PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS – SANFORD INTERNATIONAL

00:00:32:04

WHIT WATSON:  Blustery conditions greeting the field for Day One of the Sanford International.  Second year of this event on the PGA Tour Champions.  We're at Minnehaha Country Club in Sioux Falls, South Dakota for the 22nd of 27 events on the PGA Tour Champions this year.  Whit Watson with Lanny Watkins.  And Woody Austin for birdie at the 9th.
00:00:52:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Coming off a really nice week last week.  Good second shot in here. [clapping] And just buries it from 12 feet.
00:00:59:01

WHIT WATSON:  Austin getting to 3 under par.  Colin Montgomerie at 16, the par 5.  He started his day on the 10th.
00:01:05:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Puts it just over the edge of the green in two.  And going with putter.  And really well-judged there by Monty.  It leaves him an easy tap-in birdie. [clapping]
00:01:13:19

WHIT WATSON:  He would get to 4 under, but then drop a shot at 18 when he was making the turn.  Here is Kirk Triplett for birdie at 12.
00:01:20:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Doing what he does best.  And that's roll that putter one more time, Kirk, right in the middle from 14 feet.
00:01:26:12

WHIT WATSON:  That got him to 2 under par.  And that is where he stands, along with Stephen Ames, who just made birdie at the 14th.  Colin Montgomerie at 3 under par with a one-stroke advantage, as the winds blow across the golf course here in Sioux Falls.
00:01:46:18

WHIT WATSON:  Go back to the 12th, scoring average, 72.2.  It's a par 70 layout.  So that gives you an idea of the difficulty.
00:01:55:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  I mean, and some elevation changes.  Tough to control, uh--you know, it's tough to gauge the distance.  Uh, if you can't hit it downstairs, uh, and really know what you're doing hitting it low.  Uh, maybe guys that grew up in West Texas, you know, would have a little bit more of an advantage.  But, uh, you've got to be able to control it around here when it blows this hard.  Then again, putting becomes very difficult.
00:02:18:27

WHIT WATSON:  Billy-Ray has played in a few windy days in his life.
00:02:22:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And it's, uh, one of these days here that I wasn't very good.  Sometimes I--people ask me what I did.  I said, "I looked for the shortest route back to the clubhouse." [chuckle]

00:02:30:21

WHIT WATSON:  [Chuckle]
00:02:32:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Days like today.  Now, Jerry Kelly with his 3rd ball sitting down.  Greens running at the start of the day 11 on the Stimpmeter.  But with this wind, they have increased in speed.  This little pitch coming down the hill.
00:02:46:01

LANNY WADKINS:  And good--good shot.  Well done.  Just did not keep it high enough.  But it makes for a simple birdie.
00:02:52:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to 13 now, and Tom Lehman for birdie.  And Lanny, he grew up in conditions like this in Minnesota, playing in the wind.  He said that's where he developed his hook.
00:03:00:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, understandable.  You're trying to hit it down, the--the thing you're gonna do is--is cover and try and drive it.  So you're probably gonna learn to hit a hook.  And he also learned to putt when he was there. [clapping]
00:03:12:21

MALE:  Nice birdie.
00:03:13:18

TOM LEHMAN:  Oh, thank you.
00:03:16:05

WHIT WATSON:  Love has still managed to find a couple here big.
00:03:19:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He certainly has, here at the 13th. [club swing]
00:03:22:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And Davis Love, that second shot on the way.  Had to thread the needle there from 172.  Had a decent lie in the right rough.  This ball might chase up here.
00:03:30:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Look at that shot.  What a wonderful shot there.
00:03:34:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It looks like the 5th may be protected a little bit, right there.
00:03:43:06

MALE:  Yeah. [clapping]
00:03:44:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A nice up-and-down for Montgomerie.  Colin Montgomerie finding solace in the wind here in the early going of the first round.
00:03:55:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Jerry Kelly, his third shot.
00:03:57:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Ball's sitting down below his feet.  Trying to hoist it over that little ridge and let it run out.
00:04:04:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, that was a good result.  He played it with a square club face.  It didn't really look like he opened it up too much.  He probably used his 60, or--

00:04:12:13

WHIT WATSON:  A good look at what these players face for the second shot.  There is water on 10 holes here at Minnehaha Country Club, including each of the first five.
00:04:24:09

LANNY WADKINS:  A great angle here for Tom Lehman, up the right side of the fairway.
00:04:27:13

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.
00:04:27:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Especially with that wind coming over his [club swing] shoulder on the left side.
00:04:30:15

JOHN COOK:  That it is.  From 118, he just needs to fly it about 110.  That little muffin right there.
00:04:36:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Didn't get over it, Cookie.  Just needed to carry that about three steps further, it would have been excellent.
00:04:46:28

WHIT WATSON:  Well, Scott McCarron, you could see why he was telling that golf ball to "whoa."  That was--[chuckle] that an iron off the tee.  And he almost ran out of fairway here.
00:04:56:05

JOHN COOK:  He had 285 all the way through.  Now just 102.  And I think, uh, what Lanny forgot to mention back there when he beat me in Hawaii, [club swing] he beat the field by about six shots that day.
00:05:06:22

SCOTT MCCARRON:  Get up.  Get up.
00:05:10:12

MALE:  All right, Scotty.  Good shot.
00:05:10:15

SCOTT MCCARRON:  Thanks.

00:05:10:22

LANNY WADKINS:  And I will say that Cookie did come back and win that tournament the next year.
00:05:14:05

WHIT WATSON:  There you go.  High motivation.
00:05:22:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Kelly for par at 13. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:05:28:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Phil, that's one reason he played so well and won last week.  He was phenomenal around the greens, was Jerry Kelly.

00:05:34:10

WHIT WATSON:  Back over to 16, the par 5.  Triplett finds the greenside bunker.  Or it grabbed on him.
00:05:42:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah. [clapping] It didn't sound the best strike.  It didn't have that little "thump" sound you like to hear.  But it--

00:05:48:12

WHIT WATSON:  Over to the 6th, a par 3.  There are three par 3s on the front nine, par 34.  Monty cruising along.  He is at 2 under after a dropped shot at the 4th.  So only one shot off the lead.  Today is a war of attrition for these players.  Just try to keep it in the field of play. [club swing]
00:06:16:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Monty hitting a little cut in there.  Is it right at it or just a hair right?  A little short.
00:06:21:17

WHIT WATSON:  Yep.
MALE:

Nice golf shot. [clapping]
00:06:24:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Good strike there by Monty.
00:06:27:03

WHIT WATSON:  Now Woody Austin's ready for his third at 16.
00:06:33:20

LANNY WADKINS:  You might as well steal an eagle if you get a chance.  Good try.  It kind of hopped on him coming out of that fringe. [clapping]
00:06:44:19

WHIT WATSON:  Austin currently 9th on the Money List.  Still looking for his first win of the year.
00:06:56:02

WHIT WATSON:  We take you to 18.  And that is Jeff Sluman for a birdie. [cheers and clapping]
00:07:00:10

LANNY WADKINS:  He played a beautiful little second shot in here.  Landed it right at the crest, killed it downwind, and stopped close.
00:07:10:04

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 17.
00:07:10:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Triplett for birdie.
00:07:14:18

LANNY WADKINS:  He even has the beautiful rhythm on the putting stroke. [cheers and clapping]
00:07:19:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And that gets him to 4 under par.
00:07:22:20

LANNY WADKINS:  And we just saw him miss a little one not long ago on about 14 or 15.  It couldn't have been more than about three or four feet for birdie.
00:07:30:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And how about that stretch?  He's 5 under on his last nine holes in these conditions.  That's some awfully good playing.
00:07:36:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, there's a guy with great rhythm, and an excellent putter.  And like I said, he--he's kind of one of these guys that makes a swing, or makes a stroke, and the ball just happens to be there and get in the way.
00:07:46:26
PHIL BLACKMAR:  [Overlap] Happens to be in that spot.  Yeah.
00:07:48:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.
00:07:49:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And we're back to the 15th.  Third shot for McCarron.
00:07:51:19

JOHN COOK:  And what a frustrating little hole this has gotten to be, Phil.  He drove it up the left, really had no--no shot at the green.  Left it short.  And now this one's--it's barely staying on.
00:08:03:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He'd better mark it in a hurry.  That wind'll blow it right off.  This hole drivable today.  It's playing over par, to your point, John.
00:08:14:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And now David Toms with his third.
00:08:16:20

JOHN COOK:  David drove it to the right.  Actually, unluckily, hit, like, a--a gallery stake, and didn't have any play at all to get it on the green.  He rolled it over the back.  And this little hole is just biting you.
00:08:32:10

WHIT WATSON:  Up at 18, Woody Austin has a birdie putt.
00:08:35:13

LANNY WADKINS:  After a really big tee shot to the downslope.  Played a wonderful little pitch that's just underneath the flag. [cheers and clapping] And takes advantage of it.
00:08:44:27

WHIT WATSON:  A bounce-back birdie at 18, after bogey at 17.  And he'll post 68.  And that's good playing today.
00:08:51:07

LANNY WADKINS:  He's been playing well.  I mean, he hits a lot of--he's a good striker of the ball.  And that's what you've got to be in conditions like this.  Not surprising to see Woody Austin near the top of the Leaderboard.

00:09:01:09

WHIT WATSON:  As we go to 7.
00:09:02:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Montgomery for par.
00:09:05:18

CROWD:  Oh!

00:09:06:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Dear.  He had it to 4 under through his first seven holes today.  But now has given three back.  That bumps him to 1 under [clapping] with a couple to go.
00:09:17:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 15th, now, Lehman for birdie.
00:09:19:07

JOHN COOK:  And the only birdie putt in this group, Phil.  Now going back down the hill, moving left-to-right.
00:09:25:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It just goes to show, you don't have to have a really long hole to have a challenging hole.
00:09:30:16

JOHN COOK:  No.  The ego in the professional golfers say, "If it's downwind and it's drivable, we're going."
00:09:35:27

WHIT WATSON:  Kirk Triplett hit a brilliant shot at the 18th.  This is for birdie.
00:09:39:06

LANNY WADKINS:  He did.  He gets in here at about 10 feet, just right of the flag.
00:09:43:07

CROWD:  Oh!

00:09:43:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh.  He hits it through the break.  What a good-looking putt.  And he just carried a little too much pace.
00:09:51:09

WHIT WATSON:  We've seen quite a few players miss that putt on that side. [clapping]
00:09:56:26

LANNY WADKINS:  When he has that putter rolling, it looks like he's gonna make everything he hits.  That a great round of golf today by Kirk Triplett.
00:10:08:07

WHIT WATSON:  Scott McCarron's second shot at 16. [club swing]
00:10:11:08

JOHN COOK:  From 130, straight downwind.  Just needs to fly it about 120.
00:10:16:24

LANNY WADKINS:  And this is a par 5, folks.  So it's a great shot there by McCarron.
00:10:20:24

JOHN COOK:  That's a good leave.  A little uphill putt.  Perfect.
00:10:25:15

WHIT WATSON:  Back to the 16th, which, as Lanny points out, is a par 5.  I cannot wait to hear what Tom Lehman has left.
00:10:32:26

JOHN COOK:  119.
00:10:33:02

LANNY WADKINS:  [Laugh]
00:10:33:23

WHIT WATSON:  Oh, come on.
00:10:35:06

JOHN COOK:  Yeah.  This is big boy stuff, right here.  This is 400-yard-plus drives, right here.  Back downwind.  He's taken out that gap wedge. [club swing] He's gonna send it up in the air.  Will try to spin it.  I don't think he caught this very solid, though.
00:10:52:26

LANNY WADKINS:  It worked out pretty well, though.
00:10:54:17

JOHN COOK:  I think it looked--it--it looked like one of those kind of risers up the face, or just kind of those loopers.  But it turned out all right.
00:11:02:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Goosen for birdie now at the 15th.
00:11:04:16

LANNY WADKINS:  This is the one that Triplett missed earlier.  And he started it at about left center, and it moved out of the hole.  So it's gonna be left edge, at least, for Goosen. [clapping]
00:11:15:07

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That thing really broke hard.  He had some speed on it, too, didn't it?
00:11:17:04

LANNY WADKINS:  He did.  I--and that's why I was surprised.  I mean, when I saw Triplett miss it, because Kirk's a good green reader and putter, so he had to really--I think the wind had a lot to do with that.
00:11:28:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Kelly now--

00:11:30:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  All right.
00:11:30:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --saving room for birdie?
00:11:32:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Two birdies here at 15.  They figured this hole out, Phil.
00:11:34:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  They did.  The group before struggled.  This group handled it nicely.
00:11:39:14

WHIT WATSON:  Steve Flesch for birdie at the 18th.  He's playing some good golf these days.
00:11:43:22

LANNY WADKINS:  He really has.  Needs one here.  I think 1 over would be a nice score.  Good pace. [cheers and clapping] There you go.
00:11:54:16

WHIT WATSON:  Back-to-back Top 3 finishes on the PGA Tour Champions for Steve Flesch.
00:11:59:06

LANNY WADKINS:  He just seems like a guy that's due a win, as well as he plays.
00:12:03:01

WHIT WATSON:  Solo 3rd in Calgary.  Tied for 3rd last week at that Allied Challenge.
00:12:07:01

WHIT WATSON:  Kirk Triplett, that 66 is looking better and better.
00:12:16:19

MALE:  Get in there, little buddy.
00:12:18:24

CROWD:  Oh!

00:12:19:22

WHIT WATSON:  As Lehman's eagle putt just burns the edge.
00:12:24:17

WHIT WATSON:  It's that time of year, hunting season.  In fact, some of the players here went out on a, uh, pheasant hunt. [clapping]

00:12:33:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  15 now.  Gillis for birdie.  He's been playing very well lately.  7th last week, 4th at the Shaw Classic.  And that gets him to a couple under on his round today. [clapping] And great shot--shape once again.
00:12:48:27

LANNY WADKINS:  And he's got a good ball flight for this--this wind conditions.  He hits a very flat ball flight.
00:12:55:07

WHIT WATSON:  Now Jerry Kelly's gonna have a birdie putt.
00:12:58:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  This is one of these putts, Lanny, it's interesting to watch Jerry.  Uh, he has a shorter backstroke, pretty quick.  And--and more times than not, a lot of movement after contact.
00:13:08:26

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle] "A lot of movement after contact."  I like that.
00:13:14:14

MALE:  Oh. [clapping]
00:13:15:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I'd say pretty steady on that one.
00:13:17:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He heard you.
00:13:26:23

WHIT WATSON:  And now Goosen for a two-putt birdie.
00:13:31:26

LANNY WADKINS:  It gets him back to 1 over.  So all of a sudden--you know, he was, uh, 3 over, at least, earlier.  So he's kind of fought his way back a little bit. [clapping] That gets him where a good round tomorrow gets right in the middle of things.
00:13:49:08

WHIT WATSON:  Tom Lehman just obliterated this tee shot at 18.

00:13:53:05

JOHN COOK:  75 all, all in. [club swing] He's gonna go down low, try to skip it up that hill.  That's just what he's done.  A little check release.
00:14:01:21

LANNY WADKINS:  And like you said, he's got a backstop.  That was really well-played. [clapping] That's exactly the kind of shot he had to play.  And he played it very nicely.
00:14:11:15

WHIT WATSON:  Tom Gillis now for birdie at 16.
00:14:16:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Front left edge.  Oh, that's well done, there. [clapping] Good putt.  That was not easy in these conditions.
00:14:36:10

WHIT WATSON:  Now Goosen for birdie.
00:14:38:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And coming down the slope.
00:14:43:07

LANNY WADKINS:  That was a good-looking stroke. [cheers and clapping]
00:14:45:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And the results are there.
00:14:47:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, when he makes a good stroke, the results are there, aren't they, Billy-Ray?
00:14:51:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yep.
00:14:52:14

WHIT WATSON:  The second year for this event.  Very different conditions from Year Number One.  Kirk Triplett taking advantage today.  Went out a little bit earlier, and posted 66. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:15:08:24

WHIT WATSON:  Brilliant sunshine at Minnehaha Country Club in Sioux Falls, South Dakota for the Second Round of the Sanford International.  The second year of this event on the PGA Tour Champions.  And today was a special day, as four golf legends honored at the 10th tee.  It's a two-man scramble event that is pitting Hale Irwin, a three-time U.S. Open Champion, [club swing] alongside Dave Stockton, himself a two-time Major Champion, the PGA in 1970 and 1976. [club swing] They are teaming up against the official Tournament Host this week, Andy North, a two-time U.S. Open winner, [club swing] and the Golden Bear, the greatest of all time, Jack Nicklaus. [club swing] Teeing it up there at the 10th, this nine-hole, two-man scramble.  They're playing for charity.  Donations to be made to the Sanford Health Foundation.  And that match is going on while this competition continues, Round Two at the Sanford International, with Ken Duke and Kirk Triplett tied at 5 under.  Steve Flesch, 65.
00:16:12:00

WHIT WATSON:  And Tom Gillis shot 67 yesterday.  This is for birdie.
00:16:16:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, hit this, uh, second shot out of the rough in the greenside bunker.  Played a nice bunker shot to here. [cup rattles] And nice birdie there. [clapping]
00:16:25:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, when he makes putts, he makes them with authority, Billy-Ray. [chuckle]
00:16:27:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That went in [chuckle] in a hurry.
00:16:31:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Dave Stockton has this putt for birdie.
00:16:37:25

LANNY WADKINS:  That putting stroke hasn't changed much, Phil.
00:16:39:20

MALE:  Yeah. [clapping]
00:16:40:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I was gonna say, does that look familiar? [laugh]
00:16:41:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Uh, yeah.  I think I've saw that a whole lot of times in years past.
00:16:46:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He's gotta be Top Ten All Time Putting, don't you think?
00:16:49:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Especially when you put his confidence factor with it.  I mean, nobody thought he was gonna make more putts than Dave Stockton.
00:16:57:16

WHIT WATSON:  Let's take a look at Minnehaha Country Club.  I mentioned, the architects, William Langford and Theodore Moreau.  Laid out back in 1921.
00:17:05:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Just a wonderful little golf course.  It's--it's in great shape.  Uh, Langford and Thoreau did another course, uh, the, you know, Wakonda that we play on in Des Moines.  So a lot of similarities between the two golf courses.  And just a really good test for the PGA Tour Champions.
00:17:19:23

WHIT WATSON:  Only 41 bunkers.  Water comes into play on ten holes, including each of the first five here at Minnehaha Country Club.
00:17:28:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And we head back out to the 13th and Ken Duke for birdie.
00:17:32:08

JOHN COOK:  A really nice look here, Phil.  Back up the hill, moving slightly to his left.  Looking for his seventh birdie of the day against two bogeys.
00:17:41:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, it just slides by.
00:17:46:01

LANNY WADKINS:  That tells you it's a misread, right there, because he--I think he hit it where he was looking.
00:17:53:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  What a difference a day makes.  Today, Ken Duke, a rookie here on the PGA Tour Champions, looking for his first win.  Currently in a tie with Kirk Triplett and Tom Gillis atop the Leaderboard here in the Second Round.
00:18:09:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Marco Dawson playing a really nice shot in here at the 17th.  Looking for his fourth birdie in his last six holes.  And he's got it. [clapping] That moves him to minus 4, just one back of the trio of players at the moment.
00:18:27:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to 13, now.  Broadhurst, his third.
00:18:30:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Coming out of the bunker, back down the hill.  Also downwind.  This is one you can splash out and just let it run back down the hill. [club swing] That's all he's trying to do.  It should chase that now, as it works its way back down the hill.  Yep.
00:18:45:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He played that with a fairly square face.
00:18:47:02

MALE:  Good shot.
00:18:47:13

PAUL BROADHURST:  Thanks. [clapping]
00:18:48:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Not trying to put a lot of spin on it.
00:18:51:11

WHIT WATSON:  The par-5 16th, and the South Dakotan, Tom Byrum, 3rd shot.
00:18:55:22

LANNY WADKINS:  A nasty lie, right against that lip.  Maybe it wasn't as tough as I thought. [cheers and clapping]
00:19:02:05

WHIT WATSON:  What the heck? [cheers and clapping]
00:19:07:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Hometown boy.  Good things happening.
00:19:09:25

WHIT WATSON:  Look at that second nine for Brother Tom.  Two birdies and an eagle after a bogey-bogey start.
00:19:15:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Not the best front nine.  But rebounding very nicely.
00:19:20:24

WHIT WATSON:  You know, just like that, he's 2 under.  He's three off the lead.
00:19:25:14

WHIT WATSON:  Let's go to the 18th.  Marco Dawson.

00:19:28:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he did the toughest part here, I think, at 18. [club swing] He drove it in the fairway.  Left-to-right wind, and a dogleg left par 4.  Hole location, front left.
00:19:39:14

WHIT WATSON:  Back up to 16, the par 5, Tim Petrovic has this for birdie.
00:19:45:29

LANNY WADKINS:  A pretty good look, right here. [cheers and clapping] And he's got Petro Golf working today.
00:19:50:14

WHIT WATSON:  Fairways and greens.
00:19:51:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Clarke now on 15.
00:19:53:05

JOHN COOK:  From the right rough.  Not a very good angle.  The only thing that can help [club swing] this is the wind back in his face that goes way up in the air.  And that is really well done. [clapping]
00:20:01:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, I didn't see him hit it up there in the leather.  Did you? [chuckle]
00:20:04:17

JOHN COOK:  No.  I--I didn't know how he was gonna get it on the green, to tell you the truth.  That was outstanding.
00:20:08:15

LANNY WADKINS:  That was just very, very special.
00:20:12:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  As we head over to the 13th, and Hale Irwin with his second. [club swing]
00:20:18:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He's trying to play a little low skipper.
00:20:19:28

MALE:  Oh, yeah.  There we go.  Good shot.
00:20:20:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Really well done. [clapping] Lanny, I remember him playing a lot of those shots in the wind.
00:20:26:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Duke now, to take the lead.
00:20:27:22

JOHN COOK:  After a really nice pitch shot, back down the hill, moving left-to-right. [clapping] He didn't waste much time.
00:20:33:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That was a good stroke, too.  That had a nice pop in it.
00:20:35:20

JOHN COOK:  Lanny, he could play in our group easily.
00:20:36:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Yes, he could, Cookie.  He'd--he'd be a--be a very comfortable third, wouldn't he?
00:20:40:27

JOHN COOK:  Yes, he would.  And a beautiful up-and-down, Darren Clarke, right there.
00:20:49:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And back to the 13th, Irwin for birdie.  Let's see if he can convert after that nice approach. [putter clicks]
00:20:59:05

FEMALE:  All right.
00:20:59:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well done. [clapping] These teams are playing for donations to the Sanford Health Foundation.
00:21:08:17

WHIT WATSON:  Paul Goydos to get to 6 under. [cheers and clapping]
00:21:12:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, yeah.  When he gets it cooking with that little pull putting stroke of his, he makes a boatload of putts.
00:21:28:01

WHIT WATSON:  Byrum for 3 at the 18th. [cheers and clapping] Go ahead, Tom Byrum.
00:21:34:12

WHIT WATSON:  All right.  So he's in this movie.  2 under.
00:21:37:21

LANNY WADKINS:  He is.  He needs a low one tomorrow.  But, you know, being at two or three under, if you can go out ahead of the leaders and put something on the board, then it--it can really get their attention.  And that's where Tom is for tomorrow.
00:21:50:29

WHIT WATSON:  Let's go back to 14, and the Golden Bear, Jack Nicklaus, part of the four-person, two-man scramble event going on on the back nine.
00:21:59:09

LANNY WADKINS:  And I think just the best putter of all time. [cheers and clapping] Even though Dave Stockton was in this group.  That's a great putt there by Nicklaus.
00:22:08:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  How dare Dave put his putter behind the hole--

00:22:09:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, I don't know.
00:22:10:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --like it wasn't gonna go in?
00:22:13:14

LANNY WADKINS:  I would think Jack would get tired of making those.  I mean, not really. [laugh]
00:22:17:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  [Laugh]
00:22:19:05

LANNY WADKINS:  He makes so many putts.
00:22:22:02

WHIT WATSON:  Up ahead, Darren Clarke.

00:22:25:00

JOHN COOK:  Darren saw what, uh, Ken Duke's putt did.  Virtually the same line.  Back down the hill, moving a little bit to--left-to-right.  Looks good. [cheers and clapping]
00:22:37:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, and Darren buries one, finally.  Nobody enjoys a good putt more than Darren.  Or a good cigar.
00:22:48:15

WHIT WATSON:  I was gonna say, Darren enjoys a lot of things.
00:22:49:13

LANNY WADKINS:  There--there are a few other things he enjoys, as well.  He'd be a fun guy to hang with, wouldn't he?
00:22:55:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He is.  I've spent some time with him, and--

00:22:58:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah. [cheers and clapping]
00:23:00:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Of course, you have, Big.
00:23:02:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He likes to fish.  He's a big permit fisherman.
00:23:03:11

LANNY WADKINS:  I know he is.
00:23:05:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  We send out our best wishes to Abaco.  He had a place there at Abaco.  The storm just decimated that island.  Best wishes for the folks there.
00:23:16:14

WHIT WATSON:  Ken Duke. [cheers and clapping]
00:23:20:15

LANNY WADKINS:  A nice round of golf.  He's got a golf game that fits this course very nicely.  He could be a tough guy to handle tomorrow.
00:23:26:25

WHIT WATSON:  Well, he will be the Leader or Co-Leader when the Final Round begins.  It'll be first time that Ken Duke has ever been in the Final Round as a Leader or Co-Leader in a PGA Tour-sanctioned event.  And that covers 159 events on the Korn Ferry Tour, 313 events on the PGA Tour, and 16 on the PGA Tour Champions. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:23:56:02

WHIT WATSON:  We go check out the Legends competition.  Jack Nicklaus playing his second at the 16th. [club swing]
00:24:08:16

LANNY WADKINS:  So a really good tee shot by his partner, Andy North. [clapping] And Jack taking care of the second at the par 5.
00:24:19:17

WHIT WATSON:  Go back up to the 18th.  The final group making its way into the 18th fairway.
00:24:28:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  93 yards.  But it's tough to gauge here.  There's four flags behind the green that are moving from left to right.  Then it switches downwind.  So this is a tough one to read, even though it's a short shot.  Like to come in from the right, though.
00:24:41:28

LANNY WADKINS:  You've got to be committed, too, Billy-Ray. [club swing] Because you don't want to be short.  It will come back down that slope.  And there was a guy that was committed, right there.
00:24:50:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Oh, my. [cheers and clapping] Lanny, he probably landed in the one spot if you get it close.  That ball barely carried that false front.
00:24:57:16

LANNY WADKINS:  That was excellent.  He--he obviously had a yardage he liked and felt comfortable, you know, making the swing at.  Good shot.
00:25:05:02

WHIT WATSON:  Now Broadhurst.
00:25:07:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Pretty quick to play his second here.  Just 86 yards. [club swing]
00:25:16:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Broadie tends to err on these on the deep side.  And there you go.  He did.
00:25:21:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And that position, there, though, now you've got a concern.  You play safety and don't want to come down that false front.  And now you've got a really quick putt coming down the hill from about 40 feet.
00:25:30:06

LANNY WADKINS:  It's just pick your poison.
00:25:36:26

WHIT WATSON:  Tom Gillis, third member of this group.
00:25:41:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Great crowds here.  And incredible setting here, as you come in the 18th.  All things are fine and dandy for Tom Gillis after making birdie at 12, and the double-bogey at 13, and the bogey at 14 really sidetracked him.
00:25:57:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Good shot here.  He might get a little back. [cheers and clapping] In fact, beautiful shot, right here.   He needs that one.
00:26:04:11

WHIT WATSON:  He, too, coming off bogey at 17.  So a chance for a bounce-back for Gillis.
00:26:10:06

WHIT WATSON:  Let's go check on the Legends event going on here on Saturday.  Here is Dave Stockton for birdie at 16.
00:26:17:28

LANNY WADKINS:  It should be left edge.  Ooh.
00:26:24:06

WHIT WATSON:  Dave Stockton and Hale Irwin playing together as one team against Jack Nicklaus and Andy North.
00:26:31:22

WHIT WATSON:  Back to the 18th.  Broadhurst, he'll have this for birdie.
00:26:35:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And this putt is racing, boss.  It's just at the base of that ridge that bisects this green in that back portion.  It looks like it's gonna work its way back down the hill moving pretty sharply left-to-right once it starts taking the initial break.
00:27:00:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It looks like plenty of room out to the left.
00:27:06:28

FEMALE:  Get in the hole.
00:27:09:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And he just had to be so careful with that putt. [clapping] There's still some work left, though, for Paul.
00:27:20:23

WHIT WATSON:  He'll have that to remain 4 under.  That would be a round of 69 today.
00:27:28:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  One of--one of those rounds for Paul Broadhurst, up to this point, as we spoke just moments ago, eight pars on this inward half so far.  Not much happening.
00:27:40:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Just never got anything to go with the putter.  Gillis has just struggled with everything since about 12.
00:27:50:13

LANNY WADKINS:  A good finish, there, though. [cheers and clapping]
00:27:52:18

WHIT WATSON:  Able to steal one back at the 18th.  And he is back to within 4 of the lead.
00:28:01:18

LANNY WADKINS:  And I would consider that striking distance, particularly with a guy that has never led before, Ken Duke, being at the top of the Leaderboard.  I always thought within three was very, very doable.  That was always the kind of number I looked at was, get within three before the last round.  Uh, so he's within three of everyone except Ken Duke.
00:28:24:08

WHIT WATSON:  Kirk Triplett with a chance to tie Ken Duke on top of this Leaderboard.
00:28:30:19

LANNY WADKINS:  And he'd be a more dangerous leader, in my mind. [cheers and clapping]
00:28:35:10

WHIT WATSON:  Dead center.
00:28:36:19

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got the wins to prove it out here.  And a great track record.
00:28:40:27

WHIT WATSON:  He will be in the Final Group on Sunday for the first time since the 2017 U.S. Senior Open.  And he's three out of three on the PGA Tour Champions when he goes into a Final Round in the lead or sharing the lead.
00:28:57:24

LANNY WADKINS:  And he did win at Newport Beach this year.
00:28:59:26

WHIT WATSON:  And he has a win this year.  That's right.
00:29:03:11

WHIT WATSON:  Now Broadhurst.
00:29:11:27

MALE:  Yep. [cheers and clapping]
00:29:15:07

LANNY WADKINS:  And Broadie's right in the middle of it for tomorrow, as well.
00:29:18:25

WHIT WATSON:  So he's two shots back of the lead that is now shared by Ken Duke and Kirk Triplett.
00:29:27:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Jerry Kelly's within three.  Scott McCarron is within four.  So it's--we've got a lot of people in this movie tomorrow.
00:29:39:08

WHIT WATSON:  All right.  Let's go back and check on the Legends back here at the 16th. [chuckle]
00:29:45:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  You've heard of, uh, "bumper bow"--"bumper bowling," the little side things?  This is "bumper golf."  Andy doesn't need this help.  I'm surprised.  I mean, he and Jack, they don't need any help whatsoever. [cheers and clapping]
00:30:03:21

WHIT WATSON:  I'm not exactly sure how we score that.
00:30:06:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Eagle with an assist.
00:30:07:08

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  It's all for a good cause.  $75,000, plus $2,000 for every birdie going to charity during this Legends event. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:30:25:16

WHIT WATSON:  Championship Sunday at the Sanford International, the PGA Tour Champions only stop of the season in South Dakota.  We're at Minnehaha Country Club in Sioux Falls, hosting this event for the second year.  And big crowds expected on a beautiful Sunday afternoon.  Whit Watson alongside Lanny Wadkins.  This is at the 12th, the par 5.  And this is Ken Duke, tied for the lead at 7 under.
00:30:47:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  115. [club swing] Had to lay up after driving it in the left-hand rough.  And he's going flag-hunting with this little wedge.  And that's really well done. [clapping] He'll have that to take the lead.
00:30:59:23

WHIT WATSON:  32 birdies on the 12th today, the most of any hole on the golf course.  We'll show you some highlights of Duke, going back to the 8th, the par 3. [club swing]
00:31:07:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  162.  Ken swinging very nice today.  Very much under control.  Never rushes a thing.  Just a beautiful strike, right here.
00:31:16:25

WHIT WATSON:  And it's the first time in his professional career that he has held or shared a lead going into a Final Round.  Colin Montgomerie trying to run him down.  This was for birdie at the 9th.
00:31:26:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Just a wonderful second shot.  Nobody getting any closer to the hole here at 9. [clapping] And Monty did.  And makes a six-footer for birdie.
00:31:33:10

WHIT WATSON:  So that got Montgomery to 6 under par.  Esteban Toledo playing well today.  Second at 13. [club swing]
00:31:38:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  The tough 13th.  It's been playing hard all week.  Hole location more accessible today, in the left-hand side.  And beautiful shot there by Esteban.
00:31:48:02

WHIT WATSON:  So Toledo at the 13th makes the birdie, gets to 6 under.  Also making a move today, Rocco Mediate.  This was his second shot at 14. [club swing]
00:31:57:26

LANNY WADKINS:  You know, Rocco has gotten himself in the picture.  And this is a wonderful play out of the rough to a really tight hole location.  And just well done there by Rocco.
00:32:08:08

WHIT WATSON:  He began the day at 3 under par.  He was three shots off the lead.  And now Rocco tied for the lead with Ken Duke.  They are both at 7 under. [music]
00:32:20:17

WHIT WATSON:  Go back to the 12th.  And here is Ken Duke for birdie.
00:32:24:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Coming down the hill.  What a wonderful wedge shot he played in here.  Drove it left in the rough. [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping]

00:32:29:28

LANNY WADKINS:  There we go.
00:32:32:13

WHIT WATSON:  He began the day tied with Triplett for the lead.  Kirk Triplett 2 over on his round today.  Ken Duke 2 under on his round.
00:32:40:21

WHIT WATSON:  This is the 14th.  And Paul Broadhurst, who is now three shots off the lead [club swing] playing his second.
00:32:48:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Out of the first cut of rough.  Hole location right in the front here today.
00:32:53:05

WHIT WATSON:  Oh, what a shot.
00:32:54:10

LANNY WADKINS:  That is really well done.
00:32:58:03

WHIT WATSON:  As we go back to 13.
00:32:59:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Flesch for birdie.
00:33:01:17

JOHN COOK:  And after bogeys at 11 and 12, [clapping] he needed that one to keep--keep his eye on the prize.
00:33:09:03

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 16.  Jay Haas was one of those players who shot 65 yesterday. [club swing]
00:33:17:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Jay needs rash of birdies coming in.  And he might get one here.  That's a great play by Jay at 16. [cheers and clapping] That's only about a foot, foot-and-a-half.
00:33:28:02

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 13.
00:33:29:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Triplett for birdie.
00:33:30:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Coming back up the slope here.  It will turn right once it starts losing speed.
00:33:36:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He needs to get something going quick.  And that, unfortunately, didn't get in the hole.  Not his day so far today. [clapping] A couple of bogeys early.  Not a birdie on the round so far.
00:33:49:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Scott McCarron has been making a late charge at 5 under par.  A chance here to get to 6.  If he can make this and birdie the last--center of cup, right there. [cheers and clapping]
00:34:01:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He could--you're right.  If he can post 7, I mean, that--I--I wouldn't go anywhere.
00:34:05:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Absolutely.
00:34:07:09

WHIT WATSON:  16.  Jay Haas hit a nifty third.  This is for birdie.
00:34:10:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  We saw him just getting ready to tap this in.  Nothing much here for Jay. [clapping] He's playing very well as--as of late.
00:34:23:02

WHIT WATSON:  We mentioned that, uh, Jay Haas trying to become one of the--one of the oldest winners in the history of the PGA Tour Champions.  He's already on this list.  62 years, 10 months old when he won in 2016.  Currently 65.  So a win here would put him on top of this list.
00:34:42:29

LANNY WADKINS:  And jump ahead of his Wake Forest compatriot, Scott Hoch, who won earlier this year--
00:34:49:09

WHIT WATSON:  That was this year.  Yeah.
00:34:48:29

LANNY WADKINS:  --at Bass, Bass Pro Shops.
00:34:49:29

WHIT WATSON:  [Overlap] Bass Pro Shops.
00:34:51:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Rocco has a chance to birdie--birdie and tie the lead here.
00:34:56:28

MALE:  Get in there. [cheers and clapping]
00:34:59:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yes.  Rocco Mediate with the birdie looking for his first win since the Senior PGA in 2016, now tied for the lead at 8 under par.
00:35:11:12

LANNY WADKINS:  That's a great birdie there at 17.
00:35:13:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Absolutely.
00:35:15:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to 15 now and Flesch.
00:35:17:14

JOHN COOK:  Back into the breeze, 126. [club swing] Front hole location.  Just on the right side. [ball thunk]
00:35:26:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Good shot there.
00:35:27:08

JOHN COOK:  That was a nice shot. [clapping] It came in there pretty low.   Proper side.
00:35:32:24

WHIT WATSON:  At the 18th, here's Darren Clarke with a chance for birdie.
00:35:36:12

LANNY WADKINS:  He has it back on the proper level.  Hole location all the way in the back right today, on the upper shelf.  And look at this roll. [cheers and clapping] Easy roll.
00:35:52:07

WHIT WATSON:  First full year on the PGA Tour Champions, still looking for his first win.
00:35:59:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Montgomery at 15 to pull within one.
00:36:02:14

JOHN COOK:  From right behind the hole, Phil.  Going downhill.  Just got a pretty good read off of Marco Dawson's putt.  If this does anything, it's gonna fall a tiny bit to the right at the end.  But not much.
00:36:17:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  What a beautiful roll. [cheers and clapping]
00:36:21:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It did exactly what you said, John.  That was a wonderful roll he put on it.  Good putt.  He now pulls within one, trying to put a little heat on those guys if he can get another one.
00:36:31:19

WHIT WATSON:  Third shot up ahead for Bob Estes.

00:36:35:21

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got it in position.  Nice layup here.  Just a [club swing] three-quarter wedge shot in here. [ball thunk] And really well played there by Bob. [cheers and clapping]
00:36:45:21

WHIT WATSON:  All over it.  1 under on his round today.  And he's fought back.
00:36:50:22

WHIT WATSON:  At the 18th, here's Rocco, playing his second.  Tied for the lead.
00:36:56:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  In the right side of the fairway.  No tree issues whatsoever.  So he can take dead aim at this right hole location.  Uh, tee shot really well played here.  It's not that--I say it's not the easiest fairway.  There are three perfect tee shots, right there.  But, uh, Rocco needs to go flag hunting right here and see if he can post.  Got to get it on the second level. [club swing]
00:37:21:07

MALE:  Beautiful. [ball thunk]
00:37:21:13

MALE:  Yeah.
00:37:22:17

LANNY WADKINS:  And he did.
00:37:23:13

WHIT WATSON:  What a shot. [cheers and clapping]
00:37:24:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, that's really well done by Rocco.  It leaves him a very makeable putt.  And he went flag hunting.  No back off on that shot.
00:37:31:14

WHIT WATSON:  See the--the, uh, decorations on the hat, and the signature.  The artist, his four-year-old daughter, Francesca decorating Dad's hat today.
00:37:42:03

WHIT WATSON:  Paul Broadhurst with his third. [club swing]
00:37:50:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Broadie a good wedge player, as well.  And leaves it right underneath the flag.  Beautiful shot. [clapping]
00:37:56:19

WHIT WATSON:  A couple of birdie putts there.  And a birdie putt upcoming for Rocco Mediate at the 18th.  Can he post at 9 under? [clapping]
00:38:12:15

WHIT WATSON:  A nifty little birdie putt there for Bob Estes.  That's three in a row, and four in his last five.
00:38:18:06

WHIT WATSON:  Rocco to post a 9 under.
00:38:22:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Down the hill.  And he buries it. [cheers and clapping] How about that finish for Rocco Mediate?  There's a guy that's not afraid to win.  Birdie-ing the last two.  Wow.
00:38:35:04

WHIT WATSON:  And that's the lowest round of the week, a 64.
00:38:41:20

WHIT WATSON:  A big putt upcoming for Colin Montgomerie at the par-5 16th.
00:38:46:05

JOHN COOK:  From right underneath the hole, back up the hill.  Now it breaks a little bit left-to-right.  Boy, he'd like to have that putt again at 14, get that one in.
00:38:56:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  That's the one that he feels it got away at this point in time.  But really needs this one.  I mean, this one--I--I think, with 9 under posted, this one has to go down.
00:39:13:27

WHIT WATSON:  To get within one.
00:39:22:07

LANNY WADKINS:  Didn't hit it.  Didn't hit it. [sigh] He won't be happy with that one. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:39:40:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Now--now he needs a birdie/birdie finish.
00:39:42:13

WHIT WATSON: Yes, he does.
00:39:46:13

WHIT WATSON:  Steve Flesch trying to get to 6 under.
00:39:49:12

JOHN COOK:  Steve hit it in the back bunker in two with a beautiful little hybrid in there.  He hit a great bunker shot off a--not a very good lie.  Always a really good bunker player.  Now for the payoff. [clapping]
00:40:11:02

WHIT WATSON:  Three birdies in his last four.
00:40:13:21

LANNY WADKINS:  You know, a lot going on on that card.  A lot of squares on that today, too.
00:40:16:11

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  He got undone at 11 and 12.  But Steve Flesch is at 6 under.  Rocco Mediate in the clubhouse with a 64 today. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:40:28:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  17th tee, and Steve Flesch.
00:40:31:01

JOHN COOK:  161, front, 173, hole location.  Downwind, Phil. [club swing] This is an--this his 8 iron.  Really just need that front edge.  And this is right on line.
00:40:42:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Beautiful shot. [clapping] A chance to pick one up.
00:40:49:08

WHIT WATSON:  Ken Duke's third in the air at 16.
00:40:51:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It's from 104 yards.  Had great angle.
00:40:53:28

WHIT WATSON:  Holy sm--

00:40:54:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Oh, what a play. [cheers and clapping]
00:40:56:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Billy-Ray, that's incredible.  I--I mean, I haven't seen many people spin them back on these firm greens.  What a strike by Ken Duke to get it in there that tight.
00:41:06:21

WHIT WATSON:  Paul Goydos playing his third at 16, as well.
00:41:10:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And 85 yards for Paul.
00:41:15:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He actually spins the ball quite a bit. [club swing] He really has a sharp angle of attack as he comes into here.  Playing back into the breeze. [ball thunk] It should spin now here.
00:41:22:17

LANNY WADKINS:  He does. [clapping] Not as much as Duke did.  But it's an excellent play.  He's got it at about three-and-a-half feet.
00:41:29:24

WHIT WATSON:  To the 17th.
00:41:31:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And a very important putt for Colin Montgomerie.
00:41:49:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And with that, his chances are effectively cooked.  He had it 4 under the first day.  Couldn't get it to the house.  And then fought mightily coming back to get into contention.  But he's gonna have to hole it at the last to have any sort of a chance. [clapping]
00:42:09:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Had some good looks coming in today.  Wasn't able to get the--the putter to cooperate.
00:42:15:23

WHIT WATSON:  Back at 16, Paul Goydos, this is for birdie.  Ken Duke did tap in his birdie putt ahead of Goydos.  So he's at 9 under, tied for the lead. [clapping]
00:42:28:17

WHIT WATSON:  A good one there for Goydos.  It gets him back to 5 under.
00:42:33:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  They made this hole look pretty easy with those third shots.
00:42:37:06

WHIT WATSON:  Second shot for Bob Estes at the 18th.  He's three back.
00:42:42:07

LANNY WADKINS:  Out of the right center of the fairway. [club swing] Hole location, we've mentioned earlier, all the way in the back right of this green. [ball thunk] And that's--

00:42:51:17

MALE:  Almost. [clapping]
00:42:52:05

LANNY WADKINS:  --probably the best we've seen all day, by far. Yeah, it's--that's good, Bob.
00:42:59:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to 17 now.  And Goydos will be first to go.
00:43:04:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You know, this actually might help Ken Duke a little bit trying to gauge what type of shot to play in here.  This is a 7 iron for Goydos.  And we'll see how exactly the ball reacts on the green. [club swing]
00:43:22:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, he really needed to land it right around the front edge, even just short.  It'll bounce up.  Just like that.  He might have made this.
00:43:28:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle]
00:43:29:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Look at this.  If it breaks. [cheers and clapping]
00:43:33:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, if he wanted to see how to do it, he just saw.
00:43:36:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  There's the blueprint.
00:43:40:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Triplett at 17. [club swing] It's not been the day that he had hoped for.
00:43:47:28

LANNY WADKINS:  He tugged that one left.  But boy, did he get a kick.
00:43:50:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He sure did. [cheers and clapping]
00:43:53:08

LANNY WADKINS:  And while we're right here, Phil, let's wish our pal Phil Blackmar a happy birthday today.
00:43:58:25

WHIT WATSON:  Boy, this was the best shot of the day at this home hole for Bob Estes.

00:44:04:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  It's just a tap-in from a little over a foot. [clapping] And a good recovery for Bob Estes.
00:44:16:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Triplett now at 17.
00:44:25:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  [Clapping] Good putt.  It gets him to 4 under.  But he is 2 over on his round today.  He the day minus 6, tied with Ken Duke.
00:44:39:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The final member of this group, Paul Goydos, just a formality.
00:44:44:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Sitting back on the tee, I thought he might have a chance for a 1 the way that ball was rolling up on the green.
00:44:50:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And a good finish [clapping] for Paul Goydos.  He birdied his last three holes.  Now four out of his last five to get to 6 under par.  And will tie for 5th.
00:45:04:14

WHIT WATSON:  Colin Montgomerie on the green, looking for birdie.
00:45:09:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he got a good blueprint on what to do from Steve Flesch.
00:45:19:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Someone moved over in the state of Minnesota.  It kind of bothered Monty.
00:45:31:04

WHIT WATSON:  You've got to keep an eye on those guys.
00:45:32:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, you do. [clapping]
00:45:45:02

WHIT WATSON:  A par putt for Monty.
00:45:50:11

LANNY WADKINS:  And a good tournament for Monty. [clapping] He's starting to play some really good golf again.  Don't be surprised if he doesn't work his way back into the Winner's Circle before the year's over.
00:46:02:03

WHIT WATSON:  Currently tied for 3rd.  And that would be his best finish of the year on the PGA Tour Champions.
00:46:12:01

WHIT WATSON:  Let's see if Flesch can put it right on top of him.
00:46:30:13

LANNY WADKINS:  It would be a good 2-putt for Flesch.  Disappointing [clapping] with just wedge in his hand.

00:46:41:10

WHIT WATSON:  Steve Flesch is on a nice little run, as well.  He's got three straight Top 5 finishes, Calgary, Grand Blanc, and now, this week in Sioux Falls.
00:47:04:17

WHIT WATSON:  [Clapping] And a good 2-putt for Marco Dawson, as well.
00:47:12:21

WHIT WATSON:  Coming back to the 18th, Ken Duke asking for a ruling.  Brian Clair from the PGA Tour Champions is down there with them.  Billy-Ray, what's going on?
00:47:21:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he's got a terrible lie, does Ken Duke.  And Ken's contesting that his ball has come to rest in a seam mark from recent sod that, as of now, Brian Clair not giving him any relief at all.
00:47:34:15

WHIT WATSON:  This is a crucial decision coming up here.
00:47:36:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  But there's--I don't--having seen any sign of any sodding around here anywhere like this.  So I--I think it's just a cut line.  Don't you, Billy-Ray?
00:47:58:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [sigh] Well, it is a terrible lie.  He's got to be able to [word] this as it comes up out over this slope.  If he lands this ball possibly on the top, it will go over the green.
00:48:12:03

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got to try to get it up top, though.  I mean, you have to get it on that level to have any chance of holing the putt.
00:48:18:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, you can actually be aggressive with it.  But the lie is so bad, in my opinion, Lanny, you can try to go at it as hard as you want to.  But given the lie and the situation, this ball has the potential to come out just dead.
00:48:30:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Bunker-shot-type play?
00:48:33:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, the ball sits on the severe upslope, and above his feet, too.  He's gonna have to choke way down on the grip.
00:48:43:02

WHIT WATSON:  He's got to get up and down to force a playoff.
00:48:46:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And Lanny, I would expect him not going to play an explosion shot.  A pretty square club face.  He's gonna have to play this with.
00:48:52:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Because he's left of the--oh, it should break right going up that slope.  He's going down to the steel.  He's got to be aggressive with this. [club swing]
00:49:04:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And it came out really hot.  That's a chance you had to take, though.
00:49:07:21

LANNY WADKINS:  I think so, too.  You cannot run the risk of having it go back down to the front of the green.  Bad break.  I mean, it's--it's the--the shot off the tee put him trouble, Billy-Ray.  And then, you know, from there on, he didn't--didn't handle the second shot well.  And ended up with a horrible lie to play his third shot from.
00:49:24:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he might have hit that drive too good at 18.
00:49:29:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Is Duke away, Billy-Ray?  With--

00:49:31:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And Duke will be away, Lanny.  And right now, Ken has got putter in his hand.
00:49:34:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Ooh.  Man, I don't like that play.
00:49:38:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  The ball's sitting down in that first cut.  And the tendency of this ball, it's gonna bounce when it comes out. [sigh] If I was gonna try to make this, Lanny, if it were me playing the shot right now, maybe you, the same.  But I think I would hit a little pitch shot and take some of the guesswork out.
00:49:52:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Either pitch shot, or I'd be bellying a--a sand wedge.  Get--get it with the overspin, which gives it a chance to roll straighter through, not only the--the second cut, but then, the first cut of fringe before it gets to the green.
00:50:05:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he's rehearsing now.  The toe of the putter--

00:50:08:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Ooh.
00:50:08:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  --trying to get this ball to come out.  That's a risky play, too.  But one more--
00:50:11:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, boy.
00:50:12:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  --concern is it's really fast coming down the hill.
00:50:27:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, and it is really, really quick, no question.
00:50:40:11

LANNY WADKINS:  If he's looking at something like that, Billy-Ray, I like the belly pitch--belly sand wedge more than anything else.
00:50:49:08

WHIT WATSON:  It has to go in.
00:50:55:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It came out dead and really hot coming out of there, Lanny.
00:51:04:25

WHIT WATSON:  Rocco Mediate is Champion at the Sanford International.
00:51:09:05

MALE:  My boy.  That's my boy.
00:51:11:06

WHIT WATSON:  That is his first win since the 2016 Senior PGA Championship.
00:51:20:19

WHIT WATSON:  9 under, Rocco Mediate the Champion of the Sanford International from Sioux Falls. [music]
00:52:08:01
End of Recording
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