2008 PGA TOUR Playoffs

Official Film


(Tease)
THE PGA TOUR PLAYOFFS FOR THE FEDEX CUP, GOLF’S ULTIMATE CHALLENGE…

A YEAR LONG QUEST HAS TESTED BOTH ABILITY AND WILL.

A GOLFING MARATHON, WHERE THE SPRINT LAST 33 WEEKS. (Montage)
THIS RACE HAS REACHED ITS 11TH HOUR 

WHERE ONLY COURAGE ENABLES THEM

TO STARE THEIR OPPONENTS DEAD IN THE EYE

WITHOUT A BREATH OF FEAR

 ANNOUNCE CALL: “That is very very aggressive. Ohho what a shot and he knows it.”

COURAGE DEFINES THEM, AND ONLY ONE WILL BE CROWNED FEDEX CUP CHAMPION…

ANNOUNCE CALL: “vijay wins”

THE BRAVEST, WILL OUTLAST THE REST…

AND WILL CONQUER GOLF’S ULTIMATE PRAISE.
(Barclays)
NEW YORK CITY AND ITS FAMED SKYLINE… THE BACKDROP FOR THE FIRST ROUND OF THE PGA TOUR PLAYOFFS FOR THE FEDEXCUP… AND ITS FIRST EVENT, THE BARCLAYS. 

Mickelson at NYSE 
ON TUESDAY BEFORE THE TOURNAMENT, PHIL MICKELSON, HIS WIFE AMY AND BARCLAYS PRESIDENT BOB DIAMOND WERE INVITED RING THE BELL AT THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE. 

NATS: Phil. Phil 

MICKELSON NATS: "How's it going man." 

MICKELSON SOT: “For us to kick off the Playoffs…The Barclays is our first event in the playoffs, it's exciting to start it off right here in New York." 

NATS: Bell ringing.

ACROSS THE HUDSON RIVER IN PARAMUS NEW JERSEY, IT WAS HUNTER MAHAN WHO ANSWERED THE BELL IN THE OPENING ROUND, HIS 9-UNDER PAR 62 ESTABLISHING A NEW COURSE RECORD AT RIDGEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB. 

UL gfx – Friday, August 22, 2008

BUT ON FRIDAY, THE 26-YEAR OLD'S STOCK PLUMMETS AS HE STRUGGLES TO A 1-OVER PAR 73 AND TURNED A 4 SHOT LEAD INTO A 3 STROKE DEFICIT. 

Oosterhuis Call, "Trying to hit the ultimate bunker shot and you can see the spin just zip the ball back down the hill. Wow." 

29-YEAR-OLD ROOKIE KEVIN STREELMAN IS HAPPY TO BE MAKING HIS PLAYOFFS DEBUT. NINE MONTHS EARLIER, THE DUKE UNIVERSITY GRAD AND MINI-TOUR VETERAN SURVIVED SIX ROUNDS OF Q-SCHOOL TO EARN HIS PGA TOUR CARD FOR THE FIRST TIME.
Mr. Streelman SOT, "It's just a dream come true. He's worked really hard. It took him 6 years to get out here… driving 37,000 miles a year, sleeping in Winnebago’s and you have no idea how tough it is for these guys and when he finally got here. It was just a thrill." 

RIDING THE MOMENTUM OF TEN CONSECUTIVE MADE CUTS, INCLUDING A CAREER BEST TIE FOR SIXTH, FIVE DAYS EARLEIR AT THE WYNDHAM CHAMPIONSHIP, STREELMAN VAULTS INTO THE TOP 10 WITH A BIRDIE AT THE LAST.

Faldo Call, "Somebody's getting pumped up." 

Streelman SOT, "My parents grew up right next door here so it is a very meaningful place to them and to me. //EDIT// Obviously there's a lot of work in front of me. I'm going to try and have a lot of fun and do my best. No one expects me to win this thing and uh, maybe I can pull out a surprise for somebody."

SIX SHOTS BACK AS ROUND TWO BEGINS, THE DEFENDING CHAMPION STEVE STRICKER CARDS 5 BIRDIES AND AN EAGLE DURING A BOGEY-FREE ROUND OF 64 TO TAKE THE 36-HOLE LEAD AT 10-UNDER PAR.
LEADERBOARD: (Leaders)

AT THE HALFWAY POINT OF THE BARCLAYS…STRICKER HOLDS A 3-SHOT LEAD OVER HUNTER MAHAN, AND FIVE OVER YOUNG STARS GARCIA AND KIM.
UL gfx – Saturday, August 23, 2008

AS THE WEEKEND SUN ROSE OVER RIDGEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB..

ROOKIE KEVIN STREELMAN, WHO’S PARENTS HAIL FROM NEARBY GLEN ROCK, IS SEEMINGLY BASKING IN ITS GLOW HAPPY TO BE COMPETING ALONGSIDE THE TOWERING FIGURES IN THE GAME.

Streelman SOT, “I think it takes a lot of pressure off me. I’m not Padraig or Phil or Sergio…I definitely have high personal expectations of myself but I don’t think the media or outside people have those same expectations of me so I don’t have much to lose; I can freewheel it have a lot of fun and try my best.”

Streelman SOT, I’m blessed we can have my family together and we can all share in it together. //EDIT// There will be a lot of hootin’ and hollerin’ hopefully it’s gonna be a pretty cool weekend.”
THE WEEKEND IS GOING WELL EARLY FOR 36-HOLE LEADER STEVE STRICKER, WHO MAKES THE TURN AT 11-UNDER PAR.

BUT THE VETERAN HITS A SPEED BUMP WITH A BOGEY AT THE PAR 4 11TH, THEN CAREENS OFF THE TURNPIKE WITH A TRIPLE BOGEY 7 AT NUMBER 12.

Annc. Call, “That is a jungle over there.”

Stricker SOT, “I made two stupid plays in a row at 11 and 12.  Really the one at 12 was one of the dumbest plays I’ve ever made trying to do what I did out of the rough there I paid for it, and from there on out it was a struggle just to get it in.  
WITH A BACK NINE 43 THE DEFENDING CHAMPION LIMPS HOME TO A 6 OVER PAR 77.  THE LEADER BY 5 SHOTS LESS THAN 2 HOURS AGO, STRICKER NOW TRAILS BY 4.

> MUSIC CHANGE <

STREELMAN FIRES A SMOOTH 68 TO CLIMB TO THE TOP OF THE LEADERBOARD WITH ONE ROUND TO PLAY, MUCH TO THE DELIGHT OF HIS MANY SUPPROTERS IN THE GALLERY.

Streelman WIFE SOT, “We were hoping he got out here and just had a good year but for him to win, it hasn’t even entered my mind so I couldn’t imagine.  I know he’s dreamed about it and he would be on top of the world, and especially in the PLAYOFFS it would just be a very special experience.”
LEADERBORD COPY:
TEN TIMES IN THE LAST 13 YEARS, THE 54-HOLE LEADER AT THE BARCLAYS HAS GONE ON TO CLOSE THE DEAL. 

STILL, IT’S A TALL ORDER FOR THE ROOKIE STREELMAN, ESPECIALLY WITH THE FOURSOME OF SINGH, GARCIA, WIER, AND CASEY ALL ONE SHOT BACK.


UL gfx – Sunday, August 24, 2008

JUDGEMENT DAY.

ANTICIPATION MOUNTS FOR PLAYERS AND FANS ALIKE - THE COURSE ABUZZ WITH ACTIVITY.  TODAY IS CHAMPIONSHIP SUNDAY AT RIDGEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB. 

STREELMAN ARRIVES WITH HIS FAMILY AND THE 54-HOLE LEAD. 

Inga questions (under b-roll) How did you sleep with the first 54-hole lead of your career?”

Streelman SOT, "I slept pretty good, I was up a couple of times but overall I got 7-8 hours. 

NIPPING AT THE ROOKIE’S HEELS, A CAST OF CHAMPIONS PREPARES ON THE RANGE, FOUR PLAYERS WITHIN ONE STROKE - ALL WAITING AS THEIR TIME DRAWS NEAR.

1ST Tee Introduction, “Please welcome Sergio Garcia.” 

(music: Indu-Drama)

TIED FOR THE LEAD THRU 7 HOLES, STREELMAN SHOWS SIGNS OF PRESSURE, DROPPING 3 STROKES IN THE NEXT 5 HOLES 

41 YEAR OLD KEVIN SUTHERLAND MAKES HIS BID FOR THE LEAD WITH A BIRDIE ON 16..THEN IS MATCHED BY GARCIA ONE HOLE LATER.

Announce call, “Oh what a shot, what a shot! He’s got a tap in, just inches for the birdie, he is now tied with Sutherland.”

MEANWHILE 3-TIME BARCLAY’S CHAMPION VIJAY SINGH WAS MAKING HIS PRESENCE FELT…WITH BACK NINE BIRDIES AT 13 AND 17…VIJAY FINISHES WITH A 1-UNDER 70… 8-UNDER TIED FOR THE LEAD WITH SUTHERLAND AND GARCIA.

SHOWING POISE BEYOND HIS LIMITED EXPERIENCE, STREELMAN HANGS IN, FINALLY MAKING HIS MOVE WITH BACK-TO-BACK BIRDIES AT 16 AND 17, HEADING TO THE LAST ONLY A SHOT BACK. 

(music: dream runner)

HOME IN TWO ON THE 72ND HOLE, STREELMAN KNOWS THE SCORE.  

HE MUST MAKE TO JOIN THE TRIO IN SUDDEN DEATH. 

Streelman SOT, “I am not going to take frustration from this day. I am going to take nothing but pride for how I hung in there. I layed it all on the line. I gave it my all…”

(music: PICK NEW TRACK)

BACK OUT ON THE COURSE, A PLAYOFF WITHIN THE PLAYOFFS IS SET TO BEGIN .  TO THE 18TH TEE FOR SUDDEN DEATH.

SUTHERLAND’S WAYWARD TEE SHOT ENDS HIS CHANCES. ON THE GREEN, GARCIA’S BULLSEYE ELECTRIFIES THE CROWD, ENDING SUTHERLAND'S AFTERNOON AND APPLYING PRESSURE TO VIJAY SINGH. 

Nantz call (18:18:03), “Yes Sergio!”

7-4 IN SUDDEN DEATH PLAYOFFS, THE THREE-TIME BARCLAYS CHAMPION MUST ANSWER. 

Nantz call, “Oh it’s holding the line. It’s going in, he’s got. Were going on to another hole.” 

Singh presser SOT, “I think he was surprised to make his, and I was surprised to see it go in, and he was even more surprised to see mine go in. I think we were both surprised.”

ON TO THE PAR 5 17th, WHERE BOTH HAD BIRDIED IN REGULATION, BUT THIS TIME AROUND GARCIA CAN’T FIND THE SHORTGRASS… PAVING THE WAY FOR SINGH’S TWO-PUTT VICTORY. 

Singh p17.3, eagle putt / winning putt sequence

Nantz call (18:41:28), “Vijay means victory one more time. His second win in August. //EDIT// He’s the new leader in the FedExCup standings.”

Singh presser SOT, “I've got a great start, and I just have to go ahead and play hard for the next three other events. I just have to go out there and play consistent, solid golf and hopefully win at the end."




FedExCup Standings

WITH THE VICTORY SINGH TAKES THE LEAD IN THE RACE FOR THE FEDEXCUP BY MORE THAN 5,000 POINTS OVER SERGIO GARCIA. KEVIN SUTHERLAND MOVES UP 54 SPOTS TO 3RD, WHILE BEN CURTIS AND JIM FURYK BOTH MOVE INTO THE TOP 10.
(Deutsche Bank)

SATURDAY AT TPC BOSTON AND THE DEUTSCHE BANK CHAMPIONSHIP. 
THE 2ND EVENT IN THE PGA TOUR PLAYOFFS FOR THE FEDEXUP DAWNS WITH RED NUMBERS LITTERING THE LEADERBOARD.  
79 PLAYERS ARE UNDER PAR AFTER ROUND 1, AND WET CONDITIONS PRIME THE COURSE FOR ANOTHER DAY OF LOW SCORES.

1ST TEE ANNC: “Next on the tee, a former Masters champion, from Brightsgrove, Ontario, Canada…Ladies and gentlemen, Mike Weir!”

MIKE WEIR ARRIVES SATURDAY MORNING WITH A 3-SHOT LEAD THANKS TO HIS COURSE-RECORD 10-UNDER PAR 61 ON FRIDAY. 
Weir SOT:

JUST KEEP MAKING BIRDIES, IF ONLY IT WERE THAT EASY.
THE EIGHT-TIME WINNER BOGIES TWO OF HIS FIRST FOUR HOLES BEFORE BATTLING BACK TO RED NUMBERS.  ALL IN ALL, A 
3-UNDER PAR, 68 KEEPS HIM ATOP THE LEADERBOARD -- FOR NOW.  

WHILE WEIR TEARS UP THE COURSE, 3-TIME MAJOR CHAMPION PADRAIG HARRINGTON IS STRUGGLING. RANKED 4TH ENTERING THE BARCLAYS AND A FAVORITE TO CONTEND FOR THE FEDEXCUP, HE IS NOW JUST TRYING TO AVOID MISSING A 2ND CONSECUTIVE CUT.

AFTER OPENING WITH A 4 OVER PAR 75 ON FRIDAY, HARRINGTON BEGINS ROUND 2 OF THE DEUTSCHE BANK CHAMPIONSHIP IN A TIE FOR LAST PLACE, WITH NOWHERE TO GO BUT UP.

HARRINGTON POST ROUND SOT 1: “When I got to 6-under caddy told me I need to get to 7. It’s always nice to shoot a nice round. I would’ve thought it was good enough.”

THOUGH 10 SHOTS BETTER THAN HIS OPENING ROUND, HARRINGTON’S 6 UNDER PAR 65 LEAVES HIM ONE SHOT SHY OF MAKING THE CUT.

HARRINGTON POST ROUND SOT 1: “I just played the par-5’s badly for two days at 3-over par when they’re all reachable so, you’re going to struggle when you do that.”

HARRINGTON POST ROUND SOT 1: “You come into every tournament wanting to win and, y’know, that’s not going to happen this week so you’ve got to focus on next week. K? Always next week.”

WHILE THE WEEK ENDS EARLY FOR HARRINGTON, SERGIO GARCIA AND VIJAY SINGH ARE AT THE TOP OF THEIR GAME. THIS DYNAMIC DUO, RANKED 1ST AND 2ND IN THE FEDEXCUP POINT STANDINGS, PICK UP RIGHT WHERE THEY LEFT OFF AT THE BARCLAYS .

AFTER OPENING WITH A 64 ON FRIDAY, SINGH COMES BACK WITH A 5 UNDER PAR 66 ON DAY 2.

VIJAY XM POST INTV SOT 2: “I drove the ball decent and I didn’t drive it again as good as I did yesterday. I didn’t get my irons close enough but I’m happy with what I did and looking toward the weekend.”

GARCIA’S BOGEY-FREE 64 ON SATURDAY LEAVES HIM ONE SHOT BEHIND SINGH, AND 3 BACK OF 36-HOLE LEADER TIM CLARK.  AT THE MIDWAY POINT OF THE DEUTSCHE BANK CHAMPIONSHIP BOTH GARCIA AND SINGH ARE WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE.

SERGIO XM INTV SOT 1: “…it was a good solid round to put me there in the weekend and the way the course is playing you know you have to shoot around these types of scores if you want to try to move up a little bit.”

SUNDAY MARKS THE HALFWAY POINT IN BOSTON. WITH A CROWDED AND STAR-STUDDED LEADERBOARD, ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN OVER THE FINAL 36 HOLES.

SINGH TEES OFF JUST TWO SHOTS BEHIND, AND LOOKING TO POSITION HIMSELF FOR A SECOND STRAIGHT PLAYOFF VICTORY. DESPITE A DAY OF SUPERB SHOTMAKING, HE MANAGES ONLY A 2 UNDER PAR 69 AND TRAILS BY 3 SHOTS GOING INTO MONDAY.

SINGH’S PUTTING WOES ARE SHARED BY GARCIA, WHOSE 68 LEAVES THEM TIED AT 14-UNDER PAR.

#11A Garcia XM SOT (11:04:35), “It was tough. It was much windier the greens got very, very firm. I hit some good shots on the back nine and some good putts… probably felt like I deserved a couple more, but on the other hand, it’s not a bad round.” 

Garcia 17.3 Koch call, “What touch. What a shot!”
#11A Garcia XM SOT (11:05:13), “I’m obviously a lot more confident with my game, with myself and um, that’s always nice to see, so. When you’re feeling good, even when things don’t go right, you’re not as worried.”

ONE SHOT OFF THE LEAD TO START HIS DAY, MIKE WEIR MAKES THE MOST OF THE DIFFICULT CONDITIONS, SCRATCHING OUT A SCRAPPY 67, AND SEIZING A ONE STROKE ADVANTAGE WITH 18 HOLES TO GO.

***Leaderboard***

JUST A SHOT BACK IS CAMILO VILLEGAS WHO FIRES A STUNNING 63 HIS BEST ROUND OF THE 2008 PGA TOUR SEASON, AND FEDEX CUP POINTS LEADER VIJAY SINGH IS JUST 3 BACK.
AS THE SUN RISES ON CHAMPIONSHIP MONDAY, A HOST OF PLAYERS HAVE VICTORY IN THEIR SIGHTS. 4 PLAYERS ARE WITHIN 3 SHOTS OF THE AND LOOKING TO IMPROVE THEIR PLAYOFF FORTUNES WITH A WIN.

CAMILO VILLEGAS TRIES TO MAINTAIN HIS MOMENTUM FROM THE THIRD ROUND, BUT BEGINS THE DAY WITH 7 STRAIGHT PARS BEFORE BOGEYING THE FINAL TWO HOLES ON HIS OUTWARD NINE. THE 26 YEAR OLD’S FIRST WIN WILL HAVE TO WAIT, AS A 
2-OVER 73 DROPS HIM INTO A TIE FOR 3RD.

MEANWHILE SERGIO GARCIA BURSTS OUT OF THE BLOCKS WITH BIRDIES ON 3 OF HIS FIRST 4 HOLES. UNFORTUNATELY, IT’S A PACE HE CAN’T MAINTAIN. GARCIA CARDS 3 BOGEYS AND A DOUBLE OVER HIS FINAL 10 HOLES, AND TIES FOR 5TH, AS VICTORY ELUDES HIM FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE WEEK.

54-HOLE LEADER MIKE WEIR FARES BETTER, NOTCHING A PAIR OF BIRDIES ON THE FRONT TO REMAIN ATOP THE LEADERBOARD. BUT HE SOON CRACKS UNDER THE PRESSURE, DOUBLE-BOGEYING THE 9TH AND RELINQUISHING HIS ADVANTAGE FOR GOOD…

WHILE THE REST OF THE CONTENDORS STUMBLE, FORMER DEUTSCHE BANK CHAMPION VIJAY SINGH IS COOL UNDER PRESSURE. HE QUICKLY RENDERS HIS PUTTING WOES A THING OF THE PAST, AND CATCHES FIRE WITH THE FLATSTICK. HE DRAINS EIGHT BIRDIES AND AN EAGLE EN ROUTE TO A TOURNAMENT CLINCHING 63 AND A 5-SHOT VICTORY OVER MIKE WEIR.
SOT GARCIA:  “It was great to watch. // It’s like when Tiger is playing well, you want to beat him but you got to give it up to him.” 

ANNC CALL: “Vijay Singh runs away with the Deutschebank Championship!”
SOT WEIR:  “The Big Fijian was pretty tough, I did not see a 63 out there.  I mean the way the golf conditions were it was right up his ally the last couple of days.”

THE WIN GIVES SINGH A STRANGLEHOLD ON THE FEDEXCUP POINTS RACE HEADING TO ST. LOUIS AND THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP.
SOT SINGH:  “For a change it’s good to see my ball going in you know I’ve been watching every body else’s go in.  It’s a great feeling to hit a putt and see the ball rolling into the hole. // I just want to win the FEDEX CUP and after that what ever happens happens.”

(BMW)

ST. LOUIS, “THE GATEWAY TO THE WEST” WOULD AGAIN PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY AT THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP…THIS TIME TO 30 PLAYERS WHO WOULD EARN A TRIP TO THE PLAYOFF FINALE. 
AFTER THE REMNANTS OF HURRICANE GUSTAV SOAKED THE MIDWEST, THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP BEGINS ON FRIDAY A DAY LATER THAN EXPECTED.  

Harrington Nat break – 1ST TEE ANNOUNCE

WINNER OF THE FINAL TWO MA JORS OF 2008, PADRAIG HARRINGTON FACES THE DISTINCT POSSIBILITY OF MISSING THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP PRESENTED BY COCA-COLA.

THE VERY PERSONIFICATION OF THE NEW PLAYOFF POINTS VOLATILITY, THE IRISHMAN HAS PLUMETED FROM 4TH TO 44TH IN THE FEDEXCUP STANDINGS AFTER MISSED CUTS IN EACH OF THE FIRST 2 PLAYOFF EVENTS.

ON FRIDAY HARRINGTON’S THREE BIRDIES ARE OFFSET BY A PAIR OF BOGIES.  ONE-UNDER 69 STEEPENS THE UPHILL CLIMB.

Harrington Sot: “it is a respectable round probably what I deserve // 69 is OK it keeps me well in there obviously need to play a little bit better over the next 3 days but still there is possibilities.”

FOR FEDEXCUP POINTS LEADER VIJAY SINGH, ANOTHER STRONG SHOWING COULD CLINCH THE FEDEXCUP.

BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 9 PLAYOFF ROUNDS, THE FORMER 

NUMBER ONE PLAYER IN THE WORLD FAILS TO CRACK PAR. 

Vijay SOT: “I played OK, even par 3 days to go // the golf course is playing well it is going to dry out and it is not going to be easy from here on”

CAMILO VILLEGAS ARRIVES IN ST. LOUIS OFF A TIE FOR 3RD AT THE DEUTSCHE BANK CHAMPIONSHIP. 
ON FRIDAY HURRICANE CAMILO TAKES BELLERIVE BY STORM, AS THE 26-YEAR-OLD COLOMBIAN SENSATION CARDS 5 BIRDIES ON HIS FIRST 8 HOLES AND EIGHT ALTOGETHER ON HIS WAY TO AN OPENING ROUND 65. 

Villegas Post SOT: “I hit a lot of tights one today which was tough, hit a lot of great swings and rolled a couple of long putts which is also exciting.



1ST Round Leaderboard

AT 5 UNDER PAR, THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA PRODUCT LEADS BY 1, WHILE FELLOW GATORS BRIAN GAY AND DUDLEY HART ARE TIED FOR 7TH JUST 2 OFF THE PACE.



Saturday Story

SATURDAY AT THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP.    

AS PLAYERS PREPARE FOR THE DAUNTING PROSPECT OF A 36 HOLE MARATHON, A BLANKET OF THICK FOG SHROUDS BELLERIVE COUNTRY CLUB, MAKING AN ALREADY LONG DAY THAT MUCH LONGER.  

STEVE CARMAN SOT:  “We’re in a fog delay and obviously fog is very unpredictable so it’s just a wait and see game.”

PLAYERS SO USED TO ROUTINE MUST FIND DIFFERENT WAYS TO FILL THE DOWN TIME.

(Vijay pounds the bunker)

(NATS: Bubba Watson and J.B. Holmes clowning)  


2nd Round Action (2:00)

5 SHOTS OFF THE PACE TO BEGIN ROUND 2, SINGH’S PUTTER… SCORCHING FOR A FORTNIGHT, COOLS OFF…PRODUCING ANOTHER EVEN PAR 70.

CALL SINGH:  “And they’re just not falling this week.”

THE SAME CAN BE SAID FOR PADRAIG HARRINGTON.  A 1 OVER 71 ALL BUT ELIMINATES ANY CHANCE OF ADVANCING TO THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP.

ROUND ONE LEADER CAMILO VILLEGAS PICKS UP RIGHT WHERE HE LEFT OFF CARDING 6 BIRDIES…

CALL Villegas:  “And a perfect read for Villegas.”

AND HOLDING TIGHT TO THE LEAD WITH A 2ND ROUND 66.

1 UNDER PAR ON HIS OPENING NINE, JIM FURYK HEATS UP ON THE BACK.

CALL FURYK: “What a streak, Jim Furyk is six under par in his last eight holes.”

FURYK BRINGS IT HOME IN 28, CAPPING OFF A CAREER LOW 62 AND MOVING TO WITHIN A SINGLE SHOT OF VILLEGAS’S LEAD.  BUT THERE’S PRECIOUS LITTLE TIME TO ENJOY IT.

SOT FURYK 2nd RD:  “We got about a 50 minute break// get a little bit to eat, rest a little bit  and try to get ready to go out again.”


2nd Round Leaderboard (:10)

A 2ND ROUND 65 HAS PHIL MICKELSON WITHIN 2 SHOTS OF THE LEAD, WHILE A 2ND CONSECUTIVE 67 MOVES BRIAN GAY INTO A TIE FOR 4TH.



3rd Round 
LESS THAN AN HOUR AFTER FINISHING OFF HIS 2ND ROUND CAMILO VILLEGAS IS BACK AT IT.   THE 26-YEAR-OLD’S FRESH LEGS SHOW NO SIGNS OF FATIGUE AS HE CARDS 3 BIRDIES ON HIS OUTWARD NINE.  

CALL Villegas Tee 16th:  “Look at this bounce, when things are going well you get bounces like that.”
MEANWHILE, FURYK’S MASTERY OF BELLERIVE CONTINUES INTO THE AFTERNOON, AS HE BACKS UP HIS MORING 62 WITH A 
4-UNDER 66.

CALL FURYK:  “All of a sudden the short stick is awake.”
FURYK SOT:  “Yeah I’m a little tired, I’m a little tired. // in a day of 36 it’s always that last nine, it’s easy for your concentration to wander off and you hit a couple of stupid shots here and there.   

FURYK SOT: “The goal was to shoot a couple of good numbers and hopefully get myself back into the thick of things so you know I did. 
(NATS HORN BLOWS)

Play Suspended 3rd Round Leaderboard

AS DARKNESS DESCENDS UPON THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP, PLAY IS HALTED WITH 23 PLAYERS STILL ON THE COURSE, AMONG THEM VILLEGAS, WHO SHARES THE LEAD WITH FURYK WITH 5 HOLES REMAINING.

Sunday Story

CHAMPIONSHIP SUNDAY COMES EARLY FOR THE 23 PLAYERS WHO HAVE YET TO COMPLETE THE THIRD ROUND OF THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP…
TIED FOR THE LEAD WHEN PLAY WAS SUSPENDED ON SATURDAY, CAMILO VILLEGAS PICKS UP A SHOT AT THE PAR FIVE 8TH…  RECLAIMING HIS POSITION ALONE ATOP THE LEADERBOARD WITH A 2ND STRAIGHT 66.

VILLEGAS SOT:  I’m right in the mix for today…I’m very excited about my play…very excited about my putting and I’m looking forward to this afternoon.”

3RD Round Lederboard

WITH HIS 3RD STRAIGHT 67 BRIAN GAY MOVES INTO A TIE FOR 3RD ALONG WITH TIM CLARK AND ANTHONY KIM.  DUDLEY HART AND D.J. TRAHAN ARE TIED FOR 6TH.


Final Round Story 

EARNING A SPOT IN THE FINAL SUNDAY PAIRING FOR THE 2ND STRAIGHT WEEK, VILLEGAS LOOKS TO FULFILL THE PROMISE HE HAS SHOWN EARLY IN HIS YOUNG CAREER.

THE LEADER SINCE FRIDAY’S OPENING ROUND, VILLEGAS IS LOOKING TO GO WIRE TO WIRE.  BUT HIS FIRST PGA TOUR VICTORY WON’T COME EASY.  
JOINING HIM IN THE FINAL GROUP, JIM FURYK AND TWO-TIME WINNER ANTHONY KIM.

SUNDAY QT FIELD BIN: KIM SOT: “I’m in good position, that’s all I wanted to do coming into this week…last week I had two good days…now I’ve had three and hopefully I can finish it off.”

WITH A BIRDIE AT THE FIRST, HIS 19TH OF THE WEEK, VILLEGAS 

OPENS UP A LITTLE BREATHING ROOM…IF ONLY FOR A MOMENT.  

ONE HOLE LATER, FURYK COUNTERS WITH A BIRDIE OF HIS OWN.

KIM ALSO COMES OUT FIRING WITH THREE BIRDIES ON HIS FIRST EIGHT HOLES, APPLYING THE PRESSURE TO VILLEGAS WHO STUMBLES WITH BACK TO BACK FRONT NINE BOGEYS.

BUT RIGHTS THE SHIP WITH BACK TO BACK BIRDIES AT 13 AND 14 AND OPENS UP A 4 SHOT LEAD WITH 4 TO PLAY.

ANNOUNCE CALL: “Look at this how about that, right in the bottom. Yes, maybe its finally my time.”


ANNOUNCE CALL: “A lot of people south of the boarder did some jumping right there.”


ANNOUNCE CALL: “IT APPEARS IN HIS 86TH HE WILL FINALLY FEEL WHAT IT'S LIKE TO WIN A PGA TOUR EVENT.”

ANNOUNCE CALL: “THE WAIT IS OVER FOR CAMILO VILLEGAS…CHAMPION ON THE PGA TOUR.”

VILLEGAS PRESSER SOT: “I think I've matured a lot as a person and as a player and learned how to be patient, learned how to go about my routine and my practice and my life.  

VILLEGAS WINNER XM SOT: hopefully it’s the first one of many.”

FedExCup Standings
VILLEGAS MOVES ALL THE WAY UP TO 2ND IN THE FEDEXCUP POINTS STANDINGS, BUT WITH A LEAD OF MORE THAN 10,000 POINTS, VIJAY SINGH WILL WIN THE FEDEXCUP IF HE COMPLETES ALL FOUR ROUNDS AT THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP PRESENTED BY COCA-COLA.  

(Tour Champ Early Week)

EAST LAKE GOLF CLUB… AS THE OLDEST GOLF COURSE IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, IT STANDS AS A SYMBOL OF TRADITION AND HONOR TO THOSE WHO KNOW IT'S HISTORY AND WERE PART OF IT'S PAST.

IT WAS HERE ON THESE HALLOWED FAIRWAYS, THAT BOBBY JONES, THE GREATEST AMATUER CHAMPION THE GAME HAS EVER KNOWN, FASHIONED THE SWING THAT WOULD ONE DAY GARNER HIM 13 MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIPS.

IN 2008, EAST LAKE’S GOLF COURSE WAS RESTORED TO ITS ORIGINAL FIRM AND FAST CONDITIONS. RENOVATIONS DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER SAW EVERY PUTTING SURFACE COMPLETELY REBUILT AND THE COURSE LENGTHENED BY NEARLY 100 YARDS IN PREPARATION FOR THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP PRESENTED BY COCA-COLA. 

Garcia SOT, "The course is going to be much tougher than it's played in the past. The greens much, much firmer. Some changes to it, a couple holes here and there they’ve made a little tougher. I think it’s going to be a much better test than it’s been in the past. //EDIT// It should be a great tournament." 
Video: ATLANTA SCENICS AND FEDEXCUP TROPHY 

FOR THE 30 MEN WHO HAVE ADVANCED TO ATLANTA FOR THE FINAL ROUND OF THE PLAYOFFS, THE QUEST FOR THE FEDEXCUP AND ITS COVETED TROPHY ENDS HERE.
AT THURSDAY'S OPENING CEREMONY, EAST LAKE EMBRACES ITS PAST – HONORING THE LAST LIVING PLAYER TO COMPETE IN THE FIRST MASTERS IN 1934… 

OPENING – Speaker introduction, "It thrills me to introduce to you, a man 97 years young, East Lake's very own, Eerie Ball!" 

…AS WELL AS ITS FUTURE… 

Martavious Adams introduction, “Now on the first tee, Martavious Adams 14 years old in the 9th grade.” 

SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE FOR THE FINAL ACT OF THE 2008 FEDEXCUP SEASON. 

Singh 1st Tee Introduction, “From the Fiji Islands, winner of the 2002 TOUR Championship, Mr. Vijay Singh.”

WINNER OF THE FIRST 2 PLAYOFF EVENTS, VIJAY SINGH ARRIVES IN ATLANTA AS THE PRESUMPTIVE FEDEXCUP CHAMPION. 

RELAXED, AND PERHAPS A LITTLE RUSTY, SINGH'S OPENING ROUND 73 LEAVES HIM NINE SHOTS OFF THE PACE, BUT 18 HOLES CLOSER TO THE TOUR'S HOLY GRAIL… 
WORLD NUMBER TWO PHIL MICKELSON IS LOOKING TO IMPROVE UPON HIS PEDESTRIAN PLAYOFF PERFORMANCE THUS FAR, HAVING FAILED TO POST A TOP-10 FINISH IN ANY OF THE FIRST THREE EVENTS. 
BUT IN THE FIRST ROUND, MICKELSON JUMPS OUT TO AN EARLY LEAD AS HE MAKES THE TURN AT 4-UNDER PAR.

thurs - mickelson 9.4, ffr ovh, birdie putt good

maltbie call, “He’s making it look pretty easy. Considering some of his drives have been a little wayward,”

ON THE BACK NINE, HIS DRIVER CONTINUES TO SET UP DIFFICULT SHOTS. HITTING ONLY TWO FAIRWAYS, MICKELSON LIMPS HOME IN 37, BUT RIDES HIS ALWAYS TRUSTY SHORT GAME AND A RELIABLE PUTTER TO A FIRST ROUND 68.  

STILL RIDING THE HIGH OFF THE UNITED STATES’ EMOTIONAL RYDER CUP VICTORY ONLY FOUR DAYS BEFORE, 23-YEAR-OLD ANTHONY KIM GETS OFF TO A FAST START. 

thurs - kim 9.4, ffs ovh, birdie putt good

koch call, “Yes! Anthony Kim with his 4th birdie

ALREADY A WINNER AT QUAIL HOLLOW AND CONGRESSIONAL THIS YEAR, THE TOUR'S BREAKOUT STAR LOOKS TO ADD A VICTORY AT EAST LAKE TO HIS INCREASINGLY IMPRESSIVE RESUME. 

thurs - kim 17.2, approach from left rough to 20' right

koch call, “Little bit of a Tiger Woods type finish. And that a beautifully played shot… and now a chance to increase the lead.”

CARDING EIGHT BIRDIES ON THE DAY, KIM FIRES AN OPENING ROUND 64, STAKING HIMSELF TO A FOUR SHOT LEAD. 

thurs - kim 17.3, birdie putt good

faldo call, “Oh! …Boy I’m going to get a belt like that. It must be the belt.” 

Kim post SOT, "I figured something out with my putting. And really I've been hitting the ball pretty well and just haven't been getting the ball in the hole fast enough. Obviously the ball went in fast enough out here and I'm just looking forward to a good next 3 days." 

LEADERBORD COPY:

AFTER ONE ROUND AT EAST LAKE, THE REVITALIZED COURSE IS STANDING UP TO THE TEST, YIELDING ONLY FIVE SUB-PAR ROUNDS ON THE DAY – AMONG THE LEADERS… REIGNING MASTERS CHAMPION TREVOR IMMELMAN.

UL – FRIDAY, September 26, 2008

TRANSITION INTO FRIDAY…

Copy: ON FRIDAY AT EAST LAKE, ANOTHER YOUNG GUN MAKES HIS MARK. 26-YEAR-OLD CAMILO VILLEGAS, WHOSE FIRST CAREER VICTORY CAME IN THE THIRD PLAYOFF EVENT AT THE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP, GETS WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE OF THE LEAD WITH A SECOND ROUND 66. 

fri - villegas 16.3, fff ovh ws, 25' birdie putt good

koch, “Oh yeah. Nicely done. His 6th birdie of the day.”              VIDEO… ovh only, no cutback

Villegas SOT, "I played pretty solid today. That's what happens when you hit fairways and hit better putts than yesterday. This golf course is playing very, very tough, and you definitely have to put the ball in play." 
WITH A LATE TEE TIME AFTER HIS FIRST ROUND 68, MICKELSON AND COACH BUTCH HARMON KEEP IT LOOSE ON THE RANGE WITH LEADER ANTHONY KIM. 

BUT THE 38-YEAR OLD STUMBLES OUT OF THE GATE. BOGIES AT THREE OF HIS FIRST 10 HOLES HAVE LEFTY AT ONE-OVER FOR THE TOURNAMENT AND SLIPPING DOWN THE LEADERBOARD BEFORE CATCHING FIRE ON THE BACK NINE.

fri - mickelson 13.3, birdie putt good from 53 feet, xx

roberts, “(Laughs) That’s it, no big deal, 53 feet, 5 inches. He can’t believe it.”

MICKELSON HITS SEVEN OF HIS LAST EIGHT GREENS IN REGULATION EN ROUTE TO A SECOND CONSECUTIVE ROUND OF 68. 

fri - mickelson 17.3, ffb, birdie putt good, koch call

koch, “Oh yes. 5 birdies in his last 6 holes and Phil Mickelson charging up the leaderboard.”

Mickelson SOT, "The putter has been very helpful. I’ve made a lot of great putts // The greens are rolling beautifully. // I need to drive it a little bit better. I drove it well the last eight holes and I was able to play them under par, but starting out I didn't drive it as accurately as I would have liked and it cost me." 

Copy: ANTHONY KIM BEGINS HIS DAY WITH THE FIRST 18-HOLE LEAD OF HIS CAREER AFTER AN OPENING ROUND 64. ON FRIDAY, THE YOUNG AMERICAN LOOKS TO KEEP THE BALL ROLLING WITH A BIRDIE AT THE FIRST HOLE. 

fri - kim 1.2, approach to 3', faldo call

maltbie, “This is on a good line if it’s up.” Faldo, “Wow, there you go folks. Good afternoon and welcome to the second round, I’ve continuing exactly as I left off yesterday.”

BUT ANY PLANS TO RUN AWAY WITH THE TOURNAMENT ARE WAYLAID BY HIS SPECTACULARLY INCONSISTENT ROUND, AS FOUR MORE BIRDIES ARE MET WITH FOUR BOGIES. EVEN SO, 
A 1-UNDER PAR 69 GIVES KIM THE FIRST 36-HOLE LEAD OF HIS YOUNG CAREER. 

Kim SOT, "I just wanted to just keep grinding out there. It's a tough golf course. / Obviously finishing with a bogey isn't the best feeling in the world, but it's been a good day. I'm proud of the way I hung in there. There were a couple opportunities for me to hang my head, and I just kept plodding along and fortunately got out of there under par."
MAKING THE BIGGEST MOVE ON FRIDAY -- SERGIO GARCIA, WHO ENTERED THE DAY SIX SHOTS BEHIND KIM. THE 28-YEAR-OLD SPANIARD QUICKLY ERASES ANY LINGERING MEMORIES OF HIS FIRST ROUND STRUGGLES WITH A QUICK START TO ROUND TWO… 

fri - garcia 1.2, approach nearly holes it, to 2', xx

calls, “This just a little bit left of the hole. Ho-oh!... (cheers) Sergio has gone from 4-over par now to 1-under par in 19 holes. That’s pretty impressive.”

Garcia Friday post SOT, “I got off to a better start than yesterday and got on a nice roll on the front nine. Shot 5-under // and then had // a couple good opportunities on the back. 

EVEN PAR ON HIS INWARD NINE, GARCIA'S 65 IS THE ROUND OF THE DAY VAULTING HIM INTO SECOND PLACE. TWO SHOTS BEHIND KIM, HE LANDS A SPOT IN SATURDAY’S FINAL PAIRING WITH THE AMERICAN…

…SETTING UP A REMATCH OF SORTS BETWEEN THE TWO YOUNG STARS WHO BATTLED JUST SIX DAYS BEFORE IN THE RYDER CUP.  
Garcia Friday post SOT, “We are trying to win and that involves beating everybody, all the 29 players out here… I’m looking forward to that.  He’s playing very nicely. He played very well last week against me and he’s continued to do that, so it’s not going to be easy.”  

LEADERBOARD:

AT THE HALFWAY POINT OF THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP, ONLY SIX PLAYERS ARE UNDER PAR.  AT 7-UNDER, KIM LEADS BY TWO OVER GARCIA.  
(Tour Champ Sat/Sun)
SATURDAY BEGINS WITH THE GLOW OF THE SEPTEMBER SUN ENSHROUDING THE HOME OF BOBBY JONES…
THROUGH TWO ROUNDS THE FIELD HAS AVERAGED MORE THAN A STROKE AND A HALF OVER PAR; NEARLY FOUR STROKES ABOVE THE AVERAGE AT THE MIDWAY MARK IN ‘07…
ANTHONY KIM AND SERGIO GARCIA HAVE NO TIME TO REFLECT ON THE YEAR PRIOR…

THEY ARE STILL FEELING THE EFFECTS OF THEIR BATTLE JUST SIX DAYS BEFORE…
GARCIA IS STILL SHELL-SHOCKED FROM THE BITTER DEFEAT AT VALHALLA…BUT A WIN IN ATLANTA CAN SURELY ERASE A LINGERING BAD TASTE.
GARCIA INTV Golf Channel: “Funny enough for the Ryder Cup, best thing that could have happened…a win will make it taste sweeter.”
KIM AND GARCIA ARE IN SURPRISINGLY GOOD SPIRITS ON THE FIRST TEE; THE YOUNG GUNS ARE SURELY MASKING IMMENSE INNER TENSION, AS THE COVETED TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE HANGS IN BALANCE.  THE 2008 PLAYERS CHAMPION IS SEEKING A THIRD MULTIPLE WIN SEASON HERE THIS WEEK

KIM ARRIVES ON FIRST TEE

GARCIA BATTLE TO BEGIN DAY

FIRST TEE SMILES – LOOSE

NATS CROWD

AND KIM IS SEEKING HIS THIRD WIN OF THE SEASON BUT GETS OFF TO A SLUGGISH START….
KIM SOT: “My swing just felt a little uncomfortable I was out of my rhythm.  I didn’t do the things I usually do before I tee off.  I thought my tee time was at 11:55 and it was 11:25 so I was a little thrown off.” 

KIM’S BIRDIE AT THE PAR 4 3RD GETS HIM TO 8 UNDER PAR, BUT IT IS TO BE HIS ONLY RED NUMBER ON THE DAY…
FIGHTING TO FIND THE SHORT GRASS FOR MOST OF THE FRONT NINE, KIM DROPS A SHOT AT THE PAR 3 6TH …
PLAYING ALONGSIDE KIM, THE SEVEN-TIME TOUR WINNER MAKES HIS MOVE….A BIRDIE AT NINE, HIS 2ND IN THE LAST THREE HOLES, GIVES THE SPANIARD A SHARE OF THE LEAD AT THE TURN.  IN THE GROUP AHEAD, PHIL MICKELSON’S PUTTING PROWESS KEEPS HIM WELL WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE.  

MICKELSON ANNC CALL:  “Yes…boy these guys are now warming up for the afternoon!”

Mickelson is making his 13th appearance at THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP, WHERE He has two top-10 finishes in the 12 previous times he has played IN THIS EVENT.
MICKELSON’S SATURDAY AFTERNOON WAS ALSO SPENT NIPPING AT VILLEGAS’ HEELS…

SPIDERMAN VERSUS LEFTY…SOUNDS LIKE A FABLED SUPERHERO SHOWDOWN…RIPPED FROM THE PAGES OF A COMIC BOOK, BUT THERE WAS VERY LITTLE FOR MICKELSON TO MARVEL AT…

THE 34-TIME WINNER ON TOUR IS DESPERATELY TRYING TO HARNESS THE SAME SWING THOUGHTS THAT BROUGHT VICTORY HERE IN THE YEAR 2000, WHEN HE DEFEATED TIGER WOODS BY TWO SHOTS.
MICKELSON SIGNS FOR BACK TO BACK 69S…NOT STELLAR BY HIS STANDARDS, YET GOOD ENOUGH FOR A SPOT IN SUNDAY’S FINAL PAIRING…
MICKELSON SOT NBC INTV OURS:  “I’ve made some good putts for pars today, but I’ve also made some clutch putts to keep me in the round.  And get me in this position to // win the tournament.  If I were able to come out on top tomorrow I think it would change the way I look at the year.”

BMW CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER CAMILO VILLEGAS MATCHES MICKELSON’S 69, KEEPING THE COLOMBIAN WITHIN SHOUTING DISTANCE OF THE LEAD….

VILLEGAS QUICK QUOTES SOT:   “Tough out there, nothing new though.  It’s a great golf course, a tough one and a makes us think.  Still rolled some beautiful putts they did not happen to go in like they did yesterday but anytime you putt a good stroke you go away happy.”

ANTHONY KIM’S STRUGGLES CONTINUE ON THE BACK NINE AS A PAIR OF BOGEYS COMING IN DROP HIM INTO A TIE FOR 2ND AT 5 UNDER PAR.
KIM SOT NBC INTV OURS:  “No excuses I still should of found my swing and I really didn’t, and unfortunately the score showed it.”

THE FANS ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES LOOKING FOR DIRECTION IN SATURDAY’S NAIL BITER…
(CLIP: FANS LOOKING AT MAP BOARD)

(CLIP: GARCIA BITES FINGERS)

GARCIA’S GAME BEGINS TO CRUMBLE UNDER THE PRESSURE OF THE CAMERA’S WATCHFUL EYE

REMEMBER THE FIRST TEE JOVIALTY…WELL, IT GAVE WAY TO SERIOUSNESS…A DIRECT RESULT OF THE RIGORS OF A GRUELING PLAYOFF SEASON TAKING ITS TOLL ON KIM AND GARCIA.
THE TWENTY-SOMETHING TWOSOME RELEASE THE INTERNAL TENSION BY YELLING AT THE LITTLE WHITE BALL 

THE RESURFACED GREENS AT EAST LAKE PERPLEX NOT ONLY GARCIA BUT AK AS WELL.
WITH BIRDIES ON TWO OF HIS LAST FOUR HOLES, GARCIA TURNS THE TABLES ON KIM.  A FIVE SHOT SWING TURNS A TWO STROKE DEFICIT INTO A THREE SHOT LEAD WITH ONE ROUND TO GO….

GARCIA SOT NBC INTV OURS: “He scrambled nicely and unfortunately just didn’t have the best of ah finishes.  I was just trying to stay in pace and I managed to make a couple birdies here and there and had a pretty solid round. I just got to go out there and keep hitting good shots keep hitting good putts and ah play my own game.”  

HIS CALMNESS WILL BE TESTED on Sunday, being paired with Phil Mickelson. Although Garcia and Mickelson have battled on 10 previous occasions, never have they played together in the final pairing of a final round.
MICKELSON SOT P2 CAM QUICK QUOTES:  “It’s fun to be in the last group, I’m looking forward to it. I know it’s going to be difficult, I’m spotting Sergio three shots and I know how well he’s been playing. But I’m in a good position at least after the first few days.”

THE FINAL ROUND STORY SHOULD BE VILLEGAS VERSUS VIJAY…FIGHTING FOR THE FEDEXCUP…ULTIMATELY COMING DOWN TO A SINGLE DROPPED PUTT FOR A 10 MILLION DOLLAR PRIZE.  HOWEVER, THE MISSED CUT AT THE BARCLAYS IS SEEMINGLY A DISTANT MEMORY FOR THE 26-YEAR-OLD AND HE IS FOCUSED SOLELY ON THE FINAL ROUND.
VILLEGAS QUICK QUOTES SOT:   “I don’t know what he had 8?  8? Finish at 8? Ok well that’s ah 5 back on a tough golf course.  Anything can happen but a I have a lot of work to do tomorrow.”
LEADERBOARD:
GARCIA HOLDS A COMMANDING 3-SHOT LEAD OVER THE DUO OF KIM AND MICKELSON AND 5 OVER VILLEGAS…ROBERT ALLENBY MATCHES GARCIA WITH A 3RD ROUND 67, BUT IS SIX OFF THE PACE.

(Sunday)

SUNDAY AT THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP PRESENTED BY COCA-COLA.

AS THE CONTENDERS BEGIN TO ARRIVE AT THE COURSE FOR THE FINAL ROUND AT EAST LAKE GOLF CLUB…THEY DO SO KNOWING THE REDESIGNED COURSE IS DOING ITS VERY BEST TO PUT UP A DEFENSE, AS THE FATE OF NOT ONE BUT TWO TROPHIES WILL BE DECIDED ON THIS SEPTEMBER AFTERNOON.

NAT BREAK

ON THIS, THE FINAL DAY OF THE PGA TOUR PLAYOFFS FOR THE FEDEXCUP, THE DEFINITIVE SYMBOL OF A SEASON FULL OF ACHIEVEMENTS ARRIVES AT EAST LAKE GOLF CLUB.  

NAT BREAK

IN A FEW SHORT HOURS THE FEDEXCUP WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MAN WHO EMBODIES ALL THAT IT STANDS FOR:  PERSISTANCE…ENDURANCE…EXCELLENCE.

MUSIC SWELL

NOW, THE FORMER NUMBER ONE PLAYER IN THE WORLD PERPARES TO TAKE THE PROVERBIAL VICTORY LAP…A MERE 18 HOLES STANDS BETWEEN SINGH AND THE GOAL OF ACHIEVING IMMORTALITY IN PROFESSIONAL GOLF.

SINGH IS WELL-KNOWN TO SPEND MOST OF HIS FREE TIME ON THE RANGE BEATING BALLS…THAT IS WHERE WE FIND CONTENDERS ANTHONY KIM, SERGIO GARCIA, AND PHIL MICKELSON…ALL TRYING TO STEAL SOME OF SINGH’S SPOTLIGHT BY TAKING THE SEASON ENDING TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE. 
 SINGH 1ST TEE ANNC
THOUGH THE CHECKERED FLAG FOR THE FEDEXCUP RACE HAS BEEN WAVED, THERE’S STILL THE PRESSING MATTER OF THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP TO BE SETTLED.

54-HOLE LEADER SERGIO GARCIA ENTERS THE FINAL ROUND THREE SHOTS CLEAR OF RYDER CUP RIVALS PHIL MICKELSON AND ANTHONY KIM, WHILE BMW CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER CAMILO VILLEGAS ARRIVES AT EAST LAKE FACING AN ALMOST INSURMOUNTABLE FIVE STROKE DEFICIT.  THE KID FROM MEDILLIN, COLOMBIA WILL BUCK HEADS WITH THE BRASH, FLASHY ANTHONY KIM.

NAT BREAK
THE COLOMBIAN CONTINGENT ARE IN ATTENDANCE; THERE FOR A SINGLE PURPOSE…TO HELP CARRY THEIR COUNTRIES’ BIGGEST SPORTS’ ICON TO THE WINNER’S CIRCLE.

IN THE EARLY GOING, EAST LAKE BEARS ITS SHARP TEETH, AS EACH OF THE LEADERS SEE THEIR SHARE OF STRUGGLES.

GARCIA SOT “I let everybody come back into the game, they played well.  Get up…go.  I didn’t perform the way I should have performed early on; I made it a little bit tougher on myself.”

Sergio Garcia led the field at THE 2008 TOUR Championship through three rounds. He did so in part due to his amazing play from the bunkers. He IS a perfect nine for nine in sand saves on the week.  if he could only capture the same mojo off the tee…garcia will HAVE HIS TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE AT LAST.

AFTER DROPPING THREE SHOTS IN TWO HOLES ON THE FRONT NINE, VILLEGAS BEGINS TO TURN THE TIDE WITH A BIRDIE AT EIGHT.  FIVE HOLES AND FOUR MORE BIRDIES LATER, THE COLOMBIAN STAKES HIS CLAIM ATOP THE LEADERBOARD.

INSERT LEADERBOARD COPY**

THROUGH 13-HOLES VILLEGAS IS NOW TIED WITH KIM, BOTH HOLDING A SLIM MARGIN OVER GARCIA AND MICKELSON HEADING TO THE FINAL TREACHEROUS HOLES AT EAST LAKE.
Singh might have stepped off the gas A BIT in the final two events AND certainly it HAs been a weird four-day victory stroll at East Lake, but he certainly didn't back into WINNING the FedExCup…AND one simple thing remains…Winning really DOES matters. 

SINGH SOT “It was really weird.  You make bogey, you get congratulated; you make a double you get congratulated.  It didn’t really matter what I made.”

NAT BREAK

SINGH SOT “It’s a year long event; it is not an event that is just one week and it’s done with.  WE’VE talked about it for the whole year, and finally it has come to an end and I’ve won it, so that is a really really good feeling to know that I have won it.”
ON SUNDAY, THE 2002 TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER CARDS AN EVEN PAR 70, HIS BEST ROUND OF THE TOURNAMENT.  

SINGH POST SOT NBC SPORTS
- “Rolfing- ‘After growing up in the Fiji Islands, if someone would have told you back then one day you were going to win 10 million dollars playing golf would you have believed them? You don’t even think about those things but I’m glad it’s me.’” 
Camilo Villegas has the lead at THE TOUR Championship after Anthony Kim struggles for bogey on the par-4 14th.
villegas has seven birdies so far during his Sunday round. spiderman is on the green in two at the par-5 15th.

NAT BREAK
WITH MICKELSON AND garcia BOTH BIRDIEING THE PAR 5 15TH, THERE IS now A THREE-WAY TIE ATOP THE LEADERBOARD…BUT VILLEGAS’ UNTIMELY BOGEY AT THE PAR 4 16TH QUICKLY REVERSES HIS FORTUNE…NOW ONE BEHIND.
MICKELSON AND KIM ARE DOING THEIR BEST TO KEEP THE PRESSURE ON VILLEGAS THROUGHOUT SUNDAY’S FINAL ROUND, HOWEVER MISCUES WITH THE PUTTER FOR BOTH PLAYERS PROVE TO BE THEIR DEMISE.
LEFTY AND AK CARD FINAL ROUND 69S…BOTH FALLING ONE SHOT SHORT AT 6 UNDER.

VILLEGAS’ QUICKLY BOUNCES BACK WITH BIRDIE AT THE PENULTIMATE HOLE.
ANNC CALL: “Look at that follow through…very very aggressive…oooooh…what a shot…and he knows it…I cannot hit it better than that.”  
ANNC CALL: “Yes…Villegas with his eighth birdie of the day.”

Camilo Villegas finishes his Sunday round with a par on 18 for a 66, easily the round of the day, thanks in large part to those eight birdies. He sits at SEVEN under and will now wait AND WATCH…

nat break

GARCIA STRUGGLES FROM TEE TO GREEN COMING HOME; THE ONGOING BATTLE WITH THE FLATSTICK keeping him from victory…leaving him tied for the lead heading to 18.
GARCIA’s 8th career victory hangs in the balance…needing one last putt for the win. 

nat break

unfortunately, he now has to go back to the 18th                                                                                                                         tee for a sudden death playoff with the rested villegas.
IN SUDDEN DEATH THE SPANIARD’S MISCUE OFF THE TEE TAKES PAR OUT OF EQUATION, COSTING HIM THE TOURNAMENT.

It's the second playoff loss in the Playoffs for Garcia, ALSO cOMING up short against Vijay Singh at The Barclays.
GARCIA SOT “I am working hard to put myself in that position and trying to win championships.  Unfortunately I lost probably three hard ones late in the year and it is a bit disappointing.”
FOR THE 2ND TIME IN AS MANY STARTS, VILEGAS COMES OUT ON TOP…CLAIMING THE TITLE OF THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP VICTOR, AND EARNING A SOLID 2ND PLACE FINISH IN THE FEDEXCUP POINTS STANDINGS.

VILLEGAS SOT “Man I am proud of myself.  I am proud of the way I worked, I am proud of the way I battled, and I am proud of the way I came back today. // After winning a couple of weeks ago, I told myself I will do anything I need to do to keep putting myself in that position again.” 

AS VILLEGAS RAISES THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP CRYSTAL TRIUMPHANTLY, VIJAY SINGH HOISTS HARDWARE THAT SYMBOLIZES SOMETHING MORE…SOMETHING THAT TRANSCENDS THE GREATNESS OF THE PLAYOFFS FINALÉ.
FINAL FEDEX CUP LEADERBOARD…(:15)

THE FINAL FEDEX CUP POINTS STANDING SEES SINGH ON TOP, JOINING TIGER WOODS AS THE FIRST TWO WINNERS OF THE FEDEX CUP. VILLEGAS WITH WINS IN HIS FINAL TWO EVENTS FINISHED 2ND, WITH STALWARTS GARCIA AND KIM  ROUNDING OUT THE TOP 4…


