuing that length in his golf swing.
00:14:02:04

WHIT WATSON: Over at 10, third shot for Ernie Els.
00:14:06:03

LANNY WADKINS: Greenside bunker on the left-hand side.  Not a very good approach.  But this is pretty well done.  Ernie's a gorgeous bunker player.  I mean, just always--that big, long line of a swing works perfect in bunkers.
00:14:20:23

WHIT WATSON: Ken Tanigawa in close for birdie at the 14th, the par 5.
00:14:24:21

LANNY WADKINS: It's got a little movement left to right here.  He's got to put it just on the outside left edge.  And he does.  Beautiful. [clapping]
00:14:36:07

PHIL BLACKMAR: Vijay Singh with a birdie putt here at the 13th, his partner, Logan Batiste, had a short birdie--birdie putt that he missed.
00:14:46:11

PHIL BLACKMAR: Nicely done. [clapping] You get a lot of short putts around here at Pebble that you've got to start outside the hole.  Very uncomfortable.
00:14:57:20

PHIL BLACKMAR: As we go to the 11th, Mike Weir coming up the hill for birdie. [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping] He pours it in.
00:15:03:06

FEMALE: All right, Mike.
00:15:03:26

MIKE WEIR: Thank you.
00:15:05:05

FEMALE: Nice birdie.
00:15:09:27

WHIT WATSON: Now we go back to the 10th.  And Reese Janza, who is playing with Jerry Kelly.
00:15:17:13

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, pretty well done, right there.  Great tee shot to begin with.  And what a second.  Beautiful shot.
00:15:24:12

WHIT WATSON: She is from the First Tee of South Dakota.
00:15:27:21

WHIT WATSON: Par 5 14th here at Pebble Beach.  Vijay Singh with his 3rd.
00:15:32:04

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  You lay up to a--an area you would like. [club swing] He's on the right side of the fairway.  Hole location in the back right today.  You got to carry it all the way up on top.  Ooh.  He carried it long.  But look at this.  I think that was a mistake that turned out very well.
00:15:48:03

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back to 11 now with Langer.  64 years old. [club swing] Third on the Charles Schwab Cup Points List. [ball thunk] And another beautiful iron shot.
00:16:03:06

WHIT WATSON: Vijay Singh now for birdie at 14.
00:16:05:14

LANNY WADKINS: Take advantage of that good spin back from over the green.  And puts it on the high side.  Just did not move. [cup rattles]
00:16:19:12

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back at the 11th, Bernhard Langer with a birdie, a quick one, coming down the hill.  Maybe a little left at first, then turn back to the right at the end, possibly.  This to the left.  Will it come back?  Oh, yeah.  There it goes. [cheers and clapping]
00:16:33:06

PHIL BLACKMAR: He's spent a little time on these greens.
00:16:34:18

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, he's been here before.
00:16:35:20

PHIL BLACKMAR: [Chuckle]
00:16:39:21

PHIL BLACKMAR: George Roberts with his third.  Lanny, let's check out this short game and see what he's got.
00:16:45:08

LANNY WADKINS: Well, parts of George's game are pretty solid.
00:16:48:13

PHIL BLACKMAR: That's a beautiful rhythm, wasn't it?
00:16:50:01

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, yeah.  And the result wasn't bad, either.  Oh!
00:16:52:26

PHIL BLACKMAR: Unlucky it didn't go in.  What a shot.  But what great rhythm in that stroke.
00:16:58:20

PHIL BLACKMAR: Head back to the 17th now with Mia Sapeda, looking for her fourth birdie in a row, as she so aptly pointed out to her partner, Ken Tanigawa.  Lanny, it's a confusing putt to read, right here.  This is a tough one to read.
00:17:13:11

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  It's coming off the, uh, separation between the right and left sides of the green.  So a little bit downhill.  And I gotta believe with the high point on the back of the green right here, this has to move a little bit left to right for her.  She puts it out there.  Will it come back?  Yes, it will. [clapping] Four in a row.  How about that?
00:17:34:01

PHIL BLACKMAR: How about that?
00:17:34:27

LANNY WADKINS: That's a great read.
00:17:37:13

PHIL BLACKMAR: That's quite the run.  And Whit, she also likes the Beatles.
00:17:42:01

WHIT WATSON: How about that?
00:17:45:00

PHIL BLACKMAR: Tanigawa for par.  Good stroke.
00:17:49:05

MALE: Yes, Ken.  Well done. [clapping] Well done.
00:17:51:03

LANNY WADKINS: That's quite a save, right there.  Keeps him 5 under and--and not that far off the lead.
00:17:56:08

PHIL BLACKMAR: Top 10 for two of his last four events.  So he's feeling his game a bit better these days.
00:18:00:29

WHIT WATSON: Yeah.  But in the Pro/Junior Competition, she's carrying him right now.  So it's fine.
00:18:04:11

PHIL BLACKMAR: [Chuckle]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:18:07:25

PHIL BLACKMAR: Head over to the 13th now.  Ernie Els for birdie, trying to get to a couple under.  For his first win in 2021, [clapping] a good putt there.  4th in the Charles Schwab Cup.
00:18:23:10

WHIT WATSON: Here's Mike Weir with his third shot at the 14th. [club swing]
00:18:27:25

LANNY WADKINS: A good position here.  He's got a full enough shot he can spin this.  So just take dead aim and go at the flag.  Yes, he did.  Look at this. [clapping]
00:18:37:17

WHIT WATSON: That's gonna get him to 1 under.
00:18:41:02

PHIL BLACKMAR: And over to the 15th now.  Hunter Swanson has this for birdie.  Putting up the hill.
00:18:48:02

PHIL BLACKMAR: And a good putt there for Hunter.
00:18:52:29

PHIL BLACKMAR: Let's head now over to the 13th.  Bernhard Langer has this for birdie.  Coming down the hill.  I'd say left to--[cheers and clapping] [indistinct] but evidently not.
00:19:04:00

LANNY WADKINS: That's a couple of good putts we've seen out of him the last few holes.
00:19:09:23

PHIL BLACKMAR: As we head over to the 7th.  And Scott Dunlap has this for birdie to get to a couple under.  And there you go.  The 58-year-old.  He could use a good week.
00:19:23:14

WHIT WATSON: This is back at the 14th.  This is Billy Reid, who is playing alongside Ernie Els.
00:19:30:20

LANNY WADKINS: A very athletic young man.  Quick little putting stroke.  Oh, yeah.  Oh, yeah. [clapping] Good putt.  Very confident.
00:19:41:27

WHIT WATSON: 18-year-old Junior at Palm Beach Gardens High School in Florida, First Tee of the Florida Gold Coast.  A huge fan of baseball in addition to golf.
00:19:55:24

LANNY WADKINS: All right.  This is--let's watch--

00:19:57:13

WHIT WATSON: How about five in a row?
00:19:58:16

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.  This putting stroke right here.  This--it was perfect at 17.  The one we saw back there was a great read.  This is a tough read here.  I'm not sure it's outside the hole.  Maybe left center.  Oh--

00:20:12:10

WHIT WATSON: Oh!

00:20:12:22

LANNY WADKINS: --no! Just too hard.  That was for five in a row.
00:20:18:12

WHIT WATSON: Els for birdie.
00:20:26:15

LANNY WADKINS: Downhill putt.  It might move a hair to his right.  Ernie being careful with it.  Yes. [clapping]
00:20:35:06

MALE: Way to go, Ernie.
00:20:36:05

WHIT WATSON: Last year Jim Furyk beat Jerry Kelly in a one-hole playoff here.  Ernie Els had a wonderful first putt on the 18th hole that would have enabled him to join that playoff and missed it.  Never touched the hole.
00:20:50:28

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back at the 13th, this is Reese Janza playing alongside Jerry Kelly.  This is for birdie.  She's from the First Tee in South Dakota.  She's also a volleyball player, a good athlete, and a very good putter.  Nice stroke there.  A good read coming down the hill.  Giving Kelly a little fist bump.
00:21:12:06

WHIT WATSON: Hunter Swanson, who is playing with Retief Goosen.  This is at the 16th.  Represents the First Tee at Green Valley Ranch in Colorado. [cheers and clapping]
00:21:23:14

LANNY WADKINS: Get in.  That's a couple we've seen him make.  He's, uh, got a very nice putting stroke.
00:21:30:17

PHIL BLACKMAR: Perfect in greens in regulation [club swing] so far today.
00:21:33:18

LANNY WADKINS: After that tee shot, you got to be standing right here thinking birdie if you're Bernhard.
00:21:38:10

PHIL BLACKMAR: Ye--look at this.  Get in the hole.  He has been spot on with his approaches [cheers and clapping] so far today.  His iron game's been great.
00:21:45:29

LANNY WADKINS: It sure has.  He's looking pretty good.
00:21:49:11

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back to 17 now.  O'Meara trying to convert. [putter clicks] [cheers and clapping] Absolutely.

00:21:56:11

LANNY WADKINS: Some things never change.  O'Meara making putts at Pebble Beach.
00:22:00:00

PHIL BLACKMAR: That ball looked like it came off the putter so well.  You were talking about that earlier.  Like a rabbit looking for a hole.
00:22:04:29

LANNY WADKINS: It just--yeah.  The way he strokes the ball, it's almost up on it.  It's, like--it's almost like he puts overspin on it.  It just goes up and just really hugs the ground and rolls great.
00:22:15:25

WHIT WATSON: This is at the 18th.  And this is Hunter Swanson for birdie.
00:22:20:01

FEMALE: Yeah.
00:22:20:17

WHIT WATSON: Walking another one in. [clapping]
00:22:22:15

LANNY WADKINS: Boy, he is very confident with that putter.
00:22:26:01

WHIT WATSON: Playing with Retief Goosen.
00:22:28:10

LANNY WADKINS: Goosen ought to take some lessons.  Because I'm gonna tell you what.  That's far and away the weakest part of his game, generally speaking.
00:22:36:02

LANNY WADKINS: I'm always intrigued by how much Ernie still turns back.  Big man, 6'4".  I mean, really [club swing] large man.  And still very supple in his turn.
00:22:48:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  And still possesses a lot of power, as well, Lanny.
00:22:51:02

LANNY WADKINS: Boy, does he ever.  He and Goosen probably hit it as far as anyone out here.  Don't you think, Billy-Ray?
00:22:56:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  You know, you got to include Darren Clarke in that--

00:22:58:10

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.
00:22:59:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: --fold, as well.  He's very long, too.  Now center mound here for Els.
00:23:03:01

LANNY WADKINS: But watch this turn for a man this size.  It's incredible. [club swing]
00:23:07:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And what great rhythm.  No sense of urgency at all to get back down to the ball. [ball thunk]
00:23:13:13

PHIL BLACKMAR: How do you do that, Billy-Ray?
00:23:14:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I--I don't know.  I'm jealous. [clapping] That is very, very nicely done.
00:23:19:18

LANNY WADKINS: A lot of us have watched Ernie over the years and been very jealous.  He--

00:23:22:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] No doubt.
00:23:23:17

LANNY WADKINS: He makes it look very east, Big Easy.
00:23:26:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He certainly does.
00:23:29:29

WHIT WATSON: To the 2nd hole, which is a par 5 this week.
00:23:33:09

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Just 518 yards. [club swing] Rod Pampling can reach this with iron.  It is open in front.  So that's what you're looking at, target-wise. [ball thunk] Rodney carries it right up there.  What a great shot.  He's got--well, he's probably about 4 feet for eagle.  What a great play that was.
00:23:50:19

PHIL BLACKMAR: This--we go to Ernie Els now.  This for birdie.
00:23:52:18

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And Ernie's getting himself in contention here, Phil.  He has been hanging around.  And all of a sudden finding himself now--this to go 5 under par.  Par 5 coming up he can reach in 2.  And then the first nine.
00:24:09:20

PHIL BLACKMAR: Turn hard.
00:24:10:19

MALE: Yeah.
00:24:10:29

PHIL BLACKMAR: Good putt. [clapping] You're right.  I mean, easily--I mean, he could easily get four or five more.
00:24:16:07

LANNY WADKINS: He could be leading before the day's over, quite honestly.  I mean, he's in a position--I think it's gonna be very interesting to see how aggressive he is off 18.  And normally, Ernie's very aggressive off the tee, uh, trying to use his length.
00:24:30:11

PHIL BLACKMAR: Over to the 3rd now.  And Mia Cepeda, playing with Ken Tanigawa.  This is her second on a short [ball thunk] par 4.  And look at this.  She has a wonderful wedge game.  What a game she has. [clapping] She's having a heck of a day.
00:24:48:00

WHIT WATSON: Reese Janza from South Dakota for birdie at the 16th.
00:24:53:27

LANNY WADKINS: Gotta move left.  Oh, yes. [cheers and clapping]
00:24:56:18

WHIT WATSON: [laugh] Jerry Kelly knew it before she did.
00:25:03:21

PHIL BLACKMAR: He just wanted a piece of that smooth putting stroke.
00:25:05:10

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, yeah.  Because his doesn't resemble that.
00:25:09:06

WHIT WATSON: Here is Rod Pampling in tight for an eagle at number 2.  And he moves it. [clapping]
00:25:14:14

LANNY WADKINS: He got it to get in the edge.  Okay.  Just 1 under.  But he's got to--he can go on a run with these holes coming up.
00:25:22:09

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back to the 3rd with Ken Tanigawa for birdie.
00:25:26:05

LANNY WADKINS: Up the slope.  It may go a little right.  Yes, it does.  Gets in there. [clapping]
00:25:34:04

PHIL BLACKMAR: So we go to the 17th now and Jerry Kelly.
00:25:36:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, this is a 6 iron for Jerry Kelly.  You'll see, definitely, some body language here.  Week in and week out, he's always got himself [club swing] in the mix.  And solid strike here.  Good looking shot here by Jerry Kelly.  Right at it. [ball thunk] Oh, you bet. [clapping] Very well done.  And that's--that's his bread and butter, putting the ball in the fairway and he is absolutely pinpoint accuracy when he's on.
00:26:02:22

PHIL BLACKMAR: Good play.  If he can get balanced, right there, on that one.
00:26:08:22

WHIT WATSON: [club swing] Retief Goosen with his 2nd at 2.
00:26:12:17

LANNY WADKINS: Big strong player.  Got it in the fairway.  This just an iron for Retief. [ball thunk] And what a shot.  He's gonna have that for eagle.  Maybe get his round jumpstarted.  It needs it.
00:26:25:26

PHIL BLACKMAR: And Reese Janza has this birdie putt coming up, right below the hole.  Lanny, what we've seen of her putting stroke so far, I've got to think this has a really good chance of going in.
00:26:36:03

LANNY WADKINS: I would think so.  No pace issues here.  This is back, a little uphill.  And I don't think much movement from here, uh, Phil.  Fairly straight.  Maybe, what?  Right center, you think?
00:26:47:21

PHIL BLACKMAR: Yeah.  I like the way her hands and arms all work in one piece with the putter.  Nothing is really independent.  A nice--nice, controlled stroke.
00:26:54:04

LANNY WADKINS: It's very nice.  Jerry needs to watch this really close.  Oh, my gosh.  That was gorgeous.
00:27:01:20

MALE: Yeah. [clapping]
00:27:02:29

PHIL BLACKMAR: It's beautiful, isn't it?
00:27:03:29

LANNY WADKINS: That was perfect.  That's--it just released beautifully.  Jerry needs to get a tape of that and take it home and just, you know, watch it--

00:27:12:15

PHIL BLACKMAR: Watch it.
00:27:13:04

LANNY WADKINS: --over, and over, and over.  That was really good.
00:27:16:22

PHIL BLACKMAR: [Chuckle]
00:27:19:04

WHIT WATSON: Now Retief Goosen for eagle at the 2nd.
00:27:23:01

LANNY WADKINS: He needs this and a couple of more.  I mean, we're looking at the cut being probably even right now.  So go ahead and get this down.  Not even close.
00:27:39:16

LANNY WADKINS: This whole area is such a special place.
00:27:45:22

PHIL BLACKMAR: Do you think that one of the reasons Bernhard has struggled a little bit with his putting is, it looks to me like he's made a concerted effort to get his left hand and the top of the putter off his chest a little bit further, which makes it harder to stabilize?
00:27:57:11

LANNY WADKINS: I don't know that it's off.  It's, uh--it's definitely--I mean, it--it's--he hasn't been as consistent since the anchoring situation came into being.  Uh, you know, moving it away.  But, um, he's still won a lot of tournaments and made a lot of putts.  And he continues to make putts. [cheers and clapping]
00:28:14:15

PHIL BLACKMAR: Like that?
00:28:15:05

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Great pace.  I mean, I--I'm always amazed at how great his pace is.
00:28:22:02

WHIT WATSON: And Reese Janza, the Junior player partnering with Jerry Kelly, third shot at the par 5.
00:28:28:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Got it in the bunker in 2, right in front.  Plenty of green to work with. [cheers and clapping] That was pretty well done. [cheers and clapping]
00:28:36:12

WHIT WATSON: Wow.
00:28:37:15

PHIL BLACKMAR: I thought the action she had there, the spin she had into that ball--it looked like a downhill lie.
00:28:42:21

WHIT WATSON: Els for birdie at number 1.

00:28:44:28

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  This is kind of quick.  Got to be careful with this.  Probably left edge for Ernie.  There we go. [clapping]
00:28:53:24

MALE: Go, Ernie.
00:28:58:23

WHIT WATSON: Billy Reed, junior partner of Ernie Els, a chance for birdie at the 2nd. [putter clicks]
00:29:08:17

LANNY WADKINS: Gonna go right right here, then back left at the end.  Yes. [cheers and clapping] Just like that.  Great putt.
00:29:14:02

MALE: Oh, ho.
00:29:15:23

LANNY WADKINS: Man, we are seeing some putts holed.
00:29:20:06

WHIT WATSON: This is at the 2nd.  And as you point out, Lanny, every single player among the professionals in the field has had a chance to go for it at number 2.  Langer's gonna have an eagle putt.
00:29:29:14

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  With the exception of the guy who should have been the easiest one, Ernie Els struggled here.  But, uh, everyone else has fired it right at this flag.  Bernhard's a good 30 feet past the flag.  He's got to set this about, ah, just inside Terry Holz's caddy's feet.  It should go right to left [putter clicks] A lot at the end.  It's gonna hang--with the shoulder on the left side of the green over here, it's gonna affect it about halfway there.  But then at the end it will fall.  It stays right there.  Then it should go hard left--right to left here.
00:30:04:02

MALE: Come on.  Come on.
00:30:04:22

LANNY WADKINS: Everything was good.  He just didn't hit it.  Right--right on track.  Good read. [clapping]
00:30:09:20

WHIT WATSON: Only three eagles at number 2 today.  That's a bit of a surprise. [music] K.J. Choi leads it at 9 under par.  Alex Cejka, who has won twice already, including a major, two majors, as a matter of fact, 7 under, playing well again.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:30:33:13

WHIT WATSON: [music] Championship Sunday at Pebble Beach.  The PURE Insurance Championship on the PGA Tour Champions.  18th year for this event that pairs up Senior Tour members with junior players from First Tee chapters around the country.  K.J. Choi at 13 under par, looking for his first win on the PGA Tour Champions.  Coming out of a playoff last week.  And this was just a moment ago.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins.  And this was at the 8th for Choi.
00:31:04:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Just a gorgeous shot in there for K.J.  And he leaks it in the right edge. [clapping] And that's 5 under through the first eight holes for K.J. here at Pebble.  Outstanding playing today.
00:31:15:05

WHIT WATSON: And a four-birdie streak for Choi to extend his lead out to 3 shots as we head over to the 9th, Phil Blackmar.
00:31:26:07

PHIL BLACKMAR: And thank you.  That's Bernhard Langer coming up a little short with his pitch.  Off to a good start with three birdies in his opening six holes.  And he's losing ground to K.J. Choi.  He started 2 back.  Now he's 4 back.
00:31:41:09

PHIL BLACKMAR: We head over to the 17th now.  Sidney Craven, who is leading the Girls Division at 24 under, off to a really good start today. [club swing] 18-year-old Senior in high school with a 3.8 GPA. [ball thunk] Also likes to swim.  A very good athlete.  And a good shot right there. [clapping]
00:32:05:02

PHIL BLACKMAR: And back to the 9th now.
00:32:11:05

PHIL BLACKMAR: I think Langer will be first.  Let's see who has a go.  And Lanny, he's been putting a lot better this week.  And these are difficult greens to--to really find your putting on.
00:32:21:18

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, they really are, Phil.  I mean, the poa annua greens, they're small.  So when they're this small, they get a lot of traffic.  Uh, footba--footprints become prevalent, particularly later in the day.  Uh, and you're always aware of that when you play Pebble Beach.  It takes patience on the greens.  And I think it's--it's an important venue to really have your speed correct.  The last thing you want to do is be standing over anything that's longer than 18 inches for par when you're looking at--you know, when you're on these poa annua greens.
00:32:49:00

PHIL BLACKMAR: Putting straight up the hill here.  How important is it to have uphill putts versus downhill putts here?
00:32:52:29

LANNY WADKINS: Well, it--it--it's important.  Because the fast ones are really quick and get away.  This one's uphill.  But it--it probably is gonna move a hair left.
00:33:00:23

PHIL BLACKMAR: That's solid there.  He said the round he had yesterday, a 6 under par 66, the best he could remember here at Pebble Beach in 30 years, or maybe even 40.
00:33:11:21

PHIL BLACKMAR: And over at the 17th now, Sidney Craven, if you remember, played a beautiful shot in here and has this for birdie to extend her team's lead here in the individ--in the Team Championship for the Girls.  Lanny, we've seen some beautiful putting strokes by some of the young women this week.
00:33:26:20

LANNY WADKINS: We really have.  I mean, just outstanding.  I wa--I've seen a whole bunch of them I would love to have.  Uh, this young lady is quite the player.  A great shot in here.  And obviously, going very well.  And--and making putts.  A good chance to extend her lead right here.  Oh.  Speed got that in.  She got it a touch high.  But it was the right pace.  And that got it in the right edge.
00:33:51:22

PHIL BLACKMAR: Now having a look at the ball of K.J. Choi, it looks like it's in the front end of a divot, Billy-Ray.
00:33:55:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, it certainly is here.  Coming off that downslope, as well for K.J. Choi.  Looking at 151 yards.  One thing about K.J.'s swing, I think it's--it bodes well for him in a lie like this.  He tends to get the club--at the top, it kind of shifts the shaft back over the top and has a steeper angle of attack.  It doesn't shallow out as much.  So it shouldn't bother him that much.
00:34:19:16

LANNY WADKINS: He tends to hit a fade with what he do--what he--what he does, Billy-Ray, which makes--in a lot of ways, makes this shot a little tougher.  But it does make it simpler to get a good strike.
00:34:28:20

PHIL BLACKMAR: What would you do here, Lanny, out of that lie to get a good strike?
00:34:31:12

LANNY WADKINS: I think--well, I think, actually, hitting down on it like he does his--the other thing, I always felt off a downslope, Phil, if you start trying to hit a high draw from there, the chances are you're probably gonna catch it thin.  You're coming in so shallow.  Uh, this shot just reeks of hitting a fade.  You've got to hit a fade to have a descending blow to make good contact.  Uh, going into this green, that's first and foremost.  You don't stand on this hole ever really thinking birdie.
00:34:57:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Now a pitching wedge here for Choi.
00:34:59:14

LANNY WADKINS: That's a big pitching wedge.
00:35:00:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Looking out to the right, though.  But it is downhill.  And that--that helping breeze from the right [club swing].
00:35:08:16

LANNY WADKINS: That might have been a little heavy.
00:35:10:29

PHIL BLACKMAR: I thought so when he hit it, as well.  And that's a little back there.  That'll be a long putt from there.
00:35:21:07

WHIT WATSON: This is Barron at the 10th for his par.
00:35:24:22

LANNY WADKINS: Poor shot in here.  And not a really good play from the front of the green.  Then leaves that short, straight up the slope.
00:35:34:28

PHIL BLACKMAR: Beautiful scenery here, right off the 9th green.  And you can just go down for a little swim down there, B.R., if you want.
00:35:40:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  A little chilly for--even for a big guy like me there.  It's gonna be a little cold.  But you just can't--I mean, these holes, when you start at 7, 8, 9, and 10, playing along the coastline there, and just--honestly, uh, it's one of the prettiest places in the world that I've ever seen.  And you never get tired of the view.  That--now Choi, you know--
00:36:03:05

LANNY WADKINS: The view is so nice it even makes bad shots acceptable.
00:36:05:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah. [chuckle] Exactly.  And you know what?  Just for our viewers here, you can hit it on the beach down there and it's still in play.  You can still go down there and go after it and try to work your way back up the hill.
00:36:22:10

PHIL BLACKMAR: Lanny, this is not one you want to get past the hole, is it?  You don't want to leave anything coming back down the hill.
00:36:27:16

LANNY WADKINS: No.  And K.J.'s pace has been really we--really good today.  Uh, actually, all week.  Even last week, when he lost in a playoff, that was one of the things I noticed was, you know, his touch was good, which tells me that his nerves are okay.  But that's a tough leave there.  He's got a lot of work left.
00:36:42:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Now [indistinct], Lanny.
00:36:49:00

LANNY WADKINS: Big putt here for making the rest of the day easier for K.J.  He does not want to go backwards at this stage.  Not when he's got to go stand over that tee shot at number 10.
00:37:03:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And, you know, last week, when he got in the playoff, he started the round off in South Dakota where he made 10 straight pars to start the round.  So you know he's very consistent.
00:37:21:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Walks it in. [clapping]
00:37:23:11

PHIL BLACKMAR: That was solid, there.  He stays bogey-free.
00:37:30:17

WHIT WATSON: Fourth shot up ahead for Bernhard Langer.  Found the fairway [club swing] bunker and he's had all kinds of trouble since.
00:37:37:07

LANNY WADKINS: And he's gonna have that left for bogey.  It's a good 15 feet.
00:37:52:03

WHIT WATSON: Langer for bogey.  He has made a mess here, Lanny, of this 10th hole.
00:37:56:22

LANNY WADKINS: He really has.  And the tee shot started it all, right behind the lip of the bunker.  So uncharacterl--teristically poor tee shot for Langer.  And since then, it's been a mess.  And this can really--really probably keep him in the tournament, to make this.  And not there.  So double bogey at the 10th.
00:38:17:04

WHIT WATSON: Now, while that is going on on the green at 10, it's going to be Cejka the first to play eventually from this 10th fairway. [clapping]
00:38:27:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And he's positioned it very, very nicely, has Cejka, on the left-hand side of the fairway.  That's a tall task to do, because of that fairway.  You spoke of it moments ago about how it slopes from left to right.  So he'll have a clear path.
00:38:39:21

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Whe--

00:38:40:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: When--sorry, Lanny.
00:38:41:01

LANNY WADKINS: I was gonna say, Billy-Ray, a great view right here from behind him.  We really see what Cejka's looking at.  And he--you see that, you know, it--this--really, the--the shot here is to take it about 10 feet left of that flag.  Uh, and since you have the wind off the right, it ac--this--I'm not sure that really helps with this shot right now.
00:38:58:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No.  I don't, either.  Because you--if you look at the flagstick right now, you can see it from back here in the fairway.  It's really moving hard from right to left with just the slightest bit of help.  173 yards.
00:39:10:02

LANNY WADKINS: I like the right to left wind off the tee, but not so much on the second.
00:39:12:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No. [chuckle] Not at all.  Unle--unless it was back left. [chuckle]
00:39:15:05

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.  Yes.
00:39:15:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: The only time I'd like it.
00:39:16:15

LANNY WADKINS: Exactly.  But I mean, normally, if you had a left to right wind here, you'd set it at the left edge of that back bunker and just hit it and let the wind just move it right towards the flag.  So Cejka, to get this close, probably has to play some kind of little--little undercut shot, don't you think? [club swing]
00:39:31:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  And very interesting.  He's actually trying to take this flag on, start it just a bit right.  And, oh, my goodness.  Aggressive play.  Now he's got it right of the hole, putting back up the hill.  Can't get much better than that.
00:39:47:27

LANNY WADKINS: He likes to use the flag on these.  I'm not a fan.  But, um, Alex has been very successful with it this year.  He's an excellent putter.  This is just straight up the gut, here.
00:40:04:08

LANNY WADKINS: No problem.
00:40:05:05

WHIT WATSON: Got it back after a bogey at 8. [clapping]
00:40:09:18

WHIT WATSON: K.J. Choi looking for his first win on the PGA Tour Champions.  He was in a playoff last week in South Dakota.  And that good form has continued.  And he leads by 3 as he heads to the back nine at Pebble. [music]

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:40:25:24

PHIL BLACKMAR: And Bernhard Langer here for birdie. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]
00:40:31:04

MALE: All right. [clapping]
00:40:32:05

PHIL BLACKMAR: Nicely done.  Off to a great start today.  Was in contention through 6.  But the costly double bogey at the 10th.
00:40:40:02

WHIT WATSON: Marco Dawson now for a birdie at 12.
00:40:42:12

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Marco having a nice week.  I mean, he kind of is a fixture hanging right around the Top 10, as he leaks that in there for a rare birdie at the 12th.
00:40:52:25

WHIT WATSON: So Dawson gets it to 9 under.
00:40:59:21

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back at the 11th now, Alex Cejka has a chance to get 1 closer to the lead, Billy-Ray.
00:41:05:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, in his position where he's put it here, he's putting back up the hill.  So--

00:41:11:10

PHIL BLACKMAR: Lanny, you talked about Langer needing to play aggressively.  Same for Cejka.  And he's been doing so the last few holes.
00:41:16:17

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Cejka is not afraid to take on any flag. [putter clicks] A tough read here.
00:41:25:18

WHIT WATSON: Paul Stankowski with a chance for birdie at the 14th.
00:41:29:12

LANNY WADKINS: He came out here and Monday qualified this week.  A good look here for Paul. [cheers and clapping] Another good week for Paul.  He had a chance a couple of weeks ago.  Was right at the lead and played a poor last round.  But, uh, he's--overall, he's played fairly solid since he's been out here.
00:41:48:20

WHIT WATSON: To the 12th and Choi ready for his 2nd.
00:41:51:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, very fortunate the ball did not plug.  Sitting on the upslope, below his feet.  He's gonna have to fly this ball [club swing] all the way to the hole because it's not gonna release much.
00:42:00:11

LANNY WADKINS: That was very doable.  And not very well done, Billy-Ray.
00:42:03:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Not at all.
00:42:30:07

LANNY WADKINS: Got to be firm with this. [putter clicks] Oh, he was.
00:42:34:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: How about that? [cup rattles] Just sneaks in. [cheers and clapping] Played it left center, and just fell right over the front of the edge.
00:42:40:13

LANNY WADKINS: And Billy-Ray, that never left the center of the hole.
00:42:43:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No.
00:42:43:14

LANNY WADKINS: What a great stroke that was.
00:42:50:13

WHIT WATSON: At the 14th, Ken Tanigawa, a former Champion here.  This is a par putt at the par 5.
00:42:55:17

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And not a close par putt.  A lot of work left here for Ken.  Hate to bogey par 5s, even ones as tough as this.
00:43:06:29

WHIT WATSON: That drops him to 4 under.
00:43:14:00

PHIL BLACKMAR: And back now to 13.  And Cejka has a chance to pull within 3 if he can knock this one in, Billy-Ray.
00:43:21:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, he left it in a prime position with that aggressive second shot.  Now he's got it straight back up the hill.
00:43:32:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, just lost it right at the end.  Not enough speed.
00:43:36:23

WHIT WATSON: Meanwhile, ahead at the par 5, Bernhard Langer playing his 3rd.
00:43:41:04

LANNY WADKINS: Hole location [club swing] just over the bunker on the left.  So I would assume at this stage, Langer is taking that on. [ball thunk] Yes, he did.  Excellent play by Bernhard. [clapping]
00:43:57:04

PHIL BLACKMAR: Head over to 17 quickly.  And Paul Stankowski, currently in a tie for 6th.
00:44:04:06

FEMALE: Oh!

00:44:05:15

PHIL BLACKMAR: It goes in the back door.  Moves him into a tie for 4th place, tied with Steven Alker.
00:44:18:26

WHIT WATSON: On the 14th, as Langer has a birdie putt.
00:44:25:16

LANNY WADKINS: A great shot in here by Bernhard.  Landed just over the bunker.  I was surprised to see it release that much.  But it did, all the way up to the hole.  This is downhill.  Not much in it.  If anything, it might fall just a skosh to the left.
00:44:48:08

LANNY WADKINS: Depending--you know, there's a big shoulder coming off that bunker right there.  If you get close enough to it, it can really affect the putt.  I think Bernhard's far enough away from it, it should make a difference.  So probably inside the hole, maybe right edge, [putter clicks] depending on the pace. [clapping] Well done.  Not surprising.
00:45:09:21

WHIT WATSON: Third shots now for Choi and Cejka. [club swing]
00:45:12:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  123 yards here for Choi.  And this shot plays so long.  Oh.
00:45:18:27

LANNY WADKINS: Billy-Ray, I can't believe he made that mistake.
00:45:23:29

WHIT WATSON: Here's Ken Tanigawa with his 3rd shot at the 18th. [club swing]
00:45:30:11

LANNY WADKINS: Hole location right over that right front bunker.  It should spin.  Come on. [clapping] Good shot.  Quick putt.
00:45:45:23

WHIT WATSON: Now K.J.
00:45:47:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Off the upslope here.  We saw back at 12 he, off the upslope came up short.  Got to get this one a pretty big hit. [club swing]
00:45:56:24

LANNY WADKINS: He did.  Got it up up there.
00:45:57:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: How about that one?
00:45:58:23

LANNY WADKINS: Really nice--

00:45:59:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Gets a look at it. [clapping]
00:46:05:23

WHIT WATSON: Back to the 18th.  Ken Tanigawa for his birdie.
00:46:09:12

LANNY WADKINS: This is quick.  Down the hill, moving left to right.  Reminds me of the putt Watson made here to win the U.S. Open.  And [clapping] Tanigawa just poured it right in, the same thing.  I think Watson's went in with more pace.
00:46:22:17

WHIT WATSON: A 1-over Final Round for the 2018 Champion here, who very famously made an eagle on this hole on Sunday to win by 1.
00:46:37:22

LANNY WADKINS: K.J.'s been putting these putts very softly, not very firm.  So, uh, with that in mind, it--it could die right pretty easy.
00:46:44:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.  He's gonna--with the pace in which he's trying to hole these putts, he's gonna definitely have to get it outside the hole left.
00:47:05:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Not enough pace.  Just what--
00:47:06:18

LANNY WADKINS: No.
00:47:06:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: --we were talking about.
00:47:07:27

LANNY WADKINS: Hit it softly and didn't put it outside the hole.  A big mistake right there, especially after he's played two good shots.
00:47:20:01

PHIL BLACKMAR: Back at the 17th, Bernhard Langer, currently in a tie for 4th place.  This for birdie, coming down the hill.  Ooh. [cheers and clapping] This is one of those weeks that could have for Bernhard, Langer--or Lanny.
00:47:36:07

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  No question.  I mean, the double at 10, take that away, and all of a sudden, he's up to just right there.
00:47:42:24

WHIT WATSON: Up ahead at 18, Bernhard Langer, playing his 3rd.
00:47:47:08

LANNY WADKINS: We've already seen the hole location on the right front center.  Right front, really, over that bunker. [club swing] Got to take that on.  Anything that gets left, it's gonna be 40 feet left. [ball thunk] There you go.  Good shot, Bernhard. [cheers and clapping] Exactly what you're looking for.  Beautiful play.
00:48:07:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Uh, given the situation, if--you know, if he was tied or a 1 shot lead, whatever it may be, he would have to force it up the fairway a bit.  But I think he can take--with a 3-shot lead, he can take enough club with enough loft to be able to turn this shot.  With the tree--that lone tree right in the center of the fairway, he's got to actually take it up the rough line.  He definitely will not try to over the tree.
00:48:33:20

LANNY WADKINS: He's put it out to right, working right to left.  Uh, the one thing is, he--you know, there is out of bounds over to the right.  But I don't think he takes enough club to put that in play, Billy-Ray.
00:48:43:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, just as long as it's--it turns.  He's got it lined up right now just inside [club swing] the rough line.  And he starts it up the right-hand side and has hit a really, really solid shot.  Lanny, he's got it up there in great position now, in the left-hand side of the fairway.  Takes the tree up by the right-hand side of the green out of play.
00:49:00:27

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  That's a perfect layup.  Really well done there by K.J.
00:49:04:13

WHIT WATSON: And we'll keep it right here for Cejka.
00:49:06:24

LANNY WADKINS: Basically has to hit the same kind of shot, doesn't he, B.R.?
00:49:09:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Exactly.  Yeah.  He's a little bit further to the right than which K.J. was.  So he doesn't have to turn it as much.
00:49:17:15

LANNY WADKINS: The one thing about this tree that happened, Billy-Ray, this is a bigger canopy than there used to be on the other tree.  So you do have to [club swing] think on your second shot.  You can go un--like K--uh, Cejka took that low, kind of out underneath it.  And that's okay, too.
00:49:35:03

WHIT WATSON: Up ahead, Bernhard Langer.  This is for solo 2nd.
00:49:40:02

LANNY WADKINS: That'll be just out of the left, moving left to right.
00:49:43:21

WHIT WATSON: Boy.  Man. [clapping] Does he make a lot of putts around this golf course?
00:49:47:12

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, he does.  That would be probably your new Schwab Cup leader.
00:49:52:18

WHIT WATSON: And we can confirm he is projected Number 1 in the Schwab Cup.  Taking advantage of some key absences, including that of Jim Furyk, who is not playing this week.  He's, for now, Number 1 in Schwab Cup.
00:50:07:00

WHIT WATSON: Third shot at the par 5 18th for K.J. Choi.
00:50:10:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And after a fantastic layup by K.J.  124 yards [club swing], back uphill in the wind.  Just find the putting surface.
00:50:17:21

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Anything but that right front bunker, Billy-Ray.  Oh, that's excellent.  In there hole high, putting straight up the slope. [clapping]
00:50:26:13

WHIT WATSON: Cejka at minus 10.
00:50:28:09

LANNY WADKINS: He can snag a piece of 2nd now.  We're talking money.  Needs to get aggressive here for Alex.  Not that he probably wouldn't be [club swing] anyway.
00:50:37:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Just 73 yards.
00:50:40:22

LANNY WADKINS: Oh. [clapping] I didn't see him bouncing it through the rough.  But he did.
00:50:44:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And very fortunate there.
00:50:45:27

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, it was.  He's got a makeable putt.
00:50:51:22

WHIT WATSON: 2-shot lead for K.J. Choi.  And this for birdie. [putter clicks]
00:51:11:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That's all he needed to do there, Lanny.
00:51:12:13

LANNY WADKINS: Yep.  That's very nice.  Very well done. [clapping]
00:51:22:02

LANNY WADKINS: Alex was aggressive.  He went after flags.  He just didn't get the putts to drop.  Had the putts gone down, a couple here and there, uh, it--this would have been a different story coming down the stretch.  But, uh, he was aggressive all day.  He was trying to get there.  Just did not.
00:51:38:22

LANNY WADKINS: This to tie Langer for 2nd.
00:51:42:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And it helps him with that, certainly, Charles Schwab Cup Point Standing, too. [putter clicks] [cheers and clapping] Yep.  Finally got one to go, Lanny.
00:51:50:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yep.
00:51:50:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: The entire inward half there, he had a number of good putts.  And unable to cash in.  Got one there at 18.
00:51:57:05

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he just reached into Langer's pocket and took some money out, right there.
00:52:00:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Laugh]
00:52:01:03

LANNY WADKINS: I love it.
00:52:04:05

LANNY WADKINS: Great few weeks for K.J. Choi. [cheers and clapping]
00:52:09:05

WHIT WATSON: K.J. Choi has his first win on the PGA Tour Champions. [clapping]
00:52:17:14

WHIT WATSON: Bernhard Langer has jumped all the way back up into the Lead. [music]
00:52:29:02
End of Recording
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