KORN FERRY TOUR – UTAH CHAMPIONSHIP

{00:00:32:28}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Greetings.  And welcome to the state of sport.  A beautiful look from high above at Salt Lake City, the state capital of Utah.  This week the Korn Ferry Tour is about 30 miles north in Farmington, as Oakridge Country Club hosts the Utah Championship for the fourth consecutive year.  A par of 71, 7,045 yards on the scorecard.  But at elevation this week, 4,304 feet above sea level.  So glad you could join us on a Thursday afternoon.  The Korn Ferry Tour back in action for the third straight week after more than a three-month hiatus, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  And a look at the Leaderboard for the first time today.  How about the Monday qualifier, Harry Hall, 8-under 63?  He got into the field this week on the sixth extra hole in Monday qualifying.  When Justin Suh four-putted that final playoff hole, Harry Hall making the most of that opportunity.
{00:01:33:06}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: We go out to the action.  This at 12.  This is Dylan Wu, currently 3 under. [cup rattles] But not for long.  That birdie moves him to 4 under on the day.  Dylan Wu in this group, alongside John Oda and Nick Hardy, as we've continued to do the past few seasons on the Korn Ferry Tour, with the players allowing us to, they are wearing mics.  So this threesome will be miked up.  We'll lay out.  We'll get a little inside look, as Steve Burkowski with you, as always, alongside my partner Craig Perks.  And Craig, good to be back.
{00:02:08:10}

CRAIG PERKS: Oh, it's phenomenal to be back.  And we're so thankful for these guys to be miked up.  We get great insight inside the ropes.  Poa Annua greens out here at Oakridge.  So you have to deal with that.  But they're in excellent shape. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]
{00:02:35:27}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: A missed by opportunity by Hardy.  He started the week 18th on the Points List.
{00:02:56:20}

CRAIG PERKS: Not to mention, the rough much more dense.  So, uh, I think it's gonna be a little bit more difficult to control.  The fairways are extremely firm, as are the greens. [club swing]
{00:03:14:00}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Second shots on 13 in order.  Nick Hardy first.
{00:03:23:13}

JERRY FOLTZ: Positioned well off the tee with just the long iron, remember.  And nothing more than a little [club swing] lob wedge of some sort here. [ball thunk] Very nicely done.  Dylan Wu will be next to play.  That first bounce we saw of Hardy's ball is what we're gonna be seeing all week.
{00:03:47:01}

CRAIG PERKS: Yes.
{00:03:46:19}

JERRY FOLTZ: And something they're used to, playing in Utah, even though this tournament has changed courses a few times, that [club swing] has always been a common factor. [ball thunk]
{00:04:15:14}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Back at the green at 12, Jack Maguire trying to save par.
{00:04:20:16}

GARY CHRISTIAN: There's a little clumsy in for--from short of the green to here. [cup rattles]
{00:04:30:08}

CRAIG PERKS: No question, 12's one of those holes you stand up on there expecting to make a 3.  Gary mentioned, you could drive it.  Not much trouble lurking.  So he'll be disappointed with the bogey.
{00:04:43:21}

JERRY FOLTZ: Dylan Wu, so far this season, through just eight events, 118th-ranked putter. [putter clicks]
{00:05:00:14}

CRAIG PERKS: That's the opposite of the announcer curse, Jerry.
{00:05:02:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: I was thinking just that.
{00:05:04:12}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: [Chuckle]
{00:05:04:26}

JERRY FOLTZ: [Chuckle]
{00:05:08:24}

JERRY FOLTZ: Davis Riley first to play.
{00:05:12:14}

GARY CHRISTIAN: And Jerry, I think this kind of sums up this golf course this week.  David Riley from the middle of the fairway, wedge in hand.  He can be very aggressive here.  Jack Maguire in the first cut.  He's gotta play a little bit more defensively from the same yardage. [club swing] [ball thunk]
{00:05:34:06}

JERRY FOLTZ: He was posing on that.  And for good reason.  What a shot.  Just a tap-in remaining for birdie.
{00:05:42:17}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Back over at 14 now, Nick Hardy, a similar look for birdie at the par-3 as Dylan Wu's just had.  One of those Fighting Illini products, Craig Perks.
{00:05:53:29}

CRAIG PERKS: That's right.  Come out with PhD's.  Right?  Poor, hungry, and determined, with Mike Small.  But he would have got a great judgment of the pace after watching Dylan Wu's putt, knowing it's a little bit slower coming up that hill.  And learns well.
{00:06:13:21}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: That's what that PhD does for you.
{00:06:14:18}

CRAIG PERKS: Exactly.
{00:06:15:02}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: [Chuckle]
{00:06:17:06}

CRAIG PERKS: And it will have to be an adjustment.  He's from Illinois.  And played college golf there in the state.  Um, you know, born and raised around that Glenview Club, which is actually where they hold the Evans Scholars Tournament that will be played in the fall.  So to go up and play on Poa Annua, that's a huge adjustment.  Spent a lot of the early part of the week working on the putting green.
{00:06:39:12}

JERRY FOLTZ: Up at 15, Joshua Creel playing his fourth shot on this par-5, easiest hole on the course.  And great memories here, Craig.
{00:06:46:14}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  He lost in a playoff last year, the--Kristoffer Ventura, on the third playoff hole.  Ah, that'll work.
{00:06:53:05}

JERRY FOLTZ: That gets it done. [chuckle]
{00:07:01:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: Well, they--you did mention earlier.  They are Poa Annua.  And, uh, I'm sure our viewers have heard this so many times they could recite it.  But it grows unevenly in the afternoon, especially in perfect conditions like this.  And they develop a seed head at a certain time of the day.  And, uh, even though I think they're marvelous greens to putt when they're smooth, they'll drive you nuts.  I was speaking with Anthony Kim, speaking of blasts from the past, when we were at Torrey Pines.  I said, "At what point do you start to walk when you know you've made a putt?"  He said, "Not till the ball stops rattling."
{00:07:33:08}

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm.
{00:07:33:16}

JERRY FOLTZ: [Chuckle]
{00:07:34:06}

CRAIG PERKS: You know, they say it's like putting on broccoli.  But you talk Torrey Pines or Pebble Beach, those are very soft.  When you get firm, you know, reasonably fast Poa Annua, that also can drive you nuts.
{00:07:47:18}

JERRY FOLTZ: Yeah.
{00:07:48:01}

CRAIG PERKS: Because the ball's traveling with more speed.  But it's still deviating off its line.
{00:07:54:16}

JERRY FOLTZ: Arnold for par up ahead at 17, a shortish par 4.  It's turning a little left from here up the slope.  Oh, just like that.  That didn't look like it was bumpy at all.  Right in the middle.  Keeps it at 5 under par.
{00:08:11:20}

JERRY FOLTZ: Greyson Sigg for eagle up ahead at 15, Gary.
{00:08:15:17}

GARY CHRISTIAN: A relatively straight putt here.  It should just break left towards the end when it runs out of pace.
{00:08:23:11}

JERRY FOLTZ: Oh.  That looked good for a long time.  Good read out of Gary.
{00:08:34:03}

JERRY FOLTZ: Greyson Sigg doesn't give you the impression he stresses a whole lot out there.  He probably learned a little bit of that from his college coach, Chris Hack, one of the most laid-back guys you'll ever meet.
{00:08:50:06}

JERRY FOLTZ: Riley now for eagle at 15.
{00:08:53:24}

GARY CHRISTIAN: It's a fairly flat putt here.  Once again, he seems to be relatively aggressive with these putts. [putter clicks]
{00:09:06:02}

JERRY FOLTZ: Just a little more speed there would have done it.  6th place just a week ago.  As you guys mentioned, Number 2 in points.  If it were a normal season, he'd be feeling pretty good about that.
{00:09:33:12}

JERRY FOLTZ: Jaeger got the free read for the birdie here.  And just like Alexander, takes advantage of it.  Back to 8 under par, which puts him in a tie for the early lead.
{00:09:43:23}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Up to 18, Joshua Creel, this to finish with birdie.  And I think we did clarify.  Edmond, Oklahoma is where the University of Central Oklahoma is.  Buddy the Bronco, proud mascot.  They're almost a suburb of Oklahoma City, Craig.
{00:09:57:27}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  It's--it's about 45 minutes, or so, away.  They've got the home of all the Oak Tree Golf Courses over there, which are a collection of three difficult, wonderful tracts.
{00:10:09:14}

CRAIG PERKS: Over at the 8th, Stephan Jaeger, this for a birdie and the outright lead.
{00:10:13:15}

CRAIG PERKS: Down the hill, swinging to his right.
{00:10:17:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Oh, good call.
{00:10:18:20}

CRAIG PERKS: There's just so much tilt in that green, it's hard to even hit it delicately enough.  And when you do, you never seem to start a ball on line.
{00:10:27:27}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: As you said earlier, it's treated differently.
{00:10:29:25}

CRAIG PERKS: Yes.
{00:10:29:25}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: About a 10 on the Stimp.  A single cut.
{00:10:32:06}

CRAIG PERKS: Yep.
{00:10:33:01}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: It's just, uh, the severity of it.
{00:10:34:09}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, that's importance around this entire golf course to be in the fairway, because ultimately, you want to be putting from below this hole, as is the case on quite a few of these greens.
{00:10:52:19}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Two-putt par, one hole to go in his opening round.  Stephan Jaeger 8 under.
{00:10:58:06}

JERRY FOLTZ: Jack Maguire for birdie out at 17.
{00:11:03:00}

GARY CHRISTIAN: It's straight.
{00:11:07:03}

JERRY FOLTZ: Good call.  Good putt.  A pretty good catch by the hole.
{00:11:12:16}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Back to the green at 18, Dylan Wu, this for a closing birdie and an opening round of 65.
{00:11:21:26}

CRAIG PERKS: Let's see if he can get the speed right coming down the hill. [cup rattles] Oh, he did.  And 18th on the Points List.  And great to get off a good start on the first round, especially after noon wave.  You go right back on and just keep flying at it, keep making birdies.
{00:11:49:26}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: [Music] Harry Hall, Stephan Jaeger, 8 under 63s.  A host of others a shot back.  Course different, a little firmer.  Thicker rough.  But still, Craig, good scores on Day One.
{00:12:01:08}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  Wind down.  But, uh, you know, the scoring average, 68.7.  A lot of good, low scores.  I think as the golf course continues to firm up, it's gonna be so important to get the ball in the fairway.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
{00:12:19:28}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: It's Friday in Farmington.  Welcome to the State of Sport for the Korn Ferry Tour and the Utah Championship.  Oakridge Country Club playing host for the fourth consecutive year.  So glad you could join us.  Steve Burkowski, Craig Perks, Jerry Foltz, Gary Christian with you on a picture-perfect Friday.  Third even back for the Korn Ferry Tour after the more-than-three-month hiatus due to the COVID 19 pandemic.
{00:12:48:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: This is a birdie putt for Michael Miller.  He's playing with John VanDerLaan and Ryan Russell.  This group miked up for us on a Friday.
{00:13:01:29}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: He's happy.  I'm certain of it. [chuckle]
{00:13:09:24}

JERRY FOLTZ: We move ahead to 15, the easiest hole on the course.  Kyle Reifers, bunker greenside.  Oh.  Almost jars it.  Kyle Reifers, well, I guess we consider him in the veteran category now, especially on this tour with so many talented young players.
{00:13:29:19}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: From a veteran to a youngster.  24-year-old John VanDerLaan saves his par at 14.
{00:13:39:02}

CRAIG PERKS: And the cut looks like it's gonna be 5 under par.  John currently at 4 under with those back-to-back birdies.
{00:13:48:08}

JERRY FOLTZ: Michael Miller for birdie.  Currently 52nd in points.  One Top 10 this year, Sawgrass, just two weeks ago.  Putting stat of all the major statistical categories is his strength. [cup rattles] Right on cue, he drains it.
{00:14:19:06}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Two days in a row you didn't throw the Announcer's Curse on somebody when you threw out a putting stat, Foltzy.
{00:14:24:19}

JERRY FOLTZ: I am good luck for everybody, Steve.
{00:14:27:23}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: And Michael Miller moves to 4 under after back-to-back birdies.  Probably gonna need another coming in to make it to the weekend.
{00:14:36:20}

JERRY FOLTZ: Jonathan Randolph up ahead at 17.  1 under in the First Round.  Needing to get it done today.  And needs to--[club swing] well, he basically needs to finish birdie-birdie to have a chance. [ball thunk] And that will give him a chance for the first part of that equation.
{00:15:00:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: Braden Thornberry back at 15.
{00:15:04:18}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, Braden muscled it out of that lie with a pitching wedge.  He's got about 40 yards left here.  A pretty simple chip.  Plenty of green to work with.  I imagine he'll play that little checker in there. [club clicks]
{00:15:19:22}

JERRY FOLTZ: That's exactly what he tried to do.  But I think he wanted to play it out on the green, didn't he?
{00:15:23:09}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.
{00:15:24:19}

BRADEN THORNBERRY: Oh, that went a little further.  Landed on top of the [word] tee box.
{00:15:32:07}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: So you go back two years ago, December of 2018.  Braden Thornberry and Will Zalatoris, they're playing together the first couple of days.  They turned professional with one semester left in their college careers.  But this just announced earlier this month.  PGA Tour University, where NCAA Division 1 players who complete a minimum of four years in college will be eligible.  The top 15 from the final PGA Tour University Rankings at the conclusion of the NCAA Championships will have membership rights on the Korn Ferry Tour and the International Tours.  The Top 5 in those rankings will receive Korn Ferry Tour membership and be exempt into all open full-field events.  And that's about eight or nine, we're guestimating.  As well as being exempt into the Final Stage of Q School for the Korn Ferry Tour, players 6 through 15 will get membership on one of the International Tours.  The eligibility will start the week after the NCAA Championship.  Big news for the PGA Tour, connecting the dots with college golfers.  And you mentioned Thornberry and Zalatoris.  Potentially, maybe different decisions would have been met--been made by them to know that that ranking system would have been in play.  I spoke to Will a couple of weeks ago about it.  He knew he had PGA Tour spots and starts lined up.  So did Braden.  They had taken care of their academics, left with their degree.  But a different wrinkle, Craig, uh, as these college players--the one big thing I've heard for 20 years covering it, status.  Where are they going to play?
{00:17:05:09}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.

{00:17:05:22}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Now this changes it a little bit for them moving forward.
{00:17:07:26}

CRAIG PERKS: No, it does.  I think there was a lot of research done.  Uh, it's a well thought-out, deliberate strategy, I think, that allows these best players in college access to--too, I think college golf in 2021 will cohesively feed into several tours under the Tour umbrella.  I--I guess the way that I look at it, I--I played this Tour for four years.  And I think it's phenomenal.  Listen, it benefits the college coaches because they get their players for four years.  It's gonna benefit the NCAA Tournament, which has been phenomenal on Golf Channel, because it's gonna be captivating for those five spots.  It's benefiting the--the college players.  I'm just gonna prop up these Korn Ferry Tour players, because I've been out.  I've played for four years.  I've covered this Tour for 11 years.  I went to Q School 10 years.  You don't deny access to guys that have earned their right to this Tour, five guys each week.  And I--I just--I don't know.  Maybe expa--expand the field to five so you include the college players and the Korn Ferry Tour players.  I just would wan--want to look at those guys in the eye and say, "I'm sorry.  You can't play because now this superstar's coming college."  And I've earned the right in the amateur ranks and maybe some professional ranks, as well.  I just--I don't want to deny access to the guys on this Tour that have earned their right here.
{00:18:25:04}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Zalatoris made that for eagle at 15.  Now Thornberry, Gary.
{00:18:31:07}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Straight up the hill.  Never a doubt there.
{00:18:38:04}

JERRY FOLTZ: While we were away, John VanDerLaan had this for birdie at 17.  Down the hill. [cup rattles] Good read.  Good putt.  Downhillers on afternoon Poa Annua, not easy. [cup rattles]
{00:18:56:13}

JERRY FOLTZ: Ryan Ruffels for birdie.
{00:19:02:01}

JERRY FOLTZ: Back to 15, Chip McDaniel playing his third.  He's part of the conversation.  Very, very well done.
{00:19:13:10}

JERRY FOLTZ: Zalatoris for birdie at 17.
{00:19:19:26}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Good-looking line, here. [cup rattles] Oh.
{00:19:25:25}

JERRY FOLTZ: He hit that like it was maybe a two-footer, right there.  Great putt.
{00:19:32:16}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Back to the par-4 16th, second here for Chip McDaniel.  12 under.  Trails by one.
{00:19:39:08}

CRAIG PERKS: Bringing it in low and just skip it to that back hole location.  There you go.  Oh.  Yeah.
{00:19:46:06}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: He was listening to you, Perksie.
{00:19:47:17}

CRAIG PERKS: Trying to get to 8 under today at the 13, to tie the lead.
{00:19:53:29}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Up to 18, Thornberry was in trouble off the tee.  This his third.
{00:19:59:03}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Eventually, too much.  But a fairly simple pitch.
{00:20:05:05}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Oh, yes.  How about that?  Braden Thornberry.
{00:20:17:25}

JERRY FOLTZ: At 13, this is Daniel Summerhays' nephew, Preston Summerhays.  High school, what, junior, Steve?
{00:20:27:06}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Uh, should be--

{00:20:27:10}

JERRY FOLTZ: Senior?
{00:20:28:04}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Yeah.  Well, should be heading into his senior year.  Part of the--

{00:20:29:23}

JERRY FOLTZ: Yeah.
{00:20:30:04}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --Class of 2021.
{00:20:32:17}

JERRY FOLTZ: Preston Summerhays' Uncle Danny.  This for birdie. [cup rattles] Summerhays name in the Utah golf scene is absolute royalty, Steve, and has been for a long, long time.
{00:20:50:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Bruce Summerhays, Daniel Summerhays, Boyd Summerhays.  Now Preston Summerhays.  You're right, Jerry.  They go hand--

{00:20:56:09}

JERRY FOLTZ: And don't forget his--his--his sister.  She might be the biggest star of them all.  Grace.  Right?
{00:21:00:24}

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yep.  She tried to Monday qualify.  15-year-old shot 76.  Thornberry, a smile on his face after making birdie at 18.
{00:21:11:03}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Tee at 14.  Daniel Summerhays set to go. [club swing]
{00:21:18:15}

CRAIG PERKS: He's always been such a great striker.  Could move it both ways.  He's gonna cut it to this right hole location.  Glorious shot.  Yeah.
{00:21:27:25}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: You think he knows this golf course?
{00:21:30:06}

CRAIG PERKS: Grew up here.  Played every day.  A chance to win last year.
{00:21:36:28}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: The green at 18, making our way back down the fairway with Chip McDaniel.
{00:21:41:27}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Ideal position, here.  120 yards.  You can go right down the flag. [club swing] [ball thunk]
{00:21:53:18}

MALE: Oh, yeah.  Good shot, son.
{00:21:55:17}

CHIP MCDANIEL: Thank you.
{00:22:06:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: Easy.  Yep.
{00:22:10:14}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Good call.
{00:22:11:01}

JERRY FOLTZ: Well, you sit here and watch them for two-and-a-half hours, it gets pretty easy.  You don't get that benefit when you're out there playing.
{00:22:28:04}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: A little frustration there by Stuart McDonald, as we're winding down our Second-Round coverage of the Utah Championship.  Takeaways, Craig, from Day Two.  What are they?
{00:22:37:17}

CRAIG PERKS: The golf course continues to firm up.  And there's certainly a lot of low scores out there.  But you talked the bunching of this Leaderboard.  It's gonna be a fascinating weekend.  Because again, there's so much at stake.  You think of Josh Teater.  He won in Puerto Rico to win on the PGA Tour for the first time.  He's won in Utah before.  And you think of the young guys like Braden Thornberry and Ryan Ruffels, uh, within striking distance.  Uh, there's so much at stake on this Tour every single week.  And it's gonna show up again in Utah on the weekend.
{00:23:10:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: And what a story it could be for Daniel Summerhays.  6 under on the day.  8 under for the week.  He has declared that his final event in professional golf as he's planning to go back to his Alma Mater, Davis High School, and become a teacher and a golf coach.  But Daniel, tease us for a couple of more days.  Make a few more birdies.  Let's have some fun on the weekend.
{00:23:30:06}

CRAIG PERKS: He also said that experience last year was one of the top five experiences in his golfing career. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
{00:23:45:28}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: It's Saturday in the state of sport.  We're up early on the Korn Ferry Tour.  Bonus extra hour coming your way from the Utah Championship.  Third Round coverage underway from Oakridge Country Club.  Steve Burkowski with you alongside the Player's Champ, Craig Perks.  And this is Ryan Ruffels at the 7th.
{00:24:02:29}

CRAIG PERKS: Began the day 5 back.  That is seven straight birdies for the 22-year-old Australian.  That's what you do on Moving Day.
{00:24:11:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: That would move him to 15 under par.  We go back to the 4th and pick up T.J. Vogel on the par 3.
{00:24:19:07}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, trying not to be outdone, 4th a difficult par 3.  But not an issue for T.J.  That's four straight birdies to begin his third round.
{00:24:31:14}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Florida Gator.  Moves to 14 under par.  Then at the 9th this is [club swing] Ruffels.  He gave one back at 8, his first bogey of the day.  What a way to bounce back.
{00:24:40:06}

CRAIG PERKS: Tough hole location.  Get all the way to that back fringe, basically.  How about, what, eight birdies and--and a bogey?  Out in 29.  Pretty good.
{00:24:49:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Very good.  How about Dawie van der Walt?  Also at the 9th. [club swing]
{00:24:52:25}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, he needs a good week.  75th on the Points List.  This 37-year-old South African, four birdies and an eagle.  Out in 30.  What's going on out here?

{00:25:04:10}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Something's in the water in Farmington, Utah on a Saturday.  Ruffels finally made his first par of the day at the 10th.  He is 15 under.  Has a one-shot lead. [music]
{00:25:18:10}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Beautifully controlled iron shot from Kyle.  It should just move a little right-to-left. [putter clicks]
{00:25:35:18}

CRAIG PERKS: Good read, there, Gary.  That was beautifully stuck, right in the dead center.
{00:25:44:02}

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hanging around.
{00:25:45:07}

JERRY FOLTZ: Josh Teeter has this good look for birdie at 17. [cup rattles] Obviously, makes that look so easy.  It always looks easy when they make them, Craig.
{00:25:55:17}

CRAIG PERKS: [Chuckle] And then it looks so darn hard when you don't.
{00:26:06:19}

GARY CHRISTIAN: A good chance to chip this up there close, I think.
{00:26:09:21}

JERRY FOLTZ: And pretty fortunate, too, with today's hole location, isn't he, Gary?  Plenty of room?
{00:26:13:20}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Abso--absolutely.  Yeah. [club swing] [ball thunk]
{00:26:30:25}

JERRY FOLTZ: Just as Gary thought was possible.  That sounded so nice.
{00:26:36:14}

JERRY FOLTZ: Well, we've got a short one here for Jones to get it within 1.  Yeah.  Gary, you mentioned it earlier, too, that, uh, just a little bit of run at this point, and you never know.
{00:26:51:27}

GARY CHRISTIAN: It just takes that 45-minute stretch, doesn't it?  Knock off two or three birdies, and very quickly, you're right in amongst it.  Straight up the hill from here.
{00:27:00:01}

JERRY FOLTZ: So much for the notion that you gotta hit it in the fairway here.  He's only hit five today, and he's one back of the lead.
{00:27:25:17}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, again, missed at 16.  Missed at 17.  Another missed opportunity at 18.  But I think--I looked at tho--all three really good strokes.
{00:27:37:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: So after a 62 on Friday, Paul Haley backs it up with his second round of 67 this week, 17 under par.
{00:27:59:16}

CRAIG PERKS: Even through 12 holes, four under in his last six to now get within, well, five strokes to get to the lead.
{00:28:07:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Yep.  Right where they started today.
{00:28:08:22}

CRAIG PERKS: Exactly.
{00:28:09:19}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: There were two leading at 13 under.  There are two now at 17 under.  They'll do it again tomorrow in the final pairing.
{00:28:18:19}

CRAIG PERKS: [Music] Could get his very first win on the Korn Ferry Tour.  It's go--it's gonna be a fascinating Sunday with--with this bunched Leaderboard.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
{00:28:37:14}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Welcome to Farmington, Utah and Oakridge Country Club for the final round of the Utah Championship presented by Zion's Bank.  And what a story we have developing here in the Final Round.  36-year-old Daniel Summerhays trying to script a storybook ending to his professional career.  So glad you could join us.  Steve Burkowski, Craig Perks, Jerry Foltz, Gary Christian with us.  This is Summerhays, his second at the last. [club swing]
{00:29:13:22}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Daniel Summerhays 10 under par on the day, Craig.  He grew up here.  He learned the game of golf here at Oakridge.
{00:29:23:23}

JERRY FOLTZ: Back to 5, Kyle Jones, who had a share of the overnight lead, both after Friday and Saturday, after what was mostly a frustrating day on Saturday.  But he finished it with three straight birdies.  And picking right back up where he left off.  2 under on the round today.
{00:29:59:14}

JERRY FOLTZ: Back at the 9th, T.J. Vogel has this for birdie.  He's birdied this hole two of the three previous rounds.  But he does rank 60th in putting amongst the guys who have made the cut.  Stats mean nothing.  Pours it in for another birdie and gets it to 19 under.
{00:30:21:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: Kyle Jones for birdie now, Gary.
{00:30:24:28}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, a great way to get a little momentum going for this back 9, isn't it?  Pop this one in.
{00:30:36:26}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Green at 14, van der Walt, a birdie chance to get to 18 under.
{00:30:40:24}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, he's only made one birdie today.  The rest pars.  So it's time to make one.
{00:30:46:07}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Oh, right on cue.
{00:30:46:27}

CRAIG PERKS: Oh.  How about that?  Still within 2, the big fella.  Got a par 5 coming up.
{00:30:55:23}

JERRY FOLTZ: Paul Haley's turn next at 13.
{00:30:59:05}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, he certainly already got a good idea of the pace from Jonesy's putt there.  The same sort of shot, uphill very slightly, then downhill to the hole.
{00:31:09:13}

JERRY FOLTZ: Well, with the snap left late, as well?
{00:31:13:18}

GARY CHRISTIAN: I think there's just a little less break from this angle. [putter clicks]
{00:31:23:22}

JERRY FOLTZ: He's hoping for it to snap.  Oh, just catches the high side, drops in.  That was a bonus.  Now one back.
{00:31:37:10}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Well, let's go up to 18.  This is 23-year-old Will Zalatoris.  5 under on the day, one behind Daniel Summerhays, who's been done for nearly two hours.  Let's see what he can do.
{00:31:48:26}

CRAIG PERKS: And he's ripped a driver.  So just a sand wedge.  Plenty of spin. [club swing] He can really attack this flag with this club. [ball thunk] Oh.  He's got that one--that second bounce actually propelled it forward.  But still a great opportunity to tie for the lead.
{00:32:17:09}

CRAIG PERKS: OH, my goodness.
{00:32:19:06}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Oh, you're--

{00:32:18:28}

CRAIG PERKS: That is--

{00:32:19:26}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --kidding me.
{00:32:20:12}

CRAIG PERKS: --wicked.  Maybe it's destiny for Mr. Summerhays.
{00:32:29:06}

JERRY FOLTZ: Kyle Jones' third at 15.  What's likely to happen here, Gary?
{00:32:34:02}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, I'll tell you what, Jerry, he's got a perfect lie.  He can slide the club right underneath this.  I think he can pull this one off.
{00:32:47:01}

JERRY FOLTZ: Excellent call.  Even better shot, right there.
{00:32:50:03}

CRAIG PERKS: Think of those two up-and-down from the previous two holes here.  He's been phenomenal this week in the short game.
{00:32:58:08}

JERRY FOLTZ: Back to 15.  Haley will be next for eagle.  And while he looks this over, I just want to say, uh--pat ourselves on the back a little bit.  But mostly our guys out there in Utah.  And this is the first Golf Channel production back, Steve, since we--since the pandemic break.  And, uh, 98 percent of the technical cre--crew drove, many from as far as a day-and-a-half away.  Seventy percent of the overall crew drove.  And with new protocols and restrictions, what they have done, the hoops they have jumped through to bring live golf to our viewers is to be commended.  So thanks to our entire team.

{00:33:28:27}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Absolutely, Jerry.  Testament to all those involved for making it happen.  And continuing to put this product out there.  We're thrilled to be back.
{00:33:39:03}

JERRY FOLTZ: I think it's safe to say, um, at least speak for you guys, I know, way better than we thought it was going--it's just fantastic, what they've done.  All right.  Gary, what do we got?
{00:33:49:06}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, not too much to this.  Slightly uphill.  It might just break right--right-to-left at the end. [putter clicks]
{00:34:15:04}

JERRY FOLTZ: He said he's worked really hard to be a little nicer to himself.
{00:34:19:09}

CRAIG PERKS: Mm-hmm.
{00:34:19:27}

JERRY FOLTZ: Right there, he just had some strong words with himself.
{00:34:23:29}

CRAIG PERKS: Tough to do, Jerry, you know, in this game.
{00:34:25:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: Ah, I say it all the time.  It's just--it's one of the greatest oxymorons in golf.  Try your hardest not to try so hard.
{00:34:39:28}

JERRY FOLTZ: But still, tied for the lead.  And we will keep it right here, see if Kyle Jones can get it back to 19 under.  It should be a formality, Gary.
{00:35:01:20}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Nothing to this. [putter clicks] [clapping]
{00:35:13:28}

JERRY FOLTZ: A smattering of applause from those who are fortunate enough to be on the grounds.
{00:35:20:07}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: van der Walt, birdie chance at 16.  This would get him within two, and--

{00:35:26:18}

CRAIG PERKS: And what--

{00:35:26:18}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --make him wonder even more.
{00:35:29:21}

CRAIG PERKS: What a bounce-back that would be after that horrific bogey at the easiest hole on the golf course.
{00:35:34:29}

JERRY FOLTZ: [Laugh]
{00:35:36:23}

CRAIG PERKS: On 15.  Knock it in there.  I tell you what, that was one heck of a second.  Took advantage of it.  All right.  Needs two more, though.
{00:35:52:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: He's got a chance.  A heck of a 3 there.
{00:35:57:12}

JERRY FOLTZ: Craig, it just has such a nice sound, the way he clips it.  And very, very shallow angle of attack.
{00:36:02:21}

CRAIG PERKS: It--it is.  Just watch it.  I like it.  I mentioned it before.  Watch his eyes go towards the target earlier.  It just allows the freedom of the arms to go through there. [club swing] [ball thunk]
{00:36:21:21}

JERRY FOLTZ: Fantastic.  He has just a short one to get it to 20 under again.
{00:36:30:18}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Up to 18, second for van der Walt. [club swing]
{00:36:35:22}

CRAIG PERKS: Ball above the feet.  Have to get that hole location pull from the right.  Don't miss it right. [ball thunk] Well, that's a friendly bounce.  How about back in the hole?  There you go.  That'll make up for the double on the previous hole.  A couple of mistakes.  Two sixes on that back nine.
{00:36:59:00}

JERRY FOLTZ: I love the quote you gave us earlier, Steve, about Jones.  "Some people are given a lot.  You do a lot with what you were given."
{00:37:15:18}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Three-way tie for the lead at 20 under par.  Summerhays is done.  Jones and Haley heading to the last.
{00:37:26:28}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Up to the green at 18.  It would be a good way for van der Walt to finish.  This for birdie. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]
{00:37:34:07}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, that sure shows some moxie, finished 3-6-3.  Currently inside the Top 10.
{00:37:41:07}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Go back one more, it was 6-3--

{00:37:43:05}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.
{00:37:44:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --6-3. [chuckle]
{00:37:45:18}

CRAIG PERKS: There it is.  That's 2-6-3-6-3.
{00:37:48:04}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Kyle Jones, this his third.  What does he have, Gary?
{00:37:52:06}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Well, it's a pretty basic pitch.  Any other day of the week and I think he would get this up and down nine out out of time--ten times.  Perfect lie.  Just bump it on there and just let it run down towards the hole.  I think if you read this like a putt and just focus a little bit harder, you've got a good chance of hitting this very close. [club clicks]
{00:38:40:20}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Got a chance.  Oh, my goodness.  What an effort.
{00:38:45:28}

MALE: Great shot, Kyle.
{00:38:46:28}

CRAIG PERKS: Holy cow.  Man, has he hit some brilliant pitch shots on this back nine.
{00:38:59:02}

CRAIG PERKS: Think of Zalatoris, the--the power let.  That one, someone--something came up and denied that one.
{00:39:10:21}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Paul Haley now for his par to get in and join Summerhays at 20 under par. [clapping]
{00:39:37:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: We saw that finger point Saturday when he made birdie at the 9th.  Gutsy--
{00:39:42:06}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.
{00:39:42:12}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --comebacker by Paul Haley.  So we know there's a playoff with at least two.  And it might soon be three players if Kyle Jones can knock this one in. [clapping]
{00:40:02:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: It went in. [chuckle]
{00:40:03:08}

CRAIG PERKS: [Laugh] Whoo! I skipped a beat there.
{00:40:08:18}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: How about some bonus golf?
{00:40:09:21}

CRAIG PERKS: Awesome.  Kyle Jones, Paul Haley, Daniel Summerhays, in at 20 under par.  72 holes not enough to determine a Champion this year in Utah.  Sudden death playoff comes your way when we return. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
{00:40:31:15}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Jones watching, Haley, as well, as Summerhays has this for par.
{00:40:50:14}

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm.  Oh, my goodness.  That was just dying into the hole and went left.  That is hard to believe, right there.
{00:41:03:19}

JERRY FOLTZ: That ball just as far away from the hole as it was in regulation on 18, hanging on the lip.  I don't know how that didn't drop. [cheers and clapping]
{00:41:12:20}

CRAIG PERKS: He can't believe it went left.  Watch this thing just start to die in.  This is an absolutely perfect putt.  Just drip in the front edge.  How does that wiggle left?  That is cruel.
{00:41:35:29}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: So a bogey 5 for Daniel Summerhays.  Par putts still upcoming for Kyle Jones and Paul Haley, who's on a very similar line.
{00:41:45:22}

CRAIG PERKS: So Gary, do you trust what you just saw?  Or do you trust your read of the slope of the greens down to the front?
{00:41:55:13}

GARY CHRISTIAN: I'm mean, you've gotta trust what you've just seen.  But it--the hole looks like it's going the other way, the way it's tilted.
{00:42:21:15}

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm. Yeah, that was--

{00:42:22:10}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Paul Haley.
{00:42:24:14}

CRAIG PERKS: That one didn't wa--wiggle left.  Brilliant 4.
{00:42:26:26}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: What a par putt there by the 32-year-old.  So he's in with par.  That eliminates Daniel Summerhays.  Now Kyle Jones, a par putt remaining to extend the playoff.
{00:42:43:18}

CRAIG PERKS: We all must stand up and applaud Daniel's performance today and his entire career.
{00:42:55:25}

GARY CHRISTIAN: When there's water on the green, a lot less break than there was earlier on.
{00:43:16:29}

CRAIG PERKS: Oh.
{00:43:17:20}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: And how about that 4.
{00:43:19:06}

CRAIG PERKS: Ooh.  Just a good catch.  Great 4.
{00:43:21:24}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Playoff continues.  Down to two, Jones and Haley will move on.

{00:43:28:09}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  It's a shame at this particular time.  I'm sure those players would have loved to have just gone up there and hugged Daniel Summerhays and congratulated him on his performance and his career.
{00:43:49:00}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: At the par-4 18th, both players in the fairway with their tee shots.
{00:43:56:03}

GARY CHRISTIAN: And crucially, Steve, on the correct side of the fairway.  Good angle from down here.  150 for Haley.  Do you go straight at it?  Or do you hit it 15 feet left?
{00:44:10:28}

CRAIG PERKS: I think you take this flagstick on from this angle.  I mentioned it in regulation, his iron game has been spectacular.  Really hit a lot of shots hole high.  And you need to apply the pressure.  You can't play conservatively right now.
{00:44:58:11}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Crai--Craig, there's a few different calculations now.  The drop in temperature.  Maybe a club more than normal.
{00:45:05:27}

CRAIG PERKS: And he talked about--they did talk about wedge.  But he mentioned he like to actually cut a little 9 iron in there.  So to your point, with the temperature drop, that might be prudent. [club swing] [ball thunk]
{00:45:39:12}

CRAIG PERKS: Yes.  Just cut a short iron.  He exits those hands so quickly left he's putting some sort of side spin on it.  But those short irons, tough to move it.
{00:45:51:08}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Potential opportunity--
{00:45:51:16}

CRAIG PERKS: Yes.
{00:45:51:29}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --now for Kyle Jones.
{00:45:55:21}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  142 for Kyle.  And I think it's gonna be a comfortable pitching wedge for him.
{00:46:02:28}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: The rain stopped, too.  Huh, Gary?
{00:46:06:06}

GARY CHRISTIAN: It has momentarily, and the wind has dropped a little bit, as well.  Quite a bit, in fact. [club swing]
{00:46:22:08}

CRAIG PERKS: Oh, boy.  One arm, out right.  Did he get the break?  Oh, my goodness.
{00:46:28:03}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Oh, my goodness. [chuckle] Oh, we saw Dowie van der Walt about an hour ago on a similar line with a similar result.
{00:46:37:21}

CRAIG PERKS: [Chuckle] That is a tremendous break.
{00:46:40:29}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: His heart skipped a couple of beats then?
{00:46:42:18}

CRAIG PERKS: That--it--it probably hasn't started beating again.

{00:46:49:23}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Well, it's the 9th event of the 2020 Korn Ferry Tour season.  We got things going in January in the Bahamas.  That seems like a long time ago.  Tommy Gainey kicking it off with a win in Exuma.  And the following weed at Baja Mar, Jared Wolfe a winner on the Korn Ferry Tour.  David Riley winning for the first time out here in Panama.  And Mito Pereira in Colombia, he is atop the Points Rankings through eight events coming into the week.  Andrew Novak a winner in Sarasota, Florida.  And David Coker in Mexico.  Then there was the break for about three-and-a-half months.  Two weeks ago, Dye's Valley Course, Luke List a winner.  And then seven--make it eight days ago, that one ended on a Saturday, the King and the Bear, great to see Chris Kirk back in the Winner's Circle.
{00:47:44:14}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Haley for birdie. [putter clicks]
{00:48:15:20}

CRAIG PERKS: Ordinary--ordinarily, you'd say "good effort."  But under the circumstances, probably disappointed with that.
{00:48:24:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Paul Haley in with par.  These two have played the last 38 holes together.
{00:48:28:14}

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm.
{00:48:29:19}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: They were paired with one another on Saturday, today, a couple of extra holes.  Now the stage is set, Gary, for Kyle Jones to break through with a birdie here on 18.
{00:48:42:06}

GARY CHRISTIAN: Yeah.  Uphill.  I think just have a little bit of pace on it.  Don't give the hole away.
{00:48:59:25}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: This for birdie and the win. [putter clicks] [cup rattles]
{00:49:08:05}

CRAIG PERKS: Yes, indeed.  Emphatically. [clapping] What a putt.
{00:49:11:27}

MALE: Good job, Kyle.
{00:49:16:09}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Kyle Jones your Winner.  Birdie on the second extra hole in Utah, the 26-year-old.  Started the week 55th in points.  He will vault up that rankings.
{00:49:30:17}

CRAIG PERKS: Well, you talked about hanging in there so well yesterday.  He didn't have his best stuff, shot 67.  And then birdied his last three holes.  And then today just hung in there again in some trying conditions.
{00:49:43:07}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Started 55th.  Now up to 8th.  I want to revisit a quote from his college coach, Mike McGraw.  "Kyle, some people have been given a lot.  You have done a lot with what you have been given."  Well, it was good enough to get the job done in Utah, breaking through here in Farmington. [music]
{00:50:04:00}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Nine events done.  Good to be back, partner, as always.
{00:50:06:17}

CRAIG PERKS: Oh, what a great week. [music]
{00:50:09:26}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: And the storyline that developed--

{00:50:11:08}

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.
{00:50:11:18}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: --with Daniel Summerhays.  And he hung around.  And he hung around.  And you thought it was that storybook ending.  But it was that putt moments ago by Kyle Jones. [clapping] He was the first alternate last week in St. Augustine.  Didn't even get into the field.  Tied for 11th here two years ago.  And now a champion.  Well done, Kyle Jones.  Go back to the 14th hole, the par 3.  Hits his tee shot in the penalty area.

{00:50:37:07}

CRAIG PERKS: Hmm.
{00:50:37:14}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Finds a way to make 4.  He's got four holes left.  He's two shots behind Daniel Summerhays.  What did he prove to you over these last 90 minutes?
{00:50:47:02}

CRAIG PERKS: What did he prove to himself?  Think of the up-and-down at 14.  The up-and-down at 15 for the birdie at the par 5.  Man.  Uh, he didn't have his best stuff and he still won.  That will give you a tremendous amount of confidence going forward.
{00:50:59:23}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Oh, so close, but a final thought on Daniel Summerhays.
{00:51:03:17}

CRAIG PERKS: I think we have--we should all just have complete and utter gratitude for having the chance to witness how he handled himself playing professional golf.
{00:51:12:00}

STEVE BURKOWSKI: It was a pleasure to watch him.  We wish him all the best as he spends more time with his family and goes back to his high school alma mater, become a teacher and a golf coach. [music]
00:52:08:01
End of Recording
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