PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS - DICK'S SPORTING GOODS OPEN

00:00:33:03

WHIT WATSON:  It's a beautiful afternoon in the Central Southern tier of New York State, not too far from Binghamton.  We're in Endicott, New York for opening round coverage of the Dick's Sporting Goods Open on the PGA Tour Champions.  Whit Watson alongside Lanny Wadkins here at En-Joie Golf Club.  Let's take a look at some early highlights.  Davis Love is here this week.  This was at the par-3 7th. [club swing]
00:00:54:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Nice to have Davis back out here playing.  He's still swinging very good.  He's been fighting a foot injury most of the year.  But not on this shot.  What a great swing. [clapping]
00:01:04:24

WHIT WATSON:  Love starting to devote some more time to the PGA Tour Champions.  Miguel Angel Jimenez already plenty of time devoted.  This was at the 9th.

00:01:13:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Still swinging well, hitting a lot of quality shots.  A beautiful shot in here at the 9th, controlling the spin. [clapping]
00:01:21:15

WHIT WATSON:  Has a win already this year, does Miguel.  Bernhard Langer, just coming off the win at the Senior Open Championship.

00:01:28:22

LANNY WADKINS:  And this has been the club that started to really behave for Bernhard, is the putter.  He made a lot of putts in England.  And it's working now.  And Scott McCarron, an excellent shot in here at 9, about five feet.
00:01:39:25

WHIT WATSON:  He is the Charles Schwab Cup Money Leader.  McCarron, three wins this year.  He has been red hot.  Eleven wins now for his career.  Fred Couples is back in upstate New York.  He won the PGA Tour stop here back in 1991.

00:01:55:18

LANNY WADKINS:  And nice putt here by Fred.  Drove in the rough.  Had to play a conservative second.  Makes up for it with the putt.
00:02:01:04

WHIT WATSON:  And then Langer just doing Bernhard Langer things.  At number 11, from 159.
00:02:06:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Already 3 under, swinging exceptionally well.  And I will say, he swung very well at this one.  Boom.  2. [cheers and clapping]
00:02:16:24

WHIT WATSON:  So Langer hoops it at the 11th.  "Put me down for a 2."   As we take a look at our Leaderboard here at the Dick's Sporting Goods Open, it's Doug Barron, who open-qualified for the event this week with a 2-shot lead.  But Langer is still on the golf course in Endicott, New York.
00:02:37:07

WHIT WATSON:  To 13, and we say hello to John Mahaffey.

00:02:39:18

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Hey, Whit, how are you?  Thank you so much.  Miguel Angel Jimenez, already 4 under par.  Middle of the fairway at the 13th. [club swing] 154 yards, solid contact. [ball thunk] He'll have that to go 5 under and a share of 2nd.  [clapping]
00:02:54:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Up to the 18th.

00:02:56:17

WHIT WATSON:  And a first-year player on the PGA Tour Champions, Ken Duke.

00:03:00:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Had a nice Senior Open in Lytham.  Kind of got in the mix a for a bit. [cheers and clapping] And good roll there by Ken.  A nice finish, 4 under par for the day.  And I'm sure he's played here a number of times in the PGA Tour.
00:03:12:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, up at the green, Miguel Angel Jimenez, this to get to 5 under.
00:03:22:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  No problem there. [clapping] It looks like maybe another putter change for him, Lanny.
00:03:27:07

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Back to 12.

00:03:28:18

WHIT WATSON:  And the third shot is upcoming for Bernhard Langer, quickly, just to correct myself, one par 5, two par 3s on the 2nd nine for the par of 35 here at En-Joie.
00:03:41:08

JOHN COOK:  And Bernard on the upslope.  That would make this shot just a little bit easier.  Just has to fly it maybe just short of the green and let it run on.  The pin's only five fee--five steps.  He took it upstairs.  Another good-looking shot. [clapping]
00:03:55:27

WHIT WATSON:  You saw that one of Langer's wins this year was at the Oasis Championship.  This man was 2nd that week, Marco Dawson.
00:04:02:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, a beautiful putt there by Marco. [clapping] A nice way to finish his day.  A good solid start, there, 66.

00:04:15:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Talk about a guy with a heart--hot hand here, Cookie, Langer looks very much in control of every part of his game, doesn't he?

00:04:22:14

JOHN COOK:  That he does.  And he's just driven it right down the middle of the all the fairways I've been watching.  A quality golf shot, obviously, back there at 11.  Two good shots just short of the green here at 12.
00:04:31:19

LANNY WADKINS:  I got a kick out of you talking about here at 12 that he was the third one to hit.  And you'd normally think Goosen and McCarron are two of the longest hitters out here.  And Langer was further off the tee.

00:04:42:01

JOHN COOK:  Yeah.  They, uh--Scott hit his in the bunker.  And then, uh, Retief was way left.  But, uh, Bernhard, I tell you what.  He can get it out there sometimes.  He is pretty sneaky long sometimes.

00:04:52:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He's got that other gear, as Mahaffey always--

00:04:54:15

JOHN COOK:  Yeah.

00:04:54:21

LANNY WADKINS:  --refers to.

00:04:55:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Absolutely.
00:04:57:02

JOHN COOK:  You got to have that other gear.  Mine was a low gear.  That was the problem.
00:05:05:09

LANNY WADKINS:  [Laugh] I only had one gear.  And that was, hopefully, it goes somewhere. [clapping] A good putt there by Langer.  A nice follow-up there after holing out for two, coming back with a birdie at 12.  So, uh, he has got the pedal to the metal right now.

00:05:19:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  At the 15th, Miguel Angel Jimenez right in the middle of the fairway.  Great hole location to be aggressive today. [club swing] Currently 5 under par.  Solid contact.  That swing looks great, Lanny.

00:05:32:09

LANNY WADKINS:  [ball thunk] Yeah.  He's swinging awfully well and hitting a lot of quality iron shots.  Uh, you know, walk-up, tap-in type stuff, John.

00:05:38:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That's beautiful. [clapping]
00:05:40:10

JOHN MAHAFFEY:
Over to 16.

00:05:41:17

WHIT WATSON:  And the short par-4 16th.  Paul Goydos to get to get to 5 under.
00:05:48:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, and good putt.  Nice read there by Paul. [clapping] A lot of players will be driving this green, or at least coming very close to it.
00:05:56:06

WHIT WATSON:  A risk/reward par 4 at number 16.

00:05:59:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Miguel Angel Jimenez at 15.  We saw that beautiful second in here.  This for birdie.

00:06:05:09

LANNY WADKINS:  That's about three or four iron shots that he's just stuffed, John-Boy.

00:06:08:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, he has.  This to get within one.

00:06:18:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  A beautiful stroke, right there. [clapping] You know, he's aimed--he's a little bit more open with his putting right now.  And I think he was too closed for a while.  He could not get it on line.
00:06:26:01

LANNY WADKINS:  I agree 100 percent.  He was closed.  And he had the club face turned down, and trying to pull it on line.  And that--that really never works.

00:06:32:21

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That's true.

00:06:35:03

WHIT WATSON:  Colin Montgomery at the 18th.  Hasn't won on this Tour since 2017, surprisingly enough. [clapping]
00:06:42:22

LANNY WADKINS:  And that's been the club that's been holding him back.  And it's starting to look like it's rounding into form.  We've seen some putter changes from Monty, as well.

00:06:52:20

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  At 15, Jay Haas trying to get to 3 under par Billy Ray.

00:06:56:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Coming down the slope.  Okay.  You got to figure out as a player, "Okay.  Do I take--take it a little firm coming down the hill, take some of the break out, or just let it die in the hole?"  I think the way to make this is just let it get over the front edge.
00:07:08:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  You see how lightly he's gripping that putter? [cup rattles] [clapping] A nicely-played hole, right in the middle of the fairway.  A beautiful second.  A great putt by Jay Haas gets him to 3 under par.  Just one bogey on his card today, at the 6th.

00:07:23:15

WHIT WATSON:  Tom Lehman hitting his second. [club swing]  He's got it to 3 under.
00:07:27:26

LANNY WADKINS:  A perfect tee shot.  Hole location right in the front right. [ball thunk] Brings it in right behind.  And beautiful play there by Lehman. [cheers and clapping] About 6 inches.

00:07:37:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, the tee at 17, Miguel Angel Jimenez.  Hole location over on the left.  He's quite a shot-maker. [club swing] He'll hit a draw in here.

00:07:44:26

LANNY WADKINS:  He's hit 15 of 16 greens today, John.  So swinging [ball thunk] exceptionally well.

00:07:48:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  You said he was taking dead aim, Lanny?  How about that one?  What a shot. [cheers and clapping]
00:07:54:05

LANNY WADKINS:  He has knocked the flag down.
00:07:56:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  [Laugh]
00:07:57:20

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle] Probably, yeah.

00:07:57:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.  What's it take to knock it in?
00:08:01:11

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Scott Parel, his second shot.  He's 4 under par.  [club swing] He's there almost every week, isn't he, Lanny?

00:08:07:27

LANNY WADKINS:  He really is, John.  He just drives it long, straight, putts very well, and hits a lot of shots just like that.

00:08:14:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, he does.  He'll have a tap-in over here at 15, as well. [clapping]
00:08:18:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, just this formality from Miguel Angel Jimenez.

00:08:23:28

WHIT WATSON:  I'd give you that one, John, in our game.

00:08:25:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  [Chuckle]
00:08:26:11

LANNY WADKINS:  And that tie--

00:08:26:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.  Would you?

00:08:27:02

LANNY WADKINS:  That ties him to the lead, as well. [cheers and clapping]
00:08:29:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, it does.

00:08:32:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  His iron game has been magnificent.
00:08:34:11

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over to 16.

00:08:35:02

WHIT WATSON:  Final grouping of the opening round.  Scott Parel laying up at the drivable par 4. [clapping] And we almost paged Dr. Gapinski once again.
00:08:48:01

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Jay Haas, his second here at 17.

00:08:50:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  John, as you said, this ball really nestled down for Jay Haas.  What you'll see here, it won't be much of a follow-through here for Jay.  He's going to have a sharp angle of attack into this ball.  There is going to be some grass get caught between the club face and the ball.  So it's a little guesswork here.  It's almost, like, a little--just stab it.

00:09:10:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Hit the flag. [cheers and clapping] Well--

00:09:10:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh]
00:09:11:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  --maybe it's not that tough.
00:09:13:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  No.  Easy shot there.

00:09:13:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  [Laugh] [clapping]
00:09:16:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  It's nice--

00:09:16:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It's all set up by the tee shot, John.

00:09:17:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.  You bet.  It's always nice when that flagstick gets in the way.

00:09:27:11

WHIT WATSON:  We go back to 16.  Kevin Sutherland with a birdie putt.

00:09:32:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Also having a good day.  And he's had several at this venue.  There you go. [cheers and clapping] There you go.  5 under for Kevin.

00:09:40:09

WHIT WATSON:  The very first 59 in Champions Tour history was here in 2014 by that man, Kevin Sutherland.
00:09:48:19

WHIT WATSON:  Well, we are on pace to match the all-time scoring record at this event.  Thirteen years as a PGA Tour Champions event, Lonnie Nielsen, back in 2009, went 21 under.  Right now we have three players at 7 after the first round.  And Parel has a chance to make it--or two players at seven.  Parel with a chance to become the third.
00:10:13:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Joey Sindelar, a local resident here, grew up in this area, up in Horseheads, New York.

00:10:19:15

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  Not too far from Elmira.
00:10:23:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, and good finish for Joey. [cheers and clapping] Gets to 2 under.

00:10:29:21

LANNY WADKINS:  He and Mike Holbert have always been the two hometown favorites in this area.
00:10:40:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Joey played with our colleague John Cook at Ohio State.  Teammates.

00:10:48:07

WHIT WATSON:  Parel, Sindelar, and Sutherland will make their way up 18.  Scott Parel, 1 shot off the lead.  And you saw Sutherland, 2 back. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:11:09:13

WHIT WATSON:  And the gift shop is open here at En-Joie Golf Club in Endicott, New York.  Thirteenth playing of this PGA Tour Champions event.  They have all been here at En-Joie, the golf course that hosted the PGA Tour from 1971 until 2005.  The old BC Open started as a satellite event in '71.  Became an official tour event in 1973.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins.  And highlights from the overnight co-leader, Doug Barron.  This for eagle at 3.

00:11:39:25

LANNY WADKINS:  553 yards.  And two big shots to get on this green in two.  And then he does this.  What a way to get your day started. [cheers and clapping] Eagle 3 for Doug Barron.
00:11:52:18

WHIT WATSON:  Just turned 50 years old in July, did Barron.  And he is making only his second start on the PGA Tour Champions.  His first was the Senior Open Championship, where he finished in a tie for 5th.  This, his third shot at the 5th earlier today.

00:12:07:12

LANNY WADKINS:  He doesn't get there in 2.  But plays a wonderful little pitch shot in there to about 2 feet. [clapping] Playing the par 5s very well so far.

00:12:15:08

WHIT WATSON:  So, Barron a Monday qualifier, staying near the top of the Leaderboard.  Marco Dawson in the same group, third shot at 6.
00:12:22:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Just over the green in 2.  A tough little pitch shot.  But not so much for Marco. [cheers and clapping]
00:12:28:27

WHIT WATSON:  A birdie for Dawson to keep pace at the 6th.  He gets to 9 under.  Then at 7, Billy Andrade making a move for birdie.

00:12:34:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, he's hitting a lot of quality shots, making some putts, going along very nicely. [clapping] Very much under control for Billy Andrade.

00:12:42:13

WHIT WATSON:  Andrade to 9 under.

00:12:44:10

WHIT WATSON:  At the 8th, back to Barron, third shot at this par 5.

00:12:47:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Three par 5s on this first 9.  And well back with this one.  And plays a gorgeous wedge shot.  Really controls the spin, down to just another tap-in birdie for Barron. [cheers and clapping] Playing the par 5s excellent today.
00:13:02:28

WHIT WATSON:  So that gets him to 11 under par.  Again, making just his second start on the PGA Tour Champions.  Monday qualified for this event.  And Doug Barron, atop the Leaderboard by one.  Marco Dawson at 10 under.  McKenzie and Andrade at minus 9.  There is Scott Parel at 8 under par.  And a big group with some big names.  Miguel Angel Jimenez, Bernhard Langer, all lurking at 7 under.  Pleased to be joined by a couple of PGA Champions in Lanny Wadkins and John Mahaffey this week.  Billy-Ray Brown and John Cook are on the golf course.
00:13:40:01

WHIT WATSON:  Over to the 10th, Marco Dawson with a chance for birdie.  And Billy-Ray is down there.

00:13:46:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, thank you, Whit.  A great afternoon.  Overcast skies.  Not much wind to speak of.  This for birdie for Marco.  Drove it left in the trees.  Had a fantastic pitch underneath the trees and ran that on the green.  This is downhill, swinging from right to left.  Golf course in fabulous condition.  Greens rolling right around 12 on the Stimpmeter.

00:14:08:04

WHIT WATSON:  Langer, who is lurking.  He is 3 under on his round today.  This is at 14.
00:14:16:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Bernhard Langer has really had the putter working a little better lately.  He's swinging very well.  Looking for a hot streak right now.

00:14:24:20

WHIT WATSON:  To 11.

00:14:25:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  David McKenzie has a birdie putt here at the 11th.
00:14:28:14

JOHN COOK:  Four birdies, no bogeys so far to--for David.  Breaking just a little left.  Really good look.  Good birdie.  Tough hole.  Tough hole location.
00:14:37:05

WHIT WATSON:  Last PGA Tour event that Barron played was 10 years ago.  It was in Memphis, where he lives, 2009.  Missed the cut at that event.  Now, for par.
00:14:51:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, so far, he's looked extremely solid, driving it with some distance, putting well.

00:14:57:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over at the 11th, Scott Parel has this birdie, John.

00:14:59:23

JOHN COOK:  Also hit a quality golf shot in here.  Now looking at about 5 feet.  It doesn't do much, John.  Almost goes towards the back of the green. [clapping]
00:15:08:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Boy, he read that perfect, didn't he?

00:15:09:19

JOHN COOK:  That's six birdies, three bogeys for Scott so far.  It's, uh, circles and squares.
00:15:14:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah. [chuckle] A Yo-Yo.
00:15:17:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over at the 15h Scott McCarron's missed the green.  This is his third shot.  He's going to try to land this on the green.  Pretty quick going from that direction.
00:15:29:16

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Who needs a putter?  That's a beautiful shot. [clapping]
00:15:41:01

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Marco Dawson ready to go here at 11.

00:15:43:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, speaking of a simple action.  I love the way Marco swings a golf club.  Doesn't change planes on the way down.  Stays on top of the ball.
00:16:00:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [club swing] 163 yards.  Trying to work this ball in from right to left.  Maybe a little too much.

00:16:07:01

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.  That's going to be just off the green.  Not as bad as it could have been.
00:16:12:12

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Woody Austin just off the green.  He's at 7 under par.  This for birdie.  It should move to his left just about that much. [clapping] Boy, that went in with some authority.  It moves him to 8 under par.  No bogeys on his card today.
00:16:31:13

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples here this week, playing this as a PGA Tour Champions event for the first time.
00:16:40:01

LANNY WADKINS:  From the back of the green, down the slope.  Didn't go as far right as he thought. [clapping]
00:16:47:09

WHIT WATSON:  Freddie won the regular Tour event here at En-joie Golf Club in 1991, [clapping] and is one of nine players in the field this week that did so, winning the old BC Open.

00:17:00:10

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 11.

00:17:01:04

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Marco Dawson just off the green.  His third shot.
00:17:04:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And the wind really starting to pick up here at the 11th.

00:17:08:01

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Wow.

00:17:08:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A front starting to move in.
00:17:18:04

WHIT WATSON:  It looked like he kind of rushed that a little bit.  I might have backed off a little bit and waited for that some.

00:17:27:10

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  To 16.

00:17:28:14

WHIT WATSON:  And this was a moment ago.  McCarron after driving the green at the 16th.

00:17:33:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Coming up a slope right there.  Leaking a little to the right.  He has about two feet left for his birdie.
00:17:39:05

WHIT WATSON:  He would tap that in and make that birdie, get to 9 under par.
00:17:43:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Miguel Angel Jimenez, this for birdie.
00:17:45:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Putting back uphill, into the wind now.  The temperature's dropped a good 15 degrees here in the last, uh, five minutes.

00:17:53:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  He's walking early on almost every putt.
00:17:57:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he was, uh--he putted left-hand-low on number 9.  And then comes, uh--or number 10.  Excuse me.  And comes to 11 and putts right hand low.  So he's not--

00:18:07:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  It sounds like he's a bit confused.  Now--

00:18:08:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.
00:18:08:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  --Marco Dawson, this for par at the 11th.

00:18:11:20

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, just backing off there.  That wind really kicking up right now.  And this is not the distance that, um, Marco Dawson is really--he doesn't have a lot of confidence in.  He's--a number of times, this three to four-foot range gives him some troubles at times.
00:18:28:26

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  He gets a little quick with it, doesn't he?

00:18:30:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He does.
00:18:38:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Hmm.

00:18:47:09

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  So he drops a shot at the 11th, Marco Dawson.
00:19:02:07

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Doug Barron, this for par.
00:19:05:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You know, it's so windy, John, he had to take his cap off to get it done.  All good.
00:19:14:29

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  No problem there. [clapping]
00:19:21:22

WHIT WATSON:  Back at a now-blustery En-Joie Golf Club at Endicott, New York, at the 12th, McKenzie has this for par.
00:19:28:19

JOHN COOK:  Well, we saw where he drove it to the right.  Just pitched it down, uh, into the fairway.  141, hit it in the left bunker with a downhill lie.  And now faced 15 feet for par.  Breaking a little right-to-left.  Boy, you hate to give one away on a 5.
00:19:45:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Especially one that you're standing on the tee thinking birdie that, you know, most conditions, they can reach this green in two.
00:19:53:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Davis Love for birdie here at the 15th.  Very quick.  Coming back down this hill.  Just touched that.  Pick up some speed.  Will it be enough?  Perfect. [clapping] What a putt, right there.  Nice birdie by Davis Love.  It gets him to 7 under.
00:20:10:01

WHIT WATSON:  And back at the green, Billy Andrade has a birdie putt.
00:20:13:01

JOHN COOK:  Billy hit his second shot just short of the right bunker.  Flipped it up from--from there to this point.  I'll say about seven feet, moving just a little right-to-left.  Not much to this.
00:20:26:28

LANNY WADKINS:  You've got really long strides, John Cook.  That look--it looks more like about 10 or 12 from our angle.  But no problem for Billy.  He just buries that. [cheers and clapping]
00:20:38:27

WHIT WATSON:  And walk it right in.
00:20:39:23

LANNY WADKINS:  He did.
00:20:41:19

WHIT WATSON:  He hasn't made a bogey today.  Andrade within 1 of the lead.
00:20:46:25

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Scott McCarron has this for birdie.  Not a lot of break.  Hole location up on this little ledge, going straight up the hill.  Just didn't hit it. [clapping]
00:21:07:07

WHIT WATSON:  This was a moment ago at the 14th, Duffy Waldorf, he's 6 under for the tournament, 2 under today. [club swing]
00:21:16:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Hole location on this par 3 in the back left of this green.  Big hole. [ball thunk] And that's an excellent shot by Duffy.  Really good. [clapping] 209 yards, and he puts it in there to about four or five feet.
00:21:29:05

WHIT WATSON:  He'll have a chance to join a big group at 7 under, 4 behind the lead, still held by Doug Barron.
00:21:36:26

WHIT WATSON:  Well, now it seems that wind is dying down a little bit from its peak.
00:21:41:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It certainly is, Whit.  And--and, Lanny, it's been pretty impressive, uh, watching Doug Barron make his debut on the PGA Champions at the Senior Open, finishing 5th, as you said.  And he looks to control here.
00:21:55:06

LANNY WADKINS:  He does, Billy-Ray.  I like his golf swing.  It's a nice long golf swing.  Uh, and he's--tends to not get hurried with it.  So it looks like to me he's swinging with a lot of confidence.
00:22:06:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And I think, you touched on a good point, though.  We'll notice if he continues to play well today as he makes his way around, and also tomorrow, if that swing speed speeds up a little.
00:22:18:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  All of a sudden, you're trying to, you know, put a win in the bank instead of, you know, just playing a good, solid round of golf.  And that's a--his first big mistake, right there.  Cannot do that.  Puts it over the green into that bunker.  Really short-sided.  It's gonna be a tough up-and-down.
00:22:37:00

WHIT WATSON:  And Duffy Waldorf for birdie.  This to get to 7 under.
00:22:39:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A great shot in here.  You don't want to let this one get away.  And he did not. [cheers and clapping] Great 2 there by Duffy Waldorf.
00:22:49:18

WHIT WATSON:  And, John, and John Mahaffey, he, Barron, first had to confirm that he was allowed to try to Monday qualify, even though he wasn't 50 years old.  He told them, "My birthday is the day before the golf tournament."  They said, "Come on over."  So he did it and made the trip, qualified.
00:23:04:08

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  It was worth it.
00:23:05:12

WHIT WATSON:  The rest is history.
00:23:06:01

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yeah.  That's cool.
00:23:07:29

LANNY WADKINS:  A tough little shot here, Billy-Ray.
00:23:09:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  I mean, he got a pretty good break.  The ball came out of its original pitch mark.  So it's not buried.  But off the downhill slope.  The green runs away from him.  Also, pitching back downhill.  If he can get this ball maybe within 8 feet, it would be a fantastic shot here.
00:23:24:29

LANNY WADKINS:  If he gets it close, he needs to land it short.  He did not land it--just on the edge.  And pretty good play, otherwise, though.  He's got a look at it.
00:23:34:06

WHIT WATSON:  We go to 16.  Bernhard Langer.  This is for par.
00:23:41:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Laid up off the tee, hit his second over the green.  Not a very good chip shot by Bernhard.  And walks off the really short par 4 with a bogey 5.
00:23:53:15

WHIT WATSON:  And Barron trying to avoid his first bogey of the week.
00:23:59:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And not a lot of break in this putt.  Putting back up the hill.  Jimenez did miss his birdie attempt and tapped in for his par.
00:24:06:24

LANNY WADKINS:  You've got to be firm with this one, Billy-Ray, to hold the line.
00:24:09:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  This--this would go a long way with his confidence here.  He made a big mistake with his third.  It turns into a bogey now.
00:24:27:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, John Cook mentioned about a shot after a bogey.  And he's got a really tight tee shot the next hole.  It's gonna be a big shot for him.
00:24:35:16

WHIT WATSON:  First glitch of the week for Barron.  And now he's tied for the lead at 10 under. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:24:48:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  And Duffy Waldorf, uphill birdie putt.  He needs to be aggressive.  Very slow coming up this hill. [putter clicks] This to get to 8 under par. [cup rattles] [cheers and clapping] Oh, that was well-hit, right there.  Nice impressive putt.  Back-to-back birdies for him.
00:25:05:09

LANNY WADKINS:  He birdied two of the toughest holes out here.
00:25:07:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Yes, he did. [laugh]
00:25:08:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Wow!
00:25:09:19

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Doug Barron, looking over his birdie putt.
00:25:11:23

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And taking a good, long look at that.  And got a great read from Jimenez.  One, on the break, and more importantly, the speed, as it comes over that ridge.  There's a little ridge to his right.  Some slope there that influenced the putt early on.  And one of the tendencies of a player that hasn't played a lot of tournament golf through time, John, is they get a little hurried in their approach, and, uh, I've been watching him walk.  He's--hasn't changed any pace as he walks.  Not playing really, any, uh, faster that he was early on.  So you've got to think he's in control of his emotions right now.
00:25:47:10

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  I would think so.  And, Lanny, don't you think, having played so well in the--in the Senior Open, that that probably helped his confidence a lot?
00:25:54:20

LANNY WADKINS:  I don't think there's any question, John.  It's nice to come out your first week and say, "Hey, I can play with these guys."  And then he comes to a venue here at Endicott, at En-Joie, that he has played a number of times.  So that's got some confidence going for him, as well.  So all-in-all, I--I think he's starting to feel pretty comfortable very quickly.
00:26:11:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  A good-looking putt there from a long distance.
00:26:16:26

WHIT WATSON:  Billy Andrade has this for birdie at the par 3.
00:26:19:27

JOHN COOK:  25 feet, after a quality 5-iron shot.  Not much to this.  Very, very straight.
00:26:28:12

WHIT WATSON:  Boy, he waved that off quickly.
00:26:30:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Just--

00:26:30:23

JOHN COOK:  Didn't miss by much.
00:26:31:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Just a--a pull right off the get-go there for Andrade.  Really been rolling the ball nicely, though.
00:26:39:20

WHIT WATSON:  As Barron lines his par putt, we can report that Jimenez did indeed tap in that birdie to get to 8 under.
00:26:46:14

LANNY WADKINS:  And Billy-Ray, not much in this.  We've seen a couple of putts from this direction.  And really fairly straight.
00:26:51:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And you--you can't give the hole away here.  Marco Dawson did tap in for his par.
00:27:01:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, that's a really nice, solid, positive stroke, right there, by Barron.  No stress at all on that one.
00:27:09:09

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now Scott Parel's third shot here, John Cook, at 15.
00:27:12:12

JOHN COOK:  Also drove it way to the right.  Had nothing but, uh, just to pitch it back out into the fairway.  115 back [club swing] to this right hole location, John.  Has to send it out to the right.  Used the slope. [ball thunk]
00:27:25:15

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Just like yesterday, only one shot later. [clapping] A pretty good shot.  And he's got a chance to save par.
00:27:35:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Over to 18.
00:27:36:14

WHIT WATSON:  Paul Goydos, who won this event back in 2016, this is for birdie.
00:27:41:27

LANNY WADKINS:  A pretty good look here.  Back up the slope. [cheers and clapping] No problem for Paul.  He needs a hot round tomorrow.
00:27:53:16

WHIT WATSON:  And now to 16.  Duffy Waldorf for birdie to get to 9 under, within 1.
00:27:59:04

LANNY WADKINS:  After birdie-ing the two hard holes, you've got to birdie the easy one.  Lets it get a little left, there. [cup rattles] [clapping] Duffy going along very nicely, though.
00:28:12:08

WHIT WATSON:  Back to 15.
00:28:13:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  On the tee box, Miguel Angel Jimenez.  A tough driving hole here.
00:28:17:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It is intimidating with that water down the left-hand side.  You don't want any part of that bunker down on the right.  But given the length of Jimenez, he--he can fly it over that bunker down the right.  You'd like to work the ball from right-to-left.  The hole's shaped that way.
00:28:32:25

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  A little against the wind today, Billy-Ray?
00:28:33:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Just a little.  The wind's starting to die down.
00:28:45:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You've got--John, you've got a shot in your bag, you can set up down that left-hand side. [club swing] No, it's not gonna go left.  That's one you can go to, also.
00:28:52:16

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  How about if you just tattoo it?
00:28:54:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh]
00:28:55:00

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Like that?
00:28:55:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Just like that.  And that is out there, too.  That is long.
00:29:00:27

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That was the full release, right there.  That was a lovely drive.  Now, Marco Dawson will be next.
00:29:06:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  John, it's getting pretty dark out here right now.  And with these clouds and thunder, if we can get this in here.  Marco drives the ball very well.  Not much curve in Marco's ball.
00:29:21:17

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  There's a big tree in the background, there, the largest one you see, right where--about where those lights just came on.  That would be a good target. [club swing]
00:29:38:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Leaning a little bit right here.
00:29:42:02

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Well, that's gonna be just fine.
00:29:42:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Overlap] Yep.
00:29:43:18

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  I think he hit a big old draw.  And was a little scared of going too far left.  It's fine.
00:29:48:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That ball did move quite a bit from right to left.
00:29:50:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Now, Barron.  This is an important tee shot for him.
00:29:53:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Coming off that nice up-and-down. [club swing]
00:30:10:11

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh, he's--

00:30:11:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle]
00:30:11:18

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  He stared that one down.  I'm gonna tell you what.
00:30:15:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And it--

00:30:15:21

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  That's beautiful.
00:30:21:04

WHIT WATSON:  [Horn blows] And there you have it.  It's that weather that's been circulating around us.  Popped up kind of quickly.  Has now caused a stoppage here in Round Number 2.  It's been getting progressively darker.  The wind has kind of died down.  It was very gusty about about a half an hour, 45 minutes ago.  That has died down.  But the system seems to be moving in our direction.  We've heard rumblings of thunder from the booth here at 18.  So the players will mark and make their way to shelter.
00:30:56:07

LANNY WADKINS:  The way they looked, like they were a little bit indecisive on blowing the horn.  I think the weather is circling enough, it just--we may get lucky.  It may just be a very short delay.  I know that's what--I know that's what the players hope.
00:31:12:01

WHIT WATSON:  Well, it's certainly not what Doug Barron wanted, making just his second PGA Tour Champions start, Monday qualifier, playing on a mini-tour this summer to get himself ready for this moment.  Turned 50 back in July, right before the Senior Open Championship.  Tied for 5th there.  And he's got a one-shot lead. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:31:37:11

WHIT WATSON:  Championship Sunday at the Dick's Sporting Goods Open.  En-Joie Golf Club in Endicott, New York.  After a suspension of play in Round Number 2, 15 players back out this morning to finish that round.  And the Final Round now under way.  Whit Watson with Lanny Wadkins.  And highlights from the overnight leader, Doug Barron, for birdie at 2.
00:31:57:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Been making a lot of long putts this week, as well as hitting the ball very nicely.  And this is a heck of a way to get this [cheers] final round started. [clapping] Pour it from 50 feet for birdie at the 2nd.
00:32:09:27

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples making a run today.  This was for birdie at the 10th.
00:32:14:04

LANNY WADKINS:  A great shot in here by Fred.  Really holing out very nicely. [clapping] Got the putter working.  Looks very smooth over everything.
00:32:21:06

WHIT WATSON:  That got Couples to 11 under.  Now back to Barron.  The Monday qualifier for birdie at 6.

00:32:25:11

LANNY WADKINS:  And we said he's been making some putts.  He just made a 10-footer for par the hole or so before. [cheers and clapping] Comes back here with another 18-footer at 6.  Beautiful putt.
00:32:35:03

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples, who won here at En-Joie on the PGA Tour.  He's never played it as a PGA Tour Champions event, for birdie at 11.
00:32:42:18

LANNY WADKINS:  And we might mention that his iron game [clapping] is pretty good, as well.  He just stuck it in there six feet at 11.
00:32:48:26

WHIT WATSON:  That got him to 12 under par.  And then at the 12th.
00:32:52:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Hit his second shot with 3 iron over the back of the green on the par 5.  Chipped back to here. [cheers and clapping] And another nice putt for birdie at 12.
00:33:00:00

WHIT WATSON:  So three straight birdies for Couples at 10, 11, and 12.  And he is within one shot of Doug Barron, who is playing just his seventh round ever on the PGA Tour Champions.  And he's got a one-shot lead in Endicott.
00:33:15:10

WHIT WATSON:  All right.  So Couples found the water off the tee at 14.  This now his third.
00:33:20:21

JOHN COOK:  Fortunate that he got to drop it up by the green.  Now just in that short rough.  Oh. [cheers and clapping] Oh, boy.

00:33:27:29

LANNY WADKINS:  It always looked like 3, didn't it, Cookie?
00:33:30:27

JOHN COOK:  Like his tee shot.
00:33:34:08

WHIT WATSON:  That falls in for Dr. Chipinsky for the par.  And still hasn't made a bogey today.
00:33:40:23

WHIT WATSON:  Kevin Sutherland, who's put together a pretty nice day, he's at 10 under, 3 under on his round.
00:33:45:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Two big shots.  And a look here.  And, oh, we're--these chip-ins are habit-forming.  That's for an eagle 3, getting Sutherland all the way to 12 under.
00:33:54:26

WHIT WATSON:  That's his second eagle of the day.  Sutherland is two shots off the lead, a player that once shot 59 here, back in 2014.
00:34:03:10

LANNY WADKINS:  And he can go low in a heartbeat, and really quickly.
00:34:06:15

WHIT WATSON:  Couples leads the field in scrambling this week with shots like that.  He's already chipped in for a par after finding the penalty at 14.
00:34:16:10

LANNY WADKINS:  It helps your average when you've--you're holing from off the green.  And we've just seen two of them that he's holed from off the green this week.  So, uh, for Freddie, with his style of play and his short game, this is very doable, John Cook.
00:34:27:07

JOHN COOK:  That it is.  A decent lie, there.  It looks like it's sitting down.  But it's not too bad, actually.  Kind of sitting on top of the grass.  That will certainly help get him--let him, uh, get the ball up in air, flip it up in the air.  Has a good 30 feet between the rough cut--the fringe cut, and the green.  So has room.  It came out a little bit low.  Checked, released.  A really good shot.  Wow. [cheers and clapping] Really good shot.  Wow.
00:34:52:09

LANNY WADKINS:  That is--that is just not that easy.  That looked great.  So talented.
00:34:57:20

WHIT WATSON:  Go back to the 12th.  Here is the par 5.  Woody Austin is only two shots back. [club swing]
00:35:03:21

LANNY WADKINS:  246.  He's got to hit this pretty solid.  Hole location right over that bunker on the right-hand side. [ball thunk].  And Woody went after it.  And that is a terrific shot by Woody, just off the back edge of the green.  Very holeable for eagle 2--eagle 3 from there.
00:35:21:08

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples after a brilliant second at this short par 4, this to tie the lead.
00:35:26:14

JOHN COOK:  Three feet here.  It does move a little left-to-right.  Back down the hill. [cheers and clapping]
00:35:39:16

WHIT WATSON:  Now Woody Austin at 12.
00:35:41:02

LANNY WADKINS:  And he has had a run of chip-ins the last few weeks.  And just didn't catch that solid.  It was on his mind.  He had the flagstick out.
00:35:52:29

WHIT WATSON:  Meanwhile, back on the tee, the co-leader, now, Doug Barron.
00:35:57:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, just a slight helping breeze. [club swing] And it starts up the left-hand side, fading back.  This looks good.
00:36:05:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Had some speed on that one, too, Billy-Ray.  That's out there, as well.  Chasing really nice.  Great tee shot by Barron.
00:36:16:06

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Back at the tee at 17, Fred Couples.
00:36:18:14

JOHN COOK:  197 hole, John.  190 gets onto the flat.  Straight downwind.  6 iron, back right [club swing] hole location.  Fred likes this.  Oh, a pretty good line if it's enough.  I think it's got to go just [ball thunk] a little. [cheers and clapping]

00:36:31:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh, that's lovely. [cheers and clapping] Inside four feet.  That's a beautiful shot.
00:36:40:09

WHIT WATSON:  Woody Austin with a birdie putt.  This would get him to 13 under.  That would be one off the lead.
00:36:56:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, a good stroke by Woody.  Just walked that right on in. [clapping] Playing with a lot of confidence right now.  Nice round going today.
00:37:06:05

LANNY WADKINS:  A big tee shot by Barron, Billy-Ray.
00:37:08:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Huge tee shot.  211, front, 224, total.  Just a little helping breeze.  Perfect lie.
00:37:17:26

LANNY WADKINS:  You gotta have a little adrenalin going right now.  Setting up left to hit a cut, it looks like. [club swing]
00:37:24:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And trying to work it in that direction.
00:37:29:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Comes up just short in that bunker.  I thought he got it a little bit right of where he was looking.  A pretty simple bunker shot from there, though, Billy-Ray.
00:37:40:04

JOHN COOK:  Three feet, and there is not much to this.  Maybe just right of center.
00:37:49:22

MALE:  Get in! [cheers and clapping]
00:37:51:11

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh, that's just expert, right there.  Absolutely gorgeous.  Nine birdies, no bogeys.  Fred Couples moves to 15 under par, one shot ahead of Doug Barron.
00:38:04:21

WHIT WATSON:  So back at the 12th at En-Joie Golf Club, Doug Barron with his third at the par 5.
00:38:09:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And that ball sits on the upslope.  Not much green to work with.  But the greens are pretty soft after the rain yesterday.
00:38:16:02

LANNY WADKINS:  This is very doable.  A pretty simple shot.  And that's okay. [clapping] I wouldn't call it great.  But he's got it about four or five feet.  So the situation, and everything, pretty well done.
00:38:25:24

WHIT WATSON:  To the tee at the par-4 18th.  And Fred Couples.
00:38:31:02

LANNY WADKINS:  He needs to able to attack this hole location.  All the way in the back right.
00:38:34:18

JOHN COOK:  He's got driver out, Lanny.  The wind is pretty much down out of the right. [club swing] Hooking up the right-hand side.  And this was right down the center.
00:38:45:19

LANNY WADKINS:  He gave that one a lot.  He went at that pretty hard.  That's down the left center, as it ends up.  And that's a fantastic angle to that back-right hole location.
00:38:56:17

WHIT WATSON:  Scott McCarron will have an eagle look at the par 5.
00:39:02:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I mean, that was a wonderful second shot he played in there.  He played that high little fade in there.  Able to keep it on the green coming in there from 228 yards.  And a putt that comes down the hi--hole--uh, down the hill.  But it's--it's makeable.  It has a little break early on, then should straighten up at the end.
00:39:18:18

LANNY WADKINS:  And Billy-Ray, he needs this to kind of get in the middle of this movie, doesn't he?
00:39:22:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He does.  And he knows that.  And you know, we talked about, you know, eagle leader.  Only one par 5 back here.  But you've got to remember, the 16th hole, where he's birdied it two days in a row, has driven the green both days.  So that's almost like a par 5 for him. [putter clicks]

00:39:46:08

LANNY WADKINS:  I can't believe he left it short down the hill.  I'm really surprised at that.
00:39:55:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Scott usually a pretty bold putter.
00:40:01:21

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got to put that out of his mind.  Take care of business right here. [clapping]
00:40:12:10

WHIT WATSON:  So a two-putt birdie for Scott McCarron gets him to 12 under.  He is three back of Couples.  Barron will have a birdie putt to try to claim a share of the lead once again.
00:40:31:25

LANNY WADKINS:  He's been really solid on all these this week, Billy-Ray.
00:40:34:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  And really sticking to his routine.  I've been watching to see if he's getting out of his realm of routine.  But he is going through the same motions each and every time on the putting green.
00:40:47:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Very relaxed looking stroke. [clapping] No sign of nerves at all.  Beautiful putt.
00:40:57:23

LANNY WADKINS:  He left it in a pretty good place, putting it in that bunker.  It wasn't the toughest up-and-down in the world.  And he sure handled it very nicely.
00:41:06:11

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples with the longest drive we've seen all week at 18th.
00:41:11:16

JOHN COOK:  After a 326-yard drive, only 106, flag.  Straight down wind to right to the back of the green.  He's got a great angle, going in there nice and low.
00:41:25:24

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got to get it back there.
00:41:27:14

JOHN COOK:  It should spin a little to the left. [cheers and clapping] A downhill putt.  He doesn't have to worry about speed.
00:41:31:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He's got about 14 feet.  That's a nice play.  You'd like to have gotten it a little closer.  But still good shot there for Fred.  You got to also think, he hasn't been in this position very often lately.
00:41:44:25

WHIT WATSON:  This is the penultimate group, with Marco Dawson and Jay Haas.
00:41:48:20

WHIT WATSON:  And we go back to 15.
00:41:50:07

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Doug Barron, his second.
00:41:51:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, the ball just above his feet here. [club swing] Pitching wedge.  A solid strike.  Just right of the flag.  Gonna land a little past. [clapping]
00:42:00:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Very nice.
00:42:02:10

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples with a birdie putt at the 18th.
00:42:06:23

LANNY WADKINS:  About 14 feet.  Just didn't have enough pace.  It looked like a little of a decel, being careful with the pace. [clapping] That's one he would like to have had.
00:42:18:06

WHIT WATSON:  It would have been a 62.  Instead, 63, his lowest since a 62 in the Final Round of the 2017 Charles Schwab Cup Championship. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:42:35:22

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Doug Barron with a chance to take the lead.
00:42:38:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Couldn't have left it in a better spot, John.  Putting back up the hill, not a lot of break.  Really hit it firm, just a slight bit of break from left to right.  Still going through the same routine.
00:42:52:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  He is.
00:42:54:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You have to think, um, he didn't want any stoppage of play, did Doug Barron.  But, uh, after that little wedge shot, and, um, we'll see how he handles this one here. [putter clicks]

00:43:18:14

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  I'd say pretty nicely, right there. [cheers and clapping] That's a beautiful putt.
00:43:21:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Incredible.
00:43:23:24

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Boy, that's a shot in the arm, right now.  That's a--that's a great birdie after waiting that long.
00:43:27:25

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  To 18.
00:43:28:26

WHIT WATSON:  This was a moment ago.  Tommy Tolles playing his second shot.
00:43:33:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Hole location in the back right part of this green.  Just a short iron for Tommy.  Takes in there behind the hole. [cheers and clapping] And almost jars it.  What a shot!

00:43:49:06

WHIT WATSON:  It's gonna be, most likely, Scott McCarron next, for eagle.
00:43:53:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  An interesting putt here for Scott McCarron.  This for eagle.  It gradually works its way back up the hill.  And there is a--a small ridge, about three-quarters of the way between himself and the hole.  Once it gets over that ridge, it goes back downhill.
00:44:06:04

LANNY WADKINS:  You've gotta be aggressive here. [putter clicks]

00:44:12:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It should pick up some pace.
00:44:13:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Wow!  That's a great try. [clapping] Good pace.
00:44:19:08

WHIT WATSON:  To the tee at the 18th.  Woody Austin, 5 under on his round today. [club swing]
00:44:24:05

JOHN COOK:  And not a breath of wind out here right now.  And this is headed way to the right, well right.
00:44:29:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  That was one hand off the club.  So just tried to steer it up there.  And not a good shot by Woody at this point in time.
00:44:40:11

WHIT WATSON:  We go back to the 16th.  And it looks like it's gonna be Parel first.
00:44:47:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It will be Scott Parel next.  A nifty little second shot he played there, after missing this green to the right.  Just off the edge of the green here. [cheers and clapping]
00:45:13:03

WHIT WATSON:  It took a last little bump to the right.  And that was enough.  Parel goes to 10 under.
00:45:17:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Been a disappointing day for Scott.  I'm sure he expected to be going lower than he has at this point today.
00:45:28:19

WHIT WATSON:  And we'll stay here for Doug Barron.
00:45:31:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Manny, I was really surprise that little pitch that Doug Barron played, that it didn't, uh, you know, check up.  The green has just enough moisture that it just kind of skidded on him.  But--

00:45:41:16

LANNY WADKINS:  I was, too, Billy-Ray.  And especially coming off the upslope.  And he hit it pretty firm, which generally puts more spin on it.
00:45:47:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, this putt, though, he got it past the hole.  It's actually coming back uphill.  It'll gently swing a little bit from right to left.  He pulled it from the get-go there. [clapping]
00:46:07:06

LANNY WADKINS:  4 is a good score.  But he's gotta be a little disappointed.  He had in position--he was thinking birdie the entire way.  I'm sure he's kind of surprised that pitch shot didn't check up, as well.
00:46:18:10

WHIT WATSON:  He remains at 16 under, leads by 1.  Freddy staying loose.  McCarron to get to 12 under. [clapping]
00:46:34:17

WHIT WATSON:  A two-putt birdie for Scott McCarron.  That puts him comfortably inside the Top 5.
00:46:42:04

LANNY WADKINS:  Three days in a row he's had two-putt birdie there.  That's some really great driving.
00:46:46:29

WHIT WATSON:  Oh, boy.  This is what Woody Austin is facing for his second.
00:46:50:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  There is nothing good over here. [club swing]
00:46:53:07

JOHN COOK:  There is a little window right there, Lanny, that, uh, was, like, a perfect 7 iron just kind of window.  And this is from 170.  And it's just right and just short.
00:47:01:17

WHIT WATSON:  Yeah.  That's not bad.
00:47:02:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, the way--yeah.  The way he chips, he could--it's possible.
00:47:04:27

WHIT WATSON: That's not bad from where he was.
00:47:08:13

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Doug Barron surveying his birdie putt here, Billy-Ray.
00:47:11:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And quite the shot.  Very impressive, the shot he played in here, John.  It's about 15 feet.  It's gonna move a--just a little bit from right to left.  Scott McCarron already played his second shot, the little pitch from right of the green.  He'll have a par attempt left.  This is makeable.  This is very makeable here.
00:47:33:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Any time the heat's on, you'd like to make a putt, Billy-Ray, I love having downhillers.  Just got to coast it on line.
00:47:41:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I have been watching.  We talked about it quite a bit.  He is going through the same routine.  Love that.  It takes away some of the guesswork.
00:48:06:28

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Hello! [cheers and clapping] How about that?  I tell you what.  The putt at 15, the putt at 17, absolutely beautiful.
00:48:17:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Impressed.
00:48:17:23

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Gives him a two-shot lead going to the 18th tee.
00:48:21:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And you don't think it doesn't matter?  Wow!

00:48:32:15

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Take another look at this, Lanny.  How about that stroke?
00:48:34:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, it's beautiful.  He's had the same putting stroke all day.  He really hasn't wavered.  And his head stays still. [cheers and clapping] He's got the stroke.  Putting with a lot of confidence.  And, you know, controlling his emotions.  You've got to be a little excited right now.  But he knows there's still a hole to play.  He's gonna enjoy it for a second, then refocus at 18.
00:48:53:25

WHIT WATSON:  Up at 18, Woody Austin playing his 3rd.
00:48:57:29

JOHN COOK:  A critical little pitch shot here.  But he is so--[cheers and clapping] solo 3rd, right now.  And doesn't want to slip into a tie.
00:49:04:11

LANNY WADKINS:  No.  Not with every dollar counting in this race for the Charles Schwab Cup.  You're right.
00:49:09:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Lanny, I think it's huge right now.  You just saw his caddie, Billy Pore, who is a long-time caddie out here.  He's won, uh, a lot of championships with Paul Azinger through the time.  And, uh, I think that he has played a big role in this.
00:49:23:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Not messing around. [club swing]
00:49:31:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  It's up the left-hand side.
00:49:33:28

LANNY WADKINS:  You gotta be careful.  There's water that left-hand side.  It's okay.
00:49:38:05

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  Oh. [laugh] Whoo, that was close.
00:49:40:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh]
00:49:41:03

LANNY WADKINS:  It's good now.
00:49:41:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He was watching it close back at the tee, gentlemen.
00:49:44:16

WHIT WATSON:  We go up to the green at the 18th.  And Woody Austin, this would be, as you just heard, a chance to remain solo 3rd.
00:49:51:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He can't find any good reason to put any more in Colin Montgomerie's pocket.  So he wants to go ahead and make this.
00:49:58:23

JOHN COOK:  A little tick to the right there.  A little left-to-righter. [clapping] And he made it right in the back.
00:50:09:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, 158, coming back up the hill.  Perfect angle. [club swing]
00:50:14:03

DOUG BARRON:  There it is.
00:50:15:22

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle]
00:50:15:22

MALE:  Beauty.
00:50:16:29

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He likes it.
00:50:17:16

JOHN MAHAFFEY:  I love that.
00:50:18:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Great line.  Yep. [cheers and clapping] [laugh]
00:50:22:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Great shot.
00:50:23:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That was a statement swing, right there, Lanny.
00:50:25:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Right in there underneath the hole, Billy-Ray.  It was.  He took it right at the flag.  I like that, as well.  A lot of confidence in that swing.  And, uh, this is--this is quite a moment for Doug Barron.
00:50:39:07

WHIT WATSON:  Fred Couples has seen enough.
00:50:41:08

LANNY WADKINS:  A pretty simple look here for Doug Barron.  It's not much movement in this.  Back uphill, maybe a little, and, uh, knowing he's just got to three-putt for the win, you want to--you know, he'd like--really, he'd like to make this and really enjoy the moment.  It's a great way to finish.  Uh, but I would not be surprised if he's not a factor in some tournaments coming down the stretch.  It--he might be in the celebratory mode for the next week, or so.
00:51:07:17

WHIT WATSON:  Oh, ho.
00:51:08:16

CROWD:  Oh! [clapping]
00:51:12:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Probably one of the few great putts he hit that didn't go in. [cheers and clapping]
00:51:21:09

WHIT WATSON:  From Monday qualifier to wire-to-wire.  Doug Barron is a winner on the PGA Tour Champions. [cheers and clapping] [music]
00:52:09:01

End of Recording
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