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00:00:30:18

GRANT BOONE:  A Korn Ferry Tour season unlike any other will crescendo this week in a place it never has before, Omaha, Nebraska, the club at Indian Creek. It's the Pinnacle Bank Championship, the 43rd and final event of this Korn Ferry Tour super-season. Here's what we're playing for this week: 25 PGA Tour cards to be handed out come Sunday night. Austin Smotherman, one of the bubble boys, the SMU Mustang 26 on the points list, Roberto Diaz along with Smotherman got bumped out of the 25 last week in Utah. They'll try to return the favor this week here in Greater Omaha. The 25 bubble has Peter Uihlein at 25, Taylor Montgomery along with Uihlein, tied for second last week in Utah to move into the 25.
00:01:21:23

GRANT BOONE:  And there are the others rounding out the top 30 in this the final regular season event, and of the 2020/2021 Korn Ferry Tour season.  This 75 bubble is also enormous because anyone who finishes in the top 75 gets to play the Korn Ferry Tour finals, which begin next week. Jose De Jesus Rodríguez and Kevin Dougherty, you see where they enter the week and where they are projected, so much on the line. Careers and lives to be changed here this week at a place that has meant so much to the Korn Ferry Tour, this part of America's heartland.

00:01:56:06

GRANT BOONE:  Look at the 75 bubble, Nicolas Echavarria has gotten off to a good start. He's tied for sixth after a four under par, 67 today. Dougherty knows a lot about these final regular season events. We're at the 7th. This was earlier. Grant Boone and Craig Perks and Peter Uihlein, he knows it, Craig, doesn't he?  (Inaudible) eagle at 7.  He is right there at number 25.
00:02:20:19

CRAIG PERKS:  He certainly is.  He had a really good opportunity last week in Utah to wrap it up, finished tied for second, a 74 today in a round that just included, included just one birdie.  The pressure on the 25 bubble is riveting.

00:02:40:26

GRANT BOONE:  Even if you're number 24 like Taylor Montgomery, who couldn't get it out of the bunker, at the 8th, his 17th hold of the day, playing with Uihlein and this was at his final hole. This (inaudible) par at 9.
00:02:52:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Five bogeys, a double bogey, also finished second last week, three times he's finished second.  This season finds himself 24th on the points list. But man, it's hard to breathe in that pressure-filled air. He shot 77 today.
00:03:08:09

GRANT BOONE:  But you see, at the moment, he wouldn't drop any spots. Now, at the other end of the leader board, we find Davis Riley. He's trying to win for a third time this season.  That was for birdie at 2.  It took him to 5-under and his per eagle at the par 54.
00:03:22:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah. Five birdies and two eagles in that around of 65. He's trying to win for the third time this season, potentially trying to get all the way to number one on the points list. That's different air up there as well.
00:03:36:10

GRANT BOONE:  Omaha has been good to two-time winners, three different times the player has won here on the Korn Ferry Tour for a third win of the season.  The Canadian Ben Silverman out this afternoon, making a run. So much on the line and we are here to bring it to you at the Pinnacle Bank Championship.  
00:03:55:15

GRANT BOONE:  Man, we're at the 12 and this is former Oklahoma Sooner Grant Hirschman.

00:04:01:23

CRAIG PERKS:  And then (inaudible) always trying to think of ways to describe what it's like for me. It was always going through second state of cue scores.  It's different now.  There are different pathways to get to the PGA Tour, but these guys are the precipice of achieving something, whether it's trying to get into the top 75, whether it's trying to get into the top 25 and failure can be crushing.

00:04:26:29

GRANT BOONE:  At the 14th, Ben Kohles for birdie. 
00:04:32:09

CRAIG PERKS:  It's been a really good season for Ben Kohles.

00:04:38:20

GRANT BOONE:  We're back at the 13th and Grant Hirschman on the tee and a needed good shot at this point in his round 3-over par. Definitely needs a chance to make the cut and have any opportunity, obviously, but there we go.  Now we're moving in the right direction. That's going to leave a pretty straight putt. Sixteen.
00:05:01:03

CRAIG PERKS:  And Ben Kohles for birdie. This would be for four in a row. That's nicely done. Turned in 39. He does--he's got it in his grasp.

00:05:20:24

GRANT BOONE:  Man, that was Austin Smotherman with a great birdie there, or Grant Hirschman, excuse me.

00:05:26:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Wrong man.

00:05:27:17

GRANT BOONE:  Wrong man, but right birdie.  Right?  He became the 19th player to birdie that hole.  
00:05:33:18

CRAIG PERKS:  And at the 16th, Hayden Buckley. 

00:05:49:28

GRANT BOONE:  And Rodríguez trying to get this one to go to the right, coming down at 17th, and it does, it listens. The ball speaks Spanish very well. All right. Three looks at birdie at the 16th, beginning with Roberto Diaz.
00:06:05:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Gently uphill all the way.  Um-hum.  Um-hum.

00:06:12:24

GRANT BOONE:  I thought that was an early walk because he thought he made me.

00:06:14:17

CRAIG PERKS:  It was wandering right and then it corrected itself and, uh, after very poor tee shot, to walk away with three is magnificent. 

00:06:25:25

GRANT BOONE:  Paul Healey II found the fairway at 16.
00:06:29:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Got a pitch in a very similar spot to Smotherman. Going to take the spin. Yes, it will. Beautiful. [clapping].
00:06:38:26

GRANT BOONE:  Now we are back here with Rodríguez with this putt for birdie. Great look at it. Tough to get it over on his right side.  The wind is helping, though, out of the--out of the left. Projected right now with a birdie, he would move to 77th according to the computer here. So gets him a little bit closer. Up one with his one goes in.  And again, you want all those numbers to start being sure things and not having to worry about it and three under a stop in the right direction and he needs to play the weekend and there's a cowbell.
00:07:24:23

GRANT BOONE:  Yeah, there's a cowbell over there and they ring it when you make it but he needs a lot more cowbell.

00:07:30:27

CRAIG PERKS:  It must be a nice little back to back on this  course is always very handy.  Oh, sorry, no, he did miss the last one. That made up for it.

00:07:39:04

GRANT BOONE:  Now, Stuart MacDonald with a nice sold round today and this for eagle at 7. And he made double at 6, so this is a rebound and yes, sir, that's a bounce-back. That's the ultimate bounce-back. Three eagles on his round today.

00:07:56:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, projected 28. There's always one disruptor, someone that you don't think about. We've seen it in Portland over the years where they used to play on a regular season and it always happens.

00:08:08:02

GRANT BOONE:  And Jaime Lovemark over at the 9th trying to make birdie, a man with a ton of golf game and potential. [cheering]. Hope to get his horn back.
00:08:25:07

GRANT BOONE:  So these three this morning, Davis Riley, trying to win for the third time and become fully exempt on the PGA Tour next year, Andrew Novak trying to win for a second time and Kevin Lucas looking for a Hail Mary.
00:08:47:29

GRANT BOONE:  High drama in the nation's heartland. We are at Omaha, Nebraska. It's the final regular season event of the Korn Ferry Tour super season, and this is cut down day. You can't get your card for a lot of these players unless you make the cut. Grant Boone, players champion, Craig Perks, Kevin Doherty on the outside of the 75 bubble coming in.
00:09:07:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Fighting for his competitive life, three strike, missed cuts coming into Omaha with 78 on the points list. He played his last five holes 3-under in round 1. And that was a brilliant chip and in coming home 32. 69, 67 for Kevin Dougherty projected right now inside that top 75. What a fightback for this Kevin Dougherty.

00:09:34:04

GRANT BOONE:  And that would get him into the Korn Ferry Tour finals, which begin next week. Austin Smotherman, the SMU Mustang, 26th on the points list coming in, and that birdie at the 8th, his 17th of the day, a 64 for Smotherman and he's projected to move inside the 25. Another player just outside the 25, Paul Haley finishing out.
00:09:57:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah these two fighting for their PGA Tour cards. Paul Haley 66, you mentioned Austin Smotherman, 64th. Brilliance on Friday.

00:10:09:02

GRANT BOONE:  Curtis Thompson in the afternoon with 23rd on the points list as the week begins. And that birdie at the 10th takes him to 6-under par as he tries to do what his older brother Nicholas has done, and that's get to the PGA Tour, sister Lexi, of course, a superstar on the LPGA Tour. Billy Kennerly, he's gotta win this week to move into the 25 and he's tied for the lead at the moment with Novak and Barber. Cut-down day in Omaha.

00:10:41:06

GRANT BOONE:  Got that (inaudible) 13. Gary Christian. Splitting the umbrella in the hole. Splitting the umbrella in the hole. Gary, where's the umbrella?

00:10:53:05

CRAIG PERKS:  That is right in the middle of the green, which is what I would say would be a good spot for Curtis to his year. It's right in the middle of the green.  You take all the trouble out plate, and yet you still have a pretty good chance of birdie. This is seven iron.
00:11:05:04

GRANT BOONE:  And nice high cut, 7 iron, ten greens today, Gary, so finding the putting service with regularity. 

00:11:10:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, he's played phenomenal golf under these circumstances to this point. [swings]. 

00:11:19:05

GRANT BOONE:  And that looks in balance but he didn't like it.  I don't know why not. That swing looked good, Gary, but he, uh, seemed to do a little, uh, a Hideki Matsuyama there, strokes gained, uh, upset.

00:11:34:13

GRANT BOONE:  Now Marty Dou, we saw his second go right by the hole. Let's see what option he used.  But probably going to bounce it in, looking like the way he's playing it. There you go, and usually that's what you do. You err on that side 'cause you don't want to leave it short. I know he's disappointed in the shot but it's much better to be that far past than that far short. 
00:11:53:01

CRAIG PERKS:  The benefit with bumping it into these fringes, (inaudible) are very firm. They are. And that consistent.

00:11:58:21

GRANT BOONE:  Now the 13th. Gary, let's do some math. There's six holes left. He's 3-over par, 1-under is the cut, this is a must (inaudible).
00:12:07:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Absolutely. Gee, coming just a little bit right to left. One of the very best passes on the Korn Ferry Tour so--
00:12:15:29

GRANT BOONE:  Well, the best.

00:12:16:29

CRAIG PERKS:  I feel pretty confident this one is going in. 
00:12:22:05

GRANT BOONE:  It does.  There's one of the four needed at this point, but I would have to say five. I think you gotta run to five just to be safe.

00:12:32:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Sometimes you get your back up against the wall.  You know you have to do something. A world-class player as Peter Uihlein is when he's at his best, forces you to do it.
00:12:42:07

GRANT BOONE:  Now, really easy putt here for--

00:12:47:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Just left center. True.

00:12:49:16

GRANT BOONE:  Yep. And that'll put him tied for the lead. Four players now tied for the lead at 7-under and that's taking care of business right there.  You come into the week with a lot of pressure on yourself and he's responding, Curtis Thompson. And now Marty Dou for his birdie. And he's got the putter rolling. When he gets hot with the putter, he can run the tables. I mean, he's done it in the course of his career. He's ridden great putting to wins on this tour. And he's got the putter in check and sits right now just one back.
00:13:30:10

GRANT BOONE:  And the 14th it's Peter Uihlein off of birdie at 13.
00:13:33:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Very lucky on the corner of thin line.  He can actually control this one.  This is right at it. Well, he's--it's a brilliant iron shot. He needs to hit more fairways.  He's hitting great iron shots from the rough, but he's only hit 8 of 25 fairways and that's potentially gonna be why he misses the cut.

00:13:56:07

GRANT BOONE:  Vince India now, rolling his eagle, and when you see the line like that, that's exactly where he read it, and he hit it exactly the right speed and he now is, jumps up to 8-under par, tied for the lead. He gets enough points to be projected at 20th.

00:14:21:09

GRANT BOONE:  And Uihlein with a chance to move a little bit closer to making the cut, back to back birdies.

00:14:30:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Three in his last five holes.

00:14:31:17

GRANT BOONE:  If you need someone to make a late run, don't you want the best putter on tour? All right. Huge tee shot for Curtis Thompson. Second here.
00:14:42:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Just below sandy divot and what a good-looking shot this is. It spins a little. Not tentative at all.  You have to accelerate when the ball's in the divot. Great result from Curtis.
00:14:55:02

GRANT BOONE:  Divot on the last hole.

00:14:56:16

CRAIG PERKS:  We saw it. 

00:14:58:20

GRANT BOONE:  Nobody digs bigger divots, by the way, on the LPGA Tour than his sister Lexi, since she's created a few on her own. Curtis is, he's done what he had to do sitting at 23rd on the points list., not only made the cut, he's going to give himself a really good chance with 8-under leading.
00:15:17:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I would--to say David Skinns likes the Pinnacle Bank Championship would be an understatement. He is your 2018 Pinnacle Bank champion and playing well. Once again, the 39-year-old Englishman.
00:15:39:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Curtis Thompson coming out of the crowds there and eyeing this putt to get to 7-under if given the share of fourth heading into the weekend.

00:15:47:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it's certainly (inaudible) magnificent performance under the stress and the position that he's in. Left to right all the way.
00:15:56:01

GRANT BOONE:  Conventional grip, looking at the hole and finds the (inaudible). [cheering].

00:16:01:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Okay.

00:16:02:27

GRANT BOONE:  He didn't look at the hole when it putt it for par 17.  He did there for birdie the drops.

00:16:07:26

CRAIG PERKS:  And must be a certain distance where he gets--what's amazing, it's unconventional looking, not looking at the ball, but it's conventional a grip, and then when he gets close to the hole, it's an unconventional grip in his (inaudible) I heard, anyway. Knows what's going on. But the result is what you're looking for.
00:16:27:00

GRANT BOONE:  I have a (inaudible) how much does this help.  Watch.  Ah, yeah.

00:16:32:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Body on (inaudible) always helps. [cheering] I tell you what.  The (inaudible) shoots 68, 67 when you began this week, 23rd on the points list, you've never been to the PGA Tour.

00:16:45:01

GRANT BOONE:  Yeah. Fantastic hit. Uihlein for birdie. That may be more fitting.

00:16:53:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Look, we don't know what's going to happen but potentially Petey Uihlein may finish 26th. We've seen Xander Schauffele finish 26th in Portland.  He got his card through finals.  We saw Kevin Mitchell…
00:17:05:02

GRANT BOONE:  Keith Mitchell, yeah.

00:17:05:28

CRAIG PERKS:  …Keith Mitchell in Portland did not birdie the last hole.  He led the golf tournament the very next week and got his card through the finals, so just because you failed here doesn't mean you're going to fail through the finals. Taylor Montgomery.
00:17:21:06

GRANT BOONE:  A little too little too late. [clapping] Yeah. He's 24th and you've got Smotherman and Haley tied for 10th.

00:17:33:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, right now he's projected 27th, but that's giving, uh, Vincent Dias first place money along with Gerald Wolfe and Novak, so put it this way, it's going to be very long, tense weekend.
00:17:46:02

GRANT BOONE:  Yep. Uh, a lot of players. Seasons are over but a lot more on the weekend coming up.

00:18:05:19

GRANT BOONE:  It's the final weekend of the last Korn Ferry Tour regular season event of this super season, the 43rd and final event. 25 tour cards to be handed out about 24 hours from now. We're in Omaha, Nebraska, Grant Boone, and the players' champion, Craig Perks, and we're watching David Skinns tied for the lead, coming in at his third round.
00:18:27:26

CRAIG PERKS:  (Inaudible) has won this golf course three years ago. Enjoys being in Omaha.

00:18:34:08

GRANT BOONE:  Austin Smotherman bumped out of the 25 last week. He's trying to get back in this week. He's 26th coming in.

00:18:41:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Opened this week with 72, was in danger of missing the cut.  64 on Friday.  That would set up his fifth birdie in the last six holes.

00:18:49:27

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou has won a couple of times on the Korn Ferry Tour. Here he us.  It's seventh. 
00:18:54:16

CRAIG PERKS:  The 24-year-old got some sage wisdom now.
00:19:00:15

GRANT BOONE:  Wade Binfield, he's playing with Ben Silverman today. Both must win just to get into the 75 and here's one way to do it. [cheering].
00:19:09:00

CRAIG PERKS:  A straight birdie.

00:19:11:04

GRANT BOONE:  Gets the ninth, yes, to get to 11-under. And playing with Silverman on the next hole, at ten.

00:19:17:24

CRAIG PERKS:  The Canadian who has graduated off this tour before has won on this tour, knows what it takes to get back to the PGA Tour. 
00:19:28:02

GRANT BOONE:  Takes him to 11-under par. You know the name Thompson. Nicholas has been to the PGA Tour, Lexi is a superstar in the LPGA Tour. Curtis is trying to get to the PGA Tour for the very first time, comes in 23rd on the points list and is playing well again this week.  Now, as you look at the top of the leader board, know this: Numbers 24 and 25 in the points list, Taylor Montgomery and Peter Uihlein missed the cut yesterday. It is wide open. It's there for the taking.
00:19:57:18

GRANT BOONE:  The movement has begun on this Saturday in Omaha. To 12 we go and Wade Binfield, the 34-year-old trying to get to the PGA Tour for the very first time. He would love to be playing in Boise next week at the Albertson's Boise Open, the first of three Korn Ferry Tour finals events.

00:20:16:03

CRAIG PERKS:  And you see the projected bubble up there, 62nd, he began the week 149th. He needs to win to get to those three finals events. And a brilliant putt there. Like what they do at the 12th today, then move the tee up just 289 to that flagstick, most of us feel going at it it's a treacherous tee shot fraught with danger.
00:20:39:17

GRANT BOONE:  Well, Craig mentioned it, Paul Haley for birdie at 14.

00:20:45:04

CRAIG PERKS:  All right.  He's in now.

00:20:46:04

GRANT BOONE:  All right.  So he--he needs a 13th place finish or better. He was tied for 13th until he just made that birdie.

00:20:53:10

CRAIG PERKS:  John, now tied for 7th. (Inaudible) that's the fluctuations that we're dealing with now.

00:20:58:11

GRANT BOONE:  Wade Binfield coming off of birdie, want to keep the momentum going. Craig, this is an option out of that rough. I think he's got to try to bounce this. I don't--I don't think you can stop it from there.

00:21:10:05

CRAIG PERKS:  The wind back into his face and the green tilted back towards him, but good call.

00:21:23:00

GRANT BOONE:  Eleventh. Now Skinns, he's gotta go up, gotta go upstairs, elevator up and, oh.
00:21:31:05

CRAIG PERKS:  He missed it in the right spots.

00:21:32:14

GRANT BOONE:  I've got a (inaudible) Craig, that's where you gotta hit it.

00:21:35:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.

00:21:35:28

GRANT BOONE:  And, uh, well, I'm going to state the obvious. I think he likes this place. And he's gotta win to, uh, have a chance at a card. And the 13th, Binfield for his par, lengthy one. And that goes awry. Poor tee shot there. Just can't miss it right at that hole and that's what he did and he pays the price, but still leads by one at this point.
00:22:10:04

GRANT BOONE:  Now, our first look at our points leader, guy's been there before. Stephan Jager and he's only won back right now.

00:22:21:29

GRANT BOONE:  And we mentioned, Tripp and Craig, that Rainey with a victory could potentially move ahead of Stephan Jager. There was a time when number one on this season points, or previously money list, would be give you full exemption on the PGA Tour the next year and now it's not that way. What do you think?

00:22:39:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I think it should go back to if you win the season, you should be fully exempt, Craig?

00:22:43:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Especially for (inaudible) events this season.

00:22:45:12

GRANT BOONE:  Yeah. 

00:22:46:04

CRAIG PERKS:  The guy's had two wins. He's had a playoff loss, a second in Knoxville, a second at Orange County National, nine top fives. It's been an absolute remarkable season. A guy that's won six times.

00:23:00:11

GRANT BOONE:  And we go back to Curtis Thompson and even off the green, looking at the hole, and usually when you do that, your speed control gets so good. [clapping]. 

00:23:14:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Remember yesterday, though, Tripp, he had sort of in the same position and he hit it 10, 12, 15 feet past but--
00:23:21:07

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.

00:23:22:07

CRAIG PERKS:  That was when he hit the second out of the trees.

00:23:26:05

GRANT BOONE:  So now, Jager for birdie Stephan with a birdie here. [cheering]. And they’ve been going in for Stephan Jager and there's going to be some cowbell. [cowbell]. Yeah. You hear that. They ring the cattle bell. They get some beers when they make birdie, so I'd ring a cowbell for that. And he doesn't look at the hole in the short putts when he goes to the claw grip. So whatever's working, it's working this week and it looks like he's going to have a PGA Tour card in his pocket tomorrow night.

00:24:00:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And as we go from the fairway to the green, we find Smotherman putting for birdie to get to 10-under par and a share of fourth.

00:24:10:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Going to say one thing for Austin, he's in a few hiccups on this back nine but his demeanor hasn't dropped one bit. Congratulate him on the putt in the last and in his quiet way, he just says, "That was huge." Let's see if he can pull one more in here, uphill left to right. Really good putt. Finished fourth about three weeks ago in Springfield, Missouri, when he was right on the number. He said it felt like he could handle the pressure, but now you gotta go out, prove it. Completely new territory for the young 27-year-old trying to get a card. He's handled himself beautifully through 54 holes.
00:24:57:10

GRANT BOONE:  Three-way tie for the lead that includes this man, Stephan Jager at the 18th. 

00:25:01:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Good angle, terrible lie. Trying to good contact and land it short (inaudible) lease up. Jumped out of there a little bit. That'll be a speedy putt coming straight down the hill.

00:25:21:20

GRANT BOONE:  Now, Marty putting from the sun to the shadow, that's where I definitely think leaving the flag in helps when you have to do that, gives you a little bit of depth perception that you might not otherwise have and that looks to be right on line and [cheering] what a birdie. A lot of mistakes on that hole, but Marty Dou's putter, he puts some, uh, dough in the bank. That's exactly right, but it's not about dough this week, it's about the points. And he sits inside right now.
00:25:51:27

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Stephan Jager before he began racking up victories in bunches had some heartbreak at the final regular season event of 2016. He got bumped out in Portland that year. Lost his PGA Tour card. Since then he is great on this tour and trying to get back to the PGA Tour.
00:26:14:28

CRAIG PERKS:  That was the same year, what a putt. Serious hit. [cheering].

00:26:20:18

GRANT BOONE:  Did we mention he's number one on the points list?

00:26:23:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Did we mention he's a great putter?

00:26:25:11

GRANT BOONE:  A Jager bomb at 18.

00:26:27:00

CRAIG PERKS:  There you go. He's 2016 winning shot, 58, 65, 64, 63 to shoot 30-under Ellie Mae, so lowest 18 hole score on record and 72-hole. He's pretty much shattered all records.  He's looking for that one more to tie Jason Gore with seven career victories. What a putt. [cheering].

00:26:48:13

CRAIG PERKS:  I don't know, but just booming with confidence and, uh, I agree with both of you guys, that when he gets to the tour, when he starts up in Napa, he's not trying to start a season where he's going to go out and keep his card. He's going to try and win golf tournaments, gotta keep that same mentality [cheering] he's gotten on here. What a putt. [cheering]. 
00:27:16:25

GRANT BOONE:  Fifteen.  Well, he's not going to get to Skin, if David Skinns makes it because there's already an eagle in his group, but… [clapping]. 

00:27:30:18

GRANT BOONE:  Par putt for Curtis Thompson at the 18th, really well done. Seventeen and eighteen for a guy outside the top 125 and putting and that's a giant exhale and a sigh of relief.

00:27:43:09

CRAIG PERKS:  It's really pretty remarkable if you look at the rounds that he's put together 68, 67, 68 for a guy that began the week 23rd on the points list. He has held it together remarkably well.

00:27:59:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Stephan Jager, 65 today. He'll have to lead heading into the final round tomorrow as he tries to win for a third time this season.

00:28:24:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  A 19-month, 43-tournament marathon will end today at the finish line in Omaha, Nebraska, the final round of the Pinnacle Bank Championship, the final regular season event of this marathon season, Grant Boone and Craig Perks watching some of the action from earlier. Patrick Fishburn at the seventh.
00:28:44:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Began the week 81st on the points list trying to get in that top 75. It's a valiant effort so far for the 29-year-old. That took him to 12-under par. 

00:28:55:18

GRANT BOONE:  David Skinns has to win today to get into the 25.

00:28:59:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Loves this golf course, won at this venue back in 2018.

00:29:04:21

GRANT BOONE:  That gave him the lead at 13-under. How about the big move today from a guy who knows he's going to the PGA Tour, Jared Wolfe, twice a winner this year.
00:29:13:14

CRAIG PERKS:  174-yard par, three shots, 71 yesterday, dropped 15 spots on the lead aboard trying to claw his way back to the top.
00:29:22:22

GRANT BOONE:  That gave him a share of the lead when he rolled that one in at 17. In trouble at 18. This (inaudible) par to post 13-under.
00:29:30:03

CRAIG PERKS:  And shoots 65 on Sunday. [cheering]. The 33-year-old is going to the PGA Tour has never played an event on the PGA Tour.
00:29:38:15

GRANT BOONE:  That's about to change.  Marty Dou is twice a winner on this tour trying to get back to the PGA Tour and he just might with shots like that. He holds out from the bunker at 13 to get to 12-under. He's tied for third. Tied for the lead. David Skinns, the Englishman, for birdie at 11.
00:29:57:10

CRAIG PERKS:  The par 4, 533 yards for the wedge from 149. The guy is rolling high.

00:30:08:08

GRANT BOONE:  David Skinns, his mother was a world-class sprinter. Does he have the finishing kick to make it to the PGA Tour for the first time?
00:30:21:29

GRANT BOONE:  Tripp Isenhuor is following our leader by one.

00:30:26:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  126th, down win. Now this ball is in the back of a small sand-filled divot so it's up against the back of that divot, downwind out of the right.  Probably the last real scoring opportunity other than the 15th, from here to the house.

00:30:41:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah. Same instance on 18 yesterday.  Drove in the divot.

00:30:46:24

GRANT BOONE:  yeah, that divot got him right there.  That just--it's sand exploded and he is in the front bunker.

00:30:51:25

CRAIG PERKS:  And it's just unfortunate. 

00:30:57:07

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou at the 14th to get within one of Skinns' who's in the bunker at 12.

00:31:02:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Needs to win this golf tournament to get back to the PGA Tour.

00:31:07:03

GRANT BOONE:  And we should just condense it to that for Skinns and Dou.

00:31:10:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Yep.

00:31:11:22

GRANT BOONE:  They need wins to get into the 25 and get their PGA Tour card.

00:31:16:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Turn (inaudible) himself two back of David Skinns and…

00:31:21:10

GRANT BOONE:  Well, Tripp, I could think of better lies that you could get in a fairway when you're trying to make the PGA Tour for the first time but Skinns has been unflappable so far. What does he have coming up here?

00:31:32:27

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, it's a pretty standard bunker shot.  The problem, the two problems he's got, lie is not an issue, and it's--he's got green with which to work. It does slope away from him and it is downwind. 

00:31:46:00

GRANT BOONE:  He looks upset.

00:31:47:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Well, you know, he was upset because, you know, he hit that shot the way he wanted and the sand just exploded but there's nothing you can do about that. That's gone.

00:31:56:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Gotta be very accepting.

00:31:58:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Yeah.

00:31:58:28

CRAIG PERKS:  In these moments.

00:32:01:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   This is one, Craig, you just gotta throw it straight up in the air and land it about halfway between the hole and the bumper is deep.  I mean, he's down a good bit, but he can--I think this is pretty doable and get this inside four feet, I would think.
00:32:21:17

GRANT BOONE:  How hard is it not to feel sorry for yourself when you get a break like that?
00:32:25:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I think more than anything, you gotta be entrenched in the moment, you know? It's difficult not to mind to wonder, why did I get such of these bad breaks driving the fairway? You just gotta be so much in the present.
00:32:38:24

GRANT BOONE:  Ball jumped on him. That's going to run by.  That was--

00:32:42:19

CRAIG PERKS:  This is not a physical battle right now. It's all mental and we need to pay close attention to David Skinns, his body language. You know, Gary taught yesterday, he has this stoic demeanor. Sometimes it can get a little cloudy at times and, uh, this, uh, illuminates more so not the physical side, but the mental side.
00:33:04:08

GRANT BOONE:  Three years ago Skinns came from behind right here to beat this man, Dawie Van der Walt to win the Pinnacle Bank Championship. Dawie for birdie at the par 5. [cheering]. 

00:33:22:16

GRANT BOONE:  Bogey three in this final round. David Skinns for par at 12.

00:33:26:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Down the hill pretty straight putt, if anything, it should move just a little bit to his right. Hole cow. 

00:33:33:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Tripp, he played about five feet of break there. Good move.

00:33:38:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It wasn't that much.

00:33:39:19

GRANT BOONE:  No, sir.

00:33:41:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Here's Patrick Fishburn to save his par at 13. He's got a flair for the dramatic in the final event at PGA Tour Canada a couple of years ago, won to get the fifth and final spot at the bogey putt for David Skinns at the 12th. He was looking in that bunker as if maybe, I don't know if there was a rock or lake job wasn't great, something. Befuddled and he's now back into the tie for the lead.
00:34:21:00

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou, third shot, par 5, 15. 

00:34:24:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Click down the slope there now and gathers some pace. All right.  So he finds himself two back out of birdie to par 5. 

00:34:35:27

GRANT BOONE:  Well, this would be quite the bounce-back for Skinns for birdie from just off the green.

00:34:41:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah, really easy putt once it gets on the green.  I mean, it's just going to his left. It's just outside right edge, but what does it do through this first little bit of fringe? In about two and a half feet of that to deal with. If it comes through on his line, I'm thinking he can get this one to go.
00:35:00:24

GRANT BOONE:  Good enough. Good for the mindset. [cheering]. Oh. 

00:35:03:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Look downtrodden on the last hole. That'll give you a shot of confidence there.

00:35:12:18

GRANT BOONE:  Dou to get within one for birdie at 50. 

00:35:16:19

CRAIG PERKS:  The ball striking has been magnificent this season, it's been great this week. Can the putter behave?  Mm, yes. Does there.

00:35:25:00

GRANT BOONE:  Twenty-four years old from China, got to the Korn Ferry Tour after running rough shot over PGA Tour China, won the order or merit in 2016. He was just 19 years old when he teed it up in the Bahamas in his first Korn Ferry Tour event, turned 20 during that fortnight there.
00:35:45:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Can't get complacent when the opportunity presents itself. You gotta go grab it. Can't wait for tomorrow or the next week. 
00:35:53:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  That speed looks pretty good. Yeah, that's a really good putt, to get that inside of four feet is solid.

00:36:01:00

CRAIG PERKS:  Still left himself one of those.

00:36:03:07

GRANT BOONE:  Yeah. You're going to have to make them, Craig, I mean--

00:36:05:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yes. They don't hand those trophies. They don't really give them out.

00:36:07:29

GRANT BOONE:  You're trying to get to a place where you're also going to have to make a lot.

00:36:11:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.

00:36:11:26

GRANT BOONE:  PGA Tour.

00:36:12:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.

00:36:14:13

GRANT BOONE:  Get you up to the 18th and Vince India, whose birdie attempt came up well short has this per par.  He acknowledged the pressure but he said, "If you can enjoy being in this moment right now, then you shouldn't be out here."

00:36:33:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Shows great character. And a courageous fight through these 43 events, have to watch what happened in Portland in 2019 where he doubled the last hole, fell out of the top 75, had to go back to finals (inaudible) score and been his best season of his career, Bill Offutt. 
00:36:51:07

GRANT BOONE:  At 14, David Skinns for par to stay in front by one.

00:36:54:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah, right at about just inside of four feet. Can't get the whole way, he needs to keep it inside the hole.  Wow.

00:37:02:27

GRANT BOONE:  Mm. The putt at 13 for birdie from off the green to regain the lead.

00:37:07:15

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   And then that one for par.

00:37:08:23

CRAIG PERKS:  I was holding my breath there.  

00:37:11:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Austin Smotherman is in position to get his card today, 26th on the points list, but numbers 24 and 25 have missed the cut. Taylor Montgomery and Peter Uihlein and this for Smotherman, a birdie putt at the 15.
00:37:27:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, Austin and Kevin both said exactly the same before the round today and yesterday, that they were just going to just pick their spots. They're going to--were going to play aggressively when they could and trying to just play to the sensible side of the greens and just rely on good putting and minimizing the snakes. And to this point, they’ve both done a magnificent job, especially Kevin Dougherty. Uphill, slightly right to left. 
00:38:03:08

CRAIG PERKS:  And he's had the right mindset throughout this process. When he went wire to wire at the Simmons Bank, he talked about riding things in his (inaudible) quotes in his yardage but on Friday it was all process takes place outside the comfort zone, Saturday when you focus on the good, the good gets better and I love the one on the Sunday. We are what we repeatedly do, excellence, then it's not an act but a habit.
00:38:35:25

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou at 16, he's one back.

00:38:39:10

CRAIG PERKS:  And is closing straight 16, 17, 18 with the south wind back into the face to the players, so difficult.

00:39:01:10

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou is already holed out from a bunker for birdie once this back nine. This is his 16th, his third on the par 4.
00:39:07:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Can make something as magical very difficult.  Yeah, and now problems continue. Comes way from him off the fringe and then downhill from the back.

00:39:22:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Dawie Van der Walt has had some success here in Omaha, shot 60 here back in 2012, that previous the Old Cox Classic. Had the share of the lead or actually had the lead outright going into the final round in 2018 when he was caught by none other than David Skinns.

00:39:42:02

CRAIG PERKS:  I'll tell you what.  Top five this week, finished second in Kansas City alone. Several months ago he got a lot of confidence going into the finals where try and regain the PGA Tour card.

00:39:59:01

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou for par to stay one back.

00:40:05:16

CRAIG PERKS:  He doubled here yesterday and a bogey here today.

00:40:13:06

GRANT BOONE:  Got two hard holes coming up.

00:40:14:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah. 

00:40:15:28

GRANT BOONE:  Trailing by two and trailing to clubhouse leader by one.

00:40:24:21

GRANT BOONE:  Back we go to 16, and this is Smotherman for his first birdie of the day.

00:40:28:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Pretty quick putt here. And that is carrying a lot of pace. He needs to slow. 

00:40:32:20

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   He has some room to work with in terms of moving into the 25.
00:40:41:23

GRANT BOONE:  Marty Dou needs something special in the next 15 minutes. Tee at 17.

00:40:45:26

CRAIG PERKS:  174 front hole location to move the tee out back into the wind. Take in on. He's very aggressive with his arms and good result.

00:40:55:23

GRANT BOONE:  That will take him back to 13-under par. This is the ball of David Skinns, his tee shot at 15 and he's got a decision to make here, Tripp.

00:41:06:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   I really don't think there's much decision. I mean, the lie is fine. He's got a 7 iron in his hands. He is only 209 to the front.  I mean, to lay up, he'd be just chipping at (inaudible) sideways and--

00:41:18:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Tree in his way, Tripp?

00:41:20:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   It is if he comes at the hole, but there, you know, he's got plenty of room to the right and you just get it out right of the tree and just hit a hard draw and then you can't really overdraw it if you take that fine.
00:41:37:06

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   And he threw it out to the right but it's not drawn.  This is going to hit the trees.

00:41:44:27

GRANT BOONE:  We didn't see it.

00:41:46:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Well, we can't tell.  It went up into the trees and we never--I didn't see it go past.
00:41:52:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, yeah, well, par right now. Elevates in a hurry. Seemed like it was a good shot, the correct shot at--at that time but maybe not now.
00:42:03:08

GRANT BOONE:  We'll try to find it and go from there. Skinns by one but in trouble. 

00:42:13:01

GRANT BOONE:  At 17 with the leader Skinns in trouble, at 15 this is Dou to get to 13 under.

00:42:19:04

CRAIG PERKS:  And within one.  Oh, there you go. In fact (inaudible) knows how to win on this tour. He's done it twice. [cheering]. He's graduated off this tour, been to the PGA Tour trying to do it again. And what a two at 17. A Wolfe and a Dou at 13.
00:42:37:15

GRANT BOONE:  All right.  Here is Skinns at the 15th. Tripp, update us.

00:42:41:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It hit the tree, went back into the penalty area.  He was up against a rock. No chance to even hit it from the penalty area.  He--he dropped it here. Now, he has no direct line to the hole. He has to play this out to the right. He's gotta keep it low and run it, uh, a six would be a good score from here. A five almost an impossibility, I would imagine.

00:43:00:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, credible. Figure to a way not to make seventh.

00:43:04:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   Now, if he gets this up on the green which this is going to be on the green, now, does it stop? That is a heck of a shot, I'll tell you, just to have a putt at par or chip at par after that.
00:43:14:00

GRANT BOONE:  That'll be his fifth shot as the ball disappears. This is Smotherman for par at 16.

00:43:25:27

CRAIG PERKS:  He's done such great work this week, gets a bogey but his (inaudible) has four shots to play with to keep him at that magical 75th, uh, 25th, excuse me.
00:43:38:11

GRANT BOONE:  All right.  So let's take a look at the 25 bubble and remember what we said earlier, if Skinns or Dou were to win and Taylor Montgomery would be out, but if Jared Wolfe, who's the clubhouse leader at 13 under were to win, Montgomery would slid back in to the 25. So Taylor, who we understand has left Omaha after missing the cut is watching intently.
00:44:08:24

GRANT BOONE:  And this to stay in front.

00:44:12:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Wow, when it rains it pours.  This is a really bad lie. Just gotta do a little stab.  One of the most aggressive iron players on the Korn Ferry Tour that back right hole location, the wind from the left, everything in his favor.  Oh, boy.
00:44:36:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Execution poor.  That's a very difficult up and down coming from the downslope. You've gotta use the contour of the slope.

00:44:45:14

GRANT BOONE:  This one for bogey and this to drop him into a three-way tie for the lead. 
00:44:51:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  All right, Craig. They don't--you gotta walk the gauntlet, don't you? He's going to have to make some of these (inaudible) trophies and that's how I would say the (inaudible) make left edge.
00:45:01:00

CRAIG PERKS:  That's a brilliant up and down.  Maybe a strategy error on the second, but to get out with a six, I think it'd be all in all quite pleased.
00:45:12:24

GRANT BOONE:  No green to work with with the fifth shot but gets it up and down and we are going three wide here with just a couple to play.
00:45:21:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  There, so there you see with a bogey, he falls out of the 75, this for par for Dougherty at 17.
00:45:29:05

CRAIG PERKS:  So very little to this (inaudible). He's at the moment. My goodness. Those up and downs at 16 and 17 it's two memories. You can see the reaction he must (inaudible) that big that is.
00:45:45:28

GRANT BOONE:  Third shot at 18 for Marty Dou up and down to tie Jared Wolfe in the house.

00:45:53:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Pretty fancy there.  Up to the end of the hill. [clapping]. And just shouldn't have been playing his third from there but he's giving himself a chance.

00:46:02:09

GRANT BOONE:  Our other co-leader on the course, Skinns.

00:46:08:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Just 129, back into the wind, wedge. Yes, sir. This looks good. Um, getting bounce (inaudible) didn't quite get it. This hole is 480. Tripp, back into the wind and--that adrenaline level, that (inaudible) probably 25, 30 yards than he normally does.
00:46:26:16

GRANT BOONE:  Dou, to have a chance at a tour card. Gotta have it.

00:46:31:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Brilliant up and down. [clapping]. He's done it. He's given himself a chance. Number 67 included seven birdies today.
00:46:46:15

GRANT BOONE:  Thirty-nine-year-old Englishman by way of the University of Tennessee, David Skinns. And it's a wild back nine, a couple of bogeys, one of which he was fortunate to salvage.  Now he's eyeing a putt to regain the lead. A win takes him to the PGA Tour for the first time.
00:47:10:01

CRAIG PERKS:  For the lead. [clapping]. Great lead there, Tripp, and pulled that in. wow. What a great bounce-back. You talked about the bounce-back at 12 to get the birdie at 13, bogeyed the previous hole, now the bounce-back.

00:47:22:20

GRANT BOONE:  Smotherman for par at 18.

00:47:25:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Went uphill par from here, comfortable par. If he can somehow wiggle that one and he's got to shoot 76. It's going to drop from down to a tie at 27. He basically just had to go out and finish somewhere inside the top 40 to get his PGA Tour card.  Difficult day but he's handled himself beautifully.
00:47:54:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:   After an incredible shot from Kevin Dougherty on the fairway bunker, this for birdie.
00:48:01:21

CRAIG PERKS:  (Inaudible) lose two putt, knowing the gold he achieved. How about just one?  How about the up and down at 16 and 17 and the par here at 18.

00:48:20:11

GRANT BOONE:  Kevin Dougherty, the heartbreak three years ago in Portland.  The jubilation in Omaha.
00:48:28:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Worthy of that smile.

00:48:30:28

GRANT BOONE:  The difference in going to the Cusco Finals versus going to Boise later this week.

00:48:36:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Failure could have been cruising right here, and I believe what he's gone out and done today in this week, to me that could be the impetus to go through this three finals events and instead of being on, right on the number, just go out and get it done, well done.
00:48:54:26

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Smotherman with wiggle room. [cheering]. And a bogey for Austin. [cheering]. And he is headed to the PGA Tour for the very first time. And he's going to join his SMU teammates on the big tour, Bryson DeChambeau, Harry Higgs, Mustang.
00:49:34:05

GRANT BOONE:  Well, he gets solid strike.
00:49:36:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, no. It's where Marty Dou was actually. That's a fortunate break to get away from the downslope. But again, I mean brilliant up and downs at 16, brilliant up and downs at 17. He's going to have to do it again here at 18.
00:49:51:11

GRANT BOONE:  Here we go. David Skinns. We can see the ball.  It doesn't look great, Tripp. What do you see?

00:49:55:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It's not good. I mean, it's--he would like another lie. He's gotta--he's gotta come and stab at this and just hope it trundles through this fringe correctly, and he predicts it right. And that's what he's done. What a shot. What a shot. [cheering].

00:50:10:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Man, if he stood taller (inaudible) with this up and downs at 16 and 17. Think of the birdies 11, 13 and 16 as well. My goodness gracious, me. When everything is at stake. And you're facing the constant possibility of heartbreak, knowing that it's so close. This was brilliant bumping into the fringe. This is what Marty Dou tried to do.

00:50:38:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And it's, uh, about two and a half feet. Again, this won't win it for David Skinns, but it will put him in the clubhouse at 14 under.

00:50:49:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I gotta think he's be driving the truck behind Graham. What a march to the house. He did not make it easy on himself. [cheering]. 

00:51:01:14

GRANT BOONE:  David Skinns [cheering] finishes the final regular season event with four straight one-putts and he's the clubhouse leader with 14 under, perhaps moments away from his first ever trip to the PGA Tour.
00:51:20:01

GRANT BOONE:  Twenty-five players, including Stephan Jager are going to graduate to the PGA Tour. He's gotta make this to tie David Skinns.
00:51:33:21

CRAIG PERKS:  I mean, good shot, just get it on the green a little and try to make it.

00:51:38:14

GRANT BOONE:  Oh, how about it? Careful.  Mm. 

00:51:41:04

CRAIG PERKS:  What a valiant effort.

00:51:44:05

GRANT BOONE:  And now it is official, Skinns wins and David Skinns, for the first time is headed to the PGA Tour. He'll join Stephan Jager.
00:52:08:03
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