PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS - THE ALLY CHALLENGE

00:00:34:15

WHIT WATSON:  Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club here in Grand Blanc, just outside of Flint, Michigan, An hour away from Detroit.  A historic venue that hosted the PGA Tour from 1958 to 1969, and then again from '78 to 2009.  Some notable winners here.  Tiger Woods won three times.  Vijay Singh, three times.  And Lanny Wadkins, sitting to my right, a 1982 champion at that PGA Tour stop.  Whit Watson, Lanny Wadkins, and John Mahaffey with John Cook and Billy-Ray Brown for our opening round coverage.  And this is Colin Montgomery with his second in the air.

00:01:12:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And over the green, got to slow down.  A tough pitch.
00:01:18:17

WHIT WATSON:  As we see Jerry Kelly at 12.  That's a great point you bring up.  He made nine starts on the Korn Ferry Tour this year.  Two-time major champion.  Made nine starts on the Korn Ferry Tour, talking of Cabrera, to get ready for the PGA Tour Champions.

00:01:31:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Another good look.  And Jerry Kelly needed to get that one after letting the one from six feet go at number 11.

00:01:39:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over at the 11th, Miguel Angel Jimenez, this for birdie.
00:01:47:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  He called it.  Right in the middle.

00:01:52:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY: We're back at the 9th green.  Mark O'Meara has this for birdie to go 2 under par.  Winner earlier this year in Tucson.
00:02:02:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Always a good putter.
00:02:02:08

MALE:  Yeah.
00:02:02:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That's a beauty there.  Right in the middle. [clapping]
00:02:07:05

WHIT WATSON:  Miguel Angel Jimenez at the par 4.
00:02:11:17

LANNY WADKINS:  A short hole.  We've seen this. [club swing] Hole location, back left.  Miguel normally a beautiful wedge player.  And that would be a good example, if it stays.  Little too much spin.
00:02:24:29

WHIT WATSON:  Now, Goosen for birdie at 8.

00:02:27:09

JOHN COOK:  And just off the back of the green, but only about 15 feet down the hill.  Not much to this, other than judging the speed.  And creeping in. [clapping] Nice.
00:02:35:00

LANNY WADKINS:  I think he judged it very well.  Right in the middle.
00:02:38:29

WHIT WATSON:  And Bernhard Langer.  No change in this putting style over the years.

00:02:44:03

LANNY WADKINS:  No, it's a--well, at least, not recently.

00:02:46:25

WHIT WATSON:  Not--

00:02:47:23

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle]
00:02:47:25

WHIT WATSON:  Not on the PGA Tour Champions, anyway.

00:02:50:04

LANNY WADKINS:  No, that's been very, very good.
00:02:53:10

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Kenny Perry got this one to the hole at 13.  This for birdie.
00:03:01:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  All right.  Finally, for Kenny Perry.

00:03:05:10

WHIT WATSON:  Jay Haas at the 12th playing his second.

00:03:09:28

LANNY WADKINS:  This hole should be right up Jay's alley.  Just put it in the fairway. [club swing] Nice little wedge in there.  Take it all the way back to this hole.  He does.  Ooh, nice shot for Jay.  He's got about six, seven feet there.
00:03:23:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  14.

00:03:25:08

WHIT WATSON:  And Jerry Kelly is going to put putter on it from just off the first cut.
00:03:33:23

LANNY WADKINS:  And why not?
00:03:34:18

WHIT WATSON:  Oh.
00:03:35:04

LANNY WADKINS:  It worked out very nicely.

00:03:37:09

WHIT WATSON:  Walk it in, Jerry.
00:03:39:29

LANNY WADKINS:  I wonder.  Got some good holes coming up.

00:03:44:00

WHIT WATSON:  And Scott McCarron took it deep at the 10th.  This his third.

00:03:46:20

JOHN COOK:  From a bad spot, but an okay lie.  Pitching back into the the little slope might help kill it.  This came out nice.
00:03:52:11

WHIT WATSON:  Oh. [clapping]
00:03:53:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, that was just really well-done, with great technique.  And the result was spectacular.

00:03:59:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Fourth shot for Jay Haas here at 13.

00:04:03:17

LANNY WADKINS:  What's the issue here, John?  I've never seen so many long putts and chips at a--at a reachable par 5.

00:04:09:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  I haven't either.  It is into the wind today. [cheers and clapping] But that's one way to solve the issue, right there.

00:04:14:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, maybe that's a good sign the Demon Deacons of Wake Forest will probably take down--

00:04:17:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Settle down.

00:04:17:19

LANNY WADKINS:  --the Tarheels of North Carolina tonight in football.  So Jay Haas has got the thing going.
00:04:23:10

WHIT WATSON:  Bernhard Langer for his birdie.

00:04:31:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Again, about 25 feet here at 12 for Langer.  Oh, yeah. [clapping] Bernhard is starting to feel it with the putter again.  Sneaking up on the leaders.
00:04:48:03

WHIT WATSON:  Here is Goosen.

00:04:49:26

JOHN COOK:  After one of his worst shots he might of--wedge shots he's ever hit.  Now, back up the hill.  It's 50 feet.  How does this even happen? [cheers and clapping]
00:04:56:29

LANNY WADKINS:  I don't know.  That's--I mean, that's just--that's not the way you birdie number 12.  It just is not.  But Goose will take it.

00:05:04:23

WHIT WATSON:  Colin Montgomery, can he finally get a putt to drop?

00:05:09:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Got to be a couple somewhere.  He's 2 under. But this just about six feet. [cup rattles] And good read there.  That's what we're used to seeing from Monty.
00:05:18:18

WHIT WATSON:  And Couples.
00:05:23:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, he--he got an excellent example from Broadhurst on how to do, Billy-Ray.

00:05:27:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He did.  I think it's all about trajectory and controlling the spin.  He's so close to the green, though, I don't think he can over-spin this one.  But given the condition of the green, you can still go ahead and get it back there.

00:05:37:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  The hardest thing on a shot like this, to me, is--is being aggressive.  And Fred take that new sideways look at things.

00:05:44:06

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  We've noticed that over the last three or four events.

00:05:46:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  I--uh, maybe he became right-eyed dominant, and has to get in from that angle.  Who knows?  I--

00:05:51:27

WHIT WATSON:  It's--it's definitely--it's--

00:05:52:15

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle]
00:05:52:29

WHIT WATSON:  It's a purposeful move.  He's doing it intentionally, whatever it is.

00:05:59:22

LANNY WADKINS:  You know, Fred may have just found out he was right-eyed dominant, so [club swing] had to go with it.

00:06:04:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  As you would expect, coming in very low.  One hop and spin.
00:06:09:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Comes back.  That's three good shots.  That's what we have been expecting here today, and haven't seen a lot of it.

00:06:15:16

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Scott McCarron, this for birdie at 13, John.

00:06:18:02

JOHN COOK:  Scott took a run at this green, pulled it to the left from 285.  Hit another brilliant pitch shot to here, John.

00:06:25:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:   Well, he finally took advantage of it.  Nicely done. [clapping]
00:06:29:17

WHIT WATSON:  And Couples for his birdie, trying to get to red numbers.

00:06:32:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  He's been on that.

00:06:36:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [cup rattles] Oh.  Finally. [clapping]
00:06:40:06

WHIT WATSON:  You can go to "pgatour.com" and "golfchannel.com" for scores at the end of the opening round, as we come up against the end of our allotted time on day one.  Tim Petrovic with Kresge in the clubhouse with rounds of 69 today at the par-72 layout.  Right now, there are 36 players under par, including Fred Couples who just made the birdie at 14.  Miguel Angel Jimenez at even par through 15 holes.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:07:17:17

WHIT WATSON:  It is a beautiful Saturday in Grand Blanc, Michigan.  And some good news here at the Ally Challenge.  Announcing today a five-year extension with Ally and McLaren Health to continue on the PGA Tour Champions right here at Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club.  Whit Watson alongside Lanny Wadkins.  Round 2 highlights, starting off at the 4th.  Tom Gillis, his second shot. [club swing]
00:07:39:22

LANNY WADKINS:  112 yards out of the right rough.  He's made three pars to this point.  And that changes right quick with this wedge shot. [cheers and clapping] In for an eagle 2 at the par-4 4th.
00:07:50:23

WHIT WATSON:  Got him to 8 under par.  He was in the lead at the time.  At 14, Kenny Perry making a move.
00:07:56:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Kenny's having a really nice day.  Gets to 6 under for the round right here, and 8 under for the tournament.  He has gotten himself in contention.

00:08:05:10

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  And the man on a mission right now is Jerry Kelly.  Second shot at the 10th.  He's at 7 under. [club swing]
00:08:10:16

LANNY WADKINS:  And thinking about going flag-hunting.  Why not?  Let's go right after the flag.  Let's go right up and down it.  Almost in for an eagle 2. [clapping] He would hole that putt for birdie.
00:08:21:03

WHIT WATSON:  That got him to 8 under par.  David Toms with a strong finish here in Round number 2.  And Kelly--
00:08:29:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Put in--
00:08:30:02

WHIT WATSON:  Kelly also with a strong continuance.

00:08:31:28

LANNY WADKINS:  [Overlap] Yeah.  Yeah.  He hits a great shot at the 11th, par 3.  And just one quality iron shot after another. [clapping] 14 feet there for the birdie.
00:08:40:15

WHIT WATSON:  10 and 11 for Jerry Kelly.  Here is Toms, who would finish his round with three consecutive birdies at 16, 17, and 18.  This was special.

00:08:49:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And a very tough little push, but unless you're David Toms. [cheers and clapping] And that went in perfectly.  Nice way to finish off the day for David.
00:08:55:21

WHIT WATSON:  So he is in the clubhouse at 8 under.  Back to Kelly now.  Second shot at 12. [club swing]
00:09:01:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Jerry hitting a lot of quality iron shots, and--and driving it in the fairway.  The fairways are perfect.  The greens are receptive.  No reason not to take dead aim.  He sticks that in there from about five feet.

00:09:12:02

WHIT WATSON:  So Jerry Kelly began the day at 5 under, as we check the Leaderboard, 12 under par, 5 under on his round through 12 holes today.  David Toms, birdie, birdie, birdie finish, 66.  He is the Leader in the clubhouse. [music]
00:09:28:11

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 12.  Retief Goosen shot 66 yesterday.

00:09:32:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, this putt coming back up the hill.  Lanny, he actually drove it 20 yards short of the green, just to the left, and hit what I call a very average little pitch shot.  He was trying to turn that--that drive in probably into a three.  But not the case here.  Greens in perfect condition.  Gaining speed.  Low humidity.
00:09:53:25

LANNY WADKINS:  The greens are really starting to run out, Billy-Ray.  They're up to eleven and three-quarters on the Stimpmeter.  So they're--they've picked up some pace over the last day or so.

00:10:01:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And that pace, right there.  Do you have to be concerned about that last little run out?  As you said, it can creep by three or four feet if you're just a bit aggressive.

00:10:09:04

WHIT WATSON:  You saw the numbers on Tom Gillis.  He was in the 60s every round at his last event, the Shaw Charity Classic in Calgary.  That was the first time he's done this on this Tour.
00:10:19:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Now, home game. [cheers and clapping] And gets the birdie there.

00:10:25:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  The 13th hole.  Jerry Kelly, his third shot.  John Cook with this group.

00:10:30:23

JOHN COOK:  Thank you, John.  Get Jerry, uh, coming off a birdie there at--at number 12.  Drove it in the right rough.  Just had to lay it up.  Now, 136, hole location.  Wind out of the right.  Tight up against that left bunker, though. [club swing] 133 to that--that bunker.  You have to control the spin.  This is right on line again. [ball thunk]
00:10:51:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh, that's a beauty.  Right behind the hole.  That would be for four birdies in a row.

00:10:56:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Hitting some really quality iron shots, John.

00:10:57:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes.

00:11:01:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  As we take a look down at the green.  Jerry Smith has a birdie putt here, John Cook.

00:11:06:29

JOHN COOK:  He tugged a wedged shot, John, from 107 yards.  Did catch the left side of the green.  Now faced with a--back up the hill little bit, left to right.  Jerry, three birdies and a bogey today.
00:11:25:11

JOHN COOK:  I thought he might have a go at this green.  Had 250 to the front.  But did the lay-up.

00:11:32:15

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  It's hard to chase it on this green, still, as wet as it is, don't you think?

00:11:35:27

JOHN COOK:  Definitely.  And you have that, uh, aquatic penalty hazard there to the--

00:11:41:25

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  [Chuckle]
00:11:42:05

JOHN COOK:  --area to the left--to the right.

00:11:44:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, you know, had that hole location been on the right side of the green, it might have been worth a, you know, run up the left hand side.

00:11:53:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  [Clapping] At the 13th green.  Great looking birdie here.
00:11:57:02

JOHN COOK:  Right over top of the flag.  A little 9-iron from 136, flied it down really nice.  Kind of check and hold.  Now, back down the hill.  Has to be careful.  The greens are definitely running out, like Lanny and, uh, Billy-Ray were talking about.  Just on the left edge.  Holing speed.
00:12:16:15

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Got that little pop stroke.  Sometimes it gets a little too poppy.  Let's see what he does here.

00:12:22:07

JOHN COOK:  Yeah.  If he holds his body steady, he makes some putts.
00:12:26:11

JOHN COOK:  Like that.

00:12:27:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Pop and chase it. [laugh]
00:12:27:19

JOHN COOK:  There it is. [clapping] He got up and chased it right in the hole.

00:12:30:00

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, he did.  It went in the right edge.  But that's okay.
00:12:35:29

WHIT WATSON:  Four birdies in a row now for Jerry Kelly, as he gets it to 11 under par and opens up a 3-shot lead.

00:12:43:17

WHIT WATSON:  Jerry Kelly has yet to miss a fairway all week.

00:12:46:04

JOHN COOK:  And from 64 yards, I think he's got it in perfect position here, Lanny. [club swing] He doesn’t have to swing at it very hard to create some spin.  It should be--
00:12:53:29

LANNY WADKINS:  And again, he stuffs it, Cookie. [clapping]  This is--this is quite a--an exhibition Jerry Kelly is putting on right now.

00:13:01:11

WHIT WATSON:  As we go back to 13.

00:13:03:03

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Tom Gillis, his third.
00:13:04:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Sending it straight up and over that bunker.  Oh, what a shot. [clapping] It took a lot of nerve to play that one, John.

00:13:11:10

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, it did.  Lovely.

00:13:13:07

WHIT WATSON:  Back at 14, Jerry Smith in close for birdie.

00:13:16:29

JOHN COOK:  Drove it up the left side.  Perfect angle.  Nice little pitch shot, just about three feet. [clapping] And curls it in there for another birdie for Jerry Smith.

00:13:25:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  To 14.

00:13:26:29

WHIT WATSON:  And here is Jerry Kelly.  And that is five in a row. [clapping] He gets to 12 under.

00:13:33:08

LANNY WADKINS:  And that's what can happen on this second nine.

00:13:36:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Tom Gillis, beautiful flop shot to get to here.  This for birdie.

00:13:43:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  What a shot that he played, John.  The only thing he had going for him was the grain of the grass over in that left-hand side coming over that bunker was--was helping.  But hit a beautiful shot.  Aggressive swing.  And that ball landed so softly.

00:14:00:04

WHIT WATSON:  Good 4. [clapping]
00:14:01:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now up at the green, Woody Austin, this for birdie to get to 9.

00:14:13:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  A good looking stroke, there.  Yes, sir. [chuckle] [cheers and clapping] Right on line.  Perfect speed.
00:14:20:10

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 12.  Here is Jack for the birdie for the team.
00:14:26:00

LANNY WADKINS:  About 14 feet.  Not much in this.  Did he hit it?

00:14:31:08

CROWD:  Oh!

00:14:33:03

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Jerry Kelly ready for his second shot here at the 15th.  John, what does he have?

00:14:36:04

JOHN COOK:  196 all the way back to that hole location.  It doesn't even look like it's on the green back there, John.  Wind out of the left. [club swing] He's going to try to take out a 5 iron, nice and low.  I don't know if it's going to be enough, though.
00:14:56:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Wes Short [club swing] on the tee here at 17.  [ball thunk] That's right at it. [cheers and clapping]
00:15:07:16

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  This for birdie.

00:15:11:16

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Not much to this.  Uphill.  Keep it in the hole, kind of like that. [cheers and clapping]
00:15:21:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  So he moves to 8 under.
00:15:24:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  14.

00:15:24:10

WHIT WATSON:  Scott McCarron will give it a try for birdie.

00:15:27:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  A difficult read here.  And the pace in which I think you have to make this putt, it's going to break much more than the player would allow for.
00:15:40:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He's got it figured out. [clapping] Center cup, there.
00:15:44:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Tim Petrovic, this for birdie.  Wes Short just knocked one in.  Let's see if he can hit it right on top of him.  He does. [cheers and clapping] He's had five birdies on this second nine.
00:16:00:25

WHIT WATSON:  And Bernhard Langer for his birdie to get to 8 under.
00:16:05:14

LANNY WADKINS:  A pretty simple look here.  Maybe right edge.  And that's a great read. [clapping] And good stroke there by Langer.  Kind of sneaking up that Leaderboard.

00:16:14:05

WHIT WATSON:  As we go back to 15.

00:16:15:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.  Jerry Kelly, a long par putt.

00:16:17:19

JOHN COOK:  Yeah.  A good solid 10 feet, John.  But not much to this.  It will fall a tiny bit to the right, but not much.  It gets outside of the hole, it will have a tendency to stay right there.
00:16:31:10

LANNY WADKINS:  You get the feeling that if Kelly is going to come back to this field, all this--to the field this is the club that's going to cause him to come back.  He's hitting every fairway and green right now.  So, uh, it leaves nothing but the putter.

00:16:43:03

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Well, I think this is an important putt for him, right now.

00:16:46:07

LANNY WADKINS:  Keep things going, no question.

00:16:46:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Exactly. [putter clicks]
00:16:53:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That is rock solid, right there. [clapping] Jerry Kelly.  Coming off five birdies, makes a great par save at the 15th.  He's got a 3-shot lead over three players.  Langer, just four shots back.  Scott McCarron, as well.  Tom Byrum with a 67 today. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:17:22:25

WHIT WATSON:  We go up the green at the 16th.  Woody Austin with a long one for birdie here.

00:17:26:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He hit two nice shots, Whit.  He only had about 100 yards in here, and just spun it back.  And just another player not controlling the spin on his wedge.  Now, 45 feet.  No problem, though, for Woody. [cheers and clapping] It might have been where he wanted it.

00:17:42:07

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  That's exactly where he wanted it.
00:17:47:14

WHIT WATSON:  Take you back out to 15.

00:17:48:18

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Scott McCarron, his third.

00:17:50:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And he's got his hands full here. [club swing] The ball sits on the upslope, trying to get it all the way back there.
00:17:55:25

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Can't do it much better than that, Billy-Ray.

00:17:59:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle] [clapping] Pretty classy, there.

00:18:00:21

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, sir.

00:18:02:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Woody Austin at the tee at 17. [club swing] This wood set coming off three birdies in a row.  A chance to make it four. [ball thunk] [cheers and clapping] Boy, they are knocking the flagstick down here at 17.
00:18:19:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Tom Gillis has this for par at the 15th.

00:18:23:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A great crowd around this green here at 15.  And a putt that comes over just over a little ridge then back down the hill. [clapping]
00:18:37:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  We saw a beautiful tee shot at 17 by Woody Austin.  This is to get within one. [cheers and clapping]
00:18:46:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  I like this new stroke of Woody's, Lanny.  That's beautiful.

00:18:49:24

LANNY WADKINS:  It looks good.  I--I've always thought his stroke looks good.  The results just aren't what he likes a lot of times.
00:18:56:08

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 16.  This is Darren Clarke for a two-putt birdie.

00:19:00:01

JOHN COOK:  This is one of those little ticklers.  It goes back down the hill, got a little speed to it.  Not much other than that.  You've just got to keep your head steady and confident stroke.
00:19:12:06

LANNY WADKINS:  And that's exactly what he did. [clapping] Very nice.  That gets Clarky to 6.

00:19:20:01

WHIT WATSON:  Get rid of some of those squares, he'd be right in the middle of this thing.

00:19:22:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He's--he's made some birdies.  Just--just too many squares.
00:19:27:06

WHIT WATSON:  Now Kelly to remain at 12. [clapping] Coaches that home.  Not very happy about it.
00:19:36:26

WHIT WATSON:  Bernhard Langer with a very good chance at the 18th.

00:19:40:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Just left center.  And he gets it in there. [clapping] Bernhard Langer has gotten himself within three of the lead.  And that's the perfect position to take a run tomorrow.

00:19:51:29

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 16.  Scott McCarron.

00:19:54:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And getting a ruling here.  Got a pretty good break.  That ball came to rest in a nasty lie.  But he's going to standing in some tire tracks.  So he was able to get relief.  Free drop.  Now, it's in the first cut.  Much better lie.  Plenty of green to work with.
00:20:12:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Take this downstairs and let it chase out a little bit, Billy, or--or up?

00:20:17:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  No, I--I got--again, you know, I--I think it's--it's right in front of him.  It--it calls for a shot that's much flatter in trajectory and just run it up there.  I don't think there is no need to try to fly it back there.  Take the guesswork out here. [club swing]
00:20:29:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It should run out from this position, here.
00:20:31:23

LANNY WADKINS:  It did.  That was well-played there.  That was beautiful. [clapping] Really nice there by Scott McCarron.
00:20:39:02

WHIT WATSON:  So a very good chance for McCarron at 16 to get to 9 under.
00:20:45:27

WHIT WATSON:  Go back to the Celebrity Shootout behind these players on the back nine.  Jack Nicklaus, another birdie putt.  This is at the 14th.
00:20:54:04

CROWD:  Yeah, oh.
00:20:56:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, that stroke hadn't changed.

00:20:58:29

WHIT WATSON:  Now, Gillis to get to 10 under at the 16th.

00:21:01:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, coming from the opposite side of the hole than which Goosen did.  So this is going to break to the left.  Oh, just not enough speed.

00:21:14:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Letting one get away, right there. [clapping] It was a good look there by Gillis.
00:21:21:08

WHIT WATSON:  Billy-Ray, that was a pretty good break that McCarron got, being able to get relief from those tire tracks.

00:21:26:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It was a huge break, too.  And when that ball came to rest after he dropped it in the first cut, the ball is sitting down.  You knew you didn't have to be concerned about spin.  So it was a straightforward shot.  But now what you have to do, taking advantage of the break, go ahead and make this, and make your birdie, and move onto 17.
00:21:48:12

WHIT WATSON:  Number 5 in Driving Distance on the PGA Tour Champions this year.  But as I mentioned earlier, the key stats, he's Number 1 in Scoring Average, Number 1 in Birdie Average on Tour.  And this birdie would get him within three shots of the lead if he can coax it in.

00:22:05:07

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, and he--he may be 5 in Driving Distance.  But when you add two shots together, he's probably right at the very top.  And that was a good 4 there for Scotty at 16. [clapping]
00:22:16:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And he took a good long look at the Leaderboard just to the right of the green at 16.  So he knows he has to play catch-up. [music]
00:22:23:21

WHIT WATSON:  Unsurprisingly, with a $757,000 lead in the Money List, Scott McCarron has more wins than anybody else, with three.  No one else has more than two.  Bernhard Langer has a couple, including a Major.  Steve Stricker has two Majors.  He won Regions and the U.S. Senior Open.  Kevin Sutherland, two wins, both in playoffs, both against Scott Parel this year.

00:22:46:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  How about that?

00:22:47:15

JOHN COOK:  Uh-uh.
00:22:47:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, at the 17th, Jerry Smith, this for birdie.  Quick little stroke. [cheers and clapping] Gets the job done.
00:23:02:09

WHIT WATSON:  So here you go.  From 16 green through the concourse.
00:23:07:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  A little souvenir there.

00:23:08:15

WHIT WATSON:  A little souvenir for the fan that hung out.

00:23:09:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.

00:23:14:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Isn't this amazing?  Look at--

00:23:15:07

WHIT WATSON:  Are they--are they happy to have golf back here at Warwick Hills?

00:23:17:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  No doubt about that, either.  That's fantastic.

00:23:20:16

LANNY WADKINS:  They just did the wave. [laugh] They're doing the wave out at 18.  Yeah, they wave at everybody, so there you go.  They had--they're having fun out there.  This--this hole always had fun.  It was--

00:23:30:29

WHIT WATSON:  Yes.

00:23:30:29

LANNY WADKINS:  It was, let's say, a little on the rowdy side when we played.  Maybe a lot, Billy-Ray?
00:23:37:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle] Yeah, it is back to look--in full force.

00:23:38:25

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, McCarron ready to go.

00:23:40:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  What a great setting here at 17.  155 yards. [club swing] This is right it.  A good-looking line.  It should go right over the top of the flag.

00:23:53:09

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, sir.  Again. [cheers and clapping] How about it?  Wow.

00:23:57:05

WHIT WATSON:  It could be a heck of an up-and-down for Woody Austin.

00:23:59:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  The second shot didn't fly.  He was on the front of the green.  Actually, great pace.  About three-and-a-half feet here. [ball thunk] [clapping] And he's holing out very nicely right now, putting with a lot of confidence.  Great round for Woody.  Right in the middle of--this on a course that he's won on before.

00:24:16:12

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.

00:24:18:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  The 17th.  McCarron, this to get within 2. [cheers and clapping] No problem.
00:24:30:07

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  He caught fire on this second nine.  Three birdies in his last four holes.

00:24:45:18

WHIT WATSON:  [Clapping] A nice shot from Jerry Kelly at 18.  He'll have that to save par and post at 12 under.  Woody Austin's in the clubhouse at minus 11 after a 65 today.  Scott McCarron in very good shape in the fairway at 18, as he bids for a 4th win this year.

00:25:04:26

WHIT WATSON:  Now Kelly for his par.

00:25:05:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, about three feet, Cookie.  Not much in this.

00:25:08:01

JOHN COOK:  Not much in this.  He hit a really good bunker shot.  It--it didn't look that tough.  It was on an uphill lie.  So you never quite know how your catch is going be out of there.  But really nice round of golf, right there, for Jerry Kelly. [clapping]
00:25:19:13

LANNY WADKINS:  It was.  And the putting stroke overall looked really solid today.  That's what he's going to need tomorrow to keep that putter, uh, going forward.  He's hitting a lot of quality iron shots.
00:25:30:05

ANNOUNCER:  From [indistinct], North Carolina, winner of three PGA Tour events.  Eleven times a winner on the PGA Tour Champions.  He is currently number one in the Schwab Cup standings, Scott McCarron. [clapping]
00:25:42:15

WHIT WATSON:  The introduction for Scott McCarron, Number 1 on the Money List on the PGA Tour Champions.

00:25:46:24

ANNOUNCER: --on the PGA Tour, including the 2001 U.S. Open.  More than two dozen international victories in his rookie year of the PGA Tour Champions.  A member of the World Golf Hall of Fame, Retief Goosen. [clapping]
00:26:03:27

ANNOUNCER:  And from Lake Orion, Michigan, two-time Michigan Open Champion, and only his second year on the PGA Tour Champions with seven Top 10 finishes, Tom Gillis. [clapping]
00:26:14:05

WHIT WATSON:  And a big round of applause for Tom Gillis.  Lake Orion, Michigan, his current hometown.  Born in Pontiac.
00:26:21:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, well-deserved.
00:26:24:00

WHIT WATSON:  So they wait of the introductions.  And now McCarron, a long way home here, Billy-Ray.

00:26:27:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  And really disappointed in Scott McCarron as he approached the green here at 18.  Lanny, that shot spun back some 25 feet, now a good 50 feet-plus coming back up this slope.
00:26:39:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  I mean, we see Scott McCarron do that all the time, Billy-Ray.  And I'm--I'm just amazed that he hadn't figured out how not to do that at this stage.

00:26:46:12

MALE:  Got it.
00:26:46:25

LANNY WADKINS:  But he might have made 3 the hard way. [cheers and clapping]
00:26:48:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, if you do that it doesn't matter.

00:26:50:26

LANNY WADKINS:  No, I guess not.
00:26:51:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh]
00:26:52:08

LANNY WADKINS:  But what a putt.

00:26:54:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Wow.  He got the hot hand coming the stretch.

00:27:01:12

WHIT WATSON:  That ball was 10 feet out when he started walking.

00:27:03:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, it was.  And it was dead center.  It didn't have a lot of movement to it. And he knew the pace was correct.

00:27:11:20

WHIT WATSON:  Look how early he's moving.  Go in. [laugh]
00:27:13:13

LANNY WADKINS:  He's saying, "Go in.  Go in.  Go in."
00:27:14:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That usually doesn't work.

00:27:15:02

WHIT WATSON:  I know it.
00:27:15:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Normally, it's early call, ball won't fall.

00:27:21:12

WHIT WATSON:  Take one more look at the Leaderboards.  Jerry Kelly with a 65 on Saturday.  Woody Austin matching that.  Two of the best rounds we've seen this week.  Big group at 7 under.  But again, 10 players at 8 under or better.  That is within four shots of the lead. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:27:48:05

WHIT WATSON:  Overcast skies in Grand Blanc, Michigan.  Championship Sunday at the Ally Challenge at Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins.  And highlights from Jerry Kelly, off to a great start this week.  This, his second shot at the 6th.
00:28:02:01

LANNY WADKINS:  His golf game, tee-to-green [club swing] has just been spot on.  Driving it wonderful.  And a lot of really nice iron shots, just like this at the 6th.

00:28:11:06

WHIT WATSON:  He'd make birdie there. [clapping] Get to 13 under par, a player who missed only one fairway in the first two days of the tournament.  Another birdie chance at 7.

00:28:18:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Giving himself a lot of looks like this.  And even the worst putter in the world is going to stumble some of those in. [clapping] Jerry's not that.  But he's really got it going well today.

00:28:28:01

WHIT WATSON:  So he birdies the par 5.  And then over at 10, the par 4, one of the shots of the day for Kelly. [club swing]
00:28:33:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Just a surprisingly poor tee shot.  But this is outstanding.  Just really well-played, well-judged.  Gets it on the green.  He's got a very difficult putt from about 30 feet.  Moves hard left to right.  And this is beautiful.
00:28:49:15

WHIT WATSON:  Taking advantage of the good break and the good shot from the left rough.  And Jerry Kelly walking it in [cheers and clapping] to get to 15 under par.  He was 7 under on the par 4s over the first two days.  That was the best of anybody in the field at the Ally Challenge.  And it is a 2-shot lead as we speak.  Kelly at 15 under.  Woody Austin, two back.  Tim Petrovic is at 11 under par, as this field begins to spread out a little bit.  Final Round at the Ally Challenge presented by McLaren.

00:29:19:20

WHIT WATSON:  Take you out to the 16th, Retief Goosen, who is four back.  Check it, five back with a birdie putt at 16.

00:29:26:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A really disappointing day yesterday. [clapping] Took Retief out of contention.
00:29:31:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  To 18.
00:29:32:11

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples, who was a winner here on the PGA Tour back in 1994.
00:29:40:15

LANNY WADKINS:  About 50 feet, up the hill, moving left to right. [cheers and clapping] Oh, yeah, Freddy.  Nice way to finish your week.  And you're going, "Why couldn't I have chalked that up into about four little putts and be a lot lower."
00:29:54:11

WHIT WATSON:  Finishes at 9 under.  And that means that Couples is the Leader in the clubhouse right now, with a 5-under round of 67, his best of the week.
00:30:04:23

WHIT WATSON:  Par-4 14th, a very short one.  John Cook with this group.

00:30:08:21

JOHN COOK:  Thank you, Whit.  David Toms, a perfect drive, right in front of the green.  Beautiful motion.  A little check.  A little release.
00:30:16:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, his chipping action is just gorgeous.

00:30:19:00

WHIT WATSON:  David Toms is at 10 under, which puts him five shots off the lead held by Kelly.  Woody Austin just two shots back, as he's got this at 12.

00:30:28:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  He's got a great chance here to get one shot closer to Jerry Kelly.  Not much break in this putt.  But it's slightly back up the hill.  Woody coming off a great up-and-down at the par-3 11th.
00:30:52:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  One of our stronger players from tee-to-green here.  He gets the putter working, he's going to be hard to handle coming down the stretch, even though he's two shots back.

00:31:00:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Retief Goosen, first time on the 17th here.  145 yards.  Hole location on the front left. [club swing] 6 under for the day.  A chance to go 7 under for the day. [clapping]
00:31:17:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over to 12.

00:31:18:14

WHIT WATSON:  Where Scott McCarron, who is coming off a bogey at 9, and a bogey at 10, is trying to avoid bogey at 12.
00:31:26:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he got a great up-and-down back at the par-3 11th.  Hit it over the green here from 76 yards.
00:31:34:27

WHIT WATSON:  David Toms, 2 under on his round today.  Tied for 5th at 10 under.  This for birdie.
00:31:41:05

JOHN COOK:  And the payoff of a beautiful little pitch shot, now.  Just a couple of feet.  Getting towards the end of the week means there are no gimmes.  Got to pay attention.
00:32:01:07

WHIT WATSON:  And we go back to 12.  Austin for par.
00:32:04:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And if there is one weakness, we've talked about his putting and it but it's short distance.  When he missed a couple of putts yesterday from inside two feet.  But walks that one in there. [clapping] Confident stroke there from Austin.
00:32:23:14

WHIT WATSON:  Woody Austin, 68, 65 the first two days.  Kelly went 67, 65 in the first two rounds.  He's got this left.

00:32:36:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  No wonder he's playing well here, Lanny.  Jerry Kelly drives it in the fairway and he's a good iron player.  And that's what you need to have here, and be able to work the ball in both directions. [clapping]
00:32:45:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And he's been very nice at that.  And he's been holing out very nicely with his short putts.
00:32:50:12

WHIT WATSON:  13.

00:32:51:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Bernhard Langer, a long birdie putt here at the par 5.  It should move to his left.  Got to give this one a pretty good hit to get it back there.  It looks pretty good, right there.
00:33:03:22

CROWD:  Oh!
00:33:04:21

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Wow.  Just ran out of steam.
00:33:06:17

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Colin Montgomery 8 under par here at the 17th.  This for birdie.
00:33:17:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Coming back up the hill.  Don't have to worry about the speed.  Move a little to his right.
00:33:26:28

CROWD:  Oh!

00:33:30:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Sometimes it's just not fair.  That was an awfully good putt not to go in.

00:33:38:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Back to 14.

00:33:39:26

WHIT WATSON:  And everybody is taking a run at this green today, the 14th.  Langer with his second shot. [club swing]
00:33:47:04

LANNY WADKINS:  He's playing the break.  Should work a little right to left.  And he just overcooked it.  But an excellent pitch, as well. [clapping]
00:33:53:22

WHIT WATSON:  Back one to 13.

00:33:55:18

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  And Jerry Kelly looking at his 3rd shot here at the par 5.

00:34:00:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Surveying the situation.  You're just under 100 yards.  And Lanny, I am surprised they have use this, uh, left side of the green.  You get on that right-hand side over there, it's, um--it is dicey, brings the water into play.  But it's--it's got a lot of slope on that right-hand side.  And the greens are pretty fast.

00:34:15:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  But I mean, there has always--it's--it's very--they used it in years past.  We've seen it over there, you know, for, you know, 30 years, or more.  And then all of a sudden, to not use it.  You know, you're talking about, it really makes you, you know, pay attention to your wedge shot in here.
00:34:29:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Well, you still have to pay attention to this one.  There is slope here too, as well.  If you don't carry it far enough back there, it backs up all the way to the front.

00:34:35:08

LANNY WADKINS:  And the other thing I think here, John, if the flag's right, I think you would actually see more people going at it, because they would put it in the bunker [club swing] with a very simple little bunker shot.

00:34:44:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And he flights it down, though, trying to get it back there.  Scott McCarron did play his second shot here and ended up in the water. [clapping] He'll have a fourth shot.

00:34:53:03

WHIT WATSON:  At the 14th, Bernhard Langer.  He's looking for a birdie that would get him to 10 under.  And there it is.  Walks it in. [clapping] So Langer within five shots of the lead.

00:35:06:10

WHIT WATSON:  The old Buick Open here at Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club, Billy Casper won the first one in 1958.  Ten years later, Tom Weiskopf.  Lanny Wadkins, at the age of 12, winning it in 1982.
00:35:17:22

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle]
00:35:18:20

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples, 1994.  Vijay won it three times, as did Tiger.  2009, in fact was the last PGA Tour event here at this golf course.  People were thrilled to see it in the rotation for the PGA Tour Champions.
00:35:32:24

WHIT WATSON:  Petrovic for birdie at 16.
00:35:35:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Hit his third just over the back of the green.

00:35:38:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Woody Austin looking at an uphill birdie putt here at 13, Billy-Ray.

00:35:43:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  It's, as you said, uphill.  It's going to break a little bit from right to left.  Still not inside the third shot of Jerry Kelly.  Woody visibly disappointed with that little pitch.  And he is fantastic around the greens.  I thought he'd get that, uh, inside at least a couple three to four feet.  But not the case.  But putting very well this week.

00:36:06:15

LANNY WADKINS:  This putter he's got, Billy-Ray, it--it--he had to take it out of play.  The head came loose a couple weeks ago in Canada.

00:36:11:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.

00:36:12:10

LANNY WADKINS:  And he couldn't get it fixed locally.  He had to send it back to the factory.  Didn't use it until the second round this week.

00:36:21:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Well, that was solid, right there.  Just a little too hard.
00:36:26:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  And Woody Austin, we see his victory here in 1995 Buick Open.  Won in a playoff over Mike Brisky.  Ernie Els just a shot back.  Jeff Sluman, as well.
00:36:40:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Ernie Els will be out here pretty soon.

00:36:41:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, he will.
00:36:43:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Tom Byrum 17 under, as well.  Being familiar with the golf course is important, I think.  And having won on that's even more so, don't you think, Lanny?

00:36:52:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, you already know how to play it.  You're--you're not afraid to shoot 65 or 66, because you've probably done that several times when you've won here.  So, uh, you go out there with that mind set, rather than trying to just, "Gosh, I hope I play good and shoot 68."
00:37:06:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, let's see what Jerry Kelly can do here at 13.

00:37:08:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he learned a lot from the putt of Woody Austin.  He has a little different style of putting, though.  He dies the ball at the hole.
00:37:15:03

JERRY KELLY:  Oh, come on.
00:37:16:29

CROWD:  Oh!
00:37:16:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh.  The horseshoe.

00:37:18:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Wow.

00:37:19:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Unbelievable.  I'm with you.  Take a look at this.  His reaction.
00:37:30:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, David Toms, birdie putt here at 15.

00:37:32:06

JOHN COOK:  After a beautiful 7 iron over--right over the top of the flag, John.  Not much to this.  It might want to die a tiny bit to the right.

00:37:40:17

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Look what it did.
00:37:42:13

JOHN COOK:  Carrying some pace.
00:37:44:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Some good-looking putts so far.  But just some of them not going in right now.  A great look down below. [music] The Ally Challenge.  Jerry Kelly with a two-shot lead.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:38:05:11

WHIT WATSON:  Retief Goosen has this left for his par to remain at 11 under.

00:38:09:07

LANNY WADKINS:  It's right at the front of the green.  And, uh, pretty good play to get it all the way back here. [clapping] And good score for Retief today.  He's going to lament that 73 in the second round.  Cost him a ch--a shot at winning.

00:38:24:18

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, second shot for--at the 15th for Bernhard Langer, coming out of the right rough. [club swing] Take it in there low.  Start at the center of the green, if you can.  Just like that. [clapping] A beautiful golf shot.  Allowed for the--a little bit of a flier coming out of the rough.
00:38:45:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Steve Flesch, this for birdie.  Move slightly to his left. [cheers and clapping] How about that?  Nice putt from just off the edge.  It gets him to 11 under par.
00:39:01:03

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Tom Gillis at 15.  He's 9 under par.  His second shot.  Big tee shot.  He's going in there with a short iron. [club swing] I like his swing, Lanny.

00:39:10:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He's got a nice golf swing.  It really clears the left side well, John. [ball thunk] And plenty of room to release him right down the line, just like that. [clapping]
00:39:17:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  One of the best shots of the day, right there.

00:39:20:17

WHIT WATSON:  Now, back to 14.  Woody Austin with his second.

00:39:23:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Another little pitch shot.  See if he can improve.  He didn't hit such a good one at 13.
00:39:29:09

LANNY WADKINS:  He tried to force the issue there.  He just got a little too frisky.

00:39:33:17

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Bernhard Langer at the 15th for birdie to get to 11 under.  Got it out too far.
00:39:43:25

WHIT WATSON:  Woody Austin back at 14, trying to gain on Kelly.

00:39:48:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Now, coming down the slope, it's going to turn hard to his right.  And you got to be so gentle with it, it's hard to get it far enough out to the left.

00:39:55:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, he did.
00:39:55:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.
00:39:56:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Beautiful putt. [clapping]
00:39:57:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A little fist pump there before the ball even got in the hole.

00:39:59:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And he gets within one shot of the lead.
00:40:03:02

WHIT WATSON:  Tim Petrovic to post at 12 under.
00:40:07:13

LANNY WADKINS:  A tough little read.  It might go a little left at first then back right at the end.  And it did. [cheers and clapping] Very good putt.  Great read, right there, by Petrovic.
00:40:15:16

WHIT WATSON:  How about that?

00:40:18:13

WHIT WATSON:  Now back to 16, Tom Lehman trying to get to double digits.

00:40:21:20

JOHN COOK:  Tom had it just off the front of the green.  Hit a nice little pitch up here, about five feet, right-to-lefter. [clapping]
00:40:30:03

WHIT WATSON:  Steve Flesch has a birdie putt that would tie the clubhouse lead with Petrovic.

00:40:34:20

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Excellent second shot.  Got to be bold with it, Fleschy.  Oh, he leaked it in the edge. [cheers and clapping] Holing speed, right there.  66.  Good round for Steve.

00:40:45:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Jerry Kelly from the fairway.

00:40:48:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he is in the fairway, John.  But the left-hand side.  And about 40 yards in front of him there is some overhanging tree limbs that will present an issue with that hole in the back-left part of the green.  He's going to have to go out to the right. [club swing]
00:41:02:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Trying to draw it in.

00:41:04:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And the wind in the opposite direction. [ball thunk]
00:41:06:11

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  How about this golf shot?

00:41:08:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That is a fabulous golf shot, there.  Absolutely fabulous. [clapping]
00:41:11:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  It's what happens when you hit solid every trip.

00:41:14:28

WHIT WATSON:  And Wes Short, Jr. the most recent Winner on the PGA Tour Champions.  This is for birdie.
00:41:21:17

LANNY WADKINS:  The recipient--well, the recipient of a really good bounce off a rock up in Canada.  A good try, right there. [clapping]
00:41:29:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Woody Austin look--looking at at a par putt here at the 15th.
00:41:34:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  John, an important putt for Woody Austin.  Not inside the second shot of Jerry Kelly.  And he has a birdie attempt here.  And putt coming across the green.  It's a tough read.  It wants to go a little bit right at the end and straight, uh--at the get go, and then straighten up at the end.

00:41:49:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Well, he hasn't made a bogey on the second nine all week.  See if he can make a good stroke here.  If it's enough.  Look at, oh, my goodness.

00:42:00:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It went left at the end.

00:42:01:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh.  Yeah.  I'm with you, Woody.

00:42:02:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle]
00:42:03:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  [Chuckle]
00:42:04:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That looked good for a long time.
00:42:08:03

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That--my goodness.

00:42:09:27

WHIT WATSON:  Lanny, what do we say?  Early call--

00:42:12:02

LANNY WADKINS:  --ball won't fall.

00:42:13:07

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Uh-oh.

00:42:13:09

LANNY WADKINS:  It was right on the track, too.

00:42:14:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh]
00:42:15:07

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle]
00:42:16:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Oh!

00:42:16:29

LANNY WADKINS:  There he is.  See, he was celebrating.
00:42:18:04

WHIT WATSON:  He was off to the races.

00:42:19:17

LANNY WADKINS:  And Woody never celebrates early.
00:42:21:15

WHIT WATSON:  [Laugh]
00:42:22:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Usually, it's late.

00:42:24:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over to 16.
00:42:25:07

WHIT WATSON:  Bernhard Langer also an awkward position, kind of similar to what Toms faced. [club swing]
00:42:32:06

LANNY WADKINS:  That lie looked down and--and nasty, not very good. [clapping] And that's a pretty good shot from there, as a poor a lie as Bernhard had there.

00:42:42:22

WHIT WATSON:  Bernhard Langer with two wins this year.  And he is 4th on the Money List.  Scott McCarron still leads.  Three wins for him.  Nobody else on Tour has more than two.  Jerry Kelly, Steve Stricker.  Stricker with two wins this year.  Both major championships.  He picked two good events to win, the Regions Tradition and the United States Senior Open.

00:43:04:05

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 15.

00:43:04:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Speaking of McCarron, this for birdie at 15.

00:43:07:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  And trying to get something going coming down the stretch.  He birdied four of the last five yesterday.
00:43:13:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Just not happening today.

00:43:15:15

LANNY WADKINS:  You know, interesting.  He was right in position last year and shot [cup rattles], I think, it was 77 [clapping], his worst round of the year, here for his final round last year.  And he's 4 over today.  I mean, Scott McCarron doesn’t like the last round [chuckle] here at--at Warwick Hills.

00:43:31:18

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah, you're right, Lanny.  77 in the final round yesterday after a 63 in round two last year.

00:43:38:14

LANNY WADKINS:  And looked, you know, every bit the guy who was going to be contending all day today when he finished up yesterday.  But just has not had it.

00:43:46:09

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  This man has.  Jerry Kelly, this for birdie.
00:43:57:09

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Will it come back?  Nope.

00:44:05:10

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, David Toms has a birdie putt coming down the hill here at 17, John.

00:44:09:08

JOHN COOK:  You can say that again, John.  This is ultra-quick, right here.  Electing to leave the flagstick in.  And this might be the one instance in a million that I would leave the flagstick in.

00:44:20:08

LANNY WADKINS:  I'm still having a hard time getting used to it.  And it's been almost a year. [chuckle]
00:44:25:21

JOHN COOK:  It really starts to pick up speed about right there.

00:44:28:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh, is it going to come back enough?  That was pretty good, right there.

00:44:32:29

JOHN COOK:  Just a couple of feet left.  I think he'll take that.

00:44:35:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.

00:44:40:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Jerry Kelly in pretty good shape to the left of the green at 16, a chance to get it up and down and extend his lead.  Fred Couples with a 67 today.
00:44:53:00

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  This a moment ago at 17, Jerry Smith for birdie.  1 over for the day. [cheers and clapping] Yeah.  He gets it back to even for the day, and 9 under for the tournament.  Circles and squares.
00:45:10:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Back to 16.

00:45:12:21

WHIT WATSON:  Now Jerry Kelly now playing his fourth.

00:45:16:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Billy-Ray, did you see that coming at all?
00:45:18:00

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Not at all.  He has been in control when he shot around the green.  Yeah, I was just amazed by the length of the backswing, and just tried to stab it up that hill.  And now this out of the first cut.  That's going to come up well short.
00:45:35:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, my. [clapping]
00:45:39:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, Woody's got an opening here.  Can you play a really great shot?  It might be a two-shot swing if he does.

00:45:44:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he's--you know, he's got the lie to do it, playing very quickly here. [club swing] Oh, a beautiful-looking shot.  It's going to land softly, too.  Oh, it's just on the corner of the fringe and runs out a lot more than what he anticipated. [clapping] He's disappointed at that.  That was a very nice shot.  Bad break there, in my opinion.

00:46:03:11

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now Tom Gillis at 17, just this left for birdie to get to 10 under. [cheers and clapping] Big cheers from the hometown folks.

00:46:16:03

WHIT WATSON:  Back at 16, Woody Austin marking.  And big putt coming up here, to put it mildly, for Jerry Kelly.

00:46:23:14

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Huge putt.  He got a good read from the putt of Scott McCarron.  Not a lot of break.  If it does anything, if it loses speed, it will gently work its way back to the left.

00:46:41:18

MALE:  Yeah. [clapping]
00:46:42:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Man, that was some putt.  That's a dagger right into Woody Austin's heart, too.

00:46:52:13

WHIT WATSON:  David Toms has a birdie putt at the 18th to post at 12 under.

00:46:56:17

JOHN COOK:  A little more underneath the hole than Tom Lehman.  But this still will definitely move left to right, back up the hill.

00:47:01:15

MALE:  Go in. [cheers and clapping]
00:47:04:13

LANNY WADKINS:  And a good finish by David Toms.

00:47:09:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Just a solid 9 iron, you think?
00:47:11:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I think this is the play here.  You--what you need to do here, given that hole location just on the front here, take a club that you can carry the front of that bunker, but you can actually hit a [club swing] full shot.  Carries it out to right, drawing it back toward the hole.  How about this?

00:47:29:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That's a very, very good shot. [clapping]
00:47:32:04

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Execution to a tee.

00:47:33:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, sir.  Very nice.

00:47:37:06

WHIT WATSON:  2-shot lead and he is in close at the 17th.  Plenty of ice cream to go around here at the Ally Challenge.

00:47:49:17

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah. [cheers and clapping] Nothing like walking to the 18th with a 3-shot lead.

00:47:55:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Two's nice, three's better.

00:47:57:18

WHIT WATSON:  Jerry Kelly with four wins on the PGA Tour Champions.  His most recent at the American Family Insurance Championship.  He got into a three-way playoff with Retief Goosen and Steve Stricker.  This was his second shot at 15 in the playoff.  Stricker was eliminated on the first playoff hole.  [cheers and clapping] Kelly shot 66 on Sunday to get to the playoff and then the putt to win it.  In front of hometown fans back in Wisconsin just outside of Madison.  Beating Goosen and Stricker in the playoff.  Fourth career win and his first of 2019.
00:48:47:22

WHIT WATSON:  See if Woody Austin can get one more putt to drop.  He's 2 under on his round today.

00:48:53:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Very slow coming back up the slope.
00:48:56:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Moves to the left pretty good once he gets around the hole.  This looks pretty solid.  I guess.  Now they go in, Woody. [cheers and clapping] Takes care of 2nd.

00:49:11:28

WHIT WATSON:  How about that from Woody Austin?  Shake of the head.  What are you going to do?

00:49:21:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh] "Finally," he says.

00:49:22:13

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  Golf is funny.

00:49:24:10

LANNY WADKINS:  "Why couldn't I break that up into about three putts?"
00:49:32:14

LANNY WADKINS:  I mean, he is a good 35 feet.
00:49:50:01

LANNY WADKINS:  But like we said, his pace has been excellent.  And it was one more time. [clapping]
00:50:06:10

WHIT WATSON:  Jerry Kelly is the champion in Grand Blanc.  The Winner of the Ally Challenge presented by McLaren.  His 5th career win on the PGA Tour Champions, his second this year.
00:50:25:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Just great playing by Jerry.  It was--it was really, really outstanding.  Uh, he never looked flustered or bothered by anything.  He just stayed under control.  And he knew what he had going.  He had fairways and greens going.  He knew it.  And he just stuck to his game plan.

00:50:40:01

MALE:  Nice win, Aaron.  I was watching the whole way--well, I wasn't watching.  I saw it the whole way around.
00:50:49:00

LANNY WADKINS:  He's good friends with Aaron Rogers is one of his best friends, Packers.  So I'm assuming the Packers won.

00:50:55:25

WHIT WATSON:  I'm guessing they did.  He must have been scoring updates.  Scott McCarron maintains his lead.  But Jerry Kelly is gaining on him.  Now $492,000 behind McCarron.  Steve Stricker remains in third.  David Toms moving up three spots with a tie for 3rd.  And Woody Austin up three spots into 9th on the Money List.  All-important to be inside the top 72 before those Playoffs begin. [music]
00:52:08:01

End of Recording
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