2013 THE PLAYERS OFFICIAL FILM

SCRIPT – FINAL 6.17.13

Music: SIR 22, # 8 Sarah's Reckoning (begin :15 in)

WHAT BEGAN AS ONE MAN’S VISION 40 YEARS AGO…

JACK INTVW “This is our own tournament, the players tournament and of course we want to build it to be as big as we possibly can.”

…HAS BEEN FORGED INTO ONE OF GOLF’S GREATEST CHAMPIONSHIPS.
1982 “Pete Dye will go for a swim today.”

IT’S THE TITLE THAT DARES THE UNDENIABLY BOLD TO CRAFT THEIR GENIUS ON PETE DYE’S MASTERPIECE.

UNMISTAKENLY ORIGINAL…THE MEMORIES BUILD.

(MONTAGE OF PAST MOMENTS EVERY 4-6 FRAMES WITH AUDIO CALLS UNDERNEATH)

2003 “This is the greatest round of his life.”

2000 “Be the right club today.”

2005  “And Scott survives…”
ON THIS, THE MOST ICONIC STAGE IN ALL OF GOLF…

NAT SOT “Better than most, BETTER THAN MOST.”

Music: SIR 26, # 1 Fear Killer
A DOZEN YEARS SINCE THOSE FATEFUL WORDS PROCLAIMED HIS GREATNESS, GOLF’S PREMIER PLAYER WAS BACK… 

Tiger Sot: “Coming here I was pretty confident of what I was doing.”
…AND DETERMINED TO RECLAIM OLD GLORY AT THE 2013 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.
Nat call: “There it is.  Tiger Woods one shot lead.”
AMONG HIS CHALLENGERS INCLUDED A PAST CHAMPION WHOSE PERFORMANCE REKINDLED AN OLD RIVALRY… 
Nat Call:  “This whole thing is starting to change.  This is going to get fun, fun, fun.”

…A 3-TIME TOUR WINNER CLINGING TO THE HOPES OF PARLAYING HIS STILL SILKY SMOOTH SWING INTO ANOTHER VICTORY BEFORE JOINING THE SENIOR SET.  

…AND A ROOKIE WHO WAS THE LEAST LIKELY AND LEAST EXPERIENCED WHO HELD ON THE LONGEST.  BUT, EACH SAW HIS DREAMS BEGIN TO FADE AT THE ULTIMATE PENULTIMATE HOLE.
Nat call: “Oh my gosh.  Are you kidding me.”
THE ROARS OF A TIGER REVERBERATE ONCE MORE ON THESE HALLOWED GROUNDS.
Nat call:  “Tiger Woods is a PLAYERS champion again.”
WELCOME TO THE PLAYERS OFFICIAL FILM 2013.

MUSIC: ACROSS THE SKY, BR 544, #23 (:18)

ON THE SURFACE, THE NARRATIVE OF THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP IS THAT OF A WORLD-CLASS EVENT FEATURING THE GAMES’ ELITE.

BUT PEEL BACK THE LAYERS AND YOU’LL FIND THAT THE TALES BEYOND THE ROPES ARE JUST AS COMPELLING.  

NATS FROM WIVES OUTING, CHEERS

MUSIC CHANGE: HOW IT GOES, BR 544, #43 (:22)

THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP IS REALLY A WEEK – LONG CELEBRATION…

NATS FROM FLYOVER

AND IT BEGINS TUESDAY MORNING WITH 2012 CHAMPION, MATT KUCHAR.
Nats from Kuchar:  Welcome back home champ….thank you it’s good to be home….

Nats from unveiling:  (Applause)

Kuchar SOT:  (03:11:30) it’s not often you really get to make your mark on history and to put my name down as the 2012 Players Champion is just awesome.

Kuchar SOT:  and now to comeback to this club house of all the clubhouses I could think of//it’s really an amazing thing to have my picture, my story up on the wall is really cool.  (Broll, Kuchar’s photo)

MUSIC CHANGE: JUST BELIEVE, BR 544, #27 (:36)

WHILE KUCHAR IS HONORED IN THE CLUBHOUSE…OUT ON PETE DYE’S VALLEY COURSE, PGA TOUR PLAYERS AND THEIR WIVES TEE IT UP FOR A LOCAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL.  
NATS CELEBRATION OF A PUTT

AMY WILSON SOT: This is such a wonderful event you get to see a different side of the players; you know usually they’re the competitors and today, the wives are the competitors and they’re there to support us.  

NATS LAIRD’S WIFE HIT GROUP YELLS: yeah

NATS ROSE:  see how the slope goes this way, you wanna hit it with the slope (GROUP LAUGHS)

NATS LAIRD’S WIFE MAKES PUTT:  golf is easy, golf is easy.

NATS ROSE’S WIFE MISSES SHORT PUTT

ROSE SOT:  Oh man we’re having a ball, I’ve never played so bad and had so much fun in my life (LAUGHS)

NATS CELEBRATION A PUTT

MUSIC CHANGE: NOT GONNA BRING ME DOWN, BR 544, #35 (:59)

WEDNESDAY KICKS OFF MILITARY APPRECIATION AT THE PLAYERS.

Pillsbury Nats from Military Outpost:  Good morning and welcome to the 2013 Patriots Outpost at the Players Championship // it’s an honor for us to be here with you to celebrate your day….

Commander Patrick Pickard, Executive Officer of Naval Station Mayport SOT:  (02:00:26)This is a big event.  The military appreciation day // it’s really about the relationship that perseveres year round between the PGA TOUR, the military and the local community.

THIS DAY FILLED WITH PAGENTRY AND EXPECTATION MARKS THE OFFICIAL START OF THE TOURNAMENT.

Nats from Commissioner:  Whether you’re a Tiger Woods or a  Dierks Bently fan or a Matt Kuchar fan, please give it up for all of our men and women in uniform! 

MUSIC CHANGE:  GIVE YOU THE WORLD, BR 544, #16 (1:23)

EXPERIENCING IT ALL FOR THE FIRST TIME IS 19-YEAR-OLD TORI MARTINEZ.   

THE NEW MEXICO TEENAGER IS LIVING WITH CYSTIC FIBROSIS AND IS A SPECIAL GUEST AT THE PLAYERS THROUGH THE MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION.

TORI SOT:  it’s been crazy, overwhelming… I got to go check out the 17th hole //really neat experience seeing it for the first time in person.  

TORI SOT:  And then Wednesday // they had us inside the ropes.

TORI SOT CONT:  Later that afternoon I got to meet Dierks Bently.  

NATS:  I actually got to meet Tiger (No way.)

TORI SOT CONT:  That was awesome.  I love country music.

TORI SOT CONT:  It’s just been incredible, I have no words to explain just how grateful and blessed I am to have this opportunity.  It’s been amazing.  

THIS AMAZING EXPERIENCE TURNS INTO A TRULY UNFORGETTABLE ONE.

FOWLER NATS:  You wanna have dinner with me?  (Oh my God, yes I would.) (Are you serious?) Yeah! (Can I have a hug?)

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE MAGICAL MOMENTS THAT MAKE UP THE 2013 PLAYERS.
TORI NATS “Let’s go have dinner with Rickie Fowler.”

(Dip to black)

BUMP 1 – INAUGURAL (1974)

Music:  SIR 22, # 22 Sarah's Reckoning

JIM MCKAY “It’s the Tournament Players Championship. It’s only for the top 144 players// on the PGA TOUR.”

40 YEARS AGO, THE INAUGURAL PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP LURED THE GAME’S ELITE TO ATLANTA COUNTRY CLUB. 

Jack birdie at 18 Nat call: “Oh goodness. // The man is really something else.“

JACK NICKLAUS CHRISTENED THE INAUGURAL CHAMPIONSHIP TO WIN THE FIRST OF HIS RECORD THREE PLAYERS VICTORIES. 

Jack:  “This is our own tournament, the players tournament and of course we want to build it to be as big as we possibly can.”
Music: JM 84, # 10 Rest Assured

TO QUALIFY FOR THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP MEANS YOU’RE AMONG THE GAME’S ELITE…THE BEST OF THE BEST.  IN THIS YEAR’S FIELD…10 PAST PLAYERS CHAMPIONS…96 PGA TOUR WINNERS…483 VICTORIES COMBINED.  

Nat sot “It’s exciting.  This is where you want to be.”

FOR THE ONES COMPETING IN THE PLAYERS FOR THE FIRST TIME…HIDING THEIR EXCITEMENT CAN BE DIFFICULT.

HAHN:  “Ladies and Gentleman, the champ is here.”

OF THE 27 FIRST TIMERS IN THIS YEAR’S FIELD, SEVEN ALREADY HAVE A WIN ON THEIR RESUME.

Nat call billy horschel win at Zurich “How about that he’s done it. Wow.”

PLAYING IN ONLY HIS NINETH TOUR EVENT, 22-YEAR OLD DERRICK ERNST QUALIFIED BY VIRTUE OF HIS WELLS FARGO CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY THE WEEK PRIOR.  

ERNST:  “This is big. Like they said this is the 5th major.  This is going to be a lot of fun playing with the best players in the world.”  ERNST:  “This is going to be the biggest tournament, obviously of my life so this is going to be a lot of fun.  I’m super-stoked for it.”
GFX:  THURSDAY 7:15 AM  

ROOKIE LUKE GUTHRIE’S FIRST EXPERIENCE CAME EARLY THURSDAY.

(NAT SOT 1ST TEE ANNOUNCER)

GUTHRIE IS ONE OF FIVE FIRST-TIMERS UNDER THE AGE OF 25.  BUT, ONE IS SURPRISINGLY THE FIELD’S OLDEST.

DALEY 17 great audio:  “Joe Daley // making his very first appearance in this championship // at the age of 52.  Pretty amazing.”

“That’s a pretty good debut at 17 I would say. I would think so.”

AT TPC SAWGRASS, HOWEVER, THEY QUICKLY LEARNED THEY’RE ONE BAD SWING AWAY FROM DISASTER.

MUSIC:  TSH 40, # 3 Twisted Reality 

17th hole reax – (Mcgirt reax, Flores reax, 17th hole flag 16:44:45)

(ERIC COMPTON AT 17 2 BALLS IN WATER, MADE QUADRUPLE BOGEY 7 AT 17)

(CASTANO AT 13 AUDIO CALL 13:37:13 

“The Spaniard playing in his first ever PLAYERS // he’s making a mess of this par 3 13th.”

ONE PLAYER MAKING HIS DEBUT AROUND THIS HALLOWED VENUE WAS ON THE VERGE OF CARVING OUT A PIECE OF HISTORY. 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  “I think every hole out here is hard.”

27-YEAR OLD GEORGIA TECH YELLOW JACKET ROBERTO CASTRO HAD THE GOLF WORLD BUZZING.

ROBERTO CASTRO:  “17 I was nervous today.  First time playing the hole; I'm sure even if it's the 100th time you're nervous.  You only get the first time once, so...

STARTING ON THE BACK NINE, HE BREEZED THROUGH “THE GAUNTLET” WITH THREE STRAIGHT BIRDIES TO TURN AT 5-UNDER 31. 

AFTER AN EAGLE AT 11 HE WAS AT 7-UNDER AND ON PACE TO BREAK THE COURSE RECORD.

ROBERTO CASTRO:  I didn't know.  But I kind of figured it was 62, 63, 64.  I thought I was somewhere around there, so...
9-UNDER PAR PLAYING THE NINTH…A 15-FOOT PUTT FOR BIRDIE WAS ALL THAT REMAINED TO SHOOT A RECORD 62. 

CASTRO BECAME THE THIRD PLAYER TO POST A 63, JOINING PAST CHAMPIONS GREG NORMAN AND RECENTLY INDUCTED HALL OF FAMER FRED COUPLES IN THE RECORD BOOKS.

PERHAPS BEING A FIRST TIMER IS SECRETLY AN ADVANTAGE.

ROBERTO CASTRO:  “Maybe.  Maybe.  I don't think anyone's figured out what the secret is to this place.”  

Music: DST 30, # 1 Seeking Solitude

PERHAPS, THE SECRET IS BEING UNAWARE YOU’RE SUPPOSED TO BE INTIMIDATED.
SUCH WAS THE CASE FOR ZACH JOHNSON IN 2005… 
Nat call “Yes.”

…WHEN HE SHOT HIS BEST ROUND AT THE PLAYERS IN HIS VERY FIRST TRY.

ZACH JOHNSON:  “I didn't see the board until must have been 17. //It doesn't overly surprise me.  There's a 9 out there just because of the conditions.”

MAKING HIS NINTH APPEARANCE, THE 2012 RUNNER-UP HAS MISSED ONLY ONE CUT AND HAS HAD FIVE TOP 25 FINISHES.  7 BIRDIES AND A BOGEY GOT THE 9-TIME TOUR WINNER INTO CONTENTION WITH AN OPENING ROUND 66.

ZACH JOHNSON:  “This is one of those courses where I can hit drivers or 3‑woods when guys are hitting 3‑woods or 3‑irons off the tee in particular, and we can still have the same club into the hole.  I like that about this Pete Dye course.  This one has always suited my eye.”

FOR RORY MCILROY, A BLACK EYE IS WHAT THIS COURSE HAS GIVEN HIM.  MAKING HIS FOURTH PLAYERS START, MCILROY HAS MISSED EVERY CUT IN HIS THREE PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS.

THE 24-YEAR OLD IRISHMAN HAS HAD A MERCURIAL START TO HIS 2013 SEASON AND ENTERED THIS WEEK WITHOUT A LOT OF EXPECTATIONS. 

THURSDAY RORY SOTS: 1:13:18 “I'm definitely a lot more relaxed coming in here this year.  I guess in a way whatever I do this week I'll do better than I ever have before, because I've played well and I am playing well.  I feel like I've got the game to contend.”

MCILROY’S 66 SET THE TONE FOR THE COMPETITIVE WEEK.  IT WAS THE FIRST TIME HE’D BROKEN PAR IN SEVEN ROUNDS ON THE STADIUM COURSE.  

THURSDAY RORY SOTS.1:10:12 “Really happy with how I played and how I hit the ball out there.  We just need to keep doing that for the next three days.”

Music: WOM 254, # 38 Pocket Rocket (a) (30)

MID FIRST ROUND LEADERBOARD :15

1 
Roberto Castro


   
63/-9 

 

T2
Rory McIlroy 


  
  
66/-6 

 

T2 
Zach Johnson




66/-6
  
 

T4 
Steve Stricker 


  
  
67/-5 

T4
Hunter Mahan




67/-5


T4
Casey Wittenberg



67/-5

MORE THAN HALF THE FIELD WHO PLAYED EARLY BROKE PAR, A RARITY AT THIS CHAMPIONSHIP.  LIKE CASTRO, CASEY WITTENBERG, THE 2012 WEB.COM TOUR PLAYER OF THE YEAR, MADE HIS FIRST PLAYERS APPEARANCE A GOOD ONE.  HE JOINED VETERANS STEVE STRICKER AND HUNTER MAHAN AT 5-UNDER.
MUSIC CHANGE: Music: DST 30, # 3 Trekking

IT WAS A DAY FOR SCORING…MICHAEL THOMPSON RECORDED ONLY THE 6TH HOLE-IN-ONE AT THE LONG PAR 3 8TH.

Nat Call “Hasn’t been one here since the year 2000.”

AND JASON DUFNER ADDED SOME HEROICS OF HIS OWN.  

Nat call:  “After a dangerous tshot, look at this.  That is pure.  Dufner yeah, with an eagle two just the third eagle two at the 18th ever.”

THE MARQUEE PAIRING OF THE AFTERNOON…2012 FEDEXCUP WINNER BRANDT SNEDECKER, DEFENDING PLAYERS CHAMP MATT KUCHAR AND THE WORLD NUMBER ONE WHO HAS 3 WINS ALREADY THIS YEAR.

Nat first tee announce call “Ladies and Gentleman.  First on the tee, winner of the 2001 PLAYERS championship, from the United States, Tiger Woods.” 

SUCCESS HAS ELUDED WOODS IN THIS CHAMPIONSHIP.  HE HAS ONLY ONE WIN IN 15 CAREER STARTS AT THE PLAYERS…WELL BELOW HIS TOUR AVERAGE OF WINNING ONE IN EVERY FOURTH START.

TIGER WOODS 1:  “I missed all the shots in the correct spots today and left myself some easier up‑and‑downs here.  Up‑and‑downs really aren't too easy around here, but I left myself some good spots where I had a little bit of green to work with.” 

THUR NET Tiger bird at 12 Nat call: “Alright Tiger Woods now and this for 4 in a row for him.  8 one putts through the first 11 holes that’ll get it.”

TIGER WOODS:  “I made a couple key putts here and there, and I really took care of the par‑5s.  I birdied all of them today, which is nice.”

AS WOODS STRIDED TO THE 18TH TEE, HE WAS ON THE VERGE OF ACCOMPLISHING SOMETHING HE’D NEVER DONE IN HIS STORIED CAREER…PLAY A BOGEY-FREE ROUND AT TPC SAWGRASS.

Nat call: Now he wished he hadn’t smashed it quite as 100% flushed it.” 
ANOTHER CHIP AND A SHORT BOGEY PUTT WASN’T THE ENDING HE WANTED, BUT HE TAKES SOLACE IN A 5-UNDER 67, HIS BEST OPENING ROUND SCORE IN 16 STARTS AT THE PLAYERS.

TIGER WOODS END:  “This is a tricky golf course.  It doesn't take much to make a bogey around here. // I'm sure that most of the guys throughout their careers really haven't had too many other days that are spotless on their cards.”

Music: WOM 254, # 43 Perfect Days (a) (30)

END OF 1ST ROUND LEADERBOARD
1 
Roberto Castro


   
63/-9 

 

T2
Rory McIlroy 


  
  
66/-6 

 

T2 
Zach Johnson




66/-6
  
 

T4 
Steve Stricker 


  
  
67/-5 

T5
Hunter Mahan




67/-5


T5
Casey Wittenberg



67/-5

T5
Tiger Woods




67/-5

T5
Ryan Palmer




67/-5

T5
Webb Simpson



67/-5

67 WAS THE BEST THE AFTERNOON COULD MUSTER AS WOODS IS JOINED BY RYAN PALMER AND REIGNING U.S. OPEN CHAMP WEBB SIMPSON.  WITH WOODS AND MCILROY IN THE MIX, COULD THIS FINALLY FUEL THE TOP TWO PLAYERS IN THE WORLD TO IGNITE IN RIVAL FASHION? 

(dip to black)
BUMP 2 – 10 YEARS (1983)

Music:  SIR 22, # 22 Sarah's Reckoning

HE WAS CALLED “THE BEAR APPARENT”…THE NEXT NICKLAUS.  AT 26, HAL SUTTON, BIRDIED THE TREACHEROUS ISLAND GREEN 17TH ALL FOUR ROUNDS EN ROUTE TO VICTORY.

“That’s a true test of nerve and skill right there.  And youth.”

17 YEARS LATER, HE WON HIS SECOND PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP DEFEATING TIGER WOODS IN DRAMATIC FASHION.

“Be the right club.  Be the right club today. Yes.”

MUSIC:  DST #7, WATER STRIDER

FRIDAY SIGNALS THE START OF THE WEEKEND AT TPC SAWGRASS, AND FANS FILE IN EARLY TO CATCH A GLIMPSE OF GREATNESS.

ALL EYES ARE ON THE 10TH TEE IN ANTICIPATION OF TWO EARLY MORNING PAIRINGS.

FIRST OFF, IN THE 8:29 GROUPING, 2008 PLAYERS CHAMPION…

Music fades

NATS FRIDAY CAM C GARCIA  10.1:  Sergio Garcia…(APPLAUSE)

THE 33-YEAR-OLD SPANIARD IS IN GOOD FORM AFTER AN OPENING ROUND 68.

MUSIC:  JM 53, #5, LET ME IN
THE ENERGY IS PALPABLE AS THE 8:39 PAIRING TAKES THE TEE.  TIED FOR 54TH AFTER ROUND ONE, MATT KUCHAR AND BRANDT SNEDEKER HAVE WORK TO DO….WHILE TIGER WOODS SITS COMFORTABLY IN A TIE FOR 4TH.

THREE TEE SHOTS…THREE BALLS IN THE FAIRWAY…A PROMISING START FOR THIS STAR – STUDDED GROUP.

Music fades

BUILDING ON HIS BIRDIE / EAGLE START, ENGLAND’S LEE WESTWOOD PICKS UP ANOTHER SHOT AT THE PAR-4 12TH TO GET TO 7-UNDER PAR.

MUSIC: JM 53, #3, ICELAND AWAKE, 
ADDING THREE MORE BIRDIES TO HIS ROUND, WESTWOOD POSTS A BOGEY – FREE 6-UNDER, 66.

WESTWOOD SOT QQ #1:  I played pretty much how I played yesterday, very solid, hit a lot of fairways, hit a lot of greens.  I haven’t made a bogey yet this week.  Just //very patient and played into the right areas.

Music fades

SERGIO GARCIA MAKES THE TURN AT 2-UNDER ON HIS ROUND, BUT BOGIES THE PAR 4, 1ST.   HE FINDS BETTER LUCK AT THE PAR 5, 2ND.

MUSIC:  HOT WATER, DST 31, #5

SPARKING AN INCREDIBLE BACK-NINE RUN WITH BIRDIES ON 5 OF THE NEXT 6 HOLES.

GARCIA CLOSES WITH A 7-UNDER, 65 AND A TWO-SHOT LEAD MIDWAY THROUGH ROUND TWO.

Music fades

GARCIA SOT QQ #1:  On the back nine I played well, probably not as well as the front nine, but I started rolling the putts in.  I just got in a good rhythm on the greens. Had a good feel for it, and every putt just wanted to drop.

MUSIC:  HAVING FUN, DST 31, #3

DISPLAYING HIS OWN MASTERY OF THE STADIUM COURSE TIGER WOODS ALSO MAKES A RUN ON THE CLOSING NINE…BEGINNING WITH AN EAGLE AT THE 2ND …

AND ENDING WITH A BIRDIE AT THE PAR 5, 9TH …

WOODS 9.4 FRIDAY NET BIRDIE CALL:  Double digits again, to 10-under goes Woods…so he has bettered his 36-hole opening total here by six shots.

WOODS IS 8-UNDER ON THE PAR 5’S THROUGH HIS OPENING TWO ROUNDS AT TPC SAWGRASS AND HEADS INTO THE WEEKEND JUST ONE BEHIND SERGIO GARCIA.

TIGER SOT QQ #1 & #9:  I managed my game well.  All those shots that I’ve missed were in the correct spots, which is always nice // and I’ve handled the par 5s really well the first couple of days. // (#9) That’s the thing, all the par 5s are reachable….9 normally isn’t but it’s blowing downwind // if you // take advantage of the par 5s you can shoot some good numbers here.  

MID-ROUND LEADERBOARD

1 
Sergio Garcia



   
65/-11 

 

2
Tiger Woods 


  
  
67/-10 

 

T3 
Lee Westwood



66/-9
  
 

T3 
Zach Johnson 


  
  
7  /-9

T3
Kevin Chappell




66/-9


6
Ryan Palmer




69/-8

GARCIA’S 7-UNDER SETS THE MORNING STANDARD, AND THE SPANIARD  MAINTAINS HIS ONE-SHOT ADVANTAGE MIDWAY THROUGH THE SECOND ROUND TYING HIS BEST ROUND AT THE PLAYERS WITH A 7-UNDER, 65.  

TRT 3:00

ROUND 2 – AFTERNOON ACTION

TRT 4:32

MUSIC:  DST 31, #4 LOOKING FOR TROUBLE

FIRST ROUND LEADER ROBERTO CASTRO FEELS THE STING THE STADIUM COURSE IN THE AFTERNOON…

CASTRO 12.5 BOGEY NET:  At 12, Castro with a putt for a bogey, it is coming unraveled, 6-over par for 12 holes, amazing how quickly it can turn in the wrong direction on this golf course.

HE STRUGGLES WITH 5 BOGIES AND A DOUBLE ON THE DAY AND FINISHES WITH A 6-OVER, 78….BUT AT LEAST HE’S STILL IN THE GAME.

MUSIC:  KPM 806, #10, WIDE OPEN SPACES

CASTRO IS JOINED BY NINE OTHER FIRST-TIMERS TO MAKE THE CUT INCLUDING 21-YEAR OLD KOREAN SEUNG YUL NOH, 2012 WEB.COM TOUR PLAYER OF THE YEAR CASEY WITTENBERG, AND SOUTH AFRICAN BRANDEN GRACE.

Grace SOT 2: It’s been great.  It’s been a great year so far and playing in my first PLAYERS and hopefully I can learn a little bit from this and take it forward.”
AMONG THOSE GOING HOME…NORTH EAST FLORIDA RESIDENT BILLY HORSCHEL…ENDING HIS TOUR LEADING 23 CONSECUTIVE CUTS MADE STREAK.  

MUSIC: DST 31, #9, MARKING TIME

CASEY WITTENBERG MAY BE PLAYING TPC SAWGRASS FOR THE FIRST TIME UNDER CHAMPIONSHIP CONDITIONS …BUT HIS NERVES DON’T SHOW IT.  

WITTENBERG 17 NET:  Nice birdie there, bombs are going in now!

THE 28–YEAR–OLD POSTS A 3-UNDER 69 CLIMBING INTO A TIE FOR 6TH.

WITTENBERG 7.3 BIRDIE NET:  Casey Wittenberg now back to 8-under, within 3 of Sergio Garcia…
WITTENBERG QQ SOT:  I got some balls up and down, maybe made a few more putts from 10 to 15 feet and was able to just kind of hang in there. // I’ll have to play a little bit cleaner on the weekend in order to keep progressing forward.

MUSIC:  DST 22, #12 MIGRATION (:25 IN)

ANOTHER FRESH FACE MAKING A MOVE IN HIS DEBUT AT THE PLAYERS…SWEDEN’S DAVID LINGMERTH.  

LINGMERTH 15.2 APP NET:  He’s a player that’d missed 5 cuts in a row coming into this event…and found something!  

LINGMERTH FINISHES WITH 5 BIRDIES AND 1 BOGIE ON HIS CARD MATCHING HIS FIRST ROUND SCORE WITH A 4-UNDER, 68.

THE AFTERNOON’S MARQUEE MATCH UP TAKES THE 1ST TEE AT 1:49 PM…THE PAIRING OF RORY MCILROY, STEVE STRICKER AND ADAM SCOTT DRAWS IN THE LATE-AFTERNOON CROWDS.

MUSIC: DST 30, #20, THROUGH THE GRASSLANDS

IN HIS FIRST START SINCE WINNING THE MASTERS SCOTT CARVES UP TPC SAWGRASS WITH ACCURATE IRON PLAY.  

THE 2004 PLAYERS CHAMPION HIT 12 OF 14 FAIRWAYS AND 15 OF 18 GREENS IN REGULATION IN ROUND TWO.

SCOTT 17.2 NET:  Alright good putt, Adam Scott taking advantage of a well placed shot, he gets it to 8 under par…

THE 32 – YEAR – OLD AUSSIE FINISHES WITH A 4-UNDER PAR 68, BESTING HIS FIRST ROUND SCORE BY ONE STROKE.

SCOTT QQ SOT #1:  …I’ve hit it fairly well all year // but that’s the idea.  That’s what I’m practicing for.  I’m trying to keep it as consistent as I can. // QQ LAST SOT:  if I keep striking it well, I do like my chances because I feel like I’m kind of wearing the course down a little bit.

MUSIC:  DED 134, #6, AVENGERS

AFTER STRUGGLING ON THE FRONT NINE WITH BOGIES AT 7, 8 AND 9…

RORY MCILROY REBOUNDS ON THE BACK NINE…STARTING WITH A BIRDIE AT THE PAR 4, 10TH…

MCILROY 10.2 APP NET / ALMOST HOLES OUT:  From 142, looks alright doesn’t it?  Ohhhh weeeeee how did that not?

HE GETS ANOTHER STROKE BACK ON 12.

MCILROY 12.2 APP NET:  “it should have some spin and it does.  McIlroy with two brilliant iron shots at 10 and now at 12….

THE 24-YEAR-OLD NORTHERN IRISHMAN BATTLES BACK TO AN EVEN PAR 72, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, HE’S MADE THE CUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 4 STARTS AT TPC SAWGRASS.

MCILROY QQ 2ND TO LAST SOT:  I’m still in there.  I mean I’ve made the cut, which I’m delighted about so //I mean  I just need to go out there and play the way I know I can play and hopefully make a bit of a run and make some ground up on the leaders.

MUSIC:  STT 23, #10, ROAD TRIP

END-ROUND LEADERBOARD

1 
Sergio Garcia



   
65/-11 

 

2
Tiger Woods 


  
  
67/-10 

 

T3 
Lee Westwood



66/-9
  
 

T3
Kevin Chappell




66/-9


T3 
Henrik Stenson



67/-9

T6
Ryan Palmer




69/-8

T6 
Casey Wittenberg



69/-8

T6
David Lingmerth



68/-8

AT THE CLOSE OF ROUND TWO 18 PLAYERS ARE WITHIN 3 SHOTS OF THE LEAD INCLUDING CURRENT MAJOR CHAMPIONS ADAM SCOTT, WEBB SIMPSON AND RORY MCILROY.  BUT THEY’RE ALL CHASING 2008 PLAYERS CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA .

NOTABLES MISSING THE CUT LEADERBOARD

AMONG THOSE NOT TEEING IT UP AT TPC SAWGRASS IN ROUND THREE…2007 PLAYERS CHAMPION PHIL MICKELSON, REIGNING BRITSH OPEN CHAMPION ERNIE ELS, AND PONTE VEDRA RESIDENT, JIM FURYK…AND RICKIE FOWLER WILL NOT BE REPEATING LAST YEAR’S PERFORMANCE.  THE FAN FAVORITE FINISHED TIED FOR 2ND IN 2012…IN HIS ONLY MADE CUT AT THE PLAYERS IN 4 STARTS.

(dip to black)
BUMP 3 – 20 YEARS (1993) 

Music:  SIR 22, # 22 Sarah's Reckoning
NICK PRICE CAME TO THE 1993 PLAYERS PLAYING THE BEST GOLF OF HIS LIFE.  COMING ON THE HEELS OF WINNING HIS FIRST MAJOR, PRICE PUT ON A CLINIC IN THE FINAL ROUND OF THE PLAYERS. 

Nat call: “What a wonderful golf shot. That’s brilliant. Just brilliant.”

93 nick sot “This has been a championship that I’ve really wanted to win ever since the first time I played in it.  This means so much to us.  This is our event. // I’m really proud to be the PLAYERS champion.”

NATS:  ESPN LATIN AMERICA INTRO:   (SUBITITLES??) “Good afternoon.  Welcome to Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida.”

Music: WOM 300, # 15 Against the Odds

IN ANY LANGUAGE IT’S THIRD ROUND COVERAGE OF THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.  BROADCAST TO 224 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES AND MORE THAN 830 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS IN 32 LANGUAGES.  SATURDAY AT THE PLAYERS CAPTIVATES TV AUDIENCES AROUND THE GLOBE.

FRANCOIS-ETIENNE CORBIN – RDS CANADA 1:12:14 “It’s important for our viewers to see that we are on site.”  1:12:28 “For us to be here is an important part of the broadcast.”

SEBASTIAN AUDOUX 1- GOLF PLUS FRANCE 1:07:09 “You don’t do the same commentary on site as when you are in Paris because you can see stuff that you don’t see on the small screen.”

PACO ALEMAN-ESPN LATIN AMERICA 1:02:27 “To feel the tension and the nerves of the players and the excitement of the people watching the golf tournament it’s really something, especially the last three holes, 16, 17 and 18.”

HENRIK KNUDSEN-VIASAT GOLF (DENMARK) 1 1:27:11 “They want this to be the best for the players, for the viewers // and it shows in the broadcast as well.”

Music: NIGHT 126, # 38 Kick It

PACO ALEMAN – ESPN LATIN AMERICA 1:02:50 “It’s a first time for us at THE PLAYERS // and have the opportunity to tell the fans all over Latin America about what happened on the golf course and what pin placement is difficult and what shot is impossible to do so to be here is really fantastic.”
SILVIA BERTOLACCINI – ESPN LATIN AMERICA 1:00:59 “When the players see this tournament as an elite event, we see it the same way.”

1:06:37-1:06:57  FRENCH ANNOUNCERS INTRO OC

(Talking about Sergio and Tiger)

CARLO BLANCHARD – RDS CANADA 1:11:05 “Everybody is talking about Tiger and Sergio of course. This is one of the best match we can expect really.  Two very popular guys and 

FRANCOIS-ETIENNE CORBIN – RDS CANADA  1:13:20 “I think we’ve got everything set up to have a memorable weekend here.”
CARLO BLANCHARD – RDS CANADA “I just can’t wait to see what’s going to happen this afternoon.”
Music Fades

GARCIA 1.1 NATS INTRO AND TEE:  Ladies and gentleman introducing our 2:40 starting time, first on the tee, winner of the 2008 Players Championship, from Spain Sergio Garcia…

WHILE THE BUZZ AROUND THIS EPIC MATCH UP REACHES ITS CRESCENDO ON THE FIRST TEE….

TIGER 1.1 NATS INTRO AND TEE:  next on the tee winner of the 2001 Players Championship, from the United States,Tiger Woods….

…..OTHER STORYLINES ARE DEVELOPING ON THE STADIUM COURSE.

MUSIC:  KOS 249, #4 NEW HOPE

NONE MORE SURPRISING THAN THE EMERGENCE OF VETERAN JEFF MAGGERT.  

NATS MAGGERT BIRDIE AT 16 NET:  Maggert chance to tie the lead at 10-under…how about this // 49-year-old Jeff Maggert finds himself atop the leaderboard.

THE 3-TIME PGA TOUR CHAMPION FIRES A 6-UNDER 66, FINISHING WITH 7 BIRDIES AND JUST 1 BOGEY ON HIS CARD, AND SITS AT 9-UNDER FOR THE TOURNAMENT.

MAGGERT SOT #1:  The game plan for the weekend was to try and get somewhere to 10, 11, 12-under, but I didn’t expect to do most of that today.  So hopefully another solid round tomorrow and we’ll see what happens.

MUSIC CHANGE:  KOS 249, #7 CLEAN ENERGY

MEANWHILE, BACK ON THE PAR 5 2ND HOLE, TIGER WOODS PULLS AHEAD OF SERGIO GARCIA.

TIGER 2.4 NET:  That is a heck of an up and down from the bunker…and Tiger moves to 11-under, 9-under on the par 5s, well that’s why he’s number 1 on the Tour in putting….

GARCIA 2.5 NET:  Right now Garcia for par to stay tied with Tiger…this one up hill, a putt to hit firmly…And again I don’t think there’s much break in it.  May try to go a shade right but I can’t see much.  So it takes Tiger all of two holes to pass Garcia and take sole possession of the lead.

A BOGEY FOR TIGER AT THE PAR 3, 3RD HOWEVER AND IT’S BACK TO ALL SQUARE.
TIGER 3.3 NET:  He misses these about one out of a hundred…that’s his first 3-putt this week.  Wow.  Yup that is a wowzer…I guess that is “the one.”

WITH THE EYES OF THE WORLD FOCUSED ON THESE TWO TITANS….WOODS AND GARCIA TRADE PARS ON THE NEXT THREE HOLES.
TWO GROUPS AHEAD RYAN PALMER IS LOSING GROUND.

PLAYING WITH A HEAVY HEART AFTER THE DEATH OF A CLOSE FRIEND ON THE EVE OF THE SECOND ROUND, PALMER DROPS TWO SHOTS IN HIS FIRST FIVE HOLES.
BUT HIS PLAYING PARTNER, 2009 PLAYERS CHAMPION, HENRIK STENSON IS QUIETLY CARVING UP THE FRONT NINE OF THE STADIUM COURSE.

MUSIC CHANGE: DST 20, #13 NEUTRALITY

SHOW STENSON SET UP FROM FIELD, THEN 6.2 APP FOR BROLL

STENSON 6.3 BIRDIE NATS:  A chance for the outright lead, Stenson, Stenson, nice!  And He has found his putter.

THE SWEDE TAKES THE LEAD AT 11-UNDER BEFORE WEATHER DISRUPTS PLAY.

NATS HORN BLOWS, SAT NET (show stenson walking off course, riding off in cart first, HORN):  …play suspended at this Players Championship…

MINI…MID-ROUND LEADERBOARD
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LEADERBOARD COPY

MAGGERT’S 6-UNDER, 66 SETS THE BAR FOR DAY THREE.  BUT THREE FORMER CHAMPIONS ARE IN THE HUNT AS STENSON, WOODS AND GARCIA TRY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE RAIN SOFTENED STADIUM COURSE AS PLAY RESUMES IN THE AFTERNOON AFTER AN HOUR AND 48 MINUTE WEATHER DELAY.
MUSIC CHANGE: KOS 249, #16 SOLAR POWER
WITH CLEAR SKIES PLAY RESUMES AND 2012 WEB.COM TOUR PLAYER OF THE YEAR CASEY WITTENBERG CHARGES UP THE LEADERBOARD…

WITTENBERG 17.1 TEE SHOT NATS:  That’s a cool shot, yea really well played.

…BIRDYING 3 OF HIS NEXT 6 HOLES.

WITTENBERG 17.2 BIRDIE:  And he’s got it, nice little comeback for Casey Wittenberg, birdies at 16 and 17 and he’s 9-under par, 3 off the lead.
MUSIC CHANGE:
WITH ONE HOLE LEFT TO COMPLETE ON SUNDAY MORNING, WITTENBERG IS WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE…OF PLAYING PARTNER DAVID LINGMERTH.  

LINGMERTH 16.3  EAGLE:  Lingmerth with a chance to share the lead, little left to right break…how about this? Lingmerth coming on strong.

AFTER MISSING 5 OF HIS LAST 6 CUTS LEADING UP TO THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP, LINGMERTH FINDS HIMSELF ALONE ATOP THE LEADERBOARD.

LINGMERTH 17.2 BIRDIE:  Got it!  Man I tell ya, this guy can putt, just poured it in there…got a two shot lead.

LINGMERTH SOT #1:  Obviously thrilled to be in this position.  It’s going to be a fun day tomorrow.  I played really solid all week // but today I was hitting the ball pretty good.  I had a few misses out there and short sided myself a couple of times, but I was able to make some putts and keep my round going, so feeling good.

AFTER THE STORMS HENRIK STENSON PICKS UP EXACTLY WHERE HE LEFT OFF…

STENSON 9.4 BIRDIE PUTT:  And Stenson has a two –shot lead. 

BUT HE FALTERS ON THE BACK NINE WITH BOGIES AT 11 AND 15… AND SCRAMBLES FOR A PAR ON THE STADIUM COURSE’S EASIEST HOLE…THE PAR 5, 16TH.

STENSON 16.5 NATS:  Alright he’s in for a 5, so Stenson will remain at 10-under.

STENSON SOT:  It’s more down to me doing my stuff and staying mentally where I need to be and then be committed to shots, and it’s always like that when you come to the back nine.  That’s when it’s going to be decided, and you might need to push a little bit but hopefully you’re in a good position already.

STENSONS’ PLAYING PARTNER, RYAN PALMER, TURNS HIS GAME AROUND AFTER THE BREAK.

PALMER:  Looking to start with two straight birdies after the delay and that’s exactly what Palmer’s done he’s gone birdie – birdie at 9 and 10 to get to 8-under within 4.

WITH JUST TWO HOLES REMAINING HE MOVES TO 9–UNDER.

PALMER 16.4 NATS:  Palmer 3 off the lead…and they will start their day tomorrow morning at the famed island green. 
PALMER SOT from XM radio:  “How have you been able to keep your concentration going?”  You know just talking to a lot of friends and family and when I get inside the ropes I just kind of block out the outside world from there.  // When we’re done we can kind of focus on life.”
MUSIC CHANGE: KOS 298, #18 BELIEVE IN PROGRESS
THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON THE DAY’S FINAL DUO ATTACK TPC SAWGRASS WITH CONTRASTING STYLES…BUT THE RESULTS ARE THE SAME.

TIGER IS STEADY HITTING 11 OF 14 GREENS IN REGULATION.  HE CLOSES WITH 11 STRAIGHT PARS AND SITS COMFORTABLY AT 10-UNDER THROUGH 14 HOLES. 

TIGER SOT: this is a big event and conditions are tough, they’re tricky and I’ve done well in big events, and I think that understanding how to play and how to play // and manage my way around the golf course certainly helps. 
GARCIA’S ROUND ISN’T SO STEADY.  AS DARKNESS FALLS…TWO BIRDIES, TWO BOGIES DROP SERGIO TO 10-UNDER AND GIVE THE LEAD, AT LEAST TEMPROARILY, TO LINGMERTH.

GARCIA 14.4 PAR SAVE NATS:  Sergio Garcia now from 21’ trying to save par…so a drop shot for Sergio, that puts David Lingmerth in the lead…

END-OF-DAY LEADERBOARD
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LEADERBOARD COPY:

WITH ROUND THREE SUSPENDED BECAUSE OF DARKNESS, FIVE OF THE TOP 10 ON THE LEADERBOARD WILL TEE IT UP EARLY SUNDAY MORNING.  DAVID LINGMERTH AND CASEY WITTENBERG FACE THE TOUGH 18TH; HENRIK STENSON AND RYAN PALMER WILL PICK UP THEIR ROUNDS ON 17; WHILE TIGER WOODS AND SERGIO GARCIA STILL HAVE FOUR HOLES TO FINISH.
(dip to black)

BUMP 4 – 30 YEARS (2003)

Music:  SIR 22, # 22 Sarah's Reckoning
IT WAS TOUTED AS ONE OF THE GREATEST FINAL ROUNDS IN PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP HISTORY.

03 davis eagle at 16 “This might be the best round he’s played in his life.  He’s got a chance to go 8-under par for the day in terrible conditions.”

“This may be one of the best rounds ever by anybody.”

IN COLD, BLUSTERY CONDITIONS, DAVIS LOVE III, THE 1992 CHAMPION, BLISTERED THE FIELD FIRING A BRILLIANT 64 TO WIN BY SIX.

Nat call:  “Davis Love has won the PLAYERS Championship again.”

Music: DST 35, # 6 Eye Witness  Music: DST 22, # 14 Big Blue Marble

AS DARKNESS TURNS TO DAWN…A NEW DAY BRINGS RENEWED HOPE FOR IMPENDING GLORY.

IT’S SUNDAY AT THE PLAYERS.  ANOTHER ATTENDANCE RECORD IS SET AS FANS MAKE THEIR WAY TO THE TPC SAWGRASS.  EXPECTATIONS ARE HIGH OF WITNESSING AN ELECTRIFYING FINAL ROUND.  PINK PREVAILS AS MANY PROUDLY DISPLAY THEIR COLORS IN HONOR OF MOTHER’S DAY.
Music: SIR 22, # 4 Moon Child

SUNDAY BROKE EARLY FOR SERGIO GARCIA, TIGER WOODS AND SIX OTHERS WHO HAD TO RESTART THE THIRD ROUND AT 7:10 AM AFTER SATURDAY’S STORM DELAYED ACTION TO EARLY SUNDAY.

WITH A TWO SHOT LEAD, ROOKIE DAVID LINGMERTH BEGINS HIS DAY IN UNFAMILIAR TERRITORY.

DAVID LINGMERTH:  “I was in the lead in a few events out there on the Web.com, // So I know that it could be a little bit different to win THE PLAYERS versus a Web.com event, but it's just a golf tournament.  I'm just going to try to win it.”
THE THREE PLAYERS BEHIND HIM ON THE LEADERBOARD ARE NAMED STENSON, GARCIA AND WOODS AND ALL HAVE WON HERE BEFORE.

DAVID LINGMERTH:  “I'm aware of where they're at.  // I know they're going to try to hunt me down, of course.”

WITH ONLY THE PAR 4 18TH LEFT TO PLAY TO COMPLETE HIS THIRD ROUND, A COSTLY BOGEY DROPS LINGMERTH TO 11 UNDER.

WOODS AND GARCIA RISE UP TO TIE HIM.  WOODS MADE ONE BIRDIE, GARCIA TWO IN THE CLOSING FOUR HOLES. 

ANNC  NAT –“Got it.  Woods to 11 under par…now tied with Lingmerth.”

ANNC NAT –“This is a good looking line.  Ohhh. Just got a little noisier. It sure did. Glances off the flagstick.”

ANNC NAT – “Well, 17’s been pretty good to him.”

Music: WOM 254, # 39 Standing Tall (a) (30)

THIRD ROUND LEADERBOARD
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THE FINAL ROUND OF THE 2013 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP COULDN’T HAVE BEEN SCRIPTED ANY BETTER…WITH ITS HEROES AND VILLAINS AND CINDERELLA STORYS, THE PLOT OF THIS DRAMA IS NOW WRITTEN…YET, HOW IT UNFOLDS STILL UNPREDICTABLE.

Music: DST 31, # 5 Hot Water

SUNDAY’S AFTERNOON SHOWDOWN IS SET.  TWO FORMER CHAMPIONS.  TWO TOUR ROOKIES.  BUDDING CAREERS.  A RIVALRY RENEWED.  A PARADOX OF STYLE, BUT A LIKENESS OF CIRCUMSTANCE WITH TROUBLE LURKING FROM EVERY ANGLE. 
JUST ANOTHER SUNDAY AT THE PLAYERS.

ANNC NAT – “First on the tee, winner of the 2001 Players Championship, Tiger Woods.”

Music: 
IN THE LAST SIX YEARS, NO 54-HOLE LEADER HAS GONE ON TO WIN. YET, IN HIS CAREER TIGER’S HELD OR SHARED THE THIRD ROUND LEAD 55 TIMES…HE’S WON 51 OF THEM.

BUT, RIGHT OUT OF THE GATE, IT WAS DAVID WHO STOOD UP TO GOLIATH.

SUN LINGMERTH 1.3 BIRD –“See how his nerves are. Good looking putt. Is it going to break? Yes. What a start for Lingmerth.”

HE THEN HAD ANOTHER LOOK AT BIRDIE AT THE PAR 5 SECOND.

SUN LINGMERTH 2.4 “Could it be a birdie, birdie start for the Cinderella story here?”

A MISSED OPPORTUNITY…BUT, MIDNIGHT HAS YET TO STRIKE.

RANKED 429TH COMING INTO THE TOURNAMENT, JEFF MAGGERT COULD BECOME THE OLDEST TO WIN THE PLAYERS.

SUN MAGGERT 3.2 BIRD  “Boy what a story this would be the 49-year old in contention. And he gets it to 10-under Jeff Maggert making his presence very well known here.”

Music: DST 30, # 9 Across The Horizon

IT’S BEEN A DOZEN YEARS SINCE TIGER LAST WON HERE.  HE WAS PLAYING THE BEST GOLF OF HIS LIFE THEN.  MANY HAVE WONDERED IF HE WOULD EVER GET BACK TO HIS TIGERLIKE FORM.  BY ALL INDICATIONS, WITH SEVEN VICTORIES IN HIS LAST 22 STARTS, HE WAS.

SUN TIGER 4.2 “He’s due to make one.  He’s been all over the edges.  There it is.  Tiger Woods to 13-under par one shot lead.”

TIGER SOT "It was a tough battle," "This golf course has been a little bit tricky over the years, and I'm not the only one who's struggled with it. It's a tough course. Fortunately, I've been playing really well, and the last tournament I played in, I played really well. So coming here I was pretty confident in what I was doing.”

AFTER A BOGEY AT 6 DROPS HIM BACK INTO A TIE WITH LINGMERTH, TIGER IMMEDIATELTY REBOUNDS AT 7.

SUN TIGER 7.3 ‘There’s been nobody on the PGA TOUR better this year than Tiger from 15-20 feet.” 

THE BIRDIE AT 7 GIVES TIGER THE LEAD BY HIMSELF.  HE’S 11-UNDER ON THE PAR 5’S THIS WEEK, BUT ONLY MANAGES PARS AT 9 AND 11 TO REMAIN AT 13-UNDER.

GARCIA AND LINGMERTH, HOWEVER, FAIL TO CAPITALIZE.

SUN SERGIO AND LINGMERTH “And Sergio just catches the edge but now has fallen three back.  Lingmerth also for par.  So the two guys that were tied with Tiger both bogey the 10th and both fall 3 back.”
MEANWHILE, HENRIK STENSON AND RYAN PALMER HAVE BOTH CLAWED THEIR WAY BACK INTO CONTENTION.  STENSON WITH THREE CONSECUTIVE BIRDIES AT 9, 10 AND 11.  PALMER ALSO BIRDIES THREE STRAIGHT AT 10, 11, AND 12 AND BOTH ARE AT 11-UNDER.
Palmer nat call “Ryan Palmer knocks that in for birdie.”
Music: DST 30, # 10 Dusty's Joyride

AFTER FOUR CONSECUTIVE PARS, TIGER GOT BACK ON TRACK WITH A BIRDIE AT 12 TO TAKE A 2-SHOT LEAD. 
Nat call “He’s always had a flair for the moment and it appears he’s going to make it another victory and another big milestone.”

TIGER WON IN HIS 100TH AND 200TH STARTS ON THE PGA TOUR.  COULD HE MAKE HIS 300TH START HIS 78TH CAREER VICTORY HERE AT THE PLAYERS?

FINAL ROUND LEADERBOARD
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TIGER SOT "I hit it so good today, it was fun. I hit it high, low, left to right, right to left, whatever I wanted, except for that tee shot at 14."

Music: DST 35, # 13 Expert Witness

ANNC NAT – “This is not good.  He hit it fat, high, left, and I believe wet. Oh my gosh.  Are you kidding me?”

TIGER SOT –“When I hit it, I’m like, okay, here we go.  You haven’t hit a shot like this all week, so forget it.”

SUN LINGMERTH 13.2 BIRD -12 “Back on 13.  David Lingmerth for birdie.  Boy how big would this be is this were to go in?  David Lingmerth with a birdie at 13 gets to 12-under. He’s saying hey don’t forget about me.  This may be my first PLAYERS, but I can win too.”

 “This whole thing is starting to change.  This is going to get fun, fun, fun.”

Music: DST 31, # 9 Marking Time

SUN HICKS AUDIO “There are so many players who have been brought back into play with Tiger in the water at 14.”

SUN TIGER 14.5 -12 “This putt at this point is huge.  It wouldn’t surprise me to see Tiger knock this one right in the middle.  This guy’s gutty.  A miss here and we’ve got a 4-way tie for the lead.”

Music: WOM 254, # 34 Going the Distance (a) (30)

FINAL ROUND LEADERBOARD
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SO WHAT A CHANGE ON THE LEADERBOARD WITH TIGER WOODS MAKING DOUBLE BOGEY AT 14.  JUST WHEN IT LOOKED LIKE HE WAS POISED TO RUN AWAY WITH IT, HE’S LET SEVERAL PLAYERS BACK IN INCLUDING JEFF MAGGERT WHO’S UP AHEAD AT 16 TO SOLE POSSESSION OF THE LEAD.
Music: DST 31, # 4 Looking For Trouble

SUN MAGGERT 16.4 PAR “Do you think he has an idea where he stands?  He has not looked at one leaderboard.  I was talking to his caddie Rusty Uresti and they are just trying to concentrate shot to shot right now.  Not a bad strategy.”

MAGGERT MAKES A DISAPPOINTING PAR AT ONE OF THE EASIEST HOLES ON THE COURSE AT 16 TO STAY AT 12-UNDER.

MAGGERT SOT “Not birdieing 16 kind of took a little momentum away.  Obviously, I felt like I needed to birdie 17 or 18 to have a chance.” 

TIGER SOT – “I felt the tournament was at 15. I tugged a 9 iron left and had a decent lie to get it up and down.”
AFTER SEEMINGLY CRUISING TO VICTORY, TIGER’S NOW IN SERIOUS DANGER OF FALLING OUT OF THE 4-WAY TIE AT THE TOP.
SUN TIGER 15.3 PITCH TO 8’  “I think he’s going to try and play a flopper or a sand shot out of the rough.  He’s only about 18 feet from the hole.  That’s the issue he can’t carry it very far.  If he gets cute he could not get to the green too.  Perfect.   That’s about as good as he could do.”

SUN TIGER 15.4 PAR -12 “Huge putt for Tiger to stay at 12-under. Pretty much the same length he had on the last hole.  I can’t imagine him missing two in a row.”

Music:

SUN TIGER 15.4 PAR -12 “just drills it in the heart.  Beautiful up and down.”

TIGER SOT “That putt was big because… I was still tied for the lead in the tournament.

To save a putt there and get some momentum going was big.”

SUN AUDIO 3 FINISHING HOLES “And up ahead lies all that drama.  It’s the kind of 3-hole stretch that can just tilt this championship on its side in a heartbeat.”

2013 JEFF MAGGERT

“Jeff Maggert has arrived.  A big moment on a big stage.  Let’s see if he’s got what it takes here. “ 

MAGGERT SOT “18 being more of a birdie hole, I was just playing pretty conservative on 17 trying to hit it over there, middle of the green, and get 3 and get out of there.”
“17 so cruel again.”

Music: SIR 14, # 9 Prepare for Battle
THE SETTING APPEARS QUITE PEACEFUL.

PRISTINE BLUE WATER, AN IMMACULATE ISLAND GREEN.

YET, 17 STILL FRIGHTENS THE GAME’S BEST.

Calls TBD

THERE IS NO BAIL OUT… NO ROOM FOR MISTAKES.  
Koch, “It’s only 120 yards to the front of the green.”
IT TAKES JUST ONE SWING TO GO FROM UNBRIDLED GLORY TO DROWNING INTO OBSCURITY.  FOR 31 YEARS, THE DRAMATIC PENULTIMATE HOLE HAS SPELLED DISASTER FOR MANY A WOULD BE CHAMPION.  

1983 ED FIORI

“Ed Fiori, the leader at 17…He hit an 8-iron and that’s got to come down…There goes the lead.”

1991 PHIL BLACKMAR

“Co-leader Phil Blackmar.  Heavy and to the right.  Oh man, not even close.”

1995 
DAVIS LOVE

“And the tee shot of Davis Love, now tied for the lead.  Get down.  He knew it the minute he hit it.  The 17th claims another victim.”

1998
LEN MATTIACE

 “This ball going right at the hole.  You don’t think he was pumped up?  Flew the putting surface.”

1999 
SCOTT GUMP

“Just hated to see it.”

2008
PAUL GOYDOS

“This is just a little left of the hole if the distance is good.”

THE ISLAND GREEN LIVES UP TO ITS BILLING YET AGAIN AS THE 49-YEAR OLD BECOMES THE 7TH PLAYER WITH AT LEAST A SHARE OF THE LEAD TO HAVE 17 DETERMINE HIS FATE.  

MAGGERT SOT “A wrong shot at the wrong time and you get penalized on this golf course,”

THE NUMBER OF BALLS IN THE WATER FOR THE WEEK NOW TALLIES 42….11 SO FAR ON SUNDAY, WITH ROOM FOR MORE.

Music: DST 31, # 6 Think It Through  SIR 22, # 4 Moon Child

BACK AT 15, LINGMERTH BOGIES TO DROP OUT OF THE 3-WAY TIE.  NOW THERE’S ONLY TWO AT THE TOP AS GARCIA’S PAR KEEPS PACE WITH WOODS.

Nat call: “Safely in at 12-under as he heads to the fun and games of the course.”

TIGER BEGINS THE GAUNTLET WITH A FLOURISH, GOING FOR THE GREEN IN TWO AT 16.

SUN TIGER 16.2 “It’s not a very good lie.  Ball is sitting down.  He’s got 226.  Gotta miss left if you’re going to miss obviously. 
TIGER SOT – “I was telling myself that I could still win the tournament if I hit this thing left.  I can’t win the tournament if I hit it right…and it worked out pretty good.”

SUN TIGER 16.2 “Ooooh, Ok, that’s not bad now. In the front bunker.  That was dangerously close to the right.”
AN UP AND DOWN BIRDIE FROM THE FRONT BUNKER AND TIGER REGAINS THE LEAD AT 13-UNDER.
BUT, AS WE’VE SEEN, ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN ON THE FINAL TWO FINISHING HOLES.  

NEEDING THIS PUTT FOR PAR AT 18, HENRIK STENSON FAILS TO JOIN MAGGERT AND STREELMAN IN THE CLUBHOUSE AT 11-UNDER.  RYAN PALMER FINISHES UP HIS EMOTIONAL PLAYERS WEEK WITH A FINAL ROUND 72 TO FINISH TIED FOR 5TH, HIS BEST PERFORMANCE HERE EVER.
RYAN PALMER SOT 5:23:17 “To get through the last three rounds I’m pretty proud of the way I hung in there, strong mentally and really focused.”
5:22:13 “Phew. Four strong days just trying to stay in focused. It’s all done.  I don’t have anything else to do.  That’s kind of when it all came out.”
AFTER PLAYING FOR THE CENTER OF THE GREEN AT 17, A TWO PUTT PAR FOR WOODS WAS NO BARGAIN.

TIGER SOT “I had a difficult putt, and when you've got to play 15 feet of break and have it kind of slide down there, I thought I did well to get the speed right.

A BRILLIANT 2-PUTT TO SAVE PAR AT 17.  

Music:

AT THE PAR 5 16TH, LINGMERTH NEEDS A BIRDIE TO GET TO WITHIN ONE OF TIGER…BUT, ALMOST DOES ONE BETTER. 

Nat call: “Pretty nice…How about in.  Ooh, man.”

PLAYING IN THE SAME GROUP, GARCIA ALSO BIRDIES AND JOINS TIGER AT THE TOP HEADING TO THE TREACHEROUS PAR THREE 17TH.  

Music: DST 31, # 8 Not Too Late

SERGIO SOT –“As the ball was in the air I was thinking, please be right, because it was probably three feet left of the hole.”

ANNC NAT –“ohhhh.  Unbelievable.”

SERGIO SOT "That hole has been good to me.  Today, it wasn't. ... That's the kind of hole it is. You've got to love it for what it is."

GARCIA WOULD DROP ANOTHER IN THE WATER BEFORE HE WAS THROUGH FOR A QUADRUPLE BOGEY 7 TO SQUANDER ANY SHOT OF VICTORY.  

TIGER SOT “There were a few well‑influenced people on 18 tee that were telling us what was going on behind us.  So yeah, I knew.”

Music: SIR 22, # 14 Cello - No Choir Mix  SIR 22, # 21 Lashes - No Choir Mix

HE KNEW THERE WAS ONLY ONE OTHER PERSON WHO COULD CATCH HIM.  

AND LINGMERTH KNEW HE NEEDED BIRDIE.

Nat call: “He’s leaning, This is an aggressive line.  He’s leaning.  Ohh wow.”

IT’S BEEN A DOZEN YEARS SINCE HE’S WALKED DOWN THE 18TH FAIRWAY WITH A LEAD.  A TWO-PUTT PAR AND TIGER’S IN THE CLUBHOUSE AT 13-UNDER.  

HE NOW MUST WAIT TO SEE WHAT LINGMURTH DOES BEFORE HE CAN CELEBRATE.

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR BIRDIE MISSES RIGHT.

BUT, DAVID STILL HAD ONE MORE SHOT AT GOLIATH.

LINGMERTH BATTLED THROUGHOUT THE FINAL ROUND….4 BIRDIES, 3 BOGIES… BUT NEEDS ONE MORE BIRDIE FROM 61 FEET TO FORCE A PLAYOFF.

LINGMERTH SOT #8 (on 18 putt cont):  It was probably hit on a pretty good line.  I just hit it a little too firm to where it didn’t take all the break and I I saw pretty soon with the speed it had that it was going to take a miracle for that to stay in the hole if it hit it. 

ANNCE ON 18TH HOLE:  …ohhh. And Tiger Woods is a PLAYERS Champion again.”

Tiger nats:  “How about that huh.”

TIGER SOT "Am I surprised? No, I know a lot of people in this room thought I was done. But I'm not. … I'm just trying to get better, and I feel like I'm getting better as the year's going on, which is nice."

Music: WOM 309 #1 First Flight (a)

FINAL ROUND LEADERBOARD
1 
Tiger Woods



   
70/-13 

275
 

T2
Kevin Streelman

  
  
67/-11

277 

 

T2 
Jeff Maggert




70/-11

277
  
 

T2
David Lingmerth 

  
  
72/-11

277

T5
Martin Laird




67/-10

278


T5
Henrik Stenson



72/-10

278

T5
Ryan Palmer




72/-10

278

WOODS LEFT TPC SAWGRASS LATE ON MOTHER’S DAY NIGHT WITH HIS FOURTH WIN OF THE SEASON AND THE 78TH OF HIS CAREER, JUST FOUR SHY OF SAM SNEAD’S ALL-TIME RECORD OF 82.  HE HAS WON SEVEN OF HIS LAST 21 STROKE-PLAY TOUR EVENTS AND IS NOW 52 AND 4 WHEN HOLDING AT LEAST A SHARE OF THE LEAD ENTERING THE FINAL ROUND.  WOODS ALSO BECAME THE SIXTH MULTIPLE WINNER OF THE PLAYERS.

Music: WOM 309, # 1 First Flight (a)

KUCHAR 2:24:54 “Tiger, it was a real thrill for me to win here last year a real honor to come back as THE PLAYERS defending champion.  I believe this golf course really tests the skill of the best players in the world and it takes the best player in the world to win here.  It’s a real honor for me to introduce the best player in the world as the 2013 PLAYERS champion.”
TIGER 2:25:52 “To do it on a golf course like this, this difficult, this demanding, against arguably the best field ever assembled throughout the year, it’s always difficult.”
TIGER 2:28:30  “The whole idea is to keep winning golf tournaments // and so far this year I’m off to a pretty good start.”

SANDS 2:28:42  “Tiger Woods, the 2013 PLAYERS Champion.”

Talks to volunteers

Gets tour of clubhouse

Signs autographs

JAY HENDERSON PwC VICE CHAIRMAN, CLIENT SERVICES:  “Tiger, do you have any words of advice for the people playing 17 tomorrow?”

TIGER: “Green good…Blue bad.”

Picture taken with trophy
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