PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR – THE ALLY CHALLENGE

00:00:32:27

WHIT WATSON: The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren.  Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club hosting the PGA Tour Champions for the fourth straight year after decades hosting the PGA Tour here outside of Detroit.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins.  And some early highlights from Bernhard Langer for birdie at 2.
00:00:50:20

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And the best thing I can come up with is, at turning 64, Langer has found his putting stroke [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping] again.  There from about 25 feet at the 2nd.
00:00:59:16

WHIT WATSON: Celebrated his 64th birthday yesterday by shooting 64.  First time he's ever shot his age.
00:01:05:10

LANNY WADKINS: And this--

00:01:05:10

WHIT WATSON: And this for birdie at 6.
00:01:06:24

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  About 50 feet here at the 6th.  Up over a little slope, back down, speed is perfect.

00:01:13:00

MALE: [Overlap] Look at that. [cheers and clapping]
00:01:16:21

LANNY WADKINS: That doesn't happen every day.
00:01:18:23

WHIT WATSON: Langer getting it to 11 under par.  Thongchai Jaidee, 51 years of age, Monday qualified for the event.
00:01:26:01

LANNY WADKINS: Playing some solid golf.  Has played well all over the world.  A multi-time Winner on the European Tour. [clapping] He knows how to get it done.  Great putt there on 10.
00:01:36:06

WHIT WATSON: And then Steven Alker a few moments ago at the 17th, a par 3.
00:01:40:22

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Just his second or third event out here.  He just recently played a Korn Ferry event.  Taking a swing at the 17th, par 3. [cheers and clapping] And almost jars it.  Great shot there.  He would shoot 65 for the round.  Great day for Steven Alker.
00:01:54:12

WHIT WATSON: Yeah.  He just turned 50 on July 28th.  Doug Barron for birdie at the 11th.
00:02:00:27

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he's been swinging very well.  Hitting a lot of quality shots.  Big win here recently at Calgary.  And he's [clapping] keeping it going.  That's what you need to do when you're riding a hot streak.
00:02:10:22

WHIT WATSON: That win for Barron at the Shaw Charity Classic in Canada was his second on the PGA Tour Champions.
00:02:18:04

WHIT WATSON: How about Bernhard Langer?  Just keeps going.  Langer, Jaidee, and Barron all at minus 11 as we go out to the 11th.
00:02:29:08

JOHN COOK: Marco Dawson now for birdie.  Tee shot just off the right edge of the green. [clapping] Coming off that bogey at number 10, that's a nice little bounce-back.
00:02:40:08

JOHN COOK: Up ahead to the 13th, you saw that great approach from Thongchai Jaidee. [cup rattles] That for birdie to get 12 under par. [clapping] That little wedge shot had a good look at going in the hole.  A tap-in for birdie.
00:02:55:25

JOHN COOK: And just a moment ago, what we were referencing right here.  Laid it up to a perfect number. [club swing] Very comfortable with this.  It started a little right of the hole location.  Tried to hit a little dinky draw. [ball thunk] Check. A little spin.  Outstanding. [music]
00:03:14:14

JOHN COOK: Back to the 11th.  After the great tee shot of Bernhard Langer, Billy-Ray, what's he got?
00:03:18:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Coming just back down the slope.  Not a lot of break there.  Just loses it out to the right.  What a shot that he had.  After all the rain we've had yesterday, John, this golf course is in fantastic shape.  And hats off to the maintenance crew and their staff for getting this back in playing condition.
00:03:37:00

LANNY WADKINS: Furyk needs to make a move, Billy-Ray.
00:03:39:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He--he certainly does.  Here's he's got 101 yards.  He plays these shots really nice.  He plays these, actually, [club swing] down.  He's done just that.  He's gonna get this back here, too, Lanny.
00:03:49:16

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, he did.  Carried it past the hole and it comes back a little bit.  Nice play.  He's got about 14 feet.  He needs to make some putts.
00:03:57:09

JOHN COOK: Up to the par 3 17th.  154 yards today.  Jeff Maggert from long and right.  This putt will have some serious right-to-left break, and quick. [cheers and clapping] No problem.
00:04:12:17

LANNY WADKINS: Maggert staying in touch with the leaders.
00:04:28:26

JOHN COOK: Vijay Singh now for birdie at the 17th.  Just underneath hole high.  Center of the green.  Another pretty big right-to-left breaker.  Why not? [cheers and clapping] Jeff Maggert makes one.  Vijay Singh, he's a Hall-of-Famer.  Birdies on four of his last five holes to get to 8 under.
00:04:50:08

JOHN COOK: Back to 12.
00:04:51:13

WHIT WATSON: Marco Dawson, after air-mailing this green, has this left for par.
00:04:55:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  A big mistake with that second shot, Whit.  Now he's got a very difficult putt.  It comes back downhill, to save his par, turning back to the right.
00:05:03:03

LANNY WADKINS: This is one you got to make, keep the round going, Billy-Ray.  He's just gotten it up to 10 under.  Fought most of the front side to even get it under par today.  This is--I think this is a must for him, especially with the next two holes coming up.
00:05:15:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he's made a change in his putting grip.  He's actually--he started to firm his putting grip up last week, he said.  Just holding on a bit tighter has helped him out quite a bit.  And yesterday he said he putted phenomenal.
00:05:26:15

LANNY WADKINS: Good try, right there.  Now he--now he basically has to birdie the next two holes. [cup rattles]
00:05:38:10

JOHN COOK: [club swing] Ernie Els now, tee shot at 17.
00:05:43:16

MALE: Bring it in.  Bring it in. [cheers and clapping]
00:05:46:06

JOHN COOK: Right over the top of the flagstick.
00:05:51:25

JOHN COOK: Thongchai Jaidee, our leader, in trouble with his tee shot.  Didn't get it out of trouble.
00:05:57:29

JOHN COOK: Joe Durant now to get to 11 under.  This is for birdie.  Look where he's aiming this.  Way out to the left. [putter clicks] Got some speed and got some break.
00:06:08:02

MALE: Yes, sir. [cup rattles]
00:06:08:17

JOHN COOK: Joe Durant having a good week.  It's been a while.  A clean card today, four birdies.
00:06:14:01

LANNY WADKINS: That was a nice stroke by Durant.
00:06:16:04

JOHN COOK: That was really on top of it and--

00:06:22:00

JOHN COOK: Jaidee's third now at the 15th.  That's gonna come up about 20 feet short for par.
00:06:30:29

WHIT WATSON: Doug Barron, this for birdie to share the lead.
00:06:33:28

LANNY WADKINS: Just missed on the last hole.  A good look here at 14.  Really needs this.  Can't let this one get away.  And he did not. [clapping] Very nice.  Didn't--didn't birdie 12 or 13.  So you feel like you have to birdie 14.
00:06:51:27

JOHN COOK: Up ahead to the 15th, now, and our Leader, Thongchai Jaidee.  This is for par.  Drove it left.  Didn't get it to the green.  Pitched it to here. [putter clicks] Toughest hole on the golf course today.  And he's still got a couple of feet for bogey.
00:07:08:04

JOHN COOK: Now Jim Furyk, his third.
00:07:10:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, from the left-hand side of the fairway.  And that breeze is back in the player's face here.  I want you to notice it's unique.  Jim lines it up out to the right.  And when he wraps the club on the way down [club swing].  95 yards for Jim.  Hole in that back left.
00:07:29:05

JOHN COOK: Has to control the spin.  He does perfectly.  Uses a little bit of the slope. [clapping] Outstanding.  Just a couple of feet for the birdie for Jim Furyk.
00:07:38:03

LANNY WADKINS: Now Langer's got a hybrid, Billy-Ray.  He doesn't even have a 3 wood.  He's got a--it looks like that--one of those hybrids he's got, you know, a 2 or 3 hybrid.
00:07:46:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He carries a 3 and 4 hybrid.  And actually, that 3 hybrid is kind of bent to almost like a two-and-a-half-degree club, right there at 16 degrees.
00:07:57:24

LANNY WADKINS: You know, with this club, in my mind, he's got to--he can't go right at all.  He'll get blocked out by that overhanging tree, can't he?
00:08:05:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he can get far enough past that tree, in my opinion, there. [club swing] If he--he's got to be concerned with that bunker on the left-hand side.
00:08:10:18

LANNY WADKINS: Well, it--he's up the left center.  That should be fine.
00:08:13:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And laid it well back there.
00:08:23:13

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  It's a great angle for Langer.  He did lay it way back.
00:08:27:03

JOHN COOK: Jim Furyk now for his birdie after that beautiful 3rd.  This to get to 8 under. [cup rattles] Takes advantage of that. [clapping]
00:08:42:05

WHIT WATSON: K.J. at the green at 14.
00:08:46:27

LANNY WADKINS: He needs to make something happen.  He needs this one.  Yes. [clapping] First time, really, K.J.'s made his presence felt out here on PGA Tour Champions.  He's been playing for a while, but really hasn't been a factor yet.
00:09:04:27

WHIT WATSON: Bernhard Langer at the 14th, his second. [club swing]
00:09:08:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, that was from 119 yards.  And that hole just tucked back on that right-hand side. [ball thunk]
00:09:13:25

LANNY WADKINS: That's a great shot because it looked like he had--it looked like the flag wasn't even on the green from his angle, Billy-Ray.
00:09:19:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah. [chuckle]
00:09:31:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [club swing] Now Furyk there, a short little pitch coming over the bunker.  Wow.  What a play that is.  It's got a chance. [clapping]
00:09:37:08

LANNY WADKINS: Wow.
00:09:37:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I guess.
00:09:38:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I can report to you that Marco Dawson played his second shot from the fairway bunker and has hit it over the green.  Wow.  What a shot.
00:09:48:09

WHIT WATSON: Furyk.  Yeah.  He walked all the way up to the green, Billy-Ray.  And now we know why.  He had it mapped.
00:09:53:18

LANNY WADKINS: Well, this is the advantage [club swing] of the soft green.  Even if you get it close, it's gonna stop and stop quickly, as it did right there. [clapping] You don't have to do anything extra special.  Just hit a quality shot.  And he did.  Just for a tap-in.
00:10:09:07

WHIT WATSON: 13 inches of rain here in the month of July.  And then in the 24 hours leading up to the First Round, another inch. The water had absolutely no place to go.  It was ponding on top of the saturated soil here.
00:10:24:08

WHIT WATSON: Over to 16.  Jaidee with his third at the par 5.
00:10:27:23

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  From the center of the fairway.  Hole location back. [club swing] Got to get it back there in the air. [ball thunk] He does.  Will it stay?  Yes, it does.  Good shot there by Jaidee.  He's got about 15 feet.  A pretty good look.
00:10:43:06

LANNY WADKINS: Langer hit a good shot in here, Billy-Ray.  Just spun it a little too much.  Really drew it back.  And just show--I mean, in the fairway, it--greens are soft.  It--you're gonna spin the ball back.
00:10:55:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  You know, even though, you know, it's very gettable with that shorter club, the one thing you don't want to do--and the hole location's stuck in the back.  We saw the issues that Marco Dawson had at the 12th.  And hit a wonderful shot here at 14.  You just can't go long when these hole locations are in the back portion of the green because the rough around the green, it is very dense.  And with the--the rain, it's--it's sticky.  It's gnarly.  It's hard to get it up and down.  So you've got to be just a little cautious.
00:11:21:27

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, you do.  Good point.  I mean, the--the rough is very difficult.  Maybe as thick and consistent of growth, uh, in the rough as we've seen here in a number of years.  Probably because of all the rain in--in July.  So it's--the golf course is set up very nicely.  The only reason they're scoring like they are is just the softness.  Fairways are wider.  Greens are more receptive.  You can get aggressive with any club in the bag from almost anyplace right now.
00:11:48:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And you give these players ball-in-hand, as well, and you put it in the fairway, they're gonna--no matter what the conditions are, they're gonna shoot low numbers.
00:11:56:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Different read here.  It kind of goes left at the start then back right at the end.
00:12:04:06

LANNY WADKINS: His long putting's been very good.
00:12:06:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, finally. [clapping]
00:12:07:18

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, still good.
00:12:08:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.  You called it, Lanny.  This is--that's--those distance, right there, where he--that--the brutal lip-out at 12.
00:12:16:01

LANNY WADKINS: [Overlap] Yeah.
00:12:17:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Then a near-miss there at 13.  Now capitalized here at 14.
00:12:21:14

LANNY WADKINS: And Billy-Ray, we're so used to, over the years, seeing him make so many of this length putt right here.  This is every bit of 30 feet.  And just a nice, smooth stroke.  Smoothest stroke I've seen out of Langer's gun in [clapping] I don't know, maybe a year or so.  He hasn't looked that good over the putter.  This is good--good stuff now.
00:12:42:07

JOHN COOK: Three-footer now for Doug Barron, our Co-Leader, at the 15th.  Good little stroke right there.  Very smooth.  Got a nice rhythm to it, nice flow. [clapping]
00:12:55:03

WHIT WATSON: A mere formality at 14 for Jim Furyk.  That's three straight birdies for the Defending Champion.
00:13:02:24

WHIT WATSON: Jaidee, this is to share the lead, at 16.
00:13:06:13

LANNY WADKINS: It's gotta move right to left.  But you gotta hit it.
00:13:10:11

WHIT WATSON: [Chuckle]
00:13:11:05

LANNY WADKINS: Oh.  Why is it when they come up short, they're always dead center?  Every single time.  Never [cup rattles] hit it a foot off line [clapping] and leave it short, it doesn't seem like.
00:13:21:09

WHIT WATSON: Hmm.
00:13:27:14

WHIT WATSON: [music] Langer and Barron squared up at 12 under par.  Jaidee, the player from Thailand, at minus 11.  Joe Durant there, as well.  Steven Alker is in the clubhouse with the lead after a 65 in Round 2.  Vijay Singh in the house at 67 today.  Ernie Els, the Big Easy, with a 68 to get to 7 under par.  82 players made up the field to start the week, including 26 of the Top 30 in the Charles Schwab Cup Standings.  We have six Regular Season events, including the Ally Challenge, until those Charles Schwab Cup Playoffs will begin.  October 22nd in Richmond, Virginia. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:14:16:25

JOHN COOK: To the 17th now, and Jaidee.  154 yards today. [club swing] Lanny, before the 16th at, uh, TPC Scottsdale, this was the rowdy hole.
00:14:28:28

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, that was.  Yeah.  There was--actually, way back in the day, there was one at Pleasant Valley. [clapping]
00:14:35:09

JOHN COOK: Lee Trevino now for his birdie at the 13th.  Back up the hill, moving right to left.  A pretty slow putt.
00:14:43:14

MALE: Yes. [cheers and clapping]
00:14:47:26

JOHN COOK: Thongchai Jaidee hit it past the flagstick here at 17.  Now this has got some speed.  Looking pretty good. [cheers and clapping] Judged it absolutely perfect.
00:15:08:01

JOHN COOK: Par 5 16th, third shot for Doug Barron.
00:15:11:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A good position here.  Has to take this flag on.  Green's receptive. [club swing] He's got wedge in his hand.  Doug tends to spin it pretty well. [ball thunk] Yeah.  Ooh, yes. [cheers and clapping] And he did.  Another tap-in birdie for Doug Barron.
00:15:28:29

WHIT WATSON: Jerry Kelly at the 18th for a birdie.
00:15:32:21

LANNY WADKINS: Good shot in here.  Just short, underneath the hole.  About 20 feet.  It should go a hair right.
00:15:38:20

MALE: All right.
00:15:39:06

LANNY WADKINS: And it does. [cheers and clapping] Jerry Kelly walking that in.  I think.  With Jerry you never know.
00:15:49:08

LANNY WADKINS: Doug Barron just tapped in from only a foot here at 16. [cheers and clapping]
00:15:58:25

WHIT WATSON: Jaidee trying to join Barron at 13 under.
00:16:03:01

LANNY WADKINS: About 25 feet.  It's gonna to move left to right pretty hard up around the hole.  Well, it usually moves left to right up around the hole.
00:16:10:18

CROWD: Aw.
00:16:10:25

LANNY WADKINS: It did.  It just took its time getting there. [clapping] Just over-read by a little.  And great playing by Jaidee.  A nice round of golf.  Started the day at 5 under.  Gonna finish 12.  So 7 under today. [clapping] A 65 for Jaidee.
00:16:26:13

WHIT WATSON: Didn't turn pro until he was 30 years old.  And he would go on to win the Asian Tour's Order of Merit three times.
00:16:35:11

WHIT WATSON: Doug Barron has reached the rowdy 17th with a [club swing] one-shot lead.
00:16:39:02

LANNY WADKINS: He likes to hit a little draw.  So he should like this hole location. [ball thunk] Coming in--ooh, he does.  What a great shot. [cheers and clapping]
00:16:51:25

LANNY WADKINS: Billy-Ray, this looks like 3 wood for Langer.
00:16:53:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He's gonna get aggressive.  You know, what little wind there is, you heard Terry Holt, just downbreeze just ahead.  It's not gonna affect the shot whatsoever.  Jim Furyk has already laid up the right-hand side.  Missed the fairway.  But it's in the first cut.
00:17:07:29

LANNY WADKINS: A good layup down the left center, and it leaves just a really straightforward pitch-and-run for, uh--for Langer, if he can hit this good. [club swing]
00:17:15:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And the ball was just a little above his feet.  Trying to work a little right to left.  And that's just gonna catch the fairway, just to the right of his, the second shot there of Jim Furyk.
00:17:30:04

WHIT WATSON: Joe Durant, this at the par 5 16th, to remain one shot off the lead.
00:17:34:20

LANNY WADKINS: He's been making some nice strokes.  Important to make one here. [cup rattles] And he does.  That was very smooth. [clapping] Joe's putting stroke looks very nice.  And it's paying off for him.
00:17:47:09

WHIT WATSON: 56th on the Money List right now.
00:17:51:14

WHIT WATSON: So that par 5 green has cleared.  And now Langer ready for his third.
00:17:57:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: All right.  Even though he's got ball-in-hand here, he's got 75 yards.  Ball's gonna be below his feet.  But that part of the fairway, right there, is still holding some moisture.  So you still, even though you have ball-in-hand, you've got to have good contact.  You don't want to get too steep with it here.  I don't think the play here at all, Lanny, is to fly it back there through the air.  I think you gotta come in very low and a couple of skips.
00:18:22:10

LANNY WADKINS: I would agree, Billy-Ray.  I think there's--if you get it past this flag, it--it almost slopes downhill.  You can do what Joe Durant did and get it over this green in a heartbeat.  I think Langer's gonna go downstairs, but--[club swing] he went up--up with it. [cheers and clapping]
00:18:40:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Do not question that play there.
00:18:41:22

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  I think he knew what he was doing.
00:18:43:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Exactly.
00:18:46:27

WHIT WATSON: Now Doug Barron trying to extend his lead at 17.  This for birdie.
00:18:51:15

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty simple look here, Whit.  Just outside the right edge.  It's gotta move right to left.  Get the pace right.  Oh, yeah. [cheers and clapping] Nice second nine here for Doug Barron today.  He's playing this nine holes exactly like you're supposed to.  Beautiful.
00:19:12:25

WHIT WATSON: And now back to 16, and Dawson with his third.
00:19:16:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: All right.  You saw the shot of Langer from 75 yards get in there with--inside a foot.  Now Dawson just 70 yards.  Ball also just above his feet.  Let's see if he tries that through-the-air approach. [club swing] He comes in much lower.  A couple of skips and trying to bring it to a halt.  It should stop now.  It certainly does. [cheers and clapping] And that's one way to do it, as well.
00:19:42:17

LANNY WADKINS: Really well done there by Marco.  I like the way he flighted that down.  That was pretty.
00:19:49:12

WHIT WATSON: Meanwhile, up at the green at 17, Darren Clarke. [cheers and clapping] Had a rather severe bout with food poisoning yesterday.  But he's hanging in.  At 8 under, he's six shots off the lead.
00:20:08:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Other than the double-bogey at 15, he's got a nice day going.
00:20:12:18

LANNY WADKINS: Bernhard Langer, I think, went just the opposite.  I think his putting stroke is looking the best I've seen it in maybe a year, two years.  Uh, it's flowing in, which I like.  It--it--there's no [cup rattles] rush to them. [clapping] Sometimes he gets--the really, daylight stroke, we like to call it, where he just goes back real quick so he can hit it.
00:20:32:02

WHIT WATSON: Let's go back to 17 and see if Durant can pick up a birdie.
00:20:36:24

LANNY WADKINS: A good look here for Joe.  Maybe left edge.  Down the slope a little bit.  Oh, he got it out too high.  Good pace, too. [clapping]
00:21:02:26

WHIT WATSON: To the 18th, and Doug Barron.
00:21:05:20

LANNY WADKINS: Another man looking to get the pace correct.  You got to put this out to the left.  It's gonna work hard left-to-right.  He's got a great round going.  Don't want to stand over anything funny.  And he does.  And that's really well done. [clapping]
00:21:23:10

WHIT WATSON: Now back to 17.  Furyk.
00:21:27:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And this for birdie.  Came up the hill, moved to the left.  Oh, just slides there.  Maybe a little bit more speed.  But again, uh, he hit a very good putt.  Just unable to get some of these putts coming down the stretch to fall. [clapping]
00:21:45:24

WHIT WATSON: Meanwhile, at 18.
00:21:50:01

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Doug Barron for his par at 18.  Really [clapping] nice round of golf.  Solid.  And he looks confident and in control of his game right now.
00:22:00:05

WHIT WATSON: 64 for Doug Barron today.  That matches his career low.
00:22:07:23

WHIT WATSON: Let's go back to the 16th and the Golden Bear, Jack Nicklaus.
00:22:12:07

LANNY WADKINS: I think Jack's due to make a putt.  He's got to get it to the hole, though.
00:22:16:05

WHIT WATSON: He's been leaving them short.  Another one.
00:22:22:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Langer is--this is one of those putts, Lanny.  You know, you said it.  When he--when he gets hot, he gets it outside 30 feet, we--we see him make these in bunches when he gets on a roll.  And the stroke is really, really, um, uh--actually, in the last couple--couple to two or three weeks, Lanny, I'm not--it's interesting to find out what.  But it just looks totally different.  It looks so fluid.  Huh?
00:22:45:09

LANNY WADKINS: It looks--it looks--he's changed something somewhere, Billy-Ray.  Because the--

00:22:48:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I'm not sure he'll tell us, though.  Will he?
00:22:49:27

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, maybe not.  But, uh--

00:22:50:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:22:50:29

LANNY WADKINS: --it's either the grip's softer.  Something.  Because the stroke looks longer.  It doesn't look hurried.  Uh, it--it looks very much under control, which is reflected, to me, in the confidence he's now putting.  Uh, I--he gets on--in these when he's on.  If it doesn't go in, he's gonna threaten the hole.  This is kind of a little bit left-to-right putt.
00:23:11:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  But it's uphill, too.
00:23:13:01

LANNY WADKINS: Uphill.
00:23:13:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It's one he can--

00:23:13:25

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.
00:23:14:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He can give it some hit, too.  I mean, just total opposite back of the putt that he had at 17, where he just had to coax it down that slope.  This one he can take a run at.
00:23:27:18

WHIT WATSON: Familiar routine.  Takes a look from several different angles.  His caddy, Terry Holt, [putter clicks] is prone to holding a wedge, just like he is right now, helping Langer line up the putt.
00:23:39:24

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  There's nothing discernible in his setup that I see.  But it's something--I--maybe grip pressure in the right hand.  But the pace of that stroke is so much better. [cheers and clapping]
00:23:52:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: On call, Lanny.  He does it again.
00:23:55:15

LANNY WADKINS: And nobody up here is surprised, Billy-Ray. [clapping]
00:24:07:27

WHIT WATSON: Dawson had a tee shot that went low and left.  Had to essentially punch out to about 100 yards.  So this is now for par.
00:24:16:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Coming from the opposite side of the hole in which we saw Langer hole that beauty at the end there to get him tied for the lead.  Dawson coming down the slope.  Moving a little bit back to his left here.
00:24:30:28

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Billy-Ray, this is to stay 3 back, which is always the number I like to look at.  I want to be 3 or less.  This is to stay right in touch. [cheers and clapping]
00:24:43:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It looked like 4 all the way, didn't it gentlemen?
00:24:44:25

LANNY WADKINS: Always 4.
00:24:46:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Always 4.
00:24:48:09

LANNY WADKINS: Come on, smile, Marco.  That was a great save, man.
00:24:54:20

WHIT WATSON: Now speaking of saves, here's Furyk for a sand save at the 18th. [clapping]
00:25:07:01

WHIT WATSON: Not wasting any time.  The Defending Champion with a round of 71, 1 under after a 65 yesterday.
00:25:13:13

LANNY WADKINS: 71 around here and you're getting left.  And that's what happened to Jim Furyk today.
00:25:17:16

WHIT WATSON: It has been a shoot-out.  14 under par.  Again, to repeat, that was the winning score last year.  We have 18 holes left to play.  And two players are at 14 under. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:25:39:07

WHIT WATSON: It is Championship Sunday at the Ally Challenge, the fourth edition here at Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club, about 10 miles south of Flint, Michigan.  We are in Grand Blanc.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins.
00:25:52:07

WHIT WATSON: And early highlights from Joe Durant.  His tee shot at the 3rd. [club swing]
00:25:57:06

LANNY WADKINS: Joe Durant always one of the best iron players on PGA Tour Champions.  He goes flag hunting here at the par 3 4th.  And it's--3rd, excuse me.  Beautiful shot. [clapping] Right in there, eight feet underneath the hole.
00:26:08:18

WHIT WATSON: Has not had a Top 10 finish all season.  He is in contention today, as is Bernhard Langer.  This for birdie at the 6th.
00:26:14:28

LANNY WADKINS: After five straight pars, leaving one short at 5 for birdie, [putter clicks] not here at 6.  Dead center. [clapping]
00:26:21:24

WHIT WATSON: Bidding to become the oldest winner in the history of the PGA Tour Champions is Langer.  Durant to match him at 6.  And he does.
00:26:31:01

LANNY WADKINS: Really rolling the ball well. [clapping] Joe Durant's gone back to right-hand-low.  And it's really working for him.
00:26:35:21

WHIT WATSON: That got him to 16 under par.  Now back to Langer at the 8th for birdie.

00:26:39:24

LANNY WADKINS: Has made about as many long putts this week as anybody I've ever seen.
00:26:43:22

MALE: Go.  Go.  Go.
00:26:44:18

LANNY WADKINS: Here again, 35 feet at the 8th. [cheers and clapping] Dead center.
00:26:49:22

WHIT WATSON: Joe Durant, though, is matching him punch-for-punch.  This is his birdie bid at the 8th.
00:26:54:07

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Hard for Joe to separate.  Gorgeous stroke here.  Birdie at the 8th. [cheers and clapping] And he's made four birdies so far.  And he cannot separate himself from Bernhard Langer.  Leads by 1.
00:27:04:15

WHIT WATSON: Bernhard Langer has broken par all 14 rounds that he's played at the Ally Challenge over the last four years.  Joe Durant, without a Top 10 finish this season.  His best finish all year was a tie for 12th at Hualalai.  And he is in contention to win on the PGA Tour Champions today.
00:27:22:20

WHIT WATSON: Whit Watson with World Golf Hall of Fame Member Lanny Watkins, with John Cook, who won 11 times on the PGA Tour Champions.  Billy-Ray Brown a 3-time PGA Tour Winner.  And he is following this group, Doug Barron, Bernhard Langer, and Joe Durant, out together.
00:27:39:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: All right, Whit.  Now, Langer, first to play here at the par 4 9th.  166 yards.  And really, the first two days, wind was not an issue.  But definitely gonna play a factor coming down the stretch.  About 12 to 15 miles an hour out of the southwest.
00:27:56:04

JOHN COOK: A strong golf hole, right here, Billy-Ray, the 9th.  Great driving hole.  431.  Back into the wind.  Back right hole [club swing] location.
00:28:02:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And into that breeze, and from the left, as you said, hard to get it back there to the back right. [ball thunk] Oh, the ball releases a little bit.  We haven't been seeing much of that.  Ball releasing now.
00:28:11:29

JOHN COOK: That--that needs to hold on.  Because it--

00:28:12:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:28:13:29

JOHN COOK: --it--it will start to rock, and it does.
00:28:15:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm.
00:28:18:15

JOHN COOK: Up to 12.
00:28:19:20

WHIT WATSON: This is one of the two short par 4s on the back nine.  K.J. Choi for birdie.
00:28:24:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And he needs this.  He needs to get on a run if he's gonna challenge the leaders.  And this is the area he needs to do it in.  And there's--there's one. [clapping] He's got a par 5 and another short par 4 coming up.  Already on a three-hole heater.
00:28:39:20

WHIT WATSON: Back to the 9th.
00:28:42:02

JOHN COOK: Bernhard Langer surveying his par putt.
00:28:45:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, you gotta think.  "Okay.  I've got 9 holes to play," if you're Langer here.  "I've got a par putt of about 35 feet, coming down the slope."  It might get a little frisky.  We saw his second shot fly all the way off the green on the right-hand side.  I don't think it's a situation now where you try to force the issue.  I think you just take two putts from here, get out and move on.  He made the mistake with the second shot.  Just take your lumps, make your bogey, and move on.  If you get aggressive here, you can run it 8 to 10 feet past really quickly.
00:29:14:26

JOHN COOK: Bernhard--this is the, uh, site of his only bogey of the week.  And that happened in the First Round back on the 9th.  He shot 64 on his 64th birs--birthday. [putter clicks] He gets it out there to the left.
00:29:28:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He needed some pace.
00:29:34:05

JOHN COOK: Well, he'll have a couple of feet left for a 5.
00:29:37:04

WHIT WATSON: Steven Alker for his birdie at the 10th.
00:29:39:20

LANNY WADKINS: Great shot in here to about 3 feet.  And that's letting one get away, there.  Just put it too high.  It didn't move.
00:29:56:23

JOHN COOK: This will be Bernhard Langer's first bogey since this hole on Friday. [cup rattles] [clapping] A mistake on the 2nd cost Bernhard Langer a bogey.  He falls one more behind.
00:30:11:10

JOHN COOK: And back at the 11th now.  Steven Alker, 191 yards today.  Back into the wind. [club swing] Good hole location in the back center, protected on the right by a bunker, and the left [ball thunk] it will kind of pitch and roll off right there.  And that is an outstanding tee shot for Steven Alker.  That to creep one closer.
00:30:30:23

JOHN COOK: Joe Durant.  We told you, that putter's been red hot.  Looking at his stat right now, he's 1st in One-Putt Percentage this week.
00:30:38:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And just a quick story for you with this putt here.  He started right-hand-low this week.  He has been texting back and forth [putter clicks] with Brad Faxon, working on their stroke there.  Brad convinced him to go right-hand-low.  So [cup rattles] [clapping] as you said, he's had a very successful week so far on the greens.
00:30:58:16

LANNY WADKINS: Right on track, there.  Just needed more pace.  And that's--that's the kind of putt you've got to be a little careful with.  That can slide by quickly.
00:31:05:23

JOHN COOK: We saw that beautiful tee shot of Steven Alker at the 11th.  Now about 6 feet for birdie to get to 12 under par.  Right in the [cup rattles] center. [clapping] Great 2.  Only the ninth birdie on the 11th hole today.
00:31:20:23

WHIT WATSON: K.J. Choi, now his third at the short par 4 14th.
00:31:26:09

LANNY WADKINS: Well, this is doable. [club swing] A clean lie.  Big swing.  Worked out okay.  Just a little long.
00:31:34:07

JOHN COOK: Let's see if Joe Durant can add one more to his lead.
00:31:38:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Straight back up the hill.
00:31:39:07

JOHN COOK: Up the hill.
00:31:39:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No.
00:31:40:07

JOHN COOK: Had it in the center, too.  Oh, he would--

00:31:43:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm.
00:31:43:28

JOHN COOK: --love to have had that. [cup rattles] Deal one at the 11th with 12, 13, and 14 coming up.
00:31:51:11

JOHN COOK: Up to 14.
00:31:52:08

WHIT WATSON: K.J. trying to make par at the short par 4.
00:31:54:25

LANNY WADKINS: Can't let one get away here, not on a hole you're supposed to birdie.  And he did.
00:32:01:16

WHIT WATSON: Wow.
00:32:02:27

LANNY WADKINS: Didn't really hit a good shot the whole time.  So just four mediocre shots.
00:32:08:24

WHIT WATSON: As we go back to 12, Alker for his birdie.
00:32:13:03

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good look here for Steven.  He needs to make birdies, keep on--keep going to get anywhere near the leaders.  And that's [clapping] a good start for this run of holes right here.
00:32:24:25

WHIT WATSON: And what does Doug Barron have left?
00:32:27:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Whit, he's got--just 75 yards here, Whit.  We'll probably get some commentary after this ball is struck, as well, here. [club swing]
00:32:54:03

LANNY WADKINS: He's taking a pretty big swing.  Very nice. [clapping] That's six feet.  Very--very well done.  Good shot.
00:33:03:17

WHIT WATSON: Three good shots there.  We showed you the quote earlier.  Doug Barron has a 20-year-old son who is in the Army.  And he is about to deploy.  And he was talking about the fact that he has a lot of other things on his mind this week.  Just three shots off the lead.
00:33:21:15

JOHN COOK: Back to 12.
00:33:23:09

WHIT WATSON: And Joe Durant, one of three pretty good shots into this green.
00:33:28:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And he's still fi--first to play.  A putt that comes back downhill.  Just on the previous hole left one that came back up the hill dead short in the jaws.
00:33:37:04

LANNY WADKINS: He's left the last two short, Billy-Ray.  I'm betting this one's not.
00:33:41:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You can get too frisky, though, with this one. [putter clicks]
00:33:46:02

LANNY WADKINS: Pushed it.  One of the worst strokes we've seen him make, if not the worst.
00:33:52:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  That--that was, um, not his best [cup rattles] effort by any means there.  Hmm.
00:33:58:04

JOHN COOK: The 17th now.  And Mike Weir.  A couple of birdies his last few holes to get to [club swing] double figures. [cheers and clapping] On line.  And well done.
00:34:15:02

LANNY WADKINS: Barron's putt has some movement to it, doesn't it?
00:34:17:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  It--after watching that putt of Langer go across the hole, I--he might have pulled it a bit.  But, uh, it--it broke a lot more than I anticipated.  Doug's putt, now, watching Langer's, this has got to go back to the left pretty well.
00:34:31:13

LANNY WADKINS: Be easy for--for him to miss this putt right after watching Langer's. [putter clicks]
00:34:41:22

MALE: Good putt. [cup rattles]

00:34:42:10

LANNY WADKINS: But he doesn't. [clapping] He buried it right in the middle.
00:34:44:11

MALE: Good putt.
00:34:47:28

JOHN COOK: Mike Weir stuck his tee shot to a couple of feet.  Tricky little right-to-lefter, though.  To get to 11 under. [cheers and clapping] Slides it in there.  Other than that bogey at the 7th hole, a pretty good card there for Mike.
00:35:07:16

JOHN COOK: Joe Durant now.  Just underneath the hole, there, Billy-Ray.  About 15 feet.
00:35:11:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  It's still gonna have a little bit of turn back to the left.  But not like the break of Langer and Barron, by any means.  And we've already touched on it.  Joe's come up short in--quite a bit in these last four holes.  This is the one that's back uphill.  You gotta give it a pretty big hit here.
00:35:29:04

JOHN COOK: Speaking with Brad Faxon, I'm sure he's telling him to free it up. [putter clicks] Has it on line.  But not quite hard enough.  Well, he'll have a--little foot-and-a-half.  Just gonna put a mark on that.  Not get in anybody's way.
00:35:52:04

JOHN COOK: We saw that tee shot of Larry Mize at the 17th.  Four feet.  But this has some left-to-right movement to it. [cheers and clapping] No problem for Larry Mize.  Going out in 38.  But trying to bring a couple back home.
00:36:16:28

MALE: [putter clicks] [cup rattles] Good eyes, K.J.
00:36:18:28

K.J. CHOI: Thank you.
00:36:24:09

WHIT WATSON: Darren Clarke able to reach this green in 2.  This is an eagle putt at 16.
00:36:30:04

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Massive tee shot here by Darren.  A good look.  And okay. [cheers and clapping] Knock them off two and a time, Darren.  He just needs more par 5s.
00:36:43:04

WHIT WATSON: 15.
00:36:44:27

JOHN COOK: Stephen Leaney now for birdie after a great second.  Four feet from the hole.  Just get a shot closer.  Well done.  Not many birdies made at the thir--at the 15th. [clapping]
00:36:56:16

WHIT WATSON: Any problems with the stance here, Billy-Ray, for Durant?
00:36:59:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  You know, the ball is below his feet.  That--that's it.  He's actually got a--a decent lie for this shot here, given the softness of the greens here.  Just 83 yards.
00:37:09:05

LANNY WADKINS: Great angle.
00:37:11:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Perfect angle. [club swing]
00:37:17:24

LANNY WADKINS: A little on the upslope, going into the wind. [ball thunk] Hard to get it to the hole.  But he does.  What a great shot by Joe Durant.
00:37:23:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know what?  A little unlucky.  That ball was spinning back and went through his pitch mark and killed all the momentum.
00:37:29:07

JOHN COOK: K.J. Choi now at the 17th. [club swing] He's let a couple of opportunities slip away.  A bogey at 14.  Good looks at [clapping] 15 and 16.  But--on the green.  But not what he was looking for.
00:37:45:15

LANNY WADKINS: He's got to bury this one.
00:37:47:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he's--a golden opportunity, watching the putts of Langer and Barron.  So I like his chances here. [putter clicks] Got to hit it.
00:38:06:13

LANNY WADKINS: Oh.  Just--

00:38:07:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm.
00:38:08:24

LANNY WADKINS: It might be nerves.  He hasn't had--putted with the pace on this second nine that he has the rest of the tournament.  Just trying to be a little too careful.
00:38:19:03

WHIT WATSON: This was a moment ago at the 16th, the par 5.  Vijay Singh at 10 under par, [club swing] taking a rip at it.
00:38:26:21

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Not many people can reach this green.  A huge tee shot by Vijay.  We saw Darren Clarke get there. [ball thunk] What a shot.  And what a result. [cheers and clapping]
00:38:36:23

WHIT WATSON: Oh, yes, he did.  A really big bird.  Albatross for Vijay Singh.  And he gets all the way to 13 under.  That's pretty cool.
00:38:54:26

WHIT WATSON: To 17.
00:38:55:23

JOHN COOK: Wow.  The big bird.  K.J. Choi would like to have the big bird back there at 16.  Big breaker, left to right. [cheers and clapping] Well, now you make one.  A bogey at 14.  Good opportunities at 15 and 16.  But makes the unlikely one at 17.
00:39:17:01

JOHN COOK: Up ahead now, Steven Alker with a great look at birdie here at the tough 15th.  And boy, is he playing some fine golf.  He gets to 14 under par, solidifying himself in the Top 10 again.
00:39:34:01

JOHN COOK: Up to the 18th.
00:39:35:25

WHIT WATSON: K.J. Choi with his 2nd at this par 4.
00:39:39:23

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A nice tee shot.  Hole location [club swing] all the way in the back left, over the edge of that bunker off the left-hand side.  Hard to get it close.  That's flared out right.  And he could have used one more club.  That's got to be at least 50 feet for K.J.
00:39:56:11

WHIT WATSON: [Music] Joe Durant has got a 2-shot lead. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:40:10:19

WHIT WATSON: K.J. Choi, a long way to go for his birdie.
00:40:13:16

LANNY WADKINS: All the way across the green, about 50 feet.  Trying to get the pace correct.  It doesn't have a lot of movement.  It goes flying by the hole.  Gonna have 7, 8 feet left now.
00:40:27:11

JOHN COOK: Joe Durant tugged his second shot from the fairway.  About 40 feet, Billy-Ray.
00:40:32:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Just a bit of turn in this putt. [putter clicks]
00:40:38:12

JOHN COOK: Trying to get it back to the right.  Has to watch the speed.
00:40:40:18

CROWD: Oh.
00:40:40:29

JOHN COOK: Easy, now.  Easy, now.
00:40:46:29

WHIT WATSON: K.J. for his par at the 18th.  This is to stay at 15 under par.
00:40:54:05

CROWD: Aw.
00:40:56:20

LANNY WADKINS: He let some get away down the stretch.  He made the toughest putt he had at 17.  Didn't hit a very good shot at 18. [cup rattles] But [clapping] kind of butchered 14.  Missed makeable ones at 15 and 16.  Could have been even closer.  66, a nice round of golf.  But he left some out there.
00:41:15:02

JOHN COOK: Doug Barron can make this little 5-footer, a little bit longer.  If he--if he makes this, to get a shot closer.
00:41:21:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And not taking too much time on this one.  He's ready to pull the trigger.
00:41:25:02

JOHN COOK: We saw that graphic.  He's got a good run going.  Five Top 10s, including a win last ten starts.
00:41:33:00

LANNY WADKINS: Doug Barron is starting to look a lot like the finish at Calgary to him.  And he's probably got kind of that feeling right now.
00:41:40:10

JOHN COOK: Yeah.  Nobody really making any moves.
00:41:42:11

LANNY WADKINS: He was 2 back going to, what, 16 at Calgary?  And won by 2.
00:41:47:17

JOHN COOK: Just decided I was gonna birdie the last three holes.
00:41:50:13

LANNY WADKINS: Exactly.
00:41:51:05

JOHN COOK: And this would be a great birdie on a tough hole.
00:41:55:15

MALE: Ah.
00:41:55:25

JOHN COOK: That swung across.  And he's got it 3 feet by.
00:41:59:07

LANNY WADKINS: Swung across with pace.
00:42:03:12

WHIT WATSON: Back at the 16th at the Ally Challenge, Steven Alker with three birdies on his last five.  This is to get to 15 under.
00:42:09:16

LANNY WADKINS: He's having great looks every hole.  Can he get this in?  [cup rattles] Yes, he does. [clapping]
00:42:15:24

LANNY WADKINS: This has to stay left, Billy-Ray.  It cannot leak to the right here.
00:42:20:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No doubt.  But I think this shot sets up well for him.  He likes to go left to right.  He's on the right-hand side of the fairway.  Just aim it up the left side of the green and hit your [club swing] normal shot here.
00:42:34:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: How about that shot, boys?
00:42:35:22

WHIT WATSON: Just like it.
00:42:36:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Wow.
00:42:37:05

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful play there by Joe Durant.  Leading by 2.
00:42:39:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, my.
00:42:39:23

LANNY WADKINS: He gets it on with a long look at eagle.  Maybe 50-plus feet.
00:42:45:02

WHIT WATSON: This was a moment ago.  Vijay Singh for a birdie at the 18th.
00:42:49:18

LANNY WADKINS: After playing the other 9th, not on purpose, about 30 feet across the green for Vijay.  Right in the throat.  Good tournament. [clapping]
00:43:16:21

WHIT WATSON: Now Durant for eagle at 16.  What did he learn?
00:43:21:21

LANNY WADKINS: He learned how to get it up really close.  That was a great putt, a great effort by Joe Durant. [clapping]
00:43:27:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I agree.
00:43:27:27

WHIT WATSON: He hits a ball mark.  Did you see that?
00:43:29:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Just right over the top of the ball mark.
00:43:31:01

LANNY WADKINS: It wasn't gonna get there anyway.
00:43:32:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:43:32:14

LANNY WADKINS: But it was right on track.
00:43:33:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I gotta tell you, that's a pretty impressive judge of pace by all three players here. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:43:40:17

LANNY WADKINS: Joe went up and tapped that in cross-handed.  Wow.
00:43:45:22

WHIT WATSON: All kinds of things.  Watch this again.  There is the ball mark.  Oop.  Right.  Gets just knocked off a little bit.  I think you're right, Lanny.  It wouldn't have gotten there.  But--

00:43:55:00

LANNY WADKINS: No.  It wouldn't have gotten there anyway, so.
00:43:58:01

WHIT WATSON: But if that's what he was lining up on, he hit it.
00:44:01:16

LANNY WADKINS: Great birdie there by Joe Durant.  He did what he had to do.  Now it's up to--

00:44:07:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  No doubt.  I mean--

00:44:09:00

LANNY WADKINS: --Barron just to keep pace, Billy-Ray.
00:44:10:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.  And not much in this putt for Doug at all.  Inside the hole.  I'd--I just don't see anything.  It may be right center, at the most. [putter clicks]
00:44:48:11

MALE: Ah.
00:44:49:00

LANNY WADKINS: I think he pulled that.  I know it turned left.  But I think he pulled it out of the hole.  It looked like he trying to put it kind of right ce--right edge.  And he got it to about left center.
00:45:00:25

WHIT WATSON: That is costly for Barron.
00:45:02:16

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  That's disappointing.  And that's--that's a--now it's a big hill to overcome, three shots behind with two to go.  That's--that's, like, some--he needs help from Durant now.  And that's what you don't want to count on is your opponent giving you a--a lift.  You want to always have it in position you can take care of it yourself.  And I think that--that's gone for Barron right now.  Langer can still get there, though.  He can stay 2 back with this putt.
00:45:37:15

LANNY WADKINS: There can't be much in this Billy-Ray.  Just two-and-a-half feet.  Gotta be straight and solid.
00:45:42:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That's all it is. [putter clicks] [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping]
00:45:55:04

JOHN COOK: Joe Durant now.  This is a pretty big breaker from right to left.  And you know what?  It's not as fast as you think.
00:46:01:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Well, he could--he could, uh, take some drama out if he knocks this in now.
00:46:12:17

JOHN COOK: Exactly what he needed to do.  Run up there, tap it in.  No harm done. [clapping] You get a little frisky with that, speed lifts, it goes five, six feet by.  So he's gonna go to the 18th with at least a--well, with a 2-shot lead.  It just depends on if Doug Barron can make this to inch a shot closer.  Has to have it.
00:46:42:22

CROWD: Oh.
00:46:43:18

JOHN COOK: Just got it through the break.  Disappointing there for Doug Barron.
00:46:49:25

JOHN COOK: Going to the last hole of the Ally Challenge. Joe Durant looking for his fourth PGA Tour Champions win.  He's got a 2-shot lead going into the tough 18th. [music]
00:47:04:00

WHIT WATSON: Joe Durant, leading by 2, has blown his tee shot into the 9th fairway.
00:47:10:19

LANNY WADKINS: And Billy-Ray, the official let him take lift-clean-and-place in the other fairway?
00:47:14:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Right.  It's the rule this week with all the rain.  Any closely-mown area.
00:47:21:14

LANNY WADKINS: I'm surprised.  I always thought it was your own fairway.  Uh--

00:47:25:13

BRIAN SULLIVAN: That's in the center.  Only 200.
00:47:28:10

LANNY WADKINS: I can tell you from being over here, Billy-Ray, he better take plenty of club.  Because whatever it is, it plays a little longer.
00:47:34:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, it--it's a guesstimation here.  You heard Brian Sullivan saying it was over 200 yards.  I got 210 yards into the breeze here.
00:47:41:24

JOE DURANT: Should I go in just a little bit left of that because I'm gonna pull it that way anyway.
00:47:45:03

BRIAN SULLIVAN: Yeah.  Yep.
00:47:46:07

JOE DURANT: And just stay on the left side of that tree and it'll be right in the middle of the green.
00:47:48:24

BRIAN SULLIVAN: Right.
00:47:55:08

LANNY WADKINS: It has to be a good strike. [club swing]
00:48:07:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And the strength was there.
00:48:11:16

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, he's short, way short.
00:48:12:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Wow.
00:48:17:03

LANNY WADKINS: Did he just not take enough club, Billy-Ray?  Or was that just--

00:48:19:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I--I think it--

00:48:20:08

LANNY WADKINS: --played that way on purpose?
00:48:21:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know what?  It's just not enough club.  That's all it is. [club swing]
00:48:26:19

LANNY WADKINS: He gets it up over the trees okay.  And in position.  But short. [clapping]
00:48:37:06

WHIT WATSON: And as Billy-Ray pointed out earlier, the wind also really picking up late in the day, going hard left-to-right across this fairway.  So Billy-Ray, what does it look like down there right now?
00:48:48:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he's--I'll give you an update on that second shot.  In my positioning there, I asked Joe what he hit.  And he said 4 iron.  He said that was enough club.  But it barely caught a tip of a tree--

00:48:58:25

LANNY WADKINS: Ah.
00:48:59:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: --as it was making a way.  That's the reason it came up short.  From my position I couldn't see it.  He said it just nicked it and took the steam off of it.
00:49:06:28

LANNY WADKINS: Well, there you go.  So they had--they were ha--they were thinking correctly.  He just didn't quite pull it off.
00:49:12:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Right.
00:49:15:22

BRIAN SULLIVAN: Stay right into it, Joe.
00:49:18:15

LANNY WADKINS: Normally Joe is a beautiful wedge player.  He's gotta carry this back to the flag, Billy-Ray.
00:49:23:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He does.  Uh, you know, you gotta make sure, though.  It is--the breeze coming out this position in the fairway.  So in a lower area, it is very moist, even when you have ball-in-hand.  It is a very moist lie here. [club swing]
00:49:41:14

LANNY WADKINS: He got really, really lucky.
00:49:43:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very, very lucky, Lanny.  I just--

00:49:45:00

LANNY WADKINS: Oh.
00:49:46:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It just went right underneath that--wow.
00:49:49:21

LANNY WADKINS: He raked the sod over that.  And he just--I mean, Billy-Ray described it.  It's a very--yesterday there was about six inches of water standing here when we came out.  Or at least on Friday.  And so that area is really saturated.  And Joe just catches it heavy.
00:50:06:08

WHIT WATSON: So this is for par.  Langer in close.  With a par 5 upcoming.
00:50:14:23

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  In his--in Joe's mind, Langer's making 4.  It--he's not even considering anything else.  This ball's gonna go hard left-to-right, right in the initial, off this shoulder of the bunker.
00:50:26:05

MALE: Get in.
00:50:26:25

LANNY WADKINS: Slow down.  Not what he wanted to do.  He's got a solid 4 feet, Billy-Ray.
00:50:32:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I would say at least 4 feet, Lanny.  I--I'm thinking more--at least 5, maybe 5-plus.
00:50:41:02

LANNY WADKINS: Hard to judge that pace coming off that shoulder.
00:51:01:25

WHIT WATSON: So that'll be for bogey.
00:51:13:24

LANNY WADKINS: So this is it, right here, for Joe Durant, Billy-Ray.  This is to win and 5--let's say 5 feet.  Not much in it from back here, if I remember correctly.
00:51:21:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Overall, not a lot.  Depending on the pace here, too.
00:51:25:00

LANNY WADKINS: It's--it's in the hole, though.  Right?
00:51:26:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yes.
00:51:31:24

WHIT WATSON: His stroke has been so good to him all week.  Can he trust it one more time? [cheers and clapping]
00:51:51:20

LANNY WADKINS: That's great for Joe Durant.  I don't want to see anybody lose a tournament making double on the last hole.  That's--that's a horrible feeling.  A big sigh of relief for Joe.  And a great win.
00:52:08:03
End of Recording
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