PGA TOUR - MOROCCO CHAMPIONS

00:00:08:12
BOB PAPA:  And with the majestic Atlas Mountains in the background, located 10 miles southwest of the Majestic city of Marrakech, we are at the Samanah Golf Club for the inaugural Morocco Champions.  This Jack Nicklaus design opened in 2008, a par 72, measuring just over 7300 yards.  Bob Papa.  Phil Blackmar, so glad you could join us.  John Cook and Billy-Ray Brown out on the golf course.  Ideal scoring conditions for action today.  And Phil Blackmar, we take a look at some of the action.  Miguel Angel Jimenez, the winner in the inaugural event, playing the par 5, fifth.  His third shot.  He was currently at 1 under, until he got to 5.
00:00:08:56
PHIL BLACKMAR:  And one of the best short games on the PGA Tour Champions, fantastic putter.  Have to wonder--oh, that just misses--what this year might hold, after winning last at Hawaii.

00:00:09:07
BOB PAPA:  It's set up a birdie for him.  He thought it was good.  Then Scott McCarron, the Charles Schwab Cup Champion.  His birdie putt at the 6, Scott pours this in.  That gets him to 2 under par.  Colin Montgomerie won in Morocco, back in 1997.  His third shot at the par 5 fifth.

00:00:09:29
PHIL BLACKMAR:  And a really solid 2019, trying to get off to a good start here in Morocco.  And that will help.

00:00:09:35
BOB PAPA:  Yeah, an eagle at the fifth.  That got him to 3 under par.  Monty would go out 4 under 32.  And then Colin Montgomerie second at the par 4, 11th.

00:00:09:46
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Generous driving areas here.  It should leave players with good opportunities, if they're playing their irons well, a 6 iron there for Monty.  And a beautiful result.
00:00:09:55
BOB PAPA:  Monty would go on to make the birdie.  That would move him to 5 under par.  How about Stephen Ames?  Out earlier in the day, went out in 31 after birdies at 12 and 13.  His birdie pot at the 16th, a par 5, and Stephen Ames currently at 8 under par.  And he has opened up a three-shot lead over Colin Montgomerie and Scott Parel.  You see Tom Pernice leading that group with 4 under par.  Woody Austin heads the list of golfers at 3 under par.  The golf course is yielding some very good scores on this first day.  Scott McCarron currently at 3 under.  Good to see Jose Maria Olazabal back out on the PGA Tour Champions, 2 under par in his round.  Roger Chapman a winner here in Morocco in 2000, also at 2 under par.
00:00:10:50
BOB PAPA:  Now, Stephen Ames for his birdie at the 18th to cap off a 9 under round.  Now, what a day for Stephen Ames.  Had a chance to ride with him on the van to the golf course yesterday, and he was encouraged.  He liked what he saw in this golf club, and he certainly took advantage of it today.  Now, Langer at 12.

00:00:11:22
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Bernhard after a perfect drive, 10 par's a birdie, now, 228 hole.

00:00:11:30
BOB PAPA:  We're at the third shot for Monty at 13.

00:00:11:33
PHIL BLACKMAR:  You see he's got a downhill lie here.  He's gonna have to lean left a little bit to get solid contact.  But the greens are pretty flat, so plenty of room to let it run out.

00:00:11:46
BOB PAPA:  And that's a good job done by Colin Montgomerie, and Monty 1 of 6 World Golf Hall of Famers in the field here this week, at the Morocco Champions.  And John Cook and Bernhard Langer, one of those in the World Golf Hall of Fame.  You're in our Hall of Fame of Golf Channel Team Members.  A great shot here by Langer.

00:00:11:46
PHIL BLACKMAR:  That it was, and I appreciate that there, Bob.  But--coming off of a birdie there at number 11 after-- or birdie after-- and 10 straight par is on a beautiful look here.  Not much to it, and just taps it right in.  We got Bernhard Langer on the run.

00:00:12:26
BOB PAPA:  So Langer gets to 3 under with that eagle at the 12th.  Playing with Colin Montgomerie is Mark O'Meara, currently 1 over, trying to get to even par with his birdie putt at 13.

00:00:12:38
PHIL BLACKMAR:  I always love to watch the rhythm in his putting stroke.  No grip pressure change.  Effortless.  Really well.

00:00:12:49
BOB PAPA:  Third shot for Miguel Angel Jimenez.  This little pitch coming back up the hill.

00:00:12:56
PHIL BLACKMAR:  This is one you can make here, Billy-Ray.

00:00:12:58
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  One you have to take a run at.  Yeah, that's on a good line here.

00:00:13:06
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Get it, get it, get it, get it.

00:00:13:08
JOHN COOK:  Oh, my goodness.  Wow.  Phil did this exact same thing back at the par 4 tent, looking out like that for birdie.

00:00:13:14
BOB PAPA:  Monty for his birdie at 14.  And he pours that in.  So Colin Montgomerie gets to 6 under, 3 off the lead of Ames.  And we take you over to 13 and Bernhard Langer, the last play.

00:00:13:37
JOHN COOK:  Beautiful drive for Bernhard.  Only left with 144 yards, a little down wind out of the right.  And 39--

00:00:13:45
BOB PAPA:  Cookie, why do--

00:00:13:46
JOHN COOK:  Clears this bunker going right at it.  And I think this is greenlight.  I think this is a 9 iron.  Just let it drop.

00:00:13:51
BOB PAPA:  And Cookie, why did Jerry Kelly hit his second ball?

00:00:13:54
JOHN COOK:  I think he might've got a little bad signal or something back from one of the marshals of whether it was in or out.  It wasn't even close.  It was 20 yards.  And that shot from Bernhard was right at it.

00:00:14:10
BOB PAPA:  And some of the winners in Morocco in the field here this week, trophy in Sandhu, Colin Montgomerie winner in '97.  Stephen Leaney won the 1998 Moroccan Open.  Roger Chapman, a winner here in 2000.
00:00:14:29
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Jerry Kelly here at the 13th for a birdie.

00:00:14:31
JOHN COOK:  Going a little to the right, then back down to the left, after it crosses that shoulder.

00:00:14:39
BOB PAPA:  Well, that's not bad for a guy that was told on the tee to hit a provisional, winds up making a birdie on the hole.  Take you out to the 16 and Jerry Kelly for his birdie.

00:00:14:52
JOHN COOK:  Pretty good little pitch shot he hit, pretty clever.  Now, see if he can pay off.  Only two birdies and a bogey, so far, for Jerry, and he, kind of, got up and out of that and we walked it in.  We love watching Jerry Kelly putt.

00:00:15:07
BOB PAPA:  Now, Colin Montgomerie for his par at 17.  So par for Monty.  Cookie, tell me about this putt for Langer.
00:00:15:29
JOHN COOK:  Yeah, Bernhard, it's gonna go a little bit left at the very start.  Then it's gonna bang back to the right pretty good at the end.  These A1 A4 bent grass greens do have a little bit of grain in them.  So you have to be a little bit careful.

00:00:15:50
BOB PAPA:  Now, Jerry Kelly for his birdie.  That's a heck of a birdie at 17.

00:00:15:55
PHIL BLACKMAR:  We haven't seen many of those today.  That's just the 15th of the day.  So playing a third of a stroke over par.  So he's gonna pick up almost a stroke and a half there, nearly.  Goosen next here.  And Billy-Ray, what do you think about Ernie Els, now, out on this tour?  Two players from South Africa.  They've known each other a long time.  Do you think they might push each other a little?

00:00:16:16
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I definitely know they will push each other there.  They're childhood friends, and they've gone at it for a long time, and two of the best players in the world to date.  And those two players are a great addition to the PGA Tour Champions.  But also, there's gonna be a lot of inside competitive nature by both.

00:00:16:33
BOB PAPA:  Yeah, Goosen with the eagle at 16.  He was the PGA Tour Champions Rookie of the Year, last year.  And also, a winner of the Byron Nelson Award for the lowest scoring average.  Langer's third at 18.  Oh.
00:00:16:48
JOHN COOK:  Tell you what, from an uphill lie, I was just gonna say, uphill lie, perfect lie.  I think he caught it, maybe, a groove low.  So I think the flag stick saved it.

00:00:17:00
BOB PAPA:  [chuckles] Langer confirms what Cookie said.

00:00:17:04
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, why not stayed on the green.

00:00:17:06
BOB PAPA:  Boy, on a day in which Langer made 10 straight pars and didn't feel like he had his A-game at all, except for a three-hole stretch, 11, 12 and 13.  Bernhard Langer finds himself in a share of second place and 4 off the lead.  Stephen Ames and 9 under 63, has a four-shot lead over four World Golf Hall of Famers.  Colin Montgomerie and Bernhard Langer, Jose Maria Olazabal, and Retief Goosen, Billy Andrade, Brandt Jobe, Kent Jones, Brett Quigley, all at 3 under par.  Miguel Angel Jimenez leads the pack at 2 under par, along with Roger Chapman and Stephen Leaney, who both won in Morocco.  Jeff Maggert part of that group at 2 under par.  Jesper Parnevik at 2 under.  Dudley Hart, as well.  Jerry Smith at 2 under, with one hole to play.  Tough day for Scott McCarron, including a double bogey at the par 4, 15th.  He shoots 1 under 71.
00:00:18:12
BOB PAPA:  And the Samanah Golf Club is playing host to the first Morocco Champions.  It's located about 10 miles southwest of Marrakech.  The Jack Nicklaus design.  And let's take a look at some of the action from early in the second round.  Bernhard Langer looking for his 41st win on the PGA Tour Champions, gets off to a fast start, rolling in his birdie putt at the opening hole.  That got Langer to 6 under par.  Langer made a bogey at the 2nd, and then struck back here at the 8th.  Langer from just off the back part of the green at the par 3, 8th.  Today playing 197 yards, and he pours this in for his second birdie of the day.  Langer would back that up with a birdie at the par 5, 9th, getting him to 7 under par.  Colin Montgomerie, one of the six World Golf Hall of Famers in the field this week.  His birdie putt at the 4th, and Monty from long range, enjoying his time here in Morocco, pours that in.  That got him to 6 under.  He had a birdie at the 5th to get to 7 under par.  Steven Ames tied the course record with a 9 under par, 63 in the opening round.  Off to a sluggish start, but trying to get things going with that birdie at the 7th.  That gets him back to even on his round today, and he's got a one-shot lead here in Morocco.  Brett Quigley having himself a day, 5 under.  He's just a shot off the lead.  How about the reigning Charles Schwab Cup Champion, Scott McCarron?  He's jumped to the first page of the leader board.  Over at the 12th, Brett Quigley, who--non-exempt player on the PGA Tour Champions ha this lengthy eagle putt.

00:00:19:58
PHIL BLACKMAR:  It's a big week for Brett, with no status.  If he can get in the top 10 and get another event, get a little momentum going.  You're in status in the PGA Tour Champions by way of how you play on the PGA Tour.  And just a little bit short of the career money Brett is.
00:00:20:14
BOB PAPA:  Eleven million on the PGA tour between 1997 and 2010.  His best year was 2006.  He won 2.5 million.  Now we take you back over to the 9th and Colin Montgomerie, looking for his third birdie on his opening nine today.

00:00:20:32
JOHN COOK:  You know, doing just as he always does.  He puts the ball in the fairway, gives himself many looks, and another one here.  Monty, throughout the week, he's been in a fantastic mood through the week, having a blast over here in Morocco, as we all are.
00:00:20:58
BOB PAPA:  So Montgomerie puts that in.  So Colin with a 33 on his opening 9, and he's within one of the lead.  Stephen Ames to regain the outright lead.  So a birdie for Ames at the 9th, and he moves to 10 under, goes out in 35.  Turned 50 back in August.  So a par for Quigley at 14, remains 2 behind Stephen Ames.  Colin Montgomerie would like to make something out of the second shot at 10.
00:00:21:47
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  We've got perfect position up the right hand side, 155 yards.  Perfect angle with that back left toe location.

00:00:21:58
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Billy-Ray, that's a really good shot there.  Not much room to get it back there today.  Tough hole location here at 10.

00:00:22:04
BOB PAPA:  Meanwhile, back at the 9th, Scott McCarron finishing up his round, as this putt for a birdie.  Scott's 6 under today.  Make that 7 under today, and look at that.  Scott McCarron is now just two shots off the lead.  Done for the day, but puts himself in contention for tomorrow's final round.  Now back over at the 10th.  The last group has made their way to the 10th green.  Colin Montgomerie first to play.

00:00:22:46
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Now, these greens are absolute perfect, and you have to be aware of the pace.  And if you're downhill 12.5 on the stent meter, so very fast, just a little bit of grain in these bent grass greens.  But they are absolutely beautiful.

00:00:23:05
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Colin really looked like he was gonna run off yesterday.  He was 5 under through 11, and he played the par 5's 1 over.  On the way in, really let a really low round get away.  But back making some birdies again.  Good look here.

00:00:23:19
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, overall, not a lot of break.

00:00:23:34
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Billy-Ray, we had a great look from behind to the putter low there.  Beautiful stroke ball came off rolling nicely off the putter.

00:00:23:41
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, that's one of the things that his swing actually mimics his putting stroke to great rhythm.

00:00:23:48
BOB PAPA:  Now, up at the green, Langer for his eagle.

00:00:23:52
BILLY-RAY BROWN:

Continue with the same little ridge that Retief did, going to the right.

00:00:24:02
BOB PAPA:  Now, Stephen Ames has this putt for birdie.  And Billy-Ray, a little different angle, isn't it?

00:00:24:19
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Got to look at his grip here.  Not a lot in this putt.  It should be pretty straight at this point.

00:00:24:27
BOB PAPA:  A birdie for Ames.  That gets him to 12 under.  3 under on his round today.  So after a bogey at the 2nd, birdies at 7, 9, 10, and now 12.  Rod Pampling 2nd into 18.

00:00:24:46
JOHN COOK:  Try to take that in right to left.  Oh, what a shot.  Checks it right there.  That is by far the best we've seen here at the 18th.

00:00:24:57
BOB PAPA:  Now, back to the 16th.  Bernhard Langer looking at this birdie putt.
00:00:25:11
JOHN COOK:  Got a good read off of Retief Goosen, his birdie attempt.  Retief missed his just on the left.  Not much to this, though.  Really difficult hole location, I think.  If you're going for this green in 2, there's virtually no way to get it anywhere close.

00:00:25:36
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, we've not seen anyone hit the green going for it, John, since we've come on air.

00:00:25:40
JOHN COOK:  Yeah, you just don't have-- you have too much club.  You have to get it so high in the air and stop it.  I mean, Retief Goosen hit 5 iron in here and did the same thing that Bernhard, just over the back of the green, as well.  So virtually impossible.

00:00:25:56
BOB PAPA:  Scott Parel did make his par at 17, remained at 8 under.  Now Langer for birdie.  And--

00:00:26:04
JOHN COOK:  Managed that read from Retief Goosen.

00:00:26:07
BOB PAPA:  So Bernhard Langer gets to 9 under and a share of second, Scott Parel.  He's got a long birdie putt at 17.

00:00:26:24
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, up over ridge right there.

00:00:26:29
BOB PAPA:  You know, quietly, Scott 4 under today, he's at 8 under, and within 4 of the lead.  Now Langer trying to save his par at 17 and remain 3 off the lead.

00:00:26:40
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And this is all of eight feet right here, really straight to start.  If it does anything, it'll fall left at the end.  But not much to it.  Clutch.

00:00:26:56
BOB PAPA:  Boy, it feels like when he has to make one, he always does.  Jose Maria Olazabal back-to-back birdies at 15 and 16, on the tee at 17.

00:00:27:09
JOHN COOK:  Just a light breeze from left to right here, 208 yards.  5 iron.  Wow.
00:00:27:24
BOB PAPA:  Look at this.  "Boom."  Oh, my.  Hole in one for Jose Maria Olazabal.  Awesome stuff for the Hall of Famer, and just like that, he's 2 off the lead.  Phil Blackmar, let's look at-- it was right on line the whole way.

00:00:28:03
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Spanked it just a baby cut, it looked like.

00:00:28:11
BOB PAPA:  Holing speed.  Jose Maria Olazabal, one of six World Golf Hall of Famers here in the field this week, with an ace at the par 3, 17th, as we send it down to Billy-Ray.

00:00:28:25
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Bob, thanks a lot.  Jose Maria, incredible shot.  You stood back on the tee.  Things are starting to go your way.  Walk us through that tee shot.

00:00:28:35
JOSA MARIA OLAZABAL:  [chuckles] Wow.  We had two only into the hole.  And then I guess I was scratching a little bit.  And I say, took it a little safe with a 3 iron.  And when I hit it, it felt good.

00:00:28:47
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.

00:00:28:47
JOSA MARIA OLAZABAL:  And, well, I kept on looking at it and...

00:00:28:51
BOB PAPA:  A World Golf Hall of Famer, two-time Masters Champion, and Jose Maria Olazabal with the ace at 17.

00:00:29:05
PHIL BLACKMAR:  That is an S.M.B. moment, if there's ever been one.  Did you see my ball?  It's in the hole.

00:00:29:12
BOB PAPA:

Well, way to go, Olie.  And he's within 2 of the lead of Stephen Ames.  Fireworks at the Morocco Champions.

00:00:29:33
BOB PAPA:  What a walk for Jose Maria Olazabal, a hole-in-one at the 17th.  Look at that stretch, 4 under over his last three holes.  And now just 2 off the lead of Stephen Ames.  One more look at it, Phil, and he said as soon as he hit it, he knew it was on a good line.

00:00:29:57
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, just try and play a little cut shot.  You could tell he hit it solid.  It had a great sound and right there, he knew it was in.

00:00:30:04
BOB PAPA:  And that was dead center.

00:00:30:05
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Center cut.  Look at this, nice dance move, too.  You gotta like that.

00:00:30:16
BOB PAPA:  Okay.  Now, Langer for his birdie at 18.

00:00:30:21
JOHN COOK:  From just off the back of the green, it's got a little bit of a slope that's gonna kick this ball hard to the right.  And then it gets pretty slow.

00:00:30:36
BOB PAPA:  Perfectly described by John Cook, and Langer taps in for his par.  Good look for Colin Montgomerie for birdie here at 17.

00:00:31:00
PHIL BLACKMAR:  This group gets the skin, the team skins for the day.  Man.

00:00:31:05
BOB PAPA:  Fifth birdie for Monty today.  Bernhard Langer with a 68 today.  Currently in a share of third place.  But Olazabal went off the back of the green, has a lengthy par putt.  Now, Colin Montgomerie-- Billy-Ray, I'm assuming that he learned a little something from Olazabal?

00:00:31:36
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [chuckles] I was just thinking that.  I'd be surprised if this putt would be going very fast, at all, after watching the putt that Olazabal.  If he gets to the hole, I'll-- if he comes up a couple short, that's what I'm thinking.

00:00:31:59
PHIL BLACKMAR:  He wasn't happy with somebody there.  I'm not sure who it was.

00:00:32:03
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  There's a lot-- good crowd around the 18th here, some movement at the right hand side.  Backs off and all set.

00:00:32:23
BOB PAPA:  Wow.

00:00:32:24
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Pretty big miss for Lyon there, isn't it?

00:00:32:27
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Big miss.

00:00:32:28
PHIL BLACKMAR:  After seeing--seeing one go by earlier, too.

00:00:32:36
BOB PAPA:  So now all three players have tough par putts.  After that 63 yesterday, a 9 under 63, Stephen Ames started the day up by 4 over Olazabal, Montgomerie, Langer, and Goosen.  His lead is 2.  Billy-Ray, is that collar gonna be an issue for Olazabal?

00:00:33:05
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You know, I'm not in position.  I'm just on the other side of the green.  But the collar's no--as we look around the green here at 18 very tight.  So I don't think that's gonna be an issue with his back swing here.  One is to forget about that initial first.  But there where you ran it so far past, this would be some kind of save here.  Long second shot and poor third putt.  He's made a few par putts today from this distance.

00:00:33:39
BOB PAPA:  So after the hole-in-one at 17, Olazabal with a three-putt bogey at 18.

00:00:33:47
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he hit that putt good, too.  He got it to come through the fringe there really well.

00:00:33:51
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, it did--it didn't bobble one bit, at all, Phil.  And it's great setting around here at 18, right now.  You know, we've got the PGA Tour Champions here in Morocco and some good crowds here.  And what a leader board we have.

00:00:34:08
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Big putt--

00:00:34:09
BOB PAPA:  Now, aims for his par.

00:00:34:10
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, a big putt here, I think, Bob.

00:00:34:16
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Remember, McCarron shot 65 earlier.  He's currently four back.  Oh, you bet.  What a save there by Stephen Ames.  Solid round of golf today.

00:00:34:34
PHIL BLACKMAR:  And that will really give him, I think, a little momentum, Billy-Ray, as he starts his round tomorrow, overnight tonight.  Thinking about it--

00:00:34:39
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I think that was a crucial putt there, Phil.

00:00:34:46
PHIL BLACKMAR:  What a disappointing finish, 1 over on his last eight holes today, to play in the final seven holes yesterday even par.  So he's not finished well this week, after getting off to good starts.

00:00:34:59
BOB PAPA:  Especially coming off the birdie at 17.  After Olazabal made the hole-in-one, Monty made birdie, and from the middle of the fairway and with a short iron in his hand.

00:00:35:18
BOB PAPA:  That's a three-putt bogey for Colin Montgomerie to finish his day.  So he falls back to 8 under, 4 off the lead.  Scott McCarron, Colin Montgomerie, Scott Parel, Rod Pampling, will start 4 back.  Doug Barron and Kirk Triplett in that group at 7 under par, with Tim Petrovic, as well.
00:00:35:47
BOB PAPA:  What a day it's been here at the Morocco Champions.  Make sure you join us tomorrow, at 9:00 a.m. Eastern for live final round coverage of the Morocco Champion.

00:00:36:08
BOB PAPA:  It's the first PGA Tour Sanctioned Stroke Play Even ever in Africa, the inaugural Morocco Champions.  We are located just 10 miles southwest of Marrakech.  Bob Papa and Phil Blackmar, and Phil, we take a look at some early round highlights at Jose Maria Olazabal made a hole-in-one yesterday.  Start of the day, a couple back of Stephen Ames.  Cozies this one up nice and close at the 5th, setting up a birdie to get him back to 9 under.

00:00:36:38
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he had such a great short game, honed it with Seve Ballesteros.  What a teacher.

00:00:36:42
BOB PAPA:  Meanwhile, over at the 2nd hole, Brett Quigley, who got into this on career money, doesn't have status on the PGA Tour Champions, rolls in a birdie putt at the 2nd.  That gets him to 10 under par.  You can never count out Bernhard Langer.  His birdie at the 4th.

00:00:36:57
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Trying to get in that winner's circle, once again chased down Hale Irwin, an all-time win to the PGA Tour Champions.  He's in the middle of it.

00:00:37:04
BOB PAPA:  Nice bounce back after the bogey at 3.  Langer would have another birdie at the 5th.  And Stephen Ames made a bogey at the 2nd.  Now, misses this par putt at the 4th, and suddenly, Stephen Ames has given two shots back.  And then Quigley at the 4th rolls in this birdie putt, playing with Ames.  And now he's got the outright lead.

00:00:37:26
PHIL BLACKMAR:  That's a career changing opportunity for Brett.

00:00:37:29
BOB PAPA:  Par 5 is one  you have to make some hay, and Quigley, in perfect position, left side of the fairway playing his 2nd into the par 5.

00:00:37:37
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Known as a long hitter and a really good short game, runs this one in there nicely.

00:00:37:45
BOB PAPA:  So he'll have a pretty good look at eagle.  Meanwhile, Stephen Ames missed the green at the 5th, using putter, and he cozies this up nice and close.

00:00:37:54
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Really solid, great round, the first day and a good round the second day, came really close on a bunch of putts.  Surprising the start--

00:00:38:01
BOB PAPA:  He wanted to make birdie right there to get to 11 under par.  But Quigley, now, with the eagle putt at the 5th, and he pours this in.  And suddenly, Brett Quigley, who started the day 3 back, has the lead at 13 under par, 2 shots over Stephen Ames, 3 clear of Bernhard Langer, 4 clear of Jose Maria Olazabal and Rod Pampling.

00:00:38:30
BOB PAPA:  Currently, 4 off the lead, but Brett Quigley has this putt for birdie to extend the lead to 3.

00:00:38:40
PHIL BLACKMAR:  See how quickly he stepped in there?  Just one practice stroke, stepped in, and "boom."

00:00:38:48
BOB PAPA:  And that's the season-long race for the Charles Schwab Cup with his win at the Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai.  Miguel Angel Jimenez sits atop the leader board.  The winner this week here in Morocco will earn $320,000.  Will it be Brett Quigley, in his first ever win on the PGA Tour Champions?
00:00:39:14
BOB PAPA:  Meanwhile, Tom Pernice, Junior, 4 under on his round, coming off a birdie at 12, has another birdie putt here at 13.

00:00:39:24
PHIL BLACKMAR:  It just slides by the finishing holes, other than 16th, are some of the most difficult on the golf course.  If he could somehow find some birdies on the way in and post, you never know, put a little heat on the leaders.  You don't know what's gonna happen.

00:00:39:43
BOB PAPA:  Doug Barron, who Monday qualified at the Senior Open at Royal Lytham and St. Annes, last year, wound of finishing tied for 5th.  Wound up winning the Dick's Sporting Goods Open for his birdie at the 10th.
00:00:39:56
PHIL BLACKMAR:  And he finished sixth at Hualalai a couple of weeks ago, as well.

00:00:40:00
BOB PAPA:  So he joins that group at 9 under, 5 off the lead of Quigley.  And Cookie, this is a real surprise.  Scott McCarron, no birdies, yet, 2 bogeys on the score card, 2 over on his round today, has a birdie putt here at the 9th.

00:00:40:15
JOHN COOK:  Yeah, he let one get away there at number 5 and didn't make birdie there.  Then rinsed it at 6 and then just a bad bogey at 7.  Did come back there with a birdie, trying to stay in the story.

00:00:40:30
BOB PAPA:  Now, Langer for his 3rd at the 9th.

00:00:40:33
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You know, pitching back in the breeze and, you know, sitting there at the front of the screen, it doesn't really look like you have a lot of green to work with.  But much more than what the player would anticipate, trying to land it over the downslope should take two hops and check.

00:00:40:52
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Like you were in his bag there, Billy-Ray.  Great shot.  Good call.  Just a tap in left there for Bernhard.

00:00:41:05
BOB PAPA:  Lie okay for Ames in the bunker, Billy-Ray?

00:00:41:07
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You know, you'd like it a little closer to the face of the bunker off the upslope and level lie.  It's okay.  Stephen's a fantastic bunker player.  And that looked at least within five feet here.

00:00:41:27
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he really released that.  You hear the sound of the sand.  He released the club head past the hands.  That was a marvelous shot.

00:00:41:36
BOB PAPA:  Good crowds here at Samanah Golf Club, the Jack Nicklaus design, par 72, just under 7400 yards, at the inaugural Morocco Champions.  Brett Quigley started the day 3 back, 5 under, through his opening eight holes, has opened up a three-shot lead over Stephen Ames.  Bernhard Langer has got a short birdie putt.  Paul Broadhurst making a run today, moving up the leader board.  Remember, every dollar counts in the season-long race for the Charles Schwab Cup.  Same could be said for Tom Pernice.  Woody Austin, as well, 4 under today.  Darren Clarke at 3 under.  Sandy Lyle bouncing back after that rough finish yesterday.  Monty going the wrong way.  It felt like that bogey on 18 yesterday, after the birdie at 17, just sent him off kilter a bit.  Now, Quigley, a lengthy birdie putt at the 9th.

00:00:42:30
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, it's gonna be a good two-putt from here.  Comes up the slope, then back downhill turning to the left.

00:00:42:35
PHIL BLACKMAR:  And he's left himself a little work coming back.

00:00:42:39
BOB PAPA:  He's outside of Langer, who still has a birdie putt, and you wonder if that missed chance at 8, so doubt creeps into your mind a little bit.

00:00:42:50
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, as you get towards the turn here and start the second nine, if you're not accustomed to being in this position, things can start to speed up just a little bit.  And oftentimes, Billy-Ray, you don't even notice that they're speeding up.  Nick Faldo talked about how he would try to walk slower and do things slower, because he knew he was really speeding up.  And he tried to go slower so that he was actually going the right speed.  That can happen to you, as a player, right here.

00:00:43:14
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, that's-- you know, someone like Faldo that could recognize that as a player.  A lot of times, as a player, you cannot detect that.

00:00:43:23
BOB PAPA:  If the name Quigley sounds familiar, his uncle, Dana Quigley, an 11-time winner on the PGA Tour Champions, also won a major championship.  Quigley for his par.
00:00:43:44
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  With confidence, Phil.

00:00:43:46
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, it was a good putt.  I think that was a big putt to set up this inward 9.

00:00:43:54
BOB PAPA:  Ames for birdie at the 9th.  So he has cut Quigley's lead now down to 2.  And Langer to try to cash in after that wonderful pitch for his birdie.

00:00:44:11
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And that would get him within 3, with nine to play.  He's come back from that position so many times.

00:00:44:21
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Not much in this one, is there?

00:00:44:23
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  No.  If anything, just left center here.

00:00:44:38
BOB PAPA:  Birdie for Langer.  So Bernhard Langer goes out in 34.  And he's now within 3 of Quigley.

00:00:44:50
PHIL BLACKMAR:  I was taking a look at this pitch.  How much he released that club had passed, used the bounce of the club, and get some spin on it there.  It was beautiful technique.  Well done.

00:00:45:02
BOB PAPA:  Stephen Ames started the day with a 3-shot lead.  Brett Quigley shoots 31 on the opening nine.  He's got a 2-shot lead over Ames, 3 clear of Langer, here at the inaugural Morocco Champions.

00:00:45:28
BOB PAPA:  Back at the 11th, Jose Maria Olazabal trying to save his par.

00:00:45:33
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, and what a save this would be.  Drove it to the right, had to play a shot around a palm tree.  For the 4.

00:00:45:44
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Players taking advantage of this 11th today.  It's the fourth easiest hole in the golf course.

00:00:45:51
BOB PAPA:  Billy-Ray, what's Brett Quigley have left?

00:00:45:53
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He had 146.  I've got to think it's a pitching wedge here.  It's very long with a short end.  I think it's a club he can be aggressive with and not be concerned about going over the green.  Another aggressive swing and a fantastic line, Phil.

00:00:46:06
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he sits a beautiful iron shot.  Look at that one.  Backs it up right in line with the hole.  That's just a tap-in.

00:00:46:16
BOB PAPA:  Meanwhile, Scott Parel, trying to climb up the leader board, has this putt for eagle at the 12th.

00:00:46:23
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he's one of the longest players here on the PGA Tour Champions.  He takes advantage of it.

00:00:46:32
BOB PAPA:  And that gets Scott Parel to within 3, at least for now, with Quigley in tight at 11.  Up ahead at 18, Woody Austin, climbing up the leader board, went out in 35 for a birdie at 18.  And Woody Austin celebrated a birthday earlier this week here in Morocco, finishes with a birdie, comes home in 31, a 66, which has him in sole position of 7th right now.

00:00:47:09
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Just coming down the slope, this putt will move from his left to right.  Here he's steady over the putter, keeps his head very still.  Finally.

00:00:47:24
BOB PAPA:  Wife Kelly looking on, Stephen Ames gets to 13 under, within 1 of the lead.  But Quigley in tight to answer with a birdie of his own here at 11.

00:00:47:41
BOB PAPA:  There is no backing down from Brett Quigley, right now.  His fourth birdie of the day, had an eagle at the 5th, 6 under on his round.  Up at the green, Olazabal for his 3rd, John Cook.

00:00:47:59
JOHN COOK:  Always one of the best at this.  All-timer, gonna go in there nice and low.  If it catches it right, it's gonna have a little check, a little release, and this is beautiful.

00:00:48:12
BOB PAPA:  Back at the 12th, Rod Pampling trying to get to 12 under.  His birdie putt--

00:00:48:16
JOHN COOK:  Rod par 5.

00:00:48:16
BOB PAPA:  Had a nice little pitch there from just short of the green, now five feet.

00:00:48:23
PHIL BLACKMAR:  He pulled down a little bit, John.  That hole reached out and grabbed it.  [chuckles]

00:00:48:28
BOB PAPA:  Now, Jose Maria Olazabal to finish off his birdie at the 12th to get to 10 under.

00:00:48:36
PHIL BLACKMAR:  He's hanging in there.  Even if he doesn't win this week, so important for him to have a good week just to build his belief and confidence.

00:00:48:44
BOB PAPA:  And Langer playing his 3rd out of the green side bunker.

00:00:48:53
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Good lie.  Plenty of green to work with.  Really a nice shot there by Langer.

00:00:49:00
BOB PAPA:  So Langer will have that to get to 12 under and pull within 3 of Quigley.  Scott Parel coming off a bogey at 14, playing his third shot here at 15, 5 off the lead of Quigley.

00:00:49:19
PHIL BLACKMAR:  So he opened the face up quite a bit there, but played a low spinner shot.  That's an excellent shot right there to slip that club through there and get it to check.

00:00:49:30
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I haven't seen any indication of speeding up, getting out of his routine.  I know we keep saying that.  But when a player hasn't been in this position in quite some time, that's the first thing you look at.

00:00:49:45
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, what a save there.

00:00:49:47
BOB PAPA:  How about that?

00:00:49:50
PHIL BLACKMAR:  That is huge to keep some momentum going.  Everybody breathing down his back.

00:00:49:58
BOB PAPA:  Over at 14, par putt for Rod Pampling.

00:00:50:00
JOHN COOK:  Rod had a putt up over that bunker shoulder and gassed it a little bit too much, and now an eight-footer right in the center.  Buried that one.

00:00:50:10
BOB PAPA:  Long birdie putt for Quigley.

00:00:50:14
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Coming up the slope, it's gonna turn hard from right to left.

00:00:50:18
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Look out.  Wow.  Brett Quigley.

00:00:50:21
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Are you kidding me?

00:00:50:27
BOB PAPA:  After the great par save at 13, Quigley with a long birdie, make it 14 and he moves to 16 under.  Over at 16, Scott Parel has this putt for birdie after the eagle at 12 and bogey at 14, and now a birdie at 15.  He's now in a share of third with Langer at 11 under.  Over at 17, bad kick, Cookie, for Jose Maria Olazabal, but a good look for birdie.

00:00:51:03
JOHN COOK:  When I got up to the green, I saw where the ball pitched.  And it was going right at it.  If you've got any decent kick, at all, might gone in again.  But now, 12 feet.

00:00:51:18
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Like the 17th hole in three, the last two days.

00:00:51:23
BOB PAPA:  At 16, third shot for Stephen Ames.

00:00:51:26
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I mean, once this ball gets on the green, he's gonna have to navigate a lot of slope.  Oh, this looks terrific.

00:00:51:39
PHIL BLACKMAR:  And he needed that one, Billy-Ray.

00:00:51:40
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That was a good shot.  I'm telling you, what a play that was.  Well played.

00:00:51:43
BOB PAPA:  Third shot for Olazabal at 18.

00:00:51:45
JOHN COOK:  Just off the front of the green, drove it to the right 65 feet back up the hill, breaking left or right.  Oh, really nice pace.

00:00:52:02
BOB PAPA:  Now back at 17, Stephen Ames for his birdie to pull within 1.
00:00:52:30
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Quigley's 5-footer just became 10.

00:00:52:34
BOB PAPA:  Ames with a birdie at 15, and now at 17, 1 behind Quigley.  And the first tee of Morocco making its debut this week, and they are really making tremendous efforts to grow the game of golf here in Morocco.  On the continent of Africa, only South Africa has more golf courses than the country of Morocco.  Third shot for Langer here at 18.

00:00:53:28
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  As you said, Bob, it's so fun to watch the guy, attention to detail, even coming down the stretch.  Wow, what a play there.  I took a lot at it.  A lot quicker than I anticipated coming off that ridge.

00:00:53:43
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, Ames, somehow, Billy-Ray, he's got to be thinking to give this a chance from back there.  Is there a chance?

00:00:53:48
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  There is a chance.  He's got a very good lie.  He's still-- he was making sure that Langer marked his ball there.  The ball sits on the up slope, perfect lie.  It's not one of those lies that's overly tight.  He's got enough room and enough cushion to slide the club face underneath the ball so he can play it a multitude of shots here.  And he has a ridge just short of the hole.  There's a small mounding and actually, you've got to go up there and play the break right.  I think it's doable, yes.

00:00:54:17
PHIL BLACKMAR:  You've got to pick your trajectory and then you've got to be spot on and nail your trajectory and your landing spot to have a chance to get this in, really a tight lie.  Good close-up here, Billy-Ray.  Got a chance.
00:00:54:40
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It has everyone's attention here at 18 green, also Stephen Ames.  He was on the move.  Thought he had a chance there.

00:00:54:47
BOB PAPA:  What an effort by Stephen Ames with his 3rd at 18.

00:00:54:59
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he was giving it a run.  What a beautiful pitch.

00:00:55:06
BOB PAPA:  He doesn't waste a lot of time, does he?

00:00:55:08
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He does not.  He gets along with the business.  And I believe this putt's a lot quicker than he anticipates, comes up the ridge, just trying to keep the pace correct.

00:00:55:18
PHIL BLACKMAR:  He smoked it pretty good.  That's more than he wanted coming back.  Ouch.

00:00:55:22
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A lot more.  Yeah, he will still be inside the putt of Stephen Ames because he's got a long bar putt, himself.

00:00:55:40
BOB PAPA:  Langer's left a bunch of putts short, just hasn't been as spot on or as normal, a bogey at the 18th.  Langer finishes with a 71 today.  Rob's gonna tie for fifth, with Woody Austin and Jose Maria Olazabal.  Stephen Ames will be next to play for his par, again, trailing by a shot.

00:00:56:14
PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he can amp up the pressure with a make here.  He's only won once in the PGA Tour Champions, up by 1 of Bernhard Langer, back in '17.

00:00:56:47
BOB PAPA:  Heck of an up and down by Stephen Ames to save his par at 18.  A chance to enter the winner's circle.  And there you have it.  Brett Quigley started the day 3 off the pace, and wins here in Morocco, holding off Stephen Ames and Bernhard Langer.

00:00:57:30
JOHN COOK:  That's like a perfect finish for you, B.R.?

00:00:57:33
BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I mean, no playoff, exciting.  I mean--

00:00:57:39
BOB PAPA:  And his good friend, Billy Andrade there to congratulate him.  Brett Quigley.  Not a full-time member of the PGA Tour Champions, until today.  And now he's the winner of the Morocco Champions, 6 under par, 66 and a one-shot win over Stephen Ames.  Awesome stuff for Brett Quigley, and with the win, Brett Quigley moves into second place in the season-long race for the Charles Schwab Cup, with his 320,000-dollar first place check.  And as he said, now he has a place to play.  He's a member of the PGA Tour Champions and a winner in the second event of the year of 2020 Season.  Stephen Ames jumps up to the fifth spot with his second-place finish, and he made a lot of clutch par saves, like the one at 13 and this one at 18, to ensure the victory.  One more look at it.  Brett Quigley.  A little fist pump.  What a day it was.  He went out in 31, comes back in 35, pars at 16, 17 and this clutch par putt at 18, to nail down the victory, as the sun sets on the North Coast of Africa in Morocco.
00:00:59:48
End of Recording
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