PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS – HOAG CLASSIC

02INTCUTCH05


00:00:33:10
BOB PAPA:  It’s the 25th edition of the HOAG Classic, the 5th of 27 on the PGA Tour Champion schedule.  Ken Duke, 7 under part has a one shot lead over Scott McCarron.  A bunch of golfers with 5 under par.
00:00:50:13

LANNY WADKINS:  David Morland does not have status on the PGA Tour Champions but finds himself right in the mix.  He’s got a birdie putt here at 11.  Just missed ashore, went about 6 feet at 10, but makes it here at 11.  Good putt from behind the hole at 11.  Gets him 6 under, going along very nicely.
00:01:12:23

BOB PAPA:  Miguel Angel Jimenez won the season opener at the Mitsubishi Electric Champions but well why.  Playing a shot from the bunker at 15.  (clapping)  Always taking that big first opt but that’s really well done.  Ken Duke has this putt for an eagle.  And to post 9 under.  There’s no eagles at 18.

00:01:33:20

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And that also tells you that how reachable this hole is.  Ken Duke gets it out there okay, but he’s nowhere near in the upper echelon of guys that hit it a long way on this PGA Tour Champions.  So if Ken’s getting it in their hole high most of the guys we’re looking at coming up should be reaching this thing too.

00:01:52:02

BOB PAPA:  Kirk Triplett made an eagle on this hole last year in the playoff against Woody Austin to beat him.  And Duke is going to have a tap in for a birdie to post an 8 under par.

00:02:03:02

LANNY WADKINS:  It looked like he disagreed with his caddy there.  His caddy said, I think you said it was going to right, and it went left on Ken.  So either way, an excellent round of golf.  And a great way to start the tournament.

00:02:13:15

BOB PAPA:  Ken Duke the lowest round on the PGA Tour Champions, 8 under 63.  He made a eagle at the 5th holing out from the fairway.  Over at 14 Ernie Els playing his second.

00:02:26:28

LANNY WADKINS:  After a huge drive just went 23.  Just a little wedge here.  But it sent a little breeze.  The ball likely will take a bounce.  But then it will spin back to have to get this one close it’s packed a hole location.
00:02:41:23

LANNY WADKINS:  They like it.  It took the one big hop but it didn’t come back.  Still an excellent shot there by Els.  We’re at the 12th with David Morland.  He has a birdie putt.  A pretty good look just straight across the green and buries that one.  But he missed the shore one at 10 Bob, but the two long ones after.

00:03:03:00

BOB PAPA:  David Morland who had to Monday qualify in a unique circumstance in which the qualifying was reduced to only 9 holes.  Right now he’s a shot off the lead here at the Hoag Classic.

00:03:17:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Now Goosen and Billy Ray.
00:03:20:14

BOB PAPA:  He’s missed the fairway to the right, but he’s got a clear path to the hole.  The tree just to the right does not come into play, could perfect lie, 127 yards.  He saw the shot of Couples really did not take the initial big bounce like a lot of the greens do.  But it is coming downhill against the wind.  I think this is going to be aggressive with here now.

00:03:39:28

LANNY WADKINS:  I do too.  And even, you know, behind the hole is no big deal here.
00:03:45:21

BOB PAPA:  Flights it down Lanny, trying to bring it in from the right.
00:03:49:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Like to carry, oh beautiful shot.  And he leaves himself an uphill putt.  That is an excellent play by Goosen.

00:03:56:21

BOB PAPA:  Fred Funk has got a birdie putt at 16 the difficult par 4.

00:03:49:11

LANNY WADKINS:  It is, hard to get it back 10 high here.  And a good put there by Fred.
00:04:06:17

BOB PAPA:  Fred feeling healthy.  And having a nice start to his year.  2 under on his round here today.  Par 3, 13th.  David Morland has a birdie putt for a share of the lead.  It’s been a couple of years on the PGA Tour it was the Canadian PGA Tour Rookie of the Year in 1992.  About 3 starts on the PGA Tour Champions last year.  Does not have status on the tour, but rolling along nicely.

00:04:39:12

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, that was a nice putt there.  Had to be firm with it, and he was.  Up the hill.
00:04:44:09

BOB PAPA:   Meanwhile up ahead Scott McCarron has the birdie putt at the par 5 15th.
00:04:54:27
LANNY WADKINS:   Kind of expect Scott McCarron to reach this green too.  Either way he’s still got a nice look, probably about, well not 10 feet, only 18th in the Schwab Cup Standings.  He’s just won Top 10 this year.  He’s in a section of this green where this doesn’t have a lot of movement.  It could be a little quick though.

00:05:23:09

BOB PAPA:  Go ahead, Scott is feeling better.  The game is starting to show it.  Good putt.  Didn’t want to let that one get away and not make a birdie for Scott.  Not on a hole he can reach in 2 as easy as he can that one.  Back at the Hoag Classic at the par 5 15th Ernie Els lengthy eagle putt.
00:05:46:24

LANNY WADKINS:   Probably 70 feet Bob up and over a pretty good ridge, in and out of shadows the whole way turning to the left.  Tough to get this close.
00:05:57:13

BOB PAPA:  Well he did an excellent job.  Whoa, Ernie Els.  There you go, that makes up for some short ones he’s missed.

00:06:04:10

LANNY WADKINS:   How about that?

00:06:05:06

BOB PAPA:   How about that, right dead center big.  (clapping) Yeah, you can play out here for a year and not make one that long.  That was very cool.  Now Jimenez for his eagle at 18.
00:06:20:29

BOB PAPA:  A pretty simple look right here.  A little bit downhill.
00:06:28:23

LANNY WADKINS:   Oh, he lost pace and it went left on him.

00:06:32:00

BOB PAPA:   Fred Funk tapped in for his birdie to finish at 3 under.  A 2 putt birdie for Jimenez at the closing hole.  And 5 under 66 a good start to his 2020 Hoag Classic.  A tough shot for Scott McCarron at 17.

00:06:48:24

LANNY WADKINS:   This is basically impossible.  I’m guessing he’s going to go upstairs with that.  I don’t know, or he’s going low.  Oh, he’s going to use the slope and try and come back to the hole.  This is very well thought out and well done.  That was really, really well played.  (clapping) Great work there by Scott McCarron.  Figure that out.

00:07:12:19

BOB PAPA:   David Morland playing his second in the 15.  Going the fairway battle.  It looked like, it looked to be a pretty good strike right there.  And yes it was.  It hit a little soft on him.  Still gets up on the top.  But stays there.  It’s got to stay.  It’s okay now.
00:07:36:23

BOB PAPA:   So David Morland is going to have an eagle putt.  Although lengthy at 15.  Ken Duke is in with that 8 under 63.  A lot of good scores to be had at Newport Beach.  Now over at 15 David Morland for his birdie and the outright lead.  So he’s at 9 under.  And he’s got 3 holes to play including the par 5 18th over at 17.  David Toms on the tee.
00:08:13:29

PHIL BLACKMAN:   It’s just a full 8 iron here for David.  A hole cut only about 10 feet on top of that ridge, if that much.
00:08:25:03

BOB PAPA:   And that’s the way you do it right there Phil.  A beautiful shot by David Toms.  He got it there about 4 feet.  Scott McCarron to finish up his round with a birdie.  And 8 under.  A pretty simple look here and not a lot in this.  Pace correct.  Well, he did.  (clapping)  Well, we haven’t seen the Scott McCarron from last year yet this year.  But it looks like Scott is back.
00:08:58:09

PHIL BLACKMAN:   I would even say the early part of last year.  You know, towards the end of the year he really struggled to hang on and hang on ‘till the lead in the Schwab Cup but he looks like he’s all systems go right now.
00:09:09:21

BOB PAPA:   Getting a little chilly here in Newport Beach.  David Morland pretty hot, 9 under par.  He’s got a one shot lead over Scott McCarron and Ken Duke, David Toms 3 back.  You see some good scores to be had.  Jay Haas 4 under 67 today along with Woody Austin and Scott Dunlap.  Jesper Parnevik at 3 under.  Fred Couples currently at 2 under.  Larry Mike with a Top 10 last week at 2 under par as well.  Back at the hole classic Fred Couples playing his third shot off the green at 18.  Oh, how about that, Couples with his second eagle of the day.
00:09:48:00

LANNY WADKINS:   Just slammed that in there.  (clapping) The ball rolled really nicely through that short grass coming up the slope.  A nice way to finish.  Gets him, actually kind of gets him in this tournament.

{00:09:59:16}

BOB PAPA:   Exactly.  You always say that on the PGA Tour Champions you need 4 under in the opening round to give yourself a shot for the weekend.  And couples eagled the third hole, and then eagles the 18th.  Yeah, it doesn’t put you in the lead very often, but it does get you within striking distance.  Of course, the great unknown right now is David Morland.  And nobody knows at this stage ‘cause he hasn’t been there improving it, how he’ll hold up on the weekend or how far out in front he’s going to be.  How about this two Monday qualifiers in this group Lanny.  And right now there are combined 10 under and maybe 11 if Morland can make his birdie.
{00:10:42:07}

LANNY WADKINS:   Yeah, they’re going along very well, very nicely.  A good start to the weeks for both of them.  Obviously David Morland is leaning putts, that’s kind of rude.  That went down in the hole and came out.
{00:10:57:12}

BOB PAPA:   Giving par 71 for Steven.  Now David Morland a change to extend the lead.  I mean every little bit counts at this point.  It looks to me like he is not afraid of the situation.  He’s really handled this nicely down the stretch.
{00:11:19:00}

LANNY WADKINS:   Bob knows some of his mannerisms and climbing back at 16.  He didn’t hurt himself.  And like I said, he’s made the decisions to play.  Well, and about 3-1/2 feet here.  (clapping)

{00:11:38:05}

BOB PAPA:   Now bogey 3, and 10 under par, 61 for Monday qualifier David Morland.  And he’s got a 2 shot lead over Ken Duke and Scott McCarron after the opening round of the Hoag Classic in Newport Beach, California.
{00:12:07:22}

BOB PAPA:   Time for the 24th consecutive year Newport Beach Country Club is playing host par 71, just over 6,600 yards.  Always great fan support in this area for this event.  Celebrating its 25th year of existence, the Hoag Classic.  A moment ago over at 12 Chris DiMarco played a bogey 3 this week.

{00:12:31:19}

LANNY WADKINS:   Yeah, a good tee shot leaves himself in perfect position.
{00:12:38:16}

BOB PAPA:   Head up to the 13th now.  In front of the green Ernie Els for a birdie.  If he can get it to run through that fringe good.  It looked like it rolled pretty well.  It’s got a chance.
{00:12:48:14}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well, that makes up for the little one he missed at the last hole.

{00:12:50:22}

BOB PAPA:   Yes it does.  Jay Haas for his birdie at 14 after back to back bogeys.  A 66-year-old rolls that in.  And he’s just 2 off the lead.  He’s just kind of hanging there staying in touch.

{00:13:06:09}

LANNY WADKINS:   13th now Jimenez at the shore game and display again here.  Not much wrist hinge at all.  Oh, look at this.  Man, if he’d landed on the green in the last hole you said it might have gone in.  Well, this one he did land on the green and it did go in.

{00:13:22:18}

BOB PAPA:   And right on the edge and it went right in.  It was perfect.  Really well done.  Ken Tanigawa was went over on his round today, pulled out for an eagle at 10 added a birdie at 11.  And this is for his birdie at 14.
{00:13:42:25}

LANNY WADKINS:   That just melted over the right edge.
{00:13:44:14}

BOB PAPA:   And before we came on the air Ken Tanigawa made birdie at the 9th.  He played the front line, 1 over par.  And then his second shot at the 10th.  The location is back and very stoppable, getable and yes it was.  Two hopper in.  That would get him the 6 under, and maybe birdie the 11th.  And just give himself some chances since.
{00:14:11:05}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well, another player right here whose excited and committed to this tour right here is Ernie Els.  It’s an opportunity to tie for the lead.  And speaking to him yesterday he’s worked out really hard in the gym.  He’s lost weight, stronger.  He said he can turn better than he’s been able to in a number of years.  And he is excited to be here.  Trying to take an example from Bernhard Langer.  How he’s approached this tour.
{00:14:48:15}

BOB PAPA:   Ernie Els ties for the lead there at the 15th with an eagle 3.  Here’s to 10 under par.

{00:14:57:02}

LANNY WADKINS:   And that’s with a few misses inside 3 feet at earlier in the day.  So I mean his golf game is on point.  He’s just got to get those short ones in on these full line of greens.
{00:15:10:29}

BOB PAPA:   Up to the 15th these greens can make you look foolish.  Jay Haas just touching it.  What a nice up and down from that bunker.
{00:15:18:22}

LANNY WADKINS:   He kissed at 9 under.  He’s staying right there.

{00:15:24:04}

BOB PAPA:   Fred Couples has had a bunch of good looks for birdie.  Hasn’t been able to cash in on a lot of these.  Here at 16 a pull within one, Couple does.

{00:15:33:16}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well, he finally gets one.  That was uphill fairly straight.  And he made a very nice stroke.
{00:15:48:03}

BOB PAPA:   And Duke won once in the PGA Tour the 2013 Travelers.  Two wins on the Korn Ferry Tour.  Looking at the first PGA Tour Champions, his second in 14.

{00:16:00:09}

LANNY WADKINS:   Coming down the hill from 133.  Still continuing to be locked in on some numbers here.  Fred Couples on the tee at 17.  Got a back stop right behind the hole Bob.

{00:16:19:11}

BOB PAPA:   It needs to come down.  You don’t want to hang it up there.  It can’t, no way you’d stop it there if the hole is right there.  The third shot for Morland at 14.

{00:16:30:21}

PHIL BLACKMAN:   Well, pitching off the up slope is going to help him quite a bit here.
{00:16:37:24}

BOB PAPA:   Really well done, Billy Ray.  He’s got some strategy a little short.  Jay Haas has been coming to this course a long time.  He knows exactly what he has to do here.  He’s just got to execute Phil.

{00:16:49:01}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  He does.  He has such good control of his distance with his short irons, and that’s what this shot is all about.  Finding your right distance.

{00:17:02:00}

LANNY WADKINS:   Didn’t think he liked that one.  Oh, he got lucky, he hit just over the bunker, kicked up hole high.  Now he’s got a very makeable play.
{00:17:13:00}

BOB PAPA:   Jay Haas trying to win on the PGA Tour Champions for the 19th time and become the oldest winner in the PGA Tour Champions history.
{00:17:31:19}

BOB PAPA:   Now back to the par 3 17th Ernie Els stalking this birdie putt which will give him the outright lead.

{00:17:37:21}

LANNY WADKINS:   It’s going a little bit back downhill.  It should move a little to the right.  But I think this one you got to be careful not to get too far out there.
{00:17:46:13}

BOB PAPA:   And a good one you get with 18 coming up.  There he goes.  Ernie Els in his third event on the PGA Tour Champions has the outright lead at 11 under par.  6 under on his round today.

{00:18:09:26}

LANNY WADKINS:   Now take another look at this from behind, it was a great read.  I love the pace.  The ball went in just like it was supposed to.  Not going very far by the hole at all, maybe a foot, just absolutely a perfect putt.
{00:18:26:08}

BOB PAPA:   Jay Haas now for his par.  (clapping) Nicely done for Jay.  Up at the 18th Robert Karlsson playing his third shot.
{00:18:48:23}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well, he’s in touch.  This will be a great little up and down right here.  Or down.  Oh my, funny holding.  A good finish for him.  He is right in the mix heading to tomorrow.

{00:19:01:10}

BOB PAPA:   How about a bogey 365 for Robert Karlsson once he taps that in.  And that’ll leave him at 9 under.

{00:19:10:09}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  He’s got a very controlled swing for a big man.  It doesn’t look like he’s ever get very off kilter.  His short game looks nice and tidy.
{00:19:19:07}

BOB PAPA:   He’s got 11 wins on the European PGA Tour.  Played on two Ryder Cup teams.  So he’s got the experience to get it done.  Fall back to 16, Ken Tanigawa for his birdie.  Now how about that, Ken Tanigawa after a 2 putt birdie at 15 a long one at 16.  And he’s at 9 under, just 2 off the lead.  Miguel Angel Jimenez for his birdie at 16.  So he battles back after the double, the 4 putt at 14.  He birdies 15 at 16.  And now Jimenez is at 9 under.

{00:20:08:00}

LANNY WADKINS:   A big birdie putt for Ernie Els.

{00:20:09:18}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  Very quick coming down the hill.  He got right in behind Scott Dunlap on the same line and watched the line of the putt, so he knows exactly what this does.
{00:20:16:27}

LANNY WADKINS:   Yeah, he doesn’t want to let this one get away.  He’s already missed two short ones today for pars.  A pretty good stroke right there.

{00:20:22:27}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  Yes it was.
{00:20:25:20}

BOB PAPA:   And that give the Els the outright lead at 12 under.  (clapping)  After shooting 64 today, 7 under.  He’s not afraid of shooting low rounds out here that’s for sure.
{00:20:39:16}

LANNY WADKINS:   That’s a 64 with 3 bogeys.  Now Morland for his par at 16.  After the reset.  Oh man, with confidence.
{00:20:51:10}

BOB PAPA:   Yeah, really nice up and down there Billy Ray.  And that was an excellent pitch.  Ken Tanigawa played his third shot to here.  Now this putt for birdie and to get to 10 under.

{00:21:03:19}

LANNY WADKINS:   Went downstairs with the pitch.  Hard to control.  He doesn’t have enough spar.  What a great time.  Yes, get it.  He’s got to like that finish.

{00:21:18:07}

BOB PAPA:   Well after talking with Phil Blackmark and the media, Ernie Els signing some autographs.  Take a few pictures.
{00:21:24:21}

LANNY WADKINS:   He’s got a short name, easy to sign autographs.
{00:21:28:07}

BOB PAPA:   Now Jimenez playing his 4th shot at 18.  He was longer so he had to dump the other shot or it hit the top and came back down the slope.  This is not easy either.
{00:21:43:16}

LANNY WADKINS:   Normally we would say he can handle that for 5.  But after the display earlier today I’m not so sure.  He had a 4 putt at 14 today for a double bogey 6.  But then birdied 15 and 16.  Missed the short birdie putt at 17.  Albeit a tough one, left to right and back down the hill.  If he makes this he stays within 3 shots of Ernie, which is really where you would like to be.
{00:22:14:06}

BOB PAPA:   David Toms made a birdie on the opening hole today.  Made a bogey at the 4th.  And has made all par since.  But he’s got to putt for an eagle here.  If he can make this it would get him to 8 and at least within shouting distance.
{00:22:30:24}

LANNY WADKINS:   Yeah, he would need a really low round tomorrow, probably 63 or so.  He did the first putt.  That’s some round of golf, an interesting day for David Toms.

{00:22:42:26}

BOB PAPA:   A birdie on the first and an eagle on the last.  A lot of pars in between.  A 69 but he’s in it 8 under.
{00:22:56:20}

LANNY WADKINS:  And that’s probably worth about an hour’s sleep tomorrow by making that putt.  And, you know, don’t want to have to do too much.  See it moved him right back up the board a little bit.

{00:23:06:14}

BOB PAPA:   In time for 10th right now.  Billy Mayfair no birdies on the front 9 today.  He started the day 5 back.  Shot 37 on the front, and then birdies at 11 and 15.  And you’ll love this birdie at 18.
{00:23:27:19}

LANNY WADKINS:   It goes off to the right.  He had a tough pitch, almost got it on top and it rolled just hung on, on the top edge there.  So this is doable.  Like that jumped off the fringe straight right, it never came back enough.
{00:24:14:14}

BOB PAPA:   Mayfair is going to finish.  You see the mark of Ryan Helminen has balled his past it.
{00:24:24:25}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  I don’t think this putt is long enough to really help Helminen much.  (clapping)
{00:24:40:12}

BOB PAPA:   It made for an even par 71.  And now Helminen with a very important par putt here.  To stay at 9 and within 3 of the lead.
{00:24:55:29}

LANNY WADKINS:   3 I think you can get anyone with a really good round.  I wouldn’t want to be spotting Ernie Els for shots as well as he is swinging right now.
{00:25:04:04}

BOB PAPA:   And that’s why you think of, you know, Couples not burning 15 or 18 coming in.  You got to get at least 1 of those.

{00:25:10:25}

LANNY WADKINS:   Exactly.  I mean he should have been no worse than 10, probably 11.  He missed a lot of putts today.  Of course, Ernie missed two little ones as well.  Boy, that’s…  That went on by too.
{00:25:33:07}

BOB PAPA:   Yeah, and that’s putting the story for Jimenez.  I mean he made birdie at 13 and had, he got a great bounce at 14, he was below the hole in the front part of the green.  And fore putted from there, from about what?  25 feet.

{00:25:46:26}

LANNY WADKINS:   Yeah, and the last two puts were all in about the length he just missed.  And this is exactly why you can’t hit these short putts this hard on these greens.  You don’t want the same thing again if you miss.  (clapping)

{00:26:03:10}

BOB PAPA:   So a bogey for Helminen at 18 drops him to 8 under and 4 off the lead.  David Morland a bogey 3 61 yesterday.  He shot 10 under.  Remember he’s a Monday qualifier.  He doesn’t not have status of the PGA Tour Champions.  He has a 2 shot lead over Ken Duke and Scott McCarron.  He’s 1 under on his round today.  2 birdies and a bogey.  And what could be a life changing week for him if he could win this.
{00:26:42:00}

LANNY WADKINS:   But if he does win this he’s going to beat some of the best that PGA Tour Champions has to offer.  Within Ernie Els, Ken Tanigawa, Scott McCarron, Fred Couples, all right there at the top of the leader board.

{00:26:58:29}

BOB PAPA:   Now McCarron for a birdie to get to within 1 of Els.

{00:27:03:18}

LANNY WADKINS:   And we don’t usually see him leave with hanging as much.
{00:27:04:01}

BOB PAPA:   Well, there’s a couple times here on the inward half.  You got to hold his, back to back birdies for McCarron, Lanny.  That’ll amp him up for tomorrow.  He’ll be ready to go.

{00:27:16:09}

BOB PAPA:   We’re going to see some bombs tomorrow Billy Ray.

{00:27:19:10}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  It is going to be a shoot out tomorrow no doubt.

{00:27:23:25}

BOB PAPA:   Ernie Els, Scott McCarron hitting tee shots.  That’s going to be fun to watch.  This ball holds its line very well.  Right off the middle that flag stake.  Let’s see if he’s got McCarron put it with the flag stake in a little more.  A big putt here for Morland it gets him in the final group tomorrow if he makes it.  Rock solid on that.  He has been steady from that distance and he’s pulling the greens.  Yeah, he’s definitely hitting the ball solid on those short putts.  ‘Cause it can jump off line quickly.  But on a day where a lot of guys are going low he shoots 1 under and a lot of people in the mix now.

{00:28:09:20}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  And Ken Duke about to put himself right in the mix if he gets this down.  It goes to 10 under.  Yes he does.  (clapping)

{00:28:16:25}

BOB PAPA:   A great play by Ken Duke.  He was there all day long.  And yeah it seemed like, yeah he played much better than 69.  So I think he did.

{00:28:23:27}

LANNY WADKINS:   Look out for Ken Duke tomorrow.
{00:28:26:07}

BOB PAPA:   He give himself a lot of opportunities today.  What a leader board we have going into the final round of the 25th edition of the Hoag Classic.  Ernie Els is 7 under 64.  He’s got a 1 shot lead over Scot McCarron and David Morland.  Ken Tanigawa, Ken Duke, 2 back Fred Couple, Robert Karlsson, Chris DiMarco.  3 back tough day putting for Miguel Angel Jimenez.  Jay Haas a costly bogey at 18.  The defending champ Kirk Triplett for a 65 today.  Jesper Parnevik celebrating his 55th birthday today with 1 under 70.  Woody Austin just couldn’t get it going.  Woody lost in the playoff here last year to Kirk Triplett.  Even par 71.  3 under for Doug Barron and Steven Lini (SP?)  2 under today for Darin Clark.  Scott Perel who won the Chubb Classic. 2 under par with Kresge, who also Monday qualified in red figures.  Shaun Micheel another Monday qualifier.  And red figures at 1 under par.  Mike Lowen 1 over 72 today.  Lee Janzen (WORD?) David, 2 over par 73.  And (WORD?) and his PGA Tour Champions debut at the (WORD?) Classic.  Look at all scores here at the Hoag Classic.
{00:30:01:14}

BOB PAPA:   PGA Tour Champions in Newport Beach, California for the 25th playing of the Hoag Classic.  Newport Beach Country Club, the venue.  Par 71, just over 6,600 yards.  Ernie Els, world golf hall of famer making his third start at the PGA Tour Champions at the short par 4 first.  Hole high with his tee shot play and his second to there.  He’d go on to make a birdie.  Els started the day with a 1 shot lead.  Scott McCarron his second shot into the par for second.  Lanny, you got to take advantage of these early holes.

{00:30:35:01}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well you do.  I think you need to get off to a good start in the first three.  And Scott sure does that into second.

{00:30:40:07}

BOB PAPA:   And that got him to 12 under par.  Ernie Els we talked about the third hole.  A reachable par 5.  He had this putt for an eagle.

{00:30:48:16}

LANNY WADKINS:   After an iron shot in here, a really nice play away from the water.  And great roll, almost 3 but a sure 4.
{00:30:56:14}

BOB PAPA:   Fred Couples is trying to make an early charge.  Couples is a two-time winner of this event after birdies at 1 and 3 at the par 3, 4th Couples pours this in, that we’re getting the 12 under par.  He had a birdie at 7 to make a bogey at 8.  Then Ernie Els, how about the touch here at the 6.

{00:31:14:26}

LANNY WADKINS:   He has great taste.  Puts it out wide.  It’s going to go left.  The correct pace gets this in the right edge.  There it goes.  Let’s not forget UCLA’s own Scott McCarron in contention each of the last two years the 8th hole has been the hardest hole all week long the par 3.  And Scott McCarron negotiates this part perfectly for a birdie.  That got him into 14 under par.  And then playing Ernie Els, Els for his par at the 8th.  Missing the putt.  So he falls into a share of the lead at 14 under par.  Two shot leads for Els and McCarron over Couples and Karlsson.  Glen Day making a move.  He’s in 11 under par.  David Morland at 11 under par.  Kenny Perry 5 under on his round today.  Meanwhile a moment ago David Morland from 162 yards his second shot at the 9th.
{00:32:18:27}

BOB PAPA:   But location out in the open.  He can get it to bounce correctly.  McCarron is in the front of the green, really well done there.  (clapping)  David Morland who shot 61 in the opening round.  He had to Monday qualify.  And he’s right there in the mix.  Now Fred Couples for his birdie at the 10th.  Downhill putt, a little quick one.  Now Couples is within 1 of the lead.  4 under on his round today.  Scott McCarron the reigning Charles Schwab champion, has a thing or two to say about it.  And we take you out to the 9th.
{00:32:59:26}

PHIL BLACKMAN:   And he’s trying to win for the first time this year.  Billy Ray what’s he got here?

{00:33:02:29}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  He’s got a long distance here Phil.  In my opinion, he played a poor wedge shot from 121.  It was back up the hill and left it well short a good 45 feet coming up the slope.  And throughout the week Scott McCarron knows distance control has been fantastic on the greens.
{00:33:24:15}

LANNY WADKINS:   And that is so important on these greens.  You don’t want to leave yourself 3 and 4 footers on these seaside Atlanta greens, and that’s a very good touch.
{00:33:36:22}

BOB PAPA:   Just a moment ago over at the 12th David McKinzie for his birdie.  Come off the frontage of the green about 45 feet.  Just buried that.

{00:33:48:06}

LANNY WADKINS:   He’s 4 under on his round today.  That gets him to 10 under, 4 off the lead.
{00:34:00:06}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  And Morland now with a good chance for a birdie.

{00:34:02:19}

LANNY WADKINS:   And Phil our first run leader here David Morland is hung in there very tough.  He’s had some driving problems throughout the week.  He had one here hit it left.  That’s been his miss, but played a fantastic shot from underneath the trees.  Now a good look, kind a good reef from the putt of Scott McCarron and knows it goes just back to the left here.
{00:34:24:12}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  But there’s a good 30 there for David Morland.  This could be a career changing week with a win.  He has no status on the PGA Tour Champions.
{00:34:32:04}

BOB PAPA:   At the 10th Robert Karlsson for birdie to get to within 1.  Behind the hole, but back up hill a little bit.  Oh, he buries this.  Beautiful play.  (clapping)  Clean the scorecard for Karlsson.  Now back over at the 10th Ernie Els.  Had to learn something from Morland’s putt, right Billy Ray?

{00:34:54:25}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  No doubt.  I think this is a huge, huge plus for Ernie Els.
{00:35:01:07}

LANNY WADKINS:   He’s aiming way out left Billy Ray.  And he usually putts with a pretty good pace.  It didn’t hit it.  Wow, dead center to and a great line there.
{00:35:26:00}

BOB PAPA:   Back up the hill a little bit and that killed it going up the slope at the end.  Just a little more pace to hold the line for Ernie Els.  You see Morland rock steady in these putts.  He’s had a lot of them too hasn’t he Billy Ray?

{00:35:43:04}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  He has had a lot and he has actually hold from this distance, fantastic stayed aggressive.  But this is not easy here.  It’s back downhill.  Definitely going to move to the left.  Yesterday he made a handful of these putts.  And he didn’t take much time, picked his line and nailed it down.
{00:36:02:24}

BOB PAPA:   David Morland, Shaun Micheel, Cliff Kresge and Andy Raitt 9 hole qualifier at Goose Creek on Monday.  There was a fire which limited it to just 9 holes.  They got the four spots and Morland making the most of it.  I should mention Cliff Kresge made a hole in a one at the difficult 8th today.  Over at 12 Couples for his birdie.  We saw Glen Day nearly make his from the same spot.  It’s going to turn right.  Yes it will, right in the middle.  Fred Couples.  Now Couples has birdied two of the first three on the back 9.  And Fred Couples now at 14 under in a share of the lead.  Couples tried to become the first player to win this event three times.
{00:36:56:29}

LANNY WADKINS:   Couples waiting for it come, and wow, made it.  That one made, he can control himself when he gets so excited.

{00:37:06:21}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  The 11th off the green Robert Karlsson, he has a chance to tie.  About 40 feet, now look at he go, another one.  It’s to 14 under.  Now a three-way tie at the top.
{00:37:23:02}

BOB PAPA:   An interesting shot here.  If you take a direct line at the flag and Phil, and you don’t carry it deep enough in the green and it hits on the down slope, and it will go to the back.  An easier shot though is just to go a little bit to the right.  And try and take some of that guess work out.  Just 92 yards.

{00:37:41:06}

LANNY WADKINS:   But you want to stay aggressive through the ball to get it to spin that first hop.  That was a good shot.  But you called it perfect per yard.  The first hop ran it all the way back almost to the back edge of the green.  And now Els.
{00:37:55:06}

BOB PAPA:   He had a ball sitting down.  He’s had his options here.  You can take the chance and just land on the front and let it release.  You can flight this ball down and actually roll the dice here and try to bounce it again and the guess work though is come through the Kikuya Fairway there.  It gets pretty sticky.
{00:38:14:13}

PHIL BLACKMAN:   He’s setup like he’s going to take it up in the air.
{00:38:20:18}

BOB PAPA:   And it’s just soft hands there.
{00:38:25:14}

LANNY WADKINS:   It’s coming a little downhill from over there.  If you can’t put any spin on it, that’s the danger.  Not a hard pitch from there.  And now McCarron Billy Ray, it looks like he got a pretty good break here.
{00:38:38:21}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  He did.  I thought his ball was actually going to be, you know, about 20 yards short of that bunker on the left hand.  Now it’s about 10 yards short of the bunker.  But more importantly it sits on the up slope.  And he has to come over that bunker and land it between the edge of the green and the flag stake.  If he lands it short it hits that down slope and definitely come into shore side it will definitely chase to the back side of the green.
{00:39:04:05}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  Lanny what are your keys playing the shot?

{00:39:06:02}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well, I think the first thing he’s got to do, you got to put it a little forward.  You got to have to be sure that the blade is open.  And you got to keep the speed up.  More than anything else you have to keep the speed up.  If you don’t, you could just dump it right in that bunker.

{00:39:19:17}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  The miss has to be past the hole.  Well, that is some wonderful, that came out so soft there.  Did exactly what you said Lanny.  He kept the speed up.
{00:39:40:26}

BOB PAPA:   Scott McCarron has that for birdie to join Fred Couples, Ernie Els, and Robert Karlsson atop the leader board at the Hoag Classic.
{00:39:59:19}

BOB PAPA:   Glen Day for a birdie at 14.
{00:40:02:10}

LANNY WADKINS:   Oh that’s a beautiful putt.  He makes it when he’s not suppose to make it.  And miss the one that he could have gotten done on the previous hole.

{00:40:11:03}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  Like the 11th, and now Morland with a birdie chance.

{00:40:14:01}

LANNY WADKINS:   Now he took note of the little pitch out of Ernie Els.  This could have influenced the type of putt that Morland hits here.  See if he gets there.  Oh, that caught a lot of the hole.
{00:40:25:10}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  It really did.  It was the same line we saw Robert Karlsson make one earlier.  13 now Fred Couples.  And remember he finished poorly on the par 5s last night.  The 13th, Karlsson with his tee shot 171 all cut right.  It should be just a full 7 iron for Robert, even though there’s a back end a little breeze.  Oh a good shot, look at this.  He’s going to have a very good look from only 4 or 5 feet for birdie.
{00:41:00:29}

BOB PAPA:   Second for Ernie Els at 12.  A huge tee shot.  And he’s looking right down the barrel of flag stake here, just 61 yards.  He brings it low.
{00:41:11:22}

LANNY WADKINS:   It didn’t sound like he caught that good, but it ended up fine Billy Ray.

{00:41:16:27}

BILLY RAY BROWN.  13 now Robert Karlsson.  This to take the lead from about 5 feet.  Glen Day had a putt on a similar line and it broke to the right pretty good.  See if he’s able to get the read correct here.  It’s the same problem that Day had.

{00:41:41:00}

LANNY WADKINS:   That thing snapped right on both of them.  And that’s two easy putts in a row by Karlsson.

{00:41:48:17}

BOB PAPA:   Over at 14 Jay Haas along with Fred Couples and Hale Erwin, the only multiple winners of the Hoag Classic for his birdie.
{00:41:55:25}

LANNY WADKINS:   Going to run edge of the green.  Greg Beard is another one.  What a week for Jay Haas.
{00:42:04:18}

BOB PAPA:   Ernie Els for his birdie at 12 and a share of the lead.
{00:42:11:01}

LANNY WADKINS:   Look now, and 11, yeah, birdie at 12.  Yeah, a really good bounce back.  And a really terrific little second shot that he played there.  And that was not an easy putt.
{00:42:23:29}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  A moment ago this was the second for Glen Day.  2 off the lead on the par 5 15th the first of two par 5s in the foreclosing holes.
{00:42:33:25}

LANNY WADKINS:   You can get it closer today with that hole location Phil.

{00:42:36:24}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  Yes you can.  There’s a ridge right back there that just may catch it and work back towards the hole a little bit.  And it does, and he’s going to have that putt for an eagle that would tie him for the lead.  And now we check in live and let’s see if he can knock this one in.  Not a lot of break in this putt.  It just needed more speed.
{00:43:04:08}

BOB PAPA:   Over at 14 Robert Karlsson missed a short one at 13 to take the lead playing his second into the par 4.
{00:43:11:15}

LANNY WADKINS:   A little over a club, that most players, that he laid up off the tee.  But a great look here and it just comes up a half a club short Bob.

{00:43:21:00}

BOB PAPA:   Over at 16 Glen Day is making a charge.  6 under on his round today for his third birdie in a row.  And Glen Day now joins Couples, Karlsson, Els and McCarron at 14 under.  Morland is 2nd at 14.
{00:43:40:06}

BILLY RAY BROWN:   And it has to work his ball around that tree up the left hand side of that from 143.
{00:43:45:28}

LANNY WADKINS:   It kind of hit soft on him Billy Ray, he couldn’t got down there a little closer.  A good shot though.
{00:43:52:23}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  Well, the 17th now.  Glen Day trying to choose a club here.  Par 3 today playing 160.  4 yards, very difficult the hole location.  Only 3 birdies on this hole to this point.  The third hardest hole on the golf course.  Will cut right just up on top about 10 or 12 feet up on top of a big ridge.  And if you go long it is really fast coming back down the hill.
{00:44:31:14}

BOB PAPA:   This has kind of become the traditional Sunday hole location for this hole.  And we’ve seen some spectacular shots and some spectacular putts made over the years.  But it is not easy.  Glen’s been hitting some quality shots when he pulls the trigger.
{00:44:59:20}

LANNY WADKINS:   It got a little on the top.  And it’s going to come back off that ridge.  This is going to turn out pretty good.  Look at this.

{00:45:09:22}

BOB PAPA:   It’s going to turn out real good.

{00:45:10:28}

PHIL BLACKMAN:  Looking for his 4th consecutive birdie.  That would give him the lead outright.  A spectacular shot.  As we head to the 15th Jay Haas for an eagle to get 13 under and within 1.  The ball really hopped and it went right through the hop.  (clapping)  A beautiful 3 there for Jay Haas.  Look at that, just one back with that log jam.
{00:45:41:15}

LANNY WADKINS:   Glen Day at 17 now just a shore, and this to take the lead.  5th birdie in a row, his 9th birdie on the round.  1 bogey.  Glen Day now to 15 under par.  And he is our leader for the moment.  Karlsson with an important pitch.  Third shot.  Trying to play it off the slope.  It gives it a look, really well played.  Stay up.  Like to putt, nice up and down.  A wonderful touch.  Robert Karlsson now to 15 under.  Joins Glen Day atop the leader board.  Now live Ernie Els for an eagle.

{00:46:42:16}

BOB PAPA:   Just off the front of the green about 6 feet of green to go.  But this definitely going to get on the green and turn back to the right and pick up some pace.
{00:46:48:04}

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh no, he’s just left himself one of those though.  A tough read from there too.  This putt for a birdie.
{00:46:58:01}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  He can make ‘em in bunches and climb over his last 7 holes, gets into 11 under par with a 65 today.
{00:47:08:19}

BOB PAPA:   Now Ernie Els has this putt for birdie and to tie for the lead.
{00:47:11:16}

BILLY RAY BROWN:  Yeah, you got to keep the speed up here or it’ll dart off to the right.  A huge putt there by Ernie.
{00:47:23:19}

LANNY WADKINS:   It really was Billy Ray.  A huge putt for Ernie Els.  And maybe you could argue he’s in the driver’s seat right now with 3 to play.  Day has something to say about that over at the 18th.  A chance to get it up and down, and get to 60 and under.  Right now Morland was just a little work left for his birdie.
{00:47:55:19}

BOB PAPA:   Now Karlsson for his par at 16 to remain in a share of the lead.
{00:48:05:13}

LANNY WADKINS:   Back up the hill, got to move a hair to his right.  I would think.  Well, that’s a great try.  A really good try there.  The tee shot cost him for his bogey in 45 holes for Robert Karlsson.  It drops him out of the lead now.
{00:48:27:25}

BOB PAPA:   Now Day for his par to post 15 under.
{00:48:35:00}

LANNY WADKINS:   He moved left to right.  He put in a left edge.  Just that’s a horrible bogey at this point in time.  I mean it might have been a mistake with the second shot hitting the driver.  He could have hit 3 with an upper right, left himself the entire green to pitch down.  (clapping)  Freddie, I know is disappointed.  But he’s got to step up and make this.
{00:49:01:12}

BOB PAPA:   Remember he missed a shorter one than this at the Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai that got him knocked out of the playoff with Els and Jimenez on the first hole.  (clapping)  Couple does make par at 18.  Ernie Els trying to finish things off here at Newport Beach, California.  He’s got a one shot lead.  Playing the final hole at the Hoag Classic.  Karlsson for his birdie at 18 to get 15 under and tie for the lead.  Boy it is just amazing with Couples not birding 18.  Day making a bogey.  Karlsson settling for a par.  So he’s in at 14 under.
{00:49:59:15}

LANNY WADKINS:   Really Ernie is getting a lot of hell from his buddies here.  He worked to get in shape both with his golf game and his conditioning before he turned 50.  So that to me is impressive as well.
{00:50:18:27}

BOB PAPA:   Now Ernie Els with two putts to win for the first time in the PGA Tour Champions.  He has this for birdie.
{00:50:27:07}

LANNY WADKINS:   Well, if he makes this putt the one thing it’ll do is it’ll make Glen Day feel a little bit better.
{00:50:35:07}

BOB PAPA:   And he does just that.  Ernie Els in his third start on the PGA Tour Champions gets his first victory.  He’s your 2020 Hoag Classic winner.  (clapping)  The final round 68 for the big easy.  Really cool stuff from Ernie Els as he comes away with the victory.  And does it in style.  16 under par, birding the final hole at 67 here in the final round for Ernie Els.  Kudos to the hall of famer.
00:52:07:29
End of Recording
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