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IT IS THE PGA TOUR’S CROWN JEWEL…AND IT BECKONS THE WORLD’S BEST.

THE STADIUM COURSE AT TPC SAWGRASS….THE ULTIMATE RISK – REWARD TRACK… IT TAUNTS AND TEASES AND AT TIMES, BAFFLES THE GAME’S TACTICIANS. 

PETE DYE’S MASTERPIECE IS 7200 YARDS OF RELENTLESS CHALLENGE…

FALDO, “You have to have that go to shot, you’ve got to be able to work the ball very nicely.” 

…7200 YARDS, UNFORGIVING AND INDISCRIMINANT, TAKING DOWN DEFENDING CHAMPIONS AND WORLD #1’S AT WILL.

CALL, “ McIlroy’s gonna miss the cut.”
….DEMANDING PATIENCE OVER PERFECTION…

…AND IN 2012 IT PROVED A DAUNTING TEST OF WILL.

NATS – KEVIN NA, “Pull the trigger now, come on.”

IT’S ALL ABOUT SURVIVAL AT TPC SAWGRASS… BUT FOR THOSE WHO CAN CONQUER THEIR FEARS, THE REWARD IS OH SO WORTH IT.

AND IN THE END, A FEARLESS HOMETOWN FAVORITE EMERGED…WITH THE ECHOS OF A SIGNATURE WIN HEARD ‘ROUND THE WORLD. 

HICKS CALL, “Matt Kuchar has the biggest championship of his career.”

INTERNATIONAL ANNOUNCE CALLS

WELCOME TO THE PLAYERS 2012 OFFICIAL FILM.
EARLY WEEK------------------------------------------------------
PLAYERS WEEK BEGINS UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYE OF STADIUM COURSE ARCHITECT, PETE DYE – WHO LOOKS OVER SOME MINOR CHANGES THAT WERE MADE TO THE ICONIC LAYOUT 30 YEARS AFTER ITS DEBUT.
PETE DYE, “We made a few modifications last summer and they look great. They’ve done a great job and the golf course is in marvelous condition today – it really is. The pros ought to have a good time out here. It’s really great to come back and see how this has expanded, the whole area, the pros are still coming and everything’s doing okay.” 

OUT TO RE-FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH DYE’S COURSE IS DEFENDING CHAMPION K.J. CHOI, WHOSE TYPICALLY STOIC DEMEANOR IS ON STANDBY UNTIL THE TOURNAMENT BEGINS.

NATS – K.J. SMILES AND WAVES at 3 TEE
K.J. CHOI SOT FROM PRESSER, “Ever since the win here last year, I've felt like I've been getting more and more support from the fans, just not only here but all around the world.  Everywhere that I go, they're noticing me even more, felt very welcoming.  It's been a good experience.”
IN THE AFTERNOON, CHOI IS JOINED BY HIS FAN CLUB – THE CHOI’S BOYS – AS HE IS HONORED WITH A PORTRAIT TO COMMEMORATE LAST YEAR’S VICTORY.

K.J. NAT, “He looks better than me, looks more handsome its very nice. Thank you so much and very good (LAUGHS).”

ON MONDAY NIGHT, 2008 CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA IS JOINED BY ARGENTINA’S ANDRES ROMERO TO COMPETE IN AN ANNUAL SOCCER MATCH BETWEEN LOCAL TEAMS FROM THE JACKSONVILLE AREA.

GOALS BY EACH OF THE PLAYERS HELP TO FORCE A DRAW, BUT THE OUTCOME IS LESS IMPORTANT THAN STAYING RELAXED AHEAD OF A DEMANDING TOURNAMENT.

SERGIO GARCIA, “I’ve always played it as a youngster, so, I guess other than golf I played a lot of tennis, a lot of football. So I enjoy it. I enjoy it very much and every time I have a chance to play in friendly games like this its even nicer.”  
DOWN THE ROAD AT THE WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME, 2007 PLAYERS CHAMPION PHIL MICKELSON WAS ONE OF FIVE INDUCTEES TO BE ENSHRINED IN THE 2012 CLASS.

PHIL MICKELSON ON STAGE, “The way I see it is we are all in this together, this great game.  We're all in it to promote this game, to enjoy this game and enjoy the journey and the opportunities that it brings. And I would just like to say that since I was a kid and first picked up my golf club, I've been living my dream.”
ON TUESDAY, MORE THAN 200 KIDS FROM AREA FIRST TEE CHAPTERS ARE INVITED FOR SOME FRIENDLY COMPETITION AT THE PWC FIRST TEE CHALLENGE.
RICKY BARNES, “Anytime you can put a smile on a few kids faces and give back to the first tee its uh pretty amazing… to have a huge corporate company like that involved in the first tee will help us be able to reach out and give more money back as we go along here with the first tee.”

YOUNG FANS HAVE PLENTY TO KEEP BUSY WITH DURING THE FIRST FEW DAYS AT THE PLAYERS [PAUSE] AND ON WEDNESDAY, THE WENDORFF FAMILY TAKES IN THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME WITH J.B. HOLMES. 
NAT BREAK – J.B. MEETS KIDS

THE THREE BROTHERS EACH HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH THE SAME BRAIN CONDITION THAT KEPT HOLMES AWAY FROM COMPETITIVE GOLF FOR OVER 5 MONTHS. 

NAT BREAK “I don’t like scars… I don’t like them either… just like you.”
J.B. HOLMES SOT, “Three kids at that age having to go through the same thing I went through a few months ago, it was tough on me and… I couldn’t imagine at that age I understand what they’re going through and it was great to be able to come out here and see them smiling and running around.” 

AMANDA WENDORFF SOT, “The kids have been up this morning waiting for the phone call for when to come out and they’re just super excited and we’re so grateful he took the time out to spend with us today.” 

J.B. HOLMES SOT, “It was a great experience and I hope they had a lot of fun. I sure did.

NAT BREAK – MILITARY JETS FLY OVER HEAD

THE OPENING CEREMONIES BEGIN WITH A SALUTE TO THE U.S. MILITARY AND FEATURE A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE FROM COUNTRY MUSIC STAR LUKE BRYAN.

[PAUSE]
THE EVENING CONCLUDES INSIDE THE CLUBHOUSE WITH A CELEBRATION OF GARY PLAYER’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAME 
AS HE IS PRESENTED WITH THE PGA TOUR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD.  

SOT GARY PLAYER, “I’ve been a pro almost for 60 years now, and what a journey its been and how blessed I am. You cannot be a small man like me and travel the extent that I did and win the tournaments I did with my build on my ability, it was a special, special gift.”

FIRST ROUND-------------------------------------------
THURSDAY SIGNALS THE START OF THE FIRST ROUND AS THE MORNING’S MARQUEE MATCHUP TAKES THE 10TH TEE.

THE PAIRING OF TIGER WOODS, RICKIE FOWLER AND HUNTER MAHAN DRAWS IN THE EARLY MORNING CROWDS.
TIGER 10TH TEE SHOT AND ANNCE, “Next on the tee, winner of the 2001 Players Championship Tiger Woods!”

AFTER AN UP AND DOWN FRONT SIDE, FOWLER MAKES THE TURN AT 1-UNDER PAR…BESTING WOODS BY TWO STROKES.

CALL, “Just like a week ago Rickie pouring that one home….good to see Rickie get off the schneid…”
COMING ON THE HEELS OF HIS VICTORY IN CHARLOTTE, THE WELLS FARGO CHAMPION BREAKS EVEN ON THE STADIUM COURSE IN ROUND ONE WITH A 72.

MAKING HIS 15TH APPEARANCE AT THE PLAYERS, 2001 CHAMPION TIGER WOODS STRUGGLES EARLY, CARDING THREE BOGIES IN HIS FIRST NINE HOLES.

TIGER POST:  Yeah it wasn’t certainly the most positive start.  Any kind of momentum I would build I would shoot myself in the foot on the very next hole. So uh just one of those days.

CALL, “He’s had 27 putts so far, 7 fairways, nine greens hit… good save.”
WOODS MANAGES JUST 1-UNDER ON THE PAR-5’S AND FINISHES WITH A 2-OVER PAR 74.

TIGER POST:  For some reason it’s just been one of those weird deals.  Out here you have to take care of the par 5s that usually determines how you finish in a tournament. You gotta take advantage of it while you can, the greens were soft in the morning and now they’re starting to firm up…it’s gonna be a difficult weekend.

PLAYING IN THE GROUP AHEAD OF WOODS AND FOWLER, MATT KUCHAR PUTS TOGETHER A SOLID ROUND.  THE GEORGIA TECH GRAD FINISHES WITH 6 BIRDIES AND 2 BOGIES ON HIS CARD FOR A 4-UNDER 68.

CALL, “Coming off birdies in the last two holes minus 3 and this is a wonderful shot, oh that’s tremendous.

KUCHAR POST SOT:  I ended up birdying number 6, 7, 8 – those were some tough holes and to walk away 3-under through that stretch was a great stretch. The course is difficult.  It was a challenge coming in today and I think the guys are in for a tough course if this wind keeps up. 

IN THE FIRST GROUP OF THE DAY, BLAKE ADAMS FLIES UNDER THE RADAR.  OUT IN 31, THE 36-YEAR-OLD GEORGIA NATIVE CLOSES WITH A 6-UNDER-PAR 66 AND TAKES THE EARLY CLUBHOUSE LEAD IN JUST HIS SECOND START AT THE PLAYERS.

ADAMS POST, “It was obviously a great day.  I had a nice run of 5 birdies to end my front nine, kind of help me ride the momentum through the back side.  You know didn’t hit it great from a tee ball stand point but I missed it in the right spots, you know, made some putts and here I am.” 

AFTER MISSING HIS LAST TWO CUTS AT THE PLAYERS, KEVIN NA STARTS FAST.  WITH A RUN OF SIX BIRDIES ON A BOGEY-FREE FRONT NINE, HE MAKES THE TURN AT 6-UNDER.

NA POST, “My swing felt good. I had a good tempo. I hit it right where I wanted to, and I rolled a lot of putts in, so those are good combinations.”
CALL, “There you go, a 67 and one off the lead.  You need the birdies around here, you’re going to spend a few this week.”
THE 2011 PLAYERS CHAMPION, K.J. CHOI, BEGINS HIS ROUND ON THE 10TH TEE.

BUT AFTER A FAST START WITH BIRDIES AT 10 AND 12, THE SOUTH KOREAN STRUGGLES TO A 3-OVER-PAR 75.

PLAYING ALONGSIDE CHOI… IS 2008 CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA.

CALL, “First tournament back out after The Masters.  He’ll like that one.”
ONE OF 52 INTERNATIONALS IN THE FIELD, THE SPANIARD MANAGES A 1-OVER 73.

WHILE ALL EYES ARE FOCUSED ON THE WOODS / FOWLER GROUPING, IAN POULTER IS QUIETLY FINISHING A STELLAR RUN ON THE BACK NINE.

CALL, “Awkward stance, plenty of green to work with, excellent shot by Ian Poulter.”
POULTER POST, “You know got off to a nice start, hit a few good shots early on four birdies in a row from nine.”
CALL, “Very, very nice, and Ian Poulter now takes the lead alone.”
POULTER POST, “Great birdie on 17 and ah you know two putted the last for a 7-under.”
POULTER’S ROUND OF 65 SETS THE STANDARD FOR THE MORNING.

MID FIRST ROUND LEADERBOARD:
THE ENGLISHMAN IS MAKING HIS 9TH START AT THE PLAYERS WITH HIS BEST FINISH, A SOLO 2ND, COMING IN 2009.  POULTER’S FIRST-ROUND 65 BESTS HIS PREVIOUS LOW ROUND AT TPC SAWGRASS BY TWO STROKES.
IN THE AFTERNOON, MARTIN LAIRD MAKES A RUN AT PERFECTION…POSTING THE ONLY BOGEY-FREE ROUND OF THE DAY. 

LAIRD POST, “Anytime you go around this golf course bogey-free is obviously a very good day, you know I putted really well and chipped the ball well the key to today’s round was the putter, anytime I had a chance for birdie I rolled it in.”

LAIRD BIRDIE AT 2 ANNCE:  Martin Laird, chance to get it to 5-under within two of Poulter and Laird with another birdie…5 on the day, no bogies.”

IN JUST HIS FOURTH START AT TPC SAWGRASS, THE SCOTTSMAN FINDS HIMSELF IN A TIE FOR THE LEAD AT 7-UNDER. 

FOR THE MAIN DRAW OF THE AFTERNOON, A PAIRING OF PHIL MICKELSON AND RORY MCILROY, CONDITIONS ARE TOUGH.

CALL, “Mickelson’s 3rd…beautiful shot, little low shot with some spin off that tight lie, good chance for a birdie.”
MICKELSON POST, “You have to just execute.  There’s really not a way to miss your way around this course, here if you miss shots even if it’s in the right spots you’re most likely not going to salvage par.”
THE 2007 PLAYERS CHAMPION AND NEWEST MEMBER OF THE WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME CAN’T QUITE GET IT GOING CARDING 3 BOGEYS ALONG WITH 4 BIRDIES FOR A 1-UNDER 71.

CALL, “Trying to carry it over that steep slope, carried it over all but about 3 feet Gary, that’s still pretty good.”
HITTING JUST 50% OF THE GREENS IN REGULATION THE 2011 U.S. OPEN CHAMPION SCRAMBLES TO AN EVEN PAR 72 IN HIS THIRD CAREER START AT THE PLAYERS. 

MCILROY POST, “It was tricky enough out there, the greens were firm, the wind was sort of all over the place made scoring pretty difficult this afternoon I felt // you have to keep your concentration for 18 holes cause just the slightest lapse and you know it could cost you a couple shots like it did to me on 17.”
END OF 1ST ROUND LEADERBOARD:

LAIRD MATCHES POULTER’S MORNING-ROUND 65 TO SHARE THE LEAD AFTER 18 HOLES. IT IS LAIRD’S FIRST ROUND IN THE 60S IN FOUR STARTS AT THE PLAYERS. 

---CHANGE --- LEADERBOARD PAGE 2---

Fowler is looking to join Tiger WoodS, Tom KITE and Raymond Floyd as the only players to win the week immediately preceding their PLAYERS victory.
SECOND ROUND----------------------------------------------------
WITH FRIDAY SIGNALING THE START OF THE WEEKEND, FANS TURN OUT IN DROVES TO TPC SAWGRASS FOR ROUND TWO.

FOR SOME, IT’S AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW OFF THEIR PASSION FOR A FAVORITE PLAYER.
NAT BREAK / SOTS

OTHERS SIMPLY ENJOY WATCHING THE BEST FIELD IN GOLF.

FAN, “We’re very fond of Martin Laird. He’s from our home town.” 

WITH SOME SUPPORT IN THE GALLERY, THE SCOT LAIRD BREAKS FREE OF HIS OVERNIGHT TIE FOR THE LEAD EARLY IN ROUND TWO. 

THREE BIRDIES OFFSET ONE BOGEY AND HE MAKES THE TURN AT 9-UNDER WITH A TWO SHOT LEAD. 

BUT HIS MASTERY OF THE STADIUM COURSE QUICKLY FADES ON THE CLOSING HOLES – FINDING THE WATER AT 16 [PAUSE] AND AGAIN AT 17.

FALDO, “That’s a good 15 paces from the hole location.”

GANNON, “And he drops 3 shots in a span of 2 holes, gives up the lead, he is now at 7-under.”

LAIRD DROPS ONE MORE SHOT ON THE HOME HOLE TO FINISH WITH A 1-OVER 73. 

MARTIN LAIRD QQ SOT, “If there’s ever a day you want to do that, it’s Thursday or Friday, and not Sunday. So I’m obviously playing some pretty good golf leading up to that. You don’t lose that in the space of three holes. I’ll be fine tomorrow.”

AS HE DOES IN EVERY CITY, PHIL MICKELSON CARRIES AN ENTHUSIASTIC GALLERY ON FRIDAY MORNING, 

NATS – FANS CHEER / APPLAUD

…THOUGH HIS PAIRING WITH STEVER STRICKER AND RORY MCILROY ATTRACTS EVEN MORE FANS.

A ONE-UNDER ROUND OF 71 FOR LEFTY MATCHES HIS THURSDAY SCORE AND HAS THE 2007 PLAYERS CHAMPION SIX SHOTS OFF THE PACE.

PLAYING ALONGSIDE, MCILROY CAN’T FIND THE RIGHT FORMULA TO ATTACK SAWGRASS. THE SWING THAT HAS TAKEN THE NORTHERN IRISHMAN TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD GOLF RANKINGS EVADES HIM IN THE SECOND ROUND.

FALDO, “Quite surprising to come in playing it so nicely, thinking what on earth happened this, these last 2 days, started nicely and then last 27 holes he’s probably 6 or 7 over.” 

IN HIS THIRD CONSECUTIVE START AT THE PLAYERS, MCILROY MISSES THE CUT. 
RORY McILROY QQ SOT, “Birdied the first hole today and just couldn’t get much going after that.  I just need to try and get the hang of this golf course somehow.  It’s just—I just find it pretty difficult.”

MID-ROUND LEADER BOARD:

Zach Johnson carded a 6-under round of 66 in the morning to claim the lead half way through friday. It fell one shy of his best round at the players in his first trip to ponte vedra in 2005.
CONDITIONS TOUGHEN UP AS THE SUN BAKES THE GREENS AT SAWGRASS AND THE COURSE PLAYS A STROKE MORE DIFFICULT IN THE AFTERNOON.

ONE PLAYER WHO FINDS THAT OUT QUICKLY IS ROUND ONE
CO-LEADER IAN POULTER, WHO GETS OFF TO A ROUGH START ON HIS OPENING HOLE, THE PAR-4 10TH 

FALDO, “Oh my goodness. Oh my goodness.”

GANNON, “Think that’s nerves, that kind of start?”

FALDO, “Most definitely.”

FALDO, “This is, I believe the classic example of just not bearing down on one shot. The brain’s gone into scramble mode already. Only been on the golf course 15 minutes.”

FALDO, “Oh, and he’s still golfing.”

GANNON, “Double bogey at the opening hole for Ian Poulter.”

THE ENGLISHMAN NEVER QUITE RECOVERS, SHOOTING A 4-OVER 76 TO FALL BACK INTO A TIE FOR 17TH.

28-YEAR OLD KEVIN NA IS AMONG THE FEW WHO ARE ABLE TO PUT SOME RED ON THEIR SCORECARD. 

MILLER, “Wow, he’s just doing everything great right now.”

HICKS, “Na’s got it going.”

THROUGH TWO ROUNDS, NA LEADS THE FIELD IN STROKES GAINED-PUTTING.

KOCH, “How about just walking those putts in.”

NA HAS AN ACTIVE DAY WITH SEVEN BIRDIES AND FOUR BOGEYS, AND CLIMBS THE LEADERBOARD WITH A 3-UNDER 69.

KEVIN NA RND2 QQ SOT 2, “You have to drive the ball in the fairway.  If it's in the rough, even though you have a decent lie in the rough, you can't put any spin on the ball coming into the green.  The guy that's going to find the short grass is going to be the winner.”

FORMER NORTHEAST FLORIDA RESIDENT MATT KUCHAR, WHO ENJOYS SOME ADDITIONAL SUPPORT THIS WEEK, HITS 10 OF 14 FAIRWAYS IN ROUND TWO AND CONSISTENTLY TAKES ADVANTAGE OF HIS POSITION. 

HICKS, “He likes it, be good he says, and it is.”

MILLER, “He just hits so many good shots with that flat swing.” 

IN HIS EIGHTH CAREER START AT THE PLAYERS, KUCHAR POSTS CONSECUTIVE ROUNDS IN THE 60s FOR THE FIRST TIME AND TAKES A SHARE OF THE LEAD WITH NA AND ZACH JOHNSON AT
8-UNDER.
SANDS, “Man, he’s rolling it beautifully these first couple days, Nick.”

FALDO, “There’s a danger man.”

SANDS, “Look out for Matt, absolutely.” 

MATT KUCHAR, “The support for this tournament is just fantastic.  So it was fun to be out there hanging around the lead, getting a share of the lead, and I’m looking forward to having this experience to kind of help me with tomorrow.”

NATS CHEERS “Kuuuuuuuuch!”

WITH A 1:49 TEE TIME, RICKIE FOWLER JOINS TIGER WOODS ON 1 TEE – EACH IS NEAR THE CUT LINE AT EVEN PAR, WHICH ONLY ADDS TO THE PRESSURE OF PLAYING IN FRONT OF THE LARGEST GALLERY. 

RICKIE FOWLER, “I enjoy playing in front of a big crowd. It feels like they want to see good shots, and it puts a kind of a good pressure on, you makes you focus a bit, and you want to hear the roars.  So it's good playing in front of them.”

FOWLER BORROWS THE KUCHAR FORMULA FOR SCORING, HITTING 10 OF 14 FAIRWAYS AND ALL BUT THREE GREENS IN REGULATION TO POST 8 BIRDIES. 

KOCH, “Beautiful shot.”

STARTING AT THE 9TH, FOWLER AND WOODS MATCH EACH OTHER BIRDIE-FOR-BIRDIE ON THREE CONSECUTIVE HOLES. THE STREAK MOVES BOTH PLAYERS OFF THE CUT LINE AND INTO RED FIGURES. 

RICKIE FOWLER, “Tiger and I had some fun, got things rolling the last 10 or 11 holes and kind of fed off each other.  Nice to go back and forth like that, and obviously in a good way making a lot of birdies.”

WHILE FOWLER POSTS A 3-UNDER-69, WOODS BEATS HIS FELLOW COMPETITOR’S ROUND BY ONE SHOT ON A COURSE HE’S MASTERED ONLY ONCE, IN 2001. 
TIGER WOODS, “It's an absolute challenge.  All Pete's golf courses are. You just have to be committed to your lines here, tees and greens, because obviously he gives you a lot more room than you think.  But granted, if you miss it, good luck.”

THROUGH THE FIRST 20 HOLES OF HIS TOURNAMENT, BLAKE ADAMS HAS ALL THE ANSWERS TO THE PETE DYE LAYOUT.

GANNON, “What a dream day and a half. 66 yesterday for Blake Adams, he’s 6-under total.”

ONE SHOT OFF THE LEAD AFTER ROUND ONE, ADAMS FINALLY RUNS INTO SOME TROUBLE ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, BUT FIGHTS BACK TO A 1-OVER-73 AND SITS A MERE THREE SHOTS OFF THE PACE. 

SHORTLY AFTER HIS ROUND, ADAMS prepares FOR THE WEEKEND In his own way – Finding clarity and focus while enjoying time with his family.

BLAKE SOT ON BEACH, “It’s just nice to have kids around and my wife, just the rest of my family… obviously a big, big bonus.” 

END OF DAY LEADER BOARD:

ADAMS REMAINS ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE LEADERBOARD AFTER 36 HOLES. HE IS CHASING THREE PLAYERS WHO SHARE THE LEAD AT 8-UNDER, EACH OF WHOM WILL BE TRYING TO BECOME THE FIRST SECOND ROUND LEADER TO WIN THE PLAYERS SINCE MICKELSON IN 2007. 
LEADER BOARD (NOTABLES MISSING THE CUT):

AMONG THOSE WHO WON’T BE PLAYING ON THE WEEKEND: 2011 54-HOLE LEADER GRAEME MCDOWELL, SOUTH AFRICANS ERNIE ELS AND RETIEF GOOSEN, AND DEFENDING CHAMPION K.J. CHOI.

WHILE STEVE STRICKER MISSED HIS FIRST CUT IN 50 STARTS ON TOUR.
THIRD ROUND-------------------------------------------------------
THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE IS BOTH BEAUTY AND BEAST, A PETE DYE DESIGN THAT PROVIDES CHALLENGES AT EVERY TURN, ESPECIALLY AT THE FAMED ISLAND GREEN…

…A HOLE THAT RECEIVES PLENTY OF ATTENTION ON SATURDAY.

TOMMY ROY SOT, “17 is the star of the show, like any star it’s pampered, uh there’s a lot to cover there, consequently why we have all the cameras and over 30 microphones on that hole as well.”

WHILE 17 IS THE SIGNATURE HOLE, THE FINAL THREE AT TPC SAWGRASS CAPTIVATE TV AUDIENCES AROUND THE GLOBE. 

LEIF NYHOLM, “It’s pretty cool, this finish to the golf course. It’s really nice to be able to tell the people that even these guys can panic. They should be able to hit the shot, but because the consequences as it is, it’s still a tough shot to pull off.” 

CARLO BLANCHARD, “People will reserve their weekend to watch this tournament because they know the best players in the world are here and its always a great show. 16, 17, 18 – everybody knows those holes by heart and they want to see who’s going to be able to keep his nerves under control.”

NATS – “Roll red…2-1, now we on air.”

THE 2012 PLAYERS IS BROADCAST TO 224 TERRITORIES AND OVER 600 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS IN 31 LANGUAGES WORLDWIDE.

NATS, “Mickelson.”

MICHEL LACROIX, “Wherever we go in the TV compounds, you feel that this is an international event. You see people from Korea, Japan, from Europe. It’s incredible.”

NATS – “TPC at Sawgrass…”

MICHEL LACROIX, “You can really feel that this is a major, major tournament.” 

BY MID-MORNING, FINAL PREPARATIONS ON THE STADIUM COURSE’S STAR HOLE ARE COMPLETE. 
ROBBY WARE – PGA TOUR RULES OFFICIAL, “It’s very difficult hole location today, it’s only 5 steps over the water and 4 steps uh from the left side of the water so uh it’s playing 118 yards to the front and a 123 to the actual hole location, it might be a tough, tough number for some of these guys.” 
ON MOVING DAY, RICKIE FOWLER AND THE 71 OTHERS WHO MADE THE CUT ARRIVE FOCUSED…

FOLWER NATS: Morning guys….

…YET RELAXED.

POULTER NATS:  Feeling good, woke up good this morning, had some fun with the kids at home and time to go take care of some business right now.

FOWLER IS FIVE SHOTS OFF THE LEAD AT THE START OF HIS ROUND, BUT MAKES AN EARLY RUN.

FOWLER QQ SOT 2: “Trying to make the most of playing well. Coming into this week, kind of the goal was to get into the weekend since I haven’t been here before.”

THE 23-YEAR-OLD BIRDIES 3 OF HIS FIRST 5 HOLES, AND NEARLY ADDS AN EAGLE ON THE PAR-5 9TH…

FOWLER AUDIO CALL FOR 9TH HOLE is that gonna go down?  Ohhh how did that stay down?! It hit the back of the cut.

HE MAKES THE TURN 4-UNDER FOR THE DAY…AND VAULTS WITHIN 2 SHOTS OF THE LEAD.

FOWLER SOT, “My main focus was to drive the ball well today, and I did that.  I didn't miss a whole lot of fairways.  That gave me the opportunity to play out of the short grass and have control of my golf ball.”

MEANWHILE PHIL MICKELSON…AND TIGER WOODS, TWO FORMER CHAMPIONS, ARE TRYING TO MATCH THE YOUNG FOWLER’S CHARGE…WITH LIMITED SUCCESS.

TIGER SOT, “It’s amazing how easy the golf course seems if you’re hitting it well.. and it’s amazing… because the golf ball kind of funnels into these valleys and you’ve got 15-footers all day, you figure you’ll make your share of those.”
BUT THE FLATSTICK IS TIGER’S DEATHKNELL. HE SQUANDERS NUMEROUS BIRDIE CHANCES, AND IS JUST 2-FOR-31 ON PUTTS OUTSIDE 10 FEET FOR THE WEEK; HIS DRIVE FOR A 2ND VICTORY AT THE PLAYERS IS STUCK IN NEUTRAL.

ONE GROUP BEHIND, MICKELSON CAN EMPATHIZE; HE TOO IS STRUGGLING ON THE GREENS. [PAUSE] 
BACK-TO-BACK BOGEYS ON 4 AND 5 THREATEN TO DERAIL HIS ROUND…

MICKELSON QQ SOT 1: “First five holes I hit a couple of shots that were squirrelly, wind got it, greens were tough I was 2‑over.”
A CLUTCH BIRDIE AT 6, FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER AT 9, GETS HIM BACK TO EVEN FOR THE DAY…

TIGER GOES TO WORK ON THE BACK NINE.  

ANNCE CALL:  He dials it right in there.

BIRDIES ON 11 AND 13 GET HIM TO EVEN FOR THE DAY, BUT THAT’S ALL HE CAN MUSTER – A DISAPPOINTING ROUND OF 72.
TIGER POST SOTS, “It’s feeling a lot more comfortable out there, I’m hitting the shots. I’m hitting the ball again…and it just uh, finally getting timing of the wind out there right now.”
FARING SLIGHTLY BETTER IS MICKELSON, WHO ENDS THE DAY TIED FOR 14TH AT 4-UNDER.

MICKELSON QQ SOT 6: “It's not that I'm out of it per se, but I'm going to have to go that much lower than I was hoping to, which means I'll probably have to shoot something in the mid 60s to have a chance.  Like I said, If you, If you start hitting some good shots, you’re going to have some birdie opportunities.”

RICKIE FOWLER HAS NO SUCH WORRIES; DESPITE A LONE BOGEY ON 18 TO CLOSE HIS ROUND, HE CARDS 7 BIRDIES AND SITS ALONE IN 3RD AT 9-UNDER PAR. A VICTORY ON SUNDAY WOULD MAKE HIM THE FIRST BACK-TO-BACK WINNER ON THE PGA TOUR SINCE TIGER WOODS IN 2009.
FOWLER SOT:  I put together a nice uh solid round of golf today uh I feel like I’m maybe one of the ones under the least amount of pressure being that I’m coming off a wind last week, and looking forward to being in the mix coming down the stretch.
IN THE FINAL GROUP OF THE DAY, 36-HOLE CO-LEADERS ZACH JOHNSON AND KEVIN NA ARE UNDERWAY.

NA LEADS THE FIELD WITH 16 BIRDIES ENTERING THE DAY, SEEMINGLY OBLIVIOUS TO THE EXTERNAL PRESSURE. BUT INTERNALLY…HE IS A SELF-DESCRIBED “MESS.”
NA TEE NATS: I’m doing a lot of talking to myself, trying to get myself to pull the trigger… It’s hard a times, but when I do, it’s been working, I know what I need to do, do with my backswing, I hit plenty of balls doing it, it’s just pulling the trigger.

THESE ISSUES ARE NOTHING NEW FOR NA, WHO HAS BEEN MENTALLY BATTLING SWING CHANGES ALL SEASON.

NA NATS, “Oh God. Sorry.”
BUT THE 28-YEAR-OLD SOMEHOW KEEPS IT TOGETHER ON SATURDAY.

HE IS BOGEY-FREE AND 2-UNDER WITH 6 TO GO; BUT PLAYING PARTNER ZACH JOHNSON CAN’T DEVELOP ANY MOMENTUM. 

2 BIRDIES AND 3 BOGEYS LEAVE HIM AT 7-UNDER, AND TRAILING FELLOW SEA ISLAND, GEORGIA RESIDENT MATT KUCHAR…

ANNCE NATS:  Just over 10’ feet, should move a little left, that’s perfect, So Kuchar unflappable, moves back in the lead by 2.

KUCHAR’S HOT PUTTING RESULTS IN 7 BIRDIES THROUGH 16 HOLES, AND A SPOT ATOP THE LEADERBOARD.
KUCHAR QQ SOT 1: “I felt like every time I made a bogey, I seemed to bounce back with a birdie. It seemed to be a great day as far as not letting the bad holes bother me. I think that's one of my strong suits; today it came in really helpful.”

WHILE KUCHAR TAKES THE LEAD, BLAKE ADAMS MAKES A MOVE OF HIS OWN, MUCH TO THE DELIGHT OF HIS MOM, FREDA, ON MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND.

NATS – MOM CLAPS
BLAKE ADAMS SOT:  I’m just really trying to have fun, uh the whole year I’ve been trying to hit perfect golf shots, just really not enjoying it, I’m out here playing golf for a living, I’ve said that to everybody, and that’s the truth. I’m very, very blessed.  

ADAMS STUMBLES ON THE BACK-NINE HOWEVER, FINISHING EVEN-PAR ON THE DAY AND IN A TIE FOR 10TH.

TOURNAMENT LEADER KUCHAR ARRIVES AT THE DAUNTING PAR-3 17TH AT 12-UNDER PAR….BUT NOT FOR LONG.

ANNCE NATS BALL IN WATER, “This needs to go, uh oh. Oh my.”
KUCHAR QQ SOT 1: “I knew today was going to be a tricky day. I knew there were going to be a lot of bogeys. I knew there were dangers around every corner.” 

KUCHAR SALVAGES BOGEY AND SITS JUST ONE OFF THE LEAD WITH 18 HOLES REMAINING.

PLAYING IN THE GROUP AHEAD OF KUCHAR, MARTIN LAIRD STRUGGLES TO CAPITLIZE ON 5 BIRDIES…AND FINISHES HIS ROUND WITH A DISAPPOINTING EVEN-PAR 72.  IF THE SCOTSMAN IS GOING TO ADD HIS NAME TO THE GROWING LIST OF INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS IN THE LAST 10 YEARS…HE’LL NEED A STEADIER FINAL ROUND.
NATS, “Ohhh…”

KEVIN NA FINISHES STRONG ON THE CLOSING HOLES, WITH BIRDIES AT 16 AND 18 TO TAKE THE LEAD AT 12-UNDER. IT’S ONE OF ONLY THREE BOGEY-FREE ROUNDS ON THE DAY.
NA QQ SOT 4: “I'm very excited.  I have a chance tomorrow to become THE PLAYERS Champion. / A lot of guys behind me are playing well, so I'm going to have to go out and put my best game on and see what happens.”

FINAL LEADERBOARD VO: 

A VICTORY ON SUNDAY WOULD MAKE NA THE FIRST 54-HOLE LEADER TO PREVAIL FOR THE WIN SINCE STEPHEN AMES IN 2006. 
KUCHAR’S PREVIOUS BEST FINISH AT THE PLAYERS WAS A TIE FOR 13TH IN 2010.
FINAL ROUND ------------------------------------------------------------------
As THE final round approaches, TYPICALLY GREEN TPC SAWGRASS IS AWASH IN ANOTHER COLOR ON SUNDAY.

NATS, “Welcome to the pink out.”

in celebration of mothers DAY and TO PROMOTE BREAST CANCER AWARENESS, FANS AND PLAYERS ALIKE SHOW THEIR SUPPORT BY WEARING PINK, WHILE THE COURSE GETS A MAKEOVER. 

TOM VLACH SOT, “You’re seeing the final touches of 25-hundred pink vinca’s, as well as a couple hundred Hawaiian tied plants being put in the ground.” 

ALTHOUGH THE FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE AESTHETICALLY PLEASING, THE WORK OF THE GROUNDS CREW MAY HAVE THE OPPOSITE EFFECT ON PLAYERS’ SCORECARDS.
TOM VLACH SOT, “It’s a fantastic venue. It’s a fair test of golf. It is firm, it is fast, and now the wind’s coming up, so it’ll give them a challenge today.” 

[PAUSE]

AS TEE TIMES CREEP CLOSER, SOME PLAYERS ARE IN THE MIDST OF THEIR PRE-ROUND WORKOUT ROUTINES.
WHILE OTHERS PREFER THE SANCTUARY OF THE LOCKER ROOM.
HENRIK STENSON NATS- “No questions, no questions”

RICKIE FOWLER AT LOCKER NATS, “I definitely like this position I’m in. You know, a couple back. Playing with Ben Curtis. He’s been playing well lately. I wouldn’t say the leader board’s jam packed. There’s I guess a few guys within 4 or 5 shots so, I think we’re going to have a good time. Try to feed off each other a bit and give those guys a little run.” 
RICKIE FOWLER BEGINS THE DAY 3 SHOTS OFF THE LEAD, AND AS HE LOOKS FOR HIS 2ND VICTORY IN AS MANY WEEKS, HE IS BUT ONE OF MANY CAPTIVATING STORYLINES FOR EXECUTIVE PRODUCER TOMMY ROY AND THE GOLF CHANNEL/NBC CREW DURING THE FINAL ROUND.

TOMMY ROY SOT, “Our leader board is terrific today with Na and everything that’s going on with his golf swing and Kuchar being a former local boy, great guy and obviously Fowler – the new young star – but there could be somebody coming out of the pack as well, so we have to be prepared to tell their stories.”
INTRO, “Welcome to the 39TH PLAYERS Championship. Always one of the most unpredictable Sundays in all of sports on Pete Dye’s masterful stage.”
AT THE START OF THE BROADCAST, KEVIN NA IS AT 12-UNDER PAR AND LOOKING FOR THE 2ND WIN OF HIS PGA TOUR CAREER.

WHILE MATT KUCHAR SEEKS HIS FOURTH CAREER VICTORY, AND FIRST SINCE THE 2010 BARCLAYS.

A WIN AT TPC SAWGRASS CAN DEFINE A CAREER; YOUR NAME PERMANENTLY ETCHED IN THE CIRCLE OF CHAMPIONS, YOUR COUNTRY’S FLAG DISPLAYED TRIUMPHANTLY.
INTRO, “From the United States, Matt Kuchar! {Kuuuuuch!}”

KUCHAR TRAILS NA BY ONE SHOT TO START THE ROUND, WHICH QUICKLY BECOMES TWO WHEN THE 33-YEAR OLD MAKES BOGEY ON THE OPENING HOLE.

MILLER CALL, “Played it outside the hole, you cannot do that.”
AT THE PAR-5 SECOND, NA CONTINUES TO WIN THE MENTAL BATTLE WITH HIS SWING AND INCREASES HIS LEAD TO THREE.

NA 2.3 CHIP TO 2’

MILLER, “Amazing is he can have those problems [HICKS – and do that] and hit it like he’s got it totally under control.”

HE IS MAKING IT LOOK EASY… AS IS PHIL MICKELSON. 

4-UNDER AND TIED FOR 14TH AFTER 54 HOLES, LEFTY IS MOVING UP THE LEADERBOARD – POSTING BIRDIES ON 2 OF HIS FIRST 4 HOLES, TO CLIMB INTO THE TOP 10.

MICKELSON QQ SOT 1: “Wind was quieter and calmer than what it's been, so there's some low scores out there.  It doesn't mean it's easy, but there's some low scores if you play well.”
FOWLER ALSO MAKES AN EARLY MOVE, SINKING A PAIR OF BIRDIES EARLY IN HIS ROUND TO GET WITHIN 2 OF NA’S LEAD.
FOWLER 4.3 LONG BIRDIE PUTT

KOCH, “This is carrying a lot of speed. Oh! That’s one way to stop it!”

MILLER, “He does the Arnold Palmer once in a while, doesn’t he?”

KOCH, “He’s pretty fearless.”

BUT THE PAR-4 5TH PROVES COSTLY. AFTER FINDING THE BUNKER, FOWLER STUMBLES AND CARDS A DOUBLE BOGEY.
FOWLER POST SOT, “Got off to a good start. Got a bit of a rough break. Day in and day out it’s not the easiest game to play and you’re not going to get the good bounces every day so, tried to battle through it. Uh, felt like we did a good job of it. Left some putts by the edge for par that obviously would have kept momentum going.”
FOWLER IS EVEN ON THE DAY AND TREADING WATER, BUT THE ORANGE CLAD 23-YEAR OLD HAS PLENTY OF SUPPORT AT TPC SAWGRASS – AS HE DOES WHEREVER HE PLAYS.

THEY’RE ATTRACTED TO HIS UNIQUE STYLE…THE CRAZY COLORS…THE FLAT BRIMS.

KID #2 SOT, “I think he’s cool because I like the way he dresses.”

KID #3 SOT, “Like, he has all the Puma hats and everything.”

KID #4 SOT, “The way he plays, I really like the style.” 

FOWLER’S EMERGENCE HAS SPAWNED A NEW GENERATION OF PGA TOUR FANS.

WITH RICKIE, THEY SEE A LITTLE OF THEMSELVES IN HIM.

KID #6 SOT, “The brighter it is, the more you get noticed. I mean it just looks so cool.”

A SIMILAR STORY WAS BEING TOLD 15 YEARS PRIOR, WITH YOUNG FANS INSPIRED BY A PHENOM DRAPED IN ANOTHER TRADEMARK COLOR. 

TIGER WOODS CAN RELATE TO FOWLER’S APPEAL TO THE GALLERIES – BUT ON SUNDAY, THEIR SCORES DRIFT IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. 

WOODS BOGEYS THE OPENING HOLE…THEN ADDS A DOUBLE AT THE 4TH, AND 2 MORE BOGEYS ON 6 AND 8.

HE FINISHES 1-UNDER FOR THE TOURNAMENT AND IN A TIE FOR 40TH.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FOUR ROUNDS, NA’S SWING ISSUES GET THE BEST OF HIM. A MISFIRE AT THE 5TH LEADS TO HIS FIRST BOGEY, AND ON THE FOLLOWING HOLE – THE LEADER IN PUTTING AVERAGE FOR THE WEEK LOSES HIS TOUCH ON THE GREENS. 

MILLER, “Mmm, that was nervous – that was the first stroke that had the p-word on it, pressure.”

HICKS, “That is his first miss inside 5 feet all week.”

NA DROPS TWO MORE SHOTS ON 8 AND 9 TO GO OUT IN 3-OVER 39.
NA QQ SOT 1: “I got off to a good start and just a couple mistakes here and there, and the wheels started kind of falling off a little bit. / I think I played aggressive and trying to catch up to Matt, which made it worse.” 
HICKS, “And its gone all bad in a hurry for Na. That is 4 bogeys in the last 5 holes to end his front nine. He falls back to 9-under.”

JUST AS NA FALTERS PRIOR TO THE TURN, MICKELSON DOES AS WELL, MAKING A PAIR OF BOGEYS TO DROP BACK TO EVEN PAR.
MICKELSON QQ SOT 1: “I did not score well.  I didn't salvage the shots around the greens the way I wanted to.  I didn't putt that well.  Certainly I didn't putt as well as I had been putting all year and didn't post a number.”
NEEDING A HISTORIC ROUND TO EVEN SCARE THE LEADERS, LEFTY CAN’T MUSTER A CHARGE.

THE NEWLY ENSHRINED WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME MEMBER FINISHES HIS PLAYERS WEEK IN A TIE FOR 25TH AFTER A FINAL ROUND 73.
MICKELSON QQ SOT, “The greens were watered, they were much softer. I mean I hit a couple shots that backed up. I hadn’t backed up a shot all week, so they were much more receptive, you could get to some of the pins, so there’s some low scores out there. It doesn’t mean its easy, but there’s some low scores if you play well.” 
MICKELSON NATS, “Hey little buddy, here you go.”

WORLD NUMBER TWO LUKE DONALD FINDS THE FRONT NINE DIFFICULT ON SUNDAY, AS WELL, AND SHOWS HIS FRUSTRATION WITH ANOTHER MISSED BIRDIE CHANCE AT THE NINTH.

BUT THE ENGLISHMAN LEAVES HIS STRUGGLES BEHIND AS HE MAKES THE TURN AND TIES THE LOW ROUND OF THE WEEK ON THE BACK SIDE – COMING HOME IN 30.

A TOTAL OF SEVEN BIRDIES ON THE CARD GIVES DONALD THE SECOND BEST ROUND OF HIS CAREER AT THE PLAYERS, AND MAKES HIM THE LEADER IN THE CLUBHOUSE AT -9 UNDER.

HICKS CALL, “This performance today, a 66.”

MILLER CALL, “He better not leave the premises…he could be in a playoff, who knows.”

KUCHAR CONTINUES TO PLAY NEARLY FLAWLESS GOLF. HE CLOSES OUT THE FRONT NINE WITH 4 ADDITIONAL PARS AND A BIRDIE AT 9 TO GET TO 12-UNDER.

HICKS, “That’s going to be a tap in birdie for Kuchar.”

HE TAKES SOLE POSESSION OF THE LEAD AT A TOURNAMENT THAT HOLDS A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO HIM AND HIS FAMILY.

KUCHAR SOT, “I stay with Mom and Dad. They stay 2 miles down the road. Love being here. The people here are great. This course is such a demanding course, a course that requires every shot in the book, really tests ya, tests your mental toughness as well as your golf game.”  

LEADERBOARD VO: 
WITH THE LEADERS MAKING THE TURN, KUCHAR HOLDS A ONE-SHOT LEAD OVER MARTIN LAIRD. IN ALL, FIVE PLAYERS ARE WITHIN FOUR SHOTS OF KUCHAR AS THEY ATTACK THE BACK NINE. 
AFTER CARDING A FRONT SIDE 37…

[PAUSE FOR NATS]

…THAT SEES HIM 4-SHOTS OFF THE PACE AS HE MAKES THE TURN, FOWLER HEATS UP WITH BACK-TO-BACK BIRDIES ON 11 AND 12. 

FOWLER SOT, “I feel really confident with my game and with the position I have been in the last couple of weeks in contention…its been a lot of fun and coming down the stretch here at the PLAYERS. Finally hitting some good shots and having my swing the way I want it to be and having control of my golf ball and its fun to give it a run.”
WITH HIS FATHER ROD LOOKING ON, TEAM FOWLER COULD ONLY HOPE THE BIRDIE BINGE THAT HE HAS CARRIED OVER FROM LAST WEEK’S WIN IN CHARLOTTE CONTINUES.
HICKS, “Maybe that’ll propel him down the stretch.”

DAD – Ron sot: “This week he’s playing good, he still has that swing going I think he’s pretty comfortable out here, I wouldn’t be surprised if he doesn’t put a something solid here coming in.” 
LIKE FOWLER, NA LOOKS TO BOUNCE BACK FROM HIS STRUGGLES ON THE FRONT NINE, BUT THE STADIUM COURSE IS HARD ENOUGH COMING DOWN THE STRETCH ON SUNDAY. ADD A MESS OF SWING THOUGHTS AND IT’S NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE.
NA SOT, “The average golfer has no clue how much pressure we’re playing under, and how tough it is, and how much of a fight it is mentally, and I honestly think I had a good fight, I hung in there, and I just take the positives from it.”
NA LIMPS HOME WITH A 76.

NA SOT, “I might try to take out the whole waggle, and uh, you know honestly that’s going to be a battle.” 
PLAYING ALONGSIDE, KUCHAR LOOKS TO BUILD ON HIS 1-UNDER 35 ON THE FRONT. HE ADDS A BIRDIE AT THE PAR 4 12TH TO GET TO 13-UNDER.

KOCH CALL, “Got it. So Matt Kuchar opens up a 2-stroke lead.”

SO CLOSE TO WINNING THE COVETED PLAYERS CRYSTAL, EVEN THE CALM AND COOL KUCHAR FEELS THE NERVES.

KUCHAR SOT, “I was grinding out there a lot today. It’s amazing the feelings that go through your mind your body when you are playing to win a tournament like this, you shake over the ball, you feel like you should back off and reset and the nerves don’t go away.”
SEEMINGLY OBLIVIOUS TO HIS NERVES IS SCOTTISH BORN MARTIN LAIRD. [PAUSE] A FRONT NINE 33 VAULTS HIM INTO CONTENTION, AND WITH BIRDIES AT 11, 12, AND 13, HE FINDS HIMSELF IN A TIE FOR THE LEAD.

LAIRD 13.2

JACOBSEN, “He’s putting great today that’s his 8th one-putt green today. Wow.”
LAIRD SOT, “The way I played on the front nine, I knew I was right back in the golf tournament and that was kinda my goal to go out today to have a great front nine and get myself right back in there. And I felt great out there I was very comfortable I really wasn’t that nervous, that was probably the most comfortable I felt in that position ever.”

THE 29-YEAR OLD RUNS INTO TROUBLE FOR THE FIRST TIME ALL DAY AT 14, WHERE HE IS UNABLE TO SAVE PAR FROM THE BUNKER, THOUGH HE ARRIVES AT THE 18TH WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO TIE THE LEAD ONCE AGAIN.

PEPPER, “Very high and a big-big, pull.”

HICKS, “Dry, just the other side of the bunker.”

ON THE GREEN, LAIRD’S PAR ATTEMPT SLIDES BY, BUT HE TAKES THE CLUBHOUSE LEAD AT 11-UNDER. 

MILLER, “That’s why golf’s so tough.”
ZACH JOHNSON TOO SHOWS SOME FIGHT IN THE END.

A BIRDIE AT 16 GETS HIM TO 11-UNDER AND WITHIN TWO OF THE LEAD.

ZACH JOHNSON 16.4 BIRDIE PUTT

KOCH, “And he’s got it. A good stroke. Nice up and down.”

A LONG PAR PUTT AT 18 SEALS A ROUND OF 68.

HICKS, “Still hoping that he’s got a chance! He’s fighting to the finish.”

MILLER, “That’s a gutsy round. I’m proud of him.”

HICKS, “Ties Laird in the clubhouse for the lead.”

BUT THE FORMER MASTERS CHAMP IS LEFT TO WONDER IF A SATURDAY 73 COST HIM HIS CHANCE.

NATS FROM Fowler dad, “Here we go. Yeah”
WITH DAD STILL WATCHING, FOWLER BEGINS TO MOUNT HIS CHARGE AT THE 16TH.
PEPPER, “Well done.”

KOCH, “Nice. Beautiful touch. That’ll get Rickie to 10-under par.” 

A BIRDIE AT THE PAR-5 IS FOLLOWED UP WITH YET ANOTHER AT THE FAMED ISLAND GREEN.
KOCH, “It’s got a chance! Rickie Fowler.”
HICKS, “Birdie-birdie!”

MILLER, “What a big putt.”

KOCH, “Huh, and Matt Kuchar couldn’t help but hear that.”

A SHORT DISTANCE AWAY, KUCHAR HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND.

KOCH, “Big putt here from just over 15 feet…And he’s got it! So Kuchar answers.”

NATS GALLERY, “Kuuuuuuch!” 


HICKS, “This walk right here, the long walk to the shot, just further dramatizes everything about it.” 

AHEAD AT THE DIFFICULT PAR-4 HOME HOLE, FOWLER TAKES DEAD AIM WITH HIS APPROACH.

HICKS, “Only been 3 birdies at this hole all day, Fowler’s lined up for a fourth.”

MILLER, “Awesome!”

HICKS, “Can he post 12-under, take over the lead in the clubhouse and give Kuchar a little something else to think about?”

BACK AT THE 17TH, KUCHAR PLAYS THE PAR THREE WITH A 3-SHOT LEAD.
KOCH, “Ohhhh….”

HICKS, “So Kuchar drops one at 17, he’s back to 13-under. This birdie putt if it drops will get Fowler to within one. He loves the big moments.” 

NATS GALLERY, “Ohhhh!”

MILLER, “That’s a classic miss.”

HICKS, “So Kuchar is going to have a 2-shot lead over 4 players.”

FOWLER, “Gave it a nice run at the end. I had a good read on the putt at the last, got to see Ben Curtis make it in front of me and I just kinda shoved it a little bit to the right and didn’t catch enough of the hole on the right side. It’s been a lot of fun to play in front of my very supportive fans especially the young crowd, and I try to give them my best and I wanted to get a back-to-back win for them but uh, looks like we’re going to come up just a little bit short.” 
AND NOW THE TABLE IS SET FOR KUCHAR, WHO IS THREE PUTTS FROM HIS FIRST PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.
MILLER, “Good speed. Very nice. You talk about the Kuchar smile, this is mega-smile.”

HICKS, “Matt Kuchar has the biggest championship of his career – the 2012 PLAYERS Champion. And here we go, one boy, two boys – Cameron and Carson come out to congratulate Dad.”

KUCHAR, “Happy Mother’s Day, huh. Put it up here.” 

FINAL LEADERBOARD VO: 

KUCHAR’S VICTORY COMES IN HIS EIGHTH START AT THE PLAYERS. IT IS ONE OF 25 TOP-10 FINISHES SINCE THE START OF THE 2010 SEASON, TYING HIM FOR MOST ON TOUR DURING THAT STRETCH WITH LUKE DONALD. 

SUNDAY KUCHAR KOI TROPHY:  “What an amazing feeling, to hoist this trophy The PLAYERS champion to win amongst the strongest field in golf and to do it on Mothers Day.  I could not think of many more special times to win a tournament like this. This really is special and I‘m so excited to share it with every body (CRYS) Kuccccccccch!”
NATS KUCHAR HUGS WIFE:  “Oh baby doll. (kisses)
KUCHAR’S FOURTH CAREER PGA TOUR VICTORY MARKS THE FIRST TIME IN FIVE YEARS AN AMERICAN HAS BEEN PRESENTED WITH A CHAMPIONS LOCKER.
NATS KUCHAR LOOKING AT PRIVATE LOCKER:  “Our little private room back here [laughs].  Hey it’s not private hey I though it was private.”

SOT, “Congratulations and welcome to the Champions Locker Room. I’m really proud of you.” 

SOT JHONATHAN BYRD ON MATT, “To watch your friend Matt. He’s a neighbor now, so I’ve gotten to know him a little better, he and his family, so I’m just real excited for him.” 
SOT ZACH JOHNSON ON MATT, “I’m very, very happy with him. I mean he’s obviously been cemented as a bona fide top player out here, this even adds to it.” 

NATS KUCHAR SOT IN Clubhouse:  “As a golfer we all dream of to be able to make that final putt on the 72nd hole and having your family run out and jump into your arms and I had that situation today. It was a true story book feeling for me.  It’s awesome.”

NATS KUCHAR HOLDING TROPHY:  “Big smile, there you go, outstanding”  
