KORN FERRY TOUR – UTAH CHAMPIONSHIP PRESENTED BY ZIONS BANK

00:00:32:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Welcome in to the First Round of the Utah Championship.  Seeing a lot of red numbers already at Oakridge Country Club here in Farmington, Utah.  Temperatures in the low 90s and sunny.  Pretty ideal scoring conditions so far.  I'm George Savaricas with '02 Player's Champ Craig Perks.  Here is the Leaderboard as it stands so far at this week's Korn Ferry Tour stop.  A couple of players at 8 under par at this morning wave.  And you see all the low scores so far.  Birdies a-plenty, Craig.
00:01:04:00

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  No question.  The field collectively 245 under par.  The golf course is defenseless.  It's at elevation.  You better get your birdie game on.
00:01:13:05

GEORGE SAVARICAS: [Chuckle] [music]

00:01:17:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Over at the par-4 12th we find Peyton White, a birdie putt.
00:01:23:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Began his day on the 10th.  So this just his third hole.  And [cup rattles] how good is that? [clapping] Peyton White moving to 1 under early in his first round.
00:01:35:07

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now the red-hot Smotherman just got smothered by a double, Gary.  He's on the tee now.
00:01:39:28

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yes. It was a bit of a momentum-hal--halter.  Now do not do what your two playing competitors have just done. [club swing] You can expect this one to be right.  And this one is right and coming right back out.  It is a great-looking shot. [ball thunk]
00:01:53:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Boy, a proficient ball-striker.  You look at his numbers, they are really solid.  But you can see the firmness in that green.  And--

00:02:07:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: All right.  Let's take a look at some of the highlights from earlier in this First Round.  Joshua Creel on the 16th.  Part of the morning wave, Craig.
00:02:13:11

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  And likes this golf course.  Lost in a playoff a couple of years ago to Kristoffer Ventura.  Just had a 2nd about five weeks ago.  So form rounding into shape.
00:02:24:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 8-under 63.  You see the shift in projections with what he was able to do so far out of the gates.  Mark Blakefield on the 18th.
00:02:32:17

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  Came home in 29.  And he really needs it.  Began the week 126th.  So important, is numbers.  Tripp talked about it.  75-25, even inside the Top 100.
00:02:43:14

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So Austin Smotherman had it going his first 9.  This his approach to the 8th.
00:02:47:27

CRAIG PERKS: Began this week the man on the bubble, 25th.  He opened this round, birdies at 1, 2, and 3.  I love his attitude.  He said, "Give it to me."  Embrace it.  Go play well.  What a heck of a start.
00:02:59:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Looked like he was thriving with it.  The front 9, this on the 9th.
00:03:02:00

CRAIG PERKS: Well, the--the golf course is defenseless.  It--you ha--you can hit driver at the 9th.  You're pitching up the green.  He's taken advantage of it.  If the butter--putter behaves, he could win for the second time in this massive season.
00:03:14:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: But one of the few spots it can get you is the 10th, the hardest hole on the course a year ago.  This was for bogey.
00:03:21:21

CRAIG PERKS: I was just amazed.  He was 5 under through 9 holes.  He was--started the week 25th.  He was projected, after 9 holes, 25th.  He didn't move at all with 5 birdies?
00:03:30:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Which is absurd.
00:03:31:00

CRAIG PERKS: He makes a double.  Okay.
00:03:33:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Calm.
00:03:34:15

CRAIG PERKS: Come on.  Even--

00:03:35:04

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Come on.  Tony said--

00:03:35:17

CRAIG PERKS: Put him in the red.
00:03:38:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now, Smotherman.  We saw the tee shot run out, Gary.  Is--how much slope does he have to deal with coming off that bunker?
00:03:43:28

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, He's--the first part is, he's got straight uphill the first half, and then straight downhill, to the left coming off that bunker.  So reading it with a matter of feet to the right.
00:03:54:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, looks like he's got it out there.  There's the downhill part.  Ah, is it gonna have enough?  Ooh, that's gonna leave a tricklish one.  You, uh, wouldn't want to play the first two holes of the back 9 in 3 over par.
00:04:12:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Nicholas Thompson, a couple under on his round.  Approach to the 12th.  Dances by the stick.  That's a beauty, there.
00:04:21:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Ben Kohles with a great look at birdie.  Good ball-striker, a good putter.  A three-time All-American at University of Virginia.  Has not been on the Tour for seven years.  So looking to get back there.  And there we go.  Just been a--a little bit up and down.  But when he's played well, he's played pretty well, uh, this season for Ben.
00:04:46:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Nicholas Thompson to push it to 3 under par.
00:04:51:03

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Kevin Yu for eagle at 15, par 5.  Reachable by everybody in the field if you hit the tee shot right.  And Kevin Yu, uh, I really--the PGA Tour University giving these young players a good jump out of college.  These five players that, uh, get a chance to jump right onto the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:05:17:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: I haven't seen a ton of Peyton White on the Korn Ferry Tour.  This is just his sixth start for the season.  For birdie on 16.
00:05:27:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR: All right.  Now, Gary, we haven't seen an eagle in a while.  Are we gonna see one now?  I'm putting you on the spot.
00:05:34:14

GARY CHRISTIAN: This is certainly the mayor's office, isn't it?  Here just coming a little right-to-left.  I think he's gonna just nuzzle this one up there, make 4.
00:05:42:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, we just put on the screen that he makes eagle, he gets back to 25.  Hops.  A couple of hops just took it off of it.  Right on line.  Those two hops, oh, were just enough to keep it short.  But easy birdie.
00:05:57:29

CRAIG PERKS: Hey, Gary, you're English.  What--why wouldn't it the "headmaster's office?"
00:06:02:02

GARY CHRISTIAN: I don't know.  Well, we are in America now.
00:06:04:12

CRAIG PERKS: Okay.  Yeah.
00:06:05:05

GARY CHRISTIAN: Now, good--good point.  You're right.
00:06:06:11

CRAIG PERKS: Yes, sir.
00:06:06:24

GARY CHRISTIAN: Good point.
00:06:06:29

CRAIG PERKS: Well done.  Well done.
00:06:10:21

GARY CHRISTIAN: All right.  With that lower trajectory off the tee for Maur, it got a big kick forward.  Just 77 yards here.  So he's hitting one of those little distance wedges.  Maybe one of those little 9:00 o'clock swings and just take that little one that bounces 20, 25 feet short and skips up once.
00:06:31:08

CRAIG PERKS: Tried to cut the legs out of it when he cut off that through swing and pretty good shot.
00:06:43:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now we go to the other side of the golf course, the 7th.  This is Peter Uihlein.  Sits at 30th now at 5 under par.  This for eagle.  And what a good week would do for him.  That would move him inside the Top 20.  Man, so talented, out of Oklahoma State.
00:07:07:23

GARY CHRISTIAN: We were talking about it earlier on, how much slope there is to this green.  It's interesting.  From this angle, this is a remarkably straight putt.  I don't think this one's outside the hole.
00:07:25:00

CRAIG PERKS: See how good your green-reading skills are, Gary.  He's got a great look.  Good call.
00:07:33:12

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Just slides it in.  Nice birdie for Lauer.  Just three birdies on the day, one bogey.
00:07:44:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR: All right.  Now, Hayley, did he learn anything, Gary?
00:07:47:08

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, let's hope so.  He has an absolutely identical putt to Lauer.  And he went to a good college, didn't he, Tripp?
00:07:52:28

TRIPP ISENHOUR: He did.  He did.  We're--we're pretty good at learning there.  See?  See?  That's what we do.  That's what Yellowjackets do.  We learn.  And got his degree in--it's called "Business Management" now.  Used to be called "Industrial Management" when I went there.
00:08:08:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Perfect--perfect state for him, Tripp, the Beehive State and a Yellowjacket.
00:08:12:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Bee--Beehive State.  There you go.
00:08:14:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So we saw the recovery shot.  Now it's Evan Harmeling's birdie putt out at--

00:08:19:29

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm.  Very much straight down the hill.
00:08:26:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Tracking.  Tracking.
00:08:28:16

CRAIG PERKS: Why wouldn't you?
00:08:32:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR: All right.  Tommy Gainey at the 17th.  And looks to be bringing it in low.  And that's exactly what he does.  Great hop off of the fringe.  And I'm gonna give him that putt.
00:08:48:28

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now Steven Alker, the veteran.  Nice solid round for Steven.
00:09:01:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Creel, Blakefield, 8-under 63s.  Some of the other names on that first page of the Leaderboard.  Roberto Diaz playing nice today, Craig, with a 6-under 65.
00:09:12:22

CRAIG PERKS: And it's good to see Roberto continue to play well.  A Champion in--in Louisiana earlier this year. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:09:32:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Round Two of the Utah Championship underway.  And what a difference a day makes here in Farmington, Utah.  The temperatures have dropped.  The wind is up a bit.  But we're still seeing low numbers at this week's Korn Ferry Tour stop.  I'm George Savaricas with '02 Player's Champ Craig Perks.  A look at some of the earlier highlights here.  And it's Peter Uihlein on the 17th for birdie.
00:09:51:26

CRAIG PERKS: Well, the man's a great striker.  And you start making putts like this, this guy is gonna be dangerous.  Has already won in 2021 in Las Vegas.
00:10:00:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: More from Uihlein the very next hole.
00:10:02:29

CRAIG PERKS: Well, he began the week 30th on the Points List. [cheers and clapping] Looking to get back to the PGA Tour.  65/65's gonna help.
00:10:12:05

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Right now projected to be in a good spot, inside that all-important 25 number halfway through.
00:10:19:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Bobby Bai for eagle on the 7th.
00:10:21:27

CRAIG PERKS: Talk about needing a great week.  Began this week in Utah 128th on the Points List.  62 on Friday is gonna help.
00:10:30:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: That 62 that Bobby Bai put together, the low round of the day, catapulting him from around the Cut Line to now, the former UCF standout with a 1-shot lead over Peter Uihlein.
00:10:46:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR: From the fairway, and a second shot here at the 13th for [club swing] Hirschman.  Nice full release [ball thunk] with the short iron.  And that should check.  It does.  That'll leave a good--really good look at birdie.
00:11:04:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Par-3 14th.  Jake Knapp, this left for birdie.
00:11:09:03

CRAIG PERKS: Well, it's an excellent iron shot in there.  This is a downhill par 3 will have flummoxed these players when you're dealing with wind, and elevation, and from an elevated tee, as well.
00:11:28:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR: There we go.  And we see a birdie at 13, which is what we should see there.
00:11:38:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A moment ago, Brandon Wu, the former Stanford standout, part of that 2018 National Title team, this his third shot from short of the green.
00:11:49:01

CRAIG PERKS: And perfection. [clapping] Last time we saw Brandon, he was winning the Korn Ferry Tour Championship at Victoria National.  He's locked up his Card, 12th in the Points List.
00:12:00:13

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now we--we go up to the green.  And an eagle opportunity for Hirschman.  And so important when you have these looks on these greens, where you don't have to worry about getting--the ball getting away from you, get it to the hole.
00:12:15:08

GARY CHRISTIAN: And 20 eagles, 160 birdies.  This hole's played close to 200 under par through a day-and-a-half.
00:12:24:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now we're at the 5th.  And this is Byron Meth at the par 4.  421, dog leg to the right, and water, or a penalty area down that right.  This is his birdie opportunity.  And right now, he is playing quite well.
00:12:40:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Up ahead on the green, Hayden Springer for birdie.
00:12:43:24

CRAIG PERKS: It's a good spot to be.  Left, a little long, putting down the hill, back.  It should break to his right late. [putter clicks]
00:12:51:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Springer started birdie-birdie.  Made triple on the 13th.  So this, his third birdie of the round, just to get him back to even.
00:13:03:06

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Second shot for T.J. Vogel on the par-4 16th.  Was Mister Monday two years ago [club swing] to get his way in the--I would say it was about seven or eight PGA Tour events.
00:13:13:28

CRAIG PERKS: It was eight, actually.
00:13:16:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR: We're at the 7th here.  Joshua Creel, par 5.  Look at this.  Minus 6 on the par 5s.  This another gettable par 5 if you hit your tee shot where he did.  That penalty area does affect some of the second shots.  But not that one.  That's a great look at eagle.
00:13:34:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Slide back to the 16th.  T.J. Vogel, right along that Cut Line.  He's at 5 under.
00:13:39:23

CRAIG PERKS: Give him two in a row.  And he gets, uh--gets some breathing room. [clapping] Started the week 89th on that Points List.  He's only had one Top 10 in 36 starts.
00:13:50:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Joshua Creel with his great look at eagle.  Breaking to his left.  But he doesn't have to worry about getting there.  Speed takes care of itself.  And that was a good look.  Just maybe a little bit too much respect for the break.  But he gets one closer to the lead.
00:14:14:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Up to the green on 18.  Harrison Endycott.  We've seen his struggles on this back 9.  This to birdie, post 4 under.
00:14:21:23

CRAIG PERKS: There you go. [cheers and clapping] There you go.  It's gonna not be enough.  But nice way to finish.  68, in at 4 under.
00:14:32:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A bounce back with that second round.  But he's gonna think of the missed opportunities.
00:14:39:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back on the par-4 16th, Andres Gonzalez, past Champion of this event, actually, seven years ago, at a different course.  This would push him at 5 under, which would be on the cut line.  Dres getting it done. [clapping] Some of the best hair in the game.  You can tell it's breezy when the mullet has the flow going.
00:15:00:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back to 18, Hirschman to try and match [cheers and clapping] that birdie we saw from Endicott.
00:15:06:25

CRAIG PERKS: And he does.  He's in at 8 under.
00:15:09:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Yeah.  Are we gonna make it three-for-three?
00:15:11:15

CRAIG PERKS: Absolutely.  Oh, give it to Patrick.
00:15:14:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Birdie putt from off the 8th green for Joshua Creel on the 8th. [putter clicks]
00:15:19:26

CRAIG PERKS: This green with so much tilt.  They actually prepare it differently.
00:15:24:10

MALE: Yes.
00:15:25:24

CRAIG PERKS: The Stimpmeter reading is about 10.  They only have a single cut the entire day.  The other greens are double-cut and rolled in the morning and single cut and rolled in the afternoon.  And it's just the severity of the pitch.  And a 4 is a good score at the 8th.
00:15:41:05

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Creel 3 under today.  Began off the 10th tee. [cup rattles] So 17 holes down, Round Number 2.  One still to go.
00:15:59:09

GARY CHRISTIAN: This just outside that right lip at a slow pace.  On the lip, firm. [clapping]
00:16:10:06

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Creel's second. [club swing] Hit 13 greens so far.  Trying to make it 14.  And he does.  In fact, in Round Number 1, only missed one green.  So wow.  Been hitting a lot of greens so far this week.
00:16:23:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A moment ago, Scott Langley's 3rd had just birdied 17.
00:16:28:08

CRAIG PERKS: No-man's Land. [cheers and clapping]
00:16:30:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: And then this birdie-birdie to get to 4 under.  But it's too little, too late.  The cut will be at 5.
00:16:38:23

CRAIG PERKS: Always grinding.  But, uh, finds himself 144th on the Points List coming into this week.
00:16:45:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Creel trying to punch one in here for birdie to get one closer.  And--

00:16:50:19

CRAIG PERKS: I'm always fascinated, Tripp, when people talk about just sort of ignoring the pressure.  I think you want to embrace it.  You know, pressure, we talked about yesterday being a privilege.  Get after it.
00:17:00:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, that was his 30th putt.
00:17:02:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: To 18.  Nicolas Lindheim trying to close out his day with a birdie.
00:17:08:17

CRAIG PERKS: Shoot 67.  68, 67, you get in at 7 under. [clapping] Trying to get a flurry of them throughout the weekend, see what happens.
00:17:19:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now just a little bit of cleanup.  Yes, sir.  Nice solid round.  So a guy is familiar with this golf course gonna be part of the story on the weekend. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:17:44:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The Korn Ferry Tour in Utah this week for the Utah Championship Third Round.  And we have a jam-packed Leaderboard here at Oakridge Country Club.  This is the second-to-last event as part of this Korn Ferry Tour Regular Season.  Look at the Leaderboard.  And we have six now tied for the lead.  Our Final Group, Bobby Bai and Peter Uihlein, on the course. [music]
00:18:11:03

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And I mentioned the putting of Montgomery.  He's 2nd on this--on this Tour.  And yeah, he shows you why. [clapping] When he gets a chance to--a makeable putt, it--it rarely misses the hole.
00:18:22:27

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now we're at the 7th.  And Bai's shot had to look good in the air, Gary.  Just came up, uh, right on line, short.
00:18:29:09

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  But it was just in that step cut between the fairway and the rough.  And I think he actually went with a 9 in the end.  And was just expecting it to fly a little bit more.  He's now actually in a situation that's actually quite tricky.  Between he and the flag, about halfway, is a hump that comes in off that bunker.  So he's actually gonna need to run it along the--the fringe line, along the green and fringe line.  And it's gonna break quite hard right-to-left halfway there.  So if he had been another 10, 15 feet left, it would have been a far easier shot.
00:18:56:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Would he--would he have an option to--to throw it up in the air and--and take a lot of that out?
00:19:00:14

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, I think, if he did, he'd be landing on a downslope.  So--

00:19:03:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Ah.
00:19:03:23

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  It just makes it--just--it's just one of--it should be a fairly simple shot.  But it's just--it's just got enough interest if he doesn't quite get it right, it--it might leave himself outside, seven or eight feet.
00:19:15:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR: But he doesn't have to hit it into the fringe.  Right?  He can just get close to it.
00:19:19:00

GARY CHRISTIAN: Just tiptoe along the edge.
00:19:22:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Ah, just like that.  Boy, that looks good, right there.

00:19:27:12

MALE: Good shot. [clapping]
00:19:28:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, he doesn't seem to be bothered by having the lead.  He's playing in complete control.  And he's--looks very comfortable in this situation.
00:19:51:00

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Taking care of the par-5s.  He's got one more left, the 15th.  Plenty of opportunities for birdie.  But a couple of difficult holes between 8 and--through 11, really.  That's a stretch that is the meat of this golf course.
00:20:05:06

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Uihlein.  It's pretty straightforward here, Gary.  I--

00:20:07:05

GARY CHRISTIAN: Ooh.  Yeah.  Absolutely.  Great lie.  This is certainly one you'd be licking your chops at.  There's a very good opportunity to chip this one in.  And a flat landing area, as well.  It's even better.
00:20:18:01

CRAIG PERKS: You gotta be disciplined here, Tripp and Gary, because you've really--the expecta--I'm gonna chip this in.  But you don't want to run it--be so aggressive you run it six or seven feet past, so--

00:20:26:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR: You--you can do that.
00:20:27:10

CRAIG PERKS: --drip it in the front edge if it does fall in.
00:20:30:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, that's what he's gonna do.  But short work of it.  He'll--he'll make a--he'll hold serve.  Right, Gary?
00:20:38:26

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yes, sir.  As a--as a Wimbledon semi-resident, I would say that would be a good analogy.
00:20:45:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 16th, Brett Stegmaier has this for birdie.  Birdied two of his last four.  Trying to make it three of five. [clapping]
00:20:55:15

CRAIG PERKS: And it's huge week.  And he's getting it.  Began the week 113th.
00:21:01:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Gary, not much in this.
00:21:03:01

GARY CHRISTIAN: No.  Just dead center.  Put a little bit of pace on, and let's move to the next.
00:21:08:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR: All right.  If you're playing with me, do you give me this?
00:21:10:24

GARY CHRISTIAN: Oh, absolutely.
00:21:11:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Oh, okay.  Gotta--do you give it to Craig?
00:21:13:18

GARY CHRISTIAN: Oh.
00:21:14:13

CRAIG PERKS: Gar--the only reason Gary's saying this, because he would like that reciprocated.  He struggles from this distance.  So--so you ca--I give it to you, you give it to me.
00:21:23:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR: I'd give it to you, Craig.  Of course.
00:21:24:27

CRAIG PERKS: Well.
00:21:25:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Gary?
00:21:26:02

GARY CHRISTIAN: I did until I got the arm-lock method.
00:21:27:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR: [Chuckle]
00:21:31:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Par-4 12th. [club swing] short little birdie hole.  Taylor Montgomery's second, flipping a wedge up there.
00:21:37:01

CRAIG PERKS: Well, very tasty, right there. [clapping]
00:21:41:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: And next will by Bobby Bai for birdie and to try and grab the solo lead.  What--what are you seeing in this?
00:21:46:17

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, it's the opposite now.  This is pure defense, here.  It's--it's only--it's only 20, 25 feet.  But it's straight down the hill, moving right-to-left.  It's just one where you're just trying to feed it down there.  If it goes in, it's a--it's a bonus.  You just don't want to leave anything left on the table.  The good news is, the--this green is that little bit slower just because of the tilt of the green.  They do prepare it a little bit differently.  So that was maybe one of the reasons why the ball didn't react a little bit quicker, spinning back down the slope.
00:22:14:13

CRAIG PERKS: When I talked to Sean Foley, he said he's got that raw skill, a lot of speed, great work ethic.  But the weak link is the putter.  Let's see how technique is.
00:22:35:16

CRAIG PERKS: We're hopeful there.  But--

00:22:36:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Putt on the way. [cheers and clapping]
00:22:38:19

CRAIG PERKS: And he gets good result.
00:22:39:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Two in a row for Bai.  Solo leader now at 16 under.
00:22:46:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: To 12.  And it's Taylor Montgomery trying to wrap up this birdie putt. [clapping] And you know what that does.  Gets him a share of the lead.  Four now at 15 under par.
00:22:58:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now the 9th.  Bobby Bai.  What's--or, no, excuse me.  Uihlein will be first to play, Gary.
00:23:03:25

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  Just 106 for Peter.  This one's relatively benign.  A fairly flat green.  So don't have to think too much about how it's gonna react.  It should just jump forward and then spin.
00:23:14:13

TRIPP ISENHOUR: I like the little softness in his arms right there.  I really like that.  That's gonna leave a almost-gimme for birdie.
00:23:24:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 18th, Callum Tarren for birdie and a round of 63. [clapping]
00:23:32:04

CRAIG PERKS: Yep.  That'll work.  Moving Day Saturday.  He began just inside the Top 20.  And go out and shoot 63 and--

00:23:38:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Career it.
00:23:41:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back to the 9th.
00:23:41:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Back to the 9th.  This is straight up the hill, Gary.  Maybe a little break left?
00:23:45:06

GARY CHRISTIAN: Just right-center, at the most.
00:23:51:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Yes, sir. [clapping] Well-played hole by both players for different reasons.
00:23:59:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And they walk to the next hole tied.  Taking care of business on the Front 9.
00:24:08:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And we're at the par-5 15th.  Taylor Montgomery with his 3rd shot.  Co-leader.  Been doing exactly what he needed to do on Moving Day.  Taking advantage of it.  Hitting a lot of greens.  And making a lot of putts.  Pretty good formula.
00:24:27:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: To the 10th.  And this is Peter Uihlein's 5th.  Gary, can you update us on--on what's happened with Peter this hole?
00:24:33:15

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  It's a--potentially a pivotal hole for Peter.  Played so well on the Front 9.  He hit an awful drive on 8 left.  Did exactly the same on 10, left.  And it was out of bounds.  And then almost backed it up with another disastrous shot.  Only--only an inch or two inside the penalty area line here.  So this absolutely is a turning point in the round, here.
00:24:54:24

CRAIG PERKS: And you--I think you've got to belly this one, maybe, Gary, coming down the hill, breaking left.
00:25:01:07

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  It looks like that's the swing he's practicing, isn't it?
00:25:05:24

CRAIG PERKS: I think of all the things that Peter Uihlein has accomplished, he's not a greater driver of the golf ball.  149th in accuracy, 105th in total driving. [clapping] Sneak out of here, I guess with a double-bogey 6.  So that will derail any sort of momentum after turning in 4-under 32.
00:25:24:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now, we saw the bunker shot of Taylor Montgomery.  Now we're watching the putting stroke.  A man who played in the U.S. Open this year and made the cut [cheers and clapping] at Torrey Pines, finished tied for 57th at the U.S. Open.  So well-done for Taylor.  And well-done today.  You can see all the circles.  And he runs in front of everybody.
00:25:48:12

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 12th hole.  Just short of this par 4.  Max Rottluff for birdie.  He played his college golf at Arizona State with John Rohm. [cheers and clapping]
00:26:05:19

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Our leader, Taylor Montgomery, on the par-4 16th.  This his second shot from the right-hand rough.
00:26:11:03

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  Tough coming out of the rough front.  Hole location that falls off in the front.  Shot face player, severely shot face. [club swing] Tough to control the spin.  That was fancy, though.  Landing it short, keeping it below the hole. [clapping] Extremely well done.
00:26:27:22

GEORGE SAVARICAS: He's had it working today.  14 out of 16 greens hit.
00:26:32:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Joshua Creel, a simple putt, breaking ever-so-slightly to his right. [putter clicks] [cup rattles] Right in the middle. [clapping] And a man who likes Oakridge Country Club.  Had a lot of success here.  And having success so far this year.
00:26:51:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 16th green.  Taylor Montgomery for birdie.  What a round he has hit.
00:26:56:22

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  Looking for five birdies in his last 6 holes.  And to get to 18 out in front.  There you go. [cheers and clapping]
00:27:06:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 2-shot lead.  He's at 9 under on his round.  Low score posted today an 8-under 63.  That's been done twice.
00:27:21:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Momentum-type putt for Bai.  Par putt misses on the left-hand side.  Will lose a shot here on 12, at least.
00:27:32:15

CRAIG PERKS: Well, you stand on this tee, knowing that you're leading the field in driving distance at 355.  You walk away with a 5?  That'll leave little tremors throughout the system.  Disappointing, for sure.
00:27:47:20

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now our Leader at the 17th.  Now, he's over on the left, hole on the left.  So [club swing] very little margin for error.  And he bounces it.  And well, when you're 9 under par on the day, you can play the difficult shots and make them look easy.  Because that was not easy.  And he's got a putt upcoming to get to 10 under par for the day and a 3-shot lead.
00:28:12:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Joshua Creel coming off that birdie on 13.  Was one of the First Round Co-Leaders here, opened up this week at the Utah Championship with an [club swing] 8-under 63.
00:28:21:20

CRAIG PERKS: This is the 11th of 13th greens.  He's hit 42 of 49.  So the iron game has been excellent.  And that's a favorable bounce.
00:28:28:23

GEORGE SAVARICAS: A little ground draw for Creel.
00:28:33:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Montgomery with, uh, another putt.  And the way he's rolling it, this is gonna have a chance. [clapping]
00:28:46:17

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Taylor Montgomery for birdie on 18.  That would have been for a round of 60.  He has this for par and a 10-under 61, which would be the low round so far this week at the Utah Championship.
00:29:02:15

GARY CHRISTIAN: [club swing] 163 for Peter.
00:29:05:08

PETER UIHLEIN: No.
00:29:06:18

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, it looks like he's going a little--[ball thunk] uh, he said "No?"

00:29:11:06

CRAIG PERKS: [Chuckle] That'll work.
00:29:13:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR: He said, "No?"  What? [chuckle] [clapping] That was almost the albatross.  I'd say a big yes to that.  My goodness.
00:29:23:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR: So we actually had on Trackman Viktor Hovland a couple of years ago had zero curve--

00:29:28:11

CRAIG PERKS: Mm-hmm.
00:29:29:00

TRIPP ISENHOUR: --On Trackman.  I've never heard of that.
00:29:32:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Taylor Montgomery for par and a round of 10 under 61.
00:29:36:22

CRAIG PERKS: You would hate to miss this.
00:29:39:25

CROWD: Oh.
00:29:40:21

CRAIG PERKS: And just the way he has putted, the ways he's played.  I know he's gonna shoot 62.  But, uh, it's a disappointing finish.
00:29:49:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back up at the 16th, Peter Uihlein talking with his caddy, Zach Guthrie. [indistinct]
00:30:12:04

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, it looks like he's just trying to pitch it right on the front edge and trust that first bounce is gonna be a forward one.
00:30:18:22

CRAIG PERKS: Tough to get the right [club swing] contact with the ball that far below your feet, even from less than 100 yards.
00:30:25:26

GARY CHRISTIAN: Oh, nicely done.
00:30:26:27

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.
00:30:27:12

GARY CHRISTIAN: Beautiful distance control there. [clapping]
00:30:30:10

CRAIG PERKS: Just the softness in the arms.  No really acceleration.
00:30:35:24

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back on the 18th, Montgomery to finish off his bogey on the last. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:30:49:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Uihlein had the--the double on 10, just completely stuck in neutral.  Eagles the last hole.  Now he's in a tie for 2nd.  Gary, if he can get this to drop, he will be in solo 2nd, just a shot back of the lead.
00:31:03:27

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, it's just amazing.  This course, it lends itself, doesn't it?  You know, just the ups and downs.  You know, the momentum shifts, just because there are so many birdie opportunities.  But if you are out of position, you can go make a couple of bogeys.  So he's certainly had a roller coaster on this back 9.  If he can finish strong, he'll be in very nice shape, come tomorrow.
00:31:25:04

CRAIG PERKS: He looks a little unsure.  But he is statistically the best putter on Tour.
00:31:29:21

GARY CHRISTIAN: It's moving gently left.
00:31:35:20

CRAIG PERKS: Well, good call, Gary. [clapping] Good putt.  Makes double at 10, and bounce right back and, as you mentioned, within 1.
00:31:44:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Rottluff with an even shorter look for birdie.
00:31:52:18

CRAIG PERKS: And you talked about George and him maybe tempted to go back to Europe to play the Challenge Tour.  He's 140th in the Points List right now.  So play in Omaha, and then finish outside the Top 100, [cheers and clapping] you really don't have any status.  You have to go back to Q School and--maybe get a good one tomorrow and play well next week.  And you never know what can happen.  This game can change on a dime.
00:32:17:07

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, he has played a number of these shots with these wedges with just beautiful soft arms.  It--just--the ball has to look soft coming in, Gary.  I mean, it's gotta be a pleasure to watch.
00:32:28:06

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  And this is a very linksy-type shot.  A very dry lie.  And one way, you're just gonna be looking just short of the green.  Just miss it, and it's jumping and then spinning. [club swing]
00:32:39:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Nice blow it looks like.
00:32:42:17

GARY CHRISTIAN: Hmm.
00:32:42:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, that's exactly what he did, Gary.  You--[clapping] that is textbook, right there, isn't it?
00:32:47:19

GARY CHRISTIAN: I played a little links golf growing up.  That was nice.  I enjoyed that.
00:32:50:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Mm-hmm.
00:32:54:28

CRAIG PERKS: This one nearly jumped in the hole, Tripp.
00:32:56:18

TRIPP ISENHOUR: It really did.  I mean, that's right where Gary said he had to land it.
00:32:59:11

CRAIG PERKS: Mm-hmm.
00:32:59:20

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And look at it hop.  It kind of started--

00:33:01:02

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm.
00:33:01:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR: --checking right by the hole.  And he's got a short work to go 4 under in his last three holes.
00:33:08:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And with this club, it's been no problem. [cup rattles] There you go. [clapping] 4 under in his last three holes.  And he is tied for the lead.
00:33:20:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: [music] He's been Mr. Consistency so far with those three consecutive 65s.  He'll be in that Final Group with Taylor Montgomery.  Both of these guys began the week outside the Top 25, trying to wrap up their PGA Tour Card.
00:33:33:07

CRAIG PERKS: Third time to be in the Final Group.  He finished 2nd in Louisiana.  He won by four shots in Vegas.  So he gotta feel very comfortable going this Sunday here in Utah.
00:33:44:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Some of the other names further down this Leaderboard, T.J. Vogel with a 5-under 66.  11 under right now has you outside the Top 20.  And T, 23. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:34:06:18

GEORGE SAVARICAS: [music] Temperatures rising to the mid-90s for the Final Round of the Utah Championship.  And things are heating up as part of the race for 25 out here on the Korn Ferry Tour.  I'm George Savaricas with '02 Player's Champ Craig Perks.  Let's take a look at some of the early Final Round highlights.  Taylor Montgomery on the 5th for birdie.
00:34:25:26

CRAIG PERKS: Well, that looked as big as a bucket all week.  The second-best putter on the Korn Ferry Tour. [cheers and clapping] If he wins this week, guaranteed a PGA Tour Card.
00:34:34:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: With his 21-under leading at that point.  Peter Uihlein also in this final [club swing] twosome, tee shot on the par-3 6th.
00:34:41:01

CRAIG PERKS: 195 yards, accessible hole location.  He has hit some majestic [ball thunk] iron shots.  Knocking down flags. [clapping] Doing it again here at the 6th.
00:34:50:15

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Uihlein would birdie to move to 20 under, pull within one shot of the lead.  Steven Alker, the 50-year-old.  It's been a great story so far on Sunday. [club swing] This tee shot to the par-3 14th.
00:35:01:29

CRAIG PERKS: Began the day 6 shots back.  This par 3, down the hill.  He's trying to win for the 5th time.  That gets him to 8 under par on the round.  And he may run out of golf balls.
00:35:13:28

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Alker would move to within 1 of the lead at that time.  Peter Uihlein's 2nd to the 8th. [club swing]
00:35:20:00

CRAIG PERKS: Difficult, lengthy par 4.  He drove it so far down there, just had a flip wedge.  Used the tilt in the green.  And that short one would set up three straight to get him to--to 22 under par.
00:35:35:20

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The Leaderboard has been ever-changing so far here in Farmington, Utah.  Peter Uihlein, a 1-shot lead over Steven Alker and Taylor Montgomery as our Final Group has made the turn to the back 9. [music]
00:35:50:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: It'll be Taylor Montgomery the first to play.  And this for par on the 10th.  He is a shot back, currently, of Peter Uihlein.  The 10th hole the hardest hole on the course at Oakridge Country Club, playing nearly a quarter of a shot over par.  Par putt slides by.  That'll be a dropped shot for Montgomery on the 10th.
00:36:11:15

CRAIG PERKS: And the first dropped shot of the day.
00:36:14:18

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now up to 11.  Joshua Creel sitting at 20 under par, man.  He has lost in a playoff here.  And this putt breaks to the right, right at the end. [cheers and clapping] And it--good catch by the hole.  He--at 21 under, not knowing what could happen behind, he could be tied for the lead by the time he gets to the 12th tee.
00:36:34:02

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back on the 10th, Peter Uihlein to try and scratch out a par and remain at 22 under.  He'd like some redemption today.
00:36:44:07

CRAIG PERKS: And this stretch has been troubles--troublesome for him the whole week.  10 through 14, he's played 3 over par now.  The rest of the golf holes, 24 under.  So he was able to bounce back yesterday and shoot 33 coming home with that double on the 10th.  He's gonna have to do the same thing today to raise the trophy.
00:37:03:26

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So you see four tied for the lead.  That is deceiving, because Montgomery has this for bogey.  So it will ultimately be three tied for the lead at 21 under par, with Taylor Montgomery in a tie for 4th, a shot back. [clapping]
00:37:23:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: On the 14th, Seth Reeves for birdie.
00:37:26:29

CRAIG PERKS: Looking for a 7th birdie today. [clapping] There you go.  That gets to 19 and--and within 1.  He's--he's won in this season.
00:37:37:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And we're back at the 11th.  And Gary's had a look at the lie of Taylor Montgomery in the bunker.
00:37:43:24

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  He couldn't wish for a better lie.  So it's actually not that hard of a shot, Tripp.  It is a good lie.  Slight upslope.  And there is enough green to work with where you can just dump it out and just let it run down the slope, let gravity be your friend.
00:37:58:15

TRIPP ISENHOUR: These are "stock standard bunker shots" I call them.  You hit a lot of these in practice.  But he's disappointed with that one, I can guarantee you.  That was a little too protective.
00:38:10:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now we go to another guy here tied for the lead at 21 under.  And [club swing], boy, he's been swinging well.  Familiar territory for him.  Another quality shot, right behind the hole.  We just saw Eric Cole make it on that same exact line.  A pretty straightforward putt.
00:38:33:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Taylor Montgomery, I--I--I gotta put this at a--a momentum putt, here, Gary.  I--I--I think this could go one way or the other.  A--after a bogey at 10.
00:38:43:14

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, exactly.  I mean, patience is such a big thing out here.  But you cannot start making bogeys on the back 9 trying to win this tournament, just because everyone will be making such a run of it.  It's moving left-to-right the whole way.
00:39:01:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Oh, he's been rolling it so well.  And that's the miss I've been seeing from most players.  But now he sits at--if he makes that, at 19 under par.  You're--if you're thinking 24 from here, he's gonna have to really get on a--a bit of a heater from here to the house.  He's capable of it.  Clearly capable of it.  So the key will be put those holes behind you and know you got to hit the gas going forward.
00:39:26:04

CRAIG PERKS: He did shoot 30 on this back 9 yesterday, even with a bogey on the previous hole.  But I think this is a completely different situation right now with those back-to-back bogeys.
00:39:34:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And we've got some more difficult hole locations, as well.  And you know, it's--it's a turning point for him.  And he's really got nothing to lose here.  He--he might as well, you know, go for the win and try to get a PGA Tour Card.
00:39:48:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Back on the 13th.
00:39:49:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Joshua Creel, we saw this--Eric Cole make this putt.  Pretty simple. [cheers and clapping] And we have a new individual leader.  And now that 32 on the Points List is really 32.
00:40:02:23

CRAIG PERKS: [Laugh]
00:40:04:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR: [Chuckle] He's not sharing it with anyone.
00:40:05:22

CRAIG PERKS: Nobody.
00:40:09:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: The 14th.  Second now for Taylor Montgomery.
00:40:12:07

GARY CHRISTIAN: It looks like he's trying to chip and run it.  That's a weird choice.  Another chance from there, from that kind of speed through the ball.
00:40:21:15

CRAIG PERKS: And he just cannot miss this green right.  And he's paid dearly for it.
00:40:25:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Joshua Creel looks to be lined up way to the right.  I don't think he's trying to hit a draw.  That ball started on his foot line.
00:40:32:29

CRAIG PERKS: Good to see a guy trying to shape a shot into the--

00:40:35:00

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Yeah.
00:40:35:08

CRAIG PERKS: --left hole location.
00:40:35:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, that's what he did.  And there you go.  In complete control.  And that is gonna leave a really good look at eagle.  And he could take control of this golf tournament here very shortly.
00:40:48:14

GEORGE SAVARICAS: 18th hole.  Hayden Buckley will be next.  Has this for birdie to try and get in at 22 under.  He is 9 under on his round, Craig.
00:40:58:22

CRAIG PERKS: George, began the week 37th.  When he had a tie for the lead, he was projected at 22nd.  Then Josh Creel birdied.  Then he fell back to 31st.  And if you can make this, you get back in a tie for the lead.  This--and so important. [cheers and clapping] And what a finish.  61 on a Sunday.  And maybe good enough.  Who knows?
00:41:20:09

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Low round of the week at Oakridge Country Club.  And what a time to do it for Hayden Buckley.  10 under 61.
00:41:29:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: We'll drop back one to 14.  Taylor Montgomery to try and save par.  And everything's--seems to be going in the wrong direction, Gary. [putter clicks]
00:41:43:05

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Par putt on the way.  So Montgomery will drop at least 1.
00:41:51:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR: We jump up to the green.  We saw the great second shot of Joshua Creel.  And he is 5 under for the day, trying to make it 7 under for the day.  And, oh, my goodness.  Right there.  But that will be an importance step towards that number of 24 that we think might be the ultimate prize.
00:42:16:26

TRIPP ISENHOUR: So it's gonna be a fun march to the house. [music] There is a lot of players with a chance to win.  Let's stick around and find out who ultimately prevails.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:42:29:06

TRIPP ISENHOUR: And now Montgomery [club swing] with his 2nd, Gary.
00:42:32:25

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  He would love to put this right in the middle of the green.  And he's done that.  Beautiful shot.  Really, really good. [cheers and clapping]
00:42:38:27

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Well, he--that is an absolute must-make if he's got any hope at all.  And eagle is a--is mandatory.
00:42:49:15

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Creel's 2nd to the 16th.  He talked about the pending danger [club swing] with the penalty area to the right side.
00:42:55:13

CRAIG PERKS: And it's played very defensively, away from the flag.  Well, that's a really good shot, actually.  Underneath the hole.  Took all the problems right out of play.  And gonna have an uphill putt.
00:43:07:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Montgomery with a must-make, Gary.
00:43:12:08

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  Just across the green, moving left.
00:43:15:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR: That putter needs to come back and get in the party.  And it does.  It does [cheers and clapping] in an important time.  That gets him back under par for the day and within shouting distance.  He's gonna have to run the tables all the way to the house to have any chance.
00:43:32:00

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  This one's gonna be moving left off that, uh, hump that comes in off the bunker.  Okay.  And you gotta go at this [indistinct] game, haven't you?  This is it. [putter clicks]
00:44:03:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR: [Cup rattles] Yes, sir.  That never left the middle. [clapping] That absolutely never left the middle.  Great camera work from our crew.
00:44:12:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Creel with a putt down the hill, across, breaking to his right.  Gotta watch getting a little aggressive in this situation.
00:44:30:05

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Creel now walking over the 18th tee.  On the green, Max McGreevy for birdie.
00:44:36:16

CRAIG PERKS: Not off to the start he wanted.  He was 4 under through 9.  But just--

00:44:39:26

CROWD: Oh!

00:44:40:11

CRAIG PERKS: --even par on this back 9 stalled any sort of momentum. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:44:49:20

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Joshua Creel, must-make.  Yes.  Right in the middle. [cheers and clapping] He still carries that lead to the last hole.
00:45:00:19

CRAIG PERKS: Would have sent some shudders in there.  We talked about the 8-footer he missed in the--

00:45:03:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Yep.
00:45:03:22

CRAIG PERKS: --playoff a couple of years ago.  He would have hated to let that one slide.
00:45:08:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Final Round of the Utah Championship.  Bobby Bai closing out his week.  This for birdie.  He was actually the 36-hole Leader going into the weekend.
00:45:16:10

CRAIG PERKS: Finished 3, 3--[cheers and clapping] and how about another 3?  68.  He's currently tied for 13th.  And a big move on the Points List.  He began at--the week 128th.
00:45:31:10

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Up to the 18th, second shot for the Leader, Joshua Creel.
00:45:35:10

CRAIG PERKS: Again, aiming way right.  That hole location [club swing] pretty much in the center.  Kind of a low, sweeping hook, skip it back there.
00:45:43:11

CROWD: Oh!

00:45:45:23

CRAIG PERKS: This hole location nearly back off the back of the green.  Never seen it there before.
00:45:50:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Now Taylor Montgomery with his second, Gary.
00:45:53:08

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  Just gonna try and clip it on that front bit and skip and spin.  And we've seen a lot of those low ones that come in a bit fast with that--that bold wrist chipping method, didn't we?
00:46:02:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Yeah.  That ball just had no chance of checking.  But not a horrible spot to putt from.  It should break to his right.
00:46:16:00

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Speaking of Joshua Creel, you see the stands are packed on the 18th at Oakridge Country Club.  Joshua Creel, 1-shot lead, trying to get into the clubhouse at 24 under.
00:46:28:16

CRAIG PERKS: Slow putt.  Moving to the left.  Can you handle the moment?  This might be to win.
00:46:40:03

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Creel for birdie and a Final Round 64. [cheers and clapping]
00:47:00:13

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Creel trying to get his first-ever win on the Korn Ferry Tour, birdies the last for a Final Round 64.
00:47:10:07

CRAIG PERKS: And what did he say?  "Unless I win or finish solo 2nd, I'm gonna skip next week."  Well, right now, he began this week 64th.  Projected 32nd.  And what a time.  One of the biggest putts of his career, I promise you.
00:47:23:04

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Talked about the heartbreak losing playoff [cheers and clapping] two years ago.
00:47:27:15

CRAIG PERKS: Love the reaction.  Love the emotion.  Life-changing putt, potentially, for Joshua Creel.
00:47:34:16

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Redemption for Creel at the Utah Championship. [cheers and clapping]
00:47:46:25

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Absolutely electric scene on the 18th here in Farmington, Utah.
00:47:54:13

CRAIG PERKS: Well, he began the great run back, go out and shoot 64 without a blemish.  Incredible round of golf for the 31-year-old.  Just in his second season on the Korn Ferry Tour.  In 2019 as a rookie, he finished 29th, came so close to getting his card.  He missed the cut in Portland.  Now potentially, he's got a chance going to Omaha, the last regular-season event, to secure playing privileges on the PGA Tour.
00:48:23:11

GEORGE SAVARICAS: So the storyline to follow here on 18.  Taylor Montgomery, currently in solo 4th.  The projections have him at 28th.  If he can birdie the last, he would move up to 24th.  And Craig, a lot of volatility, potentially, for Peter Uihlein, as well.
00:48:39:16

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  Peter, if he can birdie, jump to 21st, maybe a little--lock up the Card.  That would be solo 2nd for Peter.  But I think Peter's trying to hole it.
00:48:47:15

GEORGE SAVARICAS: But if he bogeys, he'd fall outside the--the Top 25.  Gary, what does Montgomery have in?
00:48:53:09

GARY CHRISTIAN: 129.  It's a 52-degree wedge.  This--with that flag tucked on the back edge, it's go full-out.  You've gotta bring in the back fringe, because it will spin.
00:49:05:25

CRAIG PERKS: Gary, he's fought hard today.  Even par through 14 with those bogeys at 10, 11, and 14.  The eagle at 15, the birdie at 17.  I think you take a lot of confidence away if you can finish with a 3 here, give yourself a chance to get your Card next week.
00:49:22:07

GEORGE SAVARICAS: He's got his dad, Monty, on the bag.  Friends and family have been following him all week here in Farmington. [club swing]
00:49:30:29

GARY CHRISTIAN: Just left of the flag.  It needs to skip.  Okay. [cheers and clapping]
00:49:34:13

CRAIG PERKS: Look at Peter Uihlein.  That's a great shot from Taylor.  But Uihlein's all the way up on the green. [chuckle] That's amazing.  Good shot there.  And to get that chance for a birdie and you project inside the Top 25 going into Omaha, the last regular season--that'll be the 43rd event this massive season, George.
00:50:00:08

GEORGE SAVARICAS: From January 2020 to August of 2021.
00:50:04:26

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  He's got a 3rd.  He's had a 2nd--or two 2nds.  Lost in a playoff.
00:50:10:27

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Peter Uihlein has a--a potential difference of six spots.  From anywhere 21st to 27th in Korn Ferry Tour Regular Season Points List--
00:50:19:14

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  He--

00:50:20:01

GEORGE SAVARICAS: --based on what happens here at 18.

00:50:22:02

CRAIG PERKS: He's talked about playing--coming down and playing the Korn Ferry Tour, getting in the battle of competition.  It's been great for him.  He's feeling great.  The body feels great.  The mind is sharp.  He's only played 17 events.  And--because he's sort of tiptoed back and forth between this and the PGA Tour.  He says he's been in limbo all year.
00:50:43:08

CRAIG PERKS: Gary, hole it to tie.  Can he do it?
00:50:46:16

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, anything's possible.  They both have to pace out the yardage.  Because there's no way to get an accurate number.
00:50:56:20

GARY CHRISTIAN: The good news is, he's got about 15 feet of green to land it in.
00:51:02:16

CRAIG PERKS: Just the depth.
00:51:08:00

GARY CHRISTIAN: It is a very good lie.  The bottom of a tee.
00:51:10:03

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  Depth perception.  Because he--you really can't even see the flag.  You--you're blocked because of the hill in front and also the tree.  Trust the number. [club swing]
00:51:25:29

GEORGE SAVARICAS: Uihlein needs to hole this to force a playoff.  [ball thunk] [cheers and clapping]
00:51:34:23

CRAIG PERKS: Well, the Championship is Joshua Creel's.  But, uh, you birdie and--I--I'm telling you, 21st, it--I mean, nothing's guaranteed.  You make birdie here, potentially, you could have locked up your Tour Card.
00:51:47:16

GEORGE SAVARICAS: And how about this?  The Winner, Joshua Creel, taking time to sign some autographs. [cheers and clapping] And there it is.  For the first time, he say he's a Winner on the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:52:08:03
End of Recording
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