HER FINAL PUTT – SUZANN PETTERSEN’S STORY
INTERNATIONAL SCRIPT

SEGMENT ONE

Pettersen,Suzann
I guess I would like to tell my story. The unfiltered story, which for a lot of people has been rare. People who knows me probably know that I'm quite selective of my surroundings. I think it's easier to talk about my life journey now that I can reflect back on a chapter that closed.
ANNOUNCE CALL: It really has come down to the final putt. This is it. This is the moment. 38-year-old Suzann Pettersen all in her talented fingers.
Pettersen,Suzann
I was born and raised in Norway. My nickname is Tutta. I've always been Tutta. It's always been a little bit weird for me because Tutta is the unfiltered me while Suzann is the guarded one.
Pettersen,Suzann
Answer: My mom thought Suzann was a bit harsh a little girl.
Pettersen,Mona
I didn't know it was going to stick with her her whole life. Everyone just say "Tutta". So actually, I made it up.
Pettersen,Axel
The world knows Suzann from being a professional golfer. There she is very very strength and very determined. As a daughter she is soft nice and friendly. The picture almost everybody gets from her on the golf course, that's quite another person when she's private.
Martens,Caroline
I mean she's absolutely two different people when it comes to the athlete and the person. That doesn't come up often enough when people think about her because they don't necessarily see her as this uniquely generous and warm-hearted and extremely funny. I mean, we can laugh until we pee in our pants.
Pettersen,Suzann
The way I was brought up was a very natural, a lot of outdoor activities. Very active family. My mom and dad were very into sports, which kind of fell down on the 3 kids. Two older brothers gives you a competitive edge from the very first heartbeat. Whatever they did, I tried to do better. For the most part I did.
Pettersen,Axel
She was more like a tomboy and she wanted exactly to be like her two older brothers. To try to put her in a dress or something like that was impossible.

Pettersen,Gunerius
She was a more focused child than maybe I was and so she was, she was more determined to go in one direction. Whereas I wanted to try a lot more aspects of life to put it that way.
Pettersen,Suzann
I feel like I have them to thank for who I am today because I don't think the competitiveness is something that you learn with age. I think you almost, you're born and raised with it. For me, it came a very natural way.
Pettersen,Axel
In my younger days, i was a very keen golfer myself. And I wanted to practice. With three small kids at home, staying away, let's see five, six hours, was not very popular. So, I said "okay, I go practicing. I'll take Suzann with me"
Pettersen,Suzann
I loved it. I thought it was the easiest thing in the world. I swung it like I had never done anything else in my life. We would be there first thing in the morning and the last ones to leave at night
Pettersen,Suzann
NATS: up up, ya, ugh you're so spoiled. Sit!
Pettersen,Suzann
NATS: now we're heading to Oslo golf club. It officially opens around the 17th of May literally almost every year. Yeah, not the longest of seasons, but I guess there's a charm to that as well.
Pettersen,Suzann
NATS: So, this is the range. This is where it all started. I think it was a 7-iron. It was definitely not a kid’s club. That's when I turned around and I thought this game is very easy. Probably the only time I've said that this game is very easy. In the wintertime here, they've started to use this as an ice rink. We have a lake here and I think the iconic holes are holes 13, 14 on your way out and it oversees the lake. You turn around and you see the ski jump on top, which is a bit iconic here.
Pettersen,Suzann
There's a charm to everything, but this was kind of my start.
Pettersen,Suzann
This is one of the many indoor centers we have here in Oslo. This specific one, I used to come here a lot after school. This is where you met your friends, your golfing friends. So, it was like the place to be. I told my dad, don't pick me up before they close. I was usually dragged out of there. I ran in and I got dragged out. I would always go to the far side away from people. I've always been that way. When I practice, I 


hate to practice in people's eye. Unless I was absolutely flushing it, I was always out of people's sight. I like to be by myself. That's probably why I love golf. It's just you and the golf clubs.
Pettersen,Suzann
So, my junior high is literally at the footsteps of the woods. He knows this area. This is where we usually start our walks. The location here is so good because from here you could just go endless. You could just go hours, days. So, it's quite neat. While I was here, I was still a normal student.
Pettersen,Suzann
I think I was about 12 when I, for the first time told my dad I'm going to become the best female golfer in the world.
Pettersen,Axel
I said, "my daughter, that's a nice dream." "That's not a dream, that's my goal." And she wrote it down
Pettersen,Suzann
When I was fourteen, I wrote my own vision, future vision, of how I wanted my career to go down. The crystal-clear picture was me becoming the best golfer in the world and the path along the way. I mean, I was fourteen and I was so aware of where I wanted to go.
Pettersen,Axel
She has something special that nobody else has. Whatever they asked her to do, she just did it. And the funny thing is when she was fourteen, she won her first Norwegian Championship
Pettersen,Suzann
From the age I was, 13 to 18, I think I lost won tournament and I won everything else. When I look back, I'm still annoyed by that, that I could lose that one tournament.
Pettersen,Axel
I think she's actually mad at me about that because it was a team competition. There were three players, Suzann and one more that was actually pretty good too. And those two were team for our club. I want everybody to compete together. So, I put one of the others into the team instead of the good one. And they lost.
Pettersen,Suzann
I wasn't just a junior, I also competing in the women's championship from early age because I was that good. Nobody really gave me too much of a competition. My final National championship for ladies, the official photographer for the tournament, he called me up early in the week before the tournament started and said "can we get a shot of you with all the four trophies and I'll bring the fifth trophy and we'll take a picture." I'm like okay, I'm most likely going to win but it's a little bit too cocky to stand there holding five trophies in front of everybody like (HOLDS UP FIVE FINGERS) He's like, "what's your 

problem, I mean no one else is going to win this." I'm like "I know, but we don't really have to like, throw it in their face." So now you look at yourself as a 24/7 athlete already at the age of 15,16.
Pettersen,Suzann
Here I've spent a good share of my time in Norway. I was probably 14 when I first came here. I started kinda lifting some weights and starting to feel like an athlete.
Riise,Arne
When she was a young girl, some people were even laughing, "oh this young girl is coming in, is she a top athlete? She's just walk around on the golf course hitting a golf ball. Is that top sport?" Some had that attitude.
Pettersen,Suzann
I remember I was always laughed at by some of the rowers. They were like "what do you do? You just stroll around the golf course anyway." They've come to realize there's a lot more to golf in the aftermath.
Riise,Arne
Other athletes, they soon learned to know, that if you want to challenge Tutta, well you're in deep water.

SEGMENT TWO

Pettersen,Suzann
I've always set the bar really high. I've never questioned my ability to become the best player. I was fourteen and I was so aware of where I wanted to go. I can read this paper today and it's a little weird talking about it because I literally checked off every single dream that I had except one. I was never ranked number one golfer in the world. I had goals of playing Solheim Cups. 2003 was going to be my first Solheim cup cuz I was going to be Barseback in Sweden. I have that on paper. By the time Barseback came around, that was already my second Solheim cup. I wanted to win majors. I wanted to be the best European player. I obviously idolized Annika. She being from Sweden. I was from Norway. She kind of paved the path for me believing that coming from Scandinavia you could become one of the world's best golfers.
Pettersen,Suzann
ANNC: As expected, Sorenstam and Pettersen prevail and they do it with ease.



Sorenstam,Annika
She's a fierce competitor. And I mean fierce. The adrenaline that comes down the stretch, we both share that. We both just enjoy the challenge. I pretty much noticed that right away, I'm like "hey this somebody that feels the same way and wants it as much as I do"
Whan,Mike
Suzann on Tuesday was so different than Suzann on Thursday. Suzann on Tuesday would say "hey how are you doing? How's meg?" Suzann on Thursday would walk right by you. And it was no disrespect she just, you weren't important on Thursday. She just had this incredible ability to just throw the switch
Pettersen,Suzann
I'm probably the most laid-back person off the golf course. But when it comes to the competitive side, you don't want people to be able to read your thoughts. In that way, that's probably why people probably think I'm like Scary Suzann. All the smiles you've never seen from me on the golf course, that's probably just me trying to do the job that I want so desperately.
Ciganda,Carlota
That look that she has on the course that she just wants to beat everyone. She always reminded me of Tiger in female. To be honest, when I started on the LPGA, I was too nervous to go and say hi because I thought she had that strong personality and determination and I was a little bit scared.
Pettersen,Suzann
"STOP IT!" "UGHHHH"
Nordqvist,Anna
There's always been that intimidating factor to Suzann. You're kind of scared of her at first. There just isn't a competitor like Suzann.
Thompson,Lexi
She wants to win every time she tees it up. You know, you have to play your A game against her. She can get in your mind with how she is out on the golf course, but at the same time, she has a whole different side where she's making dirty comments and jokes. You know, a lot of people just see the golf side.
Nystuen,Jan Ove
First image I have of Suzann playing, she was cursing, and it was, I think it was a wedge going all the way over the green on the other side. That was the first image I have Suzann and I loved it.
Sirak,Ron
2002 Solheim cup she was 21 years old at the time. And then famously she went on tv and she was asked


SUZANN WHEN YOU WERE FIVE DOWN WITH FIVE TO PLAY, EVER THINK YOU COULD HALVE THE MATCH?
Pettersen,Suzann
I decided on 10 you can hole the putt. The same, was in trouble on 11. Missed a short one on 12 and I was like f- (BLEEP) I'm not going to leave this course on 13 or 14.
Pettersen,Suzann
(LAUGHS) hello to the world here was Suzann Pettersen from Norway. I wasn't going to obviously walk in.
Whan,Mike
When she's in that Thursday to Sunday mode, whatever gets to her head, gets to her mouth
When she would be penalized and have to pay a fine. She would put in the memo section of the check the words that she yelled out on the tee box on tv.
Nystuen,Jan Ove
She's not boring. She was just exciting to watch
Kerr,Cristie
Suzann brought intensity, you know, competitiveness. She was always sponsored by Nike. There whole thing is "just do it" and she just did it.
Sirak,Ron
Suzann has 15 LPGA victories and two major championships, has an 18-12-6 record in the Solheim cup. She has hall of fame credentials. She is one of the best players of her generation.
Aamodt,Kjetil Andre
In Norway we like Winter Sport because we're really good at it. There's not too many countries doing those sports. I'm very impressed with golf and tennis and the major championships there. That's real sports people, that's really hard to achieve. And no Norwegian had ever done that, not even close. And then Suzann Pettersen, Tutta came along and did just that.
Sirak,Ron
She was an incredibly brave person in the way she attacked the golf course and the way she went after her opponents and the way she stayed true to herself.
Riise,Arne
She's ended up being one of the most important bearers of the top sport culture in Norway. That's pretty amazing.


Aamodt,Kjetil Andre
But still in my eyes, Suzann is the greatest sports person coming out of this country.

SEGMENT THREE

Pettersen,Suzann
There's always a time where like, you feel a bit lonely. You can go out and win tournaments. You come back to the hotel, you look around the room there's no one there. Just you and trophy. it's quite an empty feel.
Pettersen,Suzann
It took me a while to kinda get used to having someone by my side. And the best thing was actually to be able to share what I do with someone that I love. 2017 we got married. It wasn't easy for me. I had been living a selfish life. It was all about me. And if you ask him, he would probably say it took years before I started saying "us" instead of "I"
Ringvold,Christian
She would never let off the gas. We would be waking up in the morning in a hotel room. It could be the day after a tournament, she would pick up a putter and start putting. Always working about the angles, 24/7.
Nordqvist,Anna
That's the biggest journey of all. Golf being everything she had in her life until she met Christian in 2013 and I saw a lot of things change. You could tell how happy she was and then finally when she announced that she was pregnant. What we didn't know at the time, they had to fight hard for it.
Pettersen,Suzann
The last week before I was about to head home for my 12-week checkup, I woke up and I don't know what my first reaction was, I was just terrified. All the sudden, had a massive bleeding. And you have no clue what's going on. You can only start praying that things are going to work out. The doctors were so calm, and I remember walking in there and I'm like, my expectations were zero, literally. You're not flying. Week in, week out, every day was like this. It was so rough, I could never really kind of breathe and kind of enjoy being pregnant. I thought it was the roughest thing I had ever been a part of. And it was out of my control
Martens,Caroline
I was also grounded here for other reasons, so we did see a lot of each other. And found a lot of, I think, support in each other. Her mentality and mindset as an athlete really did help her, I think, to go through this and become such a strong person on the outside and inside after.

Pettersen,Suzann
I sat down with my mom and dad and Christian one night and I said, "I don't know what's the purpose of me playing golf this year." So, I just took a hard decision to take a year off, to take 2018 off.
Pettersen,Suzann
August came around, Herman was born. He came in a heartbeat into our lives and it was a blessing. I gotta say the first moment I held him, I was obviously, I don't know what to feel. I mean, it's like you've just been thrown into something that you have no practice of. But at the same time, it felt so natural.
Ringvold,Christian
That has changed her as an individual and it's changed her relationships to mom and dad, the game. There is life outside the game. There is something after. That has made her even better. It's like the rose is just, it's blossoming.
Pettersen,Suzann
Just reflecting on life and the perspective, my heart was somewhere else. My ego was gone.
Pettersen,Gunerius
She's been an ego trip times one thousand for her whole life. It's been all about her and now it's completely different. Obviously, when you get a child, it changes everything. Doesn't it?
Pettersen,Axel
First of all, she got her son. And her old ego has to move away because it doesn't fit into this picture.
And she doesn't want to because she's now so determined to make a good life for her son, the dog and christian. So now she's so happy just being a mom.
Pettersen,Suzann
He's been a happy camper from the day he was born which makes it questioning, can he be my son? He's probably smiled more in his first year than I have ever smiled ever on the golf course in over 20 years.
Ringvold,Christian
NATS, CHRISTIAN: Want to say hi? want to say hi to him?
Pettersen,Suzann
NATS Suzann: Quack! Quack!
Pettersen,Suzann
Life was great and I had no rush getting back into like the competitive life of golf.


I'm thinking is going to be tough if I ever wanna come back. I mean the road is so long. There was only one date that I had in mind, that I knew where I had to be, where I had to play golf. I mean, it's the first year I have to be there, and I have to play. The last thing I wanted to do was to go to Midland and embarrass myself. I hadn't played competitive golf for 16 months, literally. I had a long chat with Katrina along the way and I thought do you wanna play with me in this team thing. It should be a lot of fun; uh I don't know how my game will be. But I’ll do my best to be prepared. And she was like I would love to play with you. By the time I got to Dow, I felt like I was as prepared as I could possibly be.
ANNC: Familiar face back again Jim at the 13th. Yeah just had a baby boy, excited about playing. Of course, playing with Solheim captain Catriona Matthew. And that'll help! Nice birdie at the 13th.
Nordqvist,Anna
Me and Caroline Hedwall got to play with her, and Beany at the Dow and I was very happy for that pairing.
ANNC: For Solheim Cup captain. Only two months away from Glen Eagles.
Pettersen,Suzann
Anna was like, she's actually playing really good. She's on our team. I mean, she's has to play.
Matthews,Catriona
I'm delighted and honored to announce my four picks as Céline Boutier from France, Bronte Law- England, Suzann Pettersen- Norway and Jodi Ewart Shadoff

SEGMENT FOUR

ANNC: On the tee from Europe, Suzann Pettersen
Sirak,Ron
When Catriona Matthews made Suzann the captain's pick for this 2019 Solheim Cup team, Suzann had played two tournaments in two years. That tells you the respect and the belief that Catriona Matthews had in Suzann.
ANNC: She actually was perhaps the best player for Europe and now she's back
Sirak,Ron
When she hit her drive off of 18 on that last day in the singles match against Marina Alex, as she's walking off the tee



Pettersen,Suzann
All the sudden, here comes Beany as calm as she is. I'm like "what's up Beany?" She goes, "you know why I picked you." I'm like, I get it Beany, you don't have to tell me, it's getting quite close.
Sirak,Ron
That was exactly, there was nobody that Catriona would have rather had in that situation than Suzann
Pettersen,Suzann
With Beany's whatever you wanna call it, pep talk, I started to realize what I was in for. I had a great yardage. I think it was 92 yards to the pin. I remember like it was a second ago, perfect number for my 52. It was a shoulder to shoulder for my normal swing. You know as soon as it's off the face, it's like "be good." I can see Carlota jumping in the air. I'm like thank god, it's on the green. I have a putt.
Ringvold,Christian
And then I hear people in the crowd just saying she's got this to win the Cup.
ANNC: It really has come down to the final putt. This is it. This is the moment. 38-year-old Suzann Pettersen, all in her talented fingers.
Thompson,Lexi
To have it come down to come down to that putt was just bizarre. All that golf, a whole week and it came down to that. Five minutes before it, we thought that we were winning and that we had it.
Ringvold,Christian 
We weren't able to see anything because it was so shattered with people and I didn't want to take Herman on the inside ropes in case he was gonna start screaming. So, I was in and out, back and forth.
Nordqvist,Anna
Hearing on the radio that Suzann has this putt to win. I still get goosebumps thinking about it.
Sorenstam,Annika
You know, I'm actually getting goosebumps just thinking of it. It was so exciting to watch. It was like if you wanted to script something, you probably could not even scripted it as well.
ANNC: How many as a times as a kid, you imagine yourself having a putt like this. And how about at the Solheim Cup.
Paterson,Michael
I wasn't aware of how big the putt actually was. I don't think Suzann knew either, but it was maybe a good thing that we didn't know quite how important it was, but we knew that we had to make it.


Thompson,Lexi
I was standing on the fringe basically with a few other teammates and I was like "they probably couldn't have got a better person to hit this putt.
Pettersen,Suzann
As I read the putt, I called in Mikey. I couldn't see much there was no break to it. I said Mikey this is left center.
Paterson,Michael
I had a pretty good feeling when I read the putt with her that it was going on. I don't know why. I don't often have that feeling but I just thought, this is probably going to go in dead center.
Pettersen,Suzann
At that point, it did feel like I had been away for two years. To deal with those emotions, it was nerve wracking. I might have looked calm, but I remember the only thing I was thinking as I was taking the club away was like "straight back". That was my go-to feel with my putter. Like straight back, don't drop it inside. I could hear the tv announcers as I'm over the putt, "And here is Suzann Pettersen, her ninth appearance in the Solheim cup."
ANNC: Suzann Pettersen, in her ninth Solheim Cup with this to win the trophy.
Ciganda,Carlota
I know before the ball goes in; I am already like this because I could see that the ball was going to go in.
Pettersen,Suzann
A foot out, the putter is on the ground, I can see the ball going straight in the middle. 
ANNC: Suzann Pettersen wins the cup for Europe!!
Munoz,Azahara
When she made the putt? I don't even know how to describe it. It was amazing.
Nordqvist,Anna
I was just like running up the 18th fairway. It was so many people.
Ringvold,Christian
Just take Herman, I just run towards the green with all these other people. It was crazy.
Thompson,Lexi
When she made it, I got chills. It was amazing, honestly, to watch.
ANNC:  I can't believe this. It's so unbelievable. Never question Suzann Pettersen under pressure. They had to win the last three matches. And they've done it. They've won all three!

Nordqvist,Anna
That was her moment and yeah, it was very very special.
Paterson,Michael
It was quite emotional 
Sorenstam,Annika
Yeah that was just incredible. She kind of dropped the mic so to speak. I can't imagine how she personally felt, other than just "wow this is cool, I did it."
Pettersen,Suzann
I mean, when the putt dropped it was more of a massive relief more than anything else. I had answered all the questions that I had. Would I still have what it takes to deliver when it matters the most. Could I come back as a mom. I mean, all these questions were answered right there on the 18th and that's all I needed to be able to think, this is it. Nothing is ever going to beat this moment so why continue and that's when I just realized, as soon as I saw Herman, I held him. He's here and that means the world to me. My mom and dad was there. My brother was there. I would never have thought that I could share a moment like this with everyone that's meant everything to me along the way. I had nothing left in the tank.
Pettersen,Gunerius
It was amazing. It was a perfect ending to her career. I actually hope that they win, and she would quit. But then she got to play the main role and that was even better. So, what's the upside of continuing then?
Pettersen,Mona
She never gave up and this was her goal. And she reached her goals more than you could expect.
Ringvold,Christian
She comes up the alley walking up, she just looks at me, she just says "This is a f*cking good time, right?" I said, "yeah you couldn't choose a better ending. There's no possible way."
Pettersen,Suzann
I think this is it. This is me and Solheim Cup forever. This is a chapter close to an end.
Pettersen,Mona
We didn't know. Just some of the golfers came up and said, "Mona, she said that was it." I said, "what?!" because I wasn't sure because I knew she loved this life so much
SUZANN IS THIS REALLY IT FOR YOU?


Pettersen,Suzann
Yeah, I think this is the perfect "the end" for a professional career. Doesn't get any better and um
Nordqvist,Anna
We didn't want her to stop. You want her out here and this is her being done. You know, you're not going to see her compete anymore and I'll miss that.
Sorenstam,Annika
It's nice to be able, and maybe you're fortunate to be able to leave on your own terms. To be able to set your own chapter. To be able to write the last sentence and just putting a period.
Sirak,Ron
The fact that the last stroke she ever made as a professional golfer will be the final putt on the final hole, the last person left on the golf course at the 2019 Solheim Cup to win it for Europe. There could not have been a better bookend to her career.
Pettersen,Mona
We are so proud of her. I can see that it's over now and she's so happy and that's what makes us happy.
Pettersen,Axel
She's a good kid.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pettersen,Suzann
It's only after the Solheim that I've, for the first time in my life, reflected back on something that I've achieved. The first really emotional moment that I had was Sunday night at the Solheim. I got into the room. It was dark. I could hear Herman sleep peacefully. I sat down in one of those comfy chairs at the hotel of Glen Eagles. And I pulled up my phone. I hadn't even looked at it once since the putt dropped. And I look at it and it's just exploded with messages, with phone calls. Starting to scroll through and I'm like, almost start to realize what I've just done. It was overwhelming of feelings that just hit me and I will start to bawl. I was sitting there in this chair. I was afraid Herman was going to wake up. The moment I sat down in that chair and I looked at my phone, well knowing that my biggest achievement was right behind me sleeping, it was just priceless.
