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2020 The American Express Message Document
Things you should know about the 2020 American Express
1. New year, new… everything: A staple in the California desert since 1960 when Arnold Palmer won the first edition, the Palm Springs-TOUR stop gets a new name, title sponsor and host organization in 2020. A supporter of golf for decades, American Express celebrates its first year as title sponsor of The American Express, as longtime tournament ambassador Phil Mickelson assumes a larger role as official host, with The Mickelson Foundation serving as host organization. Through The Mickelson Foundation, funds raised from the 2020 tournament and beyond will remain in the Coachella Valley to support local charities, building on the $60 million total contributed to the area since the tournament’s inception in 1960.
2. Ok…not everything’s new: The American Express continues to feature one of the most unique formats in golf. In the pro-am format, all participating amateurs will get to play with six PGA TOUR professionals in three official rounds. The low three amateurs in the gross and net divisions after 54 holes will play in round four.
3. Follow the stars: The 2020 field includes a mix of players who have supported the event for a long time, up-and-comers competing for the first time, and an impressive roster of players returning after several years.
· Paul Casey – playing the event for the first time since 2017; marks fourth start of the season
· Tony Finau – returns to the event for first time since 2016; Making his first start of the calendar year
· Rickie Fowler – playing the event for the first time since 2014; made his season debut at Sentry Tournament of Champions (T5)
· Kevin Kisner – reigning WGC-Dell Technologies Match Play champion makes his eight start in the event and his sixth start of the season following a T14 at Sentry Tournament of Champions
· Phil Mickelson – makes his 17th start; is a two-time winner (2002, 2004) and the 2019 runner-up
· Francesco Molinari – playing the event for the first time since 2017; making his first start of the calendar year after a pair of top-25s in the fall (Safeway Open/T23, WGC-HSBC Champions/T22)
· Matthew Wolff – in his second season, the 20-year-old TOUR winner makes his tournament debut
4. Somebody’s closer: Staring down Hall of Famer Phil Mickelson and tournament favorite/Mr. 59 Adam Hadwin (who is notably absent after the birth of his first child on January 8), rookie Adam Long won the 2019 tournament in just his fifth TOUR start with a memorable finish over Mickelson and Hadwin on the final hole.
5. Remembering Pete Dye: One of four PGA TOUR events played on multiple courses, The American Express is played at the iconic PGA West Stadium, PGA West Nicklaus and La Quinta Country Club. PGA West Stadium Course is among the famous golf courses designed by Pete Dye, who passed away on January 9 at age 94.
6. Stay for the music: For the third year, the tournament will host two concerts on the driving range at PGA West following play on Friday and Saturday nights. In 2020, The American Express Concert Series includes rock icon Stevie Nicks (Friday) and country star Luke Bryan (Saturday). Access to the concerts are included for daily ticket holders. 
Pre-Tournament Interviews

Tuesday, January 14
Noon – Paul Casey
Wednesday, January 15

10 a.m. – Phil Mickelson

