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Master Script

(Tease)

THE PRESIDENTS CUP.

A BIENNIAL EVENT ESTABLISHED TO CELEBRATE ALL THAT IS RIGHT WITH THE GAME OF GOLF.

LEADERSHIP…

AND SPORTSMANSHIP.

COMPETITION…

Hicks:  “Chris DiMarco has won the Presidents Cup”

AND COMARADERIE…

2009 BROUGHT THE PRESIDENTS CUP TO SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA AND HISTORIC HARDING PARK WHERE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE COMPETITION’S HISTORY, EACH TEAM WOULD BE CAPTAINED BY A BATTLE TESTED VETERAN.

THE SHARK, GREG NORMAN 

AND FREDDIE ‘BOOM BOOM’ COUPLES 

CALLS:  Couples putt ‘98

TWO ICONIC CAPTAINS CLASH.

TWO POWERHOUSE TEAMS COMPETING WITH CLASS.

NORMAN’S INTERNATIONALS CAME READY TO FIGHT,

SPARKED BY A SOUTH AFRICAN PITBULL WITH PLENTY OF BITE

AND A JAPANESE PHENOM WHO LIVED UP TO THE HYPE

BUT IN THE END NO MATCH FOR AMERICA’S MIGHT.

WITH CAPTAIN COUPLES LEADING THE WAY

THE WORLD’S TOP 3 PLAYERS SIEZED THE DAY

AS MICKELSON, WOODS AND STRICKER TOO

HELPED BRING HOME THE CUP FOR THE RED WHITE AND BLUE.

(Opening Titles for Television Version – wild read)

ROLEX PRESENTS THE 2009 PRESIDENTS CUP

(Early Week)

WEDNESDAY AT THE PRESIDENTS CUP…

A DAY FOR CELEBRATION, AND PREPARATION.

A CRISP AUTUMN CHILL GREETS INTERNATIONAL CAPTAIN’S PICK RYO (eeYO) ISHIKAWA WHO HITS THE RANGE EARLY, A 4-TIME WINNER THIS YEAR IN HIS HOMELAND THE 18 YEAR OLD JAPANESE SENSATION LOOKS TO PROVE HIMSELF ON THE WORLD STAGE..

COUNTDOWN NATS:   3…2…1 blastoff!
EIGHT MILES AWAY AT VISITACION VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL, STUDENTS ONLY A FEW YEARS YOUNGER THAN ISHIKAWA ARE INTRODUCED TO THE GAME AT THE DEDICATION CEREMONY THE FOR FIRST EVER FIRST TEE FACILITY BUILT ON AN URBAN SCHOOL CAMPUS.

COMISSIONER FINCHEM SOT:  In 1997 golf organizations came together to do something about the long term biggest challenge that the game of golf has and that is how to take the game of golf to kids who haven’t historically had access to the game. We now have over 2000 public schools that have a first tee program but nothing in the United States like this facility.”
BACK AT HARDING PARK, INTERNATIONAL TEAM ASSISTANT CAPTAIN FRANK NOBILO OVERSEES THE WEDNESDAY MORNING PRACTICE SESSION.  NO STRANGER TO THE COMPETITION, THE KIWI POSTED 2 POINTS AT ROYAL MELBOURN IN 1998, HELPING THE INTERNATIONALS TO THEIR LONE VICTORY IN THE COMPETITION’S HISTORY.

NOBILO PRESSER SOT:  “I really do think that if we get off to a good start this will be a hell of a match.  We try to make every step that we can to at least hang, or maybe get a lead, cause when we have competed on day one this thing’s gone down to the wire. 
LOOSE AND CONFIDENT, THE HEAVILY FAVORED UNITED STATES TEAM ENTERS THE COMPETITION WITH HISTORY ON ITS SIDE…

STEVE STRICKER NATS:  “Have a good day guys.”
OWNING A 5-1-AND-1 RECORD INCLUDING VICTORIES IN ALL 4 CONTESTS HELD ON U.S. SOIL.

AK SOT:  I just feel a sense of pride and patriotism when I come out here.  You’re not just playing for yourself or your family and friends, but for the country so it’s a tremendous honor and hopefully we’ll make em proud,
WITH THE FIRST TEE SHOT A MERE 24 HOURS AWAY, CAPTAINS GREG NORMAN AND FRED COUPLES SIT DOWN TO DETERMINE THURSDAY’S FOURSOME PAIRINGS…

COUPLES NATS:  “We’re gonna let you go first.

NORMAN NATS:  Oh Really?

COUPLES NATS:  “It’s the most polite thing to do and in Australia in a couple of years I’m sure you’ll do the same.”

GREG NORMAN SOT:  I knew getting on the plane Sunday, that I had a very, very good idea of who wanted to be with who. There's a difference between playing the alternate-shot and the fourball. So you have to take those sensitivities into play

NORMAN NATS:  “We’re gonna put up Weir and Clark.”
COUPLES NATS:  “We’re gonna put up Kim and Mickelson… Mahan and O’Hair.”
NORMAN NATS:  We’ll go Scott and Els… and we’ll go Singh and Allenby. 
COUPLES NATS:  Glover and Cink… Kenny Perry and Zach Johnson
NORMAN NATS: We’ll go Cabrera and Villegas… We’ll go Ogilvy and Ishikawa.
COUPLES NATS:  We’ll go Woods and Stricker… Jim Furyk and 
COUPLES SOT:  we wanted guys where they would like to play. So we tried to get Hunter and Sean out early so they are not looking at score boards, As for Tiger Woods, we felt like we wanted him in the four or five slot.

COUPLES NATS:  “So we’ll see you about 5?”

(Opening Ceremony)
WEDNESDAY CULMINATES WITH THE PRESIDENTS CUP OPENING CEREMONY.
DAN HICKS:  Please join me in welcoming the captains of the 2990 Presidents Cup… Greg Norman of the International Team, and Fred Couples of the United States Team.

NORMAN:  Freddie it’s been a great journey my friend but it stops here.  Our fun is over I cvan tell you that right now nomatter what happens whether the International team wins or the USA team loses we’ve had a great time, so to Freddie and your guys, all the best.
FRED COUPLES:  This is more fun than I could have ever had, these guys are the best I’ve played Greg in the Presidents cup, I’ve played Vijay and Scotty and all the guys over there , just about everybody on their team except maybe Ryo who wasn’t even born when I started playing we have 24 unbelievable guys.  I can’t wait for this to start because to me there’s nothing better than the Presidents Cup.
DAN HICKS:  

PRESIDENT GEORGE H.W. BUSH:

DAN HICKS:  As the captains shake hands over the cup we will officially declare this competition open. (laughter)
ON THE EVE OF THE COMPETITION COUPLES GATHERS THE AMERICANS FOR DINNER AT THE TEAM HOTEL.  JOINING THEM IS CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER.
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER SOT:  “I’m not a golf player.  The last time I had a club in my hand was in Conan the Barbarian.  You’re the greatest athletes in the world, I love sports I come from that background and I just wanted to say congratualtions.
(Thursday)

EARLY THURSDAY MORNING, PRESIDENTS CUP VETERAN MIKE WEIR ARRIVES AHEAD OF THE INTERNATIONALS’ TEAM BUS…

WEIR AT CAR, GETS OUT, ws low angle

GRABS BAG… “Hi guys” to camera

.

…PREPARING FOR THE FIRST MATCH OF THE DAY WITH TEAMMATE TIM CLARK.

Clark, “Cink.”

Cink greets Clark, “Bulldog.”

Clark, “How are you? I tell them, I’m not a bulldog. I’m bulldog, part shih tzu.”

BOTH TEAMS APPEAR RELAXED, IMPERVIOUS TO THE PRESSURES OF THE PRESIDENTS CUP STAGE.

BRIAN HAMMONS INTRO, “At  Harding Park in San Francisco, California, Day One of the Presidents Cup.  Captain Greg Norman and his assistant Frank Nobilo plan to end the U.S. domination in this event. Fred Couples hoping to keep the U.S. undefeated on home soil.”

AZINGER INTRO, “the American team has 18 wins total this year, the International team only has 6 total wins this year. Top 10s for the Americans almost double. The key players for the International team none of them have played that great this year and have zero wins among them.”
ON THE RANGE, A LEGENDARY FIGURE IS ALREADY ON PATROL: SIX-TIME NBA CHAMPION MICHAEL JORDAN, A SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO U.S. CAPTAIN FRED COUPLES. 

KIM SOT, “He’s such a great guy. He makes you feel like he’s just one of the boys. It’s a pretty special feeling from probably the greatest athlete ever.”

AT THE FIRST TEE, FORMER PRESIDENT GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH PERFORMS THE OPENING COIN TOSS, WITH THE U.S. TEAM WINNING THE HONORS.

“Ladies and Gentleman, let’s meet the players for match number one. Representing the international team, From South Africa and Canada, please welcome Tim Clark and Mike Weir.”


“Representing the United States of America, please welcome Anthony Kim and Phil Mickelson. (CHEERS) The United States has the tee, players play away.”

WITH THE 8TH PLAYING OF THE PRESIDENTS CUP OFFICIALLY UNDERWAY, CAPTAINS FRED COUPLES AND GREG NORMAN SET OFF ON A FRIENDLY RIVALRY AT THE HELM OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TEAMS.

IN THE FIRST MATCH OF THE DAY, THERE IS LITTLE SCORING EARLY AS THE INTERNATIONALS HOLD A 1-UP ADVANTAGE THROUGH 12 HOLES – BEFORE THE AMERICANS SEIZE AN OPPORTUNITY AT THE SHORT PAR-4 13TH.

MICKELSON PRESSER SOT, “We felt like at 1-down, if we could just get one little spark to get the round going, that's all we needed. I put one in the fairway there, and he had a short little sand wedge, and he knocked it three feet. 
And we just needed a break, just a little something like that to go our way, and the putt was a non-issue, just a straight-in putt and got us back to even and gave us some momentum heading into the next three holes.” 
 [NATS – Mickelson 13.3, birdie]


Koch call, “safely in, match all square”

GETTING THE SPARK THEY NEEDED, ANTHONY KIM AND PHIL MICKELSON RECORD BIRDIES ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING THREE HOLES.

HAMMOND call, “The putting stroke is working again this week.”

Koch call, “And this match could end right here if Kim were to make this and the Internationals were to miss… That’s in there, what a run – 4 consecutive birdies for the U.S. Team.”

Koch call, “Match is over. U.S.A wins 3&2.”

Azinger call, “That’s a huge point for the U.S. side.”

COUPLES SOT “There are some guys when they go out and play, they know what they’re doing and uh. I like the fight, I like the way Anthony Kim plays. Obviously everyone in the world knows Mickelson is a world beater, but, what a huge win to get us going.”

PAIRED WITH AUSSIE GEOFF OGILVY IN THE 5TH MATCH OF THE DAY, 18 YEAR OLD JAPANESE SENSATION RYO ISHIKAWA IS ABOUT TO RECEIVE A LITTLE BAPTISM BY FIRE AGAINST THE FORMIDIBLE AMERICAN DUO OF STEVE STRICKER AND TIGER WOODS.  

IN THEIR FIRST PAIRING TOGETHER IN INTERNATIONAL TEAM COMPETITION, THE AMERICANS PUT ON A CLINIC AT HARDING PARK.  

Azinger call, “A couple of clutch putts by the Americans to go 1 up after 2 holes.”

AFTER THE INTERNATIONALS POST THEIR 2ND BIRDIE OF THE AFTERNOON AT THE PAR 5 5TH, THE AMERICANS COUNTER WITH ONE OF THEIR OWN…

Koch call, “Count it. Steve Stricker, a nice little smile by Tiger. Oh, you never miss those, do you Steve?”

Azinger, “How do you think Tiger likes have a partner that’s making everything.”

Koch, “That putts almost as well as he does? I’m sure he likes it a lot.”

TIGER PRESSER SOT:  We had Steve putting on every hole, which, trust me, it's a pretty nice feeling to have Steve putting for us. I only hit four putts today, and granted, Steve only had to hit like about six putts and made them all. (Laughter).”

AT THE PAR-3 14TH, ISHIKAWA’S LONG BIRDIE TRY IS THE INTERNATIONALS’ LAST EFFORT TO EXTEND THE MATCH.

CALL:  What a good looking putt

BUT WHERE THE INTERNATIONALS FAIL TO CAPITALIZE, WOODS COMES THROUGH AGAIN FOR THE WIN.

Azinger call, “Exclamation point to finish that off.”

Kelly Tilghman, “6 & 4, thank you very much.”

FOR ISHIKAWA, THE 18-YEAR OLD PHENOM FROM JAPAN, IT IS A HUMBLING PRESIDENTS CUP DEBUT. 

NORMAN SOT “I think it was a great learning curve for Ryo. I said just relax and enjoy it, it’s a learning curve. Every stepping stone in golf sometimes is going to be really easy and sometimes there’s going to be sharp little points on the bottom of it. So, good for him.”

WITH TWO WINS IN THE BOOKS, THE MOMENTUM IS ON THE AMERICAN SIDE AS THE TEAM TAKES THE LEAD IN TWO OF THE REMAINING FOUR MATCHES.

Koch call, “Oh-ho! Read that one perfectly.”

THREE DOWN AFTER FIVE HOLES TO RETEIF GOOSEN AND Y.E. YANG, VETERAN AMERICANS JIM FURYK AND JUSTIN LEONARD RESPOND WITH INSPIRED PLAY.

Koch call, “Looks good, looks good. Oh, Jim Furyk! And that is 4 consecutive holes that the U.S. team has won.”


Koch call, “Nice. So they have fought back from a 3-down deficit… Furyk and Leonard with momentum on their side.

BUT THE INTERNATIONALS QUICKLY COUNTER, AS ERNIE ELS AND ADAM SCOTT DEFEAT HUNTER MAHAN AND SEAN O'HAIR IN 17 HOLES.

IT IS AN IMPORTANT WIN FOR SCOTT – A CAPTAIN’S PICK WHO COMES INTO THE WEEK UNDER SOME SCRUTINY AFTER A DISSAPOINTING ’09 CAMPAIGN.

Azinger call, “some validation right there!”

Kelly Tilghman, “So the International team picks up a point 2&1.”

ELS PRESSER SOT, “…being a captain's pick, I think there's extra pressure on the guys before the first tee shot, I could see Adam was quite riled up, and he nailed it about 350 down the fairway, so I think everything went after that. I think he played awesomely. 

JUST A FEW HOLES BACK, VIJAY SINGH AND ROBERT ALLENBY HAVEN’T TRAILED IN THEIR MATCH ALL DAY, BUT ARE TRYING TO HOLD OFF A CHARGE FROM LUCAS GLOVER AND STEWART CINK.

Koch call, “All right. Another tough team there. These guys were 2 down but they’ve won two in a row.”

ALLENBY PRESSER SOT, we knew that our day was always going to be a tough day playing Lucas Glover and Stewart Cink, both coming off major victories this year even when we were 2-up with four or five holes to go, we knew that it wasn't over until it was over. 
BIRDIES AT THE FINAL TWO HOLES GIVE SINGH AND ALLENBY A 1-UP WIN, AND THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM BRIEFLY TIES THE SCORE AT 2.

Kelly Tilghman call, “Another point for the Internationals. One up for Singh and Allenby.”

FOLLOWING ZACH JOHNSON AND KENNY PERRY'S DEFEAT OF ANGEL CABRERA AND CAMILO VILLEGAS, THE U.S. TAKES A 3-2 ADVANTAGE AND SEEMS POISED TO ADD ANOTHER POINT. 

THE FINAL MATCH OF THE DAY SEES ITS GALLERY GROW, AS MUCH OF THE AMERICAN TEAM BECOMES SPECTATORS.

THROUGH 15 JIM FURYK AND JUSTIN LEONARD HOLD A 2-UP LEAD OVER Y.E. YANG AND RETIEF GOOSEN. IN THE ALTERNATE SHOT FORMAT, IT IS LEONARD WHO HAS THE PUTTING RESPONSIBILITIES ON EACH OF THE FINAL THREE HOLES… WITH BIRDIE OPPORTUNITIES TO CLOSE OUT THE MATCH.

AT THE 18TH, THE 37-YEAR OLD IS IN POSITION ONCE AGAIN TO GIVE HIS TEAM A TWO POINT LEAD AFTER DAY ONE.

Azinger call, “The only guy more nervous than Leonard right now is Furyk, because he left him this.”

Gallery NATS, “Oh!”
Faldo call, “Well there’s your momentum turnaround. A nice shot in the arm for the International team.”
Kelly Tilghman, “The only match of the day that’s halved and in dramatic fashion.”
NORMAN SOT “Proud of my team, really I am. This is a tough format for them and their past experiences and uh, eh we hung in there well. Never do like to see what happened with Justin at the last hole with him missing a short putt, but they made their share out there as well.”

Thursday Leaderboard
AT THE END OF THURSDAY’S FOURSOMES, THE AMERICANS TAKE AN UNSATISFYING 1 POINT LEAD INTO FRIDAY. 

(Friday)
FRIDAY MORNING BRINGS EXCITING NEWS FROM COPENHAGEN, AS THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES THAT GOLF WILL BE A PART OF THE 2016 SUMMER OLYMPICS. 

FINCHEM PRESSER SOT, “

BACK AT HARDING PARK, THE OLYMPIC ANNOUNCEMENT ISN'T THE ONLY NEWSWORTHY DEVELOPMENT. AS THE U.S. TEAM GATHERS FOR BREAKFAST, THEY GET TO VISIT WITH A SAN FRANCISCO LEGEND – HALL OF FAME GIANTS OUTFIELDER WILLIE MAYS. 

NATS IN TEAM ROOM

FRIDAY'S FOUR-BALL MATCHES GET OFF TO AN ENCOURAGING START FOR THE UNITED STATES, AS THEY TAKE THE LEAD IN 5 OF 6 MATCHES EARLY ON. 

TIGER WOODS AND STEVE STRICKER PARTNER ONCE AGAIN FOR THE AMERICAN TEAM – THE NUMBER ONE AND THIRD RANKED PLAYERS IN THE WORLD – AND WASTE LITTLE TIME IN TAKING A 1-UP LEAD AT THE FIRST. 

1.4, chip shot holes out, NATS

WOODS INCREASES THE ADVANTAGE AT THE 8TH. 

Hammons, “Woods and Stricker now 3up.”

STRICKER PRESSER, “Obviously he's playing great. I'm trying to help out as much as I can. It's been a great experience. I'm very comfortable with him out there, and I think he's comfortable with me out there. So I think that's why we are having fun and playing well on top of that.”

Hammons Call, “That’s it. 5 & 3. Couple of blow out wins for that team.”

PAIRED WITH PHIL MICKELSON FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TEAM COMPEPTITION, JUSTIN LEONARD SHOWS NO SIGNS OF A HANGOVER FROM HIS PUTTING WOES OF DAY ONE.

NATS

MATCHED AGAINST RETIEF GOOSEN AND ADAM SCOTT, LEFTY PROVIDES NEARLY ALL THE SCORING FOR HIS TEAM ON THE FRONT NINE WITH FOUR BIRDIES.

Mickelson 7.2, NATS

THE INTERNATIONALS RECORD FOUR BIRDIES OF THEIR OWN AS NEITHER TEAM CAN BUILD MORE THAN A 1UP LEAD.

Rolfing, “That’s a good hole out right there!”

AGAIN, MICKELSON COUNTERS AT THE 8TH.

Kelly Tilghman, “He can putt, too!” Azinger, “Yes he can!”

BUT SCOTT SQUARES THE MATCH AT THE 12TH, THANKS TO HIS TALENTED IRON PLAY.

Scott 12.2, approach to 4’

Koch call, “Beautifully done. Aggressive play… and it plays off.”

TWO HOLES LATER, LEONARD TAKES BACK THE LEAD FOR THE AMERICANS…

Azinger call, “How about that Justin! Nice putt.”

…AND REDEEMS HIMSELF FROM THURSDAY’S STUMBLES, CONVERTING FOR BIRDIE AGAIN AT THE 16TH TO CLOSE OUT THE MATCH WITH A 3&2 WIN.

Azinger call, “Oh, he’s got it! Good stroke for Justin Leonard
LEONARD SOT (3:39:28) "Was pretty disappointed with myself yesterday. But came out today, got off to a good start, And then was able to make a couple putts the last few holes. And, really nice to make that putt here at 16 to close out our match." 

AT THE 5TH HOLE, ASSISTANT U.S. CAPTAINS MICHAEL JORDAN AND JAY HAAS KEEP AN EYE ON THEIR TEAM. 
[pause]

IN THE FOURTH MATCH OF THE DAY, ZACH JOHNSON AND HUNTER MAHAN BRING A 1-UP LEAD TO THE PAR-5… BEFORE CAMILO VILLEGAS SQUARES THE MATCH WITH A BIRDIE.
BUT ON THE FOLLOWING HOLE, MAHAN RECLAIMS THE LEAD FOR THE AMERICANS WITH HIS APPROACH TO 14 INCHES.

Azinger, “Wedge shot dead at it for Hunter Mahan.”
IT WAS A LEAD THAT ZACH JOHNSON AND MAHAN WOULD NOT RELINQUISH THE REST OF THE AFTERNOON, CLOSING OUT THE INTERNATIONALS AT THE 17TH FOR A 2 & 1 VICTORY.

Hammons, “Another point for the United States. 
ZACH JOHNSON SOT  “Fortunately I hit some good shots on 16 and 17 to give myself a chance and you know, finally I made one on 17, which was nice. You know, the International team is loaded, we got to keep our foot to the pedal, because we can’t take it easy there, there’s a lot of golf left.”

IN A PAIRING OF PRESIDENTS CUP ROOKIES, PGA CHAMPION Y.E. YANG AND 18-YEAR OLD RYO ISHIKAWA COMBINE FOR A ROUTE OF KENNY PERRY AND SEAN O’HAIR. 

MORE COMFORTABLE ON DAY TWO OF THE COMPETITION, ISHIKAWA POSTS FOUR BIRDIES IN THEIR FOURBALL MATCH.

Azinger call, “You just have to remind yourself he’s only 18 year old. Unbelievable player.”

YANG FIRES HIS THIRD BIRDIE AT THE 14TH. 

Azinger call, “Yang does it again and Ishikawa’s got a little bit of a swagger today.”

AND FINISHES OFF THE MATCH AT THE FOLLOWING HOLE. 

Hammons call, “Round and round and down. So a point on the board for the Internationals. Ryo Ishikawa and Y.E. Yang a 4 & 3 winner over Kenny Perry and Sean O’Hair.”

RYO ISHIKAWA PRESSER, “I definitely wasn't as nervous as I was yesterday. In a good way, I was relaxed today. But I think Y.E. Yang gave me a lot of good advice today to relax, play your game, play your rhythm, 

RYO ISHIKAWA PRESSER, I think his leadership was huge, and without his leadership, I don't think we could have won today.”
IN CONTROL OF THE TOURNAMENT WITH A TEAM SCORE OF 6 ½ TO 3 ½, THE AMERICANS LOOK TO ADD ANOTHER POINT WITH JIM FURYK AND ANTHONY KIM ONE UP THROUGH 15 HOLES IN THEIR MATCH AGAINST MIKE WEIR AND ERNIE ELS.

BUT THE INTERNATIONALS ARE RESILIENT.

Koch call, “Mike Weir’s birdie squares the match.”
ON THE FOLLOWING HOLE, ELS TURNS THE MATCH IN THEIR FAVOR.

Els 17.3, birdie putt good

Faldo call, “Oh, gutsy.”
ONE UP AFTER THE SOUTH AFRICAN’S BIRDIE, THE SPRITE CANADIAN FINDS HURCULEAN STRENGTH AT THE PAR-5 18TH FROM AN AWKWARD LIE.

Weir 18.2, approach 

Faldo Call, “Oh, what a golf shot.” Call, “Oh my. That got an ataboy for the Captain.”
FURYK AND LEONARD CONCEDE THE EAGLE AND A 2-UP VICTORY GOES TO THE INTERNATIONALS. 

WEIR SOT I was fired up about it and uh, you know I knew what this point meant and I wanted to hit a good shot. Jim was in a great position so I wanted to get something up around the green anyways and for it to get up there was better than I expected but I took it.”

IN THE FINAL MATCH ON THE COURSE AT HARDING PARK FRIDAY AFTERNOON, AMERICANS LUCAS GLOVER AND STEWART CINK MAKE THEIR FINAL BID FOR THE LEAD WITH THE U.S. OPEN CHAMPION’S BIRDIE AT THE 16TH. 

Koch call, “Chipping back up hill and right into the hole. Lucas Glover’s first birdie of the day.”

BUT AT THE 18TH, SOUTH AFRICAN TIM CLARK MATCHES WEIR’S FEAT ON THE HOME HOLE MINUTES EARLIER WITH A TOWERING APPROACH AT THE PAR-5.

Call, “Boy, he got a lot of this one. Staying in the air a long time.”

Faldo, “What a wonderful shot. Vijay will be so happy to see that one.”

Call, “Wow.”

THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BEING THAT CLARK PUTTS OUT FOR EAGLE.

Clark 18.3, eagle putt good

Faldo call, “Brought him to his knees.”

Hammons, “That in the grand scheme of things was huge.”

Hammons, “With that it’s 6 ½ to 5 ½, a one point lead for the U.S.”

CLARK XM POST (5:04:14), "I didn't think it would be me having the putt for the 3 there, I wasn't sure if I could get to the hole but 2 good shots put me in position and just relieved to see that go in." 

(Saturday morning)

Dan Hicks, “We join you bright and early on a brisk overcast Saturday morning at San Francisco’s Harding Park Golf Course – site of the 8th Presidents Cup. where the Americans have forged a one point lead after the first couple of days: 6 matches on Thursday, 6 matches yesterday. We’ve got 10 matches total today on a marathon Saturday.”

BATTING LEAD OFF FOR THE THIRD STRAIGHT SESSION, PHIL MICKLESON PAIRS WITH SEAN O'HAIR IN A MATCH AGAINST RETIEF GOOSEN AND CAMILO VILLEGAS.

ALL SQUARE THROUGH FOUR, THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE MAKES THE MOST OF AN AWKWARD LIE IN THE PRIMARY ROUGH AT HARDING PARK’S 5TH HOLE.

Koch, “How about that! Ho-oh, Phil Mickelson! …It’s amazing how making some putts can just change your entire outlook.”

Koch, “I thought it was interesting that Mickelson saying he wanted to play with Sean O’Hair, he wanted to kind of mentor him along. Try to get him in more of a positive frame of mind.”

AT THE PAR-3 NINTH, THE 27-YEAR OLD MAKES HIS NEWFOUND MENTOR LOOK GOOD. 

Koch, “Oh! An unlikely 2 chip in by Sean O’Hair and Mickelson and O’Hair go 2-up. That looked a little like Mickelson would do.”


THREE HOLES LATER, VILLEGAS LOOKS TO CUT INTO THE AMERICANS LEAD, SETTING UP A BIRDIE WITH AN APPROACH TO INCHES.

NATS

23-FEET AWAY TO MATCH THE COLUMBIAN’S TAP IN BIRDIE, O’HAIR CONTINUES TO IMPRESS ON DAY THREE.

O’Hair 12.3, birdie putt good from 23’

Koch, “And Sean O’Hair answers and look at Mickelson!”

Hicks, “That will do wonders for your confidence.”

TWO MORE BIRDIES CLINCH A THIRD VICTORY FOR MICKELSON ON THE WEEK: THIS MATCH IN DOMINATING FASHION – 5&3 OVER THE INTERNATIONALS – AND PUSHES THE AMERICAN TEAM’S OVERALL LEAD TO TWO POINTS.

O’HAIR SOT “The 0-2 start didn’t feel too good and I was fortunate to have a great pairing today and we played really well.” “Phil was kind of trying to get me to relax on these greens… and I just said you know, listen for it to go in the hole and it did, luckily.”

AFTER SETTLING FOR A HALF IN THEIR OPENING ROUND FOURSOMES MATCH JIM FURYK AND JUSTIN LEONARD 

Furyk 10.3, birdie putt from 16’ good

Miller, “There won’t be a lot of birdies on this hole today.”

Hicks, “You can count one right there for Furyk, 1-up over Els and Scott.”
THE AMERICANS MISS JUST ONE FAIRWAY AND ONE GREEN ALL MORNING IN THEIR MATCH AGAINST ERNIE ELS AND ADAM SCOTT…

AND AFTER 16 HOLES, THE AMERICANS OUTLAST THEIR COUTNERPARTS WITH A 4 & 2 WIN.

LEONARD XM SOT “We just wore them down. And that was our game plan – put the ball in play, keep giving ourselves putts at it. And you know Jim was able to make a few and that made the difference, but really just wear them down.”

Hicks, “Now 18-year old Ryo Ishikawa – a 4-time winner on the Japanese Tour this year – youngest in Presidents Cup history by a long ways but there weren’t many people shaking their heads at this pick. It was Ishikawa who came in here with a lot of wins and good momentum.”

Miller, “He’s got it all: He hits it long, hits a lot of greens in regulation and guess who on the Japanese Tour is number one in putting?”

RYO ISHIKAWA ENTERS THE MORNING FOURSOME MATCHES COMING OFF AN IMPRESSIVE VICTORY ON FRIDAY WITH PGA CHAMPION Y.E. YANG. 

THE TWO PAIR AGAIN ON DAY THREE, AND HOLD THE LEAD ON ALL BUT TWO HOLES IN THEIR MATCH AGAINST KENNY PERRY AND ZACH JOHNSON.

Koch, “Started the year ranked 400-something in the world and now he’s all the way to number 30.”

AT THE 16TH, ISHIKAWA CONVERTS FOR BIRDIE TO CLOSE OUT THE AMERICANS WITH A 3 AND 2 WIN.

Koch, “Nice, so Greg Norman has found a new impressive duo here in Y.E. Yang and Ryo Ishikawa.”
BRITISH OPEN CHAMPION STEWART CINK AND HUNTER MAHAN ARE QUICK TO SCORE IN THEIR MATCH, TAKING A 2-UP LEAD AFTER TWO HOLES. 

BUT THE TIDE QUICKLY TURNS THE OPPOSITE WAY. AT THE 5TH, VIJAY SINGH CLAIMS THE 1-UP LEAD.

Singh 5.4, “how about his putting now?”

AND AT THE 6TH, SINGH’S PARTNER ROBERT ALLENBY KEEPS THE MOMENTUM GOING IN THE INTERNATIONALS DIRECTION.

Hicks call, “And Allenby and Singh have won 3 in a row, looking to make it 4 in a row!”

Miller, “Allenby can flat stripe it.”

AFTER TURNING A 2-DOWN DEFECIT INTO A 2-UP LEAD, SINGH AND ALLENBY MAINTAIN THEIR ADVANTAGE THROUGH THE 17TH HOLE – WHERE BOTH TEAMS TRADE BLOWS.

Hicks, “Another one rolls it in!”

Allenby 17.3, birdie putt good

Hicks call, “This for the halve…How about those birdies.”

WITH THE AMERICANS ON THE PAR-5 18TH GREEN IN TWO, ALLENBY STARES DOWN HIS SECOND CONSECUTIVE PRESSURE PUTT – THIS FOR THE WIN.

CALL, “A big 18th winning hole for Hunter Mahan and Stewart Cink.”

A CONCEDED BIRDIE TO THE AMERICANS HALVES THE MATCH, CURBING ANY MOMENTUM THE INTERNATIONALS HOPED TO GET OUT OF A SECOND VICTORY ON THE DAY. 

MAHAN SOT “We’re playing against some good players and we needed to dig deep the last few holes. We knew there was an opening, we knew if we could just make a few birdies, make a few putts we could put the pressure on them and luckily we did that.”

IN THE FINAL MATCH OF THE MORNING, STEVE STRICKER AND TIGER WOODS PAIR TOGETHER AGAIN AND TAKE THEIR 2-0 RECORD THROUGH TWO DAYS INTO THEIR MATCH AGAINST TIM CLARK AND MIKE WEIR. 
Hicks commentary This is going to be a fun match to watch these guys are probably 2 of the grittiest players. Even though Clark has not won on the PGA TOUR and you know what Mike Weir has done. But, scrappy guys, you have to be that way when you’re just not that big and all the distances guys are hitting it these days, especially Tiger.”

AT THE PAR-3 SECOND, THE UNDERDOG INTERNATIONALS MAKE THEIR FIRST MOVE.

Hicks, “Just the second hole that Stricker and Woods have lost all week so far.”


THEN TAKE THE LEAD ON THE FRONT NINE THANKS TO THEIR STEADY PLAY AND THE AMERICANS’ SUDDENLY QUIET PUTTERS.

Hicks, “All of a sudden Clark and Weir are 2-up. Huge match going here for Greg Norman, going his way.”

BUT AT THE 13TH, THE AMERICANS CUT THE LEAD TO ONE ON STRICKER’S APPROACH.

Maltbie, “This is a good looking shot here.”
Koch, “Yes it is.”

Hicks (11:04:59), “The momentum has switched.”

ONE DOWN WITH 2 TO PLAY, WOODS PULLS DRIVER AT THE SHORT PAR 4 17TH.
call… Hicks/Miller mighty casey
PLAYING TO THEIR STRENGHT, THE INTERNATIONALS PLAY SMALL BALL PUTTING THE PRESSURE BACK ON THE AMERICANS

call… CLARK 17.2.

CALL Stricker 17 bunker shot

Call they could lose.

Hicks call, “Tiger finally got it to the hole!”

Hicks call, “So now the pressure shifts on Weir from just outside 5 feet… Nooo, what a turnaround!”

AT THE 18TH, WOODS UNLEASHES A MAMMOTH 2ND SHOT ON THE PAR-5.

Maltbie, “It’s right at the flag.”

Hicks, “How about that reaction! How about that result!?”

IN SPITE OF WEIR AND CLARK’S HEROICS ON THE 18TH HOLE OVER THE FIRST TWO DAYS, THEY HAVE NO ANSWER SATURDAY MORNING.

Hicks, “Stricker and Tiger remain perfect.”
Miller, “That is a tough loss for Norman.”

Hicks (12:10:50), “The United States ahead now by 3 points.” Or (12:11:02), “In the end the Americans have made it a 3 point lead.”

STRICKER INTERVIEW “He kept telling me, we’re going to win this match, we’re going to turn this thing and get the crowd on our side and… believing is one thing and he pulled some great shots off at the end.”

(Saturday Afternoon)
A MERE 20 MINUTES AFTER HIS DISHEARTENING DEFEAT IN THE MORNING FORESOMES, A STOIC MIKE WEIR RETURNS TO THE FIRST TEE.  

MILLER:  HARD TO WATCH

HICKS:  TEAMED WITH THE BIG EASY
PLAYING AGAINST JUSTIN LEONARD AND ZACH JOHNSON, WEIR SEEMS DETERMINED TO GET RETRIBUTION AS HE BIRDIES 3 OF THE FIRST 5 HOLES TO GIVE THE INTERNATIONALS A 2 UP LEAD MUCH TO THE DELIGHT OF HIS CAPTAIN.

CALL:  

NORMAN’S INTERNATIONAL SQUAD PLAYS INSPIRED GOLF IN THE EARLY GOING AS ROBERT ALLENBY AND GEOFF OGILVY GO 3 UP THRU 7 

HOCH:  HOW ABOUT THAT ONE.

OVER STEWART CINK AND LUCAS GLOVER.

ALLENBY SOT:  “MAKE MISTAKES REALLY”

AFTER SITTING OUT THE MORNING FOURSOMES, A SLUGGISH ANTHONY KIM CAN’T SEEM TO FIND HIS RHYTHM, BUT THE CLUTCH PUTTING OF HIS VETERAN PARTNER JIM FURYK KEEPS THE AMERICANS ALL SQUARE WITH ADAM SCOTT AND ANGEL CABRERA AT THE TURN.

KIM SOT:  ALL JIM

A VETERAN OF 7 PRESIDENTS CUPS, ERNIE ELS KEEPS THE PRESSURE ON JOHNSON AND LEONARD WITH 3 BIRDIES IN A 4 HOLE STRETCH AS HE AND WEIR CRUISE TO A 5 AND 3 VICTORY.

WEIR POST:  

WITH FOUR BIRDIES ON THEIR BACK NINE ALLENBY AND OGLIVY EARN THE INTERNATIONALS THEIR 2ND POINT OF THE AFTERNOON SESSION, NARROWING THE OVERALL LEAD TO A SINGLE POINT, BEFORE A SUDDENLY RESURGENT KIM TAKES CONTROL OF THE MATCH WITH CABRERA AND SCOTT.

Calls
Jim furyk sot

THE MARQUE MATCH OF THE AFTER NOON SESSION FEATURES A PAIR OF UNBEATEN TEAMS AS THE 3-0 DUO OF STRICKER AND WOODS FACES THE 2-0 TEAM OF ISHIKAWA AND YANG.

1ST TEE ANNC WOODS ISHIKAWA
ALL SQUARE THROUGH 2 IT IS STRICKER WHO STRIKES THE FIRST BLOW FOR THE AMERICANS, TAKING A ONE UP LEAD WITH A BIRDIE AT THE THIRD.

THE FINAL MATCH OF THE DAY PITS PHIL MICKELSON AND SEAN O’HAIR AGAINST VIJAY SINGH AND INTERNATIONAL SPARKPLUG TIM CLARK.

AFTER MATCHING MICKELSON’S BIRDIE TO HALVE THE FIRST, SINGH GIVES THE INTERNATIONAL’S A 1 UP ADVANTAGE WITH HIS TOWERING APPROACH TO THE PAR 3 2ND.

FIVE HOLES LATER THE SOUTH AFRICAN ADDS A BIRDIE OF HIS OWN TO INCREASE THE ADVANTAGE.

CALL:

ONE GROUP AHEAD A STREAKING STRICKER SEIZES CONTROL OF HIS MATCH WITH AN UNPRECEDENTED BIRDIE BINGE THAT RELEGATES THE WORLD’S NUMBER TO THE ROLE OF SPECTATOR.

CALLS:

TIGER SOT:  CHEERLEADER
SIX DOWN WITH 6 TO PLAY, THE INTERNATIONALS FIGHT BACK.  AFTER YANG STAVES OFF ELIMINATION WITH A BIRDIE AT 13, ISHIKAWA KEEPS HOPE ALIVE WITH ANOTHER ONE HOLE LATER.

Robert Allenby SOT
Tiger Woods SOT 
30 FEET AWAY ON THE PAR 4 15TH ISHIKAWA COMES UP BIG AGAIN.

STRICKER SOT:  TIGER SAID JUST WIN HOLE AND WE WIN
AT 16, WOODS CLOSES THE DOOR WITH A TYPICALLY TIGERESQUE APPROACH TO THE PAR 4.

CALLS

CALL ON ISHIKAWA MISS MATCH ENDS
ALL SQUARE THROUGH 13 IN THE FINAL MATCH ON THE COURSE, TIM CLARK LOOKS TO TAKE THE LEAD WITH A KICK IN BIRDIE AT THE PAR 3 14TH.

BUT MICKELSON HAS OTHER IDEAS.

O’HAIR SOT:  HE’S GREAT.

ALL SQUARE AT THE LAST, MICKELSON HAS ONE FINAL CHANCE TO WIN THE MATCH FOR THE AMERICANS.

CALLS
(Sunday)
HICKS OPEN:  

STEVE STRICKER: a little momentum, and increase our lead, it was a big deal and it's still going to be tough and we've got to keep grinding it out and keep moving forward. 


ALLENBY SOT

I think coming in here this week, we have all had, in the back of our mind, that we have got to come here and play pretty hard. These guys are the best in the world, there's 12 matches out there and anything can happen. We are really close and it would be a great story if we pull it off and get a win, that's for sure. 


JIM FURYK: Never safe. I think we all like our position, but we still realize that you have to play well and you have to get the job done. 


Annc:  mahan AND villegas

AFTER OPENING WITH A PAIR OF BOGIES TO GO 2 DOWN IN HIS MATCH WITH CAMILO VILLEGAS, HUNTER MAHAN GETS ONE BACK AT THE PAR 5 5TH.

CALL
BUT 2 HOLES LATER, THE COLOMBIAN DIALS LONG DISTANCE TO RECLAIM HIS LEAD.

IN HIS MATCH AGAINST ZACH JOHNSON INTERNATIONAL TEAM MVP TIM CLARK CONTINUES TO SHRED HARDING PARK WITH A BIRDIE AT THE FIRST TO GO ONE UP.

CALL:

BUT GREG NORMAN’S PITTBULL IS JUST GETTING STARTED.

CALLS ON CLARK AMAZING RUN

ALL SQUARE IN HIS MATCH WITH ADAM SCOTT, STEWART CINK GRABS A 1 UP LEAD WITH A PINSEEKING MISSILE AT THE PAR 3 2ND.

BUT THE CAPTAIN’S PICK GETS IT BACK TO ALL SQUARE JUST ONE HOLE LATER

CALL:

PLAYING A VETERAN 31 YEARS HIS SENIOR, NORMAN’S OTHER CAPTAIN’S PICK RYO ISHIKAWA KEEPS PACE WITH KENNY PERRY THANKS IN NO SMALL PART TO HIS SMOOTH PUTTING STROKE

CALL

BUT AS THE INTERNATIONAL START TO MOUNT THEIR COMEBACK, THE AMERICANS PROVE UP TO THE CHALLENGE

INT’L BIRDIE, AMERICANS HALVE

AND AS THE MORNING PROGRESSES IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT THE DEFICIT IS TOO MUCH TO OVERCOME.

CALLS, AMERICANS DOMINATING

CALL:  CINK MATCH ENDS

CALL:  MAHAN MATCH ENDS

CALL:  KIM MATCH ENDS

CALL O’HAIR MATCH ENDS

IN THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED REMATCH OF THE PGA CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL PAIRING, TIGER WOODS PUNISHES Y.E. YANG TAKING A 5 UP LEAD THROUGH 11.

CALLS:  TIGER DOMINTATE
AT THE PAR 4 13TH AN ERRANT DRIVE PROVIDES THE PLATFORM FOR A YET ANOTHER SIGNATURE SHOT, 

CALLS:
SOTS
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