PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS – BASS PRO SHOPS CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:33:14

BOB PAPA: A lot of PGA Tour Champions are familiar with Buffalo Ridge.  It was part of the rotation for five years for the Bass Pro Shops Legends of Golf.  And yes, the buffalo do roam, especially along that first fairway down the left-hand side.  Hopefully, nobody's wearing red today.  Bob Fazio-designed.  Opened in 1999.  Redesigned by Fazio in 2014.  Par 71.  And measuring 7,036 yards.  On a gorgeous piece of property in the Ozarks.  Let's take a look at some highlights.  Steve Stricker for a birdie at the par-5 8th.
00:01:12:25

LANNY WADKINS: Left it right underneath the hole.  Just up the hill.  And putter's working better this week than last week.
00:01:19:26

BOB PAPA: There are fi--there are five par 3s out on the golf course, three on the front side.  Vijay Singh wrapping it up for his opening nine at the 9th, 186 yards.
00:01:29:29

LANNY WADKINS: He's been swinging exceptionally well.  Waiting for his--him to break through and shoot a number.  It looks like he might be on his way today.  Great shot there at the 9th.
00:01:38:11

BOB PAPA: Yeah.  He'd make birdie right there.  And then Ernie Els at the par-5 8th.  Lanny, we saw him reach the difficult par-5 16th at Firestone last week.  And Ernie takes a little different route.
00:01:51:18

LANNY WADKINS: He does.  He's got more strength than most.  Goes right through a tree.  Uses the slope.  And just great result.  Gets down to six feet.  He would make that for eagle.
00:02:02:00

BOB PAPA: Yeah.  And that would get him to 4 under par.  And then Ernie Els makes the turn.  Par-4 10th for his birdie.
00:02:08:12

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  The stroke has been looking pretty good for Ernie.  He's had nothing to show for it.  Might be a different story this week.  Look out when the big man gets in front.
00:02:18:15

BOB PAPA: One of seven World Golf Hall-of-Famers in the field here this week.  One of our featured groups featuring Ernie Els, Bernhard Langer, and last year's Schwab Cup Champion, Scott McCarron.
00:02:33:29

BOB PAPA: Now we've got Billy-Ray Brown with this group.  Fred Couples and Vijay Singh, World Golf Hall-of-Famers.  And by virtue of his 2nd-place finish last week at Firestone, Scott Parel sits atop the Charles Schwab Cup Standings.
00:02:49:17

BOB PAPA: Over at the 13th, Vijay Singh for birdie.
00:02:53:11

LANNY WADKINS: Had a good little hop off the bunker.  And the putter is working for Vijay.
00:02:58:22

BOB PAPA: This just a moment ago over at 14.  Darren Clarke for his birdie, playing with Steve Stricker and Miguel Angel Jimenez.
00:03:07:16

LANNY WADKINS: Pretty nice stroke there by the big man.
00:03:11:12

BOB PAPA: So he moves to 4 under.
00:03:15:06

BOB PAPA: Now Fred Couples for his third at 14.
00:03:20:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Ball just on the downslope here for Couples.  Beautiful lay-up.  He's got 103 yards.  And in that right section of the fairway he can take dead aim at this.  He saw the shot of Vijay Singh spin back off the green.  I would expect this one to go a bit long and try to use some spin to his advantage.  Should come back.
00:03:38:13

LANNY WADKINS: It does.
00:03:38:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It is.
00:03:40:06

LANNY WADKINS: That's just a great play there, Billy-Ray.  Really controlled his spin.  That was lovely.
00:03:45:12

BOB PAPA: This just a moment ago at the difficult 15th.  Playing as the hardest hole on the golf course today.  Miguel Angel Jimenez for his birdie.
00:03:55:04

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Just a wonderful shot in here.  And he buries that one.  So Miguel getting it back to even par.  Not really keeping pace so far this week.
00:04:06:17

BOB PAPA: Over at 16, Darren Clarke stalking a birdie putt.  I should point out our colleague John Cook, who's in the field this week, a birdie at 17.  So Cookie's at even.
00:04:21:12

LANNY WADKINS: He's got 18, a par 5 coming up.  Maybe he can finish it off in style.
00:04:29:14

BOB PAPA: His game looked pretty good last week over on the West Course at, uh, Firestone.
00:04:33:10

LANNY WADKINS: It did.  We saw a lot of it.  He's got sufficient length.  And iron game looked nice.  Chipping might have been a little testy here and there.  But he hits a lot of greens.
00:04:46:22

BOB PAPA: And he rolls it beautifully.  Let's see if Clarke can make the birdie here.
00:04:55:16

LANNY WADKINS: Good putt, there.  Beautiful stroke.
00:04:58:25

BOB PAPA: And he's within 1 of the lead.  This is a guy that you have had big expectations for when he turned 50 last year.  He played well in Tucson at the Cologuard Classic.  But hasn't really able--been able to put three strong rounds together.
00:05:13:01

LANNY WADKINS: He really hasn't.  He--like you said, he got off to a good start.  But then he kind of stalled as the year went on.
00:05:24:04

BOB PAPA: Vijay Singh for his birdie at 15.
00:05:30:22

LANNY WADKINS: Still very strong and still very flexible.  Long golf swing.  And really hits the ball very solid.  This club is--depends on how Vijay goes.
00:05:45:26

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he aimed it right there.  That was a misread.
00:05:51:27

BOB PAPA: There's been only nine birdies at 15 today. [cup rattles] 15's played as the hardest hole on the golf course.  16, the sixth-hardest, and 17 the fourth-hardest.
00:06:04:03

BOB PAPA: Another Hall-of-Famer, Bernhard Langer, at 15.  And, uh, [club swing] Lanny, it had to be a really special moment for you.
00:06:10:11

LANNY WADKINS: Unbelievable moment, Bob.  It really was.  Kind of a culmination to, you know, a--a big part of my life, playing golf in Ryder Cups, and something that I had done.  And very honored to be part of this.

00:06:23:14

BOB PAPA: Par-5 18th, second shot for Steve Stricker. [club swing]
00:06:31:01

LANNY WADKINS: Always very long with a 3 wood.  Should be able to get close to this green.  He does.  Hammers it right into the center.  What a shot by Stricker.  He's got that for eagle.
00:06:43:23

BOB PAPA: Now, a moment ago, 3rd for Darren Clarke at the par-5 18th.
00:06:47:19

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he had the firepower to get here in 2.  Big, strong man.  And pretty simple, straightforward bunker shot for Darren.  That'll be an easy 4, it should be.
00:07:01:01

BOB PAPA: Now Langer for his par at 16.  Again, it's Live PGA Tour Champions Golf from Ridgedale, Missouri, Buffalo Ridge Golf Course. Charles Schwab Series at Bass Pro Shops Big Cedar Lodge.  With the PGA Tour Champions schedule losing 13 events and combining 2020 and 2021, Miller Brady, the President of the PGA Tour Champions, along with Johnny Morris of Bass Pro Shops, putting together a couple of tournaments.  And players will stay right in Ridgedale, Missouri.  And next it will be the Charles Schwab Ozarks National, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.
00:07:51:23

BOB PAPA: Stricker for his eagle at 18.
00:07:54:19

LANNY WADKINS: It would be a nice way to cap off the day.  Two big shots.  Great shot here by Stricker.  You always feel like a guy like Stricker is one swing and one putt from kind of getting on a roll. [putter clicks]
00:08:16:25

LANNY WADKINS: Just needed a little more pace on that--that line.
00:08:24:29

LANNY WADKINS: About as far back as we've seen anyone in two shots here today. [club swing] Kind of a three-quarter wedge for Mike.  And he just gets a little frisky.  Carries it deep, goes over the back edge.  I think he could have flown it back to the hole.  But he needed to bring it in a little bit higher.
00:08:50:00

BOB PAPA: Tom Lehman bogey-free 7-under 64 to share the lead with Shane Birch, who is playing the par-3 9th, his final hole.  A two-shot lead over Darren Clarke, Tim Petrovic, Wes Short, Jr.  Steven Stricker, Vijay Singh, Glen Day, three back with 4-under-par 67. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:09:17:22

BOB PAPA: Buffalo Ridge Golf Course, the Tom Fazio design, was part of the rotation in the Bass Pro Shops Legends of Golf for five years.  Then it was a team competition.  Now the players are playing the golf course on their own.  A par 71, measuring just over 7,000 yards.  Had seven players get through the golf course yesterday bogey-free.  Bob Papa, Lanny Wadkins, as we take a look at some highlights.  And Bernhard Langer making a move.  His birdie at the 13th.
00:09:48:10

LANNY WADKINS: A very difficult hole.  A wonderful shot in there.  And Bernhard Langer making putts.
00:09:54:11

BOB PAPA: That would get Langer to 8 under.  He would birdie 15 to get to minus 9.  Another World Golf Hall-of-Famer, Vijay Singh, his third shot at the par-5 8th.
00:10:03:15

LANNY WADKINS: Got to the green in two.  Had a pretty simple bunker shot up the hill.  That makes for an easy birdie.
00:10:11:10

BOB PAPA: Now Duffy Waldorf celebrating his 58th birthday today.  His second shot at the par-5 8th.
00:10:16:03

LANNY WADKINS: And using the slope.  Watch this bounce for Duffy.  Coming off the high right side of the green.  It's gonna get down there nice and tight.  Beautiful shot.  That's how you'd want it up.
00:10:28:03

BOB PAPA: [Indistinct] He'd go on to make eagle.  That would get him to 10 under par.  All pars since.
00:10:34:01

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch playing in only his second event on the PGA Tour Champions.  He was a medalist at Qualifying School last year.  Pours in the birdie putt at 7.  That got him to 10 under par.
00:10:47:02

BOB PAPA: And then he backs it up, Lanny, with his birdie at the par-5 8th.
00:10:50:08

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Wonderful shot in here.  Just--putting stroke looks nice and tight.  And, uh, Shane is making some putts.
00:10:58:23

BOB PAPA: And then just moments ago, at the par-4 10th, Bertsch with a gorgeous shot and he pours in the birdie.  That gets him to 12 under, 5 under on his round today.  Six birdies and a bogey.
00:11:14:01

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch with a two-shot lead over Duffy Waldorf.  Bernhard Langer within three.  Some more Hall-of-Famers, like Vijay Singh and Colin Montgomerie within four, along with Darren Clarke, Tom Lehman, and Scott Parel.  Wes Short, Jr. also at 8 under.  Retief Goosen, Kenny Perry at 7 under.  Ernie Els and K.J. Choi at 6 under par.  You see Fred Couples, 4 under through 17 holes.
00:11:45:11

BOB PAPA: Over at 13, Kenny Perry has this putt for birdie on the par-4 13th.
00:11:52:12

LANNY WADKINS: Kenny hitting a lot of quality shots.  A pretty good look right here.  Yes, it was.  Beautiful putt.
00:12:01:04

LANNY WADKINS: And Lehman looks like he's got a good 45 feet up the slope, Billy-Ray.
00:12:06:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he does, Lanny.  And, you know, there's a ridge that bisects this green from back to front.  So you've got to putt up and over that ridge.  It comes up the ridge, then turns sharply back to the left.
00:12:21:09

BOB PAPA: We saw Darren Clarke in the previous group not get it to the hole.  There's that ridge that Billy-Ray was talking about.
00:12:31:16

LANNY WADKINS: Hard to get it there.  Right on line, though.
00:12:37:05

BOB PAPA: Tom Lehman 1 under on his round today.  A birdie on the opening hole.  Bogeyed the 2nd, birdied the 8th.  The rest pars.
00:12:48:07

BOB PAPA: Let's take a look at Shane Bertsch's scorecard.  He was tied for 45th in his PGA Tour Champions debut at the Ally Challenge.  He turned 50 in March.  And obviously, due to COVID-19, the season was on pause.  So he didn't make his debut until Warwick Hills, where Jim Furyk was the winner.  But Billy-Ray, he seems pretty comfortable out here right now.
00:13:12:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He's showing signs of really not backing off.  You know, just for his second event, he's going along nicely, too.  In control of his golf ball off the tee.  And that's crucial here. [putter clicks] Good enough.  How about that, boys?
00:13:28:27

LANNY WADKINS: Boy, is he rolling his ball.  Wow.  He has got the putter cooking.
00:13:35:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: That went center cut.
00:13:39:20

BOB PAPA: He's 6 under on his round, and now is at 13 under.  And he's pushed the lead to three.
00:13:50:17

LANNY WADKINS: Take a look at this reaction.  And he's egging that on.  He--he's looking very positive about everything.  And why wouldn't you when the putter feels that good?
00:14:02:06

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch, a rookie on the PGA Tour Champions Medalist at the 2019 Q School, played his college golf at Texas A&M, had three wins on the Korn Ferry Tour.  His best finish on the PGA Tour was just tied for 5th at the 1996 Greater Vancouver Open.  But taking advantage of things here at Buffalo Ridge.
00:14:24:12

BOB PAPA: Now Tom Lehman for his par.  A similar putt that we saw Darren Clarke just hole out. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]
00:14:36:04

GOLFER: Excellent putt.
00:14:39:22

BOB PAPA: Nicely done by Lehman.  We haven't seen many shots close.
00:14:47:08

BOB PAPA: Now Wes Short for his par.
00:14:49:08

LANNY WADKINS: Missed the green left.  Chipped to here.  About nine feet for Wes.  Yes.  Very nice save there.
00:15:07:22

BOB PAPA: Well, after six straight pars, Vijay Singh trying to make a birdie.  He birdied 6, 7, and 8.  All pars since.
00:15:16:25

LANNY WADKINS: 18-footer, just cruising.  Yes, he does.  Beautiful putt.  That had some pace to it.
00:15:22:25

BOB PAPA: Right after hitting his tee shot in the fairway bunker, Lehman, a moment ago, his third at 13. [club swing]
00:15:30:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And just a short pitch from just under 80 yards.  Bringing this in very low.
00:15:35:13

LANNY WADKINS: That didn't grab, either, Billy-Ray.  That just took off and released.
00:15:40:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: I really thought that one would spin.  He caught that one nicely.
00:15:44:10

BOB PAPA: Well, you don't want to be making bogeys on par-5s because they're the holes that you have to attack here at Buffalo Ridge.
00:15:51:18

LANNY WADKINS: A putter can make up for a lot.  But not gonna happen this hole.  And Duffy's not done yet.
00:16:04:00

BOB PAPA: After a wonderful tee shot--and we've seen a lot of players here at 13 not use driver.  Bertsch did use driver, as Billy-Ray said, was in the mayor's office.  But he's got this putt for birdie.
00:16:20:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: You know, coming down the slope.  And the first quarter comes back down through a little ridge and then actually levels out the last part of the putt.
00:16:31:00

LANNY WADKINS: I like the play off the tee.  I like the fact that he's feeling confident and aggressive enough to take driver on that line, leaving himself a shorter club.  I mean, that's--that's the way you win golf tournaments.  Get aggressive in the places that you feel comfortable.
00:16:45:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, he's long enough off the tee.  He carried that bunker down the left side--left-hand side, took it out of play.
00:16:55:17

LANNY WADKINS: Wow! How about that?
00:16:57:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN: My goodness.
00:16:58:14

LANNY WADKINS: Talk about a bounce-back.  Misses--misses the little on the previous hole and hammers the downhiller right in the gut.
00:17:10:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Walked it right in.
00:17:12:25

BOB PAPA: Tim Petrovic, a good look at birdie.  Back up the hill.
00:17:18:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  He was able to keep that second shot, as you said, Bob, below the hole.  So he can be very aggressive with this putt, can Petrovic. [putter clicks] Really smooth stroke there.  And got it.
00:17:31:11

LANNY WADKINS: It was smooth.  And it was a great read, Billy-Ray.  Considering the other two putts ahead of him both turned hard the other direction.  And he just played that straight.  Great read.
00:17:42:17

BOB PAPA: Third shot for Wes Short at the par-5 14th.
00:17:46:08

LANNY WADKINS: This is the one Duffy Waldorf put off to the right of the green and it stayed there. [club swing] Just a short club in here for Wes Short.  A lot of shorts.  And he's got a short putt.
00:18:00:11

BOB PAPA: Back at 14 a moment ago, Shane Bertsch's second at 14.
00:18:07:10

LANNY WADKINS: It looked like the same hybrid that he hit off the tee.  So back-to-back hybrids.  Just get it in position, hopefully, up the left-hand side of the fairway.  That's kind of dead center, right there.
00:18:20:05

BOB PAPA: Darren Clarke for his birdie after the bogey at 13.
00:18:26:18

LANNY WADKINS: It should be down the hill, right to left.  And didn't get it high enough.  It looked like he hit it where he was looking.  Just not a good read.
00:18:45:14

BOB PAPA: Up at 18, Bernhard Langer at the par-5 18th.  Trying to finish off his round in style.
00:18:53:11

LANNY WADKINS: About 18 feet.  Moving left to right.  Oh, wow. [cup rattles]
00:19:00:22

BOB PAPA: Bernhard Langer with a 64 today.  8 birdies.  Made a bogey at the 7th.
00:19:08:25

LANNY WADKINS: That was a good visual for Shane Bertsch.
00:19:17:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Indistinct] clubs a lot lower. [club swing] He's doing that, as well.  It needs to get up, it gets over that ridge.  Oh, hits right in the face of that.  Oh, beautifully done, there.  Well-judged.  One, the trajectory.  But also, the spin.
00:19:32:24

BOB PAPA: [Music] Forget about the bogey at 12.  Shane Bertsch rolling in the long birdie putt at 13.  And he's in tight at 14, trying to spread his lead to 4. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:19:49:25

BOB PAPA: Back at the par-5 14th here at the Charles Schwab Series at Bass Pro Shops Big Cedar Lodge Buffalo Ridge Golf Course.  Playing host to the PGA Tour Champions.  This is Round Two.  The Final Round will be on Friday.  And the players will get the weekend off before returning to action for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at Ozarks National.
00:20:15:06

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch for yet another birdie at 14.
00:20:20:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Well, you couldn't ask for a better leave here, Lanny.  It's back up the hill.  And overall, not a lot of break in this putt.  The--you keep the pace up, I still think you gotta keep it inside the hole.
00:20:34:22

LANNY WADKINS: With that right side being a little bit higher, it's gotta be right edge or right inside.  But there are balls that have not spinned back left.  And a couple of them hung to the right earlier.  So I think Billy-Ray is correct.  Probably right-center, right inside edge, solid.  Yep.
00:20:54:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN: [Chuckle]
00:20:54:28

LANNY WADKINS: Just like that.
00:20:55:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Just like that.
00:20:59:14

LANNY WADKINS: He doesn't look flustered or--or intimidated at all, Billy-Ray.
00:21:04:17

BOB PAPA: He's 7 under today.
00:21:05:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Not at all.
00:21:07:15

BOB PAPA: Making only his second start on the PGA Tour Champions.  A tie for 45th at the Ally Challenge.  Scott Parel has the lead.  Brett Quigley in 2nd.  Bernhard Langer, lurking this week, is currently in third place.  First Place check goes $450,000.  So Shane Bertsch, after a tie for 45th at the Ally Challenge, could make a nice jump with a win this week.
00:21:33:25

BOB PAPA: Kenny Perry for birdie at 16.
00:21:36:06

LANNY WADKINS: He keeps having really good looks.  Hitting quality shots.  Got to get the putter hot.  Did he hit it?  Yes, he did.  That was quick down that slope.
00:21:49:11

BOB PAPA: So Kenny Perry is at 9 under, 5 under on his round, and 5 off the lead.
00:21:55:04

LANNY WADKINS: And the thing about Kenny Perry, a great driver of the ball.  Hitting a lot of quality irons, he's having good looks every hole.
00:22:03:07

BOB PAPA: Now just a formality here at 14 for Tom Lehman's birdie.
00:22:19:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  Not much in this putt here for Tom Lehman.  If it has anything, it might turn just a little bit to the right.  But with this distance, again, inside left.  And no worries.
00:22:33:15

LANNY WADKINS: It shouldn't be an issue here.  Heck, our buddy Hub could make this one.
00:22:44:21

LANNY WADKINS: Another birdie for Lehman.  He needs a few more coming to the house to kind of get back in this a little bit.
00:22:51:11

BOB PAPA: Ernie Els for his birdie at 18.  Ernie had it going early.
00:22:57:07

LANNY WADKINS: That's two days in a row he's kind of let it get away.
00:23:03:07

BOB PAPA: Ernie, uh, made three in a row.  After a bogey at 7, birdied 8, made the turn in 34.  Then birdied 10, 11, and 12.  But then a bogey at 13.  And all pars coming in.
00:23:17:22

BOB PAPA: Ernie Els, one of the three first-time winners on the PGA Tour Champions this year.  Brett Quigley in Morocco was victorious.  Then Ernie Els in his third start since turning 50, won the Hoag Classic.  And Jim Furyk did him a little better.  He became the 19th player in PGA Tour Champions history in over 40 years to win in his debut, winning the Ally Challenge at Warwick Hills.  Our own Lanny Wadkins is part of that group of 19 to have won in their PGA Tour Champions debut.  A pretty select list.  And not easy to do.
00:23:54:19

BOB PAPA: Third shot for Darren Clarke at 15.
00:24:00:21

LANNY WADKINS: About four paces short of the green, going with--I think he's going with a little chip-and-run here.  Clarke-y has a great touch around the greens.  Yes, he does.
00:24:12:06

BOB PAPA: How about that?
00:24:12:14

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful shot.
00:24:14:28

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch opened up with a 31 on the front.  Then at the par-4 10th rolls in this putt for birdie.  That got him to 12 under par.
00:24:25:29

BOB PAPA: Lanny, at the par-3 11, not exactly a short putt.
00:24:30:07

LANNY WADKINS: No, it wasn't.  About 30 feet, turning right to left.  But this goes in with perfect pace.
00:24:38:02

BOB PAPA: Bertsch then would miss a short par putt at the par-4 12th.  And bounces back nicely at 13.
00:24:45:11

LANNY WADKINS: He does.  This is a quick downhill putt.  And he really kind of hammers that in there.  Really, an aggressive drive set that up there at 13.
00:24:55:28

BOB PAPA: Then his third shot at the par-5 14th. [club swing]
00:24:59:09

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  This was really well-played.  Hits it in there and just keeps it underneath the flag.  Brings it back.  He's got an uphill look from about six feet.  Just right inside.  Not moving much.  Beautiful.
00:25:12:19

BOB PAPA: He's birdied nine of the 15 holes that he's played today.  Bogeys at 5 and 12.  He is 7 under. And right now, four shots clear of the field.  Wes Short would like to cut into that lead a little bit with a birdie here at 16.
00:25:29:12

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good look.  Just right up the slope for Wes.  Oh, yeah.
00:25:34:22

BOB PAPA: So Wes at 9 under, 4 under on his round.

00:25:42:02

BOB PAPA: Can Vijay Singh join fellow Hall-of-Famer Bernhard Langer in the clubhouse at 10 under?  His--

00:25:48:02

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Kind of--

00:25:48:19

BOB PAPA: --birdie putt at 18.
00:25:49:12

LANNY WADKINS: Kind of a long look for birdie on a par 5.  He can get there on.  And he's gonna be disappointed walking off here with par, I know that.
00:25:59:27

BOB PAPA: Vijay shoots a bogey-free 66 when he taps that in for par.  He shoots 66, bogey-free, Lanny.  You started the day three back.  Now you're five back.
00:26:15:09

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  You're losing ground with 66 around here.  And that's--that's pretty good scoring.
00:26:35:26

LANNY WADKINS: Boy, he did just that.  Didn't go in.  But that's an easy two-putt.
00:26:45:23

BOB PAPA: Up at 18, Steve Stricker for eagle.  There have been no eagles at 18 so far this week.
00:26:54:12

LANNY WADKINS: Had it right on track.  Just didn't get it there.  Stricker's got plenty of length to get there in two.  We've seen a lot of guys that you think are very long that haven't gotten there.
00:27:06:18

BOB PAPA: 68 for Steve today.
00:27:07:28

LANNY WADKINS: He kind of brought it back a little bit.  He had let it go in the middle of the round.
00:27:10:23

BOB PAPA: Kenny Perry birdied 16, then bogeyed 17.  Has this putt for eagle at 18.
00:27:20:14

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, and he hammers it in there.  Beautiful putt.
00:27:23:29

BOB PAPA: First eagle of the week here at the 18th hole.  And that gets Kenny Perry to minus 10 and in a share of 2nd with Bernhard Langer.
00:27:40:12

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty simple look here for Lehman.  Just a couple of feet for birdie.
00:27:55:26

BOB PAPA: Not the kind of day Tom Lehman was looking for.  Even par 71.  Of course, the late Payne Stewart from about 20 minutes away from here in Springfield, Missouri.  And congratulations to Zack Johnson for winning the Payne Steward Award.
00:28:10:29

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.  Completely.  That was wonderful.  And a very deserving win for Zach.
00:28:18:15

BOB PAPA: Bertsch for his par here at 18 to finish off another 64.  nine birdies, two bogeys.  Yesterday the 64 was bogey-free.  But Shane Bertsch in at 14 under, and four-shot lead heading into the Final Round tomorrow.
00:28:45:21

LANNY WADKINS: And another really good up-and-down by Tim Petrovic.  And nice round.  Got steam-rolled today by Bertsch, though.
00:29:00:04

BOB PAPA: [music] Let's take a look at the Leaderboard.  Shane Bertsch back-to-back 64s.  And he'll have a four-shot lead over Bernhard Langer, who shot 64 today.  Kenny Perry, a 65.  Wes Short, a 66.  Vijay is in the mix at 9 under par.  Duffy Waldorf's 58th birthday, a 67.  He's at 8 under.  Steve Stricker, Retief Goosen, Tom Lehman, Jesper Parnevik, Tim Petrovic at 7 under par.  Fred Couples a 3-under 68 today.  He's in at 5.  Mike Weir continues his nice play with a 64.  Scott Verplank at 64 today here at the Charles Schwab Series, the Bass Pro Shops Big Cedar Lodge. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:29:59:13

BOB PAPA: And we are at Buffalo Ridge Golf Course, gorgeous Tom Fazio design.  Opened in 1999 in Ridgedale, Missouri.  And certainly, this is where the buffalo roam, especially down the left side of the 1st fairway.  Part of the rotation of the Bass Pro Shops Legends of Golf for five years where they played a team competition.  Now it's your own ball.  It's individual.  And what a Final Round we have set up for you.
00:30:28:03

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch in only his second event of the PGA Tour Champions started the day with a four-shot lead.  Seven World Golf Hall-of-Famers in the field, Lanny, Wadkins, including this man, Ernie Els, on the tee at the par-3 11th.
00:30:40:13

LANNY WADKINS: Ernie likes to hit a little draw.  This green has a slope.  He catches it.  Works right-to-left, and hole-in-one for Ernie.
00:30:50:04

BOB PAPA: That would get him to 11 under.  Second hole-in-one at 11 this week.  And Ernie Els is now right in contention, looking for his second win of the year.
00:31:00:15

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch, all kinds of problems at the par-3 7th, had this short putt for par.  Missed it.  So he would fall back to even on his round and at 14 under.
00:31:11:05

BOB PAPA: But then the problems began at the par-5 8th, Lanny.
00:31:14:17

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  Missed the simple putt there.  All of a sudden, golf's getting tough for Shane Bertsch.  Just essentially tops it right into a penalty area.  They're looking for it.  But it's in the penalty area.  He will take a drop, hitting his fourth shot to the par 5. [club swing] Shanks it over through the trees, well right of the green.  Doesn't know where it is or what's going on.  And he's got to settle himself down, Bob.
00:31:40:24

BOB PAPA: Yeah.  He made a--they found the ball.  He made a great fifth shot and saved that for bogey.  And here's where we stand right now.  Bertsch at 13 under.  Langer, Singh, Clarke, Tom Byrum, 8 under on his round today.  He's a shot back.  Glen Day, Kenny Perry, and you see Ernie Els just two off the pace.
00:32:05:24

BOB PAPA: And over at the 11th, after a wonderful shot into the par-3 11th that we've seen a lot of shots.  Tom Lehman nearly made a hole-in-one.  Jerry Kelly hit it to a foot.  A moment ago, Jerry, uh--Kenny Perry for his birdie and a share of the lead.  And he has had some pretty good looks today.  And Kenny Perry pours that in.  So Kenny Perry, only his third birdie of the day.  But he's at 13 under.
00:32:36:04

BOB PAPA: And now Shane Bertsch has this for par.  And this just a moment ago.
00:32:48:21

BOB PAPA: Over at 13, Scott Parel currently leads in the Schwab Cup Standings.  Playing his third shot at the par 4.  Just 1 under on his round today.  And he'll save his par at 13.
00:33:04:00

BOB PAPA: Colin Montgomerie looking for his second birdie of the day.
00:33:09:09

LANNY WADKINS: A pretty good look here.  And Monty pulled that one.
00:33:16:12

BOB PAPA: I wonder how much longer he's gonna stick with that putter.
00:33:18:11

LANNY WADKINS: I don't know.  I was actually looking at it.  I thought maybe it was a different one for a second.  But I think you're right.  I think it's still the same one.
00:33:26:20

BOB PAPA: A clean card for Monty, with just the one birdie.
00:33:29:13

BOB PAPA: Now Kenny Perry to get to 14 under and take the lead outright.
00:33:39:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Coming from that back portion of the green.  This putt is gonna come back downhill.  Had a misread back at the par-3 12th.  This putt here, at the end, just might want to work a little bit back to his right. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]
00:33:58:26

BOB PAPA: Buries it.
00:34:00:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, yeah. [clapping]
00:34:02:12

LANNY WADKINS: Beautiful putt there by Kenny Perry.  Great read by Billy-Ray.  He put it just outside the left edge.  And I think after seeing the previous two putts come up short, Kenny gave that a little bit more of a solid hit.  And he's--he's a very bold putter when he's in contention.  Putts with a lot of confidence.
00:34:20:06

BOB PAPA: Now Langer for his par.  And he now is 2 behind Kenny Perry.
00:34:30:03

BOB PAPA: Let's take a look at some of the Charles Schwab Cup Champions over the years.  Allen Doyle won the inaugural.  Hale Irwin, Tom Watson, and then Hale again in 2004.  Watson in '05.  Jay Haas in 2006.  You see a little pattern here.  Alternating, Roberts, Haas, Roberts.  Bernhard Langer got his first.  And then Tom Lehman, the first to go back-to-back.  2013 was the year for Kenny Perry.  He won a couple of majors that year.  Then the run of Langer began.  '14, '15, '16, nearly won in '17.  Won again in '18.  And Scott McCarron the winner last year.  Now, this year, there will be no winner because of COVID-19.  The three Playoff Events are now full field events of 81 players.  And the season will carry over into 2021.  Your status on the Tour this year will carry over to 2021.
00:35:25:22

BOB PAPA: 14.  Now Bertsch, his third.
00:35:30:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Sand wedge for Bertsch. [club swing] Oh, caught that one nicely.  This should spin.
00:35:40:04

LANNY WADKINS: Took a huge first hop and sat down.  But didn't come back any.
00:35:47:28

BOB PAPA: Glen Day for his birdie at 16.  Glen has given himself a lot of chances here on the back nine.
00:35:58:05

LANNY WADKINS: Well, that was a better effort.  That one looked like he was actually trying to make it and not just hope that it goes in.
00:36:05:19

LANNY WADKINS: A good opportunity for Shane Bertsch here, Billy-Ray.  He can kind of steady the ship, so to speak.
00:36:11:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Yeah.  And he got a fantastic read from the putt of Kenny Perry.  I would expect the way Shane putts these longer putts and midrange putts, if this doesn't have a fantastic chance of finding the bottom of the cup.  He saw when Kenny Perry's ball started to lose speed, it started to work its way back to the left. [putter clicks]
00:36:42:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Oh, walks it right in.
00:36:45:13

LANNY WADKINS: That was just a--a simple look right down the slope for him.  And having the read from Kenny Perry, I--it was just--probably as good an opportunity as you good want.  That's a great birdie 4.  A well-played hole there by Shane Bertsch.
00:36:58:06

BOB PAPA: A good look at birdie here.  Langer, four straight pars.  And he's currently 2 off the lead.  This to pull within one.
00:37:09:14

LANNY WADKINS: With exciting holes left.  Yeah, it's maybe a touch longer than I thought.  I thought it was about 10 feet.  It's probably closer to 14.
00:37:25:27

LANNY WADKINS: After seeing what Kenny's did, this should be a little bit left-to-right for Langer.
00:37:40:29

LANNY WADKINS: And your guess to what that means is as good as anybody else's.  I don't know what that means.  They're drawing circles.
00:37:46:03

BOB PAPA: Oh, it's come--they've got some bugs.
00:37:48:09

LANNY WADKINS: Bugs out there.  Yeah.  Okay.
00:37:52:24

BOB PAPA: Well, we have seen Langer bury these putts over the years en route to winning 41 times on the PGA Tour Champions.
00:38:05:15

BOB PAPA: And he pulled to within 1.
00:38:07:28

LANNY WADKINS: He's kind of one of these people that really just thrives on the pressure.  And right now he's feeling it, because he knows if he wants to win, this probably has to go down.  Just like that. [clapping] I mean, I--that was just--that was too much in his wheelhouse, right there.
00:38:25:06

BOB PAPA: How many times have we seen it before?  Langer with the birdie at 15.  So he pulls to within 1 of Perry and Bertsch.  But Bertsch has some work left for his par here at 15.
00:38:38:15

LANNY WADKINS: The thing I like about Langer's putt, it went in dead center, perfect pace.
00:38:45:03

BOB PAPA: Now, yesterday, Bertsch was so steady on these putts.
00:38:50:28

LANNY WADKINS: Yeah.  His approach putting was better yesterday.  He made a nice putt the last hole, uh, before this hole.  But, uh, he was hitting these approach putts up to tap-in distance yesterday.  This is--when your speed's off, it's usually nerves.
00:39:07:29

BOB PAPA: He pulled it.  So Bertsch falls out of the lead, now in a share for 2nd with Langer.  Perry strides to the--or rides to the tee at 16-- [chuckle]
00:39:23:14

LANNY WADKINS: Yes.
00:39:24:11

BOB PAPA: --with a one-shot lead.
00:39:28:16

BOB PAPA: Vijay for his birdie.
00:39:34:09

LANNY WADKINS: Up the slope for Vijay.  Got to be firm.  He was.  He just got a hair too wide. [music]
00:39:42:10

BOB PAPA: The doubles have been costly for Vijay.  But playing great golf.  Kenny Perry, a one-shot lead here in the Final Round.
00:39:50:09

BOB PAPA: 17.  Schwab Cup Leader Scott Parel for his birdie. [putter clicks]
00:39:58:00

LANNY WADKINS: Having a nice week.  When you're leading the Schwab Cup like Scott Parel is, you want to stay in the mix every week.  If you don't win, you want to keep moving that big money forward.
00:40:08:19

LANNY WADKINS: If there was ever a guy due to make a putt, it would be Glen Day.  He has had looks every single hole. [putter clicks]
00:40:19:19

BOB PAPA: Come on, Glen.  There you go.  You know what?  He just shot 66.  2 under on the back.  And he must feel like he shot about 75 with the looks that he had.
00:40:38:23

BOB PAPA: The most wins ever on the PGA Tour Champions, Bob Charles had 25.  Phil Morgan also with 25 wins.  Lee Trevino, 29 wins.  Bernhard Langer has won eight times since turning 60.  He's got 41.  Hale Irwin, the most ever with 45.  But can Langer make a birdie here at 18?
00:41:08:00

BOB PAPA: Now, Bertsch, his fourth shot here at 18. [club clicks]
00:41:14:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Trying to bump-and-run it back up that slope.  Good-looking shot here.
00:41:19:14

LANNY WADKINS: Oh, that's extremely well-done.
00:41:20:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN: A wonderful play there by Bertsch.
00:41:24:01

BOB PAPA: That's a great play by Bertsch.  So he'll have that for his par.  Remember, Glen Day is in after shooting a 66.  So he's in at 13.  Kenny Perry has a monster par putt, as he missed his tee shot right.  It was up against the rock wall.  He hit the rock wall on his second shot, whiffed.  Played his third out to the fairway.  And then his fourth to here.  No bogeys on the scorecard for Perry.
00:41:54:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN: And what a difficult--

00:41:58:23

BOB PAPA: Take it away, Billy-Ray.
00:42:00:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN: What a difficult putt he has here.  He's gotta come up that ridge.  Now, he's got to actually come up the side of that ridge, back uphill.  It's gonna turn right as it comes back up that ridge and try to straighten out at the end.
00:42:24:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN: This is a difficult two-putt from this section of the green.
00:42:37:03

LANNY WADKINS: And that's made even more difficult, Billy-Ray, with that hole location sitting in the shadows.  It makes it that much tougher to judge the speed and the distance. [putter clicks]
00:43:05:16

LANNY WADKINS: That's an unbelievably good putt by Kenny Perry.
00:43:09:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Very, very good.
00:43:12:28

BOB PAPA: So he'll have that for his bogey to back to 13 under.  So now Bernhard Langer, who started the day four back, just missed that birdie putt at 17, thought he made it, now has a birdie putt here at 18 for win number 42.
00:43:40:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Now putting back through the shadows.  He and Terry Holt, as always, double-checking the read here.  It comes back uphill.  And if anything, this ball will try to work its way back up to the left from the get-go, and then maybe back just a hair right at the end.  So a difficult read here for Langer.
00:44:08:05

BOB PAPA: Bernhard Langer, six days shy of his 63rd birthday, going through his preparation one more time.  Shakes the shoulders.  And Langer, this putt for his 42nd win. [putter clicks]
00:44:31:23

LANNY WADKINS: Just didn't hit it up the hill.  Right in the middle.  It was well-read.  And we're gonna have a big boy playoff.
00:44:44:28

BOB PAPA: Bernhard Langer, with 3-under-par 68 joins Glen Day in the clubhouse at 13 under.  Bertsch and Perry still have putts left.
00:45:00:15

BOB PAPA: Now, Bertsch must make this putt for his par to join the playoff.
00:45:23:08

BOB PAPA: And Bertsch, Final Round, 1-over 72.  So he joins Langer and Day in at 13.  And now Kenny Perry has this putt for bogey to make it a four-man playoff. [cup rattles]
00:45:47:08

BOB PAPA: Disappointment for Kenny Perry.  He had a one-shot lead standing on the reachable par-5 18th.  Elbows for everybody.  They're gonna head to the par-5 1st for this four-man playoff.  The 1st hole is played has the second-easiest hole on the golf course.  Bernhard Langer, Kenny Perry, Shane Bertsch, Glen Day to the playoff here in Ridgedale. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:46:25:01

BOB PAPA: The second playoff of the year on the PGA Tour Champions.  We started the year with the Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai.  And now the 8th event, the Charles Schwab Series, the Bass Pro Shops Big Cedar Lodge.  A four-man playoff.  There's all kinds of storylines here.  Langer trying to move closer to Hale Irwin and pick up his 42nd win.  He missed the birdie at 17.  Had a great look.  Thought he made the putt.  Had a chance to win it outright at 18.
00:46:56:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Really no option here whatsoever.  Just a sand wedge. [club swing] Nice, solid contact.  Got it out of the bunker.  Bounced it about 90 yards down the fairway.  A pretty good play there by Langer.
00:47:11:23

BOB PAPA: Billy-Ray, what about the lie and stance for Shane Bertsch?
00:47:17:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It's not gonna be an issue at all.  The ball has come to rest just short of the bunker down that left-hand side.  The ball is sitting, actually, pretty good for Shane Bertsch.  He's got 208 to the front of the green.  And what you have to be looking at now, especially in this situation, given the circumstances with the other three players, look out to the right and try to get this ball on the right side of the green here. [club swing]
00:47:46:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN: He catches it very thin.  This is out to the right.  Oh, it gets a pretty good kick here.  This might chase up on the green, boys.
00:47:55:01

LANNY WADKINS: It did.  He--
00:47:55:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN: There it is.  Working back to his left.  Trying to use the slope now, Lanny.
00:48:01:06

SHANE BERTSCH: Keep going.
00:48:05:15

BOB PAPA: The first playoff at Buffalo Ridge Golf Course at the Schwab Series at Bass Pro Shops Big Cedar Lodge, Glen Day has this putt for birdie.  Shane Bertsch has an eagle putt.  Both Day, Langer, and Perry have shots at birdie.
00:48:25:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN: Really quick coming down the hill here for Glen Day.  He's gotta be thinking make because as you said, Bob, with Bertsch in there for eagle, a must-make here for Glen Day.
00:48:45:04

LANNY WADKINS: That was a good try.  Par's not gonna do him any good.  Langer's three or four feet.  And Shane Bertsch is about about 15, or so, 15 or 18, putting for eagle.  Had to give that a run.  Glen ha--Glen had his opportunities today, no question.
00:49:00:15

BOB PAPA: The putter just didn't cooperate.  Billy-Ray, I--I would think, just looking back here, Bertsch's eagle putt is gonna have Langer a pretty good teach, isn't it?
00:49:15:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN: It will, a pretty big teach.  And--and you saw the putt of Glen Day.  It just shows you how much downhill this is.  Even Shane is coming hole high from the right, that back edge of the green goes away for him.  It's downhill, and definitely gonna turn back to the right.
00:49:30:27

BOB PAPA: He turned 50 on March the 30th.
00:49:31:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN: But Langer will certainly have a watchful eye on there.
00:49:35:08

BOB PAPA: He turned 50 on March the 30th.  A Medalist at PGA Tour Champions Q School.  His second event since turning 50.  Eagle to win. [cheers] And there it is. [clapping] Shane Bertsch with an eagle on the first playoff hole has become the fourth rookie to win on the PGA Tour Champions this year.  And he takes down guys like Langer and Perry, along with Glen Day.
00:50:11:12

LANNY WADKINS: Well, he definitely set it up with the tee shot.  He got it--he was the only one not to be in that right bunker.  Had it where he could put on the green in two.  And then had this 18-footer for eagle.  Puts it out to the left.  And great read.  It sneaks in the edge.  The pace was perfect.  And got it in.
00:50:34:18

BOB PAPA: For a second there, I think he thought it may stay left.  But it took that last turn right.  And with the win, Shane Bertsch, $450,000, the Winner's Check, has moved to 9th position in the Schwab Cup Standings.  Bernhard Langer regains the top spot with his tie for 2nd here this week.
00:50:56:26

BOB PAPA: Wow!  What a finish. [music]
00:51:04:02

BOB PAPA: Shane Bertsch with a defining win in only his second start on the PGA Tour Champions.  Holds off Bernhard Langer.  Kenny Perry had a 1-shot lead going into 18.  Made bogey.  Langer had a couple of birdie putts.  Could not finish it off.  And in the end, Shane Bertsch is victorious. [music]
00:52:08:03
End of Recording
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