PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS - BRIDGESTONE SENIOR PLAYERS

00:00:00:00

[music]

00:00:32:10

BOB PAPA: The famed Firestone Country Club, the second year in a row playing host to the Bridgestone Senior Players.  The first major of the year for the PGA Tour Champions and a PGA Tour Champions featured groups for today with golf Hall-of-Famers Fred Couples and Ernie Els plus Miguel Angel Jimenez.  They were in a play-off in the season opener, the Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai.  We'll also be following Vijay Singh, who won this event two years ago, Scott McCarron, the winner in 2017, the reigning Charles Schwab Cup Champion, Brett Quigley leads the way in this year's standings, plus Bernhard Langer has won this event three times, Mike Weir playing here for the first time, and David Toms always a threat to win.  So glad you could join us.  Bob Papa, World Golf Hall-of-Famer, Lanny Wadkins, John Cook calling the action, Billy-Ray Brown out on the golf course.
00:01:31:08

JOHN COOK: Now David Toms from right of the hole location.  Similar putt to Mike Weir, then to go back down the hill.  Needs to get something going and that will help.  Two bogeys now, followed up with a comeback birdie at the 5th.

00:01:53:21

LANNY WADKINS: Second for Jimenez, 132 yards.  [club swing]  Not a good angle at all, that hole location, and he's taking a direct line right now coming over that bunker.  Didn't affect him at all.  He obviously had a good lie, Billy-Ray, because he spun the ball very nicely.  Now Ernie with a great look.

00:02:11:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, not taking much time here.  [club swing]  Just have to skirt those trees on the left-hand side.  Coming out the rough, he's gotta land it short and try to let it run up this ridge, carry it over the ridge.  Not too bad.  A release just over the back edge.
00:02:26:10

BOB PAPA: [music] Take a look at the winners this season.  We showed you Jimenez beating Els and Couples in a play-off at the Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai.  Brett Quigley came out of nowhere to win the Morocco Champions.  Scott Parel, the winner of the Chubb Classic in Naples, Florida.  Bernhard Langer trailed Quigley going into the final round but won the Cologuard Classic.  Ernie Els in his third start in the PGA Tour Champions and win at the Hoag Classic then the five bunk pause and Jim Furyk becoming the 19th player to win in his PGA Tour Champions debut at the Ally Challenge.  And, first, it's Miguel Angel Jimenez to do it in 2014.  Second shot from Mike Weir at the 9th.
00:03:13:26

JOHN COOK: Right rough.  Just gonna try to chop it up [club swing] the center of that green.  It looks like it went in nice and low.  Gonna try to chase it.  Looked pretty good.  Ah, it just didn't get the right bounce, but, uh, be a little pitch back up the hill.

00:03:28:15

BOB PAPA: Oh, after a gorgeous second, Jimenez, good looking birdie.
00:03:35:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Speak of that second shot, the small window coming from that right-hand side.  He had about a six- to eight-foot circle to land it in so he could control that wedge.  Nicely coming back at the hill now trying to convert.  These greens are just fast enough coming back down the hill that, especially on a break like this, if you do not hit it dead center, you can lose it to the right quick.

00:04:01:10

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, we saw Ernie's little bladed wedge go to the right hard around the hole, so Jimenez has to be aware of that.  He was.  Got it in the right edge.  [laughing]  It--
00:04:15:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It caught it.  [laughs]

00:04:18:02

LANNY WADKINS: Good catch by the hole.

00:04:25:00

JOHN COOK: Bridgestone Senior players, Mike Weir, third shot going back up the hill.  Took him right down to the steels.  He's got some speed.  Easy.  Jimenez, that second shot left rough, Billy-Ray.
00:04:40:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, I don't think it's worth a gamble here like he did back at 10 and take at the flag.  He's got to skirt those tress on the left-hand side.  128 total.  You gotta go left here.  Coming out of the rough, I expect if it hits on the green, it should run to the back portion of the green.  He took it right at it again.  Goodness gracious, what a risky shot.
00:05:00:04

JOHN COOK: Hole location cut only five paces over that bunker.  He took it right at it.  Wow.  Take a look how close this comes to going in the hole.  Took a peak, look like it hit the left corner of the cup.  I'd have been shooting out there to the left, there's no doubt about that.  Now, Ernie Els.

00:05:21:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [laughing] Yeah, so much for Jimenez.  We know his game plan.  Now Ernie's ball come to rest underneath the lone pine tree, but the swing will not be restricted whatsoever and he'll try to keep it low and try to run it up that front portion.

00:05:35:16

JOHN COOK: I see that little sliver of opening [club swing] right there.
00:05:39:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He got it up and over just out to the left here.  That's a fantastic play from that position.

00:05:45:27

JOHN COOK: Smart play.
00:05:48:13

LANNY WADKINS: And take a look at Ernie's swing.  He goes upstairs with this.  Big, full swing.  Gets that short club almost back to parallel.  Didn't touch any tree.  Good swing, good strike.  Nice play.

00:06:02:02

JOHN COOK: Fred Couples now second, right side of the fairway, Billy-Ray.

00:06:05:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, after watching those two shots, I think Fred will take a dead aim here, 107 yards, just conversing there with his caddy, Mark Chaney.
00:06:15:12

JOHN COOK: Couple weeks ago Fred shot 59 at Big Canyon Country Club with all of our friends there, fleeced him out of a little cash.  [club swing]  Going in and taking left of the target, a little bit back to the right.  Okay, right in the center.  Confident stroke.  Took advantage of that great play out of the left rough and, uh--
00:06:47:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Who needs to drive in the fairway?  Back-to-back birdies for Jimenez.
00:06:51:25

BOB PAPA: Langer with a long birdie putt at the 10th and, Lanny, um, you know, we've seen Langer from the middle of the fairway not dialed in with his irons.  Another long birdie putt for him.

00:07:01:18

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, didn't even come close to get this back there.  This is essentially the same putt Fred Couples had, really slow up that hill.  But really well read by Bernhard Langer.  [laughing]  Does it make any difference?
00:07:15:28

BOB PAPA: Bernhard Langer gets to even.  [club swings]
00:07:28:05

JOHN COOK: Fred now third from the right rough, and what a play this is, Billy-Ray.

00:07:33:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That was sporty.  Had to keep it just low between that lone tree, hit is just in that upslope there.  What a shot there by Fred.
00:07:45:00

JOHN COOK: Moment ago length par putt from Mike Weir at the 12th.
00:07:50:03

LANNY WADKINS: Really needs something good to happen right now.  And that would be something good from Mike.  [applause]  Maybe that'll help turn it around a little bit, at least attitude wise.

00:08:02:13

BOB PAPA: Yeah, Weir made four birdies in his first eight, and then bogeyed the 9th, doubled the 10th, big par save there at the 12th.  Now Langer has saved his par at the 12th.  [applause]  And Langer remains even, two off the lead.
00:08:18:22

JOHN COOK: Jimenez now.  Missed the bunker, Billy-Ray.

00:08:21:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, the ball is sitting down.  There's a little guesswork right here.  Think he can land it just on the edge of the green and then run it back up the hill.

00:08:29:03

JOHN COOK: I was just saying that.

00:08:29:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, how about that?

00:08:31:04

JOHN COOK: I was gonna say it looked pitch--pitch-in-able.
00:08:33:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Are you kidding me?

00:08:36:03

JOHN COOK: Ah, ha.  Miguel.
00:08:37:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That always looked like a 2 after that tee shot.

00:08:39:29

JOHN COOK: So good.  So good.

00:08:45:01

BOB PAPA: Mike Weir for his birdie at 14.
00:08:47:14

LANNY WADKINS: Needs something good to happen.  Get it going back the other direction.  There you go.
00:08:58:19

JOHN COOK: Vijay coming off double bogey bogey, 13 and 14, hit a good tee shot here at 15, and the payoff.

00:09:07:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Over to 15.

00:09:08:08

JOHN COOK: Mike Weir for par.  Did well just to keep this on the green.  Back up the hill, moving a little bit to the left.  Another monster par save from Mike Weir.  This is the second 20 footer for--for par.

00:09:22:26

LANNY WADKINS: He's made some putts today.

00:09:25:10

JOHN COOK: Back to 16.

00:09:26:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Brett Quigley, birdie putt at 16.

00:09:31:05

LANNY WADKINS: Really needs something to happen, and that's good.  Nice form.
00:09:35:25

BOB PAPA: [Music] Miguel Angel Jimenez, Tim Herron, and Billy Andrade share the lead.  Steve Stricker leads that group at 1 under par.  Fred Couples, Bernhard, Langer, Ernie Els, Mike Weir, Jerry Kelly, Colin Montgomerie, Lee Janzen, Steve Flesch, all even on their day.  See Mark O'Meara in that group at 1 over par.  Vijay Singh at 2 over par, a winner of the Bridgestone Senior Players two years ago.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:10:13:25

BOB PAPA: It's the first major of the year for the PGA Tour Champions, second event back after the pause in the schedule.  It's the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship from famed Firestone Country Club in Akron, Ohio.  Our featured groups today, defending champion, Retief Goosen, and world golf Hall-of-Famer, Colin Montgomerie.  Steve Stricker making his second start of the year on the PGA Tour Champions.  We'll also be following Tom Lehman, Jay Haas, and Darren Clarke, celebrating his 52nd birthday today.  And our third featured group today includes world golf Hall-of-Famer Mark O'Meara, a winner in 2010 of the Bridgestone Senior Players.  Bob Papa, along with world golf Hall-of-Famer, Lanny Wadkins.  So glad you could join us.  John Cook calling the action, and Billy-Ray Brown out on the golf course.  Take you out to the par-4 6th, Colin Montgomerie, in a bit of trouble off the tee.  Billy-Ray Brown with his group.

00:11:16:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, thank you, Bob.  Just trying to pitch out his--drove the ball left here underneath those trees.  Heavily treed down the left-hand side.  And a good lead there now for his third.
00:11:28:03

JOHN COOK: Colin Montgomerie, 3 under on his round today.  Now over at 4th, Jerry Kelly for his par to remain in the share of the lead.

00:11:35:22

LANNY WADKINS: It was in the front left bunker, beautiful shot to here.  That's a great save for Kelly.
00:11:43:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And then this is a 7 iron for Colin, and with that helping breeze, I still think at 184 he's gonna go ahead and give this one the full treatment here.  [club swings]

00:11:52:12

JOHN COOK: Likes this shot shape.  Starts it just left of the hole location, then the cut back, and beautiful shot.

00:11:58:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That is.  And you see that ball landed very softly.  Coming in there very high and soft and still released back to the center of the green.

00:12:07:06

JOHN COOK: Well, let's took a look, right here.  Beautiful shot shape.  Lands just on the front of the green, and this right there just missed the right side of the hole.
00:12:24:09

BOB PAPA: Let's take a look at some highlights from earlier today.  2010 Bridgestone Senior Players Champion, Mark O'Meara, his fourth shot at par-5 2nd.  And he knocks that in for a birdie.  How about Steve Stricker, after a bogey at 1, his birdie putt at the par-5 2nd, always a great putter, and he rolls that in to get back to even for the day.  Then landing this lengthy birdie putt at 3.

00:12:54:15

LANNY WADKINS: Will he hit the water and play with the second shot?  Just got to the front edge and a beautiful roll here.
00:13:03:05

BOB PAPA: Jerry Kelly, playing his third shot at the par-5 2nd.
00:13:09:18

LANNY WADKINS: Plenty of green to work with here, Bob.  Coming back up the slope, not the hardest pitch in the world, and Jerry executes it very nicely.
00:13:17:03

BOB PAPA: Go on to make that to get to 3 under all par since.  Colin Montgomerie, started the day at 1 over par after par at the 1st, his second at the par-5 2nd.
00:13:28:09

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, this is with driver, off the deck, up the slope, and quite a shot by Monty right in below the hole.  He's got a look at eagle but walks off with birdie.
00:13:38:27

BOB PAPA: And that got him to 1 over, and then his second shot at par-4 3rd.

00:13:46:27

LANNY WADKINS: Did the most important thing at 3, put it in the fairway.  With that, he's got a chance to go flag hunting.  And he does, beautiful.
00:13:55:02

BOB PAPA: Go on to make the birdie there, that would get him to even par, and then for third birdie in a row at the 4th.

00:14:01:24

LANNY WADKINS: Well, this hole is just a monster.  Two wonderful shots by Monty to have a 14 footer for birdie and takes it right on down.

00:14:11:20

JOHN COOK: Colin Montgomerie now after that, uh, really nice approach.

00:14:15:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It was.  And check his speed out here.  And the last couple times Monty's had a downhill putt, he's been, uh, overzealous, if you will.

00:14:31:17

JOHN COOK: Just getting used to that new body.  It goes up and then back down and beautiful.

00:14:41:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, how about that?

00:14:42:28

JOHN COOK: [Applause] Center putt.  Jerry Kelly now at 11.  Nice--nice look from about 12 feet.  Coming off bogey there at number 10, love to bounce back.  Not much to this.  I'm gonna say left corner of the hole, Lanny?

00:15:10:06

LANNY WADKINS:  I would think so, Cookie, yes.  Just barely.  This is a high spot on the back of the green that puts the overall slope in there.  He's kind of in a little valley right there so he's gonna hang straight for a while, but I think at the very end it should fall off.  You know, you could make birdies on these other holes, but, you know, hard to get a short club into your hand coming down the stretch.  Cookie, I'm impressed.  Jerry Kelly looks like he's rolling the ball pretty well.  His pace has been very nice.
00:15:46:15

JOHN COOK: Pace is good.  Staying in it though a lot longer.  Usually, Jerry, when he's not putting well, will get out of it really quickly.  Oh, firm right in the center.  Great bounce back birdie for Jerry Kelly.

00:16:01:15

LANNY WADKINS: Three good shots.
00:16:03:15

JOHN COOK: Like you said, you put the ball in the fairway, you've got a chance.
00:16:08:10

BOB PAPA: Darren Clarke celebrating his 52nd birthday today.  Not having a great day today.  2 over.  He's got a birdie putt at the 12th, and he pours that in.  Darren Clarke in 2003 won the World Golf Championship here at Firestone.
00:16:24:17

JOHN COOK: And Steve Stricker just hit a pearl down the right center of the fairway.

00:16:29:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: John, we're not used to saying Steve Stricker who's gonna manhandle the golf course, but this tee shot, way down there.  Had some helping [inaudible] now, 127 yards, but still.  You know, from that right-hand side, that tree that overhangs the right-hand side will definitely come in play so you have to come in very high here.  [club swings]

00:16:53:21

JOHN COOK: He did.  He took it straight up over top of the tree.

00:16:56:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, he's got to go in a little bit left.
00:17:00:17

BOB PAPA: Third shot for Jerry Kelly at 12.

00:17:03:13

LANNY WADKINS: And this is hard to judge.  He's almost gotta go upstairs because it's such a big upslope.  Oh, what a 3.

00:17:09:22

BOB PAPA: Are you kidding me?  Colin Montgomerie, who made double from the green side bunker, and Jerry Kelly pitches it in for par.

00:17:20:11

LANNY WADKINS: From the high roof.  I mean, he was on his way to double.  That was a great shot there.  Really well played.  He had no choice the way he played this, Bob.  The upslope was so severe, he couldn't hit a little chop shot down on top of it and get it to roll out, so he's gotta go upstairs.  This is kind of cool.  Had enough guts to hit it up high like that.  That was really well played.
00:17:45:00

JOHN COOK: He is lined up to the right.  [club swings]  He is trying to slip one in there.

00:17:51:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He is trying to bring it in from right to left.  It's a good looking shot here, too, if it releases back there.  [laughs]

00:17:58:03

JOHN COOK: Wonderful golf shot, Colin Montgomerie.

00:17:59:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That's how it's done.  Yeah.

00:18:04:21

JOHN COOK: Much needed.  Bogeys at 11 and 12.  We put the whammy on him with that clean card, he's made two bogeys.  Yeah, it was clutch putt right there.  Keeps that round going.
00:18:20:17

BOB PAPA: How many times does Mark O'Meara give you the needle about that 8 and 7 at Canterbury?
00:18:26:02

JOHN COOK: Well, when you walk into his media room, uh, he's got the cover of Golf World sitting right there, and it says, "O'Meara throttles Cook in final."  And, uh, he'll never let me down, but I was so happy for him.  He had had a nice summer, as well.  In '79 he beat Lennie Clements in the final of the California State Amateur, uh, so it was, uh, you know, losing to your buddy is one thing, um, getting boat raced like I did was another thing, but I was happy for Mark and, uh, it, uh, you know, we moved him on.

00:19:00:14

LANNY WADKINS: Cookie, we could--we could probably dial up that shank he hit today if you'd like us to do that.  [laughing]

00:19:05:23

JOHN COOK: We don't need to do that to my man.  [laughs]  He's got fishing on his mind right now.  He's had a wonderful career.  I was happy to see him get in the Hall of Fame and, um, deservedly so.  He's been a great friend of mine since we were Southern California kids, 12, 13 years old.  And, you know what was interesting, Lanny and Bob and Billy-Ray, is that we weren't the best juniors in, you know, early on in Southern California.  We were good, but there was a lot of--lot of great junior players at that time.  So it, uh, I’m happy for him.  Obviously not playing as well as he would like to this week but, uh, great, great old friend of mine.

00:19:46:22

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he did the hardest part of this hole, that's put in the fairway off the tee.  Doesn't like the second, he's leaning and arms flailing, but it’s not bad.  He's got a look.
00:20:00:21

BOB PAPA: And now at 14, Mark O'Meara, after a good shot in there has a putt for birdie.
00:20:09:21

LANNY WADKINS: That was a good shot here.  I haven't seen a lot of them here at 14.  Pretty simple look here.  A little quick down the slope but, uh, I wanna say maybe right edge.  Ooh, he got it right center, went in the left center, good putt.  Nice three.  Second birdie of the day here, Bob.
00:20:30:18

BOB PAPA: Lanny, it's safe to say it's playing harder this year.

00:20:33:02

LANNY WADKINS: Well, it's hard and fast.  I think that's the difference, Bob.  When you get it this firm and fast, we're seeing what happens on the greens.  The balls do not stop quickly.  It's hard to get, uh, the right club in your hand and get the ball close to the hole.  And, then, the fairways are running out.  That makes it hard to hole these fairways, and it's imperative that you put the ball in the fairway off the tee.

00:20:54:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I can remember last year we had some couple stoppages of play because of heavy downpour, which saturated the golf course and, as you said, Lanny, made the approach shots much easier.

00:21:05:08

LANNY WADKINS: Well, it makes it play longer, but it also makes it play more diff--uh, a little easier even though it's longer.  Good read there by Stricker.  That was a tough read.  Beautiful birdie.

00:21:16:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He has not seen many of those today as of late.

00:21:21:00

JOHN COOK: Back live at the 16th, our leader Jerry Kelly for his par.

00:21:29:29

LANNY WADKINS: Tough read right here.  Maybe right edge.  Oh, that's a great save there for Kelly.  And we just hope the right elbow is okay.
00:21:38:22

JOHN COOK: He has made some incredible par saves--

00:21:42:00

LANNY WADKINS: He really has.

00:21:42:14

JOHN COOK: --today.

00:21:43:10

LANNY WADKINS: He's kept the round going.  That's--sometimes that's the hardest thing to do.  He's not as sharp as we've seen him a lot of times, but he's done a lot of good things around the greens today.
00:21:56:21

BOB PAPA: Well, day two here at Firestone Country Club has been a battle of attrition.  Jerry Kelly right now with a two-shot lead over Steve Stricker, who's 2 over today.  To make par as you're moving up the board, how about Vijay Singh?  He's in red figures for the day.  Currently at plus 2.  Fred Couples with a birdie at the 4th.  He's 3 over on his round today.  Kevin Sutherland even today.  Same with Brett Quigley, who's made all pars today, along with Tim Petrovic.  Larry Mize even on his round today through 16 holes.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:22:46:05

BOB PAPA: Third-round action is underway at Firestone Country Club, the south course.  The Bridgestone Senior Players Championship in its 38th year.  For the second consecutive year, Jerry Kelly was the only player under par through 36 holes, and, Lanny Wadkins, after a bogey at the 4th, bounces back with a birdie at the 5th.
00:23:06:13

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, the tough par-3 5th, excellent shot in there.
00:23:10:06

BOB PAPA: Woody Austin, no bogeys on his scorecard today.  How about this birdie putt at the 8th?

00:23:15:07

LANNY WADKINS: Woody's hitting a lot of fairways, a lot of greens.  Gotta put in the fairway first.  Woody is excellent at doing that.  When that club works, look out.

00:23:23:05

BOB PAPA: That would get him to even par.  Colin Montgomerie, on the tee at the 7th.  Today the 7th playing 194 yards.

00:23:32:02

LANNY WADKINS: One of the toughest shots you'll see at Firestone today.  This whole location right over the bunker.  Doesn't affect Monty.  What a great shot in there to about three and a half feet where it finished.

00:23:43:24

BOB PAPA: You would make that to get to even, and then Woody Austin, his second at the par-4 10th, and, Lanny, this is one of the holes that's kind-a-getable.
00:23:51:19

LANNY WADKINS: I think it is.  I think you've got to put in the fairway at 10 and attack the flag.  Woody followed that prescription exactly.  Beautiful.

00:24:00:13

BOB PAPA: [Inaudible] birdie to get to 1 under, and then Colin Montgomerie second at the par core 9th.
00:24:05:23

LANNY WADKINS: Well, Monty obviously is hitting fairways, and he has the iron dialed in.  Look at this shot in number 9.  Again, taking on a very tough hole location.

00:24:14:15

BOB PAPA: That would get Monty to red figures at 1 under par, but Jerry Kelly playing alongside Colin Montgomerie, this lengthy birdie putt turning from left to right.  Jerry egging it on and it [inaudible] falls in.  That gets him to 4 under par, a 33 on the opening 9 for Jerry Kelly.  So he's got a 3-shot lead.  Only three players under par here at the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.  The scoring average yesterday was 74.3.  The highest scoring average at the Bridgestone Senior Players since 2003, but we're seeing better scores out on the golf course today.
00:24:59:21

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker now for par at 13.  You saw he'd come up quite a bit short with that pitch shot.  Now we'll move back to the left a little bit and Steve Stricker, what else can you expect from Steve Stricker, one of the great putters for the last number of years.  Up to the 15th, Mike Weir for a chance a birdie from just off the left side of the green, putting from hole high.  Playing alongside Woody Austin and [applause] left-handed Canadian Mike Weir.  Battling back.  Jerry Kelly, now, from the front of the green at 13, putting back up the hill, a really slow putt here, Billy-Ray.

00:25:41:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very slow.  Notice the shoulder turn here on this putt.  There's gonna be a big stroke.  It will move from right to left.
00:25:49:02

JOHN COOK:  There's not a whole lot of room once it gets up that slope to this hole location, only about three, four steps.  Oh, that's a nice pace.  On line.  Oh.  Nice catch.  [applause]

00:26:05:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Are you kidding me?  [laughs]

00:26:13:17

JOHN COOK: And a moment ago PGA, former PGA Champion, Shaun Micheel, from over the left back edge of the green at 15, and that will help.  He just made three straight bogeys.  We call that a bounce back stat.

00:26:31:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A moment ago Dicky Pride for his birdie at the par-5 16th.  Dicky playing in his first Bridgestone Senior Players.  [applause]  And Colin Montgomerie, another good looking birdie.
00:26:53:23

JOHN COOK: Do not want to let this one get away.  Too good of a second shot in here.  If he did--

00:26:58:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That's been his miss, too, by almost every one has been to the right.

00:27:03:16

BOB PAPA: Well, he had very makeable birdie putts at 10 and 11, didn't make it, and now misses the one at 14.  Woody Austin for his birdie at 16.
00:27:13:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Did he hit it?  Yes, he did. [applause]
00:27:17:22

BOB PAPA: So Woody Austin joins that group at 1 under.
00:27:23:10

JOHN COOK: Robert Karlsson at 17, right rough.

00:27:26:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yep, we've seen that throughout the day.  Both sides, right and left, rough for Robert.  158 yards.  That's his ball sitting down just enough here.  If he catches it on the number, this is potentially [club swing] a little flier here.  And came out pretty nicely there.  Coming in very high.
00:27:46:08

JOHN COOK: Just clears the bunker.  Gonna run out.  Nice shot.  Underneath the hole about 12 feet.  Good birdie look.
00:27:55:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Trying to bounce back after a bogey at 17.  A wonderful second shot in.  Scott Parel for his birdie at 18.  He'll have to reset.  Back to 17.

00:28:10:27

JOHN COOK: Monty ready to go.  Second shot, 17.  [club swings]

00:28:14:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Fantastic drive.  134 yards coming off the upslope.  And this is gonna carry back there.
00:28:21:24

JOHN COOK: Well played.  [applause] Boy, does he hit some beautiful iron shots.
00:28:26:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You're telling me.
00:28:27:18

JOHN COOK: Now Parel for his birdie at 18.
00:28:32:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, it's a beautiful read by Scott Parel.  That was not an easy putt.  Good finish.

00:28:39:08

JOHN COOK: So that gets him to 1 under.  And just a couple off the lead here at the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:28:52:08

JOHN COOK: All right, Jerry Kelly now from short left to the green.  Looks like a pretty decent line.
00:28:57:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A decent line, but it's on the upslope.  Easy to come up short here.
00:29:03:08

JOHN COOK: Caught that pretty good.  Yeah.  Should give a little putt but well played.  We'll look at Jerry Kelly through the years.  Graduated from the University of Hartford.  Wisconsin State Open champion.  Wins on all tours, six on the PGA Tour Champions.  Fits in really well out here.  Presidents Cup Tee member, as well, 2003.  Robert Karlsson now, a good birdie look.
00:29:35:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A very good birdie look coming back up the hill.  You watch his swing and you see his putting stroke and you go, man, this guy's got it all.  I think he's just gotta put it together, feel more comfortable out here on the PGA Tour Champions.
00:29:50:23

JOHN COOK: Not a good driving day for Robert Karlsson, otherwise he would have given himself a lot of opportunities, but he's, uh, [inaudible] alluded to the fact, he's accomplished player from Europe, Ryder Cup team.  Number of wins.  I think over here a little bit.  This one's right in the center.  Beautiful putting stroke.
00:30:17:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Right in time.
00:30:20:17

JOHN COOK: For a tall, tall player, he's got great posture, lets that putter swing back, holds his finish right there, beautiful toe release.  And that's just great result.  Colin Montgomerie, now, tricky little three footer.  Goes birdie, birdie, get him in the last group, which I know he wants to stare the leaders down but you can't get too frisky with this one.

00:30:50:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You cannot.  And for a player that's trying to break the slump because we've already documented very well how poorly he's putted.  This is not easy at all.  It's one that you really don't want to have force.  You just kinda gotta feel that one in the hole here.  It's downhill.
00:31:08:20

JOHN COOK: I always like to play a little bit more break and just let the entire golf hole be able to catch the ball.  Put it out there and let it dribble in.  And he just went right in the center.  [applause]  Beautiful.  Well, he's wasted some opportunities, left some out there, but he is right there when it counts.  And Jerry Kelly now.  This is a good four feet right here, Billy-Ray.

00:31:43:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, a good four feet.  You talk about Monty leaving a lot out there, Jerry Kelly, I'm telling you, it's been a little bit of smoke and mirrors.  I mean, he's getting everything he can out of his game today.
00:31:54:07

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he's, you know, finished off strong here, Billy-Ray, to kind of hold some of the players that are 3 and 4 over off a little bit.  Whole bunch of guys at 3.  They're capable of shooting 66 or something, so this is the kind of course, if you're 6 back, I think you've still got a realistic chance.

00:32:12:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, it's one of these putts here, too, that likes to bleed to the right very quickly off the putter blade.

00:32:18:07

JOHN COOK: Man, there's a good look at it right here.  Oh--
00:32:21:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It did.

00:32:21:29

JOHN COOK: --he got out of it quickly.

00:32:23:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.

00:32:24:21

LANNY WADKINS: Good call, Billy-Ray.  That thing just dove across that hole.  And now there's some people in the locker room similing.
00:32:40:06

JOHN COOK: Lead down to 1.
00:32:49:02

BOB PAPA: Monty will be next to play.
00:32:52:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, welcome to the green here at 18 [inaudible].  Noticeably upset about not taking advantage of that drive.  Now this putt just off the edge of the green coming up that false front, [inaudible] very slow.
00:33:09:19

LANNY WADKINS: The putt from down here has moved right at the hole for everyone that's had this, Billy-Ray.  They're playing it fairly straight, and as a hole, it tends to go right pretty good.

00:33:17:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, there's a little crown just to the right where all the water feeds off.
00:33:22:05

LANNY WADKINS: Mm, good try.

00:33:25:18

JOHN COOK: Lanny, he's read that better than most.

00:33:27:09

LANNY WADKINS: He has.  He came close where everybody else has missed it a foot or more right.  Monty, at least, was close, and Jerry Kelly should have had, as Billy-Ray would say, a watchful eye on that one.

00:33:38:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Laughs He certainly did.  All right, Monty will look back today and say, "What could have been."  He really played well from tee to green.  [Inaudible] let him down.

00:33:49:01

LANNY WADKINS: He might have turned--he might have turned 64 into 68 today.  Take a look at this.  Bounces coming on the green but looks good here.  There it goes.
00:34:04:22

JOHN COOK: But if he keeps hitting his tee shots and his irons the way he did, tomorrow he's gonna have a legitimate chance.

00:34:13:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: There's no doubt about that.  I mean, if he keeps this up, you know, you can't keep a, what I call a pretty good putter, Colin Montgomerie, down for that long.

00:34:23:22

JOHN COOK:  Yeah.  Billy-Ray, I'm--I was never opposed to a putter change.  It seems like the first day or so afterwards it usually behaves pretty quick.  It wanted in the bag, so we'll see.

00:34:34:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And for you, Lanny, it was always caddy change.  Any kind of change.  You were never scared to pull a trigger on a change.

00:34:42:01

LANNY WADKINS: When?

00:34:43:16

JOHN COOK: Jerry Kelly didn't learn very much, did he?

00:34:45:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He did not.
00:34:56:25

BOB PAPA: Even par 70 for Jerry Kelly.

00:34:59:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [laughs] He's gonna be tired today, Bob.  That was a working man's even par.

00:35:04:12

BOB PAPA: At one point on this back 9, he had a 3-shot lead.  He'll go into Sunday with a 1-shot lead.  Robert Karlsson with his par, a 2 over 72 today.  And the [inaudible] elbows for all.  Jerry Kelly with a 70 today.  He'll take a 1-shot lead into the final round at the Bridgestone Senior Players with three players just a shot back.  All the guys at 3 over are still in the mix, as well.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:35:49:09

BOB PAPA: A look at Firestone Country Club, the south course.  Some heavy rain hitting the area in Akron, Ohio.  Blew the horn about 1:00 so we're in a weather delay.  Let's take a look at some of the highlights from earlier.  Jerry Kelly with the lead going into the final round by 1 shot and, Lanny Wadkins, is second at the 1st.  Perfect.
00:36:10:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yes, it was.  You want to make an opening statement when you're leading, Jerry does that here at the 1st.  Just stuffs it in there.  Beautiful play.

00:36:17:11

BOB PAPA: If he'd make the birdie, that would get him to 3 under par.  Scott Parel playing with Jerry Kelly and Woody Austin.  Scott was in the final group last year.  In fact, he had the 54-hole lead answering Kelly's birdie at the 1st.

00:36:29:03

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, you want to show the leader that you're here to come get him, and that's a great start for Scott Parel.
00:36:35:22

BOB PAPA: Meanwhile, Miguel Angel Jiminez, winner earlier this year at the Mitsibshi Electric Championship at Hualalai, his third shot at the par-5 2nd.

00:36:43:26

LANNY WADKINS: [Inaudible] to where he couldn't get at this green and 2 but plays a marvelous wedge shot in there, brings it back right underneath the flag.
00:36:51:27

BOB PAPA: If he'd make the birdie putt, that would get him the even 3 off the lead.  How about Ernie Els, the winner at the Hoag earlier this year, playing in his first senior major and his third shot at the 2nd.

00:37:02:26

LANNY WADKINS: Short-sighted himself over to the right side of the green.  This is just a marvelous little pitch by Ernie.

00:37:09:08

BOB PAPA: Needed to respond after a bogey at the 1st to make the birdie putt there, 5 off the lead.  Then Scott Parel's third shot at the par-5 2nd.
00:37:18:03

LANNY WADKINS: And talk about cool shots, look at this little spinner from out of the roof by Scott Parel.  That's some great touch.

00:37:24:18

BOB PAPA: So he would get to 3 under with the birdie putt made there.  Jerry Kelly also had a birdie putt.
00:37:31:13

LANNY WADKINS: Coming up the slope about 15 feet underneath the hole, left all the way.
00:37:36:22

BOB PAPA: So now Kelly and Parel sharing the lead at 3 under par.  Colin Montgomerie got himself in a little bit of trouble at the par-4 3rd.  This is his third shot.

00:37:49:00

LANNY WADKINS: Out of the back right bunker, greens are still firm at this time.  It hasn't rained yet.  That's releasing well [inaudible] by the hole.
00:37:55:23

BOB PAPA: So Monty would make the bogey and fall back to even 3 off the lead.  That same 3rd hole in the final group, Jerry Kelly's second shot into the par-4.

00:38:07:28

LANNY WADKINS:  The driver is still behaving driving it right in the middle of the fairway setting up a nice short iron for Kelly, and he goes flag hunting once again.  His irons are dialed in today.

00:38:17:02

BOB PAPA: [Horns blaring] So after Kelly hit the shot at 1:00 p.m. Eastern, the horns sounded and that sent us into this weather delay.  Jerry Kelly and Scott Parel share the lead at 3 under par.  They're 2 shots clear of Woody Austin with Jimenez and Montgomerie at even.  See Ernie Els in that group at 2 over par.
00:38:41:17

JOHN COOK: We're going to go up to the 11th hole now.  Doug Barron got a nice scorecard going.  Birdie attempt.  Gonna go up the hill, move back to the left and back to the right, and, my goodness, Doug Barron, 5 under for the day. Second shot for Scott Dunlap at the 6.  There's only been one birdie today [club swing] at the 6 and that was Rod Pampling, who went out in 31.
00:39:09:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Hole location over on the right-hand side, and Scott Dunlap takes dead aim.  What a great shot that was.  And you can see how much more receptive these greens are right now.

00:39:21:14

JOHN COOK: 3rd shot for Fred Couples at the 6.
00:39:24:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Long bunker shot all the way across the green, and it's gonna move left or right.  Pretty well done there by Fred.

00:39:35:04

JOHN COOK: Jimenez, just in front of Monty.  Jimenez can also make some birdies in bunches.  This is right at it.  Needs to stay.  Kevin Sutherland, 13th hole, just in the left rough.  Just depends on the lie.  Nice clean card going for Kevin.  Two birdies, no bogeys.  Hole location today way in the back, back center.  There is a false front, it runs about 14 yards.  If it doesn't get up that, it will not get all the way to the--won't come back off the green, at least running it up.  This is well judged.  Excellent play, Kevin Sutherland, out of the left rough.  Ernie Els for birdie at the 9th.  Nice look here.  Going back up the hill, move up a little right to left.  Oh, nice catch all.  All right.  Up ahead to 13, Kevin Sutherland saw that great approach from the left rough.  Ran it all the way up to here, a good look.  Three birdies, no bogeys.  We're at the 11th, Mike Weir going back up the hill.  Big breaker from right to left.  Where is he?  Walking in it.  Paddling back.
00:41:32:22

BOB PAPA: Fred Couples on the tee.  Sees hit, negative 11 greens.  But not making any putts.
00:41:43:09

LANNY WADKINS: He's starting to get the irons really dialed in though, Bob.  He's hitting some quality iron shots.
00:41:49:15

JOHN COOK: Up to 13 and Steve Stricker for a good birdie opportunity.  Hasn't been Strict's best performances of the week.  Now Ernie Els live.  Nice shot from the left rough over top of the trees.

00:42:09:09

LANNY WADKINS: You've got to be a big strong guy to hit that shot, Cookie.

00:42:12:00

JOHN COOK: Yeah, I--it sounded a little clunky to me and flew right on up there so, uh--
00:42:15:15

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah, I’m not sure that one's in my repertoire.  Or ever was.
00:42:21:19

JOHN COOK: Ernie, today, with three bogeys, two birdies.  It goes back down the hill.  Doesn't do a lot but goes slightly right to left.  Beautiful pace to that stroke, Lanny.
00:42:41:21

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.

00:42:41:23

JOHN COOK: 15th hole, tee shot of Steve Stricker, today playing 205. [club swing] Hole location in the front left.  Trying to bring it in from right to left.  And this is well done.  You could sell that one here in about an hour.

00:43:00:19

BOB PAPA: Steve Stricker had a hole in one last year at the 7th here at the Bridgestone Senior Players.
00:43:11:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A little 5 iron for Kelly.
00:43:17:28

JOHN COOK: Seems like a lot of club, Billy-Ray.

00:43:20:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, it's, you know, just a little breeze.  I think he'll take something off this though.  [club swing]
00:43:25:04

JOHN COOK: He did.

00:43:25:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He does.
00:43:27:08

JOHN COOK: Like the follow-through.  This is a good looking shot right here.

00:43:29:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, he played a shot and did he ever.

00:43:33:02

JOHN COOK: Whoa!  A hole in one for Jerry Kelly.

00:43:36:13

LANNY WADKINS: Come on.

00:43:36:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You've got to be kidding me.

00:43:41:11

BOB PAPA: Would that be timely?

00:43:42:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That would be very timely.  I love the fact that he played his shot.  Result wasn't bad.

00:43:52:18

JOHN COOK: Wow.

00:43:52:29

JERRY KELLY: Still haven't seen it yet, I don't know.  [laughs] I'll be all for it.  Oh, that was a late birthday present for Coop right there.  No doubt.  Boy, it's been a long time since I've had one of those. [clapping] [club swings] Come on.  [laughing]  Give me some of that.

MALE: No, I can't touch it.

JERRY KELLY: High five.

00:44:54:02

BOB PAPA: Wow, amazing.
00:44:57:29

JOHN COOK: Steve Stricker at 15.  Beautiful tee shot.  Oh, that wasn't very Steve Stricker-like but, uh, got it in anyway.  [club swings]  Woody Austin with a beautiful, beautiful shot there.
00:45:25:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, that was a 4 iron for Austin.  Also a 4 iron for Jerry Kelly.
00:45:32:14

JOHN COOK: Billy-Ray, Jerry has just been hole high and that is so important at this level, in this game, especially on Sunday trying to win down the stretch is controlling your distance and controlling your trajectory and Jerry's done a really nice job of that.

00:45:48:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I think you hit the nail right on the head there.  This is a 5 iron for Parel.  He's been able to fluctuate his trajectory, and that's giving him great distance control, you know, given some of the breezes and crosswinds, so Jerry Kelly locked in right now.  [club swings]  Sends this way out to the right.  This is gonna miss right, as well.
00:46:09:24

JOHN COOK: He got really underneath that one right there and had no chance to hang back and slap it up there, but Jerry Kelly, look at him in control.  Bridgeton Senior Players Championship.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:46:30:26

JOHN COOK: We are back.  Final round action.  Bridgestone Senior Players.  Firestone Country Club.  Scott Parel now right of the right bunkers.  Billy-Ray, looks like the lie is okay.
00:46:42:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah, the lie is fine.  It's in the upslope.  I think this is doable.  I mean, he's got the lie and the upslope, he can hoist this [club swings] high enough and let it land softly.  Even though he didn't have much green to work with, I think he's pulling it off.
00:46:55:16

JOHN COOK:  Pretty good.  Gonna leave him about five feet.  Woody Austin now back at the 15th after that beautiful tee shot, Billy-Ray.

00:47:07:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And a beautiful tee shot for Woody.  Got a good read from that little pitch shot from Scott Parel, know it's gonna go a little left.
00:47:18:00

JOHN COOK:  That'll make--put a smile on Woody Austin's face and hands raised like he conquered.
00:47:23:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, he made a nice par putt back at 14 from about 12 feet.

00:47:28:18

JOHN COOK: Mike Weir, birdie putt, back up the hill.  He's getting his feet wet out here on the PGA Tour Champions.  I think he'll do well.
00:47:43:13

BOB PAPA: Miguel Angel Jimenez with a 2-putt par, did not make the birdie.  Now Monty for his birdie at 16.  Looking for his first birdie of the day.  2 over on his rounds start of the day, just 1 back.

00:47:59:21

LANNY WADKINS: Pretty simple look right there.  Not a lot in this but Monty's fought speed all week and he--that was better.  Very nice.
00:48:15:15

BOB PAPA: So that gets Monty to even.  Come on and you look back at his round yesterday, got off to the fast start, and if the putter was even--

00:48:26:29

LANNY WADKINS: Close to paving.

00:48:27:13

BOB PAPA: --neutral--

00:48:28:06

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.

00:48:29:00

BOB PAPA: --he would have been fine.

00:48:29:18

LANNY WADKINS: He, yeah, he hit it closer to the hole than anyone we saw, uh, all week yesterday.  He could have posted the low number of the week yesterday and been right in the middle of this fight today.

00:48:40:28

BOB PAPA: Mike Weir, his 2nd at 18 just a moment ago.  Mike Weir turned [club swings] 50 on May the 12th.  This is his second event on the PGA Tour Champions, 2003 Masters winner and [applause] another Masters champion, a two-time Masters champion, Bernhard Langer in there tight, as well.  Now Jerry Kelly for his par.
00:49:03:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, to be honest with you, I know that's what he's feeling inside, maybe, you know, just maybe a little better attitude at times.  That's one thing about Woody though, he continues to grind.

00:49:16:15

BOB PAPA: So now Jerry Kelly walks to 17 with a 4-shot lead.  Up at 18, Bernhard Langer never made that charge this weekend.  Finished in style though with a birdie for the three-time champion.  Scott Parel did pick up his third win of the year as we take a look at the winners this year.  Miguel Angel Jimenez beating Ernie Els and Fred Couples in a play-off at the Mitsubishis Electric Championship at Hualalai.  Brett Quigley wins in Morocco.  Scott Parel with a bogey free, 63 in the final round, 2 shots over Bob Estes at the Chubb Classic.  Bernhard Langer winning for the 41st time in Tuscan, and Ernie Els in Newport Beach wins the Hoag Classic.  And then Jim Furyk became the 19th player to win in his PGA Tour Champions debut as he won the Ally Challenge.  [applause]  So a double bogey for Jerry Kelly, but he is the winner of the 2020 Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.  Four years on the PGA Tour Champions, now a win in each of the four years.  His first major.  He's earned a spot in the Players next year.  So with the $450,000, Jerry Kelly has jumped all the way from 18th to 6th, and now Scott Parel sits atop the leaderboard.  Congratulations to Jerry Kelly, a 2-shot win over Scott Parel and certainly Firestone has proven to be a very difficult test with only two players under par.  But in the end, Jerry Kelly had the co-lead through 18, led through 36 and 54 and wins it down the stretch.  [music]
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