PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR – BRIDGESTONE SENIOR PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:32:27

BOB PAPA: It's the 39th playing of the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.  And for the third consecutive year, famed Firestone Country Club, the South Course, playing host to the PGA Tour Champions.
00:00:46:04

BOB PAPA: Take a look at some early highlights.  And Steve Stricker started his day on 10.  This was his fourth birdie on his opening nine holes, at 17.  Pours that in. [clapping] Steve Stricker having himself a nice day.
00:01:01:04

BOB PAPA: Lanny Wadkins, Fred Couples' birdie over at the 3rd.  This would get him to 2 under.
00:01:05:15

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And great second shot [clapping] after a beautiful tee shot for Fred.  And on his way to a good-looking day.
00:01:12:02

BOB PAPA: Jerry Kelly's the Defending Champion.  Missed the green at 18.  This was his ninth hole of the day.  His third shot.
00:01:17:29

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Front-right.  A little simple chip-and-run.  And Jerry makes it looks extremely simple. [cheers and clapping] That in for a birdie 3 for Kelly.
00:01:26:17

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker, we've talked his round today.  Lanny, this was his birdie putt at 18.
00:01:31:13

LANNY WADKINS: Made a couple of subtle changes. New grip on the putter. [clapping] Slightly open stance.  And he is rolling his ball.
00:01:37:19

BOB PAPA: He'd make the turn at 5 under, 30, heading to the front side.
00:01:42:11

BOB PAPA: Darren Clarke's birdie at the 5th.
00:01:44:01

LANNY WADKINS: A man that's already won on this golf course in the past [clapping], a WGC event.  Darren likes this location.
00:01:51:10

BOB PAPA: Jim Furyk had a great record here.  Lost in 2001 WGC Bridgestone in a 7-hole playoff to Tiger Woods.  And his third at the par-5 2nd [clapping] is a beauty.
00:02:02:24

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  It really was.  Most people reaching this in 2.  Furyk does it with a short wedge approach.
00:02:08:19

BOB PAPA: And Steve Stricker [club swing] made the turn at 5 under.  And his second into 3.
00:02:13:23

LANNY WADKINS: Perfect tee shot for Stricker coming into the 3rd.  And wonderful little wedge in there tight. [clapping]
00:02:20:13

BOB PAPA: He'd go on to make the birdie.  And that would get him to 6 under par.  So Steve Stricker at 6 under leads Brandt Jobe by 3, Paul Broadhurst by 3. Jose Maria Olazabal won here twice.  He's in that group at 2 under with Lee Janzen here in Akron, Ohio.
00:02:39:12

BOB PAPA: Billy-Ray, what does Steve Stricker have in at 8?
00:02:41:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] 86 yards only. [club swing] This shows you how fast the fairways are.  Another good-looking shot here.  He's gonna last past the flag, trying to draw it back here.
00:02:51:14

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he does.  It's down there inside three feet, Billy-Ray.  So Stricker staring at another birdie.  What a round of golf he's playing.
00:02:58:27

JOHN COOK: Up to the 17th now.  And Ken Duke, birdie try at 17.  Slick, going right back down the hill.  And [clapping] Ken Duke gets to 2 under par.
00:03:13:29

BOB PAPA: [putter clicks] [cup rattles] [clapping] So Stricker now at 7 under.
00:03:25:05

BOB PAPA: Good to see Kevin Sutherland back playing.  His tee shot at the 12th.  Kevin has not played since the Insperity Invitational, the first weekend of May. [ball thunk] Injured his back.
00:03:34:27

CROWD: Oh!

00:03:35:21

BOB PAPA: And nearly makes an ace at 12.
00:03:37:28

LANNY WADKINS: How did that stay out?  It looked like it went down in.  Boy, he hits a lot of quality shots.
00:03:44:06

LANNY WADKINS: Take a look at this as it comes down just in front, goes up against the flag, hits the lip.  Wow.  Makes for a simple birdie.
00:03:55:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Okay, John, how many times--you've played this golf course your whole life.  We saw Steve Stricker's second shot back at the 8th, his 17th hole, from 89 yards.
00:04:03:15

JOHN COOK: Um-hmm.
00:04:03:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: His second shot, I'm sure you didn't see that often.  But also, here now, here at the 9th, 128 is all he has.  It just shows you how he's driving the ball.  I--I've had these numbers after pitching out from the trees with the--from--from the rough.  But incredible driving performance up to this point for Steve Stricker.
00:04:20:10

JOHN COOK: That is exactly right.  Uh, 89 at the 8th, 120 now at the 9th.  And looking right down the top of the flagstick.
00:04:33:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And more importantly here, the ball stayed in the fairway here.  Just up against the first cut, which is not gonna present any problem at all because of that hole location.  He's kind of coming across the green here from the right-hand side.  So yes, a very good look here.  The shot does play back uphill.
00:04:50:08

JOHN COOK: Back downwind.  You see the clubhouse in the background. [club swing] It's only a few steps off the back of the green.
00:04:57:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Being aggressive again here. [ball thunk]
00:04:59:00

JOHN COOK: Nice and low.  A little check and hold. [cheers and clapping] Just underneath the hole.  Beautiful shot.  And a great opportunity for his eighth birdie of the day.
00:05:08:06

BOB PAPA: Over at 18, Ken Duke playing his third shot.  Made a nice birdie at 17.
00:05:13:28

LANNY WADKINS: Just over the back.  Not much green to work with. [cheers and clapping] But may as well slam it in there.  That was going 10, 12 feet by the hole.  It was hot.
00:05:22:28

BOB PAPA: And how about Ken Duke?  A 3-under 67.  He made seven birdies today against four bogeys.
00:05:31:19

JOHN COOK: And back to the 9th now.  And, uh, Steve Stricker, Billy-Ray, this for 62.
00:05:36:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.  Couldn't leave it in a better spot, either.  I mean, putting straight back up the hill, maybe just a hair turn back to the right.  I got to tell you, John, I'm very surprised.  Going around this golf course yesterday, and charting it, I'm going, "Okay.  I--I just don't see low numbers like this out there.  And with the wind up today, he's put together an amazing round up to this point, has Stricker.
00:05:59:15

JOHN COOK: Driven the ball nicely.  And that just--

00:06:01:06

CROWD: Oh!

00:06:01:18

JOHN COOK: --tailed off to the right.

00:06:02:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm.
00:06:04:03

JOHN COOK: The slope goes back to the--to the back [clapping] of the green there.  Great round of golf, though, for Steve Stricker.  Disappointed that he didn't make that.  But 63, that's what it adds up to.
00:06:19:18

JOHN COOK: 17th now, Dicky Pride from short right of the green.  Pitching up over a little bit of a ridge.  A little check.  A little release.
00:06:27:20

MALE: Get in it. [cheers and clapping]
00:06:28:19

JOHN COOK: Clank.  Nice.  Winner a few weeks ago in Atlanta.
00:06:35:27

BOB PAPA: Darren Clarke to get to even with this birdie putt here at 18.
00:06:40:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  It'll be big to get back to even par.  And he learned a lot from the putt of Ernie Els on that direct line.  He saw it come back over that hill and it just gently went back to the right.
00:06:52:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And here is a guy that's won on this golf course, Billy-Ray.  So he knows what it takes to win here.  He knows that not everybody's gonna go lights out every single round.  70, I don't think, hurts him, even though he's 7 back.  A lot of holes left. [putter clicks] [cheers and clapping]
00:07:15:29

BOB PAPA: With that, Clarke records the 13th birdie today at 18.  He shoots an even-par 70.
00:07:26:07

BOB PAPA: [music] Third major of the year for the PGA Tour Champions.  Steve Stricker, with a 7-under 63, has a four-shot lead here in the Opening Round of the Bridgestone Senior Players. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:07:47:12

BOB PAPA: [music] It's the third major of the year on the PGA Tour Champions calendar, the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship in its 39th year.  And year number three at Firestone Country Club, the South Course.  And Lanny Watkins, we take a look at some highlights.  Miguel Angel Jimenez has been in contention in this event the last couple of years.  His tee shot at [club swing] the 7th.
00:08:08:14

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  212 yards.  Hole location kind of left-center.  He's taking dead aim.  And why not?  Good swing there by Miguel. [clapping] Right in there nice and tight.
00:08:20:00

BOB PAPA: And he would go on to make the birdie.  That would get him to red figures.  Ernie Els trying to make a little bit of a run on this Friday.  His birdie at the 2nd.
00:08:28:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Maybe the putter has [clapping] awakened for Ernie.  Good putt there at the 2nd.  And then over at the 3rd, 20 feet here.  Right up the slope.  Look what Ernie Els has found all of a sudden. [clapping]
00:08:40:15

BOB PAPA: And that would be his fourth birdie of the day.  Would make a bogey at the 6th.
00:08:44:19

BOB PAPA: Marco Dawson with his birdie putt at the 12th.  And this gets him to 4 under par [cheers and clapping] and three off the lead of Steve Stricker.
00:08:55:29

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker went out and made nine straight pars.  And then at the 10th, Lanny, gets the putter going.
00:09:00:14

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Maybe one of the tougher putts he had all day. [clapping] Moved about a foot to the left.  And great pace there.
00:09:06:15

BOB PAPA: So Stricker to 8 under par.  His four-shot lead to start the day is the largest lead after 18 holes in the history of the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.
00:09:20:14

JOHN COOK: Marco Dawson now at the 13th.  Three birdies on Marco's card today.  Started the day at 1 under--at 4 under.  This is for par.  Tough hole right here at the 13th.  So Marco will give one back. [clapping]
00:09:36:18

BOB PAPA: Back at 14, Steve Stricker missing the fairway well to the left.
00:09:42:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  I gotta tell you, he's looking left here.  He's gonna have to thread the needle.  I thought the play was just to get the ball back into play.  He's got a window of about 20 yards.  He has to keep it down.  But a very small gap to shoot it through here.
00:09:56:02

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty big number [club swing] in play here, Billy-Ray.  Oh.  And that's right into the trees.
00:09:59:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It did.  And dropped straight down.  I--I just didn't think that was the play from the get-go, out to the right.  It was a--

00:10:05:01

LANNY WADKINS: Not--

00:10:05:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: --small window to get through.
00:10:06:24

LANNY WADKINS: It really was.  And he had to control that low trajectory for such a long time out of the rough.  That's very difficult to do.
00:10:18:18

JOHN COOK: Ernie Els now to end his day at the 9th.  Difficult 9th hole. [cheers and clapping] And thataway, Ernie.  After bogeys at 6 and 7, he finishes the day with a birdie at 9.  A nice round of golf.  That gets him into the red numbers.
00:10:35:23

BOB PAPA: You know you've got a 5-shot lead.  Even though it's only the Second Round, it's not Saturday or even Sunday.  But it's not as if this is a birdie-fest where people can make rounds.  Was it worth the risk?
00:10:45:23

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  I--it would be--he probably got lucky that he's got this much of a shot here.  And like I said, it--it was heading right toward the tree.  It could have gone anywhere left.  He's over behind more trees.  Uh, he's gotta be smart here and just gets it--get this on the green, get out of here with bogey, uh, at worst.  Uh, you--you don't want to help the rest of the field catch up to you.  Make them come get you.
00:11:09:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  I think that's in his mindset right now, just make a bogey.  He's still gonna have to flight this down.  But he has a huge runway to run this ball up on the green here. [club swing]
00:11:21:03

LANNY WADKINS: That may be a little right.  Ah--

00:11:23:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It's taking right at it.
00:11:24:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  It's a good shot.  Well, it might make 4.  It might make 3.
00:11:28:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Laugh]
00:11:29:27

LANNY WADKINS: It looks okay now.
00:11:31:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It looks all fine now, doesn't it, guys?
00:11:32:27

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, it does.
00:11:33:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Laugh]
00:11:36:04

JOHN COOK: Paul Broadhurst now at the 9th, just from the right rough.  A nice round [club swing] of golf going for--for Broadie.  Has to go out to the left.  The hole location in the front right.  Well, finds the green.  But that'll be a long way away, if it holds on the green.
00:11:57:16

JOHN COOK: Back to 14.
00:11:58:18

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker for an All-World par here, Billy-Ray.
00:12:02:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] Yeah.  This would be in--incredible, you know, after Steve hit that third shot from the left-hand rough and just had a big smile on his face, like, "Okay.  I've gotten away with one here."  But you still have to bear down here, leave nothing to chance.
00:12:17:26

BOB PAPA: And he got a break, too, with that--when the second shot hit the tree, that it didn't kick left. [cup rattles] [clapping] Had a ton of streaks where at least that swing--
00:12:25:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It looked like 4 all the way, there, man.
00:12:29:13

BOB PAPA: So the streak continues as the only player in the field bogey-free this week.
00:12:36:06

JOHN COOK: Back to the 9th.  And you saw Paul Broadhurst's second on the left side of the green.  Now putting all the way across the green.  Big breaker from left-to-right.
00:12:49:22

JOHN COOK: It goes back downhill right there.  That's pretty well-judged.
00:12:56:20

JOHN COOK: Jerry Kelly now at the 15th.
00:13:05:27

ERIC MELLER: But that was 15.  This is 20.
00:13:08:08

JERRY KELLY: Yeah.  Well, I'm down from the front.  Yeah.
00:13:12:00

ERIC MELLER: Yeah.
00:13:12:05

JERRY KELLY: I was off the front.
00:13:13:14

ERIC MELLER: The front would make it 70.
00:13:14:18

JERRY KELLY: Yeah.  About 15.
00:13:18:05

ERIC MELLER: So it is 15 again?
00:13:19:04

JERRY KELLY: I'm, like, 85 to the front.  That's not to the hole.
00:13:22:17

ERIC MELLER: Yeah.  That's all we need.
00:13:23:04

JERRY KELLY: 80--86--86 minus 15.
00:13:25:19

ERIC MELLER: Okay.
00:13:26:03

JERRY KELLY: Yeah.
00:13:28:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A lot of conversation with he and Eric Meller.
00:13:32:10

JERRY KELLY: So it's, uh, 15 away.  Right?
00:13:35:10

ERIC MELLER: Yeah.
00:13:36:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And trying to gauge the wind.
00:13:38:21

JOHN COOK: A lot of calculations there.
00:13:40:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:13:40:11

JOHN COOK: You've got wind--

00:13:40:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And trying to factor in what his front number is.  And they've got it gauged in right now.  Okay.  170, accounting for the slight downhill, and also, with the helping breeze.
00:13:52:29

JOHN COOK: Tee shots that we've seen [club swing] close here, Billy-Ray, have hit right on the front of the green. [ball thunk]
00:13:59:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Just like that.  It should release a bit.  Oh.  A little unlucky.  That ball--

00:14:02:04

JERRY KELLY: Thank you. [clapping]
00:14:02:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: --actually hits the front portion of the green, bounces up.  And I thought it would chase out a bit.  But still, a very good shot.
00:14:10:09

JOHN COOK: Now back to the 9th.  We saw Paul Broadhurst from across the green putt it to here.  Now this is for par.
00:14:18:16

MALE: Nice. [clapping]
00:14:19:09

JOHN COOK: Solid.  A good round of golf for Paul Broadhurst.
00:14:24:26

MALE: Good playing.
00:14:26:25

JOHN COOK: Jerry Kelly now for birdie at 15.
00:14:28:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Would love to take advantage of that tee shot here.  And it's a very interesting read here.  It looks like, when you get behind it at all, that it's gonna move to the left.  But when you look at it from a different direction, I--I think it's got a little bit of right movement actually in it, John.
00:14:44:08

JOHN COOK: It should move a little to the right.  The putts that we've seen so far start to break to the right.  Then they flatten out at the hole.  But it'll--it'll go left-to-right right off the strike. [putter clicks] [clapping]
00:14:57:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] What it was, center cut.
00:14:59:02

JOHN COOK: A beautiful 2 there.
00:15:00:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.
00:15:05:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: At--at 220 to the front.  That's all he's gotta be thinking of right now.  The miss is definitely over to the left.  Ball just below his feet here.
00:15:12:02

LANNY WADKINS: Don't you take it at the left back bunker, Billy-Ray?
00:15:13:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: One hundred percent, that's his line.  Yes. [club swing]
00:15:21:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And good-looking strike here, too.  This is actually right of the flag.  It should [ball thunk] carry up there.  And it does.
00:15:26:17

CROWD: Oh!

00:15:26:29

LANNY WADKINS: See, I--I think back there is an easier shot than where Jerry Kelly's wedge is.
00:15:31:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  I--I do, too.  Uh, it's--it's such a small target here at 16.  You know, it--it's funny.  With the wind the way it is out of the south, we're used to seeing most of the majority of the field lay up here.  But we've seen a number of players today, Day 1 and Day 2 now, taking a shot at this green.
00:15:50:14

BOB PAPA: Marco Dawson getting set to play his second at 18.  He's 5 back.  Marco has won a Major on the PGA Tour Champions.  That was the Senior Open at Sunnydale in 2015.  That's where the Senior Open will be this year.
00:16:16:08

BOB PAPA: He shot a Final Round 64 to beat Bernhard Langer by a shot. [club swing]
00:16:31:16

LANNY WADKINS: Trying to hit a little low draw around the trees in front.  That might be well-done.  Stays right there.  That's okay.
00:16:43:27

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker over the green in 2 at 16.  His third shot from a bunker.
00:16:49:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah. [club swing] Playing back into the breeze.  He's trying to run it down the slope here. [chuckle] Oh, you gotta be kidding me. [cheers and clapping] The sound from which he hit that bunker shot was just that click you're looking for to pull off that shot.
00:17:03:20

BOB PAPA: Third for Marco Dawson at 18.
00:17:06:05

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  The lie dictates what kind of shot.  He's got it back in his stance.  Picking the club up.  Dropping it right down on top of it, trying to get it to run out.  And didn't run as far as he wanted.  He's got a good six feet left.
00:17:19:21

BOB PAPA: Yeah.  And you almost feel like when Steve Stricker avoided bogey or worse at 14, it's almost like saying, it might be his week.
00:17:29:22

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And I--I think that sometimes these guys got to understand, it's Steve Stricker out here leading.  Okay?  It's not Tiger Woods.  Steve has spit the bit a few times with significant leads. [putter clicks] [clapping]
00:17:52:00

LANNY WADKINS: And that's a weak effort by Marco.
00:17:57:01

BOB PAPA: So Marco shoots 1 under today. [clapping] It leaves him at 2 under.
00:18:04:22

JOHN COOK: Ken Duke now for at [club swing] the 9th.  Left side of the fairway, trying to hit a little cut [ball thunk] to that right hole location.  And that's well done. [clapping] A really good golf shot there by Ken Duke.
00:18:17:26

BOB PAPA: Second shot coming up for Steve Stricker at the 18th.
00:18:22:03

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  This is no issue as long as the lie is nice and clean. [club swing] And it looks like it.  He didn't even hesitate.
00:18:28:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And it was a nice strike, too.  It needs to get up just a bit, though.  It comes up that ridge.  Okay.
00:18:32:23

LANNY WADKINS: That's a wonderful leave, right there. [clapping]
00:18:34:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very, very nice.
00:18:35:01

LANNY WADKINS: With that big a lead, that's--that's lovely.
00:18:38:22

JOHN COOK: Ken Duke hit that brilliant second into Number 9.  Now this for birdie. [cheers and clapping] There you go.  A little fist pump.  Nice round.  67 yesterday.  Follows it up with an even par-70.
00:19:00:26

LANNY WADKINS: It turned all the way across the hole.  That moved a lot.
00:19:04:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, I don't think it's the speed in which he wanted to hit it.  I know you want to die it in.  But, uh, just a little bit more pace.
00:19:14:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  And more than likely, here, you gotta think about it.  You and Bob have talked about it quite a bit.  More than likely, with this tap-in, here, 36 holes around Firestone, a bogey-free?  Are you kidding me?
00:19:25:10

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  That's a--I mean, I--okay, the score, uh, 9 under par is outstanding.  But--

00:19:29:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:19:29:29

LANNY WADKINS: But no bogeys. [clapping] That's--

00:19:31:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.
00:19:31:18

LANNY WADKINS: That's ridiculous.
00:19:32:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And he had chances, too.  On 14.
00:19:34:09

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, yeah.
00:19:34:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And you look back at that incredible shot at 14.  And you look back at, uh, the up-and-down back at 17 from a really difficult spot.
00:19:43:23

BOB PAPA: [music] Well, Steve Stricker is halfway.  And at 9 under par, has a 5-shot lead at Bridgestone Senior Players. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:20:02:12

BOB PAPA: [music] It's the third Major of the year for the PGA Tour Champions.  History Firestone Country Club, the South Course, for the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.  Third year it's been held here in Akron, Ohio. [music]
00:20:16:19

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker started the day with a 5-shot lead.  His lead is now 8, birdieing his first three holes.  Out to the 4th, Paul Broadhurst playing his second.  Billy-Ray Brown with this Final Pairing.
00:20:29:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: All right, Bob.  The big question today is gonna be the wind.  190 here for Broadhurst here. [club swing] Par-4 4th.  Straight back uphill into a stiff breeze.  The wind at 19 miles an hour today, gusts up to 30.
00:20:43:03

LANNY WADKINS: And--

00:20:43:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And it's tough to judge a club.
00:20:44:10

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And just too much club there, Billy-Ray.  All the way over the back of the green.  So a good solid strike, but with the wrong one.
00:20:54:15

BOB PAPA: Second shot for Steve Stricker.
00:20:58:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  182 yards from Sticker, on the left-hand side of the fairway.  He has got the hot hand right now.  He has birdied his first three holes to get the round started.
00:21:10:00

BOB PAPA: And the other thing that Stricker has done, when we talk about the difficulty of Firestone, when you take a look at the scores, you couple that with the wind that we've had in each of the first three days, and Steve Stricker, through his first 39 holes, is bogey-free.  The only player in the field that has not made a bogey yet this week.
00:21:28:04

LANNY WADKINS: And it sure helps that you drive it in the fairway every trip, which Steve has been doing, especially today.  Great [club swing] start.  That's exactly what you've gotta do on this golf course, get off to a quick start and hang on.
00:21:42:12

LANNY WADKINS: Just gonna be a little long there for Steve.  Over the back edge.  But all-in-all, not bad.  This is a tough golf hole.
00:21:49:22

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker trying to win his third Major in the PGA Tour Champions career.  And Lanny, got off to a great start.  First a good look at birdie at 1.
00:21:58:25

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  About 10 feet.  It's got a lot of movement.  But, boy, what great pace on this.  Right in the [ball thunk] center of the hole. [clapping]
00:22:05:26

BOB PAPA: The par-5 2nd is the easiest hole on the golf course.  Everybody could get there in 2.  And Stricker [club swing] does just that.
00:22:12:20

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A nice tee shot.  Really where you'd like it, up the speed slot on the left.  And he's got this strong 3 wood.  Carries it up into the green. [clapping] He'll have a long two-putt for his birdie 4 at the 2nd.
00:22:25:00

BOB PAPA: Yeah.  That would get him to 11 under par.  Now, I mentioned the 3rd hole is playing very difficult.  There have only been two birdies to this point.  And Stricker has the third of the day. [clapping] That gets him to 12 under par.  So Steve Stricker has opened up an 8-shot lead over Paul Broadhurst here in the Third Round of the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship. [music]
00:22:49:28

BOB PAPA: Now back at 4, Steve Stricker getting set to play his 3rd.
00:22:53:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And just off the edge of the green.  There's a little shoulder just to--in front of him that's gonna shoot this ball sharply back from right-to-left.  And once it turns left, it is gonna pick up a ton of speed here.  He's gonna play probably a good, oh--probably 8, maybe 9 feet of break here.  Aiming way out to the right. [putter clicks]
00:23:23:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And you see how quick the greens are here.  12-and-a-half on the Stimpmeter.  And with this wind today drying the surfaces out, just adding to the pace.
00:23:31:26

BOB PAPA: Up at 18, Fred Couples, who won this event at Westchester in 2011.
00:23:37:21

LANNY WADKINS: Putter has not been behaving for Fred. [cheers and clapping] Until now.  All of a sudden, yeah.  Now you go in.
00:23:43:23

BOB PAPA: Had a lot of good looks today.  Finishes with a 2-under 68.  Leaves him at 3 over.
00:23:58:29

BOB PAPA: Broadhurst for his par. [putter clicks] So Broadhurst will make bogey at 4.  And that'll drop him [cup rattles] to 9 off the lead of Stricker. [clapping] Although Stricker has a par putt upcoming.
00:24:19:24

BOB PAPA: Billy-Ray, he made two of the All-World pars yesterday at 14 and 17 to keep that bogey-free streak going.
00:24:30:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  The one at 14 was special.  When you're doing 163 yards to the front of the green with the third out of the trees and actually kind of rimmed it out for birdie.  So he's doing everything up to this point correctly.
00:24:53:02

BOB PAPA: Ooh, that toe is not up on the putter, Lanny, as we've seen so many times with Stricker.
00:24:56:22

CROWD: Oh!

00:24:57:06

BOB PAPA: And that's his first bogey of the week. [cup rattles]
00:25:00:15

LANNY WADKINS: Just a little bit of a misread, right there.  It looked like a pretty good putt. [clapping] It either didn't have enough speed, or he didn't put it high enough.
00:25:08:18

JOHN COOK: Now up to number 9 and Jim Furyk, his second.  Still way down there.  Hole location [club swing] kind of middle on the left.  So this is a little bit of a false front. [ball thunk] Right over right next to the flagstick. [clapping] What a good golf shot for Jim Furyk, coming off a bogey there at 8.  Two bogeys and a birdie.
00:25:31:14

BOB PAPA: Lanny, we've seen over the last couple of weeks, you know, Ernie Els had two wins in 2020.  But he hasn't been on form.  And it's putts like this that have really kind of hurt him.
00:25:43:18

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And especially if he doesn't get it to the hole.  And--and that just shows you he's [cup rattles] not putting with much confidence.  Uh, it looks like he's almost thinking mechanics while he's putting.  And that's never a good thing.
00:25:56:15

JOHN COOK: We saw that brilliant second from Jim Furyk from the right rough at the 9th. [clapping] Great birdie there at the 9th.  Two birdies, two bogeys for Jim going out.
00:26:12:07

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker, his second shot at 12.
00:26:15:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Really no chance here.  Coming off the [club swing] downslope, back downwind.  It would be a good job just to keep it on the green there.
00:26:23:26

LANNY WADKINS: All the way down into the second cut of rough.  He's got a tough up-and-down for bogey.
00:26:29:16

BOB PAPA: So Stricker went 39 straight holes without a bogey.  Then bogeyed the 4th.  Bogeyed the 10th.  And is in jeopardy of bogeying the 12th.
00:26:48:17

LANNY WADKINS: Although this shot is holeable, Billy-Ray, if the lie is okay.
00:26:51:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  The lie is not great at all.  But--and it sits on the upslope.  You won't see much of a follow-through here.  He's gonna have to just kind of throw the club head on it and kind of stab it and use the leading edge here.  That's what he tried to do.  And that's gonna come up well short.
00:27:08:06

BOB PAPA: So Stricker's gonna give another one back here at 12 and he's still not in.
00:27:12:15

JOHN COOK: Jerry Kelly now, second at 17.  Back up the hill, into the wind.  Hole location five on, five from the right.  So it sits in a little bit of a bowl.
00:27:25:18

JOHN COOK: Just underneath the hole.  Nice shot again for Jerry Kelly.  Can he make one?
00:27:31:05

BOB PAPA: Back to 12 and Steve Stricker.  Bogey putt for Stricker.  Billy-Ray, what's this gonna do?
00:27:37:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Not much at all.  It's back uphill.  If anything, just--just inside left, here, and firm. [putter clicks]
00:27:54:23

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, he went after that one.  And it went left and missed.  Gut-check time here for Stricker, Billy-Ray.  Because he's got some seriously hard golf holes coming up. [clapping]
00:28:06:28

BOB PAPA: So Stricker with a double-bogey at the par-3 12th.
00:28:12:18

JOHN COOK: Up to 17 now.  And let's see if Jerry Kelly can sneak one in here for birdie. [clapping] There it is.
00:28:22:28

BOB PAPA: Now Steve Stricker for his par at 14.  He's trying to avoid his fifth dropped shot over his last 11 holes.
00:28:52:00

BOB PAPA: Again, Steve Stricker birdied the first three holes today.  Got to 12 under.  Had a 9-shot lead.  Was bogey-free through his opening 39.  A bogey at the 4th.  A bogey at the 10th.  A double at the 12th.  And now he has this for bogey at 14. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:29:39:06

BOB PAPA: And we see the scorecard.  And his once-9-shot lead is now down to 4.
00:29:49:20

JOHN COOK: Up to 16.
00:29:50:27

BOB PAPA: We saw Ernie Els go for the green in two.  Just kicked over the green.  So this his third shot.
00:29:57:23

ERNIE ELS: Spin.
00:29:59:10

LANNY WADKINS: Boy, he went for the spinner out the rough.  Kind of surprising.  But really well-played by Ernie. [clapping] Played the lie there.
00:30:09:08

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker now for par.  And this is 15 at feet.
00:30:14:01

LANNY WADKINS: It's been a long time since he's made a putt, Cookie. [putter clicks]
00:30:33:20

JOHN COOK: Just hung it on the edge.  And he's coming back to the field.
00:30:40:20

BOB PAPA: Over to 17.
00:30:42:01

JOHN COOK: Ernie Els up ahead at the 17th.  Drove it in the left rough.  Second shot to here.  Now back down the hill.  Coming off a nice birdie there at 16.  And another one at 17. [cheers and clapping] Puts him into the red.  I think if you finish in the red, you might have a chance tomorrow.
00:31:05:00

BOB PAPA: Now Stricker's third at 16.
00:31:07:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And I like his position here, even though it's not the greatest of lies.  And if he can land this ball just about three paces on the green here, and it'll definitely go back down to the hole.  I--I think this is very doable from here.
00:31:19:14

LANNY WADKINS: Up in the air, nice and soft on the top level.  He did it.  That's very nice, Billy-Ray. [clapping]
00:31:27:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Very--very well done.  He hit his spot exactly.  He was walking around, trying to find out where he wanted to land the ball.  And hit hit spot.
00:31:34:12

BOB PAPA: Stricker coming off back-to-back bogeys will have that putt for birdie.
00:31:39:18

BOB PAPA: Well, Jerry Kelly from the front part of the green at 18 for birdie to get to 4 under.
00:31:45:05

LANNY WADKINS: And this would go a long way, right now.  Hang on.  Getting out of here with 4 is not a bad thing after that tee shot.
00:31:57:17

LANNY WADKINS: A beautiful pitch Stricker played.  This is a tough read.  This putt wants to break away from the water.  And that's not your first look.
00:32:06:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Man, you look at it from where he's at right now, and you think, "Okay.  This has gotta go left here."  That is just a tough read.
00:32:15:19

LANNY WADKINS: He's been here enough he should know this. [cup rattles]
00:32:17:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: All right. [cheers and clapping]
00:32:18:25

BOB PAPA: Pours that in.  Stops the bleeding.  His first birdie since the 3rd hole.
00:32:24:18

LANNY WADKINS: He stopped the hemorrhaging.
00:32:26:29

BOB PAPA: [music] Steve Stricker at one point had a 9-shot lead today.  It's 4 over Jerry Kelly at the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:32:44:10

BOB PAPA: [music] In its 39th year, the Senior Players calling Firestone Country Club, the South Course, home for the third consecutive year.  This par 70 playing at 7400 yards.  68 straight years of PGA Tour golf at this storied venue.  It has hosted three PGA Championships.  Who will win the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship?  It will be decided today.  Settle in for this Championship Sunday.  Bob Papa along with World Golf Hall-of-Famer Lanny Wadkins.  Lanny won here in 1977.  John Cook grew up playing on this golf course.  Billy-Ray Brown out on the course, as well.
00:33:27:29

BOB PAPA: Well, Jerry Kelly from the fairway couldn't put heat on Steve Stricker.  Stricker was in the rough.  Stricker has this look for birdie.
00:33:35:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  It comes back up the slope. [putter clicks] He's got it played way out to the right.  It's gonna come a little left at the end.  This looks really good. [cheers and clapping] All right.  Buried it.
00:33:45:15

JOHN COOK: Up to the 11th.  And Rocco Mediate, a birdie opportunity.
00:33:51:17

BOB PAPA: Cookie, he was in a good mood today.  What was going on in the round--

00:33:53:22

JOHN COOK: I was just gonna say, he was, uh, a pleasant mood today.  He had his instructor, Rick Smith, out there watching him hit some balls.  Yucking it up a little bit. [cheers and clapping] And nice birdie there for Rocco.  And he gets in under par for the day.
00:34:09:02

JOHN COOK: The 7th tee, the par 3, Steve Stricker tee shot.
00:34:13:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  189 yards [club swing], John.  Playing back uphill.  That wind helping from the right here.  A very good-looking shot here from Stricker if it's the right weight.
00:34:21:08

JOHN COOK: Tough to get it close.  There's only been three birdies made today. [clapping] And that is outstanding.
00:34:25:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] It's funny what happens when you make a long birdie putt.  It changed the mo--momentum quickly.
00:34:39:15

JOHN COOK: And that was Jim Furyk's birdie attempt at the 9th. [clapping] 1 under par for the tournament.  He needs to start making some birdies, make something happen. [cup rattles] That was a good opportunity for Jim. [clapping]
00:34:55:05

BOB PAPA: Back over to 7.
00:34:56:13

JOHN COOK: Yeah.  And Steve Stricker now, just a--well, three feet.  Not much to this, Billy-Ray.  This is to go 5 up.
00:35:02:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Just a quick gust of wind there backed Stricker off.
00:35:10:24

LANNY WADKINS: I always hated it when that happened, the gust of wind.
00:35:14:09

JOHN COOK: The gust comes up.
00:35:14:25

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.
00:35:18:03

JOHN COOK: Not much to this. [clapping] Just left of center.  Solid.  Two birdies in a row now after that bogey at 4.  It's exactly what Steve Stricker wants to do.  He's starting to get comfortable.  He's starting to gain a little bit of confidence going to that 8th tee.
00:35:33:09

JOHN COOK: Up to 10.
00:35:35:19

BOB PAPA: Jim Furyk has this putt for birdie.
00:35:39:07

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A pretty good leave here.  It's uphill for Furyk.  He can be aggressive with this one.  Not a lot of movement in this. [putter clicks] Ah, almost. [clapping]
00:36:00:08

LANNY WADKINS: The hole location is down front on 10.  And you drive it in the fairway [clapping] you've gotta be thinking birdie here.
00:36:08:08

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker.  Now, Billy-Ray, how far did he hit this drive?
00:36:12:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Uh, I--out on the--[club swing] well over 350.  He had to flight it down underneath the trees on the left-hand side from 112 yards.
00:36:19:10

BOB PAPA: And that's outstanding. [cheers and clapping]
00:36:21:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, you can do that from 112 when you drive it down there that far.  That tee shot probably well over 360, by my gauge.
00:36:28:01

BOB PAPA: He took advantage of it.
00:36:30:02

JOHN COOK: Fred Couples at the 13th now.  He said he finally hit a good shot.  Let's see if he can take advantage of it.  No birdies today for Fred.  Four yesterday.  No birdies in Round Two. [cheers and clapping] And there we go.  "Finally," he says.
00:36:48:13

JOHN COOK: Back to the 9th now, and Jerry Kelly, his third from just over the green.  Back into the wind a little bit. [club swing] [cheers and clapping]
00:37:01:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Pressure right back to Steve Stricker.  What a game.
00:37:06:12

LANNY WADKINS: Right when you're thinking Stricker has probably put the last nail in the coffin, oops.
00:37:12:22

JOHN COOK: Just what he needed.  Just what he called for.
00:37:16:13

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker now, this little three-footer got a little longer.
00:37:20:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I would say.
00:37:24:29

JOHN COOK: Not much to this.  Maybe just inside the right.
00:37:29:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  A great crowd around here at the 9th.  They have supported all week long.
00:37:35:07

JOHN COOK: Akron always has always had great support. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:37:39:07

JOHN COOK: All right.  Three birdies the last four holes for Steve Stricker.  Walking to the 10th tee and the incoming nine.
00:37:47:23

BOB PAPA: David Toms has parred it each of the first three days. [club swing]
00:37:54:07

LANNY WADKINS: 185 today.  Hole location, the right center, right back center. [ball thunk] And that works out just fine for David. [clapping] That's a good look from there, back up the slope.
00:38:10:01

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker now at the 11th, over the back of the green.  Billy-Ray, did you get a look at this?
00:38:14:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] This is third straight, uh, green that he's not putting himself into position off the tee.  But this another one. That ball is just sitting down.  And the grain of the grass is actually swirling here.  It goes back downhill, downwind.  I think the shot here is, you almost have to play an explosion shot.
00:38:33:23

JOHN COOK: I think you're right, Billy-Ray.  This--this grass behind this green has been trampled down.  There's been some spectators there.  So it's a little thinned out, a little wispy.
00:38:44:26

JOHN COOK: You referenced it as the combination of Kentucky bluegrass, some rye grass, and some fescue.  It kind of mats itself--

00:38:51:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And just one of those means trouble.
00:38:52:23

JOHN COOK: One of them.
00:38:52:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: But if you add three, now you're really [chuckle] tough to judge.
00:38:56:24

JOHN COOK: It looks like it's sitting down in a little bird's nest.
00:38:58:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  It--it is.  That's exactly--that's a great reference there.
00:39:02:27

JOHN COOK: He's got plenty of green to work with.
00:39:04:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep.  He's gonna use the bounce here.  He's gonna lay it open here and just use the bounce of the club, almost like a bunker shot here. [club swing]
00:39:12:00

JOHN COOK: That came out low and hot.
00:39:14:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: This is--

00:39:14:13

JOHN COOK: Bad strike.  That was a mishit.
00:39:17:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Potenti--well, potentially.  Let's see if it stays on the green here.
00:39:20:17

LANNY WADKINS: That almost looked like a little bit of a--a hobble--

00:39:23:01

JOHN COOK: It was--

00:39:23:16

LANNY WADKINS: --thingamajig.
00:39:24:15

JOHN COOK: We'll call it at least a couple of grooves low.
00:39:28:08

JOHN COOK: Up to 12.
00:39:29:06

BOB PAPA: A good look for David Toms at the 12th for birdie.
00:39:34:27

LANNY WADKINS: Pretty much up the slope for David.  Maybe outside the left edge.  Oh, he made one. [clapping] All right, David.
00:39:42:17

BOB PAPA: He bounces back after the bogey at 11.  Gets back into red figures.
00:39:49:03

LANNY WADKINS: I think he's struggled with speed this week with the new big grip.  I--I think--you know, he's normally a very good judger of pace, Cookie.  And with--he's gone with this bigger grip putting. [putter clicks] And maybe that's affecting his pace this week.  Other than that, the stroke looks good.  But he's hit some funny distance putts.
00:40:09:09

JOHN COOK: Those big grips are meant to take your hands kind of out of, um--and a--a lot of times, on long putts, you need a little bit of play in your stroke for pacing.  And this would be a different feel for Steve Stricker.  A little frustrated now as he slammed that flagstick back in the hole.
00:40:30:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Not bad pace there.  Yet, you know, I noticed that, John.  I'm thinking, "Okay.  He's got a long walk to try to cool himself down."  Yeah.  This is not what he planned out at the start of the day.  It's just been a struggle.

00:40:44:18

JOHN COOK: [club swing] Up to the 15th now, the par 3.  218 today.  Back downwind. [ball thunk] He wants the ball front part of the green, let it run back.  And a [clapping]--another was a quality golf shot from Fred Couples.  He's hit the ball well.  Just hasn't made many putts.
00:41:00:12

JOHN COOK: Now back to the 11th and Steve Stricker for bogey. [putter clicks] [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:41:09:00

JOHN COOK: Okay.  No disaster right there.  But, boy, he had a--just a un-Steve-Stricker-like pitch shot.  He'll drop one. [clapping] Jerry Kelly will tap in.  And get to the 12th tee [music] one shot closer.  Steve Stricker trying to close this out, the Senior--Bridgestone Senior Players Championship, Firestone Country Club.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:41:38:14

JOHN COOK: Up to the par-3 15th. We saw the nice tee shot of Fred Couples.  Now about 12 feet.  A great look here for Fred.
00:41:54:03

JOHN COOK: It needs to go. [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping] There it is.  Two birdies in his last three holes for Fred.  He hasn't made many this week.  Not that you make a lot around Firestone.  But starting to find his stride.
00:42:10:00

BOB PAPA: We take you back down to 13.
00:42:12:22

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker's third now, Billy-Ray. [club swing]
00:42:18:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Take it through the air.
00:42:19:14

JOHN COOK: Needs to spin.
00:42:20:12

CROWD: Oh, wow. [clapping]
00:42:22:08

JOHN COOK: Ooh, it's just a little bit too far.
00:42:24:26

LANNY WADKINS: I thought he'd play more along the ground.  Sometimes it depends on how hard the greens are.
00:42:30:23

BOB PAPA: Fred Couples now to tap in for his birdie.  And [clapping] he's in tie for 4th now with Jim Furyk at 1 over.
00:42:43:29

JOHN COOK: Jerry Kelly now with an opportunity for birdie to pick up at least 1.  A little gust got Jerry right there.  Back away, regroup, refocus.
00:42:58:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It's been that way throughout the day.
00:43:15:18

JOHN COOK: There it is. [cheers and clapping]
00:43:18:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Big-time there.
00:43:20:05

JOHN COOK: Jerry Kelly's job has been done at 13.  Steve Stricker now has got a good 12 feet for par.
00:43:32:00

JOHN COOK: He keeps his head nice and steady, right there.  A little pop stroke.  And it's just enough energy to go right in the center. [cheers and clapping]
00:43:40:03

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker now at 13 for par.  It moves a little right-to-left.  Not as fast as you think it is.
00:43:55:13

MALE: Oh!

00:43:57:15

JOHN COOK: That lost speed and energy right from the start.  Now-- [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:44:05:22

JOHN COOK: Fred Couples now at the 17th. [club swing] Back up the hill.  Coming off some birdies.
00:44:11:24

JOE LACAVE: I'm not saying anything.  It looks perfect. [ball thunk]
00:44:13:00

JOHN COOK: Back left hole location.  Will it hold?  It did. [clapping] [chuckle] Did you hear Joe LaCava?

00:44:19:20

JOHN COOK: Back to 14.
00:44:24:18

BOB PAPA: Jerry Kelly will be first to play.  Billy-Ray, what about the lie?

00:44:27:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, it came out of its original pitch mark.  So it sits on the upslope.  It's a nice, clean lie.  He'll be playing this bunker shot back into the wind.  That--off this upslope, I--I gotta think, you've gotta fly this ball almost to the hole here coming out of this lie.  Maybe a couple or three feet short.  That's it.  He's playing back into the wind, as well.
00:44:53:24

BOB PAPA: At this point, Lanny, you'd think if we have no blood on this hole, we're in good shape here for Jerry Kelly. [club swing]
00:44:59:01

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  He needs to put it up there for not much work for his 4.  And he's gonna have a lot of work left.
00:45:04:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm.
00:45:04:11

LANNY WADKINS: That was not a particularly good bunker shot.
00:45:06:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Not at all.  Caught a lot of sand.  Came out low.
00:45:09:24

JOHN COOK: Fred Couples now for birdie at 17.  Joe LaCava says it's--"I'm not saying anything.  This is perfect."  See if he can take advantage of it. [cheers and clapping]
00:45:20:00

JOHN COOK: Fred Couples, fourth birdie in the last five holes.
00:45:23:04

LANNY WADKINS: Have you noticed all these putts, he's gone left-hand-low from the longer distance and made them all?
00:45:29:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: To Jerry Kelly.
00:45:32:26

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  You don't want to turn right around and give him--give it--give one back after getting two the last hole.
00:45:39:02

JERRY KELLY: Yeah.  I mean, I'm just looking at a lot of shine in the beginning.  So do you--do you think it's not gonna go back that much?
00:45:43:15

MALE: Well, you tell me.
00:45:44:08

JERRY KELLY: Okay.
00:45:47:09

LANNY WADKINS: It's a good place for a statement by Kelly here, Billy-Ray.  A chance to say, "I am--I am not going away.  Uh, you may get me.  But I'm gonna be there all the way."
00:45:54:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He makes this, we'll see definitely a pump of the fist.
00:46:11:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Never moved.
00:46:13:04

LANNY WADKINS: Looks like it almost went right.  The back of this green is another one of the--it's one of the three greens we're talking about that's tough to read. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:46:26:08

BOB PAPA: So Jerry Kelly falls to 4 under, now 3 behind Stricker.  But Stricker still has a little work left for his par.
00:46:43:07

BOB PAPA: [cup rattles] [clapping] So now Stricker's lead is 3 with a par at 14 to Kelly's bogey.
00:46:52:15

BOB PAPA: David Toms playing his second into 16. [club swing]
00:46:59:05

LANNY WADKINS: That looked like a long iron, going at the left side of the green.  Maybe not taking the flag on.  But yeah, not a bad play.
00:47:12:09

BOB PAPA: We saw the wonderful shot by Couples into 18.  Can he finish with four straight birdies and 4 in his last five holes?
00:47:23:00

MALE: Fall in.
00:47:23:13

CROWD: Oh!
00:47:25:25

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good putt, right there.  Just burned that edge.
00:47:30:16

BOB PAPA: Couples shoots 31 on the back. [clapping] And a 67 here in the Final Round, which has him climbing up the Leaderboard.  He's now in solo 3rd.
00:47:57:10

BOB PAPA: Back at 16, Defending Champion Jerry Kelly.  Can he save his par?
00:48:04:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He's made some crucial par putts today, has Kelly.
00:48:09:23

MALE: Ah!

00:48:13:13

BOB PAPA: So a bogey for Kelly at 16.
00:48:15:29

LANNY WADKINS: And you know what, Billy-Ray?  It just--it really has not been a vintage Jerry Kelly ball-striking day, has it? [clapping]
00:48:23:23

BOB PAPA: Ernie Els for his par.  His tee shot down the right-hand side.  It was behind a tree.  He had to pitch out.  Played his third to here.  And does not make the par.  So Ernie with bogey at 18, [clapping] a 2-over 72.
00:48:57:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: All right.  All set to go here on the left-hand side of the fairway is Stricker.  142 yards.  It's a pitching wedge.  Second shot plays back downhill.  And a helping wind here. [club swing]
00:49:33:06

LANNY WADKINS: Carried it pretty deep.  And it hit soft.  So good shot there by Stricker. [clapping] The way to finish it off.
00:49:40:06

BOB PAPA: And Billy-Ray, I know that Jerry Kelly's a fighter and he doesn't want to give up his title.  But I--I'm sure that, you know, if he was gonna get beat by anybody, I'm sure he's pretty happy that to see that it's his buddy.
00:50:01:08

BOB PAPA: And the other thing, too, and you know, Stricker led in the first two Majors this year, through 54 holes and wasn't able to close it out, beaten by Alex Cejka twice.  And here he was able to steady the ship.  We showed you the shots of the tournament, the birdie at 6 after a poor tee shot.  And then the tee shot at the par-3 7th.  Really kind of gave him some breathing room.
00:50:31:00

LANNY WADKINS: Well, I always felt that if he shot even par today, he would take care of business.  And this is to shoot 1 under for the day.
00:50:40:23

MALE: Go.
00:50:42:14

LANNY WADKINS: Get out of here with even par.  That's gonna be a nice round.  That's a--that's a good score at Firestone. [clapping]
00:50:53:13

LANNY WADKINS: I think Firestone played about as hard this week as I've seen it play in some time.  Usually the greens are a touch more--we ully ha--usually have more rain around this area this time of year.  The greens were a touch more receptive.  They've been firm and challenging.  And the rough has been up.  It's been a magnificent test all week long.
00:51:16:21

LANNY WADKINS: And kudos to the field staff.  They set it up nicely.  They did stuff at 16 and--and places, gave guys chances.  I thought it made it nice and exciting.
00:51:30:01

BOB PAPA: Tough finish for the Defending Champ, Jerry Kelly, with three straight bogeys.  So he'll finish [cup rattles] [clapping] at 1 under.  And Lanny, last year, when this man won, only Jerry Kelly and Scott Parel were under par.  And in 2021, only Stricker and Kelly under par. [clapping] And Steve Stricker is your 2021 Bridgestone Senior Players Champion.
00:52:08:03
End of Recording
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