WEB.COM TOUR – BMW CHARITY PRO-AM

00:00:31:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Falls Park in the historic west end part of the city, one of the great treasures of Greenville.  And it's a place where people gather to work, play, and celebrate life.  One of the great, uh, places to visit when you're in Greenville.  And make your way down the road to the Thornblade Club.  28th edition of the BMW Charity Pro-Am.  This is the 15th official event of the 2019 Web.com Tour Season.  Twenty-four regular-season events, three Finals.  So about two-thirds of the way through the regular season, as the race to win those 25 PGA Tour Cards continues here in the upstate of South Carolina.  Thursday just past high noon on the East Coast.  That's gonna be a forecast we're gonna see for the next few days.  Temperatures in the mid-70's.  Chance of rain and showers.  We'll keep our fingers crossed that we'll be able to duck some of the heavier stuff and get some play in over the next four days, or so.  But it is a celebrity Pro-Am.  A lot of fun.  Two golf courses in play, Thornblade Club and the Cliffs Valley.  The third and final rounds played here at the Thornblade Club, the host course for the BMW Charity Pro-Am.  A 36-hole cut for the ten low amateur teams.  And six low celebrity teams.  They advance and wrap it up on Saturday.  Sunday's final round strictly for the professionals.
00:01:52:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And one of the guys we're gonna be watching a lot of this afternoon, 2016 NFL Hall-of-Fame inductee Brett Favre.  Steve Burkowski and Craig Perks with us.  So glad you could join us.  Tripp Isenhour, the 2003 BMW Charity Pro-Am Champion, calling the action.  Gary Christian down on the golf course.  As we go out to the action at 14, this is Vince Covello.  This for par.  Currently a co-leader at 7 under.
00:02:24:04

CRAIG PERKS:  There he's looking for his eighth birdie today.  Winner earlier in the year at the Chitimacha Louisiana Open.  36-year-old.  Actually, the oldest player to win on the Web.com Tour this season.  It's a young man's game, for sure, out here.
00:02:43:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A lot of good scores here, as we see each and every year in South Carolina.
00:02:47:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, both courses served as two of the four easiest courses on the Web.com Tour last year.  This Thornblade Club, the scoring average for the week, 67.98.  This par 71.  So effectively 3 under par.  And that's the mentality.  You've got to go out there and--you know, the par 5s are reachable.  There's a lot of driver/wedge par 4s.  So you certainly have to play aggressively.
00:03:10:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That bogey drops Covello out of the top spot.  So Chris Baker, who flirted with 59 a week ago on the Web.com Tour, has a one-sheet over Maverick McNealy, Brett Drewitt.  You see Covello, Michael Arnaud, who flirted with 59 a year ago here in South Carolina.  So to your point, Craig, you better get out of the gates quickly and don't look back, because you'll get passed, uh, rather easily.
00:03:32:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Michael Arnaud shot 27 under par.  He did win by 5 shots.  But, uh, a couple of 9-hole performances out here that were quite remarkable, a 27 and a 28.  So it was, uh--it was pretty spectacular.
00:03:48:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 14, Brad Fritsch has this for birdie.
00:03:51:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It's been a real struggle this year for Brad.  148th in the points list.  He's only made three cuts.  But has found something here in South Carolina.  He kind of has plenty of Tour experience.
00:04:08:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  He's bounced around--

00:04:09:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Mm-hmm.
00:04:09:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --from the Web.com Tour to the PGA Tour, to having no status.
00:04:13:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And here we are at the 15th.  Vince Covello drove it in trouble.  So he had to pitch out to here.  This par 5 is all about the tee shot.  If you can challenge the trees down the left-hand side off the tee, you can get there in two shots.  Most everyone in the field can. [club swing]
00:04:33:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And Covello birdied the two par 5s on the front.  And, well, that is well done, there.  He's controlling flight and spin.
00:04:44:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And now at 13, George Cunningham with his second.  Again, a nicely-placed tee shot. [club swing]
00:04:54:03

TRIPP ISENHOUR: [ball thunk] And while his playing partner's was far from perfect, that one is very nice.  That's gonna set up an easy look at birdie.
00:05:01:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  We jump ahead to the 15th.  And Steve Wheatcroft, a guy that's won on this Tour, and a lot of Tour experience, this for birdie.
00:05:16:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And that's what you're supposed to do on par 5s, especially here at Thornblade.  And these par 5s are gettable.  And he's got another one right in front of him.
00:05:23:22

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we saw the third shot, a very nice third shot of Vince Covello, leaving a putt that, well, as a pro, you--these are the ones that have all the pressure on them, because it's dead-straight.  You should not ever miss one of these [chuckle] that doesn't have any break in it.  And it's, uh--I'm gonna go ahead and give it to him.  I'm just gonna give it to him.
00:05:49:10

CRAIG PERKS: All right.  Well--
00:05:49:26

TRIPP ISENHOUR: Yep.
00:05:50:01

CRAIG PERKS: That's nice of you.
00:05:51:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I'm putting it--it's a 4.  He can--he can mark down a 4.  Steve Wheatcroft, his marker to put a 4 down.
00:05:55:05

CRAIG PERKS: Okay.  Yep.
00:06:01:07

CRAIG PERKS: Well, he should have confidence--

00:06:00:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  He's got his name on his bag.  Of course.
00:06:03:20

CRAIG PERKS:  He should have confidence in his putting.  He's 8th on the Points List for the--talked about a victory, and, hey, he finished 4th a couple of weeks ago in--just outside of Chicago.
00:06:11:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI: Over at 10 now, a bit a challenging third here for Rottluff.
00:06:14:29

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  He's got some green with which to work.  But again, straight downhill, coming out of that Bermuda rough.  And flag--

00:06:21:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Helped a lot.
00:06:21:14

CRAIG PERKS: --that assisted there.  Yes.
00:06:23:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A big-time assist for Rottluff.  Probably good to escape with par on his opening hole here on a Thursday afternoon here in South Caroline.
00:06:30:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ahead at 16, second for Vince Covello.  Back-to-back par 5s on the back nine at Thornblade Club, 15 and 16.  Better take advantage of them coming in.
00:06:41:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Back-left hole location. [club swing] You just cannot miss it left.  A gaping bunker protects the left-hand front of this green. [ball thunk] Oh, what a golf shot.
00:06:57:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we are at the 9th.  Derek Ernst, a former winner of the Wells Fargo on the PGA Tour, coming off two straight missed cuts.  And well, [clapping] now, that's another 2 that he puts on his scorecard on the front nine.  And a solid start for Derek Ernst.  Things might be just turning around for him.
00:07:19:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  A great second shot a few moments ago by Vince Covello.  This for eagle and the outright lead.

00:07:24:06

CRAIG PERKS:  And a great opportunity.  Just sliding right late.  Oh, that's just 9 under.
00:07:30:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Making it look easy.
00:07:31:25

CRAIG PERKS:  [Chuckle] Sure.
00:07:37:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we are back.  Uh, this is Greyserman putting for birdie.
00:07:42:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  At 15, and he rolls that one in.
00:07:44:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yes, sir.  And he, uh, birdied the 2nd hole and eagles the 5th, the other two par 5s he's played.  So 4 under on the par 5s.  That's very respectable.
00:08:05:15

CRAIG PERKS:  You know, even Maverick McNealy said, "I have--I have the whole day to--to ply my trade.  But you--you nearly get paralyzed because you see how great these guys are.  And how am I going from where I am today to get to that next level?"  I just think that what--what Robbie's done now to win at every level, from Junior, to College, and then through the--the professional ranks, is really gonna hold him in a--in a tremendous position.
00:08:31:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now at 18, Steve LeBrun, this for after the second birdie at this hole all day long.
00:08:38:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, a chance to shoot 5-under 66.  28th in the Points List.  He began--he just got off to such a great start this year.  He came in 2nd in Exuma.  Best finish since was 12th about three weeks later.  But one that will require all your attention here.  And if you die it in there, maybe a ball out on the right.  If you give it some speed, you'd better hit the center of the hole.
00:09:11:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Like that?
00:09:13:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A great round for Steve LeBrun to get things going on a Thursday in South Carolina. [clapping] A 5-under 66 at Thornblade Club.  Three more rounds like that will get himself in the mix come Sunday.
00:09:25:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Shelton at 12.
00:09:27:17

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Straight back up the hill.
00:09:33:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A birdie for Robbie.  That moves him to 1 under through three holes here in his opening round.
00:09:40:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to the green at 16.  Let's see if Tim Wilkinson can roll this one in for a birdie.  What continues to drive him at this point of his career?
00:09:54:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I just think that the--the belief that--that--that he can compete at the next level.  It's just getting back there.  He has this competitive desire.  And I--I think you're always motivated by living up to your own potential.  You know, on--once you get to a certain level, there are other forces, you know, put on.  You know, he's got a young family now, a wife, married, and everything like that.  But I just think he's--he's a--he's diligent at his craft.
00:10:22:18

MALE:  Lovely. [cup rattles]
00:10:23:12

CRAIG PERKS:  And, uh, he's not gonna overpower a golf course.  But he plays to his strengths.  And I--I just--I just think he--he believes, deep down, that he--he is good enough to be a PGA Tour player.  It's just a matter of getting back there.  Sometimes that's the toughest thing.
00:10:36:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  First birdie of the day for Tim.  He gets to 1 under.
00:10:41:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back a couple at 14, Matt Atkins, this for birdie.  One of those that graduated off this Tour a couple of years ago, struggled on the PGA Tour last season.  And like Marty [Doh] trying to learn something and get back out there.
00:10:56:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI: [Music] Low scores the story of the opening round of the BMW Charity Pro-Am, as our opening round coverage coming to a close here.
00:11:04:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A lot of fun in the Palmetto State on a Thursday afternoon.  So glad you could join us.  For the entire crew, I'm Steve Burkowski saying so long from South Carolina. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:11:21:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Friday has been a challenging one.  The meteorologists were correct with their predictions.  A lot of rain falling overnight into the early morning.  More than an inch-and-a-half of precipitation on this golf course during Friday.  And you can see through that time lapse.  It wasn't a pretty sight.  But kudos to all those on the grounds crew who were monitoring that radar and trying to get this golf course in playable shape.  And even those fellows don't want to be out there during Friday.  But lo and behold, the sun came out.  We see some blue skies and golf resuming for the second round of BMW Charity Pro-Am.
00:12:01:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ben Martin over at Cliffs Valley, he's got a few holes under his belt.  He's 9 under.  He hasn't playing in five months, battling a back injury.  So this a rehab start as he looks to get back out full time on the PGA Tour.  Rhein Gibson, a nice start.  A couple of birdies in the early going.  He is one of the trio at 8 under par, just a shot back.
00:12:22:20

CRAIG PERKS:  You really do have to give kudos to Randy Long, the Superintendent, who is the only Superintendent that Thornblade Club has ever had, and his staff, to--to get this golf course playable.  You talked, what?  An inch-and-a-half?  And the--the--the--the saddening thing to me is, this golf course was prime yesterday.  We saw how firm and fast it was.  That's certainly how Randy Long wanted it to play.  And then now inundated with all the rain.  But this--this game, guys, it's all about making adjustments on the fly.  And you've got to now probably be a little bit more aggressive, Tripp and get after these flags.  And with these bent-grass greens, with an inch-and-a-half of rain, now it's all about controlling trajectory and spin.
00:13:02:23

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Exactly right.  And the--the tough thing is, you just never know exactly how they're gonna putt until you get out here.  Sometimes the putting green is--is different than the actual greens that you're gonna be putting.  But Brad Hopfinger has an eagle look here, a good eagle look.
00:13:17:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, the good thing we saw, um, on--coming onto the show here, that time lapse, we saw the guys, the Superintendent and his staff, out there mowing the greens and preparing the golf course.  So it's not like the greens--it was so wet that they weren't able to get out there and get this golf course as manicured as well as possible.
00:13:35:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And only one Top Ten for Brad this season.  Probably the reason why he sits at 65th in points.  And, well, that's getting things going the right direction.  That's how you rebound from a bogey on the previous hole.  The ultimate bounce-back.  We had five eagles yesterday, uh, through 5.
00:13:53:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  At 14, Oscar Fraustro, 96th on the Points List.  This for birdie at a par 4 to get to 4 under.
00:14:02:06

CRAIG PERKS:  A good spot to be putting, straight up the hill.  And he's adjusted to the speed of the greens nicely.  We saw some guys yesterday from that position come up short.
00:14:14:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 12, Andy Zhang, 2 under.  This to save his par and stay there.  112th on the Points List so far this season for Andy.  He left the University of Florida early, turned professional, got some Web.com Tour status.  And now at this point of the season, needs to put the foot on the gas pedal and try to at least get inside that Top 75.
00:14:35:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  That's the key for him now that he's so far removed from the 25.  The Top 75 will get you into those three finals events and give you a chance to get your PGA Tour Card that way.
00:14:49:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we're back at the 5th hole.  Dan McCarthy, sitting at 15th in Points.  So now a crucial week for him.  He's already won this year in Savannah.  And well, there you go. [clapping] That's taking care of the par 5s.  The 2nd and the 5th holes, everybody in the field can get there.  And the 5th hole is the second-easiest hole on the golf course, so.
00:15:11:22

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, take a little closer look at the Thornblade Club.  Twelfth year that this tournament has been in the rotation.  Tom Fazio built this golf course in 1990.  A little over 7,000 yards.  And Michael Arnaud, Rod--uh, Roland Thatcher, both shot the course record, 60.  Michael Arnaud actually, back there, in 2018, was that last year.
00:15:37:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  It was the second round, on Friday.
00:15:39:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Second round.  Was 9 under through his first seven holes.  So he was flying.  Went out in 27.  But, uh, unable to get it done.  And as I mentioned, Randy Long, the only Superintendent this golf course has ever had.
00:15:51:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Michael Johnson, now, his second at 6.
00:15:58:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, that shot made easier, just as I mentioned, level--same level of the green.  Pitching from the down slope.  Get all the weight on the left side, and a lot of green with which to work.
00:16:10:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 12, T.J. Vogel, this for birdie.  Move him to 7 under, a couple of shots off the lead.  He was a Monday qualifying machine a year ago on the [chuckle] PGA Tour.  Reminiscent of what Patrick Reed did about five or six years ago.  The big difference is, Vogel didn't make the most of those opportunities once he got into the field.  But it shows something--
00:16:34:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes, it does.

00:16:34:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --when you got 18 holes and you got to go really low.

00:16:37:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes.  Yes, it does.  You've certainly got to have the right mentality in those Monday qualifiers.

00:16:47:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Now we are at the 5th.  And Gary Christian is down with this group.  And Gary, what has Rhein Gibson got?

00:16:59:28

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, he's just about where Dan McCarthy hit his bunker shot from but where he raked it.  And the ball's actually sitting up nicely.  So pop this out, six feet on, let it run down.  It should be a fairly simple shot. [club swing]

00:17:17:07

MALE:  There you go, Rhein.  Go in.  Go in.  Go in.
00:17:18:09

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, you called it.  It's pretty simple.  And that sand can get kind of muddy. [clapping] You can hear that.  Normally, you see a bigger splash than that.  So that's well done.  Going to be tough to spin it when the sand's this wet.

00:17:29:24

MALE:  Get any closer than that.
00:17:32:13

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And back at the 5th.  Rhein Gibson with a good look at birdie, Gary.

00:17:35:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And straight back up the hill. [cup rattles] [clapping]
00:17:44:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And that's what you're supposed to do.  As I said, that's, uh, taking care of those two easy par 5s.
00:17:54:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Ahead to 6, the par-3, tee shot for Callum Tarren, 70th on the Points List. [club swing]
00:18:00:20

CRAIG PERKS:  And if he gets 182 yards down the hill, might even be an 8-iron for the Englishman. [ball thunk] Oh, there you go.

00:18:12:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That's where the rain can help.

00:18:13:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Absolutely.

00:18:14:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Target practice.

00:18:15:22

CRAIG PERKS:  It is throwing darts.
00:18:17:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Let's go over to the other golf course this week.  The Cliffs Valley, Ben Martin, over at 16.  His opening nine, this to save par, and quickly moving after that one.  So a dropped shot for Ben Martin.  Even on the day after shooting 8-under 63 here at Thornblade on Thursday.
00:18:37:29

CRAIG PERKS:  That's his--Thornblade is his home course.

00:18:41:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Local knowledge never hurts.

00:18:42:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.  Take a little closer look at the Cliffs Valleys.  Course architect, Ben Right, 1995.  A little bit different, because it's Bermuda grass in the fairways and rough.  But also, the greens are Bermuda, where at Thornblade, they are bent.  And you see the course record, three times, all last year.  Um, you know, a different golf course it's--it's a little bit more undulating.  And I think that, uh, it's a beautiful spot out there, no question about it.  And Tripp, you've, uh--when you've won out here.
00:19:13:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I did.

00:19:15:11

CRAIG PERKS:  You won at this golf course.

00:19:15:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  This one.  And we played at, uh, Cliffs at Lake Keowee, as well.  That was a, um--a great venue for this tournament for many, many years.  Got a little special place in my heart, that's for sure.

00:19:27:16

CRAIG PERKS:  No question.  A beautiful piece of property.

00:19:32:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over at Thornblade, Dan McCarthy, this for birdie at the 6th to get to 4 under.

00:19:38:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  4 under on his round.  So after that even par round yesterday, he was in 105th spot.  And currently in--tied for 32nd.
00:19:49:17

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we're watching Brad Hopfinger putt for birdie.  Good look for birdie.  Not much break in this putt at all.  After that great save on the previous hole, [cup rattles] he is 4 under on his round today. So--excuse me, 3 under on his round today.  Well done, Mr. Hopfinger.

00:20:09:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 6, Harrington, after taking the drop.  This his third.

00:20:13:18

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And very little green to work with here.  Just about 12 or 15 feet.  Fortunately, a little soft at the bank makes that a little easier. [club swing]
00:20:25:09

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And that's really, really well done.

00:20:27:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  That's the right play, Gary.  You don't want to compound the errors and try and get too fancy there, and leave--leave it halfway up the hill.  And that was very well-executed.

00:20:39:13

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And another good spot to putt from.  Michael Johnson, we saw the second shot.  And all pars to this point. [cup rattles] Well, now we're in red numbers.  A talented young man out of Auburn.  Got a lot of potential.  Love to see him start developing it.

00:20:57:24

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we go to the Cliffs Valley.  This is the 534-yard par 5.  One of the easiest holes on the golf course.  It is reachable.  But this is his birdie putt, coming off back-to-back bogeys.  Probably a little steam coming out of his ears when he didn't make a 5 there at 17. [club swing]
00:21:22:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Second at the 8th, going away for Hopfinger.

00:21:25:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Ball above your feet to help it turn from right-to-left to that hole location.  This is--this is really one of the strongest holes at Thornblade.  Really framed so beautifully with that penalty error meandering the left-hand side from the elevated tee.  Played over par in Round 1.
00:21:45:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 14, T.J. Vogel, his second.  He's 6 under, three back. [club swing]
00:21:50:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Just be careful coming out of the Bermuda rough with that left hole location.  Try and control the distance.  And did it magnificently.  Now, down the righthand side is key there, because you have such a great angle.

00:22:03:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Gary Christian is watching Scott Hamil--Scott Harrington, excuse me, putting on a very similar line.

00:22:11:06

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, I'm sure somewhere around the world getting bitten by fire ants lucky.  So maybe this will be it for Scott.  As you say, a very, very similar line.
00:22:19:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I've known being bitten by a fire ant to be lucky, Gary.  I consider that unlucky.  But a birdie would be lucky here.

00:22:27:07

CRAIG PERKS:  That's an Englander's perspective.

00:22:30:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  See?  A birdie.  Maybe it is good luck, Gary. [chuckle] But I'm not going to get by--bit by fire ants, though, to prove your point.

00:22:38:05

GARY CHRISTIAN:  [Chuckle]
00:22:39:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over at Cliffs Valley, Ben Martin, a long birdie putt.
00:22:45:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  We saw this putt yesterday.  So it's slow, straight up the hill.
00:22:55:21

CRAIG PERKS:  And those greens have really a remarkable turnaround.  They have dried out.  And like you mentioned, this area's been in a drought.  So probably thankful to get the rain.  We just didn't want it this week. [cup rattles]
00:23:10:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And you said we saw this putt a lot on Thursday.  Hole locations are the same the first two days--

00:23:14:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Same, yeah.

00:23:15:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --as both the amateurs and the professionals get a look at Cliffs Valley.  And back over here at Thornblade, uh--blade Club, as we pick up Oscar Fraustro, his second here at 18.  And we know from yesterday, don't miss it left.

00:23:28:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Don't miss it [club swing] left.  But it is a front-left hole location.  This hole, 491 yards on the scorecard.  And that is a fortuitous bounce, back down the slope.
00:23:41:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He missed it a little bit left.

00:23:43:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it--it's a fortunate break to come back down the hole.  But that is a extremely fast putt down the hill with some movement.

00:23:52:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we'll go to the other side of the golf course, finishing the front nine, Michael Johnson, this to keep the momentum going from that, uh, birdie. [clapping] So he's under par for the day.  And things going in the right direction.  A nice save there for Michael Johnson.  Steve Marino making some noise, as is Rhein Gibson on the front nine. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:24:24:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at the 8th, there is the hole location, front left.  A little bit of a breeze picking up as this day moves along.  We go back to the fairway.  Scott Harrington getting ready to go.

00:24:33:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And hits downwind.  He's got 164.  And he's got a 9-iron.  So with the front flag, and he's certainly going to get all of this.
00:24:43:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Sometimes when you hit short irons high, they have a tendency to go left.  That's what he's fighting. [club swing]
00:24:55:06

CRAIG PERKS:  That's nicely done, uh, right of the flag, smart utilizing the slope.  Got it hole high.  Did a lot of things well on that one, Gary.

00:25:02:13

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  It's a nice little green, isn't it?  There's a little bowl on this left side.  So you can certainly work it in from right to left.

00:25:09:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Let's go back over to Cliffs Valley, Tripp.

00:25:11:00

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And the first hole, just 374 yards.  The easiest par 4 on the golf course in Round number 1 at the Cliffs.  Just a 3-wood and a sand wedge, L-wedge.  Tight distance.  And boy, he's going to be disappointed there.  That was a green light situation.
00:25:33:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over here at Thornblade Club.  Harrington for birdie at 8.

00:25:38:11

GARY CHRISTIAN:  There is a very gentle downhill rolls.  Just getting it online and just let it feed in.  Nice to make back-to-backs. [cup rattles]
00:25:48:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Good--good call there, too, Gary.  Especially coming off the double-bogey at the par 3, to back that up with those two birdies.
00:25:57:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over at the Cliffs Valley.  Ben Martin on the first hole, just off the green.  This for birdie and a share of the lead.

00:26:05:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he was always known as a great putter.  How is it going to react coming through the fringe?  It did roll nicely.

00:26:11:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, very nice.
00:26:12:13

CRAIG PERKS:  There you go. [clapping]
00:26:14:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Right on cue.  Ben Martin back to 9 under par.  Now three tied at the top, alongside Rhein Gibson and Steve Marino.
00:26:23:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it must be nice to make a rehab start, and basically, the first competitive round since January, you play at your home golf course.
00:26:32:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over at Thornblade Club, Brad Hopfinger, a short birdie putt to move to 5 under.  And he rolls that one in.  So we're starting to see the players adjust a little bit to the speeds of the green after the rain we've had.
00:26:47:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Dan McCarthy getting ready for his second at the par 4.

00:26:52:11

CRAIG PERKS:  And a second shot that plays [club swing] up the hill.  And it was really great to see Dan win this year at Savannah.  Remember, three years ago, he won four times up in Canada.  Excellent shot using the back stop there.  But was stored in his performance the following year, where he had some wrist injury and surgery.
00:27:13:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over at Cliffs Valley.  This is Blane Barber.  This for birdie at the 2nd, to get him to 6 under.

00:27:21:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It's a good par 3 here.  He got it hole high.  A guy that's played on the Tour the last four years. [clapping] And hoping to make a quick return there.
00:27:32:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A former Auburn Tiger making a move up the Leaderboard.  The Cliffs Valley and Thornblade Club.

Back at the 10th, Callum Tarren, another short birdie putt.

00:27:42:24

CRAIG PERKS:  And this to get 5 under on the day. [cup rattles] [clapping] His last 19 holes, he's 9 under par.
00:27:52:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Putt on the way for Steve Marino--
00:27:53:20

CRAIG PERKS:  It's got to go right.

00:27:54:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --at 8 for birdie. [clapping]
00:27:56:21

CRAIG PERKS: Yeah.  There you go.

00:27:57:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  How about right in the middle?
00:27:59:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Tripped that in the front edge.

00:28:01:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Steve Marino, 5 under through his first eight holes here on the second round.  He's now 10 under.  And he's now your sole leader.

00:28:08:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Jumping right to the top of the Leaderboard.

00:28:11:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, a jump man, low guy.

00:28:13:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Keegan Bradley was playing--played well up in Canada last, uh, yesterday.  He was leading.

00:28:20:16

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Callum Tarren, here he is with another good look at birdie, and--

00:28:25:03

FEMALE:  Whoo hoo hoo.  Sending.
00:28:32:19

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, let's see if Blayne Barber can follow up that nice second shot with a birdie.  It should move to his right, putting up the hill, just ever so slightly.  So he can be aggressive.  And there we go.  Right in the middle. [clapping]  And Blayne Barber catching fire over at the Cliffs.

00:28:52:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back over here at the host course, Thorndale, uh, Thornblade Club, Michael Johnson, his third of 12, just off the green.

00:29:01:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Which showed some great touch around the greens here.  Hasn't missed a lot of greens.  Hit some excellent pitch shots, and--

00:29:05:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh. [cheers and clapping]
00:29:06:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, there you go.

00:29:07:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Right on cue for the second time today, Craig Perks.

00:29:11:12

CRAIG PERKS:  How does that happen?

00:29:12:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Blind luck.
00:29:13:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Yes, it is.

00:29:14:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Broken clock's right twice a day, my friend.

00:29:16:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Thank you.
00:29:18:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Laugh] Marino now the leader, 10 under in South Carolina.

00:29:24:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 12, Gibson, his second.
00:29:26:27

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Just 130 yards here. [club swing] Downwind.  Uh, I don't think he had a gap wedge there.  It's a good-looking line, though. [ball thunk]
00:29:36:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  You don't see too many left of the flag.  That's a good spot, Gary.  Now putting back up the hill.

00:29:42:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Gibson has been aggressive all day long, taking advantage of his game being on form, the softer conditions, as we're running out of our allotted broadcast window, what are some of the storylines and names sticking out to you here on Friday?
00:29:55:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, Steve Marino's 39.  Rhein Gibson's 33.  Uh, you know, those guys, obviously, a lot of experience playing professional golf.  And Ben Martin is a member at Thornblade. So coming back after a back injury, entering to see how this weekend's going to pan out. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:30:23:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It's Championship Sunday in South Carolina.  The Web.com Tour in Greer for the BMW Charity Pro-Am. This tournament now shortened to 54 holes.  So all players with their foot on the gas pedal looking to win a Championship.  Steve Burkowski and Craig Perks with you.  Some highlights from earlier in the day.  And we pick up Rhein Gibson, this for eagle at 5.
00:30:44:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Began the day one back.  And that eagle got him to 3 under [clapping] through his first five holes, off to a flyer.

00:30:51:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That would move him to 16 under.  Michael Miller, the leader after 36 holes, for birdie at 5.

00:30:57:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah. [clapping] Certainly never been in this position for the 27-year-old.
00:31:02:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Looking for back-to-back birdies here at 6.

00:31:04:19

CRAIG PERKS:  And certainly showing some composure.  That's--he's putted beautifully.  That's what he did in the second round when shot 63, continuing in this final round.

00:31:14:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Christopher Ventura playing alongside Miller in that final pairing.  This for birdie at 6 to get to 16 under.

00:31:19:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Just the second start of the year.  Made a bogey early.  Then that would be for three consecutive birdies.

00:31:25:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Rhein Gibson continuing to roll right along.  This for birdie at 10.

00:31:30:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Incredible run he's on right now.  He's played 42 straight holes without a bogey. [clapping] And in that stretch he's 18 under par.

00:31:37:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  6 under on the day, 19 under, overall.  Leads by two, as they're playing the back nine here at Thornblade Club.  Gibson looking to break through on the Web.com Tour.  Others looking for their first win, as well. [music]
00:31:53:29

CRAIG PERKS:  If you finish in the top 25 at the end of the regular season, you are awarded a PGA Tour Card.  It's--if you finish inside the Top 75, you get a chance to play the three Finals events for an opportunity to play the Tour.
00:32:07:20

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, Craig, you--you mentioned that you've been impressed with, um, Michael Miller in this situation.  I have been, too.  I mean, bogey-free on this golf course in that situation, having not been here before, that'll--whether he wins or comes away--you know, he's going to come away with a lot of confidence going forward that he can do this, and know that the next time he gets in contention, he'll be able to handle it well, and--and possibly win.

00:32:31:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  You think--you're always--I'm always intrigued by, uh--it's experience.  He just played nine events on this Tour prior to this season.  This is his 13th start.  But he--I mentioned it earlier.  He looks remarkably composed.
00:32:45:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And this should go just a little bit to his right.  And it goes right in.  And, well, now, we're putting some pressure on Rhein Gibson.  You got par 5s coming up that they can get to if they hit it in the fairway.  So we got a lot of exciting golf straight ahead.

00:33:05:05

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  All right.  Maverick McNeely.  And before he lines up his eagle, Randolph tapped in his birdie.  So that's going to get him to 15 under.
00:33:17:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Hey, Tripp, I read an interesting article earlier this week about, uh, Maverick.  He's taking the car into the shop and he's going to completely rebuild his golf swing, starting next week with Alex Myer, you know, he's worked with since 8th grade.  He's, obviously--the accuracy with the driver hasn't been great.  The greens and regulation both outside the top 115 on Tour.  But, you know, just the second year into his professional career, and he's already starting to rebuild.  That can be a little perplexing or troubling, to me.
00:33:47:11

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  I--it is perplexing.  I don't understand that.  A--a game that got him to number one amateur in the world.  And--and I mean, those kind of things, you--you don't do those if you're not capable of those kind of things.
00:33:59:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Eleven wins at Stanford.
00:34:01:00

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.

00:34:02:06

CRAIG PERKS:  And he four--number one amateur in the world 47 weeks.
00:34:05:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  I just--

00:34:06:08

CRAIG PERKS:  That's good enough to compete--

00:34:07:08

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  I--I agree.

00:34:07:13

CRAIG PERKS:  --at the highest level.

00:34:11:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 16, Rhein Gibson, his third, just short of the green at the par 5.

00:34:15:23

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  A very basic pitch.  Just pitch it halfway and let it run. [club swing]
00:34:23:05

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Oh.
00:34:25:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  It looked like he sort of stuck it in the ground there and it skidded once it landed, Gary.  His short game has been remarkable, six or seven so far this week.  And he's maybe a little--little further away than he would have liked.
00:34:38:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  He was hoping to just--

00:34:39:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.

00:34:39:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --take the flagstick out, tap it in, and--

00:34:41:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.

00:34:42:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --get to 21 under.

00:34:46:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And this is Jonathan Randolph at the 17th.  About 30, 35 feet away.  A common area that you'll see players putt from today.  We've seen a lot come close.  But we haven't seen a birdie yet, with our leaders still to play.  But sitting tied for 3rd, right now, at 16 under, 5 under on his round today.
00:35:20:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to 16, now.  A short one for Gibson to extend his lead to 3.
00:35:25:03

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yes.  It's certainly crucially above the hole so that's certainly just that little extra layer or thought.  Certainly has rolled the ball magnificently so far today.

00:35:34:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Gary, there is always moments in final rounds that help you win golf tournaments.  And this is probably one of them.  This can make the 17th and 18th the most difficult holes on the golf course.  This would give him a 3-shot cushion. [cup rattles]
00:36:00:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Awfully impressive. [clapping]
00:36:01:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah, it was.

00:36:03:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  That was a tester.  He was up to the challenge.  Now, 8 under in this final round, 21 under for the week.  A 3-shot lead.  A couple of pars on 17 and 18 would go a long way for Rhein Gibson.  We go up to 18 now.  This is Ben Martin finishing his week.  Pretty impressive, considering he's battled back injuries in a rehab start, uh, here on the Web.com Tour, first golf in five months.

00:36:27:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  He played Sony.  And--and, really, actually, he ended the season last year at the Travelers, which was the middle of June.  But, uh, had been playing a lot. [clapping] This is his home course, Thornblade.  He said he had played here more than 100 times, so.  I don't know.  I think coming back competitive after being out that long and unsure of how the back's going to react, I think, all-in-all, a good week.

00:36:53:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Fairway at 16, final group.  Christopher Ventura.  This man, Michael Miller.  Miller getting ready for his second shot.  And 27-year-old in unchartered water.  There is (inaudible) on the Web.com Tour.  Played at Penn State for just a semester.  Left school.  Wasn't the right fit.  But he didn't turn professional.  He didn't go to another college.  He played a lot of amateur golf in the met section in the New York area for a few years before turning pro in 2013.

00:37:18:21

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Then went up in Canada from 2015 to 2018.  You know, if he was paying attention, he would have been watching what's going on in front of them.  The good thing here is that he's not having to protect anything.  He's 3 back.  He--in the back of his mind, he has to make an eagle 3 here to have a chance. [club swing]
00:37:45:27

CRAIG PERKS:  He's certainly posing like he likes it.  And maybe a little adrenalin.  And that's going to be an extremely difficult putt, coming up and over a huge ridge, with a lot of break.  Just right--too much out of the center of the club.
00:38:04:18

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And we jump ahead to the 17th, our leader, 203 yards.
00:38:08:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And playing one tee box out today, 7-iron for Rhein. [club swing]
00:38:16:00

CRAIG PERKS:  If he's seen a Scoreboard or a Leaderboard, this is in the center of the green.

00:38:21:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And that's exactly where he's hit it.
00:38:23:07

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Wow.

00:38:22:07

GARY CHRISTIAN:  And e's in total control, isn't he? [clapping]
00:38:24:15

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  That is a excellent shot.  Dead flag high, it landed.  That's a man in control of his emotions and his game at this moment.

00:38:34:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back out to the action here at 18.  Michael Arnaud, [club swing] his second shot.  A year ago he finished in style.

00:38:41:15

CRAIG PERKS:  Sure did.  Had a 5-shot victory.  So it was a great walk up the 18th.  And extremely respectable defense, currently in a tie for 6th.

00:38:52:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  Currently projected to move up to 98th on that Points List.  You mentioned earlier, Craig, it's really been a struggle since his win in South Carolina a year ago.  Perhaps this finish this week can give him a charge, coming down the stretch. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:39:12:21

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Now, we saw the tee shot of Christopher Ventura.  And this is a--on Tuesday, a pretty easy up-and-down.  On the 70--or, excuse me, 53rd hole for the tournament, a little more challenging. But that is very, very well done.
00:39:32:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Randolph's birdie putt on the way at 18.  Normally, it would be the 71st hole on a Championship Sunday.  But a tournament shortened to 54 holes.  Nearly four inches of rain have fallen on this golf course the last three or four days.  So lot of delays, lot of stoppages.  And quite honestly, I think pretty fortunate to get 54 holes in this week in South Carolina.

00:39:59:02

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Exactly right, Steve.  And now Michael Miller.  Now, here is the deal.  It's 110 points, the difference between 2nd and 3rd, and it's about $28,000.  And these two are separated by one shot.  So the battle is no longer for the tournament, but for 2nd and points.  And we're going to have a little challenge for somebody who's missed.

00:40:21:17

CRAIG PERKS:  The heart--the heart rate just went up about 30 beats.

00:40:22:12

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.  Now we're starting to see it, you know, kind of how it weighs on him.
00:40:26:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, it weighs on everybody.

00:40:27:14

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  It does.

00:40:27:25

CRAIG PERKS:  I promise you--

00:40:28:06

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  No question.

00:40:28:08

CRAIG PERKS:  --that he's never been in this position on this Tour.  Now things are starting to speed up.
00:40:34:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  McNeely now his par at 18.  And you had to think, Miller's got to have the mindset birdie, birdie, and see what happens. [clapping] So he's not thinking, "Oh, let's make my 3.  I got to make sure, you know, I stay ahead of Christopher Ventura."  But--

00:40:49:17

CRAIG PERKS:  A good week here for Maverick, currently tied 15th.  Remember, he began the week on the bubble, 25th on the Points List.  So keep moving forward.
00:41:02:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He finished 2nd down in Florida earlier this season, a big part of his 25th position on the Points List.
00:41:12:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oscar Fraustro for par at 18.  This to get in at 11 under.  He started the week 96th in points. [clapping] So it might not have been the day or finish he was hoping for.  It still means something when you add them up each and every week. [clapping]
00:41:36:20

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Well, I don’t know if Michael Miller's ever had a $28,000 putt.  But this would, um, certainly needed.  And there you go.  Right in the middle. [clapping]
00:41:51:04

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And the good news for him, too, as you mentioned, uh, he's going to be playing next week, because he's Top 25 finish.  And the next shuffle is after that tournament.  So he'll be playing the Web.com Tour the rest of the season.  And now a jump to get inside that Top 75, and hopefully, get in the Finals.
00:42:09:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Yeah.  He started the week 188th in points.  Right now, projected 49th.

00:42:13:28

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  Yeah.

00:42:14:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  While he didn't win--

00:42:15:01

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  There you go.

00:42:15:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --or likely not to win, it is a career-changing week for him.

00:42:19:10

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  And same thing for this gentleman, uh, right here.  Exactly right.  His first cut ever made.  And you're in the last group, and have a chance, a real chance, to finish 2nd.  For that to happen, that has to go in.  And two pars for our players in the last group.

00:42:47:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Go up to 18 now.  Rhein Gibson, 21 under, leads by 3 in the fairway.  And just needs another good one, Gary.

00:42:55:12

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  199 yards left for Rhein.  Crucial number, 180 to carry the bunkers.  This is a 7-iron.  Slightly uphill, very gently back into the breeze.

00:43:06:29

CRAIG PERKS:  And a hole location in this area.  And, really, his mind should be somewhere in this area, center of the green.  Don't even flirt with that flag. [club swing]
00:43:25:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, another quality shot.
00:43:27:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.

00:43:28:00

GARY CHRISTIAN:  20 feet left.
00:43:30:13

CRAIG PERKS:  It's been sort of metronomic today.  He's never put himself in any sort of stressful positions.  He's played to his strengths.  He--center green, center fairways.  Uh, uh, just a incredible performance from the 33-year-old.

00:43:45:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Graduated off this Tour to the PGA Tour, as you alluded to in the past.  Three times a runner-up on the Web.com Tour.  Coming off his best finish of the year a week ago in Raleigh, tied for 4th.  And now the breakthrough.

Well, he's a streaky player.  You think he--he finished tied for 8th at Bogota.  The very next week, 5th in Panama.  And then you mentioned, 4th in Raleigh last week.  And it's been a commanding performance.
00:44:13:26

CRAIG PERKS:  And just to, um, basically two parts.  It's 50 straight holes without a bogey.  In that stretch of 50 holes he's played them 20 under.  And I--I think he can just enjoy this walk.

00:44:27:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  When it was the experience you've talked about.  Michael Miller and Christopher Ventura in that final group, don't have a lot at this level.  Rhein Gibson has been out here, has played on the PGA Tour.  And wants to get back out there again.  How can you quantify what he has that the others don't, you know, beyond, obviously, the years under his belt?
00:44:45:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I--I think, more than anything, it's a belief.  He had a good--to me, it looked like--and it'd be interesting if Gary can ask him.  He had a game plan set.  And he believed that that was going to be good enough.  "I'm not going to make any bogeys.  I'm going to go out there and put myself in position to attack some flags, take advantage of the par 5s."  You know and--and to go out in 30, that just gives you the impetus to play conservative--more conservatively on the back nine.  But you learn how to win golf tournaments. And, uh, you know, even though he hasn't won on that Tour, he's put himself in position three times.  He's had a chance to win--finish 2nd.  You learn so much from those experiences.  Where a lot of these guys, you know, just haven't been in that situation to see how they react.
00:45:31:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  8 under in this final round.  Started Sunday a couple shots back of Michael Miller.  Two putts away from a 63, and his first win on the Web.com Tour.
00:45:42:22

CRAIG PERKS:  And we project 830 points is going to be enough when--when he two-putts and wins this golf tournament, he's going to go to nearly 900 points.  So he is assured, guaranteed of a PGA Tour Card.  It's a great feeling. [clapping]
00:45:56:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Especially in the first of week of June.
00:45:58:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.

00:46:00:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  15th of 24 regular-season events.  Another nine remaining.  And then the three Finals.  So, a lot of opportunities for those down on the list.  But for Gibson, uh, sort of secure that spot.

00:46:14:23

CRAIG PERKS:  And potentially, as we watch Chris Baker, you know, Rhein Gibson sat there knowing that Mike Miller and Christopher Ventura in that final group had never, ever been in this position.  So maybe he just had that belief and that mentality that, "I'm the best player right now.  And if I can just play my game, that's going to be good enough."
00:46:31:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Baker, his 3rd from the greenside bunker.

00:46:34:06

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  And a good lie for Chris.  A fairly simple bunker shot.
00:46:39:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  The upslope helps.  Not a lot of green with which to work. [club swing]
00:46:52:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Wet sand sometimes sort of slows the club down through the hitting area.
00:46:58:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Second straight week and Sunday for Baker.  Had a chance to win.  Unable to get it done. [clapping] But likely to be another Top 10 finish.  And those add up.

00:47:06:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he was--he had a 4-shot lead last--last week and shot 72, where Sebastian Caplan came back and shot 64. [clapping]
00:47:16:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to the tee at 18 with Ventura.  Every point counts.  Every shot matters, especially for these two. [club swing] Currently 17 under, solo 3rd.

00:47:25:06

CRAIG PERKS:  And the right play with the 3-wood.

00:47:28:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Especially as far as he hits it.

00:47:30:14

CRAIG PERKS:  Exactly.  Going right, and into the penalty area.

00:47:32:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  [Overlap] Right into the penalty area.

00:47:33:24

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Had the right plan with the club, just poor execution.

00:47:40:07

CRAIG PERKS:  It may change the way that Mike Miller plays the final hole.
00:47:43:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now, up to the green, Rhein Gibson, a long birdie putt.

00:47:48:13

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Just a very gentle downhill left to--left-to-right putt here.
00:48:18:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  One of the hardest things to do, just to two-putt--

00:48:20:24

CRAIG PERKS:  It is.

00:48:21:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --when you have to.

00:48:22:06

CRAIG PERKS:  And his speed has been tremendous all day.  It does go down the hill, and then it flattens out.  But, you know, every--every player wants to finish in style.  You don't want it--for the win to be anticlimactic.

00:48:36:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Miller on the tee.  Driver.
00:48:40:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Got that bunker. [club swing]
00:48:46:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It didn't change his thinking.
00:48:48:20

CRAIG PERKS:  No.  And it--it--the tempo didn't change, either.  It kicked hard enough to the right.  Absolutely, it will.  Good tee shot.

00:48:56:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He put himself in position.  Again, go back to 15 and 16.  He had a five-footer, and a four-footer for birdies.  And he missed both of them.  That--that's the difference, when it comes down to it.  Baker now to save his par at 18.
00:49:08:17

GARY CHRISTIAN:  It could be a big putt at the end of the year, couldn’t it? [clapping]
00:49:17:17

CRAIG PERKS:  And jammed right in the center there.
00:49:26:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So we'll keep it here at 18.  This for par for Gibson to win.  Again, a 3-shot lead.  Miller in the fairway.  So this goes for Rhein Gibson, the 33-year-old will be a winner on the Web.com Tour for the first time.
00:49:46:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Just one last time, clear the mind, focus on the task.  All the accolades come after this goes in. [cheers and clapping]
00:50:15:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  What a round.  What a moment or Rhein Gibson.  The 33-year-old, bogey-free 63 on Sunday at Thornblade.  And that's good enough to make him the 2019 BMW Charity Pro-Am Champion.  And Craig, as you said, that locks up a return trip to the PGA Tour.

00:50:35:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Where he played in 2016. But, uh, it is so gratifying to start the--the year.  That's the goal.  And he's accomplished it, as you mentioned it, early in June.
00:50:51:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Updated Points List through 15 of 24 regular season events.  And you have to look right at that guy, jumping 25 spots, Craig.  Rhein Gibson knows he's going back to the PGA Tour.

00:51:03:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Effectively, it's going to take 830 points.  So he is absolutely well on his way there.  Uh, really, a clinical and commanding performance this week.
00:51:15:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  This week in South Carolina, it belonged to Rhein Gibson.  Bogey-free 63 on Sunday.  Good enough for a three-shot victory at the BMW Charity Pro-Am. [music]
00:52:08:01

End of Recording
Page 1 of 36

