PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS - MASTERCARD JAPAN CHAMPIONSHIP

00:00:32:12

BOB PAPA:  The PGA Tour Champions has made its way across the Pacific to Tokyo and the Mastercard Japan Championship.  Scott McCarron leads in the Charles Schwab Cup standings, two years ago nearly won here at Narita Golf Club.  But he was bested by Colin Montgomerie.  Monty shot a final round 67 in winning the first divisional PGA Tour-sanctioned event in Japan.  And Tom Watson, five wins in Japan in his career, part of five world golf Hall of Famers in the field this week.

00:01:06:28

BOB PAPA:  Lanny, let's take a look at some highlights.  Ken Tanigawa, who won at the KitchenAid Senior PGA a couple of weeks, ago, born in Japan.  Moved to the states when he was five.  Playing his third shot at the par-5 3rd.

00:01:19:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A pitch shot of over 120 feet.  Really well done. [clapping] Puts it up there to about three-and-a-half feet.  He would make that for birdie.

00:01:29:05

BOB PAPA:  Kirk Triplett having a good year, as well.  Sixth in the Schwab Cup Standings.  His tee shot over at the 4th, playing 173 yards.  Kirk a winner at the Hope Classic in Newport Beach this year.

00:01:41:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Always a great iron player, Bob.  And this one looks like it's going in the entire way. [clapping] Just misses.  What a great shot.
00:01:51:12

BOB PAPA:  He's got three 2nds this year to go along with his win.  Then over at the 6th, Ken Tanigawa for his birdie.
00:01:59:19

LANNY WADKINS:  He has really been on form, driving the ball well.  And this club has really come alive for Ken. [clapping]
00:02:05:02

BOB PAPA:  And these greens are rolling about twelve-and-a-half, maybe even close to 13.  Colin Montgomerie, his birdie at the 6th.

00:02:12:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Just pours that in. [clapping] Just trickles over the front edge.  You need that holing speed this week.

00:02:17:06

BOB PAPA:  And then just moments ago, Tanigawa playing his second shot at the par-4 8th.
00:02:22:15

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, I said he's--he--one of the hottest players out here.  This just a great shot at a really tough hole location, [clapping] three feet underneath the flag.

00:02:32:13

BOB PAPA:  Used a 3-wood off the tee and set up that birdie that he would go on to make.  So Ken is at 3 under par through his opening eight holes.  Colin Montgomerie is at 2 under par.  And then a vast array of golfers just getting their round started.  At 1 under par, Scott Parel, who lost in that playoff to Kevin Sutherland in Des Moines at the Principal Charity Classic. [music]
00:02:59:14

BOB PAPA:  Over at 13, Esteban Toledo getting set to play his third shot.
00:03:05:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Sitting up in this zoysia grass.  Plenty of green to work with.  And, ooh, gets it in the edge.  Nice shot.

00:03:12:01

BOB PAPA:  Scott McCarron two wins, two 2nds, a 3rd, and two 5th-place finishes in 12 events.  He's got the second-biggest lead in the Charles Schwab Cup Standings at this point in the season.  Billy-Ray, what's the lie look like there?
00:03:29:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, it's sitting down in this zoysia grass.  But it's wet with the recent rain.  And so it's going to be a bit sluggish coming through the hitting zone here.  153 yards.  Scott starts at just right of the flag. [ball thunk]
00:03:43:12

LANNY WADKINS:  And an excellent shot if he can get it sit down.  He does. [clapping]
00:03:47:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Lanny, that was surprising that ball came in there so softly.  Well done, there, by McCarron.

00:03:51:22

LANNY WADKINS:  That just shows you what speed can do, Billy-Ray.

00:03:54:15

BOB PAPA:  Now, Ken Tanigawa getting set to play his third at the 10th.
00:04:02:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, he hits the flag. [chuckle]
00:04:04:07

BOB PAPA:  My goodness.  What a shot. [chuckle]
00:04:05:09

LANNY WADKINS:  When things are going well, things are going well.  He's got about five feet for birdie.

00:04:09:19

BOB PAPA:  Back at the 9th.  Scott McCarron, a good look at birdie.

00:04:12:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  A beautiful second shot here.  A great opportunity.  Trying to get in the red figures. [clapping] Very well done, especially that second shot out of that tough lie.

00:04:24:03

BOB PAPA:  You know, that's his first birdie of the day for Scott.
00:04:26:18

BOB PAPA:  Eighth hole of the day for Jeff Maggert.  Started at the 10th.  Has this putt for birdie.

00:04:30:20

LANNY WADKINS:  A pretty simple look here.  Maybe left edge.  Ooh, up and out of that one quick.  And it goes in.
00:04:35:17

BOB PAPA:  [Laugh]
00:04:36:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Wow.

00:04:38:13

BOB PAPA:  All right, Mags.

00:04:39:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Mags doesn't usually have that move when he's made it.  That's--that's different.  Hmm.
00:04:44:15

BOB PAPA:  Now Tanigawa for his birdie at 10 to get to 4 under.

00:04:50:07

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Playing pretty quickly.

00:04:52:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Ken doesn’t mess around.  I kind of like that.  Straight putt, and no problem. [clapping]
00:04:58:07

BOB PAPA:  So he hits the flagstick on his pitch shot that was running a little hot.  And he turns it into a birdie.  And Ken is now at 4 under.
00:05:07:12

BOB PAPA:  Colin Montgomerie playing his second at the 12th.

00:05:10:04

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Another really tough lie to judge here how it's going to come out.  Ooh, that's got to slow down.
00:05:17:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, that's one way to slow it down.  Slam dunk.

00:05:19:02

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  [Overlap] My goodness.

00:05:20:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Wow.

00:05:21:18

BOB PAPA:  [Chuckle] All right, Colin.

00:05:23:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Just a little nod of approval.

00:05:25:17

BOB PAPA:  Over at 16, Jeff Sluman has a putt for birdie.  Jeff started his round at the 10th.  And pours that in.  So he gets to 2 under par.
00:05:39:23

BOB PAPA:  Billy Andrade has a birdie putt at 14.  Billy eagled the 10th, birdied the 11th, made bogey at 12, and now a birdie at 14.  So he's at 3 under, having started his round on the 10th hole.
00:05:56:13

BOB PAPA:  What's Ken have left?
00:05:57:15

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  He's got a buck forty-five.  So I would say if he wants to go ahead and kind of pump up a 9-iron, he could without a problem.  I'd say you land at 135.  But the way these greens are bouncing, 135, 140 no more than that, it should be perfect.

00:06:13:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Great athletic set-up. [club swing] And beautiful golf swing.  It might be a hair left, the way he's looking. [ball thunk] Not much.  In there about 15, 18 feet, maybe 20, now, as it ekes away from the hole.  But he's got an uphill, as Aaron alluded to.

00:06:35:23

BOB PAPA:  Dudley Hart has a birdie putt.  Again, he started his round on 10 today.  And pours that one in.
00:06:47:07

BOB PAPA:  So Dudley Hart with three in a row.
00:06:51:00

BOB PAPA:  And Tanigawa has a birdie putt at 15.

00:06:54:17

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, it's going to start going uphill, and it's going to break pretty good from his left to right, as he's just past the hole.  And then as it gets to the hole, it starts to turn right.  It might pick up just a little bit of speed.  It starts to work its way back down the hill at that point.

00:07:13:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, what a roll that was. [clapping] Beautiful.  Great read and beautiful pace.

00:07:20:08

BOB PAPA:  Yeah.  And great camera work, too, by our cameraman, huh?
00:07:21:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Yes, it was.

00:07:22:21

BOB PAPA:  That was nice.  So Ken is now at 5 under.

00:07:28:27

BOB PAPA:  Monty hit a good shot in at 15.  He's got a birdie putt.

00:07:32:22

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  He's looking right down the spine of that hogsback, though.  So it looks to my eye, the majority of the putt's got to break left-to-right, and very quick.

00:07:58:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, great read [clapping] and beautiful putt there by Monty, taking advantage of a very good shot.
00:08:05:18

BOB PAPA:  And he's at 4 under par, a shot off the lead.
00:08:09:20

BOB PAPA:  Kirk Triplett's got a birdie putt over at 16.
00:08:16:00

LANNY WADKINS:  And he can make putts in bunches.  Uh, he's got to love these greens with that putting stroke he's got.
00:08:23:03

BOB PAPA:  And he moves to within three of the lead of Ken Tanigawa with that birdie at 16.  A bogey-free score card so far today for Kirk.

00:08:33:22

BOB PAPA:  Back at 17.  Ken Tanigawa playing his third shot into the par 5.

00:08:39:02

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  A really cuppy lie on the left.  He needs to get vertical with this is he wants good contact.
00:08:48:15

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Oh, that was really well done, there.
00:08:51:04

LANNY WADKINS:  That was an excellent pitch shot.  Good strike, and gets it out pretty close.

00:08:56:25

BOB PAPA:  Darren Clarke for his birdie.
00:09:00:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Coming off that little slope on the righthand side.  It will work its way back down the hill and turn left.
00:09:07:17

LANNY WADKINS:  If he hit it.  Yes. [clapping]
00:09:10:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  All set up by a wedge shot. [laugh]
00:09:11:24

BOB PAPA:  And he's got to be thinking, "I hit such a poor wedge.  I got a birdie out of it."
00:09:16:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  Good stuff.

00:09:18:19

BOB PAPA:  The last two birdies he's made, he seems almost ashamed.  Take it, Darren.

00:09:23:24

BOB PAPA:  Now live, Scott McCarron for his birdie.
00:09:29:00

BOB PAPA:  Billy-Ray, that's, like, one of the first balls we've seen spin on a green.

00:09:31:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle] That's it.  I mean, I think just the--the lack of moisture now, uh, as the rain, it just picks up a little bit.  But Scott's got it positioned just below the hole.  It will move to his right, though.  He must keep the speed up, and break hard the last quarter of this putt to the right.

00:09:54:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, he did. [clapping] Mmm.  Just hammered that in there, Billy-Ray.  I like that one.

00:09:59:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Good stuff.

00:10:02:00

BOB PAPA:  So McCarron at 3 under.
00:10:06:13

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, I think Ken Tanigawa is going to try to amend that.
00:10:12:17

LANNY WADKINS:  About a left-edge putt, Aaron?

00:10:14:07

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  That's what I would say.  He's been three-for-three on the par 5s to this point. [cup rattles]
00:10:21:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh.

00:10:21:15

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Four-for-four. [clapping]
00:10:22:08

LANNY WADKINS:  That was really solid and confident.
00:10:27:14

BOB PAPA:  So Ken using his length, taking advantage of the par 5s.

00:10:31:27

BOB PAPA:  Over to 14, Tsuyoshi Yoneyama.  Three wins on the Japan Tour, three wins on the Japan Senior Tour.  Pours that in.  Finished tied for 15th at the 1999 Open Championship.  And he's in red figures at 1 under par.
00:10:52:10

BOB PAPA:  And Tanigawa, currently at 6 under, has a putt for birdie on 18.

00:10:59:25

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And not the look that he wanted from what he had left into this hole.  But nonetheless, a decent outside look at birdie from about 25 feet, left-to-right.

00:11:09:01

BOB PAPA:  And this would match the low 18.  Glen Day, Kevin Sutherland, and Todd Hamilton did it in 2017.  A 65.  And he walks it in. [clapping]
00:11:19:20

LANNY WADKINS:  Ken Tanigawa has found his game.  And I think he's running on that PGA high after that win there.  And that is a beautiful scorecard.  A great round of golf.
00:11:30:04

BOB PAPA:  As the rain intensifies a little bit, Ken Tanigawa ties the low 18 here at the Mastercard Championship with a 7-under-par 65.  He's got a three-shot lead, as play continues on this Friday afternoon here in Narita, Japan. [music] A bunch of players in red figures here today.  They will deal with some conditions throughout the course of the day, though, with this rain starting to intensify. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:12:06:25

BOB PAPA:  For the second time the PGA Tour Champions is in Japan.  You see the Sky Tree Tower.  And a look at this hustling, bustling city.  And 50 miles east of Tokyo is Narita Golf Club.  Bob Papa, Lanny Wadkins.  Steve Flesch on this Saturday trying to make a move.  He made a birdie at the 2nd.  And then his tee shot at the par-3 4th.
00:12:29:10

LANNY WADKINS:  A beautiful swing by Steve Flesch.  We keep expecting great things out of him.  A wonderful golf swing. [clapping] And a terrific shot here at the par-3 4th.

00:12:38:28

BOB PAPA:  He'd make that birdie to get to 6 under par.  Scott McCarron was the runner-up here two years ago.  His third shot at the par-5 6th.

00:12:48:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Had a long bunker shot.  Plays the old dump-and-run shot.  Really well done here.  Fast greens.  The lie wasn't good.  But it chases out very nicely. [clapping]
00:12:57:20

BOB PAPA:  He would go on to make birdie there.  That would get him to 6 under par. And then over at the par-4 8th, McCarron for birdie.

00:13:06:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A wonderful second shot in here.  About 12 feet, just off the right edge.  And good catch by the hole. [clapping]
00:13:11:23

BOB PAPA:  Scott makes the turn 4 under par 32.  And now he sits atop the Leaderboard at 7 under par.  Kirk Triplett, Steve Flesch, a shot back.  Overnight leader, Ken Tanigawa, a tough day, 2 over on his round.
00:13:28:06

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  So we head over to the 13th now.  Toshi Izawa for par coming up over the ridge.  A little trouble off the tee. [clapping]
00:13:38:14

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  A routine par.  He had it all the way.
00:13:41:01

BOB PAPA:  Over at the 12th, Scott Parel.
00:13:43:04

BOB PAPA:  We know that he can make birdies in bunches.  And he pours that in. [clapping] That's three in a row for Scott, who lost in the playoff last week in Des Moines to Kevin Sutherland.  Three in a row.  So he's at 6 under.
00:13:58:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Tanigawa for par now at the 9th.
00:14:04:09

LANNY WADKINS:  Second--
00:14:04:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Tough nine holes for him.
00:14:05:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Second three-putt in, like, three holes, too.

00:14:11:10

LANNY WADKINS:  A poor approach putting, poor speed with those.  Generally, a sign of nerves, Phil.

00:14:16:01

BOB PAPA:  All right.  Kirk Triplett ready to go over at 12.  Kirk's having a good year, Lanny, with the wind at the Hogue.

00:14:23:08

LANNY WADKINS:  He really is, Bob.  He's a terrific iron player.  Drives the ball in the fairway.  And just one of the best putters out here.  Did I say he was a good iron player? [clapping] Look at that.  In there about four or five feet.

00:14:35:11

BOB PAPA:  Doug Garwood playing his third shot at the par-5 10th.  Uh, 2 over on his round today.
00:14:42:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  It's just a short pitch back up the hill.  Trying to judge the initial bounce there.  And he's done a good job.
00:14:47:03

BOB PAPA:  Well, he saw the tee shot of Kirk Triplett.  Now, his birdie putt at the 12th.

00:14:51:28

LANNY WADKINS:  Usually a formality for Kirk with that putting stroke.  And really well done. [clapping]
00:14:57:01

BOB PAPA:  A nice clean score card.  Now he's to within one of the lead of McCarron.

00:15:02:10

BOB PAPA:  Now over at the 10th, Doug Garwood for his birdie.
00:15:05:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  And needs one. [clapping] And Tanigawa did tap in for his birdie.  So two birdies here at the 10th.
00:15:14:03

BOB PAPA:  Over to 13.

00:15:15:08

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And par putt for Kirk Triplett.  And up the hill.  And he didn't hit it.  So it's a bad tee shot cost him there.  He went back to 6 under, a couple back now of Scott McCarron.
00:15:30:03

BOB PAPA:  Billy Andrade's got a birdie putt coming up here at 14.
00:15:34:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Up the slope.  And Billy's been rolling the ball very well.  And that's beautiful.

00:15:39:28

BOB PAPA:  Currently 12th in the Schwab Cup Standings.  He's got a 2nd, a 3rd, and an 8th place finish this year.  He's at 7 under.
00:15:48:07

BOB PAPA:  Colin Montgomerie, who won this event two years ago, and rolls this one in at 12. [clapping] So Monty now pulls to within 3 of the lead.

00:16:02:29

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  McCarron now at the 13th.
00:16:05:28

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  There should be a decent amount of movement at the hole from right to left.
00:16:11:00

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Did he hit it?  Did he hit it?

00:16:13:12

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah, that was always going to be the issue.
00:16:17:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It's interesting watching the intensity on his face.  He's been playing so well. [clapping] You'd think he might relax a little bit.  But boy, he just looks really fired up.

00:16:25:13

LANNY WADKINS:  He's expecting good things to happen.

00:16:28:25

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 15th, now, Billy Andrade has this for par.  Got to keep up the pace of the stroke up the hill.  Just misses.  That didn't quite have the rhythm, Lanny, that some of the others have.

00:16:41:08

LANNY WADKINS:  No, trying to give it a little bit extra to get it there.  And I think he just got it a hair wide.

00:16:52:10

BOB PAPA:  So not the birdie putt that Scott McCarron thought after he pounded that tee shot, Aaron.

00:16:57:23

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, it is an opportunity.  But I think it's more, you're looking basically happy to two-putt at this point.  Go from maybe an easy birdie to happy with a par.
00:17:11:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Just got it a little bit left, and it stayed over there.  It never did go back to the right.
00:17:16:29

BOB PAPA:  Now over at 18, Cliff Kresge went out in 34, eagled 10, made a birdie at 14.  Coming off a birdie at 17, playing his second shot into 18.
00:17:29:06

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A beautiful tee shot down the left side of the fairway.  That's a perfect position, uh, here at 18.  Ball a little bit on the upslope.  I think that's a good thing with this elevated green.  It helps you get the ball up in the air. [club swing]
00:17:47:25

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got a good golf swing.  A strong guy, too. [ball thunk] [clapping] And very nice shot.  That's a tough hole location to go at, right there.  But he leaves himself a realistic putt for birdie.

00:18:01:03

BOB PAPA:  Back over at 14, Scott McCarron giving this par putt the full treatment.

00:18:06:22

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  He is.  Taking much care of this--how it looks.  And I'll tell you what.  It looks to be maybe, from here, a good four feet.
00:18:26:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, my goodness.  That just came right back at him.  And that's a very disappointing bogey there by McCarron on a hole he just had a pitch shot to the green.

00:18:35:22

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  In tennis that would be an unforced error.
00:18:38:26

BOB PAPA:  Did that do, not a 360, but about a 380?

00:18:42:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  I think at least.
00:18:43:09

BOB PAPA:  [Chuckle]
00:18:43:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  It goes in the right side of the hole.  He thinks it's going down.  Takes a step.  But, yeah, it comes back out.  A solid 360-plus, Bob.

00:18:52:23

BOB PAPA:  So the first bogey of the day for McCarron.  And his lead is now just one.  And there are four currently at 6 under par.
00:19:09:09

BOB PAPA:  Up at 18, Cliff Kresge has this putt for birdie and a share of the lead.

00:19:15:00

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  About 30 feet.  It might work a little bit to his left.  Oh, it did not--

00:19:20:04

BOB PAPA:  Wow.

00:19:20:05

LANNY WADKINS:  --stay right there.  What a try. [clapping] Great round of golf.

00:19:26:09

BOB PAPA:  Went out in 34.  Comes back in 32.  So a 66 for Cliff Kresge. [clapping] First year on the PGA Tour Champions.  And he's at 6 under par.  And right now, he's just a shot off the lead of Scott McCarron here in Narita, Japan, at the Mastercard Japan Championship. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:20:01:03

BOB PAPA:  It's the Mastercard Japan Championship.  A look at downtown Tokyo.  It's filled with so much great culture and history.  It's such a pleasure to be here.  And the PGA Tour Champions certainly enjoying their time here at Narita Golf Club, about 50 miles outside of Tokyo.  Scott McCarron had the 36-hole lead here two years ago before Colin Montgomery caught him.  He's got a one-shot lead right now.  Let's take you over to the par-5 17th.

00:20:32:01

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Arron Kirk Triplett with his second. [club swing]
00:20:37:19

LANNY WADKINS:  He likes to work it left-to-right big.  It's going to be a hard shot for him. [ball thunk]
00:20:43:25

LANNY WADKINS:  He's lost it a little bit to the right.  But not bad.  He gets it almost hole high.

00:20:48:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And that's, with his--the way he putts it, he's got a chance for eagle, right there.

00:20:51:02

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  It's a slow putt.  But he'll figure it out.
00:20:55:13

BOB PAPA:  You see the name Billy Andrade, a shot off the lead, getting set to play his second shot into the par-4 18th.
00:21:02:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  He continued to drive the ball well plays right in the center of the fairway.  A little has kicked up back in the player's face.  And this approach shot plays back up the hill, 172 yards for Billy.

00:21:16:03

BOB PAPA:  You know, Billy-Ray, um, he's given himself a lot of good looks.  Um, you know, he had that--that poor first putt at 15 that led to the bogey.  But he's had some opportunities here over the last couple of holes to make some hay, and hasn't been able to.

00:21:32:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  A beautiful tee shot he played at 16 there at the par 3.  Had, a great look.  Then, obviously, back at the previous hole, the par-5 17th. [club swing]
00:21:41:26

LANNY WADKINS:  A tough hole location for Billy here.  He likes to go left-to-right. This hole location over on the far-left side of the green. [ball thunk]
00:21:48:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  As you would expect, you know, right in the center of the green. [clapping] You don't want to short side yourself on the left.  And--and that's something about a player, "Okay, I--I'm not going to force the issue here.  The--the hole location doesn’t set up for me.  Let me just put it in the center of the green, take my chances, uh, another way."
00:22:04:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Now, Scott Parel, he's got to love this hole location, Billy-Ray.

00:22:08:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah, for two reasons.  One is that we talked about, he loves to work the ball from right-to-left.  But he is in the righthand side of the fairway, ball just below his feet.  Comes back up the hill, 161 yards, playing more like 170. [club swing] Flights it down, working it in from right-to-left.
00:22:24:26

LANNY WADKINS:  I don't think he likes that one, the way he acted.  And he didn't.  He over-cooked it.  Long and left.  Very poor shot there by Parel.
00:22:35:16

BOB PAPA:  One hole back to 17.

00:22:38:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And eagle opportunity for Kirk Triplett.  Up the hill, over the slopes.  Got to give it a whap.

00:22:44:12

LANNY WADKINS:  He gave it a big back stroke.  I like that.
00:22:47:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And made it.

00:22:49:10

LANNY WADKINS:  How about that putt? [clapping] That was beautiful.
00:22:52:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  First one to really get the speed right from there, Lanny.

00:22:56:28

BOB PAPA:  Up at the green.  Third shot coming up for Scott Parel.

00:23:00:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  All right.  Decision time.  He's choosing to pitch the ball.  He could putt it up this slope.  But choosing to pitch this ball.  Landed just off the edge of the green and trickled down.  Oh, a little unlucky there, laying there at about a foot short--
00:23:13:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Billy-Ray, I think he--

00:23:13:24

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  --from the spot.

00:23:15:03

LANNY WADKINS:  I think he went in and caught that on top of the blade, as well.  It did not sound like a--a quality strike.

00:23:21:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, McCarron.

00:23:22:24

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Intere--weird downhill lie here, just through the fairway at 235, 225 with the downhill. [club swing]  That was going to come off low all the time.  It sounded high on the face again, Phil.

00:23:34:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah.  He tried to go down with the slope, and play a little cut.  But I think he got it on the line that he wanted, Aaron.  Just didn't quite catch it solid. [clapping] He had another to test his peak draw.  It's a long putt.  Probably about 90 feet.

00:23:52:08

BOB PAPA:  A lengthy birdie putt for Billy Andrade.
00:23:56:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Really slow, coming back up the slope.  And we discussed about opportunities that Billy has missed in the last couple of holes.  But golf's a crazy game.  This is one [chuckle] it wouldn't make any sense to make.  But, uh, it's up the hill, and give it some pace.  And just through a little valley, then back up the hill.

00:24:29:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Oh, what a great try.  It just--

00:24:31:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh]
00:24:31:17

LANNY WADKINS:  --worked a hair right at the end to miss.

00:24:34:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Ah. [clapping] He thought he had made that one.
00:24:38:21

BOB PAPA:  He's hit some quality putts today.  All--

00:24:42:01

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A solid round, there, Bob.

00:24:43:09

BOB PAPA:  Yeah.  All-in-all, a 3-under-par 69. [clapping]
00:24:49:11

BOB PAPA:  Two bogeys on the scorecard today.

00:24:53:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now McCarron at 17 for eagle.

00:24:55:16

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  A long, long way for Scott here.  A two-putt here would be fantastic.  Coming up that slope, right there.  That's going to have to go, I believe.
00:25:09:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He's left several putts short here this second nine today.  Work left there for him for his birdie.  Says, "Wow."  It fooled him a little bit, maybe, with that speed.
00:25:19:19

BOB PAPA:  Scott Parel, I never figured from where he was after his tee shot here at 18, down that righthand side, Billy-Ray, that he'd have this much left for par.

00:25:29:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I was surprised with that second shot, especially missing left.  He had plenty of room out to the right to start that second shot.  Now this one's back down the hill, a little bit down-grain, also. [clapping] And what a save there by Scott Parel.  A solid round today, 4 under par.

00:25:45:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Uh, that's a great save.  And just kept the round together there, Billy-Ray.  He's a very underrated putter, I think.
00:25:53:29

BOB PAPA:  5th in the Schwab Cup Standings this year through the first 12 events.

00:25:59:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A pretty cut--pretty putt for Scott McCarron.  Putter's let him down here.  And his wedge played a little part.  The big part of his game, the driving the ball, the long game, has been great.  But mistakes with the putter and the wedge cost him.
00:26:17:07

BOB PAPA:  Yeah.  14 and 15, he was in attack mode.  And he wound up playing those two holes 1 over.  Now the third for Triplett at 18.
00:26:24:27

LANNY WADKINS:  A long way away.  A good 150 feet, trying to play a little chip-and-run.  And that's pretty well done.  He left himself about six feet. [clapping]
00:26:35:08

BILLY ANDRADE:  All right.  Thank you.

00:26:38:01

MALE:  Thank you.

00:26:38:09

BILLY ANDRADE:  All right, buddy.

00:26:38:21

BOB PAPA:  Well, Billy Andrade fan club here at the Narita Golf Club. [clapping]
00:26:43:17

LANNY WADKINS:  It's the first chapter.
00:26:45:09

BOB PAPA:  [Laugh]
00:26:48:01

BOB PAPA:  Kirk Triplett, after a nice pitch-and-run, has this for his par to remain at 7 under.
00:26:55:12

LANNY WADKINS:  Normally holes out very well.  And he did one more time. [clapping]
00:27:02:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  At 17, Darren Clarke for birdie.

00:27:07:16

LANNY WADKINS:  Get him within one of the lead here, Big. [cup rattles]
00:27:10:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah.  He's done nice. [clapping] He had three bogeys on his opening nine.  But he's come back with four birdies now in his second nine to get right in contention, just one back.
00:27:20:28

BOB PAPA:  Scott McCarron now for his birdie at 18 to take the lead.

00:27:24:20

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  This would be a good one to put on the card, for sure, especially after missing a birdie on 17.

00:27:33:14

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Oh, what a finish. [clapping]
00:27:35:24

LANNY WADKINS:  I don't think he expected, or a lot of us expected to see a 3 on 18.  It's played very, very difficult today.

00:27:42:09

BOB PAPA:  Only the fourth birdie of the day.  Scott McCarron shoots 67 today.  And he now has the outright lead.  He is at 8 under par.  He leads in the Schwab Cup Standings.  Looking for his third win of the year here at the Mastercard Japan Championship. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:28:10:22

BOB PAPA:  After coming to Tokyo in 2017, the PGA Tour Champions is back for the Mastercard Japan Championship.  And what a week it's been.  Let's take a look at some of the highlights.  Scott McCarron starting the day with a 1-shot lead.  Scott Parel, who has been in contention each and every week, trying to make a little run.  And Lanny Wadkins, his birdie putt at the 1st.

00:28:31:21

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  30 feet.  And just has holing speed. [cheers and clapping] And it just goes right in the center.  Great start for Scott Parel.

00:28:39:20

BOB PAPA:  Still looking for his first win of the year.  Lost in the playoff last week.  Scott McCarron's won twice this year.  His birdie at the 2nd.

00:28:46:08

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A great iron shot in here, Bob.  And, boy, does he have a determined look about him today. [clapping]
00:28:51:22

BOB PAPA:  That got him to 9 under par.  Then McCarron's tee shot over at four, the par 3, playing 200 yards.

00:28:58:08

LANNY WADKINS:  A little downhill.  Scott swinging exceptionally well.  Taking dead aim at this.  It's all over the flag.  Just a beautiful shot.  In there to about six feet. [clapping]
00:29:07:24

BOB PAPA:  He'd make the birdie.  That got him to 10 under.  But he would bogey the par-4 5th.  Billy Andrade looking for his first win in a couple of years.  His birdie putt at the 6th.  Pours this one in.  And that gets him to 9 under, and the moment, [clapping] a share of the lead.  But McCarron responds, Lanny, at the 8th.

00:29:27:25

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  A big tee shot, just a short club, wedge in here on this 425-yard par 4, coming out of the rough, letting it release.  Really well-played and well-judged.
00:29:39:28

BOB PAPA:  He would go on to make that and take the lead once again at 10 under par.

00:29:45:07

BOB PAPA:  He had the lead through 36 two years ago.  Colin Montgomerie was the winner.  Now McCarron trying to close it out in 2019 at the Mastercard Japan Championship.
00:29:56:23

BOB PAPA:  Darren Clarke trying to stay in the picture.  Almost a must-make birdie at this point for him, down by four shots.

00:30:04:10

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And that's two in a row. [clapping] So maybe that gets Darren going a little bit today.
00:30:12:16

LANNY WADKINS:  And Goydos at 16, 17, excuse me, comes up just a little short.
00:30:18:22

BOB PAPA:  Now Scott McCarron is playing his fourth shot from the back of the green here at 10.
00:30:24:16

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Yeah.  One of those little delicate little pitches coming down the hill.  He's got the ball played well back in his stance.  A lot of forward-shaft lean on this, making sure you get contact.

00:30:36:09

LANNY WADKINS:  You've got to be careful with the pace here, Billy-Ray.

00:30:39:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Oh, man.
00:30:40:23

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, that is not a good play here.  He is messing up a pretty simple hole.

00:30:46:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Billy Andrade ready to go now at the 11th.

00:30:48:21

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  He just needs to carry on about five yards on the front edge of that green. [club swing]
00:30:54:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Placed just a little--

00:30:55:02

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  That's got to go.

00:30:56:16

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --uphill, Aaron.  And you're right.  It sure does.
00:31:01:24

BOB PAPA:  Cliff Kresge, uh, started the day a couple off the lead.  2 over on his round today.  Playing in the final group.  He's got a birdie putt at 10.

00:31:11:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he hit his second shot over the green, and it had a terrible lie.  Unable to get the ball on the green.  This putt coming down the hill.  And there is one way to do it. [clapping]
00:31:24:04

BOB PAPA:  You got to like a guy that's got Jersey Mike Subs on his shirt as a sponsor.
00:31:29:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Parel now at the 11th.

00:31:31:17

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  Darren Clark has already played his shot.  Parel now from 109.

00:31:36:04

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  This is just left of the flag.

00:31:37:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It's a good-looking wedge move.  A little low spinner in there. [clapping]
00:31:41:14

BOB PAPA:  So Scott McCarron has a lengthy par putt now.  And this is--you know, par 5s, Billy Ray, is what he dominates on.  And he could ill-afford to give one away here.
00:31:55:10

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  One of the things that, um, here now is just to slow your brain down, because back in the fairway, as you said, uh, he's licking his chops thinking, "Okay.  I'm making 4 for sure.  Can I squeeze one in there and try to make eagle?"  Now, he's got it a good, uh, almost 10 feet left for par, coming back up the hill.  And, uh, still a lot of golf to play.  But this is a huge putt from a mental stand side of, uh, Scott McCarron.
00:32:29:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, that is some great work there--

00:32:31:25

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Laugh] [clapping]
00:32:32:11

LANNY WADKINS:  --by Scott McCarron.  Billy-Ray said that was a big putt for his, you know, mental capacity, going forward.  And, uh, uh, I promise you, he breathed a sigh of relief after that went in.

00:32:45:08

BOB PAPA:  All right.  Take a look at the last five times that Scott McCarron has been the leader or coleader entering the final round.  Wins at the Insperity and Mitsubishi Electric Classic earlier this year.  So he's been closing the deal out better and better.
00:33:03:25

BOB PAPA:  Now Triplett for his birdie.
00:33:06:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He learned a lot from the putt of Cliff Kresge.

00:33:10:14

LANNY WADKINS:  Can't really get it far.  That's pulled off the start.
00:33:15:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Andrade now with his third at the 11th.

00:33:17:20

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Not a difficult bunker shot, Phil.  If he can land it about five paces on, it will release to the hole.  Oh, he missed it.  He missed it by about three yards.  There is a little downslope that would have carried it all the way to the flag.

00:33:30:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And we go back to the 11th now.  Parel has a chance for birdie.  Arron, it, uh, it's awfully hard out here to play on the PGA Tour Champions without status from the PGA Tour itself.  You got to go through the Q School, and that sort of stuff.  And he's done a nice job.  What does he do with his game that you like?

00:33:49:24

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Very consistent.  Um, I--I think it's more about his mind, to be honest with you, Phil.  But as far as his game is concerned, he's very long.  Um, plays--tends to play one shot consistently, and that's right-to-left.  Um, eliminates the right side of the golf course a lot of the time, uh, which is always good when you can do that.  And he's a sneaky-good putter.  And when you're up there as much as he's been this year, or over the last few years, uh, you're not going to get anywhere on this Tour putting poorly.  You've got to putt well.  And he does that.
00:34:20:04

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  He holes out nicely, especially from inside eight feet.  Pretty consistent there.  And the--also, the pace of this putting stroke matches his golf swing.  That one got away from him, though.  That's totally out of character there for Scott Parel.

00:34:34:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  To the 17th now.  Paul Goydos, a chance to get to 8 under, to tie him for 3rd Place.
00:34:44:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Got to go.
00:34:46:02

LANNY WADKINS:  He's leaving a lot of short--putts short, Phil, seems like, right in the middle, too.

00:34:50:20

PHIL BLACKMAR:  We've seen that a lot this week, haven't we, on the uphill putts? [clapping]
00:34:56:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, Billy Andrade with a long par putt.

00:34:58:07

LANNY WADKINS:  And Phil, I got to tell you, he's doing to this old what McCarron did to 10.  I mean, he had a wedge in his hand, dumped it in the bunker, and not a good bunker shot.  You know, both these guys fighting through some issues, here, right now.  They got to get their mind game and their golf game back under control.

00:35:12:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  No doubt.  This is--this is not a hard hole today.  Downwind with a pretty easy hole location.  Arron, back up the hill a little bit here?
00:35:19:24

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  A little back up the hill, and little right-to-left.  But to you guys' point, I mean, it just speaks to how much you have to keep the ball in the fairway around this golf course, because it is an absolute guessing game from the rough.

00:35:31:08

LANNY WADKINS:  And Arron, it looks like--it looks like to me, what I'm seeing from the rough is, guys aren't making good contact.  A lot of guys are catching shots either thin--most of them catching them on top of the blade out of this zoysia.  And when you do that, as you know, it comes out dead.
00:35:47:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A pretty good-looking putt.  Nope.
00:35:50:02

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  No.  That'll be a 5, and a disappointing one, at that.

00:35:53:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  At the end of the day, he may look back to this one and say, "That was a big bogey."
00:35:58:18

BOB PAPA:  All right.  Scott McCarron on the tee over at 12 in this final group.
00:36:02:27

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A little in between clubs here.  And you mentioned 185 yards, downhill, helping breeze.  And it's playing more like right around 170 yards.  And Scott McCarron can stretch some of these short irons out. [club swing]
00:36:18:22

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  An 8-iron there for McCarron.
00:36:21:21

LANNY WADKINS:  That's a big 8-iron.  It's over in the left-hand side.  He wants to hit something hard.  He did. [clapping] What a great shot, Billy-Ray.  He's got about two feet.

00:36:30:06

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he knew exactly what he--what he wanted to do, and executed it perfectly.
00:36:39:11

BOB PAPA:  Let's take one more look at it.  And Lanny, we've--you know, guys that are contending against McCarron made some mistakes. [club swing] And as we've seen this year, when Scott needs to make a shot, he does.  And he does it here at 12.

00:36:50:01

LANNY WADKINS:  Well, he does.  I like what he did here.  He took a club he had to hit really hard [clapping] with a hole location over on the left, which is not his favorite hole location, and just went flag-hunting.

00:36:59:03

BOB PAPA:  Remember that clutch birdie he made at 16 at the Insperity, to hold off--
00:37:02:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Exactly.

00:37:03:24

BOB PAPA:  --Scott Parel?
00:37:05:11

BOB PAPA:  [club swing] Now, Kirk Triplett.

00:37:07:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Kirk needs to go flag-hunting to kind of keep pace. [ball thunk]
00:37:12:08

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  The ball should release. [clapping]
00:37:16:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Three excellent shots there, Billy-Ray.

00:37:19:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over to the 15th now, David Frost for back-to-back birdies.  [clapping]
00:37:27:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And that moves him into a tie for 5th.
00:37:34:25

BOB PAPA:  And now, Triplett's birdie putt.

00:37:36:27

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Nice one.  Good birdie there.
00:37:37:28

BOB PAPA:  He rolls that in at 12. [clapping] Cliff Kresge missed his birdie putt.  So Triplett gets to 8 under.  But Scott McCarron's got a chance now to get to 11 under.  A good look at birdie here.
00:37:53:17

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  I love the shot that he played in here, Lanny.  Took a club that he could max out.  And under pressure, that's exactly what you want to do.  And when there is some doubt about exactly how the ball is going to travel, I think you got to hit it hard.

00:38:06:11

LANNY WADKINS:  You know, Billy-Ray, it's--it's a great thing for him to do with left hole locations, because, you know, he doesn’t want it curving left-to-right with that hole location over there.  Hitting it hard, he keeps it straighter. [cup rattles]
00:38:18:09

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  You bet. [clapping]
00:38:22:18

BOB PAPA:  Scott McCarron walks in the birdie at 12.  He's opened up a 2-shot lead at the Mastercard Japan Championship. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:38:38:13

PHIL BLACKMAR:  At the 17th now, Yoneyama with his second shot.  Had a really good round today, a couple under. [ball thunk] He lands it on the front of the green.  This is a great shot.  This could catch the slope, end up really close.
00:38:56:13

LANNY WADKINS:  About as a good a shot as we've seen here all week.

00:39:00:27

BOB PAPA:  Scott McCarron came so close two years ago.  Had the lead through 36.  Colin Montgomerie won it.  He's got a 2-shot lead playing his second into 14. [club swing]
00:39:11:28

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  A perfect angle from the righthand side.  Does not have to take on that bunker on the left.
00:39:19:18

LANNY WADKINS:  It's okay, Billy-Ray.

00:39:21:02

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That's--

00:39:20:22

LANNY WADKINS:  I wouldn't call it great.  But it's okay.

00:39:23:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yoneyama, a little tap-in for eagle. [clapping] And that gets him to 7 under, and a tie for 6th place now, in the Top 10.

00:39:32:10

LANNY WADKINS:  And Billy Ray, this, uh--McCarron could use one here.

00:39:35:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He--he really could.  Uh, it's a putt, you know--I would--his second shot, I think he left in the position where he'd like to, where he's putting back up the hill, [indistinct], his caddy.  They've given this one a long look.
00:39:55:24

BOB PAPA:  You know, I think that's one of the things, too, we've seen as Scott McCarron started to win, Lanny.  He's won 10 times since 2016, and now starting to win more and more, his confidence with the putter, as well.
00:40:09:18

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And he's also taking charge, uh, a little bit, uh, better in the final round.  With a lead, he's--he's--he's definitely in control, in command.  He knows that if he does what he wants to do, he's going to get the job done.
00:40:23:13

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, he can be firm with this putt.  It's back up the hill.
00:40:31:24

LANNY WADKINS:  Just a misread.  Oh, it went back right.  Got in.  Wow.  Looked like it had turned--

00:40:36:19

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle] He wasn't sure, Lanny.

00:40:36:21

LANNY WADKINS:  --got in the hole, Billy-Ray.

00:40:39:21

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  [Chuckle] When things are going your way.
00:40:41:05

LANNY WADKINS:  Yes.

00:40:43:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  To the green now, Darren Clark, also short of the green with his second.

00:40:47:14

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  He got a great read off of Billy Andrade.
00:40:52:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  He might have made it.  Yes, he did.  He found his range. [clapping] He's been hitting it too close.  He needs more 30-footers. [chuckle]
00:41:03:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yeah, Billy-Ray, you mentioned Triplett played a good shot in here.  This for birdie.
00:41:07:07

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Out of the left-hand rough.  Landed on the front of the green.  It rolled up nicely. [clapping] All right.  He converts.
00:41:13:07

PHIL BLACKMAR:  That gets him within 3.  He's got a chance.  He needs a hot finish.  Three holes to play.  One of those a reachable par-5.
00:41:24:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 17th now, Jerry Kelly has this for eagle. [clapping]
00:41:42:23

BOB PAPA:  Kirk Triplett's tee shot on its way to the green at 16. [clapping] Boy, has he played the par 3s spectacularly.

00:41:51:27

LANNY WADKINS:  He really has.  That's the second, or third, maybe even 4th time, he's stuck it inside the leather, it seems with a long iron.
00:42:01:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He just keeps applying the pressure of Scott McCarron, coming on that birdie back at 15, did Triplett.

00:42:07:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Billy Andrade now at 17, his third.

00:42:10:05

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Now, judging, it doesn’t look like that difficult of a bunker shot.  But he's going to have to judge the kind of how he wants to come out. Does he want to bring it out high and land it, you know, fairly soft, and let it kind of trickle over the edge?  Or does he just want to land it a little shorter, lower, and let it run down there? [club swing]
00:42:33:25

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Oh, this could work out really nice.  It needs to catch that slope.

00:42:35:25

MALE:  Nice shot, Billy.
00:42:37:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And it does, Arron. [clapping] What a beautiful play by Billy Andrade.

00:42:42:21

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Oh, that's brilliant.  Absolutely brilliant.
00:42:46:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Very aggressive through the ball, really thumped the sand nicely. [clapping]
00:42:51:09

BOB PAPA:  Kirk Triplett has played the par 3s this week at 6 under, make that 7 under. [clapping]
00:43:00:03

LANNY WADKINS:  That's in--that's an incredible number on these par 3s.  Every one of them there is probably at least 5-iron in your hand.

00:43:07:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back at the 17th, now, Scott Parel.

00:43:11:10

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Inside right, I'd say, Phil.  The greens have been absolutely flawless all week.  You get it started on the line, it's going in.

00:43:23:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Good putt there.  You're right. [clapping] Narita Golf Club has been in absolutely pristine condition this week.  The [indistinct] Golf Management has done a wonderful job.  Been wonderful hosts for us.  It's been fun here in Japan.  And now Billy Andrade with a little work left for his birdie.
00:43:40:28

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  He's holed these out very nicely, all the entire back nine, when he's had a three or four-footer, the stroke's look really good.

00:43:50:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It's a little back uphill, isn't it?

00:43:53:12

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Yeah.  I mean, he can be aggressive with this.  I mean, he doesn’t need to baby it, or anything.  There is--this is one that you--you practiced a million times in your career.

00:44:06:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Just have good pace--pace to your stroke, constant grip pressure.  This to move into a tie for 2nd. [clapping]
00:44:17:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  A little back center cut.

00:44:18:21

BOB PAPA:  Defending Champ Colin Montgomerie for his par at 18.
00:44:27:13

LANNY WADKINS:  A pretty solid week for Monty.
00:44:30:06

BOB PAPA:  You know, he--he played well on the opening round.  [clapping] And was right there, a couple off the lead. Then yesterday was just a grind.  And today, a 2-under par 70.  So Monty right now in a tie for 10th.
00:44:43:22

BOB PAPA:  The par-4 18th, a look back from behind the green down the fairway, as Billy Andrade gets set to play his second.
00:44:51:23

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And 168, Bob, coming up the hill, about three yards.  And, uh, he needs his best swing of the day right here, Lanny.
00:44:58:12

LANNY WADKINS:  He really does.  Hole location he should like.  He likes to work it [club swing] left-to-right.  Can he stay in there and make a solid swing?

00:45:05:00

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  That's wipe-y, out to the right.  And he really whiffed this one, I think, Lanny.  Yeah.
00:45:10:05

LANNY WADKINS:  That's all the way over in the rough.  That--he's going to be chipping that one.  Not a good strike there for Billy.
00:45:16:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back at 17, Scott McCarron with his second shot.

00:45:19:11

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, 220 to the front, 246 total. [club swing]
00:45:28:12

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Just the slightest of breezes from left-to-right.  Up the righthand side.  It needs to carry.

00:45:35:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And it does.  Gets--crawls onto the edge of the green.  A wonderful shot.  A chance for eagle for the leader, Scott McCarron.

00:45:43:22

LANNY WADKINS:  Billy Andrade with about 12, 14 feet for his par, moving hard left-to-right.
00:45:49:00

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  And quick, too, Lanny.

00:45:52:15

BOB PAPA:  Oh, that was a great up-and-down. [clapping]
00:45:54:14

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Fantastic par.

00:45:56:03

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  And then with the scenario of every dollar counting, that's going to count for a lot of dollars, right there.

00:46:04:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  17, McCarron for eagle.
00:46:07:05

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Well, you couldn't leave in a better spot.  Very slow coming back up the hill.  One you can be really aggressive with.
00:46:18:22

CROWD:  Oh!
00:46:18:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Very well done. [clapping] That's going to move him to 13 under par.  A 3-shot lead, unless Kirk Triplett can make his putt [clapping] with just one hole to play.

00:46:33:24

LANNY WADKINS:  A 3-shot lead is a lot more fun playing 18 than a 2-shot lead.

00:46:36:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Yep.  You do have water right there at 18--

00:46:38:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Yes.

00:46:39:06

PHIL BLACKMAR:  --back into the wind.  You got to be careful of the tee shot.

00:46:41:27

BOB PAPA:  Scott Parel and, uh, Darren Clark both have some nice opportunities here--
00:46:48:13

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, do they ever.

00:46:48:28

BOB PAPA:  --to add to that total.

00:46:49:27

LANNY WADKINS:  They hit excellent shots in here, Bob, just all over the flag.

00:46:54:10

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Hard to leave yourself an uphill putt here, though, Lanny.  I can see why there has only been one birdie.  Plus, it's just a tough hole.  But these are slick, to your point.  Playing a little defense.

00:47:02:10

LANNY WADKINS:  Downhill, moving hard to the right.  Never high enough.  A little defensive there.

00:47:08:00

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  Well, Scott, much like Darren, has kind of what could have been on the greens today. [clapping]
00:47:13:27

LANNY WADKINS:  Boy, he's putting himself in position every week, though.

00:47:18:01

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  It's uncanny.  Uh, every time I turn on the television and watch the PGA Tour Champions, he's--you see Scott Parel's name on the board.

00:47:24:24

LANNY WADKINS:  He's got some--

00:47:24:23

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  It could be--

00:47:25:22

LANNY WADKINS:  And got some, uh, courses coming up he should really like.
00:47:28:06

BOB PAPA:  It's going to be his fifth Top 10 of the year in 13 starts.
00:47:37:11

LANNY WADKINS:  A good week for Darren Clarke.  I--I still think he's sitting on a win.  He's playing a lot of good golf.  I--I just think the more he plays, the better he's getting.  He's getting his, you know, feet solidly on the ground out here.  Hits it a long way.  This is the club that has to start behaving just a little better.

00:47:55:01

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  You know where he could be dangerous later in the year, Lanny, is the Senior Players at Akron.

00:48:00:19

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  It's not that far off.  And he's playing well.

00:48:03:18

LANNY WADKINS:  He got it out there, just not far enough.  It needed more pace.  Hard to hit that putt firm enough.
00:48:11:23

ARRON OBERHOLSER:  A solid week.  He keeps building. [clapping]  He keeps building that game.

00:48:16:13

LANNY WADKINS:  And those misses and Billy Andrade's make makes him a lot of money.

00:48:21:20

BOB PAPA:  So 9 under.  He and Scott Parel tied for 4th.
00:48:27:26

BOB PAPA:  What's McCarron have left?

00:48:29:26

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  Speaking of huge.  What a tee shot.  Just 161, ball just below his feet.
00:48:36:23

LANNY WADKINS:  I would like the ball below my feet with that hole on the right.  Just aim it to the center of the green, and really go after it. [club swing]
00:49:01:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  He starts it left, trying to bring it in from the right. [ball thunk]
00:49:04:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Pretty smart--
00:49:05:03

BILLY-RAY BROWN:  That was the play with a 3-shot lead.  That's not a bad play. [clapping]
00:49:08:12

LANNY WADKINS:  No.  He didn't short side himself.  He's got putter in his hand.  That's what he wanted.
00:49:12:20

BOB PAPA:  Spectators up to the green at 18.  Cannot thank all the volunteers and the organizers enough for this trip here to Tokyo.  The PGA Tour Champions chartered a plane from Des Moines, the Principal Charity Classic.  The hotel, uh, everything has been run to perfection, from player dining in the clubhouse here at Narita Golf Club, to transportation, on time getting the players back and forth, the 50 miles or so to Narita Golf Club.  Mastercard, and everybody here at Narita Golf Club, kudos.  We bow to you for being such gracious hosts to us here this week for the Mastercard Championship.  Scott McCarron with a lengthy birdie putt here at 18.  He's got a 3-shot lead.  He's trying to close out his third win of the season.
00:50:20:26

LANNY WADKINS:  Back up the hill.  Got to give it a little bit more.  That's still a good putt. [clapping]
00:50:31:02

BOB PAPA:  It's time for our Mastercard Shot of the Tournament.  And we take you back to the par-3 12th, as Scott McCarron stood on the tee.  And look feeling a little pressure. [club swing] And when he has to step up, Lanny, he does in big spots.

00:50:48:11

LANNY WADKINS:  Yeah.  Hole location over on the left side.  So he hit a [ball thunk] very hard 8-iron in there to about two-and-a-half feet. [clapping] That was an excellent shot.  And that kind of put him in control.

00:50:58:29

BOB PAPA:  And now Scott McCarron, speak about good playing.

00:51:01:08

LANNY WADKINS:  [Chuckle] Yes.

00:51:02:02

BOB PAPA:  He's made 1.366 million dollars through the first 12 events.  And he's about to add $400,000 to that total and take a commanding lead in the Schwab Cup.  And there is a par [clapping] for Scott McCarron.  The final round, a 5-under-par 67.  Scott McCarron, the winner of the Mastercard Japan Championship.  And he's picked up his third win of the season. [music]
00:52:08:02

End of Recording
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