PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS - SAS CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:32:02

WHIT WATSON: The PGA Tour Champions back in Cary, North Carolina for the 20th year.  The SAS Championship here at Prestonwood Country Club in Cary, North Carolina. Whit Watson, Lanny Watkins, John Cook, and Billy-Ray Brown with you.
00:00:45:20

WHIT WATSON: And a look at Jim Furyk at number 12, with Corey Pavin in the lead by one at 4 under.  Billy-Ray is down there with this group at this par 5.
00:00:55:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Thank you, Whit.  255 yards left for Jim Furyk.  242 to the front of the green.  Furyk back to even par [club swing] after birdies at 9 and 10.  He's gotta carry the penalty area.  220 carries that.
00:01:09:12

LANNY WADKINS: Ooh.  And that was--

00:01:09:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And that was out and in the right, and finds the aquatic penalty area there on the right-hand side.
00:01:13:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  That did not look a solid strike at all by Furyk.  Very disappointing for him at the 12th.
00:01:18:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And now, where he's gotta drop it now, he's gonna have a long fourth shot here at the par 5 that's reachable.
00:01:25:26

WHIT WATSON: Ernie Els playing in this group with Furyk and David Toms.  Big tee shot here, Billy-Ray, from Big Easy.
00:01:32:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Huge tee shot.  And just 232 total.  He's hit up the right-hand side.  The ball sits on the upslope, which is gonna help him here.  Hole location on that left-hand.  Now, if you miss it left, there is this collection area.  There is a kick left that makes it difficult third, just left of the green if he misses there. [club swing]
00:01:55:09

LANNY WADKINS: It's a shot you've really gotta be aggressive with.  Otherwise, you're--you're not even looking at a chance to get it up and down.  And that's a wonderful strike by Ernie Els.
00:02:02:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I love this shot in which he played there.  He brought it in low from right to left and tried to chase it up there.  And now he's got a fantastic look for eagle, does Els.
00:02:12:20

WHIT WATSON: Ernie Els already a winner on the PGA Tour Champions this year.  Early highlights from Doug Barron at the 13th.
00:02:20:07

LANNY WADKINS: He's already--he started on the back nine.  Birdied his first three holes.  And then this little putt from 60 feet.  What a way to get your day going.
00:02:29:09

WHIT WATSON: Four straight birdies for Barron to open up his Opening Round.  Corey Pavin playing at the 10th, his second shot.
00:02:35:13

LANNY WADKINS: Hole location back left.  Corey's in the left side of that fairway.  You can bet he's gonna work something in right-to-left, use the slope. [ball thunk] And there it is.  What a gorgeous shot by Pavin.
00:02:47:24

WHIT WATSON: To tap-in range for Pavin.  He would make the birdie there at 10, get to 3 under par.  And then at the 11th for back-to-back birdies.
00:02:54:15

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Another quality iron shot, in here just about six feet for Corey.  No problem.  Walks that in. [clapping]
00:03:00:11

WHIT WATSON: So Pavin getting to 4 under.  And he atop the Leaderboard.  Bernhard Langer, a former Champion here.  In fact, a two-time winner in Cary, North Carolina.
00:03:09:26

LANNY WADKINS: At the 11th.  He's gonna go flag-hunting.  Takes it [ball thunk] straight at it.  What a gorgeous play by Langer.  Almost a one. [clapping]
00:03:17:22

WHIT WATSON: Oh.  Just hangs on the edge.  And a tap-in birdie for Langer.  Colin Montgomerie at the 12th.
00:03:24:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Played a gorgeous little wedge in here.  Laid up, nice wedge to here, about eight feet. [cup rattles]
00:03:28:10

MALE: Nice putt.
00:03:28:16

LANNY WADKINS: No problem.  Monty's got it rolling pretty well.
00:03:30:26

WHIT WATSON: He was one over par after six holes today.  And Monty has turned things around to go 4 under since.  And he's part of a large group at minus 3.  There's Corey Pavin by himself at 4 under par.  Kevin Sutherland with a large group at 2 under in the Opening Round of the SAS Championship.
00:03:49:29

JOHN COOK: Bernhard Langer's second at 13 from the middle of the fairway.  Great look at this hole location. [club swing] Three birdies, three bogeys for Bernhard.  Kind of an inconsistent card for the great Bernhard Langer.  But what a beautiful second shot.  That'll give him a really good look.  He got on the perfect level.
00:04:09:10

JOHN COOK: We saw that beautiful second from Bernhard Langer.  Let's see if he can cash in on this opportunity.  Of course, he will.  He did if he was a--

00:04:18:22

LANNY WADKINS: He nearly walked that one, Cookie.
00:04:20:07

JOHN COOK: Yeah.
00:04:20:07

LANNY WADKINS: He did the hole before.  And it missed.
00:04:21:05

JOHN COOK: He did.  He's--we've--we've seen him do that a few times, Lanny.
00:04:23:28

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, we have.
00:04:25:21

JOHN COOK: Yeah.  Now Ernie Els way off to the right.  It looks like he might have an opening.
00:04:29:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He does.  He has, you know, pretty much a clear path about 40 yards.  But he has a lone pine tree just in front of him about 40 yards.  He can choose to go left or right.  But I would expect him to go right and maybe just a little draw.  And the great thing is, he's coming off a lie that is very bare.  It doesn't sit on the pine straw.  So he's got a clean lie here.  He can do anything he wants to with this ball.  It's gonna be coming in low a little bit from right to left to try to chase it up onto the green here.
00:04:58:27

JOHN COOK: He's got the plumb bob going.  Okay.  I like it.
00:05:01:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] Well, that tree sits--I mean, it's--it's right there, right in front of you.  If he doesn't curve it in one direction and hits it straight, he takes the chance of striking that pine tree.
00:05:09:29

JOHN COOK: Like Billy-Ray said, fortunate that it's lying clean.  So he can play any type of shot that he wishes.
00:05:16:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I think he's looking out to the right here.
00:05:20:04

JOHN COOK: Giving himself a little dink draw. [club swing] Keep it low.  You can see the ball curve.  It needs to hit softly.  It did.
00:05:28:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle]
00:05:28:14

JOHN COOK: And well done.  He's gonna use that slope.  What a play.  Outstanding work by Hall-of-Famer Ernie Els.
00:05:37:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  What did he say?  "Don't try that at home?" [chuckle]
00:05:40:16

JOHN COOK: We saw where Corey Pavin hit his second at 17.  It looks like he drew a pretty good lie.  So this shouldn't be too difficult [club swing] for one of the best pitchers of the golf ball we've ever seen.
00:05:50:02

CORY PAVIN: Oh!  I carried it too far.
00:05:51:27

JOHN COOK: That went--

00:05:51:24

COREY PAVIN: Oh!

00:05:52:11

JOHN COOK: --a little too far.  Good commentary by Corey.
00:05:57:04

WHIT WATSON: Back at 16, and Jim Furyk.  Just a little bit long with that second shot.
00:06:02:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He's got about, I don't know, two-and-a-half, three feet of fringe to go through before it comes back downhill.
00:06:21:28

LANNY WADKINS: You don't see him leave the flagstick in very often, Billy-Ray.
00:06:24:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: No.  This is, uh, something different.  He just gently gets it going downhill.  How about that? [cheers and clapping] Well, Lanny--

00:06:33:29

LANNY WADKINS: Whatever he did, it worked.
00:06:36:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, I guess--guess what?  I betcha the next time we see that, he'll have the flagstick in. [chuckle]
00:06:39:17

LANNY WADKINS: I'll bet so, too.
00:06:41:12

WHIT WATSON: Now David Toms for birdie at 16.
00:06:44:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Just off the edge of the green.  It comes out over that slope, turning back to the left downhill.  This looks good.  Pin--

00:06:49:20

MALE: Yeah. [cheers and clapping]
00:06:53:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: There you go.  Missed the fairway left.  Missed the green right.  Birdie.  Figure it out.
00:06:59:06

MALE: Awesome. [clapping]
00:07:02:05

LANNY WADKINS: Big mistake here by Clarkie, Cookie, running this thing this far by.  I mean, you'd like to make eagle.  But you know, when you've got a chance to two-putt for birdie, you only want about a foot or so left.
00:07:12:05

JOHN COOK: Definitely.  Definitely.  Let me run up and tap it in.  Bernhard Langer did make birdie, tapped in.  This has got some left-to-right in it.  Gotta keep the pace up.  Hit just on the left edge and let it go.  And that was--creeped it in the middle. [clapping] Okay.
00:07:35:22

WHIT WATSON: Bernhard Langer playing his 3rd at the 18th.  He drove it in trouble.  Punched out to here. [club swing]

00:07:40:10

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Over against that bunker.  Really did--had--had no stance at all.
00:07:45:02

CROWD: Oh!

00:07:44:27

LANNY WADKINS: But, uh, no problem with that third shot.  What a beauty there by Bernhard.
00:07:51:17

JOHN COOK: Now David Toms for eagle.
00:07:55:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Putting back up the slope here.  David's really got a good look at it.
00:08:04:20

JOHN COOK: Not a whole lot of to this, actually.
00:08:06:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  It's not.  It's pretty level.  And as you said, back up hill.  And you wouldn't have thought, after the tee shot, that he would be closest for the eagle, and actually, the only eagle putt here at the par 5.
00:08:21:18

JOHN COOK: Yeah.  It doesn't do a whole lot.  Might come left at the end.  And okay.  He'll take 4.  After that birdie at 16.  Kind of unexpected back there.  But a couple of birdies in a row.  Got a front hole location at number 18.  Hit a good drive, turn that into a birdie hole.  And be a nice, steady round of golf for [clapping]--for David.
00:08:44:12

JOHN COOK: Back to 17 now.  Jim Furyk after that bunker shot, a birdie look.
00:08:48:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  A great look.  Not much in.  You gotta keep it inside the hole here.  Trying to go bird after that bunker shot.  Don't want to give one away here.  Player stands on this par 5, you've gotta at least make 4 here.  If you don't, you feel like you'll give a [clapping]--at least a half a shot, maybe a full shot, back to the field.
00:09:07:08

JOHN COOK: A nice little run here for Jim Furyk after that bogey at 12 at 14.  Now three birdies in a row.  Gets him under par.  Gets him in the red.
00:09:18:18

WHIT WATSON: Woody Austin to tie the lead at 16.
00:09:21:29

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty simple look here from over the green.  This fringe is very nice and smooth.  And actually, back uphill.  No speed issues.  Never quite had it on line.  He knew it from the start.
00:09:37:20

WHIT WATSON: Now Jim Furyk took a long look at David Toms' putt.
00:09:43:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  That would indicate, Whit, you've gotta keep it inside the hole.  I don't know how the putt of Toms did not go left.  We'll see if it's true to form with the putt of Jim Furyk.
00:09:54:14

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Sometimes, you're torn if you're Furyk.  Do you go by what you just saw with Toms' putt?  Or do you go by what your eyes read? [cheers and clapping]
00:10:09:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, whatever it is--
00:10:10:09

LANNY WADKINS: He made it.
00:10:10:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He made it.
00:10:12:16

LANNY WADKINS: I'll tell you what.  That right-hand--

00:10:12:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: What a finish.
00:10:13:18

LANNY WADKINS: --low is working for him, Billy-Ray.  It's--it's--I'm having a hard time getting used to seeing--

00:10:17:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle]
00:10:17:09

LANNY WADKINS: --Jim Furyk with right-hand low.  He's putted his entire career with left-hand low.
00:10:23:07

WHIT WATSON: Let's take you back out to the 17th, the par 5.  Woody Austin with a chance to tie the lead.  Third player to get to 5 under.  And yes, he does.  So as we run up against the end of our allotted time here on Friday, three players now at 5 under par. [music] Opening Round of the SAS Championship.  Corey Pavin is the leader in the clubhouse with that round of 67.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:10:55:23

WHIT WATSON: Cary, North Carolina, about 30 miles west of the State Capital of Raleigh, the SAS Championship at Prestonwood Country Club on the PGA Tour Champions.  Overcast skies.  Rain earlier this morning, giving way to sunny skies here on Saturday.  Whit Watson with Lanny Watkins, John Cook, and Billy-Ray Brown for live Second Round coverage.
00:11:19:15

LANNY WADKINS: Now, Corey Pavin's a guy who really likes to work it.  I wouldn't be surprised to see him take this flag on.
00:11:26:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, one of his go-to shots when he's under pressure.  We've all seen Corey play a lot and played with him.  Um, in tournaments, in the reference, he likes to go to that little low fade.  And that would bode well here for this shot.
00:11:41:03

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Maybe just a little higher than his normal low one might be good.
00:11:43:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle] Yeah.
00:11:46:21

LANNY WADKINS: That green is not the deepest on that line.  So he needs something up a little--with a little bit of height that will stop. [club swing]
00:11:55:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, solid strike, there.
00:11:57:29

COREY PAVIN: Get up.
00:11:59:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It needs to get up.  Right on line, though.
00:12:01:12

LANNY WADKINS: And he's right at the flag.  I'd say he took it on.  What a shot.
00:12:08:22

WHIT WATSON: Pavin shot 67 here yesterday, which matched his best of the year.  Ernie Els earlier.  This was for eagle at the 7th.
00:12:17:04

LANNY WADKINS: Two big shots on the par 5.  And [cheers and clapping] about 15 feet.  Gets that to go down.
00:12:22:07

WHIT WATSON: He got to 4 under par.  Defending Champion Jerry Kelly, this was at the 4th.
00:12:27:04

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  He started on number 10.  So this is his 13th hole.  And Jerry it cooking--

00:12:31:15

MALE: Yeah. [clapping]
00:12:31:29

LANNY WADKINS: --today.  5 under.
00:12:34:09

WHIT WATSON: Bernhard Langer, who won this tournament the year before Kelly did, this was his second at 9.
00:12:39:13

LANNY WADKINS: And Bernhard likes to play shots much like Corey Pavin, who we just alluded to.  He plays a little undercut 9 left of the flag, uses the slope.  Wonderful play. [clapping]
00:12:50:02

WHIT WATSON: Langer would make that birdie putt to go to 4 under.  Jim Furyk for birdie at the 9th.
00:12:55:07

LANNY WADKINS: Also a nice shot in here by Furyk.  Straight down the hill.  Just--

00:12:57:29

MALE: Yeah. [clapping]
00:12:58:17

LANNY WADKINS: --buries that one.
00:13:00:29

WHIT WATSON: Looking to win a third consecutive start on the PGA Tour Champions, Kevin Sutherland now at 7.
00:13:07:22

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  A nice shot in here by Kevin.  Just a little simple birdie for him.  He's not a nice--nice day going.  Right in the middle of the fight.
00:13:15:13

WHIT WATSON: He's to 6 under.  And here is Austin for birdie at the 6th.
00:13:18:27

LANNY WADKINS: A good par 4.  A nice look here for Woody.  About 25 feet, right up the slope.  And he buries that one. [clapping] Putting with a little confidence right now.
00:13:27:25

WHIT WATSON: He only needed 26 putts yesterday, Lanny.  He said that was the difference.  He actually said if he had putted like that for his entire career, he would have had a much better career.  As long as that putter stays hot, Woody Austin may be near the top of this Leaderboard.  Three players behind him at minus 6.  And a big group at 5 under at the SAS Championship.
00:13:47:03

WHIT WATSON: Scott Parel at the 10th with a chance for birdie.  He is at 5 under.
00:13:51:23

LANNY WADKINS: Good second shot in here.  This is downhill, down grain, as well.  And that's the simple way to keep it from running by the hole.  Just bury it.
00:14:02:21

LANNY WADKINS: Take a look.  We are at Prestonwood Country Club in Cary, North Carolina.  Opened in 1988.  Tom Jackson did all three of the courses here.  419.  Bermuda grass fairways.  And these greens are spectacular Champion Bermuda.
00:14:17:26

WHIT WATSON: Colin Montgomerie at the 10th has this for birdie.  This would put him in the lead.
00:14:23:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Just a wonderful shot in here, Whit.  Landed it in the only spot he could land it to get it close.  Just over the bunker and the fringe.  Downhill, about 12 feet, and quick.  And in.
00:14:36:06

WHIT WATSON: There you go. [clapping]
00:14:39:22

WHIT WATSON: The 2017 SAS Championship Winner, Colin Montgomerie, is now the solo leader.
00:14:44:13

WHIT WATSON: This was a moment ago at 14.  Cameron Beckman, who is not a fulltime member of the PGA Tour Champions, [club swing] coming off his best finish on this Tour two weeks ago at the Pure Insurance Championship, [bang] tied for 10th.  Hello. [cheers and clapping]
00:15:00:10

LANNY WADKINS: Talk about your slam dunk. And for starters, it was a great tee shot, right down the right-hand side.  And then, pick them off two and a time. Not even a ball mark to fix, Whit.

00:15:11:13

WHIT WATSON: Well, he might have to fix the cup.
00:15:13:00

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.
00:15:17:07

WHIT WATSON: Parel [club swing], second at 12.
00:15:19:02

LANNY WADKINS: Dangerous shot for him, because he's gonna start it well over the penalty area to the right and bring it in.  What a great play by Scott Parel.
00:15:35:00

JOHN COOK: Bernhard Langer from the middle of the fairway at 15, back right hole location. [club swing] Cut five steps over.  There's a little downslope and--and ridge. [ball thunk] Trying to work it from left to right.  That's well done. [clapping]
00:15:52:08

JOHN COOK: Jim Furyk now from the middle of the fairway. [club swing] If he watched Bernhard Langer's shot come in here, he knows there's a little bit of a ridge right there.  And it lands on--right on the downslope.  And a beautiful effort for Jim Furyk. [clapping] Hit it a foot here yesterday.  And back-to-back birdies at 15.  That doesn't happen very often.
00:16:19:09

LANNY WADKINS: It looks like he's looking just outside that right edge.
00:16:31:01

LANNY WADKINS: He pulled that from the get-go.  That started left.  That wasn't even close.
00:16:40:15

LANNY WADKINS: That's disappointing after hitting that--that high a quality of fairway wood in there, to not capitalize and make eagle.
00:16:48:21

JOHN COOK: Up to the 15th.  And saw a real nice approach shot from Bernhard Langer.  A good look here from about seven feet.  It should move slightly left-to-right.
00:17:18:20

JOHN COOK: [cup rattles] Right in the center. [clapping] No problem for the great Bernhard Langer.
00:17:23:25

LANNY WADKINS: He walks those in about as good as anybody, doesn't he?
00:17:26:12

JOHN COOK: That he does. [chuckle]
00:17:28:17

JOHN COOK: After that brilliant approach shot, Jim Furyk now for--a couple of feet for birdie.  A familiar routine of Jim Furyk, where he gets up over the putt, looks like he's gonna hit it, then back away and gets right back in there. [putter clicks] [ball thunk] [clapping]
00:17:47:09

MALE: Go Jim.
00:17:47:19

JOHN COOK: Another nice birdie.  He birdied here yesterday.
00:17:49:22

LANNY WADKINS: You know, Cookie--

00:17:50:08

JOHN COOK: He got on a--he got on a streak.
00:17:51:22

LANNY WADKINS: --with that start he had yesterday, I thought, "Well, this will be the week it isn't gonna happen for Furyk."  But all of a sudden, he is right there.
00:17:59:21

WHIT WATSON: Jim Furyk is one shot off the lead.  He is bidding to become the first player in the history of the PGA Tour Champions, the PGA Tour, any PGA Tour Sanctioned tour, to win in his first three starts.  A lot of golf left.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:18:21:26

WHIT WATSON: Well, Darren Clarke is in there close for birdie.  And Clarkie can get to minus 6.
00:18:27:13

LANNY WADKINS: We've got a nice Leaderboard right behind our leaders.  I mean, we've got Els, and Clarke, Furyk, all just right there, you know, knocking on the door.  It could be one heck of a shoot-out tomorrow.  Darren is due to go low and--and take one of these tournaments down. [clapping]
00:18:53:28

WHIT WATSON: Back at the 16th, Ernie Els in close for birdie.
00:18:58:19

LANNY WADKINS: He's gotta take advantage of this one.  A pretty simple look here for Ernie. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]

00:19:07:05

MALE: Yeah.
00:19:07:09

LANNY WADKINS: And he does. [clapping] Right in the middle.  And the big man's got a par 5 coming up that he can reach in two.
00:19:14:29

WHIT WATSON: We've got another player at 6 under.  Half the field is one shot off the lead right now.
00:19:24:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And Colin will be next to play here. [club swing] 182 yards.  And I'm sure he's thinking, "Okay.  I cannot put it where Marco Dawson did.  I've got to get it over that ridge."  If you do just get over that ridge, it will turn back hard from left to right.  To get to that ridge, though, he's looking right at 174 yards into that ridge. [club swing] The rest of the way downhill.  Well, he's gonna try to fly it all the way back there.
00:19:55:15

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good swing right there by Monty. [ball thunk] And gorgeous shot.
00:19:57:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm. [clapping]
00:19:59:07

LANNY WADKINS: He just took it straight at that thing, Billy-Ray.  That was well-done.
00:20:03:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That was a very, very impressive play there by Montgomerie.
00:20:07:25

JOHN COOK: Now up to the 17th, the par 5.  Doug Barron, eagle opportunity.  It'll go right and back down to the left.  It gets quick right there.
00:20:18:18

MALE: Come on.  Come on!

00:20:18:18

JOHN COOK: And hello, Dolly. [cheers and clapping]
00:20:25:15

JOHN COOK: Well done.  Winner last year up at the Dick's Sporting Goods.
00:20:33:07

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke at the 15th now for birdie, and a share of the lead.
00:20:42:15

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke making a run. [clapping] A clean card, four birdies, no bogeys, and a share of the lead.
00:20:55:01

JOHN COOK: Welcome back to the SAS Championship.  Jim Furyk's eagle opportunity there at 17. [cheers and clapping] There we go.
00:21:03:12

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good bounce-back, Cookie.
00:21:05:04

JOHN COOK: Great bounce-back stat right there.
00:21:09:05

WHIT WATSON: Here is the card for Vijay Singh today, with a round of 66.  And that included a hole-out for eagle at the 18th, a 4/2 finish.  Playing a couple of groups ahead of the final group today.  So quite the finish for Vijay.  And that's how he got to that 8 under number.
00:21:28:07

JOHN COOK: Kirk Triplett now, after that beautiful drive.
00:21:31:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And a much better angle than what Montgomerie had, from that left-hand side of the fairway, 146 yards.  I think he'll take something off this.  It's right there between 8 and [club swing] 9 iron for him.  But that was a little soft swing there. [ball thunk]
00:21:45:24

WHIT WATSON: Got that little soft arm, little--

00:21:48:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:21:48:16

JOHN COOK: --A very abbreviated follow-through, trying to cut in there.  Tommy Anderson, his caddie, right there.  He caddied for me about ten years.  And he loved seeing that shot.
00:21:58:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He loves working for Kirk, too.
00:22:00:12

LANNY WADKINS: He's got a much simpler model or demeanor to handle right now.
00:22:02:23

JOHN COOK and BILLY-RAY BROWN: [laugh]
00:22:04:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That was my thoughts exactly, Lanny.
00:22:06:23

WHIT WATSON: Austin for birdie at 14.  Oh, give him one.  Give him one.
00:22:15:07

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, yeah. [cheers and clapping]
00:22:18:13

MALE: Great putt. Whoo!

00:22:20:21

LANNY WADKINS: He makes that one after missing all the short ones.  Go figure.
00:22:25:14

WHIT WATSON: You know what that is?  That's golf.
00:22:27:05

LANNY WADKINS: That's golf.
00:22:28:03

WHIT WATSON: [Chuckle] Woodrow back to 6, two shots off the lead.  Vijay Singh posting 66 today.
00:22:40:02

WHIT WATSON: Here's the 18th with the Prestonwood Clubhouse in the background.  Langer. [club swing]
00:22:45:17

LANNY WADKINS: Coming out of the rough.  Got to be able to control the distance.  The lie looked like it was pretty good. [ball thunk]
00:22:51:18

MALE: Oh, yeah.
00:22:52:17

LANNY WADKINS: And the shot was even better. [clapping] What a play by Langer.  I think he's gonna tie Vijay at 8.
00:23:01:08

WHIT WATSON: Two-time Winner of the event, Bernhard Langer.
00:23:04:17

JOHN COOK: Marco Dawson now, birdie putt.  15.  Beautiful.  Right down--right in the center. [clapping] Right down the hill.
00:23:13:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah. [chuckle] Well, he thought that was a good shot.  But didn't get it inside the shot of Kirk Triplett.
00:23:18:03

WHIT WATSON: Well, Langer had to wait a little bit longer at the 18th, because Els was outside of him.  He did make his bogey putt.  So now, finally, Langer for birdie.
00:23:30:03

LANNY WADKINS: To tie the lead.  It can't be more than two-and-a-half, three feet.  A pretty straight look from right here. [putter clicks] [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:23:58:26

WHIT WATSON: Bernhard Langer looking to become the first player ever to win this event three times.
00:24:04:11

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke's third from just short of the green, second cut of rough.  A little pitch back down the hill.  Check, release.  Oh, that looked good.  It just broke across the hole.  Well done, though.  The putt will try to get him to 8 under and a share.
00:24:26:26

WHIT WATSON: Let's see if Cameron Beckman can close with a birdie here. [putter clicks]
00:24:32:04

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty simple look, here.  Right where Langer had, just a hair longer. [clapping] And no problem.  Nice round for Cameron Beckman, 68, gets him to just two off the lead.
00:24:44:10

WHIT WATSON: Second shot at the 18th, Darren Clarke.
00:24:47:25

LANNY WADKINS: Took it over the right bunker.  This is out of the rough. [club swing] But he's got a lot of green to work with.  From this angle, this hole location's all the way back left for Darren. [ball thunk] Ooh, he carried it too far. Ooh, it stopped quick. [clapping] Didn't know the lie was that good out of the rough.  What a great shot.  That's for the lead for Darren.
00:25:07:20

WHIT WATSON: Woody Austin to get into that group at 8 under.
00:25:20:16

LANNY WADKINS: Good putt there by Woody.  Wouldn't one he could really run at.  He had to be a little careful.
00:25:25:11

WHIT WATSON: Corey Pavin for a birdie at 16.
00:25:27:25

LANNY WADKINS: That was a better-looking stroke. [cup rattles] And a much better result. [clapping]
00:25:38:14

WHIT WATSON: Now Darren Clarke to break out of a four-way tie for the lead.
00:25:46:15

LANNY WADKINS: Just got to get it on line.  It's right down grain. [clapping] And he did.  Clarkie taking the lead.
00:25:54:25

WHIT WATSON: Darren Clarke the 2011 Champion Golfer of the Year, leads by one.
00:26:02:06

WHIT WATSON: Colin Montgomerie in the fairway at 18.
00:26:04:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, I can tell you, it's really starting to [club swing] come down pretty hard right now.  But also, it's very dark to get a visual of where that hole's at today.  That was from 168.  You don't need a visual when you do that.  This looks good. [cheers and clapping]
00:26:17:25

LANNY WADKINS: Uh, that'll be three, at least, Billy-Ray.  It's about as close as you can come to two.  Great shot.
00:26:22:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Overlap] Well, that will get him into the final grouping, as well.
00:26:27:00

JOHN COOK: Corey Pavin for his birdie.  He hit it in the middle of the green and putted it to there.
00:26:31:20

MALE: Nice putt. [clapping]
00:26:33:04

JOHN COOK: There we go.  Corey's starting to feel it again there, Lanny, with that putter, that peanut-head Bullseye.
00:26:39:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  He got a couple of strokes that actually went through the ball for a change.  Looked better the last two.
00:26:50:12

JOHN COOK: He's saying, "Come on, boys.  Giddyup."
00:26:54:22

JOHN COOK: Woody Austin now for a two-putt birdie.  It'll get him within one. [clapping]
00:27:06:03

WHIT WATSON: Colin Montgomerie [clapping] beats the rain with a tap-in birdie at 18.  9 under to share the lead with Darren Clarke.
00:27:17:03

WHIT WATSON: Darren Clarke, Woody Austin, all at 9 under par as they head to the Final Round.  Bernhard Langer bidding to win this event for a third time.  Montgomerie is also a former Champion, won here in 2017.  He talked about that in his interview with Billy-Ray Brown.
00:27:32:22

WHIT WATSON: Jim Furyk, you saw him on Page One.  He's trying to become the first player in history to win his first three starts on any PGA Tour-sanctioned tour.  It's never been done.
00:27:44:09

WHIT WATSON: Kirk Triplett, right there, at 6 under.
00:27:48:16

WHIT WATSON: Gene Sauers, a bit of a rough day.  Followed him a little bit.  John Daly playing well.  Was even yesterday.  And 3 under on his round today. [music]
00:28:00:10

WHIT WATSON: Mike Weir 1 under today.  Gary Nicklaus and Jerry Haas, two notable names in the field.  Jerry Haas the golf coach at Wake Forest.  1 under on his round today.  Gary Nicklaus 4 under today, to turn things around. [music]
00:28:20:23

WHIT WATSON: Rocco Mediate with a big group at even par.  Twentieth year of this event.  They've all been played at Prestonwood Country Club.
00:28:33:01

WHIT WATSON: Take you through some highlights from Day Number Two.  One of the co-leaders, Vijay Singh, this was for eagle at 7.
00:28:43:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Two good shots in here.  And down the slope.  Being careful with it.  And beautiful putt there by Vijay. [clapping]
00:28:52:27

WHIT WATSON: And we take you to the 18th with Bernhard Langer. [club swing]
00:28:58:02

LANNY WADKINS: Coming out of the rough.  Gotta be careful with how far this carries.  And then what it does.  He lets it land on top, plays for the release out the second cut. [clapping] Extremely well-judged, there by Langer.
00:29:11:02

WHIT WATSON: And Langer would make the birdie putt there to get to 8 under par.
00:29:14:29

WHIT WATSON: Darren Clarke at the time was the solo leader. [clapping] And I misspoke.  Vijay was the solo leader when he posted.  He holed out at the 18th for an eagle, but then got caught by Clarke at 9 under, and by this man, [club swing] Colin Montgomerie, his second shot at 18.
00:29:29:22

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he to--he said he hit a great 8 iron here.  Flies it all the way back in there on that downslope.  Downslope with downgrain.  And just beautiful shot there by Monty to finish off his day.
00:29:41:07

WHIT WATSON: A tap-in birdie to go to 9 under.  And then Woody Austin.
00:29:45:20

LANNY WADKINS: A beautiful putt here at 18.  Good read.  Just outside the right edge. [cheers and clapping] Perfect pace.  Woody got the putter going at the end.  He needs to get it going all day tomorrow. [music]
00:29:58:27

WHIT WATSON: On the first day, six of the nine hardest holes on the golf course were on the front.  So the second nine is apparently the nine where these players have the best chance to make up ground.  Par 72.  It's a 35 on the front, 37 on the back.  A couple of par 5s that can be reached. [music]
00:30:22:05

WHIT WATSON: We followed Marco Dawson a little bit today.
00:30:24:17

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And the second nine, the--the thing about it, it--it's not overly long in places, Whit.  So if you hit good tee shots, put it in the fairway, you've got--and you heard Colin say he had eight 8 irons today.  So he--you can have a number of short irons.  But the key to this golf course is going to be putting it in the fairway.  That--you know, from the fairway is when you can get it close and you can attack these hole locations.  We're gonna have some rain.  Greens are gonna be a little softer tomorrow, but also a little harder to control your iron shots out of the wet stuff.
00:30:55:09

WHIT WATSON: We have eight players within two shots of the lead.  Fourteen players within three shots of the lead.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:31:07:22

WHIT WATSON: Heavy rain this morning and overnight in the Research Triangle, leaving us with a wet golf course today at Prestonwood Country Club.  They are playing "lift, clean, and place" for this Final Round of the 20th SAS Championship. [music]
00:31:24:09

WHIT WATSON: It is the seventh event on the PGA Tour Champions since the restart, five-month hiatus.  On to Richmond, Virginia next week.  Whit Watson, Lanny Wadkins with you for our Championship Sunday coverage.  John Cook and Billy-Ray Brown out on the golf course today.
00:31:42:00

WHIT WATSON: Up to the par-4 10th, Kirk Triplett, this to jump into a tie for the lead.
00:31:47:17

LANNY WADKINS: This is holeable.  Quick down the slope.  Just get it on line.  Oh, he slammed it in. [clapping] Very nice.
00:31:57:24

WHIT WATSON: Kirk Triplett into a tie for the lead.  Eight players tied at 8 under par. [music] And some big names lurking.  Ernie Els, Vijay Singh, David Toms, Monty, all part of that group.
00:32:13:26

JOHN COOK: Welcome back to SAS Championship Final Round action.  Darren Clarke, now, his third at the 7th from just short of the bunker.  Billy-Ray--

00:32:20:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.
00:32:20:14

JOHN COOK: --what kind of lie?
00:32:21:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Ball's sitting down.  He's gotta get it up [club swing] quickly.  Boy, he's got that ball nice, high, and soft there. [clapping]
00:32:27:10

JOHN COOK: Well done.  Oh.
00:32:29:09

WHIT WATSON: David Toms on the tee at the 8th. [club swing]
00:32:36:03

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful golf swing.  Great balance.  Hits a lot of high-quality iron shots.  And there's another one, right there, for David Toms.  He needs to get the putter working.  Hitting some nice solid shots.
00:32:51:11

JOHN COOK: Back out at the 7th.  And Darren Clarke now, after the beautiful little pitch shot over that bunker.
00:32:56:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I would say.  That was sporty, there.  Now, he needs this birdie.  He needs to get things turned around for himself right now.  The opening 9 here at Prestonwood has been the most difficult.  We've seen some really low scores on that--

00:33:15:23

JOHN COOK: And he missed about a five-footer at 1 for birdie.  And then bogeyed--

00:33:18:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Ah. [clapping]
00:33:19:13

JOHN COOK: --2 and 3.  And that's a nice--a nice birdie there.  Took advantage of his length off the tee and a beautiful pitch shot.  How many people--how many players do we have tied?  We've got a lot.
00:33:33:19

WHIT WATSON: Go back to the 8th, David Toms, he's gonna get a chance to get to 9 under.
00:33:39:20

LANNY WADKINS: Seven straight pars for Toms so far.  Just fairways, greens, and a lot of two-putts for David.  He needs to change that right here.  This is a quality shot in here at the 8th.  About seven feet.
00:34:03:26

LANNY WADKINS: He does. [clapping]
00:34:06:23

WHIT WATSON: David Toms looking for his second win on the PGA Tour Champions to go with the U.S. Senior Open two years ago.  And he is at 9 under.  Not the first player to get there.  Vijay, and actually, several players began the day at 9 under.  But--

00:34:20:08

WHIT WATSON: Ernie Els for birdie.
00:34:22:09

LANNY WADKINS: He played a nice shot from that left rough.  Got it hole high.  That's the main thing.  About 18 feet here for Ernie.  Oh, yeah.  The big man's got the putter working. [cheers and clapping] Look at that.  Four of the last five holes.
00:34:39:28

WHIT WATSON: Colin Montgomerie's last win on the PGA Tour Champions was 2019, the Invesco QQQ Championship.  He's had one Top 10 this year.  And that was at the Bridgestone Senior Players.  That was the only major of the year for the Senior Circuit.  This for birdie.
00:35:05:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: We saw Woody Austin putting down grain.  Now this back into the grain.  Potentially can go a little bit to the right.
00:35:12:16

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  It's nice to have one you can be a little aggressive with.
00:35:21:24

LANNY WADKINS: That's a great read by Monty. [cheers and clapping]
00:35:24:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hmm.
00:35:29:16

WHIT WATSON: So how big is the group at 9 under gonna get?
00:35:33:21

WHIT WATSON: Triplett for a birdie at the 12th.  Looking for a bounce-back after the bogey at 11.  And he gets it.  So he is within one of the lead.
00:35:47:24

JOHN COOK: Darren Clarke now back at the 9th, back up the hill.
00:35:49:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Right back up the hill. [cheers and clapping] Bingo.
00:35:55:11

MALE: Whoo!

00:35:56:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He's birdied two of his last three holes, has Darren Clarke now.
00:35:59:25

JOHN COOK: Come join the group.  A nice little foursome right there at 9 under par.
00:36:06:24

WHIT WATSON: Take you back out to 11.
00:36:08:10

JOHN COOK: And Jim Furyk's birdie opportunity at the 11th. [cup rattles]
00:36:14:07

JOHN COOK: Oh, don't count out Mr. Furyk. [clapping] Making a run for this third event in a row.  Birdieing four out of his last five.  He's got them in sight.
00:36:27:29

WHIT WATSON: And here is his second. [club swing]
00:36:30:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Terrific drive there, 138 yards.  Can you gauge the wind correctly?  Oh, my.  He almost flew it in here.
00:36:37:12

JOHN COOK: Wow.
00:36:38:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, my.  That's a tap-in there for Montgomerie. [clapping] We saw it yesterday, guys.  We talked about it after the round with him.  He has been dialed in with his approach shot.  And that one spot on.
00:36:49:23

LANNY WADKINS: Somebody's gonna finally get to 10 right here.  I'm betting on this one.
00:36:53:13

WHIT WATSON: Take a look at how close this came, Lanny.
00:36:55:05

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, it hits right in front of the hole.  It looks like it--all it had to do was catch that flagstick going up, it might have come right back down.  Didn't miss by much.
00:37:04:05

WHIT WATSON: Hmm.
00:37:04:11

LANNY WADKINS: He's only got, it looks like, inside a foot.
00:37:09:16

WHIT WATSON: Colin Montgomerie almost holed it at the 10th.  Just a little kick-in right here.  And Monty is in the lead by himself. [clapping]
00:37:27:02

WHIT WATSON: First player to double digits.
00:37:33:05

WHIT WATSON: Furyk for birdie up ahead.
00:37:35:18

LANNY WADKINS: A good look here.  And no movement in this. [cup rattles] Oh, yeah.
00:37:38:03

WHIT WATSON: Wow.
00:37:39:13

LANNY WADKINS: Jim Furyk is walking them in now.
00:37:40:25

WHIT WATSON: Pour it in.
00:37:42:20

WHIT WATSON: Jim Furyk is one shot off the lead.  He's made five birdies in his last six holes, trying to become the first player ever to win his first three starts on the PGA Tour Champions. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:38:01:23

JOHN COOK: You saw Ernie Els with a nice approach shot from the right side of the fairway.  A good opportunity.  Moving slightly from right to left.  Head steady.
00:38:12:08

MALE: Yeah.
00:38:12:15

JOHN COOK: Oh, pour it in, Ernie Els. [clapping]
00:38:14:22

LANNY WADKINS: You know, Cookie, I'm not sure he's got as much of a forward press today as he's had in days past with that putter.
00:38:21:05

JOHN COOK: I think you're right.  I think he moved his hands back and just let that putter swing more.
00:38:25:08

LANNY WADKINS: It looks completely different.
00:38:30:16

WHIT WATSON: Back at the 12th at Prestonwood, David Toms, a chance to share the lead.
00:38:35:09

LANNY WADKINS: He's on the proper level, Whit.  But this is a long way.  He's left of the flag here.  Down grain.
00:38:42:22

MALE: Yeah.
00:38:43:23

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, wow.  Maybe he found his--his distance. [clapping] Forget those four-footers.  Let's get it out there to about 20.
00:38:50:10

WHIT WATSON: That had a little speed on it.
00:38:51:22

LANNY WADKINS: It did.  That was a little bit more aggressive for David.  Like that.
00:38:58:18

WHIT WATSON: Well, David Toms climbs into a tie for the lead at minus 10.
00:39:05:04

LANNY WADKINS: Former PGA Champion, U.S. Senior Open Champion.  He's not afraid to win.
00:39:10:21

WHIT WATSON: Unh-unh.
00:39:12:29

LANNY WADKINS: Just surprised he hasn't won more out here.  He's got so much game.
00:39:19:06

WHIT WATSON: Another player who's won a Senior Major Championship, Vijay Singh.  Senior Player's Champion 2018.  This is to get to 9 under.
00:39:27:05

LANNY WADKINS: One shot off the lead if he can make this.  He's one of two people we saw get over that water in two today, he and Ernie Els.
00:39:39:13

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, yeah. [clapping] Let's get really crowded at the top, now.  Come on.
00:39:46:27

WHIT WATSON: So Vijay gets to 9.  We've got four players at 9 under.  Three players at 10.  And don't leave out the four players at 8 under par.
00:40:01:24

WHIT WATSON: We'll take a look at the current Charles Schwab Cup Standings.  Bear in mind, this has now become a wrap-around season.  When we go to Phoenix for the Charles Schwab Championship, we will not be crowning a Charles Schwab Cup Champion.  That will happen in November of 2021.  So plenty of time to pile on the points.
00:40:20:06

WHIT WATSON: Right now, Langer leads over Els and Miguel Angel Jimenez.  Miguel not in the field this week.  He's won twice this year on the PGA Tour Champions. [music]
00:40:34:01

WHIT WATSON: Robert Karlsson on the strength of all those Top 10 finishes, inside the Top 10 in points.
00:40:40:08

LANNY WADKINS: That's--that's impressive, too, without a win.  That's--that's good playing by Robert Karlsson.  He's been very, very steady.  A lot--you know, a big guy.  Hits it long.  But hits a lot of fairways.  Hits a lot of greens.  Solid putter.  No outstanding weaknesses in what he does.  Wouldn't be surprised to see him win.  Former European Ryder Cupper.
00:41:01:04

WHIT WATSON: You see that Gene Sauers got on a heater here over his last, what, 13 holes.  Picked up a few birdies.  A birdie at 16 and 17.  This, however, is a par putt.  He found some trouble at 18.  Trying to post and be the first in at 9 under.
00:41:20:20

LANNY WADKINS: Well, that's a good save. [clapping] You don't want to finish with a bogey on a round that good.  Good playing by Geno to bring it back today after a 73 yesterday.
00:41:30:04

WHIT WATSON: Aggressive play off the tee.  Let's take a look at what Furyk has done today.  This was his third shot at 7.
00:41:36:24

LANNY WADKINS: The par 5.  Beautiful play, right there.
00:41:42:01

WHIT WATSON: A tap-in birdie for Furyk there at 7 got him back to 5 under.  And then this for birdie at the 8th.
00:41:46:24

LANNY WADKINS: This is kind when the putter started working for him.  Buries it here at 8.  Just very nice putt there.
00:41:55:05

WHIT WATSON: And then at the 11th, this for birdie.
00:41:57:21

LANNY WADKINS: And these--and these aren't short putts, Whit.  These are, you know, some length.  This is 35 feet.  Right in the gut. [clapping]
00:42:05:03

WHIT WATSON: Back-to-back birdies at 10 and 11 for Furyk.
00:42:09:22

WHIT WATSON: And then to make it three in a row at 12.
00:42:11:14

LANNY WADKINS: Not a tap-in here.  A good 15 feet.  Again, dead center. [clapping] Putter is really behaving.
00:42:19:27

LANNY WADKINS: And he left it right in heart, short at 13, right in the middle.  Kind of feeling with putter right now.
00:42:36:12

WHIT WATSON: Back one to 13.
00:42:38:03

JOHN COOK: Bernhard Langer, a long birdie putt at 13.  Hasn't been a stellar day for Bernhard at all.  Coming off a birdie--oh, wait a minute.  This--[cheers and clapping] thought maybe he birdied 12.  He didn't.  But he birdied 13.  Long putt. [laugh]
00:42:57:09

JOHN COOK: Look at that scorecard.  He you don't see Bernhard Langer with an untidy round like that.
00:43:03:05

WHIT WATSON: Karlsson playing his second. [club swing]
00:43:08:07

LANNY WADKINS: Having another nice week.  Hole location back right today.  Oh. [cheers and clapping] I was gonna say it's gettable because it's soft back there.  Well, yes, it is.  Simple.  Nice finish.  Yes, it's in, Robert.
00:43:27:20

WHIT WATSON: His second eagle of the day to post at 9 under par.  And he is tied with Gene Sauers now the clubhouse lead.
00:43:35:29

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  We saw the other one was a tap-in eagle over at, uh, number 7, par 5.  That was really cool.  It looked like it had just jumped by the hole, didn't see that much spin coming.  Shows how receptive it is back here today.  That was from out of the rough.
00:43:58:20

WHIT WATSON: Yeah.  It's in, Robert.
00:44:00:26

WHIT WATSON: Colin Montgomerie, ball in hand for this Final Round.  Lift, Clean, and Place.
00:44:06:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And that's a good move.  They're gonna have to actually use that.  It is really starting to come down now here.  168 yards for Colin.  It can be done, because we saw the shot of Woody Austin.  That was phenomenal, his approach in here to the par 4.
00:44:22:12

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Earlier, Billy-Ray, we saw Furyk carry back in there and stop it short of the flag.
00:44:28:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And if there's a guy that can do that.  He loves to work the ball from left to right.  And what breeze there is is helping from left to right, as well. [club swing]
00:44:35:27

LANNY WADKINS: The green has been receptive.
00:44:39:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he struck it nicely.
00:44:43:15

LANNY WADKINS: Oh.  He did.  Hit right there and stopped about four feet.  What a great shot by Monty.
00:44:51:06

WHIT WATSON: --almost met an untimely [club swing] demise in that bag.  Kirk Triplett's second at 18.
00:44:59:24

LANNY WADKINS: Excellent shot there by Kirk.  He's had an interesting day.  Double bogeys, birdies, everything.  In line for a good finish, though.
00:45:09:18

WHIT WATSON: Go back to the 14th, and Woody Austin just onto the first level of fringe.
00:45:19:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And that's really not gonna present much of an issue for Woody Austin.  Again, he's trying to keep the golf ball dry.  He'll back out.  Once he gets into, gets into it, back down the hill for Woody Austin.  Very makeable from here.  Fine second shot in which he played.
00:45:46:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: How about that? [cheers and clapping]
00:45:50:07

WHIT WATSON: Well, things are getting interesting.  Austin makes birdie at 14.  Toms is making a mess of 15, just ahead of them.  And now Monty has this for the solo lead.
00:46:02:26

LANNY WADKINS: And very simple look here, Billy-Ray.
00:46:05:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It really is.  It doesn't get much easier than this.  What a terrific second shot.  Not easy to get it back there.  But there you go. [cheers and clapping]
00:46:17:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, we talked yesterday about how dialed in he was with his approach shots to continue the good play today in that same fashion.
00:46:25:05

JOHN COOK: And a pretty good look at some past Champions, right there.  Some great list of Champions.  Now Ernie Els for birdie at 17 to catch Monty.  A little bit of left-to-right movement. [cheers and clapping]
00:46:43:24

JOHN COOK: Clutch.
00:46:45:20

LANNY WADKINS: That stroke looks a lot better today, Cookie.
00:46:48:28

JOHN COOK: It's got some flow.  It's got some rhythm.  It's got some--you know, a little bit of toe release to it.  Not so blocky like it was earlier in the week.
00:46:59:25

JOHN COOK: Back to 17 and Jim Furyk's third from the right bunker.  Finds himself now three shots out of the lead.  Depending on the lie.  Flips it up in the air, a little check, a little release. [clapping] Well done.
00:47:16:21

WHIT WATSON: Ernie Els at the 18th, this would be to get him to 12 under and in the clubhouse with the lead.
00:47:24:01

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  The thing he's gotta watch here is, he really wants to make it.  Probably feels he needs to make it to probably be in a playoff.  He's gotta be thinking Monty's gonna birdie 17.  But the thing he cannot do is run this by the hole and three-putt.  11 under could get a half, could get a playoff.  Gotta keep that in mind. [putter clicks]
00:47:52:01

MALE: In there.  In there.  In there. [cheers and clapping]
00:47:55:14

LANNY WADKINS: Very good.  Wow!  Something about that man is very special.
00:48:01:25

MALE: That's a great putt. [cheers and clapping]
00:48:06:25

MALE: Attaboy. [cheers and clapping]
00:48:11:27

WHIT WATSON: We have a new leader at the SAS Championship.
00:48:16:05

MALE: Way to bring it home.
00:48:18:05

WHIT WATSON: Ernie Els with a birdie at 17, and then this at the 18th.
00:48:23:14

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  And this is a good 40 feet.  And dead center. [cheers and clapping]
00:48:35:22

MALE: That's a great putt. [cheers and clapping]
00:48:40:17

WHIT WATSON: That's good stuff.
00:48:45:16

JOHN COOK: Up to 17 now.  Vijay Singh for birdie.  We saw his second shot was long and to the right.  Hit an okay pitch shot to right here.  Had to hit it a little bit past the flag.  Took one way up in the air and now face 12 feet.  To have any chance at all, this has to go in. [cheers and clapping]
00:49:20:10

JOHN COOK: We saw Robert Karlsson make a 2 at 18.  Just saying. [clapping] Saying there's a chance.  I'm not saying.  I'm not saying.  I'm just saying.
00:49:31:17

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  But it's usually only--it's usually only one hole-out a day, though, Cookie.  So I'd have--that means it's already full up there at 18. [chuckle]
00:49:36:27

JOHN COOK: [Chuckle]
00:49:40:23

LANNY WADKINS: This is kind of one of those putts for a guy like Monty, this is all or nothing, Billy-Ray.
00:49:45:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he knows the situation.  One thing, he doesn't play for 2nd.
00:50:00:20

LANNY WADKINS: The same thing David Toms did.  It kicked it way to the right.
00:50:04:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Never came back left at all because it got so far to the right.
00:50:06:28

LANNY WADKINS: It was just the--the--the--I think the pace of it moving right just, you know, kept it from coming back left at all.  And David Toms did the exact same thing.  And congrats to Ernie Els.
00:50:19:26

WHIT WATSON: Yeah.  Have a glass of wine, Big Easy.  Ernie Els is the Champion at the SAS Championship.  That is his second win this year on the PGA Tour Champions.  He won in Newport Beach, California at the Hogue Classic.  And now adds a second win here in Cary, North Carolina.
00:50:48:17

WHIT WATSON: --round today.  So we'll take a look at the final results, as Ernie Els, winning for the second time this season.  It's his first win here at the SAS Championship.  66 on the final day.  Colin Montgomerie one back.  Vijay two shots back.  And then a big group at minus 9.  Gene Sauers had a very good Sunday for himself with a 67 to climb into a tie for 4th.
00:51:17:03

WHIT WATSON: So the updated Charles Schwab Cup Standings, Els has overtaken Bernhard Langer.  He is not Number 1 in the Schwab Cup Standings here in this wrap-around season.  Scott Parel is up to 3rd. [music]
00:52:08:05
End of Recording
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