PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS – BRIDGESTONE SENIOR PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:33:02

BOB PAPA:  We have the PGA Tour Champions coming to famed Firestone Country Club, the South Course.  Gorgeous weather this morning with First Round action under way.  But at 12:55 Eastern, Joe Torre sounds the horn [beep] with thunder and lightning in the area.  They had to get the players off the golf course.  And that thunder and lightning showed up just a few minutes later.  Torrential downpours right now here in Akron, Ohio, with thunder and lightning.  So play has been suspended.  The wind has kicked up.  It's expected to blow out.  Maybe some other storms later this afternoon.  But, yes, trust us, we'll get the golfers back out on the golf course at some point today.  But let's take a look at some action from earlier today.
00:01:18:20

BOB PAPA:  David Toms getting set to play his second shot at the par-4 14th.  Arron Oberholser, how is the lie there?
00:01:24:25

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, it's not a great lie. [club swing] But something he can get a club on.  That was from 231. [ball thunk]
00:01:33:00

LANNY WADKINS:  A really poor tee shot.  But he got it right up around the front edge of the green.  That's an excellent play from there.
00:01:37:16

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And with tree trouble, and everything, Lanny, that was all he could hope for, actually.
00:01:41:15

BOB PAPA:  Toms with third--three second-place finishes this year.
00:01:46:07

LANNY WADKINS:  And the good thing about these hybrids coming out of the rough is, it kind of slides through the grass.  It doesn't fight it.  You don't see much grass coming up.  So it's a good solid strike there by Toms.
00:01:59:01

BOB PAPA:  Back at the 14th.
00:02:15:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Right of this hole, and it breaks off sharply to the right.
00:02:17:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Any tree trouble, Billy-Ray?  It looks like he might have a little bit.
00:02:20:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, his normal shape shot, no issue [club swing] whatsoever.  He just lofts this one out to the right.  A mishit, here.  It's gonna come up short, too. [ball thunk]. Oh, wow.  Not used to seeing that from Vijay Singh.  And that was a hole location he would absolutely love to try to get at when he's on point.
00:02:41:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He was--he was up and out of his spine angle really quick, there.  And doesn't have a lot of green to work with that pitch.  And the ball went down in that grass.
00:02:53:02

BOB PAPA:  Now Couples to play.
00:02:55:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I think he's trying to decide.  He's in between clubs right now.  And he's got 169 yards.  And--and we spoke of how--I think Phil was talking about the initial bounce of some of these mid to short irons, the ball not spinning back.  The greens are pretty firm.  Try--trying to land this ball right about 165 yards.  8 iron.
00:03:14:27

BOB PAPA:  Couples making his first start [club swing] since Biloxi, where he finished tied for 17th. [ball thunk]
00:03:23:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Good shot.  Just tugged it a hair left.  But he's got a realistic look from about 15, 18 feet.
00:03:30:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A moment ago, David Toms, his second shot here at the 15th.
00:03:35:00

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  This was kind of a precarious lie.  Tough to read, Phil.  And he did a wonderful job of reading that lie.
00:03:42:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah.  I noticed he took a big turn, big arm swing there.  Well--a good technique.  Well--well-executed.
00:03:49:28

BOB PAPA:  Scott McCarron playing his second into 14. [club swing]

00:03:52:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Coming from the left-hand side of the fairway.  Great angle, trying to work this ball in from left-to-right.  161.  He might use a little slope there.
00:04:00:14

LANNY WADKINS:  And he needs to start doing that every single hole to get back in this tournament.  He's got a long way to go.

00:04:06:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, a good thing for Stricker, he has played here a lot over the years, uh, a number of times.
00:04:13:15

BOB PAPA:  Yeah.  And, uh, Stricker finished tied for 2nd in 2012 at the Bridgestone Invitational, and tied for 2nd in 1996 in the World Series of Golf.
00:04:23:28

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And he's got 36 rounds under his belt here.  So he knows this place like the back of his hand.
00:04:32:05

MALE:  Oh! [clapping]
00:04:33:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, that was a good call.  Another birdie for Steve Stricker and he goes to 5 under par now.  And the lead is 2.  And his hot streak in the Senior Majors continues.  He's won two of them this year, each by six shots.
00:04:48:07

BOB PAPA:  Well, some overcasts skies are expected.  Maybe a little more rain.  Play has been suspended since 12:55, local time.  Steve Stricker trying to win his third major of the year.  The only players to do it, Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus, and Bernhard Langer.  See Langer, he won this event three times.  He's at even par on his round, with a lot of golf still to be played for Langer.  As we look at more of the scores.  And Firestone Country Club, the South Course, clearly, has lived up to its billing.  Defending Champ Vijay Singh 1 over par through 16 holes.  The same for Jeff Maggert, who Singh beat in a playoff last year.
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:05:31:02

BOB PAPA:  It's 37th year, and for the first year, Firestone Country Club, the South Course, playing host.  With rain yesterday, suspended play at 12:55, Eastern.  They had to finish the First Round this morning.  So a long day, with golfers playing to finish 27 holes on this Friday to get up to speed.  And this golf course firm and fast before the rain.  Still a difficult task, with only eight players under par yesterday.  They're playing it at a par-70, around 7400 yards.  Bob Papa, World Golf Hall-of-Famer Lanny Wadkins.  Lanny a winner here at Firestone in 1977.  So glad you could join us.  Phil Blackmar calling the action.  Billy-Ray Brown and Arron Oberholser out on the golf course.  As we send it over to 13 and Phil Blackmar.
00:06:18:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Thank you very much.  And Brandt Jobe has a long birdie putt here, up and over the ridge.
00:06:25:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Six birdies on his round today.  A wonderful round of golf under way.
00:06:30:05

BOB PAPA:  Over at the 2nd, Defending Champ Vijay Singh has this putt for birdie.  He beat Jeff Maggert at Exmore last year in a playoff.  And [clapping] Vijay pours in the birdie putt.  So a birdie-birdie start for Vijay.
00:06:50:13

LANNY WADKINS:  He's been putting with so much more confidence.  And one thing to look at, his stroke was a little quick early on this year.  But now it's got the full length going back, and very aggressive coming through. [clapping] Beautiful.
00:07:07:22

BOB PAPA:  That's like when you're playing scramble.  Right?
00:07:08:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.
00:07:08:23

BOB PAPA:  You know?  And again, that was the exact same putt.
00:07:11:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  I'd like to have him as my fourth guy in the scramble. [chuckle]
00:07:18:03

BOB PAPA:  Over at 18, Kent Jones, who is 2 under on his round today [club swing], playing his second shot into 18.
00:07:24:09

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got to hoist it up in the air.  The hole location's on the left-hand side.
00:07:29:24

BOB PAPA:  Over to the 8th.  And Steve Stricker.
00:07:35:29

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And 167 to the front.  A beautiful drive here up the left side, which is where you've got to keep it.  And with this flag on just eight paces, the green kind of works away from you, from the front to the back, here on 8.  So even with it soft, you can still land it short and it might release to the flag for him.  175 total for Steve. [club swing]
00:08:09:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Good swing.  Nice balance.  Just out a little right.  But that's an excellent shot, [clapping] right there, by Stricker.  He's all of a sudden, Arron, got his iron game really dialed in.
00:08:21:21

BOB PAPA:  Tommy Tolles has this lengthy birdie putt.  Made the turn at 2 under.  No bogeys on the scorecard.
00:08:32:05

LANNY WADKINS:  He's gonna try to make this go a little bit to the right.
00:08:33:16

MALE:  Come on.
00:08:34:04

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, it did.
00:08:34:12

MALE:  Yeah. [clapping]
00:08:35:14

LANNY WADKINS:  And it's perfect.
00:08:37:12

BOB PAPA:  Tommy Tolles a nice, clean scorecard.  And he's at 3 under, just 4 off the lead of Steve Stricker.  Brandt Jobe did tap in for his par at 18 to shoot a 5-under-par 65.  That leaves him a shot off the lead of Steve Stricker here in the Second Round from Akron, Ohio at the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship.
00:08:59:16

BOB PAPA:  Scott Parel started the day 2 off the lead of Steve Stricker after shooting a 66 in his opening round.
00:09:07:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Lanny, you're kind of old school.  How do you like your caddies laying on the ground around the greens?  Does that bother you at all, seeing them laying around.
00:09:14:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Uh [chuckle], usually, only when they were asleep. [cheers and clapping]
00:09:20:09

BOB PAPA:  So after three bogeys on the back, Parel, with a birdie at 18, his only birdie of the day.  He winds up shooting a 2-over-par 72.  And now he's 5 off the lead of Steve Stricker.
00:09:30:16

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen on the left side of the fairway.
00:09:34:06

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And 139.  Has to control the spin.  This is only two above a ridge that, uh, if you've got too much spin, is gonna come all the way back down.
00:09:42:04

LANNY WADKINS:  He needs to go ahead and take this past the flag, Arron. [club swing]
00:09:45:09

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  That's hard to do with this hole location.
00:09:46:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, you deal with the downhill putt here.  You do. [ball thunk] And that's okay.  And he did just that.  That's exactly what he had to do there. [cheers and clapping] What a great play by Goosen.  That's a man who's played here a lot, knowing that he had to do that to get it close.
00:10:02:19

BOB PAPA:  Back to the green at 10, Steve Stricker with quite a bit of work left for his par.

00:10:08:14

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  The good news is, it's coming mainly up the hill, flat, at best.  And, uh, it should be moving a little bit from his left to right, with the green kind of coming off the back edge like that.  But if he doesn't make this, that's a two-shot swing.  As Goose has hit it in there about a foot, a foot-and-a-half.
00:10:58:25

LANNY WADKINS:  And that's really [cheers and clapping] a big putt there for Stricker to keep the momentum going.
00:11:03:22

BOB PAPA:  A great par save by Steve there.
00:11:07:04

BOB PAPA:  [club swing] Ken Duke's tee shot on the way at 12.
00:11:10:04

LANNY WADKINS:  Hole location right over that front bunker.  And beautiful shot there by Ken [clapping], underneath the flag.
00:11:17:26

BOB PAPA:  Vijay Singh has been all over the map, Billy-Ray, over the last couple of holes.  And from the middle of the fairway now he's got the tough pitch shot.

00:11:27:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  And he's not going cross-handed here.  One reason why, you have to hinge it up so quickly to hit that soft shot.  I mean, that was well-done. [cheers and clapping]
00:11:35:24

LANNY WADKINS:  It just shows you, Billy-Ray, he has every single shot in the bag when he needs it.

00:11:41:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  We go to the 17th, and Tim Petrovic for birdie.
00:11:50:28

MALE:  Nice roll.
00:11:51:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And rocks that one right in there.  [clapping] A good birdie putt for Petrovic.
00:11:55:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, Goosen.

00:11:57:11

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  You know, he saw what that ball did around the hole.
00:12:09:15

MALE:  Whoo! [clapping]
00:12:10:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, he is feeling good today.
00:12:19:19

BOB PAPA:  Rocco Mediate over at 14.
00:12:25:00

LANNY WADKINS:  He did the hard part here.  He's put it in the fairway.  Hole location at 14 over on the left-hand side today.  Rocco always likes to hit a draw.  This should suit him.

00:12:36:08

BOB PAPA:  Even on his round today.
00:12:39:19

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, you don't think he's still got pop in his back.  This is 179, uphill, about four.  He's got 8-iron.

00:12:45:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, and he's pumped up.  He's swinging well.  He's really staying in his spine angle terrific today, A.O., and attacking a lot of left hole locations.  And what a great chance to put even more pressure on Stricker, right here. [club swing]
00:13:02:23

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Another great looking pass.  This drawing in right on the flag.

00:13:07:07

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, carries it past the flag.  What a terrific shot.
00:13:12:22

MALE:  Good shot.
00:13:14:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 11th now.  Vijay Singh with his second.

00:13:16:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  122 yards on the righthand side of the fairway. [club swing] 117 carries the bunker on a direct line.

00:13:27:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Wow.  His distance control's leaving a little to be desired these last couple of holes with short irons.

00:13:32:13

LANNY WADKINS:  And it really is.  But he's making solid contact.  Awfully big swing for a short shot.  Maybe that's one of the reasons.  But, uh, does have a nice, solid swing.  Look how much he turns through this shot for a big man.  And there is that big release by Vijay.  Hand almost off the club.

00:13:50:00

BOB PAPA:  Remember, Lanny, it cost him, though, uh, at the Mitsubishi Electric Classic when he wrenched three balls in the water with a wedge.
00:13:58:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Yes.  Exactly.  I mean, he was right in contention.  And the next thing you know, he was nowhere near the lead.
00:14:08:09

BOB PAPA:  Steve Stricker for his birdie at 12.

00:14:10:13

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  You got to marry the pace and the line perfectly here.  This is, uh, one of those up-and-over putts.  It kind of comes up over a little bit of a spine that runs off that front bunker, and then kind of, as it gets to the hole, almost pitches away from you a little, right-to-left.
00:14:32:25

CROWD:  Oh!
00:14:37:02

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen has this putt for birdie to take the lead.
00:14:41:19

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Quick putt down the hill.  And a tough one to read.
00:14:50:10

LANNY WADKINS:  That didn't look so tough to me. [cheers and clapping] He hit it right where he was looking.

00:14:51:23

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  My goodness.  He is rolling right now, Lanny.

00:14:55:25

BOB PAPA:  This is some round of golf by Retief Goosen.  That is three birdies in a row.

00:15:02:04

BOB PAPA:  Bob Estes playing his second shot at 14. [club swing]
00:15:07:17

LANNY WADKINS:  He did the hard part.  Got in the fairway.  Hole location over on the left-hand side. [ball thunk] And beautiful shot there by Estes.  Just took it right at the flag.

00:15:21:20

BOB PAPA:  Well, Retief Goosen has overtaken Steve Stricker.  The Goose, 7 under on his round today.  He's bogey-free, including an eagle at the 2nd hole.  Stricker is 1 under on his round today.  Golf course has yielded some better scores with the rain yesterday softening things up a little bit.  But still, a demanding test here in Akron, Ohio.  Past Champion, Kenny Perry currently at 1 over par.  Jay Haas 1 over par, 2 over on his round today.  Firestone Country Club, the South Course.  66 years of professional golf here in Akron at the Bridgestone Senior Players. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:16:07:29

BOB PAPA:  It's the 37th edition of the Bridgestone Senior Players.  First time Firestone Country Club, the South Course, is the host venue.  Forty miles south of Cleveland, we're in Akron, Ohio.  This par-70 demanding layout playing 7400 yards.  And the players enjoying their return to Firestone, which has had PGA Tour golf for 66 consecutive years.  And this community supports it in full stride.  Settle in on this Saturday afternoon as we get set for some action with Retief Goosen, who had a 3-shot lead to start this third round.  But he's 3 over through his first three holes, including a double-bogey at the 3rd.  Steve Stricker, just a shot back.
00:16:53:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 7th now, par 3, today playing 200 yards.  And what a hole location.  Tucked over in the right corner, just behind a bunker. [club swing] Smart plays into the middle of the green.  But who wants to be smart?  What a beautiful shot there by Jay Haas, right behind the hole.  That is spectacular.

00:17:14:11

BOB PAPA:  Colin Montgomerie has a putt for birdie at the 8th.  Monty, even on his round, hit a lot of good shots yesterday.  Couldn't cash in with this club, the putter.  And he pours that one in. [cheers and clapping]
00:17:27:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, after a spectacular tee shot, Jay Haas for birdie to pull within 2, coming down the hill, a quick putt.  Oh, well done. [cheers and clapping] What a nice birdie there.

00:17:40:03

BOB PAPA:  We take you out to 9.

00:17:41:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Tim Petrovic has a chance for birdie to get to minus 2.  And with that poor open by Goosen, [cheers and clapping] he has let a lot of players back in this championship.  Somebody could get hot, just like Goosen did yesterday, and they're right there in the mix now.
00:18:00:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 7th, now a little pitch shot for Kent Jones.

00:18:02:15

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  Just right up against that, um, thicker cut, which might present a little bit of a problem.  But it's more on the toe than the heel, which, uh, for this right-hander up here, Ken Jones, is a good thing.  Just coming up the hill over this brow.
00:18:18:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I think he made good contact there.  A couple of different ways to play that shot.  It gets away from him just a little, though.  A little more work left than he wanted. [clapping]
00:18:26:00

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And good leave under the hole.

00:18:27:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  At the 9th, Scott Parel for the birdie.  A chance to move within three.  Capable of making a lot of birdies.  Really, a good swinger of the club. [cheers and clapping] And a good birdie there at the 9th, a long par 4.

00:18:42:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he's got a day that the leaders are doing nothing.

00:18:46:09

BOB PAPA:  Tim Petrovic, a birdie putt at 12.  Had a good look at 10.  Didn't cash in.  Birdied 8 and 9. [clapping] Adds that one at 12.  And now he's only two off the lead.
00:18:59:18

LANNY WADKINS:  And he's played very well in Senior Majors since he's been out here.

00:19:04:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over at the 11th, Parel for birdie.  Putting straight up the hill.  A very makeable putt here.  Pull him within two.  Yep.  A good birdie there for Scott. [clapping]
00:19:17:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Steve Flesch with a chance for birdie.  This would get him to even par, and just five back.
00:19:24:27

MALE:  Get in there. [clapping]
00:19:26:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And a lot of guys now within a chance.  Good putt there.

00:19:34:13

BOB PAPA:  Back at the 10th, Kent Jones playing his third shot.

00:19:38:09

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And got a nice break, sitting up in the rough.
00:19:44:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh.  And played just a wonderful shot. [cheers and clapping] And all of a sudden, Kent Jones is 5 under.

00:19:49:05

BOB PAPA:  Yeah.  And he's got a share of the lead.  And he's, like, the only guy with the clean scorecard.  No bogeys.

00:19:54:28

LANNY WADKINS:  And good strike here.  Comes right back in underneath it.  Gets the ball up in the air.  Really well played.  Great touch.  Good distance control.

00:20:05:04

BOB PAPA:  Birdie at 1, birdie at 10.  Now Stricker for his par.

00:20:11:03

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  Coming back up the slope just a little bit.  And left-to-right a good amount. [cheers and clapping]
00:20:29:01

LANNY WADKINS:  That's a fine up-and-down there by Steve Stricker.  That was not an easy bunker shot.  Gets it out to there and holes the putt.

00:20:37:04

BOB PAPA:  Over at the 12th, Scott Parel to get to within one of the lead.
00:20:41:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Let's see if he can keep things going.  Oh, yes. [cheers and clapping]
00:20:46:26

BOB PAPA:  Back-to-back birdies for Parel.  He's at 4 under, and just a shot off the lead of Goosen and Jones.
00:20:52:26

BOB PAPA:  Colin Montgomerie doing a little housekeeping.  Getting set to play his third shot at 14.  And--and it looked like he hit a good shot.  But as you said, he probably didn't catch it correctly, because the ball of Tim Petrovic, uh, landed on the green and stopped.

00:21:14:04

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Stopped right by the hole.  It was a great shot.  And I don't know if Monty hit right on the downslope with the bunker, didn't quite catch it solid.  But it sure did not.  And it's the first ball we've really seen in release all day.  Acted more like the greens did the first day when they were playing so firm.

00:21:31:15

BOB PAPA:  Monty has won three majors on the PGA Tour Champions.  Has not won the Bridgestone Senior Players.
00:21:40:01

LANNY WADKINS:  A straightforward little chip-and-run.  I don't think he got that solid.  He did not.  He won't be happy with that one.

00:21:47:23

BOB PAPA:  Well, we've seen some birdies today at 18.  And Wes Shore, Jr. trying to add to that total.  John Daley had one there.  Michael Bradley and Wes Short, Jr. rolls that one in. [cheers and clapping] So he's even par in his round today.
00:22:04:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  This for birdie to tie it for the lead.  And there it is. [clapping] Retief Goosen finally gets one in the hole.  First birdie of the day.

00:22:16:05

BOB PAPA:  Scott Parel has got a lengthy birdie putt here at 18.  And if he can make this, he would have the lead.
00:22:24:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Either way, he's going to be in great shape going to tomorrow.  Right in the mix.  And really good chance he's going to be in the last group.
00:22:37:17

LANNY WADKINS:  He certainly will now. [cheers and clapping]
00:22:40:17

BOB PAPA:  How about that?  Scott Parel with a birdie at 18.

00:22:44:18

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Steve Stricker, in the last couple of years,  I can't remember a round like this that he's played on this Tour.  He's been so consistent.
00:22:55:26

BOB PAPA:  And A.O., I mean, other than the one at 13 that you would expect him to make with his eyes closed, it's not as if he's had a lot of great looks for birdies.
00:23:06:09

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  That's the thing.  He hasn't.  And it's really been his iron play and his ball-striking that's let him down today.  And that's one thing that you can't do around here.

00:23:14:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  I thought maybe the--the issues yesterday were a result of maybe watching Goosen play.  And I'm kind of surprised to see these carry over to today.  So two days in a row he has really looked, you know, out of sorts, un-Stricker-like.
00:23:28:08

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Let's see if he stays in this putt.  He's come out a couple of them looking early.
00:23:36:12

MALE:  Get in the hole!
00:23:37:19

CROWD:  Yeah. [cheers and clapping]
00:23:41:05

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  He needed that one, guys.
00:23:44:02

BOB PAPA:  So with a birdie at 16, Steve Stricker, who led after 18 holes, got within one.

00:23:51:25

LANNY WADKINS:  We talked about him peeking early.  Boy, the head stayed down right there.  Stayed there until after he had made contact.  So maybe that's his key.
00:24:02:06

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen, who's just had a wildly off day, Lanny, they have to remember, they're still in it.

00:24:07:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, they do.  I mean, we know the golf course will yield some low scores.  We've seen a 62, 64, 67s.  Good scores out here.  Disappointing putt there by Goosen.  A disappointing day for him.  But we've got some quality players at the top of this Leaderboard, guys that know how to win.  Take a look at Goose's face right here.  He's just not happy with what's going on today.  See the disappointment.  But, uh, the course can beat you up if you don't play well.  Steve Stricker mentioned that.  If a guy goes out and plays well, scores can be had.  The greens are still going to be receptive tomorrow.  So there is a low score out there.

00:24:48:00

BOB PAPA:  Now, an important par putt for Retief Goosen, as well.

00:24:52:07

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, last thing he--

00:24:52:14

BOB PAPA:  To stay within in one.
00:24:53:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Last thing he wanted at this stage of the game is to stand over another three, four-footer.

00:25:00:07

BOB PAPA:  You want to make sure you're in the last group, too.

00:25:03:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Yes, you do.  That would be nice.  And you--you know, a player of his stature, he'd know exactly what's going on all day.
00:25:17:10

BOB PAPA:  [clapping] So a par for Goosen at 18.  A disappointing five-over-par 75 that included four bogeys a double, and just the one birdie on the day.  So he started the day with a 3-shot lead.  He ends the day trailing Scott Parel by one.  Parel with birdies at 16 and 18, carding a 3-under-par 67.  He'll go into the Final Round of the fourth Major of the year with a 1-shot lead over Retief Goosen.  Steve Stricker, right in the mix.  You've got a guy like Vijay Singh at even, only five back.  So a lot can be decided, especially on this golf course, as difficult as it is played throughout the course of the week.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:26:05:01

BOB PAPA:  It's a gorgeous day in Akron, Ohio.  Final Round action of the Bridgestone Senior Players Championship is under way.  Hall-of-Famer Retief Goosen and Scott Parel share the lead at 5 under par.  And Goosen with a lengthy birdie putt coming up at 5.  Excuse me.  Over at 4.  Billy-Ray Brown with this group.

00:26:26:15

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  All right, Bob, throw the ball at divot at 142 yards.  Played it safe out to the left.  The greens have picked up a bunch of speed today.
00:26:37:00

BOB PAPA:  Let's go over to 5 and welcome in Phil Blackmar.
00:26:39:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah.  And thank you.  Steve Stricker for birdie.

00:26:41:17

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And coming up over this little slope, here, Phil.
00:26:49:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A good putt from there.

00:26:56:06

BOB PAPA:  Now, back over at the 4th, Retief Goosen for his par.  Opened up with a bogey at the 1st, made an eagle at the second.  Goosen shot 62 on Friday.  Had a 3-shot lead going into yesterday's Third Round.  And had an awful day.  Shot 75.  Billy-Ray, does he seem to be sort of back in Retief mode?
00:27:20:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He certainly is.  And, um, you talk about that start he had yesterday.  He was 4 over through four holes yesterday and had himself behind the eight ball.  And he played really tough golf yesterday.  Didn't have control at all.  Hung in there.  This for par.
00:27:40:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  All right. [clapping]
00:27:43:28

BOB PAPA:  Let's go over 5.
00:27:45:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And Kent Jones for birdie.

00:27:46:15

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  A good look here.  Down the hill, a little quick.  Not a lot of movement.

00:27:52:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  All pars and one birdie on his card so far.  Is that another?  Ah, it just slides by.

00:28:01:16

BOB PAPA:  Now, let's take a look at some early highlights from today.  Steve Stricker, who shot 64 and had the lead after the opening round, Lanny, he's been struggling a little bit.  But dialed in with the putter at 1.

00:28:12:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he has.  It may have not been his best putt.  But he got it in the left side.  So a great start.  Retief just over the green in two.  Putted down to about four feet.  And this is just a power lip-out.  Probably just too hard on that little putt.  He's kind of--looked almost a little shocked right there.
00:28:27:16

BOB PAPA:  And after yesterday he needed something good to happen.  And he made it happen at the reachable par-5 2nd.

00:28:33:22

LANNY WADKINS:  He did.  Just a massive tee shot [club swing] right down the left-hand side.  Perfect.  And then this long iron never leaves the flag.  Just a great swing.  Beautiful shot right there by Retief.

00:28:45:26

CROWD:  Oh! [clapping]
00:28:46:25

BOB PAPA:  And he would go on and make the eagle to get to 5 under par.  Scott Parel, after his 67 yesterday, started the day with a one-shot lead.  He now shares the lead with Retief Goosen.  Steve Stricker leads the group at 4 under par with Brandt Jobe, Tim Petrovic, and Kent Jones.  Vijay Singh, the Defending Champion, been battling all week long, trying to make something happen.

00:29:13:25

BOB PAPA:  A great week it's been for Jay Haas.  His second shot at the 8th.  The 65-year-old the winner of the [club swing] Bridgestone Senior Players in 2009.

00:29:22:29

LANNY WADKINS:  They've got 8 up playing 404 yards today.  Nice tee shot by Jay.  And [clapping] very nice second shot, getting it all the way back to that flag.  Great play.

00:29:33:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  At the 7th, Brandt Jobe for birdie to get to 5 under and tie for the lead.  He's--

00:29:39:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over to the 13th, it has been an up-and-down week for Scott McCarron, our Leader in the Charles Schwab Cup Points Race.  He was 5 over at one point in his first round.  And got it all the way back into the Top 10 yesterday.  And then lost it.  Made several bogeys coming in.  And now he's back in the Top 10 again. [clapping]
00:29:59:05

BOB PAPA:  Now over at the 8th, Jay Haas.  A good look for birdie here.

00:30:03:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Got to take advantage of a shot in there like that. [clapping] And he does.  And, you know, nice start to the day for Jay Haas.

00:30:09:08

BOB PAPA:  It's been a very good week for Ken Duke.  He's got a putt for birdie.  Got in as an alternate when Fred Funk withdrew on Thursday morning.  And--

00:30:18:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Ooh. [clapping]
00:30:19:02

BOB PAPA:  --been right around even or 1 under all week.

00:30:21:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, he has.  That was a very nice read there.  A quick little putt coming down the slope.

00:30:26:25

BOB PAPA:  Miguel Angel Jimenez at the 12th for a lengthy birdie.  Miguel has contended in the Bridgestone Senior Players.  Had a couple of chances to win over the last few years.
00:30:36:29

MALE:  Keep going.  Keep going.
00:30:37:26

MALE:  Go in!  Go in! [cheers and clapping]
00:30:41:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Viva Miguel.

00:30:43:00

BOB PAPA:  That's good.

00:30:48:24

BOB PAPA:  And you see, this is the list of names that won the Bridgestone Senior Players the first time they played.  Obviously, it started in 1983 with Miller Barber at Canterbury.
00:31:02:08

BOB PAPA:  Jay Haas with another really good look for birdie.  Missed one at 11.  Was too strong with his second into 10.
00:31:11:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He could get in one here, Bob.  Just kind of squeeze this one in.  Then really, any, you know, pars from here to the house will look pretty good.  Maybe catch one more at 16 or 17, uh, would be a great score to post.  I think this is a must for him if he wants to get it done today.  Got to--got to cash in on this six-footer.

00:31:36:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh. [chuckle] And just gets it in the edge. [clapping] He knew it, too.
00:31:39:23

BOB PAPA:  That gets Jay to 4 under, and now just a shot off the lead.

00:31:44:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And now Parel with a chance to tie the lead.
00:31:46:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Just coming down the slope.  It should move a little to the right.
00:31:54:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Just enough speed in these greens now that you've got to respect them.
00:31:59:18

BOB PAPA:  Tim Petrovic has a putt for birdie at 12.  He's still in the mix.

00:32:03:20

LANNY WADKINS:  He is.  And an excellent shot in here, right over the top of the flag.  This back down the slope, moving left-to-right.  And buries it. [clapping]
00:32:17:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now over to the 11th.  A birdie putt for Kent Jones.  A good roll there. [clapping]
00:32:24:07

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, he hasn't had a lot of good looks.  But that was, uh, one that the was able to take advantage of.  And much needed.

00:32:29:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Doing a good job of scoring today.

00:32:33:27

LANNY WADKINS:  This is a must-make for some many reasons.  Uh, not only to stay tied, but just, I think, for his confidence level.  Obviously, he's showing a little bit of nerves.  Because when you start having issues with distance and speed putting, it's usually nerves.

00:32:54:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, particularly when you're coming up short.  And that's going to be a double-bogey for Retief Goosen.  And it's looking like now, on this difficult golf course, Lanny, if one of these players at 3 or 4 under par could step up and play a little good golf on the way in, it's going to be theirs.

00:33:07:17

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And that's what I've liked for the last hour or so--I've really liked Jay Haas' position.  He's out in front.  But if he could--yeah, he's putting or bogey right here.  If he could post five from where he is right now, that would be sweet.

00:33:23:09

BOB PAPA:  Just sneaks it in the right edge.
00:33:26:16

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen can certainly use this birdie here after the double at 11.

00:33:31:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, really quick coming down the hill.  Played a 9-iron to this position.
00:33:37:14

MALE:  Yes. [cheers and clapping]
00:33:38:19

LANNY WADKINS:  How about that?

00:33:39:04

BOB PAPA:  That's Hall of Fame stuff, right there.

00:33:40:17

LANNY WADKINS:  That was.  That was beautiful.

00:33:44:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now at 15, Haas to remain within one.

00:33:52:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And a good putt, there. [clapping]
00:33:55:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now Petro--

00:33:57:13

BOB PAPA:  And Tim Petrovic has this birdie putt to take the lead.

00:34:01:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Did he have--

00:34:02:06

BOB PAPA:  Did he get it out left enough?

00:34:06:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  13 now, Goosen to regain the lead.

00:34:09:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  This would be some kind of story unfolding here.  He makes a double at 11.  Birdies 12 to tie the lead, and possibly here to take the lead.

00:34:19:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And he does. [clapping]
00:34:20:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And what a talking-to he had with himself, I'm sure, on the 12th.

00:34:24:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He never looks flustered.  But there has got to be more going on inside than what it looks like from the outside.  What a--what a comeback there, two consecutive birdies.
00:34:35:03

BOB PAPA:  Jay Haas for his birdie at 16 to pull within one.
00:34:44:04

LANNY WADKINS:  Nice four. [clapping] He just needs two good tee shots and two irons that he can attack the flags with coming in.

00:34:52:17

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen has that left for his par.
00:35:04:22

MALE:  Oh!
00:35:05:09

LANNY WADKINS:  That's a bad read because he--I think he hit it right where he was trying.

00:35:09:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Lanny, and I looked at the putt.  And I--you know, I've made so many mistakes at calling putts.  I read it the same way he did.  Just giving him fits around these greens, these subtle breaks around the hole.
00:35:20:17

LANNY WADKINS:  They are subtle.

00:35:22:22

BOB PAPA:  Up at 18 Steve Flesch has this putt for par.  Steve's had a good week.  Steve is in the field at the Barbasol next week in Kentucky.  A Kentucky native.  He's all fired up.  Going to start on the PGA Tour.  And [clapping] uses all of it.  And 1 over par 71, finishes at 1 over.
00:35:41:12

BOB PAPA:  Now back at 14, Scott Parel has this putt for birdie and then to join the leaders at 4-under.

00:35:50:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, there is a Leaderboard just to the left between here at 14.  He took a good long look at it, did Parel, and also, Goosen. [clapping]
00:36:02:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  All right.  Game on again for Parel.

00:36:11:06

BOB PAPA:  So a 67 for Jay Haas [clapping] matches the low round of the day with Kenny Perry.  Five birdies against two bogeys today.
00:36:21:26

LANNY WADKINS:  That's great playing.  Almost shot his age.

00:36:26:27

BOB PAPA:  And looking to join this group of multiple Champions at the Bridgestone Senior Players.  Bernhard Langer, the only three-time winner.  Arnold Palmer, Dave Stockton, and Raymond Floyd, the others to win the Bridgestone Senior Players more than once.
00:36:44:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Petrovic now at the 17th after that nice approach.  He's got a chance to take the lead.  He's been rolling it great.  Never quite gave that one enough.  So he'll walk to the 18th tee tied. [clapping]
00:37:07:15

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen playing his 4th shot from the back bunker.  And Lanny, we always talk about the South Africans and how good they are at bunker play.  He needs a good one here.

00:37:16:12

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he does.  And that's pretty good. [laugh] [clapping] Boy, he's got some talent out of the bunkers.  That was beautiful.  Made the great sound.  And everything looks like here--good right here.  He's got the angle set so he can create the speed.  He uses the bounce nicely.  Holds that face.  Just really well-played.  Textbook.

00:37:39:21

BOB PAPA:  Now, Petrovic with a lengthy birdie putt at 18.
00:37:43:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Up the slope in the beginning, then downhill from right here.  It should move to the right.  He's got some work left. [clapping]
00:37:57:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  So 180 uphill, hole cut back right.
00:38:02:20

LANNY WADKINS:  This is not an easy shot, not this far back on this hole. [club swing]
00:38:18:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A good-looking swing.

00:38:19:05

LANNY WADKINS:  That really was.

00:38:20:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Just left of the flag.  This could be really good, here.

00:38:22:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And he knew what he was doing after all. [chuckle]
00:38:24:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh] [clapping] So much for my thought there.  A beautiful shot there by Goosen.

00:38:30:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Parel needs something spectacular to happen here.  He needs an eagle and a birdie to tie now. [club swing]
00:38:36:18

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And that was a gap wedge.  Flights it nicely.  Came out of that lie.

00:38:42:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, it's got a chance.
00:38:44:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [laugh]
00:38:43:28

MALE:  Oh, yeah.
00:38:44:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yep. [clapping] Still alive.
00:38:47:23

LANNY WADKINS:  And take a look at the lie.  It's not great.  But he's only got a wedge.  That's the thing.  I mean, you hit driver up here.  You got wedge.  Hole location is back right.  You can land anywhere short of the hole, it chases.  And he did just that.

00:39:02:00

BOB PAPA:  Now back over to 18, Kent Jones.
00:39:12:02

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  Using it--some discretion, here.  Pitching out.  And just going to try to make birdie the really hard way. [club swing]
00:39:24:14

GOLFER:  Go.  Go, go, go, go, go.

00:39:32:29

LANNY WADKINS:  Did what he needed to.  Got it on the right side of the fairway, at least.

00:39:36:27

BOB PAPA:  He's got to hole that out to join Haas and Petrovic in the clubhouse already, posting 4 under.

00:39:42:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  At the 17th green now, Retief Goosen.  This to take the outright lead.
00:39:56:07

MALE:  In the hole.
00:39:57:01

MALE:  Get in! [cheers and clapping]
00:39:58:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  What a birdie by Retief Goosen.  Iron off the tee.  Plays a wonderful iron from 180 yards.  In here at the 17th.  And he has now taken a one-shot lead.
00:40:12:12

BOB PAPA:  Now, for any chance, Kent Jones has to hole this out for birdie from 144 yards out.
00:40:18:20

LANNY WADKINS:  And this hole [club swing] is all the way--hole location is all the way in the back left.

00:40:27:12

LANNY WADKINS:  And he took dead aim. [clapping] That's a great shot by Kent.  A really nice tournament for him.

00:40:34:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now Parel back to the 17th.  For any outside chance, must make this.

00:40:41:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  All right. [cup rattles] Birdie there. [clapping] He's going to need some help from Goosen.  And he's going to need to hole it out and make an eagle himself.
00:40:51:18

BOB PAPA:  Steve Stricker, four Top 10's in nine starts at Firestone South [club swing] at the WGC Bridgestone Invitational.  19 of his 36 rounds in the 60s.
00:41:05:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Good shot, there. [clapping]
00:41:07:12

BOB PAPA:  And he started birdie-birdie today.

00:41:08:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.

00:41:09:26

BOB PAPA:  We thought he was ready to make a charge and pick up that third major.

00:41:19:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Be interesting to see what club Goosen has.  He's been driving it here at 18.  And he is again today, Billy-Ray.

00:41:28:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And [laugh] after that last play, I was thinking, as he walked over from 17th green to 18 tee, I'm going, "Okay.  What kind of club is he going to play here?"  Sticks to his guns here and goes with driver.

00:41:38:25

LANNY WADKINS:  I--I mean, I like driver a lot more at 17 than I do here.

00:41:41:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [laugh] I do, too.

00:41:42:15

LANNY WADKINS:  I think I'd be leaning towards that 3-wood here at 18, you know.  And--and you can chase a, uh--for him, a 3-iron, or something, down there, about 270 or 80 down the hill.  He's got to just go ahead and pick out a target and pummel it.  Just let it go. [club swing]
00:42:02:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, he did.  It's a little left.  But I think it's carrying far enough.

00:42:11:23

MALE:  Good ball.
00:42:12:03

MALE:  Beautiful shot. [clapping] Beautiful.  Beautiful shot.
00:42:15:10

BOB PAPA:  Man, that is perfect for Retief Goosen.

00:42:17:15

LANNY WADKINS:  How about that drive, right there?  That--I mean, it's a great look here at 18 from behind.  Look at this thing.  This is just a ribbon down the fairway. And what a wonderful golf swing by Retief Goosen.  Really sets the club.  Very nice.  I want to see where it is at the top.  If he gets in trouble, he crosses the line slightly.  Not here.  That's perfect.  Club face dead square.  Driving off the right side.  And he is letting it go.  Look at his--look at his head and spine angle, stays right there.  Lets the club release out in front of him.  Textbook.

00:42:53:09

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen trying to become the 10th player to win the Senior Players in his debut in this event.  Conducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame.  Trying to pick up his first major here at the Bridgestone Senior Players. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:43:14:07

BOB PAPA:  Back at the Bridgestone Senior Players.  Just a moment ago, Steve Stricker, a disappointing day, has this putt for birdie at 18.

00:43:24:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, that was nice and bold. [clapping] That's what he's been looking for all day.
00:43:31:10

BOB PAPA:  So Steve Stricker 2 over par 72.  He will not join Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus, and Bernhard Langer winning a third major so far this year.  Now, Jones, an important par putt for him.  24th in the Schwab Cup Standings.  Can't save par.  So then he'll lose a shot and fall back into a tie for 4th. [clapping]
00:43:56:12

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah. But still a really good tournament there for Kent Jones.

00:44:00:23

BOB PAPA:  71 for Kent Jones.  Now, Retief Goosen going, through the numbers right now.  He's got a one-shot lead.  With the win,  Retief Goosen wins his first Major on the PGA Tour Champions in his rookie season, plus, pockets $420,000.  He will earn a five-year exemption to the Mitsubishi Electric Champion at Hualalai.  And Retief Goosen will also earn a spot in the 2020 Players.  You know, it's been since 2011 when the PGA Tour Champions player has made the cut at the Players.  And that was, uh, Mark O'Meara.  And I was a little surprised that Vijay Singh, who is very familiar, obviously, with that, and who has contended in some PGA Tour events.  But Retief's got the game where you know he can make the cut.

00:44:46:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, yes, he does.  I'm surprised Bernhard Langer never did, as well.  I mean, he's posted really nice scores at Augusta several times.  And I felt that would have been right up his alley playing there.
00:45:06:10

BOB PAPA:  Well, it's got to be a lot of disappointment here for Scott Parel.  He had gotten into a share of the lead with that birdie at 14.  And then a wild tee shot, Lanny, at the par-3 15th.  And then an errant tee shot at 16.  A risky second play.  This is the second time that he's had a lead going into the final round this year not able to close it out.

00:45:24:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, I--I think the shot at--at 15, [club swing] he's not really made a--an excellent swing since.

00:45:31:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And that was from 157 yards, taking a direct line. [clapping]

00:45:37:13

BOB PAPA:  Just trickles off the back edge.
00:45:40:02

BOB PAPA:  All right.  What's the strategy here, uh, Lanny, for Retief Goosen?
00:45:44:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Billy-Ray, he's got the--you said around 130.  So he's probably got a hard pitching wedge.  I think you've just got to go ahead and take dead aim, don't you?
00:45:51:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  I--I certainly, um, think that's the play here, even though he has to take it up and over that tree.  He's got 135.  Still a scary shot.  Even if you take a direct line at the flag, even with a pitching wedge.

00:46:03:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, uh, but if he plays out short into the side of the green, that is no guarantee on a two-putt for anybody.  I don't care how good you putt.

00:46:10:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I would agree.

00:46:11:13

LANNY WADKINS:  He's set up straight at the flag, Billy-Ray.

00:46:15:26

BOB PAPA:  Tim Petrovic had a great two-putt for par. [club swing]
00:46:24:10

MALE:  Sit.  Sit.  Sit.
00:46:25:16

BOB PAPA:  Right at and it sits. [cheers and clapping]
00:46:26:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh] Fantastic.
00:46:33:26

BOB PAPA:  Well, it's time for our Shots of the Tournament, brought to you by Bridgestone.  Retief Goosen elected to use iron off the tee at 17.  That left him 180 yards. [club swing] But, Lanny, hitting a perfect iron in.

00:46:46:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he really did.  It was very reminiscent of the shot he hit with an iron at the final hole in Madison [clapping] in there and missed the putt that would have won him that tournament.  But he makes it here.  And what a great putt.  This is a beautiful putting stroke, complete release.  No problem. [clapping]
00:47:04:19

BOB PAPA:  And that gave Goosen the outright lead. [cheers and clapping]
00:47:08:15

LANNY WADKINS:  How about the two swings he made here at 18?  That's--I mean, he saved his best for last, right there. [clapping and whistling]
00:47:19:05

BOB PAPA:  Retief Goosen turned 50 this year, joining the PGA Tour Champions. [clapping] He's had a couple of chances to win, including the American Family Insurance Championship.  Beaten in that playoff with Jerry Kelly.  But, you know, after shooting that 62 on Friday, wobbled yesterday, shooting that 75.  But was only a shot off the lead.  And boy, he went through some hardships today.  It's not often that you can close things out when you've got a double on your scorecard.  But he made the birdies when he had to.

00:47:50:01

LANNY WADKINS:  He really did.  The bad start at 1, but came back with two great shots for eagle at 2 and, uh, has played pretty solid the majority of the day today.  Outstanding here at the end.

00:48:00:04

BOB PAPA:  And after that double at 11, bounced back with birdies at 12 and 13.  Made a bogey at 14.  Um, didn't take advantage at 16.  Hit a, you know, tee shot in there at 15 that was pretty good.  Didn't make the putt.  But then he took care of business at 17.
00:48:41:08

BOB PAPA:  And what a setting to do it, too.  Right?

00:48:42:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh.  It's just--
00:48:43:17

BOB PAPA:  At the Firestone Country Club, the South Course.

00:48:45:21

LANNY WADKINS:  --an amazing golf course.  Wonderful finish.  I mean, you got all kinds of excitement coming down the stretch.  Holes you can make birdie on.  But they can just destroy your round, too, as we've seen, for some of these players.  Just a world-class, great venue.  The Champions Tour is very fortunate to be playing here.

00:49:05:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Now for this putt from Parel now.  A big swing from left to right.  A big-time learning experience today for Scott Parel. [clapping] A lot of these players here played Firestone South for the first time, Lanny.

00:49:22:12

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah, Billy-Ray.  That's exactly right.  They're--you know, a lot of players like, you know, you take Goosen, Stricker, some of the guys who have been really accomplished players, have played here a number of times.  But, uh, probably been a wonderful experience for a lot of people to come see this great venue.

00:49:37:01

BOB PAPA:  A disappointing day for Scott.  A 3-over-par 73.  And now Retief Goosen.

00:49:44:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Billy-Ray, first time I've seen him get a little excited.  Uh, he--he was walking faster up to that green than I've ever seen Retief walk.

00:49:51:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You know, a 135-yard wedge.  You find the green.  You know you need par to win a tournament.  But, uh, still in doubt.  Any time you're at Firestone, it doesn't matter.  It always challenges the player.
00:50:04:01

BOB PAPA:  This will be the 17th time a member of the World Golf Hall of Fame has won the Bridgestone Senior Players.  Retief Goosen about to add his name to that illustrious list.
00:50:21:28

BOB PAPA:  Finishes in style with a birdie. [cheers and clapping] And Retief Goosen, the newly-minted World Golf Hall-of-Famer, has won his first Major on the PGA Tour Champions.  He's the Bridgestone Senior Players Champion.
00:50:44:24

BOB PAPA:  And with the win, Retief Goosen picks up $420,000.  And he's moved into 8th place in the season-long race for the Charles Schwab Cup.  Scott McCarron keeps his lead. [music]
00:51:02:03

BOB PAPA:  Well, Retief Goosen had to fight through adversity.  But in the end, he birdied 17 to take the lead outright.  And the little cherry on top of the ice cream with the birdie at 18 to finish at 6 under par, [clapping] and a two-shot victory.  For our entire crew, I'm Bob Papa saying so long from Firestone Country Club. [cheers and clapping] Retief Goosen the winner of the Bridgestone Senior Players.
00:52:08:01
End of Recording
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