KORN FERRY TOUR – THE BAHAMAS GREAT ABACO CLASSIC

00:00:34:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It's high noon on the east coast, a Sunday afternoon in Nassau, Bahamas, the second of 28 events on the Korn Ferry Tour schedule in 2020.  We are in Nassau, the capital and the largest city in the Bahamas, 184 miles southeast from Miami.  The Jack Nicklaus design playing host.  It opened in 2017, a par 72, 7,153 yards.  A glorious day of weather, 74 degrees.  A light breeze coming out of the east-southeast.  So glad you could join us on this Sunday afternoon.  Back-to-back weeks in the Bahamas, Sunday through Wednesday for the fourth consecutive year.  Steve Burkowski with you alongside the Player's Champ Craig Perks.  We'll be calling the action.  Gary Christian down on the golf course.
00:01:24:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  First Round off and running.  We take a look at some of the highlights from earlier today.  And conditions very, very good for scoring.  And this is Marcelo Rozo trying to take advantage.
00:01:34:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Paspallum greens, which they've had last week in Exuma.  But five-mile-an-hour winds this week, as opposed to 35 last week.  And it's such a comfortable speed.  The guys have absolutely raved about the conditions of these greens and this golf course.
00:01:49:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And this is 24-year-old Dawson Armstrong, the pride of Lipscomb University, his first full year out here on the Korn Ferry Tour.  He's off to a good start, as well.
00:02:01:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  He's made a bunch of birdies, which you'd--you'd certainly like to do.
00:02:06:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  How about Ryan Ruffels?  21 years of age from Australia.  This for birdie at 11.
00:02:12:11

CRAIG PERKS:  He really needed that.  At that point, was a couple over par on his round.  The 21-year-old Australian coming off a goodly week last week in Exuma.

00:02:21:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Armstrong trying to do the same at 11.
00:02:28:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ruffels at 15.
00:02:32:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  A good lie.  Enough green to work with. [club swing]
00:02:39:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  In crickets, a difference of about six or eight paces and in the bunker that made all the difference in the world between the two.
00:02:46:00

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, absolutely.
00:02:50:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  India at 16.
00:02:55:05

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, ball just a little above his feet here.  He's gonna have to come over the trees to get it back to this flag.  175 yards left.
00:03:02:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Can he get it up that quickly, Gary?

00:03:06:01

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  I think so. [club swing]
00:03:14:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  What a shot this is.
00:03:16:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Come back down the hill.
00:03:19:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes, indeed.  Gorgeous shot, right over the flag.
00:03:27:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Coletta from just off the green.
00:03:32:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Wipe away the disappointment from the poor wedge shot and try and sort of force one in here.  There you go.
00:03:41:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Chuckle]
00:03:42:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it's a 3.  And it's the first circle on the scorecard today.
00:03:48:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  But maybe you'd pick one up at the par-5 18th, battle back a little bit, build some momentum, and you never know what that leads to.
00:03:59:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We're back at 17, the par 4.  Second shot for Ryan Ruffels.
00:04:04:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Just a short iron for Ryan.  This beautiful, dramatic rock backdrop.  Gonna take this straight at it, I think. [club swing]
00:04:15:08

RYAN RUFFELS:  Oh!

00:04:15:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Dropped it left.
00:04:21:07

CRAIG PERKS:  That's an excellent shot.  You know, that second play, and uphill slightly for that front hole location.
00:04:31:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Yuber.
00:04:33:23

CRAIG PERKS:  He took it around the corner.  So short of second, but significantly uphill. [club swing] You show something yourself and hit a little draw to that left hole location, and you can.  There you go.  Phenomenal golf shot.  Made a triple-bogey on the 2nd hole, the par 5.  Can he finish with an eagle?
00:04:54:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Deserving of a thumbs-up.  You see his father Scott on the bag, there.

00:05:01:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Coletta's third at 18.
00:05:03:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Up the hill.  Can he get it all the way to that back [club swing] hole location in the left-hand corner?  Tough to get good strike when you see he hit that much significantly uphill.  And it was a beauty for the 23-year-old from Australia.
00:05:27:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Watch Rozo get up and down, closes with birdie.  And that's, uh--at least on my list of things when we come out to the Korn Ferry Tour each and every year, it excites me because they all take different paths, but there's still one goal.  They want to hold that card in Portland or in Evansville after the Finals.
00:05:46:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  That sort of sums up the day.  A day that includes six bogeys and a triple.
00:05:55:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  But he's back.
00:05:56:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.
00:05:57:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And playing golf.
00:05:58:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It--you're that competitive.  He doesn't care that he's back.  He's disappointed that he--he's gone out and shot 6 over with that birdie on the final hole.
00:06:13:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Coletta.
00:06:17:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Straight up the hill.  A good wedge shot, and nice birdie.  And good--good finish to the round.  Birdies at 17 and 18 to shoot 4 over.
00:06:29:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And you're right.  The--the competitor never leaves you.  But maybe a day or a week from now, "Hey, I can--I can do it.  And that's a featured group, there in the books here on Day 1.
00:06:47:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Most impressive player this--out of this group today.  And it--and it shows, really.  A blemish at the 4th, where he made a double.  But this would be--

00:07:08:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Maybe a little indecision here?  Look at his caddy.
00:07:10:00

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.
00:07:11:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wondering if, uh, we're on the same page.  Ultimately, he's the one that's gotta--

00:07:14:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  No, you--you--

00:07:15:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --pull the trigger.
00:07:15:08

CRAIG PERKS:  You do have to have the--the final say in this.  He's trying to look it up quickly.  This would be for a sixth birdie of the day to shoot a couple under par.
00:07:32:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Good playing. [clapping]
00:07:36:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Putter just looks right in his hands.  For some, it looks like they're trying to work their way into it.  But for Dawson, it appears to be natural.

00:07:42:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Some look like they're holding onto a snake.
00:07:44:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Laugh]
00:07:45:09

CRAIG PERKS:  He--he looks like he's holding onto a dove.
00:07:49:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We watch [club swing] Whee Kim.  And--and--and Taylor Moore basically had three months out with the collapsed lung because he had gotten violently ill.  And the surgeon and doctors told him, "If you would have gotten on that plane, you might have arrived here very, very differently."
00:08:08:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The 6th, Garber for birdie.
00:08:10:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Up and over the ridge.  And you see sort of a change in coloration.  It'll be downhill from there.  This green's not overly fast.  This Paspallum, uh--

00:08:21:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, yeah.
00:08:21:27

CRAIG PERKS:  --10 on the Stimpmeter.  And great result from Joey.

00:08:25:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Joey Garber rolling it in.
00:08:28:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back on the tee at the par-3 7th, Whee Kim getting ready to go.
00:08:33:29

CRAIG PERKS:  This is--see if you see any similarities between his golf swing and Tiger Woods'. [club swing] That's how he learned to swing the golf club, while watching Ti--uh, "YouTube" videos of Tiger.  He said, "Grip, takeaway, top of the backswing, impact, everything.  He affected me in everything I do in the golf swing."  Heck of a shot, there.  He's got a chance for three straight birdies.
00:09:01:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back out at the 7th, par 3, Joey Garber has this for birdie.
00:09:08:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Looking for three straight here, Steve.  It's only given up four birdies the entire day.
00:09:16:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  That was a moment ago.  Now Whee Kim, after the great tee shot, Craig.
00:09:20:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, we'll give it to him.
00:09:24:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Day 1 coverage of the Bahamas Great Abaco Classic at Baha Mar on Golf Channel. [music] It's been a lot of fun to get things going.  For Gary Christian, Craig Perks, and the entire crew, I'm Steve Burkowski saying so long for now.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:09:47:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Greetings.  And welcome to paradise.  A Monday afternoon, live golf coming your way on the Korn Ferry Tour.  It is the second event of the season in 2020, the Bahamas Great Abaco Classic at Baha Mar, the fourth year this event has been played.  For the first time, Royal Blue Golf Club playing host.  So thanks to them and the PGA Tour for making this event happen.  Considering the damage the Abaco Club had to endure because of Hurricane Dorian.  74 degrees out.  The winds are calm.  Players taking advantage.  So glad you could join us on this Monday.  Steve Burkowski with you next to my partner, the Player's Champ, Craig Perks.  Gary Christian out there watching a couple of our featured groups that we will have for you over the course of the next three hours.  We're on Nassau, about 184 miles southeast of Miami.  One of the great travel destinations in the entire world.  And Craig, already, some good highlights in the books.  Let's take a look at some of the action from earlier today.  How about Camilo Villegas, the 38-year-old, a four-time winner on the PGA Tour?
00:10:55:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It's just great to see him back.  Opened with 69.  And then he was going flag-hunting here at 6, right over the top of the flag.  And he's been out of competition for about 20 months.  Did play last week in wind in Exuma.  He said that probably wasn't the best way to start.  But, uh, good to see him back contending.
00:11:17:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Austin Smotherman after a double at the 1st, this, his third at the par-5 2nd.
00:11:22:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  That's a--that's a nice bounce-back.
00:11:25:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Chuckle] You think?
00:11:26:09

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle] Yeah, absolutely.
00:11:29:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  But if that was nice, [club swing] what about this one?
00:11:32:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Ah, just laid it up to a perfect distance.  Took on this hole location, took it over the flag, straight down the hill.  How about a couple of eagles in a five-hole stretch?
00:11:43:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The 25-year-old, Austin Smotherman from SMU, throw that club.  Why wouldn't you?  You earned it.
00:11:48:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now at the 8th, Davis Riley trying to mount the Monday charge.  This long one for birdie.
00:11:53:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he needs it.  Opened with 75.  This cut's gonna be maybe one or two under par.  But, uh, he's off to a good start Round 2.
00:12:01:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Davis Riley, part of our featured group coverage.  We will show a couple of them throughout the course of the day.  And how about Drew Weaver?  Now five tied for the lead at 8 under par.  Weaver's on the golf course, former member of the U.S. Walker Cup Team.  He is joined by Kennerly, Villegas, and others, as we have a very congested first couple of pages of the Leaderboard, Craig.  Very good condition that has allowed these guys to take advantage. [music]
00:12:33:26

CRAIG PERKS:  This putt's straight down the hill.  I mean, I know these greens are not overly quick.  But you certainly have to be aware how the speed and the slope's gonna affect it.  Right hand barely on the grip.  Left-hand-dominated stroke here.
00:12:59:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, and good putt.
00:13:07:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  As we head over to 10, second for Riley.
00:13:14:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [cheers and clapping] [chuckle]
00:13:14:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, my goodness.  Well, you saw how far that the ball was repelled off the green.  And even with the high-lofted club, brought that in extremely low, into the hill.  And that's an absolute bonus there for Davis.
00:13:32:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  I'm not sure you're supposed to make 2 from down there.
00:13:35:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Cunningham at the 9th.
00:13:42:22

CRAIG PERKS:  That's a good birdie.  I love what you said last week, that you talked to the Coach Pat Goffs, motivated by the impossibility of perfection.  I like that.  Wow.
00:13:56:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He picked the right game. [chuckle]
00:13:57:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes.  Yes.  Absolutely.  It is impossible to perfect this game.  But you should be motivated by trying to.
00:14:08:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Let's go back out at 11.  This is Zalatoris.  And wondering if it--how that back is.  He favored it with that tee shot, Gary.
00:14:17:26

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  He did.  And I'll try and ask him in a little bit.  It's right on the front edge.  But he does have a nice backstop 15 feet behind.  No excuse to come up short here. [club swing] [ball thunk]
00:14:37:23

GOLFER:  Man, I put so much spin on that, too.  Oh.
00:14:43:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now, after the indifferent second shot, according to what Dylan Wu said, he got away with it, and now has a look at birdie.
00:15:06:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Thirteen starts a year ago out here on the Korn Ferry Tour.  Second at the Lincoln Land Championship.  He was actually in Canada ready to play, got the last-minute that he had a spot.  He went.  It changed his season on the Korn Ferry Tour.  And he said, "That's the goal.  If you get a spot, you get a chance to play, you go."
00:15:23:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Shot 65, 63 on the weekend.  This one down the hill, it should be breaking to the right.  Did he read it perfectly?  He did.
00:15:32:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  How about that, Dylan Wu?
00:15:33:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Chunk solid.  25, 30 feet left of the flag, perfect position.
00:15:37:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It adds up to a 3.
00:15:38:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Yep.
00:15:40:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Will Zalatoris, certainly a grin on his face at the very least.  He could have--he could have brought 5, 6, 7 into play.
00:15:48:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  That ball could have gone absolutely anywhere.
00:15:51:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Sometimes you get lucky.  Every once in a while it falls your way.
00:15:55:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Davis Riley.
00:16:00:23

CRAIG PERKS:  This would be a great birdie after the wedge shot up the hill.  Yeah.  Well done. [clapping]
00:16:08:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  23 years of age, a lot of talent for all three of these in our first featured group.  It Monday afternoon in the Caribbean. [music]
00:16:23:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Zalatoris, short one.
00:16:31:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he's--he's in a perfect spot here, Steve.
00:16:33:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  This--

00:16:34:00

CRAIG PERKS:  Down the hill.
00:16:34:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --will get him to 3 under.
00:16:35:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Yep.
00:16:49:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  And even par on the round today.  And a round that's included two bogeys and a double.
00:16:56:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Head over to 15, Zalatoris getting ready for his second.  And Craig, you alluded to it, that he's got the firepower.  David Riley has the firepower.  What does it make you think when they lay back and take their weapon out of their hand?

00:17:10:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, Gary's there.  Uh, he laid it back.  And now looking through some trees to try and get to this flagstick.
00:17:18:16

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, it's interesting that last time we saw him here with a full wedge, he air-mailed the green.  And uphill, sometimes the tendency is to squeeze it a little bit further.  You don't want to do this with this back flag. [club swing]
00:17:37:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  That was a more controlled swing.  Much better.
00:17:39:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Hmm. It had a lot of spin from such a short distance and underneath the hole.  That's an excellent shot.
00:17:48:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Music] Mickey DeMorat, out in 29, 7 under par.  He's now 11 under and leading the way over a handful of players two shots back at minus 8.  Willy Wilcox playing well yet again down in the Bahamas.
00:18:05:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  As we go back over at 17, a long birdie putt upcoming here for Dylan Wu.
00:18:12:12

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Straight uphill for Dylan, but it's straight downwind.  The first time the wind really is affecting things too much.  A fairly exposed green here.  He's got a good 30 feet.
00:18:42:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, he judged it all just perfectly. [cheers and clapping]
00:18:52:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Music] Two-way at the top, Mickey DeMorat, Scott Gutschweski.  They are both 10 under par.  Mickey with four holes remaining in the--his second round.  Willie Wilcox, a big move up the Leaderboard.  64 for Wilcox on a Monday.  Then a host of others giving chase as we scroll through some of the Leaderboards here.  And as a couple of names pop up, who are you intrigued to watch on Tuesday, Craig?

00:19:16:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, first and foremost, I'm intrigued by the current cut lines, 2 under and the lead's at 10.  So everyone who makes the cut is within 8 shots of the lead.  Uh, you know, I think we can show that he could--he's back to the top of his game, where he spent five years on the PGA Tour.  Steven Yeager shot 58 on this Tour.  He's won four times.  So many, you know, great story lines going.  So we're getting here for the first time guys that have played on the PGA Tour, as did Conrad Schindler last year.  It's fascinating to watch, Steve.
00:19:50:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A blend of newcomers and new faces on the Korn Ferry Tour, mixed in with some veterans with PGA Tour experience. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:20:10:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We are thrilled to be down here in paradise, a little slice of paradise.
00:20:21:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Third for Billy Kennerly at 9, almost falling after the eagle 3.
00:20:27:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to Thompson.  See if he can roll this in, get to 12 under.

00:20:31:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  And out in 3 under par.  Remember, he drove in the water at the 2nd, the par 5, was able to save par there.  And now back-to-back birdies and 12 under par.
00:20:44:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  From a little bit earlier in the day, Mickey DeMorat, the 24-year-old.  He started with a one-shot lead.  And speaking of that young man, this was for birdie at 4.
00:20:55:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he did bogey the 1st.  Then he birdied the 2nd, the par 5.  And then he rolled this one in at 4.  So things have turned around nicely for the guy.  Just making his seventh career Korn Ferry start.
00:21:08:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Others giving chase, like, 38-year-old four-time winner on the PGA Tour, Camillo Villegas, that for birdie at 5.
00:21:15:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Terrible start.  Bogeys at 1 and 3.  And that, uh, gave him a little--gave him a little energy, a little fizz in the system.
00:21:23:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  How about DeMorat?  He wasn't done.  This long one at the 5th.
00:21:26:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  And this was very difficult, down a little bowl, up and over a ridge.  You're just really trying to two-putt.  And, "Hey, look what I found."  Eagle 2 at the drivable par 4.
00:21:37:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Why not knock it on that drivable par 4 5th?  Then at 6, the quick step-away.
00:21:44:14

CRAIG PERKS:  How about bogey the first, Steve?  And then play the next five holes in 5 under par.
00:21:49:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Pretty heady stuff for the youngster.  Out of Liberty University, Villegas at the 8th from long range.
00:21:55:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he's got some Air Jordans on.  And that was a long-range 3 from off the green.
00:22:00:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Curtis Thompson co-Medalist at Q School last month.  This for birdie to get to 11 under par.

00:22:07:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Man, if he putts good the way he drives it and can hit his irons, watch out.

00:22:13:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Things are changing, especially the spot at the top.  Mickey DeMorat, triple bogey at the 8th.  And his lead is now gone.  Brandon Harkins, the 33-year-old, with a one-shot advantage over Curtis Thompson and Mickey DeMorat.  That mistake at the long par 4 by DeMorat, things have now opened up for everyone on these first couple of pages of the Leaderboard as we continue our Round 3 coverage.

00:22:41:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We're back at 10.  Second for Wilcox.
00:22:46:08

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, the fairways are so pure this week you can maximize spin from down here.  Slightly back into the wind.
00:22:58:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Didn't quite check like he wanted it to.  I'm surprised.  He's a couple over par on his round today.  Began the day two shots back.  And he's had three Top 4's in his last five starts in these Bahamas events since 2018.  Loves of playing down here in the Caribbean.  So I think today is very surprising for one Will Wilcox, in my opinion.

00:23:24:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A moment ago.  Par-4 13th, third shot for Billy Kennerly.

00:23:28:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, coming out of the rough.  Basically, straight downhill, downwind.  I don't how you hit your second shot up to there.  But showing--showing off his world-class short game.  That was magnificent.

00:23:41:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wilcox up at 11.
00:23:45:16

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Identical line to DeMorat.
00:23:55:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Mmm, early walk.  The hole was going to balk.  And then said, "No.  We'll--we'll accept that."  And it's a good birdie.

00:24:03:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Go back to the green with Villegas.

00:24:05:29

CRAIG PERKS:  World-class 4 here, if he can make this, straight up the hill.  Just hit it firmly enough.
00:24:14:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  He paid the penalty for the poor tee shot.
00:24:22:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now DeMorat at 14, a little bit of work left.
00:24:31:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Just a--it's an absolute shock to the system and some, you know, a 3-shot lead and now four shots behind and in the span of six holes.
00:24:44:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So three birdie putts here at the short par 15--uh, par-4 15 for Billy Kennerly.  Camillo Villegas, Curtis Thompson, Brandon Harkins leading the way, 14 under par.  He's two clear of Greg Yates and Jared Wolfe.  Yates in with 63.  So the competitive course record was shot yesterday.  A couple of 64's.  Now that's gone less than 24 hours later.  So Justin Rose at 65 is long gone, as that was the best, uh, coming into the week.

00:25:14:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Well Will Wilcox beat Justin's course record and had that for about 10 minutes.  And then [name] here came in and tied it.  And now, as you said, Greg Yates go out--goes out and shoots 63.  Uh, I'm not sure, with the forecasted weather and the wind tomorrow, if someone's going to go shoot 62.  But these guys are extremely good.  I wouldn't put it past them.

00:25:37:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  How about Grant Hirschman, Oklahoma Sooner, 8 under 64?  He's at 11 under.  As Kennerly tries to move to 8 under and within 6.

00:25:52:28

CRAIG PERKS:  It's a slower putt.  The slope of this green is from left to right.  So he's putting basically straight back up the foreline, and well, well done.  Fourth birdie today.  Back to even on his round.

00:26:15:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 15, Wilcox gonna walk all the way up to the green, pace it off a bit, Gary?
00:26:23:23

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, Steve, he might be getting his pitch mark.  He hit an absolutely magnificent drive, pitched right on the front edge of the green, almost tip-toed on, and then ran all the way back off on that false front.  It really was a magnificent effort.  Now, uh, an awkward shot from here, shall we say.  A few different choices.

00:26:45:08

CRAIG PERKS:  What's the correct choice, Gary?

00:26:49:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, if we were in the United Kingdom, it would be a run-up shot, because you know exactly how it's going to bounce and run.  But with [word] type of grass, it's tougher.  And I think he's going to run it.  This is--I'm looking forward to seeing this.

00:27:02:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It looks like a 5 or a 6 iron.

00:27:07:16

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Love it.

00:27:13:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Wow.  That is phenomenal.  I love it.  Yeah, I--I agree with Gary.  I--I think it's--it's more difficult because of this Paspallum gra--grass.  It's more spongy.  You're not quite sure how that first bounce is going to react.  But with the--the very low-lofted iron, that was the absolute correct play, and handsomely rewarded.

00:27:34:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Curtis Thompson.
00:27:37:03

CRAIG PERKS:  This would be a great birdie.  Back to 3 under par on his round.  Oh, yeah.  Well done.  There you go.  Get back to 12 under par.  And that right now is just one shot out of the lead.

00:27:56:19

CRAIG PERKS:  When you have the lead for the very first time on this Tour [clapping], and you sort of know what's at stake, do you start to think ahead of yourself and maybe, "Oh, man, I got a chance to win this golf tournament," as you're midway through the third round?  Those are all things you'll reflect upon today.  Just whatever you learn today, just apply it for tomorrow and avoid some of those mistakes in the Final Round.
00:28:18:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Fifty-four holes done.  Eighteen remaining on a Championship Wednesday on the Korn Ferry Tour.  Jared Wolfe will begin that Final Round with a one-shot lead after shooting 65.  Brando Harkins, 66.  He'll be in part of that, uh, final threesome.  Thompson, Hardy, McDaniel, Tarren, Yates all 3 back.  And let's circle back to that Curtis Thompson interview, Craig.  He was open.  He was honest with Gary that it has not always been easy.  How much is that assessment potentially a huge help for him tomorrow?
00:28:47:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, absolutely.  It's going to be huge.  You know, he's played in wind.  He's comfortable playing in wind.  He shot in the 60's today.  And with that right attitude, coupled with the--the talent, um, has he in line to get his very first Korn Ferry Tour win.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:29:10:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Thirty-one-year-old Jared Wolfe began this day with a one-shot lead.  But others giving chase, like, 23-year-old Nick Hardy.  This was for birdie at the par-5 2nd.
00:29:19:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, I'm just looking at the scoring average.  To think yesterday it was two-and-a-half shots under par.  Today it's two-and-a-half shots over.  This--although as you watch Nick Hardy go here at the--the lengthy par 3, there are opportunities available.  But I tell you what.  If you get on the wrong side of the wind, you can be penalized dramatically.  Good shot there from the 23-year-old.

00:29:42:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  This for back-to-back birdies at the 3rd.  Nick Hardy moving to 14 under par, the former standout at the University of Illinois.  Brandon Harkins, he struggled.  He began the day one back. [club swing]  Made a double at the first.  This his second at 4.
00:29:59:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  The guy just played on the PGA Tour the last two years.  You'd think all of that experience would be help, but it wasn't.  A horrific start.  And he's fighting as hard as he can.  Good iron shot.  Good putt.  Gets the birdie to go.
00:30:14:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And a bit of bounce-back for Harkins at 4.  Fifty-four-hole leader, Jared Wolfe.  A great par save at the 1st to settle his nerves.  This for his first birdie of the day.
00:30:27:10

CRAIG PERKS:  He's made a lot of good putts.  He's been rock solid on these greens.
00:30:31:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That was at 5.  He has been steady, solid.  And that is what is expected and demanded on this challenging Final Day with the winds up.  Wolfe with that two-shot lead.  Hirschman, Diaz, Yates, three off the pace.  Shaping up to be a great two or three hours here, as they are heading to the back nine. [music]
00:30:54:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to 9 with Harkins.
00:31:05:26

CRAIG PERKS:  A couple over par on the round today.  He's fallen back to 12 under and four back of that lead.

00:31:14:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A moment ago at 10.  Second for Wolfe.
00:31:21:21

CRAIG PERKS:  All right.  That was magnificent.  Showed how the nerves are completely under control for our leader.  That--and there was a lot going on in that chip, and handled it magnificently.

00:31:30:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now live with Harkins.
00:31:34:18

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, Brandon was very unlucky.  He hit a really good-looking chip.  But it almost stopped immediately.  I was expecting one bounce.  Mmm, there you go.
00:31:44:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he's four back.  And you got to avoid those for par.  Got to get some of those opportunities for birdie.  But a good save.  That tee shot coming well short of the green.
00:32:02:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Greg Yates for Par.
00:32:06:26

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Just a little tester, about four feet.
00:32:16:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Used all of it.  Got it to go.  63 on Tuesday for Yates.  1 under here in the Final Found, three back of this man, Wolfe.  Jared, a couple of feet for his par.  Craig, went out of position from the very first hole with the great par save.
00:32:38:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And Jared Wolfe, Craig, has been everywhere, seen everything, played golf anywhere he had the opportunity to.

00:32:46:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it just--just looking for an opportunity.  These are all great avenues.  You think of the Mackenzie Tour, PGA Tour Canada, to get to the Korn Ferry Tour, Latino America, where he's had the three wins.  You know, you talked about it.  2014 on the Korn Ferry Tour, finished 193rd on the Money List.  2018, he finished 114th.  Best start--best finish was 11th in Louisiana.  And now there he is, right on the cusp.

00:33:13:12

J.J. HENRY:  You know, I think, especially, since it's 30-mile-an-hour winds, and birdies are so important, and potentially, you know, even the leader, even though he's playing great, a foul ball is always lurking. [club swing]
00:33:31:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That's the third for Harkins, as well.
00:33:35:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  That's why I think that probably--the prudent play, if they had a chance to get home--a number to get home, is to get it all the way out to that green.  Because then you take the short--the trouble short, and right out of play.  And you can--if you go left you can utilize the--the entire length of that green.

00:33:53:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Fifty-nine career starts in the last two years on the PGA Tour.  But it was this past season that was most disappointing for the 33-year-old.

00:34:01:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he talked about overworking the last couple of years looking for perfection.  We go back to what Dylan Wu said.  He was motivated by the impossibility of perfection.
00:34:18:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Started the day one back.  Double-bogeyed the 1st, and just hasn't been able to get it back on the rails.

00:34:25:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  There is an expectation.  You play a couple of years on the PGA Tour, and you come back down to the Korn Ferry Tour, you sort of begin the year going, "You know, I--I believe I'm better than anybody else."  And then, you--you know, you put yourself in a great position today as you begin this round, just one back of the lead.  And, uh, it's got to be very frustrating for the 33-year-old to be 2 over par and now 4 back.

00:34:59:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Club swing] Harkin's second on the way.  Best of the bunch.

00:35:07:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Mmm.

00:35:07:21

J.J. HENRY:  Great shot there.  Looked really good from the camera angle we had right behind him.

00:35:14:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up and down at the par-4 13th for Nick Hardy.  That keeps him at 14 under par.  The 23-year-old two-shots off the lead, trying to chase down Jared Wolfe on a Wednesday in the Bahamas. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:35:39:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That was Greg Yates right before, that, a moment ago, Wolfe's third.

00:35:45:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  This helps that it's back into the wind.
00:35:48:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, yeah.

00:35:50:00

CRAIG PERKS:  And he's shown magnificence putting.  And it started all at the first hole.  Remember?  He hit it well right of the green onto the second tee.  And he hit a shot very similar to that.  And you have to pinch that ball so precisely off this Paspallum to check it that quick.  It's, uh--that's an absolute skill.

00:36:07:03

J.J. HENRY:  Sure.  And what--what--what I love about it is, it was an aggressive move through the ball, even on a pitch shot, which is why it had so much spin on it.  And it--it lets you know he's confident.  Sometimes guys around the lead, you might see a little bit right--too much right hand getting involved, or you'll see something that kind of lands short and it doesn't quite have that check.  But he's in control of his golf ball.  It was a beautiful shot, there.  And he's got a little three, four-footer up the hill to save par.

00:36:32:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Harkins sizing this one up for birdie at 13.  And J.J., whether it's the Korn Ferry Tour, or the PGA Tour, what are those Monday Qualifiers like?

00:36:43:08

J.J. HENRY:  You know what--what's crazy about them, there are some players that are just really good at them.  They have the mentality where they know they need to be firing at flagsticks.  Um, and they still don't make mistakes, basically.  It's--it's a different kind of mind set.  Sometimes you see the guys that do Mondays, do really well in tournaments.  Sometimes you see them kind of fizzle out.

00:37:08:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Daniels did hit it into the penalty area.  Long at 14. [club swing] Using the drop zone.  This his third.

00:37:13:29

CRAIG PERKS:  And coming off bogeys at 12 and 13.  So things starting to unravel.  But he's got an outside chance to "save" a bogey.

00:37:24:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Drop back to Wolfe.
00:37:27:29

J.J. HENRY:  Good stroke.

00:37:29:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  Every time he's been just a touch errant, he's been up to respond on the very next shot.  So he's 16 under.  He remains 1 under in the Final Round.  His lead is 2.  And Hardy's got some work left at 14.
00:37:46:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yates for bogey.  Just doesn’t look comfortable, Craig.

00:37:52:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, uh, it's like Greg Norman said last week in Exuma.  Uh, and I really agree with him.  Putting is the most difficult aspect of this game to do when it's blowing 25 mile an hour.  Big burley guy, you probably wouldn't think would get knocked around.  But he lost confidence with some short misses for--for birdie.  And that sort of eroded the--the confidence.

00:38:15:10

J.J. HENRY:  Absolutely.  You're kind of bracing yourself, too, especially when it's gusting.  You think that, you know, the wind is going to maybe hold the ball up on a--on a putt, and, uh, maybe cause it not to break.  And then all of a sudden it stops, and you jam it four or five feet past.  So it's--it's one of those mental component things to it, where if--if you miss a couple of those early, you're just thinking about it the whole round.

00:38:36:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Harkins in with par.  Hanging around, trying to catch the 31-year-old Jared Wolfe, who is bogey free in this Final Round.  He has a two-shot lead, heading to 14. [music]
00:38:58:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The tee shot at the par-3 14th, in the penalty leader for tournament leader Jared Wolfe.  This now his third. [club swing]
00:39:08:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, just trying not to compound the error and make a 4 the best way he can.

00:39:11:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Overlap] How about a 3?  Oh!
00:39:12:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, my gosh. [chuckle] [clapping]
00:39:14:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Are you kidding me?

00:39:16:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Wow.  That was a great bounce forward and then it checked.
00:39:22:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wow.

00:39:24:08

CRAIG PERKS:  And, uh, that would have been the greatest threes you've ever seen.

00:39:31:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Let's go up to 18, par-5 finishing hole.  Marty Dough, who won the first event in the Bahamas in 2019.
00:39:36:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he's looking for his 5th birdie of the round.  Down the hill, breaking to the right.  But he's had six bogeys and a triple.
00:39:51:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  McDaniel at 15.  His second. [club swing]
00:39:54:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, further to the left you go, it gets you a better angle.  Now, it's really struggling to get it all the way to that back hole location, which on 15, is, it's only about three or four paces behind it.
00:40:06:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Billy Kennerly, the round he is putting together today.  This to finish up with up with another birdie.

00:40:13:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Now, this would for 67 today. [clapping] And the low round of the day.  No one else has shot in the 60's that has finished.  And currently, he's jumped up in a tie for 2nd.

00:40:28:26

GOLFER:  I owe you.

00:40:31:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  McDaniel for birdie at 15.
00:40:38:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We go to 18, Zalatoris.  A couple of good ones to this point, Craig.

00:40:42:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Well, make an eagle to finish, shoot 75.  I talked about the great finish last week where he finished 4th.  He's currently inside the Top 25. [clapping] So not the best round on Sunday.  But, uh, has started the season extremely well.

00:40:59:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Music] Jared Wolfe 15 under, a two-shot lead.  Billy Kennerly in at 13 under.  He shot 67.  Has he done enough?  Stay with us to find out. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:41:17:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wolfe's turn, Gary.
00:41:21:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, a pretty good shot to copy, that last one from Harkins.  And it looks like he might be doing something very similar.
00:41:27:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, man.  But hit--made the mistake in the water, and potentially makes a brilliant 4.  And now bounce right back with a birdie 3.  And you can see the intensity, but enjoying the moment.  Got to love that.

00:41:48:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yates 3 over in the Final Round, 9 under, six back. [club swing]
00:41:54:27

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Off a little bit more of a upslope.  Got to be careful with distance control here.

00:42:01:14

CRAIG PERKS:  All right.  So hit the rock behind the green.  Now it careens all the way over back towards the front of the green.
00:42:10:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Stephan Jaeger, long birdie putt.  Has graduated off this Tour to spend time on the PGA Tour.  And awesome.  Call him Mr. 58.

00:42:19:05

CRAIG PERKS:  [Overlap] 58.  Yeah.  Was playing well today.
00:42:23:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The green at 15.  A couple of short birdie putts--short birdie putts upcoming Harkins and Wolfe.
00:42:36:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  If you look at the last two--

00:42:37:27

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, Craig, on a--on a--sorry about that Craig.  Yeah, when you, uh--when you're trying to win a--a tournament in the last round, sometimes you just got to go grab it don't you.  And it looks to me, that shot that Wolfe just hit there may be that shot.

00:42:55:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I couldn't agree with you more, especially after the mistake on the previous hole.  And if you look at Jared holes 15 through 18, he's as good as anyone in the field.  He's 7 under as is Nick Hardy.  And that is better than anybody. So he really has played this stretch extremely well.  You can sort of take comfort in that.  But, uh, I--I'd go back to, uh--I'm gonna--the par save at the first hole, and to make bogey on the previous hole, the hardest hold in the golf course after driving it, or hitting his iron shot in the water, to make it bogey there, and step right up and hit a magnificent iron shot here.  You knock this in, you are deserving of this Championship.

00:43:45:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And this for a bounce-back birdie for Jared Wolfe to once again extend his lead to 3. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:44:11:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It looks like he's been here before, and successfully.

00:44:16:14

CRAIG PERKS:  He has, on a different tour.  One winning three times on Latino America three consecutive years.  Knows how to get it done, obviously.

00:44:24:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Jared Wolfe spent 2014 on the Korn Ferry Tour.  Made 17 starts.  Missed 15 cuts.  He was back out here two years ago, finished 114th on the Money List.  He heads to the 16th hole in the Final Round with a three-shot lead.
00:44:43:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We're going to jump up to the last, par-5 18th.   John VanDerLaan, long eagle putt.  This would get him in at 6 under.
00:44:52:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It just didn't get off to the best start.  He as 4 over through eight.  Threw a couple of birdies in on this back nine.  And did make the cut last week.  Played well in Exuma, 11th.  He's currently around 30th.  So good--good start to this young man's Korn Ferry Tour season. [clapping]
00:45:24:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Part of the journey for the 31-year-old Jared Wolfe includes the work/life balance.  He and his wife, Kelsey, welcomed their first child, Chloe, into the world back on September 1st.  Kelsey and Chloe are watching.  And watch out ladies, Daddy might be coming home with a trophy here soon. [music]
00:46:00:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Jared Wolfe.
00:46:10:14

CRAIG PERKS:  I think with a three-shot lead here you really don't have to take any unnecessary risk.  Aim it pretty much in the center of the green.  If the wind happens to take it over there, fine.  Just try and get the right distance.  Get it hole high. [club swing]
00:46:31:23

JARED WOLFE:  That's a little more aggressive than I wanted.

00:46:35:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Mmm.  And beautiful.  Abbreviated follow-through.  It's a good-looking shot.  Got the bounce forward and up on top.  A gorgeous shot.  More aggressive than he wanted to be, Steve.

00:46:45:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  You start to get the sense that this day belongs to Jared Wolfe.

00:46:48:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.

00:46:48:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  When he hit his approach in there, I heard him tell his caddy, "Well, that's a little more aggressive than I had originally intended."  Things worked out all right.  He's played extremely well.  Solid.  Has caught a break here or there.  Has made the most of it.  This for birdie to extend his lead to 4.

00:47:10:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Just a very, very gentle left-to-right putt.  I certainly wouldn't put it past him popping this one in, would you?

00:47:26:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, beautiful.

00:47:27:14

MALE:  Yeah. [clapping]
00:47:31:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Jared Wolfe getting one step closer.  He has a four-shot lead.  We'll see how he can finish up here at Baha Mar.
00:47:45:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  43-year-old Scott Guttschweski for birdie at 18. [clapping]
00:47:49:29

CRAIG PERKS:  A good way to finish there for the 43-year-old.  And that gets him--

00:47:56:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Inside the Top 10.

00:47:57:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.
00:48:03:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Now, it's time to smile.
00:48:11:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Again, that a second ago.  Now, Greg Yates had two great shots in here.  This to finish up with eagle.
00:48:21:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Can he get one to fall?  Well, of course, you can.  What a way to finish. [clapping]
00:48:26:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Better late than never.
00:48:27:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It gets you to 11 under par.
00:48:35:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  73 for Greg Yates.

00:48:37:12

CRAIG PERKS:  And solo 6th for Mr. Yates, after all the struggles. [chuckle]
00:48:43:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A crazy game, isn't it?
00:48:43:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, it sure is.
00:48:45:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Harkins.
00:48:57:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Another chance for a great 3 here for Brandon.  We documented the mistakes at 1 and 16, the two double-bogeys.  But this now got a chance to get you to 14 under and in a solo possession of 2nd.
00:49:22:26

MALE:  Get in the hole. [cheers and clapping]
00:49:26:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Phenomenal finish from both Harkins and Greg Yates.
00:49:32:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now the stage is set for Jared Wolfe.  A decade ago in Paducah, Kentucky, he was playing in the Irvin Cobb, hit it to four feet on the last hole, and the entire walk to the green he thought, "I'm gonna make 1800 bucks.  What a finish."  And he four-putted.  And he learned right there, don't get ahead of yourself.  Stay in the moment.  He said it was a great learning experience.  A decade later, Jared Wolfe is gonna break through on the Korn Ferry Tour. [cheers and clapping]
00:50:11:17

CRAIG PERKS:  And what a finish.  Birdie.  And one of two guys to go out and shoot in the 60s on a day that was extremely difficult, blustery conditions, scoring average close to 75.  He's never won on this Tour prior to this week.  But it showed all the wins on the Latino America three times in there consecutive years, has really paid handsome dividends for him. [cheers and clapping] As he was so composed and so patient to win for the first time out here.
00:50:43:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The journey has so many peaks and valleys, ups and downs. [cheers and clapping] He became a father last fall, a decade removed from that Irvin Cobb, where all he could think about was the $1800 he would make.  Ten years later, he rolls in that final putt. [music]
00:51:08:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Congratulations to Jared Wolfe.  Wife Kelsey, daughter Chloe, Daddy's coming home with a trophy in hand. [music]
00:52:08:01
End of Recording
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