KORN FERRY TOUR – NATIONWIDE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:31:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Greetings, and welcome to Columbus, Ohio on a sun-splashed Thursday morning for opening round coverage of the Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship, the first of three Korn Ferry Tour Finals events.  25 PGA Tour Cards up for grabs in these Finals.  Steve Burkowski and Craig Perks with you.  Some highlights from earlier in the day.  And this is Matthew NeSmith at 12.
00:00:54:09

CRAIG PERKS:  46th on the Regular Season Points List and trying to get off to a good start here in Columbus.  Well done, there.
00:01:01:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A former standout at South Carolina, in that first group off this morning, playing well.  And how about Victor Hovland?  So much attention given to the [club swing] young Norwegian coming into this week.
00:01:09:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, his last four starts on the PGA Tour were incredible.  And a good start here [clapping] on Thursday at the Scarlet Course.
00:01:17:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That was at 7.  That led to birdie.  That moved him to 3 under.  But how about another Oklahoma State Cowboy making some noise?  Kevin Dougherty for birdie at 12.
00:01:25:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, not great form heading into these Finals events.  Three straight missed cuts at the end of the regular season.  Stands up on the par-3 13th, [club swing] 223 yards.  There's absolutely no way you can get to this hole location.  Not possible.  It's tucked left. [ball thunk] Well, Kevin can.  A heck of a golf shot there.
00:01:45:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That would lead to back-to-back birdies for Kevin Dougherty, three out of four on the back nine, moving him to 5 under par.  Heartbreak a year ago in Portland, in the regular season finale for Kevin Dougherty.  Perhaps he finds redemption here this week in Columbus as we're off and running. [music]
00:02:05:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over at the 9th now, a look at behind the green, a short par 4.  Morgan Hoffmann, what a story Morgan is.  Excuse me.  Cameron Percy with his second.  9's not a very long hole.  It's a--it's a birdie-able hole, depending on where they stick the hole location.  Today the hole is cut just three steps on the left edge, far in the back.  So you've got to be careful.  You see he hasn't missed a green today.  He's been playing very steady.  This is a demanding tee-to-green golf course here.  And if you're a good ball-striker, you have a tremendous advantage.  Tough to kind of shoot a good score around this one, to fake it if you're not hitting it very well. [club swing] I expect this to be right of the hole, somewhere in the middle of green. [ball thunk] And--or turn it in there right next to it. [clapping] What a beautiful shot there.  Percy, a chance to go to 4 under.
00:03:02:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to 10, Doug Ghim, his second.
00:03:04:03

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Just 133 left. [club swing] A pitching wedge.  Well, he's had a good start so far this.  This is another beautiful-looking shot. [ball thunk]
00:03:15:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Right underneath the hole.  That is a good leave, putting straight up the--the fall line.
00:03:24:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  First look at 16, the short par 4.  Matt NeSmith getting ready for his second shot.  He's 4 under on the day.  And, uh, in very good position here on Day Number One.
00:03:33:24

CRAIG PERKS:  It's all about position off the tee, Steve, and then trying to control the--the spin.  You cannot go left.  Ideally, just keep it 8, 10 feet underneath the flag. [club swing]
00:03:58:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Just--

00:03:58:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Kind of like that?
00:03:58:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Just about like that.  Yes, sir.
00:04:02:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back to the 11th, Henrik Norlander has this for birdie.  He's headed back to the PGA Tour, by virtue of his very fine play in the regular season this year.  Discovered something with that club, right there. [ball thunk] And there's an example of it. [clapping] Changed the grip on his putter, went to more of a future style.  The seven degrees loft on his putter.  And as soon as he did that, he won the next week.
00:04:23:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Seven degrees is what you guys had on your drivers back in the day, Phil.
00:04:26:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  [Chuckle] No.  It was more than that.
00:04:27:17

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle].
00:04:28:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  As we go back to 9.
00:04:29:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Cameron Percy for his birdie. [cup rattles]
00:04:34:02

GOLFER:  Nice.
00:04:34:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A good putt, there. [clapping] Cameron finished 58th in the regular season on the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:04:40:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ahead to 16, NeSmith, we saw that good approach.  This to pay it off with birdie, move to 5 under, solo lead.  And what do you know.  Matthew NeSmith.
00:04:50:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The green at 12, Peter Uihlein, this for birdie, get back to 2 under.  He has good vibes here, Craig.
00:04:55:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he does.  A Champion here two years ago.  But not good vibes on 10 or 11, where he made back-to-back bogeys.
00:05:03:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 11th now.  Doug Ghim has a pretty tough-looking pitch, here, Gary, his third shot.
00:05:06:24

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Unbelievably intimidating shot here.  I was actually talking to Doug and watching him chip, uh, yesterday.  And it's phenomenal.  The way he hits it with absolute maximum bounce, just picking it off the surface but putting a load of spin on it.  He said he kind of studied Tiger and Jason Day when he was kind of formulating how to play his short game.  And he's, uh--I guess two people were pretty well turn--a good idea to listen to them.  Watch.  Let's see how he does this.  If he can get this within five or six feet, it will be a magnificent effort.
00:05:36:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I notice the big swings there.  But there wasn't much divot.  He was able to use the back--bottom of the club.  The bounce. [club swing] And he did there, as well. [ball thunk]
00:05:45:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  He doesn't disappoint, does he? [clapping]
00:05:47:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He does not.  What a splendid shot.  To be that aggressive and use the bottom of the club so well.  No digging, whatsoever.  I know you like that, Craig.
00:05:56:00

GARY CHRISTIAN:  What's so hard about that?
00:05:56:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  But don't look at me over there.
00:05:57:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  [Chuckle]
00:05:58:11

CRAIG PERKS:  What is so hard about that?
00:05:59:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  But you don't do it that way.  That was an entirely different technique.  A lot more abrupt in his backswing and steep onto the ball.
00:06:08:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Hovland at 12.
00:06:09:22

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  The only thing about Hovland, you know, talking about things to be impressed with, is, you know, uh, the--for 21 years old, he positions his golf ball, even--even when he has a club that you think you can get aggressive with, like the last hole.  It was a 9 iron.  But he played it to the right areas.  It's very smart golf, as well.  Highly-skilled, combine that with a high golf I.Q., those players don't fail very often.  This putt here will move ever-so-slightly to his right.  A really good chance for a 3 here.
00:06:55:17

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle] [cheers and clapping]
00:06:58:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Get used to seeing that smile.  Because he's gonna be a TV a lot, playing exceptionally good golf.  Viktor Hovland, an eagle at 12.
00:07:09:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Norlander.
00:07:11:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Just outside right edge.  About 8 feet.
00:07:20:10

CRAIG PERKS:  [Clapping] After a lengthy birdie putt at 11, another one at 12.  That'll--

00:07:24:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ahead to 16, Dougherty.
00:07:27:25

CRAIG PERKS:  All about [club swing] controlling the distance and the spin.  He works extremely hard on this part of the game.  And that was a little too aggressive for my liking.  But it's getting better.  Although that'll be a little tenuous one down the slope.
00:07:42:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over to the 11th now.  Percy with his second.  Hole cut over the bunker.  Really tough to get it close to. [club swing] [ball thunk]
00:07:56:07

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, no. [laugh] Look at that.  Incredible.  A very difficult hole location on a very difficult par 4.
00:08:04:16

CRAIG PERKS:  He can put the putter away.
00:08:05:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  I'm not sure he knows yet.
00:08:06:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  No, he doesn't.  No.  You can't see the surface of the green from there.

00:08:08:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Chuckle]
00:08:09:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That big bunker face blocks it--the view for it from you.
00:08:13:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Here at 12 with Ghim.
00:08:15:00

GARY CHRISTIAN:   Certainly some of the darts done, Gary, very nicely today.  Just about 240 left. [club swing] Just don't want to miss this right.  I don't know if he got all of that. [ball thunk]
00:08:28:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He did. [cheers and clapping] How about this shot at the 12th, the par 5, by Doug Ghim?  That short one remaining for eagle.
00:08:38:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  14, this is the second for Gibson.
00:08:40:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And dead in the middle of the fairway, 185.  A 7 iron in hand.  Wind out of the left, hurting just a little bit. [club swing]
00:08:52:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  This is a very challenging hole location.  And he seems to be taking it on, if it gets all the way back there. [ball thunk]
00:09:00:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, he did, Tripp.  A beautiful shot on the back fringe.  This, the depth of this green, 41 paces, and that hole location on 36.
00:09:10:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  13 now, Ghim for birdie.
00:09:13:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Just move right when it runs out of pace.  A good-looking line. [cheers and clapping]
00:09:23:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  What a beautiful putt there.  Eagle-birdie at 12 and 13 gets him to 5 under par, just one of the lead, Craig.

00:09:30:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Make--making some people happy back up in that tent, there, Phil.

00:09:32:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah.  They have a birdies--every birdie thing.
00:09:34:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Is it a little bit early for that, though?
00:09:35:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah.  I think it is.
00:09:37:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It's past noon.
00:09:38:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Cameron Percy now, his second at the 14th. [club swing]
00:09:42:13

CRAIG PERKS:  I think center of the green with a draw you can utilize the slope about 20 feet right of the flag.  Or else take it straight at it.  Making this three--that is a tremendous golf shot, 303rd combined start on the PGA Tour and the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:09:58:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hovland now at 16.
00:10:00:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Boy, this is a makeable putt.  He can make up for a poor wedge here.  Breaking to his right.
00:10:07:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yep.
00:10:08:24

CRAIG PERKS:  [Laugh] [clapping]
00:10:10:06

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Good, guys.
00:10:12:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Awfully impressive.  Hovland back to 5 under.  He's a shot off the lead.
00:10:19:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 16, second for Ghim.
00:10:21:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  What a great opportunity.  Just a wedge. [club swing] He's got a tiny little slope.  He's got to carry about 12 feet short.
00:10:31:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It listened. [clapping] Good shot there by Ghim.  But as you said, a--a quick one when you're above the hole at 16.
00:10:40:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now live on the 18th green, Hovland to finish up with birdie.
00:10:44:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, I like his chances, guys. [chuckle] This has been, uh, one of the most impressive rounds I--I have seen in a long, long time.  It just--positioning his golf ball, controlling everything.  I think it might be too late to buy low on Viktor Hovland.  But, uh, if it's still out there to buy it, buy, definitely, some stock. [cheers and clapping]
00:11:10:23

CRAIG PERKS:  He's finished with three straight birdies and now has the lead.
00:11:22:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Great scores here on a Thursday.  Now, in the early afternoon, opening round coverage of the Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship.  And they're all trying to catch this young man, the 21-year-old, Viktor Hovland, out in 33, home in 31.  It all adds up to a 7-under-par 64.
00:11:42:00

CRAIG PERKS:  I'm just gonna say this, Viktor.  When--not if, but when you make the PGA Tour, do not change anything.  You have the--the great demeanor, mindset, everything.  Just go trust your--your skill set and your talent.
00:11:52:18

VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Well, thank you.

00:11:53:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Cameron Percy, a birdie at 18.  Viktor, you've got company at the top of that Leaderboard now.
00:11:59:11

VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah.
00:11:59:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Someone--

00:12:00:14

VIKTOR HOVLAND:  That's a good round.
00:12:01:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --what did you say?  45 years of age?  So he's twice as old as you--

00:12:04:01

VIKTOR HOVLAND:  [Chuckle]
00:12:04:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --and then some.  But shoots 64 on a Thursday here at the Scarlet Course.
00:12:07:09

VIKTOR HOVLAND:  [Overlap] That's cool.  Yeah.
00:12:13:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Our broadcast window coming to a close on a Thursday afternoon in Columbus, Ohio.  Opening round coverage of the Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship, the first of three Korn Ferry Tour Finals events. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:12:31:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A look at the capital city, downtown Columbus.  Nationwide Arena, home to the NHL Columbus Blue Jackets.  Also, the corporate headquarters for Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  Over 34,000 employees around the world for Nationwide.  Just down the road, "the" Ohio State University, the Scarlet Course.  As for the seventh consecutive year, this tournament part of the Korn Ferry Tour Finals.  And it's a complete examination, opened in 1938, designed by Alistair McKenzie.  Jack Nicklaus restored this golf course 13 years ago.  But you want a test with a lot on the line?  Columbus, Ohio and the Scarlet Course provides--
00:13:12:10

CRAIG PERKS:  This is really a historic track, designed by legendary and world-renowned architect Doctor Alistair McKenzie.  Mr. Nicklaus did come in here around 2005, 2006 to do a major restoration.  Bent grass, Poa annua, basically, throughout.  7444 yards is this par-71.  One of the par 5s, 618 yards.  It's all you want.  This golf course, Robert Streb won here last year, 12 under.  The previous year, Peter Uihlein, 14 under.  This is the stern test, Steve, that we want during these Korn Ferry Finals events. [music]
00:13:56:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 12, Hossler for eagle, just off the green.
00:13:59:28

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Straight up for the first eight, and then downhill to the right.  A little bit of moisture in these greens.  It's got to go a little bit.
00:14:09:20

CRAIG PERKS:  That's pretty good, though, Gary.  11th on Tour this year in Strokes Gained Putting.
00:14:16:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  To the 13th now, and Streb for birdie.
00:14:18:26

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And, Phil, I tell you, if--if anybody gets it close than this, I think they--they got lucky or made a mistake. [chuckle]
00:14:24:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  [Chuckle]
00:14:24:00

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I just don't see flirting with any--this is a great spot to putt from.  A really straight putt.  And, uh, as you mentioned, that hole location is just so perilously, uh, placed here on the back of this green.  This a really good shot, again.
00:14:41:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A pretty good-looking putt, too.  Gets there.  Just not enough.  Streb finished 1--right behind Stephan at 128.  So he, too, has some guaranteed starts next year on the PGA Tour.  126 through 150 falls right behind the 50 card earners on the Korn Ferry Tour, except for the medicals.
00:15:03:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Robert played well in Reno, where he finished 3rd, which jumped him inside the Top 125, at 124.  And then missed the cut quite significantly at the last event of the year, in Windham.
00:15:17:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A lot of pressure there.  And now Scheffler, a short one for bogey.
00:15:27:00

CRAIG PERKS:  Don't you--Phil, don't you think this, right here, with Scottie Scheffler, perfectly illustrates the difficulties of Scarlet?  Maybe under-clubbed, left it in a horrible spot.  And you're gonna pay dearly for it.
00:15:38:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Uh, I think--I think the bunkers, particularly, can--can penalize you.  Very steep faces on the bunkers.  And typically, when you have steep faces, the ball hits in them, and they will plug.
00:15:48:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Head to 16, the short par 4.  Curtis Luck for birdie to move to 3 under.
00:15:53:06

CRAIG PERKS:  These greens are a little slower this year.  And this one's straight up the hill.  Now, he rolled that pure--perfectly. [clapping] Man, that was awesome.  Got--got off on top.
00:16:04:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  13, now, Hossler's second shot.
00:16:07:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And we said, perfect lie.  Not much in the way.  It looked like he clipped that out there beautifully, didn't he, Phil?
00:16:14:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He did.  He took a big turn on his backswing, which is the key to a long bunker shots.  You have to fly it a long ways.
00:16:24:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Three events in the Korn Ferry Tour Finals.  The field breakdown for this week's Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship.  The Top 75 on the Korn Ferry Tour regular season Points List, they're here.  Keep in mind, the Top 25 have already earned their PGA Tour Cards.  48 players that finished between 126 and 200 on the FedEx Cup Points List during the regular season, 10 have a special medical exemption.  And then another five that are non-members, that would have finished 126 through 200 on the FedEx Cup List.  That's a guy like Viktor Hovland, Justin Harding.  So different avenues to make it here with the ultimate goal of getting that PGA Tour Card.
00:17:06:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  As we head back to the 13th, a good look from above.  Hossler for par.
00:17:10:03

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Left it in the right spot, straight back up the hill.
00:17:22:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I think he--it looked to me like he hit a pretty good putt there.  I think he thought he made it.  Just tailed right at the tail end.  It would have been a momentum-saver there if he could have made that.
00:17:36:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Keep it here at the difficult par 4.  Streb also in trouble off the tee.  Had a relatively easier second.  And then this certainly, uh, a third that, uh, he should get close, Tripp.
00:17:48:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, yeah.  I mean, I know of somebody with the last name Perks wouldn't have this club in his hand.  But, uh--

00:17:52:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Chuckle]
00:17:54:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Uh, you know, this is a safe play.  This is where he's trying to make 4, not 3.
00:17:59:11

CRAIG PERKS:  And there's a little edge here that moves that he's got to come up and over.  And not his best effort.  You can't be bewildered.  You know this golf course.  You won here last year.  I didn't expect that thing to go right, though.
00:18:18:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hossler to save his par at 14.
00:18:20:12

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And you get a feeling this is a very important putt.  Two really good bunker shots in a row.  He missed a little putt in the previous hole.  Similar putt here.
00:18:34:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A good save there by Beau.  He remains 4 under, three shots off the lead.
00:18:40:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Coming to 17th now, and Hickok for birdie, to capitalize on a wonderful approach.  And there's a birdie on a difficult par 3.  Well done.
00:18:53:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Scheffler.
00:18:56:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, this is a--this is one he can definitely go at, no question.  112.  Sand wedge in hand. [club swing] He actually flighted this kind of low.  I like it.
00:19:10:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Skip it up there? [ball thunk] Oh, indeed.  That just--to me, that shows a lot for a--that--to be able to fire it at that flag, change the trajectory a little bit.  Everything in order right now for the 23-year-old.
00:19:26:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Streb now for his birdie.
00:19:28:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, this is finish the day right where he started, even par for the day, 4 under for the tournament.  Breaking to his left.
00:19:39:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, there you go. [cheers and clapping] That'll get the three bogeys off the back nine taste out of your mouth.
00:19:46:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Robert Streb didn't have his best stuff today.  Missed 10 fairways.  But to your point, to Tripp's point, that birdie at the last gets him in even par for the day, 4 under, currently in a share of 5th.  And how do you play, how do you score when you don't have your best stuff?
00:20:03:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  No--no question.  I think you go reflect on the round.  Uh, maybe get into a better mind-frame set, or mind frame, and then go to the range.  Maybe work on a couple of things that might have felt a little out of place.
00:20:17:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now, NeSmith for birdie.  And one of the Bill McDonald products coming out of South Carolina--

00:20:21:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Ooh.
00:20:22:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --their head coach, Tripp.

00:20:24:03

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Indeed.  My, uh, former college roommate, Bill McDonald.  Been a longtime coach there, a very successful program.  Matt Ne--NeSmith a part of that.  Boy, he had a great group.  They made it to the Finals, uh, in Match Play in--in, uh, the NCAA. [cup rattles] Nice to see Matt [clapping] starting to play well on this Tour, and hopefully, another Tour.
00:20:44:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Birdie at the 12th gets NeSmith back to 5 under par.
00:20:49:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Final preparations, wrapping up for Viktor Hovland.  He's less than seven minutes away from his second-round tee time here at the Scarlet Course.  A 7-under 64 on Thursday.  And Craig, he's in these Korn Ferry Tour Finals because of what he did in his PGA Tour starts as a professional after he left the amateur game at Pebble Beach in the U.S. Open.
00:21:10:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, if you look at his last 13 starts, sanctioned scores on the PGA Tour, they're all in the 60s.  And if you look at the final rounds, and you go from the Rocket Mortgage, where he shot 64.  In the 3M he shot 65.  And John Deere, 64, 65 to finish at Wyndham, that's four rounds on Sunday, 64.5.
00:21:32:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Overlap] 64.5.
00:21:33:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  So that's pretty good.
00:21:34:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Overlap] So that's pretty--pretty good final round scoring--

00:21:35:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.
00:21:35:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Average.  He saw his buddy and college teammate, Matthew Wolfe, win on the PGA Tour in Minnesota.  Colin Moore, Colin did it a few later at the Barracuda Championship.  And to your point, he knows he has to earn it.  But what he did Thursday is a great indicator of just how talented this 21-year-old is.
00:21:56:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 14, second at this difficult par-4 for Matt NeSmith. [club swing]
00:22:04:07

CRAIG PERKS:  You've gotta hit you a massive cut, use the slope, the contours, and oh, my goodness.  That is quite magnificent.
00:22:14:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Go back to 10 and see if Hovland can put that 4 down on the card.
00:22:17:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  We saw the putting acumen yesterday.  And fortunately for him, most of them were for birdie.  He didn't have very many par opportunities.  He had one on the 14th that went awry.  But as Craig mentioned, uh, this could a--a, uh, you know, struggle for par.  But if you make the par, it would give a little bit of a boost going to the difficult 11th.
00:22:38:23

CRAIG PERKS:  It would be like an injection of B-12 you make this.
00:22:45:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes, sir.
00:22:46:22

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  [Laugh]
00:22:47:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Just imagine the different mindset walking to the 11th.  Hit a good tee shot and hit a conservative wedge to 20 feet and two-putt it.  And poor tee shot, poor iron shot, not a great pitch.  And there you go.  Walking to the 11th with a 4.
00:23:05:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  NeSmith to pull within one.
00:23:11:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, there you go. A nice putt, there.  A good birdie. [clapping] Matthew NeSmith gets to 6 under par.
00:23:20:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, he made a great putt on the last hole.  Let's see if he can do it again.  Breaking to his right, ever-so-slightly downhill.
00:23:28:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, he rolled it great yesterday.  He said in his interview the putter felt really, really good. [club clicks] [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:23:40:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It's not fair if you hit it good and you make putts like that.
00:23:43:18

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle] Like those two 4s.
00:23:45:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  [Chuckle] You know he's gonna start hitting it better.
00:23:47:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly. [chuckle] He'll have one left that length for eagle on the next hole.
00:23:52:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Music] Made it look easy on Day 1, did Viktor Hovland.  Some errant shots in his first couple of holes, Craig.  But the putter, the savior.  A par/par start on 10 and 11 for Viktor.

00:24:03:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh.  And then he walks to the easiest hole on the golf course.  It's given up 15 eagles for week.  And he's in a place where he made 3 yesterday.
00:24:10:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  What are your impressions from what we saw here today?
00:24:12:12

CRAIG PERKS:  A tough track.  You'd better be on your game to perform at a high level. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:24:24:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back in Columbus, Ohio, third round action at the Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship.  Phil, Brandon Hagy's third at 11. [club swing]
00:24:30:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It doesn't look easy from there, although it's a pretty good-looking shot, isn't it?  Really well done to have to come out of the deep rough the way he wanted.
00:24:44:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ahead one to 12.  Second for Hovland.
00:24:46:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  211 yards.  This a 7 iron. [club swing] Straight downwind.  Oh, he's pushed this one just a bit out to the right.  It looks to be enough club.
00:24:58:00

CRAIG PERKS:  He gets a hard bounce.  These greens have really firmed up since Thursday morning.  And that will be a difficult, challenging pitch, straight down the hill.
00:25:07:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Congested Leaderboard.  Steve Burkowski, Craig Perks with you, alongside the entire team.  Highlights from earlier today.  At this 12th, this was Jamie Arnold for eagle.

00:25:16:16

CRAIG PERKS:  It's been a really good season for the 36-year-old Australian.  He finished 38th on the Points List.  Two Top 10s coming in here.  Continued good form.
00:25:24:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A two-putt birdie for Arnold would move him to 8 under.  This was Hagy at the 7th to get to 9 under par.
00:25:29:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It's the one that's straight down the hill.  And, I mean, he hits it prodigious length.  But if he can start rolling his rock, watch out.
00:25:38:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to 12 with Jose de Jesus Rodriguez to join the mix at 8 under.
00:25:44:01

CRAIG PERKS:  38-year-old PGA Tour rookie in 2019. [clapping] Sixth birdie of the day.
00:25:50:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That would get him within one.  Hagy would bogey 8.  But then responded with his second at 9.
00:25:54:23

CRAIG PERKS:  I'm a big fan of the bounce-back. [club swing] Can you follow a bogey with a birdie or better?  Huge drive, short wedge into the hole.  It's 430.  Managed beautifully. [clapping]
00:26:06:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That would lead to birdie.  That would get Hagy back to 9 under par.  That's where he currently stands.  And that's good enough for a one-shot lead over Scheffler and Rodriguez.  But a host of others giving chase, trying to position themselves for a Championship Sunday in Columbus. [music]
00:26:25:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Jamie Arnold, he's 5 under on the day.  This his second. [club swing]

00:26:28:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Just be careful here.  Back-right hole location.  Just short of the flag would be good.  Well, maybe not quite that short.  Well, he was 6 under through 12.  But he's played his next five holes in 1 over.  But still, 7 under is just two back of the lead.
00:26:47:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 12, Viktor Hovland, see if he can make this for birdie to get to 7 under.
00:26:51:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  He has been, uh, studiously studying this one.  Uh, spending a little more time than normal.  I love the pace at which he plays.  And, uh, this one, uh, demands his full attention.  I think it goes a little left.  He was really close, uh, Craig, to--this ball rolls another foot, and it goes 10 feet further away.  So a really smart play to leave himself this uphill putt.
00:27:15:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Take advantage of that mini-break.
00:27:19:17

MALE:  Yeah. [clapping]
00:27:21:16

CRAIG PERKS:  He really fought hard yesterday, Tripp.  Five bogeys in that round of 2-over 73.  And, uh, playing well again today.
00:27:28:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  Had to birdie two of his final three holes, the 7th and the 9th, as he started on the back nine, to salvage something of a respectable round.  We've seen this golf course become more difficult in the afternoon.
00:27:42:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  We go over to the 13th, now.  This is Ben Martin for birdie.  And this will get the crowd's attention--
00:27:47:15

MALE:  Get in the hole.
00:27:48:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --if he makes it. [cheers and clapping] There you go.  It's the tradition here at the 13th for discounted beverages.
00:28:01:14

CRAIG PERKS:  A tradition unlike any other, Phil.
00:28:02:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Laugh]
00:28:07:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ben Martin makes them happy at 13.  Ben Tra--Taylor trying to make himself happy with this par at the par-5 12th. [clapping]
00:28:15:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he won with this putter last year in Bogota.  Now back in the bag.  And it's working.
00:28:24:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Taylor remains 6 under, three off the lead.  We'll keep it right here at the 12th.  And Tripp, you said it was a nice shot.  It ended up being a whole lot better than that.
00:28:34:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  [Chuckle] And it was so--a nice little tight draw.  What a great story last week.  Perseverance.  And, uh, again, finally got a PGA Tour Card.  Quite a happy man this morning on the range.
00:28:46:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  With good reason.  We documented the story of his wife, Jen, the two-year battle with cancer, not once, but twice.  She's in remission now.  She was at the 18th green on Sunday for that hug they won't soon forget. [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping] A great 3 by Herrington.  He's now 8 under, just one back.
00:29:09:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over at the 15th, now, Anirban Lahiri for birdie.  Had just a terrible year on the PGA Tour this year.  Finished outside the Top 150.  Once highly-ranked.  And it's been a struggle.  He could use some putts to find the edge of the hole like that.  And a really good round today.
00:29:31:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  He was part of a President's Cup Team four years ago in Korea.  So certainly, a world-class player.  Lahiri looking to get back to that form. [chuckle] He's 7 under.  He's two back.  As we go to 12.  Hagy for birdie.
00:29:44:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Very little break to this one.  It's gonna be a good one, just to keep the roll going, birdie the holes you should hope to birdie.
00:29:53:03

CRAIG PERKS:  When you got 9 iron into a par-5, Gary, you--you better birdie them.
00:29:57:10

GARY CHRISTIAN:  There's not too many gimmes on out there, are there?  And no.  That's one of them.
00:30:00:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes, sir.
00:30:02:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Three-under on the day now.  10 under, a two-shot lead for Brandon Hagy.  13 PGA Tour starts this season.  Missed the cut in 12.  Has been battling injury off and on for the better part of the last two years.
00:30:16:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  One moment ago at 13, this was Taylor for birdie.
00:30:18:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  A beautiful shot in, just left of the hole.  And I think we'll get a big cheer if he makes it.
00:30:26:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That's really a good putt, there.  And beverages around once again.  And now, live, Harrington's.
00:30:36:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, if it's double, uh, it ought to be free beer if both of them make it.  I--I don't--I think you all--I'll join you all later if it's free beer out there.
00:30:42:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Laugh]
00:30:44:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It's a pretty easy putt.  It is fast, though.  But just inside left edge would be a good line.
00:30:48:14

MALE:  Get in the hole, ball. [cheers and clapping]
00:30:53:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Tripp, I think they hold the table for you up there.
00:30:56:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I'll be there in a minute.
00:30:58:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That's three birdies in the last two groups.  Triple-fisted, I guess.  That's the final group making their way to 13.  Always one of the fun parts of coming to Columbus, Ohio for the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:31:11:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  To 13 now.  Dougherty.
00:31:13:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  That's a beautiful line.  Not much in the way.
00:31:19:27

CROWD:  Go.  Go.  Go.  Oh.
00:31:21:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That's a nice effort, there. [clapping] In the leather.  We can give him the rest of that one.
00:31:27:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 15th now, and Beau Hossler for birdie.
00:31:34:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Beau struggled with the putter a little bit yesterday.  There's a little better result there for Beau.
00:31:39:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up to 18, Jose de Jesus Rodriguez, this for birdie.  A man that has traveled the globe playing this game with not much in his pocket. [cheers and clapping]
00:31:50:00

CRAIG PERKS:  He's done something that very few if any professional golfers can comprehend.  Said he--he wasn't gonna die without a good fight.  And it's the same attitude he has playing golf.  A great round of 65 today.
00:32:03:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And we get back to 14 and this birdie putt for Hagy.
00:32:06:15

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Boy, Steven Craig, this guy has got little tools in the toolbox.  The--well, we see the length.  But I'm not sure what he just hit there.
00:32:13:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Hmm.
00:32:13:10

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Where he took the speed off.  The touch around the greens has been spectacular so far.
00:32:27:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he can't believe that one, as that one just slides across the hole.  And you know, you--you talked about--we talked about the injury with the wrist.  And he said it's easy for young players on Tour to get impatient.  And--and he's trying not to do that.  And even guys that you see without injuries.
00:32:47:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  17 now.  Ben Martin for birdie.
00:32:57:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping] Nice birdie there for Ben.  Gets him to 8 under, just two shots off the lead.
00:33:06:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up one to 16.  Second for Hovland.
00:33:08:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  101 yards.  And probably this and 18 are his two best birdie opportunities.  I think he needs to get both of them. [club swing] It's way up in the air.  This looks good. [ball thunk] [clapping]
00:33:20:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Had a lot of speed right at the ball to elevate it and bring it down softly.  That's an advantage.
00:33:27:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now back at the 17th now, Scheffler trying to take advantage of that wonderful iron shot he played in here.  To pull within 1.  Well done. [clapping]
00:33:39:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Scottie Scheffler already had his PGA Tour--already has a good--has a good priority ranking.
00:33:43:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hovland now after a good approach at 16.
00:33:46:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  A beautiful approach.  Now let's see if he can get the putter to behave like it was working in the first round.  Uh, Craig, don't you think he needs probably at least two more to--to--where he doesn't have to do what he did in the first round to win tomorrow?
00:34:02:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  I--I just think he's--yeah, I would agree.  I--I think give--at least give yourself some opportunities.  Yes.  Now, just wedges in here at 16.  17's a difficult wedge.  At 18.  But, yeah, he's right there.  And I--and I just think that if he can stay within a couple of shots of the lead, this lead's not gonna be any more than 9 or 10 under to begin tomorrow.  And with all the momentum he's playing with coming off those four PGA Tour performances, he's ready.
00:34:29:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It should go a little left. [cup rattles] Or straight.  Excuse me. [clapping]
00:34:33:20

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle]
00:34:35:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Viktor Hovland at 7 under.  He is a couple back.  And--

00:34:39:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hagy in with par. [clapping] A round of 69.  All three rounds in the 60s for the 28-year-old from Cal.
00:34:55:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And today, Craig, sort of a--a day of positioning, to give yourself a chance, maybe make a move, like, Rodriguez and Arnold did.  No one at the top really separated themselves when they had that chance.
00:35:05:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I think the golf course played a little bit more difficultly today.  Just half a shot under par.  The wind was up.  The greens firmed up even more.  The hole locations were packed.  We want to challenge these boys in those final groups. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:35:25:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Steve Burkowski alongside the Player's Champ, Craig Perk.  Some highlights from earlier today.  Brandon Hagy for birdie at 4.
00:35:30:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Just three par-5s on this golf course.  And that's his seventh in ten par-5s he's played.  He's taken advantage of his length.
00:35:38:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Scottie Scheffler now at 6.
00:35:39:17

CRAIG PERKS:  A man that finished third on the Regular Season Points List.  He's going to the Tour.  He's finished 2nd twice. [clapping] Looking to try and win for the second time.

00:35:49:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That birdie would get Scheffler to 11 under.  Then Hagy at 7, his second.
00:35:54:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, this hole's 400 yards.  He's driven it, uh, over the green.  And, oh, by the way, his short game's pretty good, too. [cheers and clapping]
00:36:00:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Laugh] Length can go a long way for Brandon Hagy.  The chip-in for eagle at the 7th.  That would get him to 12 under.  He would give one back at 8.  He's got a one-shot lead on a pressure-packed Sunday afternoon in Ohio.
00:36:16:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Brendon Todd has this for birdie.  A pretty quick putt, moving to the left a little.
00:36:23:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A chance to get to 10 under.  That's a great birdie, there. [cheers and clapping] We're projecting somewhere around 5th place, maybe sixth place enough to get your PGA Tour Card.  Solo 6, maybe.  We won't know, though, certainly, until the end of the three weeks.
00:36:39:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Ben Taylor now, drove it in trouble off the tee at the 11th.  This is his [club swing] third shot, coming in over the bunker.
00:36:45:14

BEN TAYLOR:  Stop.  Stop.
00:36:47:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Settle down.
00:36:48:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Laugh]
00:36:48:29

CROWD:  Whoa!

00:36:49:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That'll settle it down. [clapping] How about that shot?  Ben Taylor came in at 8 under par.  That gets him to minus 9 and a tie for 5th.
00:36:59:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Streb for birdie.  Robert has a really nice round under way.  Five under on his round.  He's vaulted all the way up into a tie for 5th.  One more birdie, right there.  That gets him to--it gets him to 9 under, too.  And he tied for 5th now.
00:37:32:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Good read, Tripp. [clapping] Good read.  Good putt.  And he just stays at 8 under par.  Currently in 10th place alone.  Hagy did tap in for his par over at the 10th.
00:37:48:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And now Scheffler.

00:37:50:07

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  A very similar line.  Just a little bit more, uh, to the right of where Scottie putted from, from the back of the green.  Still the same issue, not much break in it at all.
00:38:01:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Tripp, you cover the PGA Tour a lot.  How do you like this guy's game--

00:38:05:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Oh.
00:38:06:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --next year?
00:38:06:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  [Chuckle] I tell you what, um, buy stock.  Right?  Um, any time you lead this Tour in birdies, that, to me, is the barometer.  When you--when you can make a ton of birdies, uh, you're gonna have a very successful career.  And he drives the ball great.  He's first in ball-striking.  He's, you know, fourth in total driving.
00:38:27:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And that close not bad, either, Phil. [clapping]
00:38:29:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  No, it's not.  And I'm with you.  I think he's got a bright future.  He's fun to watch.  A good--good young man.  Got a good head on his shoulders.  Very, very competitive.  He's got that look about him, too.
00:38:39:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Green at 12, Ben Taylor, this for back-to-back birdies to get to 10 under.
00:38:45:13

CRAIG PERKS:  He's got a familiar friend in the bag. [cheers and clapping] This is a putter that he won with in Bogota last year, back in the bag for the first time since.  And, oh, it's so good to see you again.
00:38:55:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Why would you ever take it out? [laugh]
00:38:56:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah. [chuckle] That's a--that's a very good question.
00:38:58:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Arnold's second. [club swing]
00:39:08:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  That's 203.  That's a 6 iron.  Way up in the air.  Great-looking shot, if it gets there. [ball thunk]
00:39:15:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, my goodness.
00:39:16:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, wow. [cheers and clapping]
00:39:18:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Absolutely glorious golf shot, right there, for the Australian.
00:39:24:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And back to the 11th now, and Hagy with this for par from off the green.
00:39:28:15

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, he certainly got a very good look as the ball raced past.  I'm not sure how much he could learn from it, the speed it went.
00:39:35:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  How do you like putting this?
00:39:37:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, it's not too bad.
00:39:40:05

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle] Gary.
00:39:40:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  If you're trying to make it, I--I--I mean, the putter's probably a safe play to get up and down in 2.  And it may go in.  But I think if you really had to make it, I believe you would pitch this ball.  You might even just take an 8 or 9 iron.  You can see the tuft of grass right in front of it there.  It's gonna hop up in the air, most likely, after he hits it.
00:40:05:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  The green at 12.  Scheffler hit a couple of good ones here, Tripp.
00:40:08:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  [Chuckle] That's an understatement, Steve.  And he's--he's away. [putter strikes]
00:40:17:15

CRAIG PERKS:  That's an excellent putt.  It's an excellent putt, because you always think of an apex point. [clapping] But you have to remember, there's curvature to that apex point.  And then it curves even more.  A lot of time, you under-read putts like that.
00:40:29:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, a moment ago, you might have heard a roar.
00:40:32:03

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle]
00:40:32:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Lahiri for birdie here.  Now, he was certainly--currently in a tie for 7th Place when he hit this. [cheers and clapping] And there's why you had the roar.  And that moves him into a tie for 2nd now.  Find yourself in this position, you're having that good week, can you finish it off?  Do you have what it takes to finish it off?  Here you are.
00:40:57:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Arnold for eagle at 12th.
00:40:58:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well best shot deserves the best make for eagle.  This is a pretty easy putt.
00:41:11:25

CRAIG PERKS:  It's not like Jamie's just popped out of [cheers and clapping] nowhere.  He--he played will in the regular season, 38th.  He's--he came in here with two Top 10s in his last four starts.
00:41:23:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  With everything ever-changing, that birdie gets Arnold to a share of the lead with Hagy.  We know Bran--uh, Brandon Hagy's having troubles at 11.
00:41:37:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Business as usual for Scottie Scheffler here this week in Columbus.  He moves to 11 under.  He is a co-leader.
00:41:45:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 13th now.  Hossler for birdie.  A chance to get 10 under--under par and join that crowd. [cheers and clapping] A really good putt, there for Beau Hossler.  He got that one to the hole.
00:41:59:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  To the 11th now.  How quickly things can change.  Hagy for bogey.  A moment ago, he was in, leading the tournament by two. [cup rattles] Makes bogey there.
00:42:12:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hovland at 14 for par.
00:42:20:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So he had the great look for birdie at 13.  He missed it.  Gonna give one back here at 14.  Now Viktor Hovland falls to 8 under par, three shots off the lead.  And currently a three-way tie for 10th.
00:42:31:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 12, long eagle putt for Brandon Hagy.
00:42:35:06

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Up over a couple of humps here.  Very difficult, indeed.  Well, that's carrying a pretty good amount of pace.  It's got to slow down.
00:42:43:12

CROWD:  Oh!

00:42:46:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Coming off the rails a little bit the last 30 or 40 minutes for Brandon Hagy.
00:42:52:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up to 14, Beau Hossler, this for birdie to join Scottie Scheffler at 11 under.
00:42:58:03

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  He's made a few more putts today than he made--we've seen him make earlier in the week.  There's another one.  How about that one? [clapping]
00:43:07:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A graduate of this Tour a couple of years ago.  Back-to-back birdies for Beau Hossler.  He's now 11 under par, co-leader.
00:43:15:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hagy for his birdie at 12. [cup rattles]

00:43:21:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, that was a big putt for momentum, right there. [clapping]
00:43:26:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Considering where Brandon Hagy hit that tee shot, as you said, Phil, to build some momentum, get back to 11 under.  Three currently tied for the lead here.  Final round of the Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship. [music]

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]

00:43:42:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up ahead at 16, Brendon Todd, this to bounce back with birdie.
00:43:45:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  What a bounce-back this would be if he could get this in the hole.  Oh, my goodness.  That is some guts, right there.  You know what he had to be feeling, everything that he's been through the last few years?  To come back at this moment like that with a birdie, spectacular.
00:44:02:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Todd now 10 under, one back.  He--
00:44:05:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  We head back to the 15th, Arnold first to go.
00:44:09:29

JAMIE ARNOLD:  I think we play--what--what's my, uh--what's my iron level?
00:44:16:04

CADDY:  9.
00:44:16:26

JAMIE ARNOLD:  Okay.  What does it--[indistinct]?
00:44:26:00

CADDY:  Yes.  Yes.
00:44:27:01

JAMIE ARNOLD:  Yes?
00:44:27:11

CADDY:  I do.
00:44:28:15

JAMIE ARNOLD:  Okay.
00:44:28:08

CADDY:  Yes.
00:44:34:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, he's got 181.  This is a 9 iron, downwind, pretty much--almost straight down right now.
00:44:43:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  You really don't want to go long here.  And it drops off right behind this hole.
00:44:46:29

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It does, indeed. [club swing] But he hits the ball very high.  Well, he's kind of pulled this one. [ball thunk]
00:44:57:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And that will not be an easy putt, there. [clapping] That'll have some break to it.
00:45:04:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It sure sat down quickly.
00:45:06:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Benny Taylor for birdie to join the group at 10 under.
00:45:11:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Actually, on the correct plateau here, pretty straight.  And good result. [clapping]
00:45:17:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So Ben Taylor now 3 under on the day, a shot back, inching closer, possibly, to getting a PGA Tour Card.
00:45:24:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now, Scheffler.
00:45:27:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  95 yards.  He can definitely do this.  He's probable trying to carry it exactly 90, five steps short of it.  He can go unwind with it, no problem. [club swing] And out of the right.  That's a good line. [clapping]
00:45:51:00

CRAIG PERKS:  He actually hit right into the upslope, killed it a little bit.  And then it spun left.  A good leave.
00:45:57:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  17 now.  Hossler, can he convert?
00:46:07:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He does not.  So he will drop one.  Scheffler will take the lead by himself.  And Hossler needs par or birdie on the last to earn his PGA Tour Card.
00:46:21:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Hagy with a birdie opportunity here at 15.
00:46:24:13

GARY CHRISTIAN:  A really subtle putt, here.  I might just drift left and straighten at the end. [putter clicks]
00:46:34:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A pretty good roll.  Good speed.
00:46:36:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 16, Jamie Arnold for birdie.
00:46:39:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  About 18 feet.  Definitely doable.  Not much break in this putt at all.  No levels to go over, or anything.
00:46:55:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So Arnold will remain one back in that logjam at 10 under.  Five-way tie for 2nd, one shot behind Scottie Scheffler, who's got a great look upcoming here at 16.
00:47:06:24

CRAIG PERKS:  To me, one of these guys that has not locked up their privileges on the Tour is gonna stand up and do something special, whether it's a great shot at 17, and improbably birdie with that hole location at 18, it must be done.
00:47:41:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he's a good learner.
00:47:44:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  17, Hagy with a pretty lofty-looking club.
00:47:48:08

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, we just saw--we had a good visual from Martin.  Knocked it up to about six inches.  But you're right.  There is a little loft in this.
00:47:55:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And he could easily just take a 7 or 8 iron off this, or, like, a little putt, here, coming up the hill.
00:48:00:24

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Or just taking that portion out of play.
00:48:08:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, he's gonna have a little work left coming down the hill.  Not an easy putt, as we've seen.  It's very fast from back there.
00:48:16:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now Scheffler for birdie.
00:48:18:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Now whether Scott knows or not, uh, his caddie, Scotty McGinnis, asked me.  He said, "What is Brandon doing behind us?"  And I said, "He didn't chip in for par."  So whether he told Scottie or not, I do not know.  But, uh, you've got to think Scottie likes his chances of getting this one in in 2.  And the way things have gone for him today, I wouldn't be surprised if he made it.
00:48:37:29

CRAIG PERKS:  And there's a huge Leaderboard there to the right.  So he's basically staring right at it. [putter clicks] [clapping]
00:48:47:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Just smartly played. [clapping] Never really in trouble today on a--on a day that was difficult, with the wind and this golf course to go out and shoot 67.  Impressive stuff. [clapping]
00:49:01:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back-to-back rounds of 67 on the weekend.  Scheffler in at 12 under.  So unless Brandon Hagy holes out his second at 18, Scottie Scheffler will be a two-time winner on the Korn Ferry Tour.
00:49:14:10

CRAIG PERKS:  The mentality has completely flipped for Brandon Hagy.  On the tee, he was thinking 2.  Now he's thinking 4.  "I've got to make 4 to secure my PGA Tour Card."
00:49:38:00

MALE: [club swing] Smart.
00:49:42:29

CRAIG PERKS:  And it was.  Smart, indeed. [clapping] Got it on the very left side of the green.  And that's absolutely as good as he could have done.
00:49:51:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Well thought-out.  Well-executed.  And that officially makes Scottie Scheffler the winner of the 2019 Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship.  Signing some autographs for the kid and the kids, all of them.  He's a two-time winner on the Korn Ferry Tour in 2019. [music]
00:50:12:02

CRAIG PERKS:  We sort of started the week saying, "Maybe 220 points."  Um, I'm not sure we're hedging on that yet.  But Brendon Todd, Beau Hossler, Ben Taylor, three-way tie for 2nd.  That's why they're getting 417 points.  Streb, Hagy--
00:50:26:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  They might have done enough.
00:50:27:09

CRAIG PERKS:  --two--two-way tie for 5th.  That's 210 poi--yes.  They might have.
00:50:31:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Chuckle]
00:50:31:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Uh, a great round of golf from Robert Streb to go out and then shoot that 66 today in round 4.  But a disappointing three-putt for Brandon Hagy.
00:50:40:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And that's how they stand through Week 1 of the Finals.
00:50:44:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Scottie Scheffler, congratulations on his second Korn Ferry Tour victory in 2019.  He was the Champion.  But three other winners here this week that we can officially say, Ben Taylor, Beau Hossler, Brendon Todd.  What do you say about Brendon Todd for where he has been to get back to the Tour?
00:51:02:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Unexplainable.  Just sort of what we saw with Scott Harrington last week.  For the depths that he has risen from, uh, I--I give him a hat tip.  And you know, the--from what Brandon Hagy has dealt with in injuries, Beau Hossler coming back from a disappointing sophomore season on the PGA Tour.  Commend them all.
00:51:21:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Hagy and Streb might have done enough.  We will wait and see the next couple of weeks in the Korn Ferry Tour. [music]
00:52:08:01
End of Recording
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