PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS - WINCO FOODS PORTLAND OPEN

[Music]
00:00:32:29

STEVE SANDS: It is a cool, crisp day for round one of the WinCo Foods Portland Open--the ninth event on the Korn Ferry Tour since the restart of the season.  The Witch Hollow course at Pumpkin Ridge has a long history of providing drama and we expect more of the same this week.  We have some highlights to pass along.  Drew Weaver, here, at the 18th.  [club swing] He has bunkered.  Craig Perks is alongside.
00:00:55:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Excellent bunker player inside the Top 20 on tour.  And that was magnificent.  Drove it well.  Only missed a couple of fairways.  Only missed a couple of greens.  Didn't have great form coming in this week.  Three straight missed cuts.  65 today certainly helps.
00:01:11:07

STEVE SANDS:  I was gonna say, since the restart he has not performed well but so far, so good for the man from Virginia Tech. Seven birdies on the day to take the top spot after the morning weigh.  Kevin Dougherty 26 on the point list a couple years ago.  33rd last year.  Currently he's 146th.  So glad to have you with us tonight.  [music]
00:01:32:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to the 11th now.  Pendrith with his third shot.
00:01:37:11

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah, quite a quick chip for the last 20 feet or so straight downhill from the crest of the hill.  Easy to run this off the back if you get a little clumsy.  [club swing]

00:01:48:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Played baseball in high school.  Self-taught.  Didn't have a teacher when he picked up the game.  Did a pretty fine job of it.  Good player.  Don't hear of many players these days being self-taught usually growing up with some help from teachers as they develop their games [background talk].  You're back in your stance a little bit, little weight forward, hands low forward to make sure you get good club ball contact.  He went really high with that.  Might want to go a little lower.  But judged that nice, good shot.  Guys today pitch the ball a lot higher than they used to.  A lot more loft around the greens.  That was a good result coming down the hill.  See, he's had just three top-25 finishes in 12 events this season.  The best being tied for sixth at The King & The Bear.  He actually had a really good chance there.  Shot 62 on Saturday and didn't play quite well on Sunday at 76.  So, back to, to a tie for sixth.  That was his best chance of the year.
00:03:08:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, he was quoted as saying he had a four-shot lead, Phil, he was 25-under.  He said he is gonna try and break the Korn Ferry Tour record which is 30-under.  He was looking a little too far ahead.  Chris Kirk ended up winning that event.  Shot 67 on Sunday.  [club swing]

00:03:30:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  So open, he had that face and he released it nicely.  Well-judged.  Didn't have that below the hole pointing up the hill.  A little right to left so that's a beautiful shot.  Really good technique, too, right there.  You see what he's coming across there.  He didn't have much to work with.  Easily could have left it down in that hole short of the green.  That was well-done.  When you're number two on the points race at this stage you're probably a little freer than others might be playing that shot.  Head over to the 13th now--Mito Pereira a 25-year-old out of Chile.  Number five on the points list this year.  He has had quite the season.  Didn't really have any status starting out.  Played really well early on a couple opportunities he had to get in down in Columbia in Bogota.  He won in Bogota.  That was after having lost his status in 2018.  Now, here's Craig--a tough year in 2018.  He lost his status, he fell off a bike and he broke his collarbone.  He missed qualifying, qualifying school by a shot.

00:04:40:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  One shot.

00:04:40:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  By one shot.  Things weren't going too good.  And he started working on his mental game with, uh, Lugenio Lezama.  And he really has credited that with helping him quite a bit trying to calm his mind.
00:04:55:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I, I couldn't agree more with you.  Also believe what was beneficial.  You said he's from Santiago, Chile but he played so well in Panama and Bogota and Mexico that being from Latin America probably helped.
00:05:12:17

STEVE SANDS:  Back at 14, up the hill goes Wade Binfield to get to three-under-par.

00:05:18:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Such an excellent second shot.  Can he capitalize on it?
00:05:23:09

STEVE SANDS: Oh, yeah.

00:05:22:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Absolutely.

00:05:24:18

STEVE SANDS:  Got that great spot to put from underneath the hole there at 14.  And he takes advantage.  That's two birdies in his last three.

00:05:31:03

CRAIG PARKS:  Do we overuse the unblemished scorecard?  Cause he's got one of them.  We've already talked about it.

00:05:35:26

STEVE SANDS:  Did you ever walk off a golf course as a professional with an unblemished scorecard and not think good things about it?

00:05:40:03

CRAIG PARKS:  No.
00:05:42:07

STEVE SANDS:  There you go.

00:05:42:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Didn't have very many.
00:05:47:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Never walked off the golf course without being bruised in some manner.

00:05:50:04

STEVE SANDS:  Even with no bogeys on the card?

00:05:51:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I don't know that I ever played with no bogeys.
00:05:53:04

STEVE SANDS:  You guys.
00:05:55:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Vince India now--
00:05:54:17

STEVE SANDS:  You guys are unreal, man.

00:05:56:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --Trying to avoid making bogey from the right-hand rough here at the 13th.
00:06:01:23

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And run at 110, obviously the wrong angles.  Certainly, don't want to hit it in that bunker short or miss the green right.  I imagine this is gonna be a little bit past the flag.  Good lie, though.  [club swing]

00:06:20:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Didn't look as though he liked it but it's an excellent shot.  Lands on the fringe and trundles down to about eight feet.  Well-done.
00:06:28:15

STEVE SANDS:  Let's fast-forward up to 16.  This is a difficult shot for the 49-year-old Kiwi, Steven Alker.
00:06:34:22

CRAIG PERKS:  You gotta carry that with a lot of bunk and no green with which to work.

00:06:36:05

STEVE SANDS:  Oh, look at this shot.  Oh, Alker, oh, man.  What a shot.
00:06:41:25

CRAIG PERKS:  That's coming off three bogeys in six holes and--
00:06:44:17

STEVE SANDS:  What a shot.

00:06:45:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Fired up and make it through.
00:06:46:25

STEVE SANDS:  We promise you we did not know that was coming.  That was fabulous.  Steven Alker.
00:06:52:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  India now for birdie.
00:06:56:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Boy, it could really give you a boost, can't it when you put yourself in a little bit of problems.  Hit a magnificent shot and take advantage.  Inside 10-feet for India.  Just a little bit of a right-to-left break.

00:07:05:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Pretty quick though, too, Gary.  Yeah, downhill's pretty quick.

00:07:07:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, it is.  Everything, yeah, everything slopes in on that right side.
00:07:16:07

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Let's check out the grips in this group as the round goes on today.  We got left-hand low for Vince.  Really good putt there.  India for birdie at 15 now.
00:07:30:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Very similar man to Zalatoris, looking good.
00:07:34:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I think you'd learn something, Gary.

00:07:38:14

GARY CHRISTIAN:  He's a quick learner, we like that.
00:07:41:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  After a couple bogeys at seven and eight he's bounced back nicely with three birdies.  The first six holes here in the inward nine.

00:09:04:16

STEVE SANDS: [music] As we take a look at the leaderboard, Drew Weaver with that 65 safely in the clubhouse.  But Hayden Buckley has a few holes left to catch him or maybe even surpass him.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:08:09:22

STEVE SANDS: [Music][club swing] Pumpkin Ridge in all its glory on this Friday.  The Korn Ferry Tour's best.  Have been coming here for seven years and it's easy to see why this Witch Hollow course is so popular.  The drama, intense.  The history, storied.  Let the jockeying begin in this second round of the WinCo Foods Portland Open.  Steve Sands so pleased to be alongside, once again, Craig Perks.  And, Ryan Ruffels, man, did he play well today.

00:08:36:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Sure, sure did.  Uneventful 71 the first day.  Go out in the 30.  The 22-year-old shot 63 today.
00:08:44:29

STEVE SANDS:  Charlie Saxon also on the move.  Here's his third to the 18th from that fit rough.  Left of the fairway. [club swing]
00:08:49:11

CRAIG PERKS:  It is, it is.  And he got some green that he can utilize straight down the slope.  This would set-up--he's making the turn.  This would set-up his fifth straight birdie out in 30.
00:09:03:25

STEVE SANDS:  Poses it up there at 18.  Let's go to the eighth hole now and Steven Alker for birdie.
00:09:08:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, Steven yesterday had a hole in one, four bogeys and a 68.  Today, bogey-free 65.
00:09:16:25

STEVE SANDS:  Back to Saxon we go now for birdie at four.
00:09:19:27

CRAIG PERKS:  All good things start with a bogey, right?  He bogeyed his very first hole.  Nine birdies on the round.  64.  This guy's really starting to trend and a tremendous player.
00:09:29:18

STEVE SANDS:  So, 49-year-old Steven Alker shares the clubhouse lead with a man who is 22 years his junior, Charlie Saxon.  Nine birdies enroute to that 64.  The best round of the day belongs to Ryan Ruffels.  So glad to have you with us.

00:09:46:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  13th now.  Wu for birdie.
00:09:50:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Straight downhill from here.  Should just move a little to his left.  I was watching him putt.  I do like the freedom.  There's some really good freedom of release through the ball.
00:10:03:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Those arms certainly high, certainly swing freely out of his shoulders there, the way he sets up.  That wasn't his best effort though, maybe a misread?
00:10:18:02

STEVE SANDS:  Brandon Wu a proud alum of Stanford.  Tremendous career as a Cardinal.  You're looking at a National Championship team, the NCAA Champions for 2019.  Now, Wu says his final season at Stanford was the classic example of not giving up until the very end.  His coach at Stanford, Conrad Ray, told his squad it was the worst fall season he had ever seen as a coach.  He believed in the team though, and told them to keep believing in themselves.  Sometimes in golf that's just show it goes, says Brandon.  You have to stay patient, keep working hard and hope your luck turns around and it certainly did for the Cardinal in 2019.

00:10:54:14

CRAIG PERKS:  And famously received his Stanford degree after the final round of the U.S. Open at Pebble Beach.  Handed to him on the 18th.

00:11:00:28

STEVE SANDS:  Saw that.  I think any degree, anywhere, from Stanford is a heck of an accomplishment.
00:11:07:26

CRAIG PERKS:  It would be nice to get on Pebble at the U.S. Open.

00:11:09:19

STEVE SANDS:  Fantastic.
00:11:13:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Wu's got a little work left for here for his par. And he moved to Dallas and played a little tournament over at Maridoe where he beat the likes coming down the stretch.  He beat Scottie Scheffler, he beat Parker Coody of the University of Texas and a very talented young player and Will Zalatoris who we watched quite a bit yesterday.  I say, he's got a little bit of game. Nice, nice, uh, nice little group to play with there in Dallas.

00:11:36:14

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah, and I agree with Gary he's just looking for a place to play.  61st a cue score and he was actually supposed to play TPC at Colorado on a sponsor's invite but had a positive Covid-19 test.  So, obviously, had to withdraw.  And as we mentioned before just his third start of the year on the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:12:00:08

SCOTT SANDS:  Now, Lower after a really nice approach.
00:12:06:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Had a very similar line to Dougherty's.  That gets him three shots away from the cut line so now you can--or two shots away from the cut line.  You can breathe a little easier.  A man that's 26th on the points list.

00:12:23:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Dougherty for par.
00:12:28:20

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And to add to that, you learn more by doing it wrong, don't you, Phil?

00:12:33:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  You better.  I think sometimes players don't pay enough attention to what goes wrong.  When those--I agree with you, Gary, those are your best lessons.  Joey Garber's fourth on the par five 7th, out of the bunker.  Making a bit of a mess of this hole.  Look out, look out, all right.  Game on, he made it there for a minute.  Chance to get out here with a par if he can hole that putt.
00:13:04:20

STEVE SANDS:  Now, Lamb.  How about a clean 63 on the card?
00:13:08:08

CRAIG PERKS:  All he needs…

00:13:09:27

STEVE SANDS:  He drops this.

00:13:11:01

CRAIG PERKS:  You see the number there, 119.  The points list.  Steve, to go out there and shoot that 63 after shooting 73 yesterday. In danger of missing the cut.  Now he's put himself, thrust himself right into this golf tournament.
00:13:34:02

STEVE SANDS:  Very impressive second round for Rick.  He barely breathed on that ball.  These greens are really starting to slick up.

00:13:45:16

CRAIG PERKS:  We like to see those projected points list for the regular season.
00:13:53:20

STEVEN SANDS:  Now Barjon at 14 for his par.  Okay.
00:14:04:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  7th now and Garber for par.  Boy, that's a good save there.  You got such a great round growing you'd hate to give one away.  You get done playing your round of golf at home, go back and analyze it.  See where your giveaways were, what could you do better?  Hell, that was a nice save for Joey Garber.  Seven under on his round today.  Tied for the lead. [music]
00:14:29:25

STEVE SANDS:  All right, Gary, here comes the second shot for Brandon Wu at 16.
00:14:34:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, certainly as receptive as these greens are you gotta pitch it at least pin high.  This front section does slope back to the front end.  So, you can take a little bit behind it, spin it back if you want to.  [club swing] Oh, he controlled the spin release nicely didn't it?

00:14:57:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, he sure did, Gary, and he got it exactly hole high.  That's just about a perfect lee cause you're putting straight back up the hill there.
00:15:09:16

STEVE SANDS:  Boy, wouldn't Lower love something like that right now?
00:15:14:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  I was watching him on the range this afternoon and he did hit these wedges with really, really good consistency.  Same flight, same spin and then he would vary it when he needed to.  Let's see if we can knock this one close. [club swing] Yeah, just bring it in just a little bit lower.
00:15:34:12

STEVE SANDS:  Oh, man.
00:15:36:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Guys, third on tour in greens and regulations.  77 percent greens he's hitting and that's evidence right there.  Not only did he flight it correctly, controlled the spin, flew it the right distance.  That was magnificent.
00:15:50:06

STEVE SANDS:  One thing to have great stats for GRI, another to have the proximity to the hole.  That was spectacular.
00:15:56:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it's just a wedge.  He should be taking dead aim.

00:15:57:26

STEVE SANDS:  Now, Kevin.
00:16:02:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Now 105 for Dougherty.  Just got to keep making birdies.  [club swing] This one's carrying a lot deeper.  Might use that backstop.
00:16:17:19

STEVE SANDS:  He's trying.  Those are three professional shots there.
00:16:31:12

CRAIG PERKS:  We're gonna take another look at Justin Lower's swing.  We mentioned third in greens and regulations.  77th and we'll just go back to the top and I like exactly what Phil said about chipping.  You don't want to go up and down with the body.  Gets the club a little bit shorter, parallel then it flattens a little bit as he starts down.  It's in a magnificent spot there but he doesn't change his spine angle or his body angles.  I like how the head rotates through it.  It allows the arms to swing, to freely swing through into a good relaxed position.  And not a lot of speed in the transition or even through the ball.  And I think that's how he controlled the trajectory and the spin.
00:17:22:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, I really like that action, Craig.  Go over to the 15th now.  Paul Barjon for birdie.  Interesting stat here for Paul.  He really takes advantage when he makes a cut.  He has made seven cuts this year and six of them as he makes that putt for birdie, six of 'em he has finished inside the top 27.  So, he really takes advantage when he plays well and he's doing it again this week.  That putt right there gets him to six under par, just three off the lead.

00:17:49:01

STEVE SANDS:  As we go to 18 now and Jose De Jesus Rodriguez he has a birdie try.
00:17:57:19

CRAIG PERKS:  He had a chance to win in his last start two weeks ago in Springfield and what a way to finish here on Friday.
00:18:04:22

STEVE SANDS:  How about that?

00:18:05:13

CRAIG PERKS:  He finished solo second there at Highland Springs.  And a good round today.
00:18:11:07

STEVE SANDS:  Yeah, four better than the first day.
00:18:15:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Uh, Brandon Wu, next.

00:18:17:11

STEVE SANDS: [Laughs] He's punting.
00:18:19:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  We're gonna putt.  Brandon Wu next.  Be careful with this one, Gary, you don't want this to get away from you.  He's gonna pitch it.
00:18:26:18

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah, he's got more fringe than green to work with.
00:18:31:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, and a little work left, he's right on the cut line.  Don't want to make bogey here particularly with a wedge from the fairway.  Yeah.  Big error if he does not make that par putt.  Back to the 11th for Birdie Greyserman to take the lead.  That is an excellent two putt.  Just off the back on the fringe.  He is now at 10-under par and takes the lead. Two consecutive good rounds for Greyserman.  Back to 17th now and Dougherty.  Good chance for birdie here.
00:19:12:26

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah, absolutely.  Straight up the hill, moving left.  Just got to get that thing rolling well these first three, four feet through the fringe.
00:19:23:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Great.  Watch the key as that ball goes in the hole.  The key to roll the ball through the fringe.
00:19:26:24

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Should be pitching it, actually.

00:19:29:18

PHIL BLACKMAR: [Laughs] I knew you'd say that.  Greyserman for par now here at the 13th to stay tied.  Up against the collar.  Oh, what a par.  Looked like a par the entire way.  Drove it 40 yards right out in the trees into the bunker.  The bunker shot ran through the green up against the collar.  And he holds it.
00:20:00:29

STEVE SANDS:  Oh, that's a disappointing finish for Brandon Wu.  Put himself in a nice position off the tee.
00:20:06:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, it's just so difficult.  Had long iron in his hand.  Didn't have a hybrid or a lofted wood or anything like that to try to cut it that much, to try and miss it to the right.  Just couldn't do it and left himself in a possible spot to get the ball up and down.  This is one that up on the flat part, don't have to deal with any of that fingerprint.  So, you could have aspirations of pitching this in.
00:20:39:16

STEVE SANDS:  Like this?  Ooh.  Good shot.

00:20:40:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Gee, that snapped across the hole, didn't it?  The hole location, Sunday, we know is going to be front left.
00:20:48:28

STEVE SANDS:  Yeah.  The traditional hole location.

00:20:52:08

CRAIG PERKS:  It just brings this into play even more.  Cause you bail out right and you can't, you know, we saw with Vince India last year.

00:21:00:15

STEVE SANDS:  All right, so here we go.  Brian must make this to play the weekend and give himself a chance to get inside the 144 mark and a start next week in Boise.  Well, some opportunity.

00:21:44:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Got shots.

00:21:43:23

STEVE SANDS:  He's got a chance.  Oh, man, what a shot.

00:21:48:16

CRAIG PERKS:  That was awesome.  Man, this golf course is gonna be everything these players want this weekend.  It's gonna shine just the way that it's firmed up as this--you saw that boy land, he couldn't have landed in a better spot in the fringe.  Came out dead and it's still gone by five or six feet.  This is gonna test all facets of these player's games.  It's going to be great to watch.
00:22:25:10

STEVE SANDS:  Not an ideal first 36 holes for Brian Richey because he will not extend his stay just outside of Portland.  [Music] Three over par, 74 for Brian and he misses the cut.  Charlie Saxon.  Steven Alker, 49 years of age, shares the lead with Charlie.  Ryan Ruffels just played a splendid round of golf.  See that eight-under?  Zero bogeys on the card.  Anders Albertson played well with a six under par, 65.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:23:10:21

STEVE SANDS: [Music Pumpkin Ridge has long been the home for some of the Korn Ferry Tour's most dramatic moments.  And we're anticipating more of the same this weekend.  Round Three of the WinCo Foods Portland Open already under way and we have some highlights to pass along.  Steve Sands pleased to be alongside Craig Perks once again.  Let's go to the fourth hole and Charlie Saxon began today with a share of the lead trying to grab it all to himself here with a birdie.

00:23:33:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Got to take advantage of the par five.  He didn't hit the best to chip.  But the putter is a great equalizer.
00:23:41:05

STEVE SANDS:  Paul Barjon making a nice move on this front nine for birdie at nine.

00:23:43:27

CRAIG PERKS:  This would be three birdies in a four-hole stretch.  He's had two seconds and a third.  Currently seventh on the points list.  Been a great season.
00:23:52:18

STEVE SANDS:  Let's go back to Charlie.  Three holes back at the sixth from just off the green.

00:23:56:00

CRAIG PERKS:  He's been over a lot of greens here.  This is a difficult one.  Decides to belly it down the slope moving to his right.  That would be perfection.

00:24:03:26

STEVE SANDS:  Charlie extending his lead.  He is sitting atop the board all by himself right now by one.  Barjon is right there with him.  Neither player has ever won before on the Korn Ferry Tour so you know it's a huge weekend ahead for those two.  Lee Hodges also squarely in the mix just two shots back as we go out to the 12th now live with Paul Barjon for par to remain within one.  Nicely done.  Great up and down for Paul.  Let's go up to the ninth.

00:24:37:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Alker found the bunker off the tee.
00:24:39:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  We still got an awful lot of distance left.  200 yards to the front edge.  He'll try to look right.  Try and maybe scamper on that front right corner.
00:24:49:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Gary, it looks like he's got to get it up fairly quickly over the point and maybe sit down in the sand a little?

00:24:56:16

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah, and there's about two-foot rise in front of him.  The lie's not too bad.  And he just wants to make sure he keeps it right of the big trees down that left side.  Doesn't want to get caught up in those.  [club strike]
00:25:19:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I think that's what he had in mind the whole time was just trying to get up there, short right where he's got a good pitch at it.  He's got plenty of green to work with on that pitch as we head out to the 11th.  Joey Garber a little short putt for birdie.  He played on the PGA Tour last year.  Lost his card.  Would like to get back out there.  He's currently 63rd in the point race this year.  That would project moving him all the way up to the 40th if he finishes off this week, have a good week.  And the hair is a little shorter.

00:25:46:09

GARY CHRISTIAN: [Laughs] Yes, it is.

00:25:48:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to the ninth now and Saxon for par.
00:25:54:01

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, it's certainly been a bit scrappy so far for Charlie.  He's got the most out of his round.  But, certainly some potential for some bad things happening here.  You got to be a little bit careful here because it can run away from you past the hole.
00:26:09:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Pumpkin Ridge, Witch Hollow Golf Course is a very good course as that almost goes in.  And you're not gonna get away with that wayward, errant play for very long.  It'll reach up and grab you sooner or later.  So far he's been able to get himself out of trouble for the most part.  Otherwise he makes bogey there.  Other member of this group, Steven Alker, now has a putt for par.
00:26:40:27

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, Steven was going around very nicely early on in the round.  Unfortunately, they were down by a double bogey on six.  So, certainly doesn't want to lose another shot here.  He'll make this.  I think this will potentially set him up nicely on the back nine.  They're actually are some quite scoreable flag positions.  So, if you're in control of the tee, controlling your distances there are chances for birdie.
00:27:02:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Craig mentioned he's won four times in his career.  He's not had a very good year this year, though. He's been struggling.  It would be interesting to see if his past successes can overcome his current struggles.  Particularly given that he's 49 years old.
00:27:19:14

CRAIG PERKS:  You still gotta have the belief, the desire, it's hard to keep up with the work ethic though of these young kids.
00:27:27:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A momentum builder right there getting that ball up and down.  Making par from that bunker.  That was a very nice par.  Head over now to the 11th.  Anders Albertson.  Third shot here on the par five.  Tight lie around the green.  Hole cut today down in the front left.  Let's see if he can clip this nicely off of this grass.  You can see he's got a lot of shaft laying in the shot.  Going for a little low spinner.  That is very well played.  Textbook right there.
00:28:01:25

MALE:  Phil.

00:28:02:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Albertson for his birdie after that nice pitch as we get him to eight under.  All right, nice putt for Anders.
00:28:10:05

STEVE SANDS:  Back at 10.  That's where the ball ended up off the tee from Steven Alker.  Not a great tee shot was it, Gary?
00:28:18:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, it's a pretty basic bunker shot fortunately.  He looks like he's executed that very nicely.
00:28:25:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Just dump it out there, let it release down to the flag.
00:28:28:05

STEVE SANDS:  As we go back to the 10th and Saxon.
00:28:33:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Very gentle left to right slider.  This would be a great bounce-back.  Steve mentioned the bogey on the previous hole.  Might have just died right across the face of the hole.

00:28:43:12

STEVE SANDS:  Took a peek.
00:28:51:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, you gotta be patient.  This guy has not won on this tour before.  This thing just cuts right across the edge of the hole.  Don't get impatient out there.  You got a couple of par fives.  Very rich.  Got a couple of par fours that it wedges into.  Plenty of opportunities.
00:29:12:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Hodges now for eagle.  Get him to 10-under.  The make?  There you go.  See that projection?  Made it the top five.  And remember, the top five get into the U.S. Open.
00:29:32:02

STEVE SANDS:  At the 12th, our first look at Ryan Ruffels.  How about his sister, Gabi?  Getting it done at Woodmont in Rockville, Maryland.  The defending champion. A little bit earlier here on Golf Channel as the U.S. Women's amateur.
00:29:44:27

CRAIG PERKS:  I'm sure he wished he was getting it done today.  Started off with a double bogey.  Add another one at five.
00:29:49:15

STEVE SANDS:  Yeah, she's made it all the way to Sunday and the finals.  Should be a lot of fun there at Woodmont Country Club.  And Ruffels, there you go. Gets one to fall.

00:29:58:01

CRAIG PERKS:  That's back-to-back birdies.  So, now, hits the six under.  That's five back.

00:30:04:08

STEVE SANDS:  Okay.
00:30:06:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  15 now.  Barjon for birdie.  This would be his sixth in the last 10 holes.  Will it turn?  And it does.  Paul Barjon is on a roll.  When makes the cut he plays well and here's another example of it this week.

00:30:23:16

STEVE SANDS:  So now, Saxon with a long birdie try here.  As the flag starts getting a little bit more brisk out there with the wind, Gary.
00:30:30:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah, just saw Alker come.  Looking six feet short.  Big swinger right to left at the end.
00:30:42:18

STEVE SANDS:  That's much better speed.

00:30:43:12

CRAIG PARKS:  That's a terrific putt.  We're, as I mentioned, starting to get a little nervy here for the 27-year-old but great touch.  Just walk off here with a three and certainly a birdie of all par four on the 13th.
00:31:07:26

STEVE SANDS:  Let's go up to 14 and Alberts at second.
00:31:10:15

CRAIG PERKS:  And it's usually very good with these mid irons inside of 150 yards [club strike], let's see if he can dial it in here.  Oh, yeah, and, of course, he did.  Right over the top of the flag.
00:31:25:00

STEVE SANDS:  Alker a pretty lengthy distance for his three here at 12.
00:31:33:22

CRAIG PERKS:  And it's been a bit of a struggle the last hour or so for Steven.  Just not giving himself the opportunities.  And when he does he hits good pars and he left out.  Big par here, I think.
00:31:47:22

STEVE SANDS:  Yeah, solid.
00:31:50:00

CRAIG PERKS:  It was.  Two over his last seven holes but that was a good save.
00:31:55:06

STEVE SANDS:  Talked about the age difference between the two.  Alker 49 showing his experience there.  That was a very settling par putt for him as he walks to the 13th.  Good look at Anders Albertson right here on 14.

00:32:11:14

CRAIG PERKS:  This is part of the game that he has struggled with the last couple years.
00:32:16:11

STEVE SANDS:  Okay.

00:32:16:13

CRAIG PERKS:  That is a great three here at 14.  Get to nine under.  Gets you within three.  Paul Barjon.
00:32:27:26

STEVE SANDS:  Ever since that pick-up at number two he's been awfully solid.
00:32:34:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Alker, Gary, getting ready to play his second here at the 13th.
00:32:38:20

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah, you overheard them talking about a pretty centrally located flag.  It's actually very accessible here.  155 yards for Steven with this eight-iron.  There's actually a little bit of that downslope that we saw yesterday.  Can land on.  Maybe just get it chasing towards the hole.  25, 30 feet shot of this flag is where that downslope starts.
00:33:03:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Be a good time for a big, old high cut if he had it.  Hold it up against the breeze a little to get it to come down very softly.  [club strike]
00:33:18:28

GARY CHRISTIAN:  That clipped the tree.  What a break this is.  Oh.
00:33:22:24

PHIL BLACKMAR: [Laughs] Bounced off the side of the hill back onto the green.  It's rolling downhill away from the hole but it's gonna stay on the green.  He's gonna have a birdie putt.
00:33:30:10

GARY CHRISTIAN:  You know what's gonna happen, Phil?  He's gonna make, he's gonna make that.  He's gonna turn that five into a three in an instant.
00:33:37:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over to the 17th now.  Barjon with his second laid up with an iron off the tee to this point.  Hole cut to over the left-hand side.  Players have struggled a little bit with this hole location.  Just seven birdies on the day so far.  And there's an example.  It'll be a difficult up and down.
00:33:59:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Great putt there, Phil.
00:34:02:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Paul has played very well this year [music] when he's made the cut.  He's made seven of 11 cuts and take a look. He's only finished outside the top 27 once.  He actually tied there 76 at The King & The Bear.  So, very solid play.  Three top threes and a couple more top 20's to go with that.  And then the 127th place finish.  So, when he's made the cut, he's been rock solid.  And he's doing it again this week.  Let's head on back to the 13th now.  Saxon from the rough.
00:34:37:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  With a wedge and this will release.  He's got to hog that right tree line.  Good looking shot here.
00:34:45:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Certainly was.  He's got to work away from the hole but he judged that very nicely out of that deep rough.  That ball was sitting down.  Used his strength to get that one out.  After a good break, Alker has his chance for birdie at the 13th.  Pretty slow coming up the hill.  Did he hit it?  He had it right on line.  15th now.  Hodges for par.  Well done.  He stays one back of Barjon's lead with that wonderful up and down there. We'd see where he's now currently projected to fifth.  He's been on that position here for a while.  Get him into the U.S. Open if he finishes in that position.
00:35:40:08

STEVE SANDS:  16 just inside the left edge of the fairway.  Albertson.
00:35:43:20

CRAIG PERKS:  He can carry it up onto that left segment of the green.  There is a bit of a backstop.  And absolutely flawless shot there from Anders Albertson.
00:35:56:19

STEVE SANDS:  Very nicely done.  Back at 14.  And it does look like that ball made it beyond the red line.
00:36:09:06

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And it looks like between the two of them they determined that it did.  So, that was quite a fortunate break there.  Just a matter of an inch or two.

00:36:18:16

STEVE SANDS:  Yeah, it's a totally different shot with his fourth now, Gary.  Being in that position.  Here it is again in slow motion.

00:36:26:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, this was the eight iron.  That's, that's really close.  It's tough to get an idea of how close that line is.  Oh, you see it there.  Gary's probably right.  It was probably within a couple of inches of where that ball landed and kicked straight back into the penalty area.
00:36:44:15

STEVE SANDS:  And, Gary, at a situation like that it's between the two players, correct?

00:36:47:23

GARY CHRISTIAN:  It's actually the player now, has the final say.

00:36:49:28

STEVE SANDS:  Right, exactly.

00:36:53:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, but he's got to ask any information from the folks around the green or anyplace else he can gather information about it.  It's incumbent upon him to find that out.

00:37:02:15

CRAIG PARKS:  Right.
00:37:06:06

STEVE SANDS:  How about that?  Oh, oh, man.
00:37:11:19

CRAIG PARKS:  An inch allowed him to drop it right in and he turned it into a four.  Otherwise if you drop behind the water you bring in six.
00:37:17:22

STEVE SANDS:  Oh, you said it, Craig.  It's an advantage to play from that spot as opposed to where Saxon was beyond the water.  But, we didn't think that was gonna happen.

00:37:25:23

CRAIG PARKS:  Potentially think of the break he got at 13.  Clipped the tree, came back on the green, made four here.

00:37:29:28

STEVE SANDS:  Yeah.

00:37:30:00

CRAIG PARKS:  Made four the old-fashioned way, chipping it in after the penalty shot.  [Cheers]

00:37:37:13

STEVE SANDS:  By the way, that's a loud reaction considering there are no fans out there.
00:37:41:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Maybe it was his caddy.
00:37:44:18

STEVE SANDS:  That was gorgeous.

00:37:47:20

CRAIG PERKS:  You know, he played the hole so beautifully.  Drove it in the fairway. Hit a nice little three wood in the back part of the green and this would be for a brilliant round of 65.
00:38:10:19

STEVE SANDS:  I don't know if you ever settle for a 66 but, that will be it for Paul.  69, 67, 66 the first three days.
00:38:20:01

CRAIG PERKS:  And a 66 that included a couple of bogeys.  Remember he made the bogey on the previous hole.  He bogeyed the third, as well.

00:38:24:28

STEVE SANDS:  Yep.

00:38:24:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Which is a difficult par four.
00:38:27:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, back on the green.  Alker for birdie.  He hasn't made a birdie since the fifth.
00:38:35:01

GARY CHRISTIAN:  It's generally downhill.  He's put some good strokes on from this distance.  Maybe this is the one that gets the round going a little bit.  Not too much to this.
00:38:42:17

CRAIG PERKS:  You don't think the previous hole felt like a birdie?  [Cheers]

00:38:52:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, that is a birdie.  The one before might have felt like a birdie but that is a birdie.  And the one that felt like a birdie might have been the reason that he made this birdie.

00:39:00:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Exactly.
00:39:03:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over to the 17th now and Albertson with his second coming off bogey at the last.  [club strike] Just a big wedge shot there.  This left hole location has been giving players fits.  We saw it earlier.  No problem there though.  Good chance for birdie for Albertson.  Get him back within two of the lead.  17.  Albertson now for birdie.  This would get him back to nine under par.  Two shots behind Barjon.  And the par five 18th.  Get to play.  It's a little bit of a slope right there where his ball is sitting that goes to the right.  Then it kind of fades out into the green as he gets past.  You can see he's aiming to the right.  It's gonna break a little bit to the left.  Tough read.  No problem there though.  [Clapping] Right into the heart.
00:39:58:08

CRAIG PARKS:  Heck of a bounce back after the mistake on the previous hole from 10, 12 feet, three putts.
00:40:03:17

STEVE SANDS:  Little bit earlier, the third.  From the bunker from Lee Hodges.
00:40:07:06

CRAIG PARKS:  Yeah, just dump it out and let it release to the flag [club strike].  Still wandering by but excellent shot.  You make this, you never know.  He certainly has the raw talent to go out and shoot 64, 65 on this golf course and come from behind.  It's in port wander.  Start him in that direction.
00:40:45:22

STEVE SANDS:  It was never high enough.

00:40:45:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Watch out. She's, there's the speed of this green and we will see a diabolical hole location tomorrow.  It's fair but it's extremely tough on that left front part of the green.  Get your full attention.
00:41:08:09

STEVE SANDS:  Hodges' turn now trying to make his first birdie on the back nine.  Did make eagle at 11, however.
00:41:18:19

CRAIG PERKS:  He's in great form since the restart.  Three top 10's, 17 of 26 rounds in the 60's and hopes to shoot 68.  Man playing with a lot of confidence as is Paul Barjon.  So it's gonna be a phenomenal final round with those two guys looking for their win of the season.

00:41:44:09

STEVE SANDS:  And now, two men are at 11 under par.  [Music] So, there is how things stand after 54 holes of the WinCo Foods Portland Open.  Lee Hodges and Paul Barjon both played very well on Saturday and they will play together on Sunday as they try to win for the first time on the Korn Ferry Tour.  Albertson and Saxon will be out just ahead of them and the veteran Alker looking for that fifth career win on the Korn Ferry Tour. [club strike]

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:42:25:15

STEVE SANDS: [Music] Beautiful blue skies here in North Plains, Oregon for the final round of the Korn Ferry Tours WinCo Foods Portland Open.  Lots of things going on out west.  So many storylines to follow.  Lee Hodges would be the main storyline right now.  Steve Sands pleased to be alongside Craig Perks.  Gary Christian is down there.  Hodges has a two-shot lead, Gary.
00:42:53:01

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, it was certainly an impressive shot out of the fairway bunker.  Unfortunate had a poor putt there, though.
00:43:00:29

STEVE SANDS:  So Lee will remain at 11 under par.  So now this man, Phil, knows exactly what he needs to do to win this tournament.
00:43:08:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, he might.  I don't know if the players know where they stand out there.  He's third here at the 11th.
00:43:19:20

STEVE SANDS:  At 18 now, the bogey try for Chad Ramey.
00:43:24:08

CRAIG PARKS:  This would be a great six, really.  Had visions of four and posting at 10 and now three players in the clubhouse at minus nine.  As he stood on this tee, he had a chance to play in the U.S. Open and fortunately right now projected one spot out.  Top five get to play at Wingfoot.
00:43:45:24

STEVE SANDS:  Joey Garber now. [club strike] And finds himself four shots back in the fairway of 16.
00:43:50:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Tough back right hole location must be so precise.  And he absolutely was.  He's been flag hunting this entire back nine.

00:43:57:24

STEVE SANDS:  What a second shot that was earlier.
00:44:00:22

CRAIG PERKS: He's got to feel like he's got a birdie in the house.  This would get to eight under.
00:44:09:04

STEVE SANDS:  Okay.
00:44:12:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Garber won on this tour two years ago.  Played on the PGA Tour last year.  Can draw from all of those experiences.  Again, a lot of trust coming down the stretch trying to win again.
00:44:24:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Barjon for birdie at 13.
00:44:30:06

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Moving left off this bunker looks good.
00:44:31:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Sure does.  Sometimes for whatever reason you go from one nine holes to the other and it's like a different round.
00:44:41:28

STEVE SANDS:  The eagle try at 18 for Zalatoris.
00:44:43:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Only chance to win this golf tournament.  Has to make this.  Three guys in the clubhouse at nine.  Down the hill, breaking right.  A great.
00:45:01:20

STEVE SANDS:  So, Lee Hodges has one hole remaining.  Make a par?  You never know.  But with Barjon sitting at eight he could eagle the 18th.  So, you never quite can tell what will happen at the final hole at this WinCo Foods Portland Open.  But Lee Hodges is certainly in control of things.
00:45:32:18

STEVE SANDS:  There are a lot of scenarios here at play, Craig.  Take us into the mind of a player's mindset in this particular scenario.
00:45:41:03

CRAIG PERKS:  I don't think the scenarios are done prior to getting to the golf course and after you leave.  Right now, his focus is on getting this ball up and down.  Let everything play out. Yeah, he talked about basically they're playing sectionals this week to try and get into the U.S. Open.  He's had a great season, seventh on the points list.  Two seconds and a third.  But right now, his goal today was to win a golf tournament for the first time on this tour.  Right now, his goal is to get this ball up and down.

00:46:07:17

STEVE SANDS:  And, Gary, the interesting thing about the angle where Paul is hitting from is as it brings that left side into play a little bit more than it does for Lee Hodges when he hits his third.
00:46:20:06

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Absolutely.  And that's what I was saying.  You can get any kind of pace if you go out the flag and it goes past.  There's every chance it can go off.  I'll be interested to see. I was looking in the line up from my angle and it looked like he was a little further right than going straight at it.
00:46:35:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he played a smart bunk shot at 16.  Remember, he took the slope out of play here.  You gotta go for the shadow of the flag stick.
00:46:44:17

STEVE SANDS:  This goes in, it ties for the lead.
00:46:49:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Sort of kicked it in the fringe a couple times. Kicked it left.  All-in-all with everything at stake and the severity of the shot it was well-played.  He just could not have played this hole any better.  With a one-shot lead.  Phil, [word?] I talked about the course strategy, the management, the composure.  So impressive for this 25-year-old.

00:47:33:25

STEVE SANDS:  Well, Gary you have to be wondering what Paul is thinking.  He had a double bogey on three, a double bogey on six, a couple of bogeys on the back nine coming in.  Started off his day with a bogey, as well.  He's gonna come painstakingly close to winning this tournament.
00:47:53:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Another learning experience isn't it?  [Clapping]
00:48:07:18

STEVE SANDS:  That's a really good birdie there.  Oh, how about that?  Staying right there in the fifth spot.  And you will see him at the U.S. Open in Winged Foot.

00:48:22:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Third second place of the season for the man from New Caledonia.
00:48:26:20

STEVE SANDS:  Now, Lee Hodges.  Two putts to win.  And for the first time, [cheers and clapping] in his career, Lee Hodges is a winner on the Korn Ferry Tour.  What a way to close it out.  Played that 18th hole beautifully.  At 25 years of age he can now say he has won as a professional for the very first time.

00:48:53:25

CRAIG PERKS:  A life change in every single week on the Korn Ferry Tour.  You could see the emphatic reaction from Lee Hodges.  And he's a winner.
00:49:05:02

STEVE SANDS:  Watching the emotions draining out of him.  What a huge moment for that young man.  [Background chatter].  Jeff Sanders with the congratulations.  So, take a look at this birdie putt again.  Center cut [cheers].
00:49:27:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Reminds me of the putt that Justin Thomas made at Memorial.  With no fans around you actually hear the scream from the player.
00:49:40:27

STEVE SANDS:  All the hard work.  All the sweat, all the tears.  Everything you've put into it and right there it comes out of you.  What a moment for Lee Hodges.  [music] So here are the updated regular season points.  Will Zalatoris is number one.  Go all the way down to Paul Barjon, number five.  Those five players receive exemptions to the U.S. Open in September at Winged Foot.  Speaking of that U.S. Open, not a ton of experience as far as U.S. J events at the highest level but look at that.  Will Zalatoris and Davis Riley who didn't even play this week will play their second U.S. Open.
00:50:31:10

CRAIG PARKS:  That's why this tour is so compelling because these guys are desperately trying to realize a dream and they certainly accomplished that getting a chance to play in the US. Open.
00:50:41:12

STEVE SANDS:  What a wonderful illustration, Gary, of what this is all about. How much this means to someone like Lee Hodges. You saw the emotion there, you heard it.  What a fantastic place to be for Lee Hodges.  Remember, he began the day in the toughest of all positions.  Tied for the lead in the final group trying to win for the very first time, Craig.

00:51:01:11

CRAIG PARKS:  Yeah, you're battling the emotions.  You're battling the wind, the golf course.  And I like what he said, "the biggest up and down of his life on 14 can pose.  You gotta keep fighting."  Didn't have his best stuff.  Still won.  Man, that's gonna give you a tremendous boost of confidence.
00:51:15:14

STEVE SANDS:  So many things happened on this Sunday at the WinCo Foods Portland Open but Lee Hodges was the man to beat.  To start the day, he shot even par and it was good enough to win by two.
00:51:27:17

CRAIG PARKS:  Yeah, absolutely was.  Congratulations. [music]
00:52:06:03
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