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FOR THIRTY YEARS, THE STADIUM COURSE AT TPC SAWGRASS HAS TESTED GOLF’S BEST… RUNNING THEM THROUGH THE GAUNTLET WHERE ONE MIS-STEP CAN DROWN THE BOLDEST OF DREAMS…

Call: Oh, what kinda shot?…that wasn’t even close. 

PETE DYE’S LAYOUT A SCULPTED MASTERPIECE OF RISK AND REWARD…BEAUTIFUL TO THE EYE, LYING IN WAIT…UNTIL THE CRYSTAL COMES IN VIEW…  

THEN IT TRANSFORMS INTO A CAULDRON OF PRESSURE OVERFLOWING WITH TENSION.  

IN 2011, PLAYERS FROM 20 COUNTRIES DID THEIR BEST TO STARE IT DOWN…
WHILE YOUTH WAS SERVED EARLY…THE QUEST FOR THE TITLE CAME DOWN TO EXPERIENCE… 

Call:  What a great story this would be.

MAJOR WINNERS AND GLOBAL CHAMPIONS BATTLING TO THE VERY LAST HOLE

Call:  And Toms pours it in. 

…AND EVEN THAT WASN’T ENOUGH TO DECIDE A VICTOR.
Call:  Just when they thought they were through with that island green at 17, they have to go back there with everything on the line.  

THE GRAND DESIGN OF THE COURSE’S SIGNATURE HOLE SET THE STAGE FOR THE LATEST ADDITION TO THE CIRCLE OF CHAMPIONS… AND THE FIRST ASIAN TO CALL HIMSELF THE PLAYERS CHAMPION.  
WELCOME TO THE PLAYERS 2011 OFFICIAL FILM.
EARLY WEEK------------------------------------------------------
PLAYERS WEEK 2011 BEGINS WITH A MEANINGFUL TRIBUTE.  AT THE CIRCLE OF CHAMPIONS, THE SPANISH FLAG FLIES AT HALF STAFF…IN HONOR OF SEVE BALLESTEROS, THE EUROPEAN LEGEND WHO PASSED AWAY JUST DAYS BEFORE.  USUALLY THE DEFENDING CHAMPION’S COUNTRY FLAG ADORNS THE CIRCLE, BUT 2010 WINNER TIM CLARK FELT THE LOSS OF A GOLFING ICON CALLED FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT.  

sot clark:  …Seve was a hero of mine growing up.  In losing Seve last week, the whole golfing world is saddened by that.  To have his flag up here is just a small little tribute to him.  He deserves a whole lot more.  He did a lot for golf.  He’s obviously going to be missed.  

ON MONDAY NIGHT, BALLESTEROS’S COUNTRYMEN SERGIO GARCIA AND ALVARO QUIROS JOINED PGA TOUR PLAYERS AND CADDIES IN A SOCCER MATCH AGAINST A LOCAL TEAM FROM THE JACKSONVILLE AREA.  GARCIA’S GOAL PROPELLED HIS TEAM TO A 3-3 DRAW.  BUT IT WAS MORE IMPORTANT TO GET A LITTLE TIME AWAY FROM THE PRESSURES OF THE PLAYERS.  

sot Garcia: I can tell you there wasn’t one second where I was thinking about golf when I was in the pitch.  It’s one of the reasons why I love doing it.  It takes me away from my sport.  I played my whole life so it a fun thing for me.  
McDowell Nats:  Michael, very nice to meet you.

ON TUESDAY, U.S. OPEN CHAMPION GRAEME MCDOWELL HELPED THE MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION FULFILL THE DREAM OF 12-YEAR OLD MICHAEL DEVRIES.  DEVRIES WAS DIAGNOSED WITH A RARE LIVER DISEASE AT AGE 5… AND RECEIVED A LIVER TRANSPLANT IN 2008.  SPENDING TIME ON THE RANGE WITH HIS FAVORITE GOLFER CAME AS A COMPLETE SURPRISE.    

Sot from Mark DeVries:  Graeme went straight up to him and said I’d like to hit balls with you and it was just great to see the expression on his face.  It was complete shock.  

sot from McDowell: We’re in a great position to be able to give something back to kids like Michael.  Michael’s had a liver transplant but I mean he’s got a great attitude to life.  He’s got a great golf swing.  I think he’ll be ready for the Tour in a few years time.  
ON WEDNESDAY, FIRST TIMERS AT THE PLAYERS GREETED THE MEDIA.  THE GROUP OF 15 INCLUDES THE YOUNGEST TO EVER PLAY THIS CHAMPIONSHIP, 18 YEAR OLD MATTEO MANASSERO OF ITALY.   

Sot Manassero:  I didn’t know what to expect.  I knew the course from Playstation, as everybody does.  But being here and being on that 17th tee, and 18, it’s a special place.  And you can feel really the special atmosphere around THE PLAYERS. 
AS THE SUN SET ON THE EVE OF THIS GREAT CHAMPIONSHIP, FANS AND PLAYERS WERE TREATED TO A CONCERT FROM AWARD WINNING MUSICIAN DARIUS RUCKER AS PART OF MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY…IT’S THE LAST CHANCE TO RELAX BEFORE THE TENSION OF THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP HEATS UP. 
Sot Rucker:  Thank you guys for everything you do.  Thank you.   

FIRST ROUND-------------------------------------------
THURSDAY MORNING… THE FIRST ROUND AND A FAMILIAR FACE ARRIVES AT THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE. 

FIRST TEE ANNOUNCE, “Next on the tee, winner of the 2001 PLAYERS Championship, Tiger Woods." 

PLAYING IN HIS FIRST EVENT SINCE POSTING A TIE FOR FOURTH AT THE MASTERS, THE OPTIMISM TIGER WOODS FELT ENTERING THE DAY QUICKLY DISSIPATES. 

Annc:  His short game just has not been sharp.  
TIGER QQ, “I'm having a hard time walking. It felt good this morning and warm and as I kept playing it progressively worse. Knee acted up then Achilles followed after that then calf started cramping up then everything started getting tight and it was a chain reaction.”

FOLLOWING AN OPENING BOGEY, WOODS CARDS 2 MORE BOGEYS AND A DISASTROUS TRIPLE ON THE FOURTH…
Annc: That was his fourth!!!! 

…HIS FIRST EVER AT SAWGRASS.

OUT IN 42, HIS WORST 9-HOLE SCORE AT THE PLAYERS IN 14 STARTS…THERE WOULD BE NO TURN FOR WOODS. 

CITING HIS LINGERING INJURIES, HE WITHDRAWS FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR AT THE PLAYERS. 

TIGER QQ, “This is a big event. I wanted to come back for it and play and unfortunately I wasn’t able to finish.” 

AFTER LOSING THE THIRD MEMBER OF THEIR GROUP, WOODS’ PLAYING COMPETITORS MARTIN KAYMER AND MATT KUCHAR CONTINUE TO PLAY AND THRIVE. 

MARTIN KAYMER QQ SOT, “I was pleased with a lot of parts of my game today I was driving the ball much better. I hit a lot of fairways and then I could finally go for the flags it was fairly easy in the morning and it was soft the pins were not too tough, so I just hit a lot of good wedges to the holes and could make the putts.”

KAYMER FINISHES THE DAY AT 5-UNDER PAR AND KUCHAR CLOSES AT 3-UNDER. 

DESPITE BOTH RANKING IN THE TOP 10 IN THE WORLD AND PLAYING WELL, NEITHER HAS VISITED THE WINNER’S CIRCLE IN 2011… SOMETHING THE PLAYER RANKED 49TH IN THE WORLD IS TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH IN CONSECUTIVE WEEKS. 

LUCAS GLOVER QQ SOT, “I'm a confidence guy / anytime you win you get a lot of confidence and if you prepare doing the right things leading up to the week it should still go your way.”

OUT IN 31, LUCAS GLOVER CONTINUES HIS SOLID PLAY ON THE BACK NINE.   

Annc: Winner a week ago at the Wells Fargo Championship, still red hot with the putter

SIX BIRDIES AND AN EAGLE ON THE DAY HELP GLOVER SHOOT AN IMPRESSIVE 7-UNDER 65, TYING HIS LOWEST CAREER ROUND AT TPC SAWGRASS.

LUCAS GLOVER QQ SOT, “It's always good to be under with these last couple holes. Momentum is big anywhere especially here you got 17 and 18 to sew up the day.”

2010 PLAYERS CHAMPION TIM CLARK BEGINS HIS TITLE DEFENSE ON THE 10TH TEE, BUT COMES INTO THE EVENT NURSING A SORE RIGHT ELBOW.  

THE SOUTH AFRICAN MANAGES A 2-OVER 74 IN JUST HIS SECOND START ON THE PGA TOUR SINCE JANUARY. 

PLAYING ALONGSIDE CLARK IS 2008 CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA, WHO RESCUES AN OTHERWISE LOST ROUND ON THURSDAY WITH AN EAGLE THREE ON HIS FINAL HOLE OF THE DAY, THE PAR-5 9TH. 

CALL: That was moving. (laughter) The wry smile from Garcia.  He’s thinking Thank Goodness I left the flagstick in.  
GARCIA MATCHES CLARK WITH A 74 IN ROUND ONE. 

THE DOMINANT STORY OF THE MORNING BECOMES THE ROUND OF CADILLAC CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER NICK WATNEY, WHO CONVERTS FOR AN IMPRESSIVE 9 BIRDIES EN ROUTE TO A 64, HIGHLIGHTED BY AN EAGLE AT THE SECOND. 

GANNON, “Not expecting it to go in, but does!”

ANNC:  64 ONE OFF OF THE COURSE RECORD here in the opening round for Watney..  

NICK WATNEY QQ SOT, “Whenever I've shot a low round like that you always make a few 15-20 footer that you don't make every day. The putter is a great way to keep momentum if you happen to hit a loose shot or gain with birdie putts. Overall I felt very much in control I wish I could of kept going really.”

MID-1ST ROUND LEADERBOARD:

	Position
	Player 
	Score
	Today

	1
	Nick Watney
	-8
	64

	2
	Lucas Glover
	-7
	65

	3
	Martin Kaymer
	-5
	67

	
	Rory Sabbatini
	-5
	67

	
	Fredrik Jacobson
	-5
	67

	6
	Davis Love III
	-4
	68

	
	Ben Crane
	-4
	68

	8
	Matt Kuchar
	-3
	69


WATNEY IS MAKING HIS FIFTH START AT THE PLAYERS, HAVING NEVER FINISHED HIGHER THAN 17TH. HIS FIRST ROUND 64 IS FOUR SHOTS BETTER THAN HIS PREVIOUS LOW ROUND AT SAWGRASS.  TWO-TIME CHAMPION DAVIS LOVE THE THIRD IS IN SEARCH OF HIS 8TH CAREER TOP-10 AFTER AN OPENING ROUND 68. 
//TRANSITION//

REIGNING U.S. OPEN CHAMPION GRAEME MCDOWELL TEES OFF IN THE AFTERNOON WITH TEMPERED EXPECTATIONS. AFTER BEGINNING THE SEASON WITH 3 STRAIGHT TOP TENS, THE NORTHERN IRISHMAN HAS FAILED TO MAKE THE CUT IN 3 OF HIS LAST 4 EVENTS. 

MCDOWELL QQ SOT, “I've been working hard the last 3 or 4 weeks and not reallt getting anything out of my golf swing. I felt like the light switch came on this weekend. I started seeing the golf ball behaving again. I've been beating myself up a little bit it's frustrating we put pressure on ourselves we want to play well every week but you can't play well but I expect to play better than I have been playing, that's for sure.”

MCDOWELL’S EXPECTATIONS ARE NOT UNFOUNDED AS HE GETS OFF TO A QUICK START ON THURSDAY WITH A BIRDIE-BIRDIE START.

GANNON, “How about the putter the first couple of holes!?”

THE 31-YEAR OLD OPENS WITH A SOLID 67, LEAVING HIM JUST 3 SHOTS OFF THE LEAD.

PARKIN, “Oh my goodness me! [laughs]”

CALL, “I don’t think he thought he could get that within 15-20 feet” 

2007 PLAYERS CHAMPION PHIL MICKELSON JOINS MCDOWELL IN SHOWING OFF HIS MAGNIFICENT SHORT GAME.  
HICKS, “Yes and there it is. Mickelson with an eagle moves it to 3-under.”
MILLER, “Just a genius at chipping that’s all there is to it.” 

BUT FOR ALL OF THE EXCITEMENT LEFTY SENDS THROUGH THE GALLERIES AT SAWGRASS, THE 40-YEAR OLD CAN’T FIND CONSISTENCY AND POSTS 3 BOGEYS ALONG WITH 4 BIRDIES FOR A 1-UNDER 71. 

JACOBSEN, ‘Watch that. Oh. 

MILLER, “He can’t believe it.”

JACOBSEN, “That is what you’d call a bad break.”

MICKELSON QQ SOT 1, “This is a frustrating finish for me because I played pretty well.   I felt like I left five or six shots out there. I'm going to try to regroup tonight and see if I can get out tomorrow morning and get the score that I was hoping for.”

ANNC:  Jason Day on the tee with a 4 iron in hand.  

SOME OF THE GAME’S RISING YOUNG STARS DID FIND LOW SCORES ON THE STADIUM COURSE.  23 YEAR OLD AUSTRALIAN JASON DAY CARDED 6 BIRDIES ON HIS WAY TO AN OPENING ROUND 69.  


Annc:  delicate little chip down the hill and… sometimes they go in when you least expect it.  
28 YEAR OLD SPANIARD ALVARO QUIROS GOT A COUPLE OF FORTUNATE BREAKS ON HIS WAY TO A 67.   

ANNC:  how bout this bounce!  Wow. Sometimes you get lucky and he knows it.   
HIS 7 BIRDIES INCLUDED EACH OF THE TREACHEROUS FINAL THREE HOLES.  

ANNC:  There you go.  This one just kind of sneaks in the side door.  
DAVID TOMS SHOWED GOING LOW WAS NOT JUST FOR THE YOUNG.  AT 44 YEARS OF AGE, THE VETERAN STARTS HIS 19TH PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP ON THE BACK NINE AND RECORDS 3 BIRDIES GOING OUT. 

MILLER, “…He’s starting to play really good golf. He’s hitting more fairways. He’s right up there in all around stats and it’s good to see with his great putting stroke.” 

DAVID TOMS QQ SOT 1, “This course. You need some experience to play here, especially the wind today was up pretty good. You don't have to hit driver on every hole. Probably helps me with my length to be able to get it down there with a chance to attack.”

WITH THREE MORE BIRDIES ON HIS INWARD NINE, TOMS PULLS  WITHIN 2 SHOTS OF THE LEAD AND POSTS ONE OF ONLY 3 BOGEY-FREE ROUNDS ON THURSDAY.

GANNON, “Boy what a day for David Toms. Out in 33, coming in and posting a 66, just two off the lead.”  

POST 1ST ROUND LEADERBOARD:

	Position
	Player 
	Score
	Today

	1
	Nick Watney
	-8
	64

	2
	Lucas Glover
	-7
	65

	3
	David Toms
	-6
	66

	
	Mark O’Meara
	-6
	66

	5
	Martin Kaymer
	-5
	67

	
	Graeme McDowell
	-5
	67

	
	Rory Sabbatini
	-5
	67

	
	Alvaro Quiros
	-5
	67


COPY:   
NICK WATNEY’S MORNING 64 HOLDS UP FOR A 1-SHOT LEAD AS THE OPENING ROUND COMES TO A CLOSE.  

LUKE DONALD’S 69 IS ONE OF ONLY 3 BOGEY FREE ROUNDS ON THE DAY.  

SOME OTHER NOTABLES:  K.J. CHOI SHOOTS A 2 UNDER PAR 70 AND IS TIED FOR 25TH.  AND TEENAGER MATTEO MANASSERO STARTS HIS FIRST PLAYERS WITH AN EVEN PAR ROUND OF 72.  

SECOND ROUND----------------------------------------------------
Announce:  Day 2 of THE PLAYERS from Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida.  Temperatures expected to reach 90 degrees.  Ideal for scoring.
AS THE SECOND ROUND OF THE PLAYERS GETS UNDERWAY, 2007 CHAMPION PHIL MICKELSON IS TRYING TO MAKE UP GROUND AFTER A DISAPPOINTING FIRST ROUND. 7 SHOTS BACK ENTERING FRIDAY, HE GOES OUT IN 5-UNDER 31 TO GET WITHIN 2.
16 EAGLE REAX/NATS

MEANWHILE, REIGNING US OPEN CHAMPION GRAEME MCDOWELL IS ALSO TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRISTINE MORNING CONDITIONS. HE BIRDIES 4 OF HIS FIRST 11 HOLES TO GET TO 9-UNDER, JUST 1 OFF THE LEAD.

TWO GROUPS AHEAD, DAVID TOMS IS QUIETLY MATCHING MCDOWELL BIRDIE FOR BIRDIE. 

NATS:  APPLAUSE

BUILDING ON HIS OPENING ROUND 66, HE PLAYS THE SLOPE WITH HIS TEE SHOT AT THE PAR-3 13TH
NATS: APPLAUSE

…AND KNOCKS IN THE BIRDIE TO GET TO 4-UNDER ON THE DAY AND TO THE TOP OF THE LEADERBOARD.

DAVID TOMS: “You mentally have to be there as well as physically, especially on a golf course like this. It is a game of momentum, and it's a game that you can find it pretty quick and you can lose it pretty quick.”

MCDOWELL CAN RELATE. AFTER HIS BLISTERING START, HE CARDS 2 BOGEYS AND A DOUBLE OVER HIS FINAL 7, BUT STILL ENDS THE DAY WITH A 3-UNDER 69 AND IS JUST 2 SHOTS OFF THE PACE.

GRAEME McDOWELL: “I really haven't put myself in position going into a Saturday yet this year. So I said to my caddie walking to the first tee yesterday, ‘I’m missing being in contention.  Let’s go and put ourselves in contention this weekend.’ These last two days have been a huge step forward for me after the way I played the last six weeks.”

WHILE MCDOWELL MAINTAINS HIS STATUS AS A CONTENDOR THIS WEEK, PHIL MICKELSON IS NOT AS LUCKY, MELTING DOWN IN THE STEAMY FLORIDA TEMPERATURES ON HIS INWARD NINE.

PHIL MICKELSON: I just really let a good round go, it's disappointing. I don't really know what to say. I stopped hitting fairways and really just kind of lost the momentum.

HE MAKES 4 BOGEYS OVER HIS FINAL 7 HOLES, FINISHING WITH A 2ND STRAIGHT 1-UNDER 71, AND SITS TIED FOR 34TH ENTERING THE WEEKEND.

PHIL MICKELSON: You always come out on Saturday with hopes of going low and moving up the leaderboard. / Now I've got to go out and shoot something low 60's tomorrow to get back in it.

MICKELSON WILL BE CHASING FELLOW 40-SOMETHING DAVID TOMS, WHOSE CONFIDENCE SHOWS GOING FOR THE PAR 5 16TH IN 2.  
IT WOULD BE HIS 6TH BIRDIE ON THE WAY TO A 4-UNDER 68… GOOD FOR A 2 SHOT LEAD.  
DAVID TOMS: “I haven't done anything great, I've just been very solid in every part of the game. The golf course is pretty soft right now. Certainly a good day for scoring.”

[LEADERBOARD ( TOMS HOLDS THE CLUBHOUSE LEAD FOLLOWING THE MORNING WAVE, 2 SHOTS AHEAD OF GRAEME MCDOWELL AND FIRST ROUND LEADER NICK WATNEY, WHILE AARON BADDELEY’S 67 GETS HIM WITHIN 3 OF THE LEAD.]

3 STROKES BACK WHEN THE DAY BEGAN, WORLD NUMBER 2 MARTIN KAYMER NOW STARTS HIS 2ND ROUND 5 BEHIND TOMS. HOPING TO BUILD ON HIS OPENING ROUND 67, KAYMER STUMBLES EARLY, CARDING 2 BOGEYS AND NO BIRDIES ON HIS OUTWARD 9, FAILING TO CAPITALIZE ON SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES.

NATS

THIS WILL BE A THEME THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON FOR MANY PLAYERS, INCLUDING KAYMER’S PARTNER- MATT KUCHAR. HE IS UP AND DOWN ALL DAY, THE PAR-4 15TH SERVING AS A MICROCOSM OF HIS ROUND.

 ANNC – Something you don’t see Matt Kuchar do very often.  JUST A NORMAL UP AND DOWN
WHILE HE FARES BETTER THAN KAYMER ON HIS OPENING NINE, KUCHAR STILL MAKES THE TURN PLUS 1 ON THE DAY BEFORE FINISHING WITH AN EVEN PAR 72 TO FALL 7 SHOTS BEHIND DAVID TOMS.

AS THE AFTERNOON CONTINUES TO HEAT UP, THE SOFT GREENS FROM THE MORNING ARE NOW NOTHING BUT A DISTANT MEMORY, FRUSTRATING MUCH OF THE FIELD… LUCAS GLOVER INCLUDED. COMING OFF A 7-UNDER 65, GLOVER CAN’T TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A SERIES OF BIRDIE CHANCES.
LUCAS GLOVER: “I'm happy with the way I played. I didn't make as many putts as yesterday. I felt like I just misread a few. Happy with where I stand, but got to give myself as many opportunities for birdies tomorrow as I can make.”
NICK WATNEY CAN EMPATHIZE, AS HE TOO SQUANDERS SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR RED NUMBERS.

HE HAS ONLY 3 ONE-PUTTS ALL DAY, COMPARED TO 10 IN ROUND ONE. 

BUT WATNEY’S PLAYING PARTNER, RORY SABBATINI, IS HAVING NO SUCH TROUBLE, MAKING PUTTS FROM EVERYWHERE TO GET WITHIN 2 OF THE LEAD. 

NATS

BUT SOON HIS FLATSTICK GOES COLD AS WELL, AND HE STRUGGLES ON HIS INWARD 9…

…THE CRUSHING BLOW A DOUBLE BOGEY AT 17 THAT DROPS HIM TO 6-UNDER…AND INTO A TIE FOR 11TH.

Annc:  Wow, what kinda shot…That wasn’t even close

AS SABBATINI DROPS DOWN THE LEADERBOARD, SOUTH KOREA’S K.J. CHOI IS SLOWLY CLIMBING IT. 

ANNC:  FOR EAGLE, JUST DROPS IN THE FRONT FOR KJ WHO MOVES TO 3 UNDER.
HIS ROUND IS A SHOWCASE FOR THE ALL-AROUND STRENGTH OF HIS GAME.  

Annc:  How bout this one.  How bout this one.  So that’s going to be a kick in birdie for him.  

ONE OF THE FEW PLAYERS TO FIND SUCCESS ON THE GREENS IN THE AFTERNOON, CHOI CARDS 6 BIRDIES AND AN EAGLE ON THE DAY EN ROUTE TO A 68, TIEING SABBATINI AT 6-UNDER.

ANNC:  Sometimes when you least expect them.  he’s pretty calm and cool in big moments.  He’s a pretty cool customer.    
ALSO MOVING UP THE LEADERBOARD IS LUKE DONALD.  HE STARTED THE WEEK WITH A CHANCE TO TAKE OVER THE WORLD NUMBER ONE RANKING, AND HE IS PLAYING LIKE IT TODAY.  

ANNC:  A CHANCE TO MAKE YET ANOTHER BIRDIE

5 BIRDIES MAKE FOR HIS SECOND STRAIGHT BOGEY FREE CARD… THE 67 MOVES HIM TO 8-UNDER PAR, 2 BEHIND THE LEADER.   

Sot Donald:  this is a tough course, there’s a lot of danger lurking and its pretty easy to slip up around this course so its pretty satisfying to go without making a bogey for 36 holes.  
MARTIN KAYMER IS UNABLE TO MAKE A SIMILAR CHARGE.  

FOUR BIRDIES OVER HIS FINAL 8 HOLES ONLY GET HIM TO EVEN PAR 72, THE ONLY PLAYER ON THE TOP 22 OF THE LEADERBOARD NOT TO SHOOT UNDER PAR.  HE HEADS TO SATURDAY 5 SHOTS OFF THE PACE. 

ON THE OTHER SDE OF THE COURSE, LUCAS GLOVER CONTINUES TO HAVE HIS SHARE OF TROUBLE…

ANNC: “Ouch. Uncharacteristic, especially as of late.”

…BUT HE STILL FINISHES HIS ROUND TIED FOR 3RD AT 8-UNDER. HE TRAILS ONLY TOMS AND WATNEY, WHOSE 2ND ROUND 71 LEAVES HIM JUST ONE SHOT BACK, BUT WONDERING WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN. HE HITS 16 OF 18 GREENS IN REGULATION BUT MAKES ONLY 3 BIRDIES.

ANNC: “A number of missed opportunities to share the lead coming home.”

NICK WATNEY: “I'm not exactly happy. I felt like I let quite a few get away out there, but I guess that's just the game. And I'll try to work on it today and maybe I'm saving it for the weekend.”


WATNEY TRAILS TOMS BY 1 AND SITS JUST AHEAD OF A DANGEROUS FOURSOME OF BIG-NAME PLAYERS AT 8-UNDER PAR. HUNTER MAHAN AND AARON BADDELEY ARE AMONG THOSE 3 BACK AFTER 2ND ROUND 67’S.
SOME NOTABLES WHO WILL NOT BE AROUND FOR THE WEEKEND INCLUDE NEWLY ENSHRINED WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME MEMBER ERNIE ELS, ENGLAND’S PAUL CASEY, JIM FURYK WHO MISSES JUST HIS 3RD CUT IN 16 APPEARANCES, VIJAY SINGH, AUSTRALIAN ADAM SCOTT AND DEFENDING CHAMPION TIM CLARK WHO WITHDREW DUE TO INJURY.  
THIRD ROUND-------------------------------------------------------
NAT VOLUNTEER:  “Good morning you got mom and dad out of bed?  Ha, ha, ha.  Good morning, welcome to THE PLAYERS!”
SATURDAY AT THE PLAYERS, FANS FILE INTO THE STADIUM COURSE ANTICIPATING A BATTLE AT THE TOP OF THE LEADERBOARD.     

MORE THAN 25 PLAYERS ARE WITHIN 6 SHOTS OF THE LEAD…IT PROMISES TO BE AN EXCITING DAY…AND THE FIREWORKS BEGIN EARLY…  

ARGENTINA’S ANGEL CABRERA, IN THE 4TH GROUP OF THE DAY, MAKES 7 BIRDIES THROUGH 17 HOLES TO GET WITHIN 4 OF THE LEAD.  

Nats

SWEDEN’S PETER HANSON ALSO USES THE MORNING CALM TO HIS ADVANTAGE.  SEVEN UNDER THROUGH 16 HOLES, HE’S NOW 3 BEHIND.  

TEEING OFF JUST BEFORE 1PM, MARTIN KAYMER FIGURES TO GET A QUICK JUMP ON THE LEADERS.  HIS APPROACH TO #1…SHOULD BE AN EASY BIRDIE.  

Annc:  Probably just a perfect full sandwedge.  Wow.  Nearly holed it.  

BUT BEFORE HE CAN PUTT, MOTHER NATURE HAS A DIFFERENT IDEA, GIVING MOVING DAY A WHOLE NEW MEANING…
NAT RULES OFFICIAL:  “HORN!”
MUSIC STARTS:  KPM 725 # 19   Hard Streets ( TRT  :  )   Davis, Christian (BMI) (C)
CALL TV:  “thunderstorms moved into the Jacksonville area at midday on Saturday.” 
PLAY IS SUSPENDED FOR 4 HOURS AND 27 MINUTES DUE TO RAIN AND HAIL.  PEAK WIND GUSTS REACH 38 MPH, DAMAGING A TREE NEAR THE 16TH TEE. 

NAT WEATHER:  ( TREE BEING CUT DOWN & FALLING OVER )
The delay provides time to contemplate the task at hand, especially for those atop the leader board.
SOT MCDOWELL RAIN DELAY:  “A little anxious, a little nervous, looking forward to just getting onto the 1st tee.  You know I was here pretty early hitting some chips and putts and you can kind of see the weather coming.  It’s always frustrating to be hanging around in rain delays, you just want to get out there and play some golf.  
MCDOWELL BITE:  the golf course is going to change with this rain… the greens were really starting to firm up yesterday.  This is obviously going to soak them.  So perhaps there’s going to be an opportunity to play a little bit more aggressively.  We could get a great break and go out there and have some chances to make some birdies this evening.  

MUSIC CHANGE:  SEL 5351, # 2  Street Cruiser (TRT  :  ) Langschwert, Hermann (AKM) (C)
the sun RE-EMERGes AT TPC SAWGRASS and play resumes at 5:30.  THE COURSE IS LEFT DEFENSELESS. 
the DAMP CONDITIONS FOR make for TARGET PRACTICE and the possibility a disappointing round 2 can be overcome with a low score.  TAKING ADVANTAGE IS WORLD NUMBER TWO MARTIN KAYMER who has already birdied his first two holes.  . 
KAYMER 3.1:  HOW ABOUT THAT START.  THIS IS DREAMLIKE.  

KAYMER 4.2:  how bout this shot?  What a start for martin kaymer.  That’ll be four in a row.  

KAYMER 7.3 “So Martin Kaymer 5 birdies in 7 holes that is fantastic!”
THE GERMAN STAR ties for the lead briefly through 7 holes.   ALSO ZOOMING UP THE LEADER BOARD IS K.J. CHOI, who birdies his first three.

CALL CHOI:  “He likes it I think, what a start. It is just throwing darts at the PLAYERS Stadium course today.” 

ANNC: HOW BOUT CHOI’S BOYS ENJOYING A PICTURE with their man KJ.  Yougot 6 guys from Nashville just idolizing a play from South Korea who lives in Houston.…I MEAN WHERE’S THE CONNECTION.  
the 6 friends travelled nearly 600 miles to see their hero… and they are not disappointed as choi gets to 9 UNDER PAR, TWO SHOTS OFF THE PACE, just as the 2nd round leader was about to tee off
NAT TEE ANNOUNCE:  “Introducing the seven o’clock starting time.  From the United States, David Toms” ( clapping )
MUSIC STARTS:  JM 53, # 3   Iceland Awake  (TRT :  )  Ragsdale, Thomas (PRS) (C)
DAVID TOMS’ late start on the soft layout does not yield the same results as his competitors.  HE CAN ONLY ADD PARS TO HIS SCORE CARD.
Annc:  That was not a good stoke.  David Toms misses at the third.  Just can not buy one.  needs one for his confidence.  After a whole it starts to gnaw at you a little, like ‘Is it ever going to turn?’

SOT TOMS POST:  “This late in the day the grain was pretty prominent.  Really causing the ball to break off line.  So looking forward to some smooth greens in the morning, get it going.  I’m just glad we got some golf in, at least not to long of a day tomorrow.”
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF TOMS’S putting struggles ARE NICK WATNEY AND GRAEME MCDOWELL.  

watney PUTT – WOW THAT WAS PURE
MCDOWELL AT 5 IRON – THAT’S THE KIND OF DAY IT IS.  tHAT’S PURE.  USUALLY GUYS don’t BACK IT UP ON THAT GREEN.
MCDOWELL AT 5 PUTT WITH ANNOUNCE – sO mCDOWELL IS OFF TO A REALLY GOOD START. 3 BIRDIES IN HIS FIRST 5 HOLES.  HE HAS TIED WATNEY FOR THE LEAD AT 11 UNDER.  
AND THAT’S WHERE IT WOULD STAY WHEN play is called due to darkness.  
NAT HORN:  “Horn!”
34 PLAYERS ARE LEFT FINISH THEIR 3RD ROUNDS EARLY SUNDAY MORNING AS 26 COMPETITORS SIT WITHIN 5 SHOTS OF THE LEAD.
SOT MCDOWELL PRESSER: “It's going to be exciting.  This is probably one of the most exciting finishes in world golf, and to have you know that many guys within striking distance tomorrow, it's going to be a lot of fun hopefully to be part of.”
MUSIC CHANGE:  NFL 32, # 6   Thread the Needle B  (TRT :  ) Hedden, Tom David (BMI) (C)
* LEADERBOARD AT END OF EVENING

THE TOP 4 PLAYERS ON THE LEADERBOARD WILL EACH HAVE TO PLAY 31 HOLES ON SUNDAY.  HOW THE LEADERS CARRY MOMENTUM INTO THE MORNING COULD GO A LONG WAY TOWARD DETERMINING THE 2011 PLAYERS CHAMPION.  

WHEN MORNING BREAKS ON SUNDAY KJ CHOI PICKS UP RIGHT WHERE HE LEFT OFF, POSTING TWO MORE BIRDIES, FINISHING AT 11 UNDER PAR.  
Annc:  “So Choi’s boys with a birds-eye view of their man.  To get with in a couple.  (Applause)  Let him have it.  Gives them a little nod.  He’s probably enjoying that.  
CHOI LEADS THE FIELD IN STROKES GAINED-PUTTING AFTER THREE ROUNDS.  LAST WEEK LUCAS GLOVER EARNED A VICTORY DOMINATING THE SAME STAT. 
Announce:  That’s a head scratcher, I guess.  Or a beard scratcher!   
THIS TIME AROUND THE 31 YEAR OLD’S NUMBERS ARE MUCH HIGHER.  BUT IT WASN’T JUST HIS FLATSTICK THAT LET HIM DOWN SUNDAY MORNING.  

He’s hung this right.  Really flirting with the right side.  Uh, oh.  Gotta carry.  What a miss with a six iron.  
A DOUBLE AND TRIPLE BOGEY ON THE FINAL THREE HOLES PUSH GLOVER OUT OF CONTENTION.
CALL GLOVER:  So now he’s found the water on 16 and 18.  I mean that hit almost in the middle of the lake.”
MUSIC CHANGE:  SCDV 173, # 15   Vagabond B (TRT :  ) Liesegang, Bill (PRS) (C) 
THE CLOSING HOLES ARE PROVING FORMIDABLE SUNDAY MORNING AS THE LEADERS FINISH THEIR 3RD ROUNDS. 
CALL WATNEY:  “Boy you could just hear the click, that was not what he was looking for.”
NICK WATNEY DROPS 4 SHOTS IN A THREE HOLE STRETCH TO FALL OUT OF THE LEAD.    

LUKE DONALD IS ONE UNDER FOR THE ROUND HEADING TO 15.  A BIRDIE THERE… 
Annc:  curls in to get to 10 under. A rare birdie here 

…AND ANOTHER AT 16 HAVE HIM PRIMED FOR A MOVE TO THE TOP.  BUT HE TOO FALLS VICTIM TO THE FINISHING HOLES.  

Annc:  whooo..  look out.  

Donald sot:  I kinda got what I deserved at the end.  It would have been nice to make that putt and been at 10, been a little bit closer to Graeme.  This is a course where you can make birdies and make bogeys.  Its definitely a course you can catch up on.  I think with t he conditions with the way they are I’m going to have to be pretty aggressive out there and try and make a run.    

HE’LL START ROUND 4 THREE OFF THE LEAD.  

GRAEME MCDOWELL ATTACKS THE FINAL THREE HOLES.  AFTER A BIRDIE AT 16, HE’S ON TARGET AGAIN AT 17.  

ANNC:  its going to be fine, Graeme.  It got down.   Its going to funnel its way back toward the hole. Really well done.  
MCDOWELL HAS THE LEAD, GOING 17 HOLES BOGEY FREE…BUT EVEN HE CAN’T ESCAPE DANGER ON THE FINAL HOLE.  

annc: CALL MCDOWELL:  “A little bit of an anxious moment.  That should hold up.  Or no.  No!  You got to be kidding me.”
HIS LEAD IS DOWN TO ONE…but he’s safely in the cluBhouse at 12 UNDER.  
SOT MCDOWELL:  “. There are guys within four or five shots of this lead that can shoot 65 and win it. So this is not mine to lose by any stretch of the imagination. I've got to go win this this afternoon.”
DAVID TOMS REMAINS IN MCDOWELL’S SIGHTS THANKS TO HIS ACCURACY OFF THE TEE.   THE 44 YEAR OLD HAS HIT 36 OF 42 FAIRWAYS ON THE DEMANDING PETE DYE LAYOUT.  

BUT IT’S THE TEE SHOT ON THE PAR 3 17TH THAT GETS HIM INTO TROUBLE.  

ANNC:  So, in that tiny little pot bunker. 
TOMS WAS 1 OF 5 FOR THE WEEK IN SAND SAVES AND IT COST HIM VALUABLE STROKES.  

ANNC:  TRIED TO GET REALLY CUTE WITH IT… So now playing his third shot.  He was the last guy standing here to avoid any trouble down the stretch.  UNTIL NOW.  
TOMS HITS THE FAIRWAY AT 18, GIVING HIMSELF A CHANCE TO BOUNCE BACK.  

ANNC:…This is a good looking shot just right of the hole.  Well, there it is best shot we’ve seen.  What a shot.  Could have co-leaders in McDowell and Toms.  This to match McDowell at 12 under.  Boy, this was a round that could have been a lot lot better.  5, 6, 7 makeable birdie putts that Toms let slip away.    

SOT TOMS:  This is the type of golf course where you have to be patient, so it's tough to just go out there in attack mode. I mean, you have to play it. 
But I do feel good about all parts of my game. It's just a matter of going out there and doing it.
LEADERBOARD:

THE LEADERS DON’T HAVE MUCH TIME TO REGROUP BEFORE GOING BACK OUT ON THE COURSE FOR ROUND 4.  MCDOWELL ESCAPES THE PRESSURE OF SLEEPING ON HIS FIRST 54 HOLE PGA TOUR LEAD.  THE FINAL ROUND WILL BE PLAYED IN THREESOMES WITH CHOI, TOMS AND MCDOWELL FACE TO FACE AND SEPARATED BY JUST A SINGLE SHOT. 
DAVIS LOVE IS THE ONLY PAST PLAYERS CHAMPION IN THE TOP 15.  THE ONLY OTHER PAST CHAMPION IN THE TOP 25 IS PHIL MICKELSON, WHO’S 69 MOVED HIM INTO A TIE FOR 24TH.  

FINAL ROUND ------------------------------------------------------------------
DAN PATRICK SETUP, "Welcome to the final round of the 38th Players Championship. Ideal weather greets the remaining 74 players in the field; the story today is just how many players have a chance to win this championship." 

ONLY 2 HOURS AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF ROUND THREE, THE LEADERS RETURN TO THE COURSE, READYING THEIR GAMES ONE LAST TIME.

2008 CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA IS OUT EARLY TO WORK ON A CAREER BEST ROUND OF 65 AT SAWGRASS, AN INDICATION TO THE FIELD THAT LOW SCORES ARE POSSIBLE IN THE AFTERNOON. HE PLAYS THE THREE CLOSING HOLES 3-UNDER PAR.

SERGIO GARCIA, “If you're not fully committed to your shots, they can be treacherous. today I was a bit more committed. I was able to hit better shots and I played them much better.”

IT WILL TO BE A MARATHON SUNDAY FOR DAVID TOMS & 54-HOLE LEADER GRAEME MCDOWELL, WHO EACH PLAYED 13 HOLES IN THE MORNING TO COMPLETE THEIR THIRD ROUNDS. 

JOINING THEM IN THE FINAL GROUP OF THE AFTERNOON IS VETERAN K.J. CHOI, WHO PLAYED THE LEAST OF THE THREE IN THE MORNING SESSION.

nat: NEXT ON THE TEE, FROM SOUTH KOREA, KJ CHOI. 
THE SOUTH KOREAN GETS OF TO A QUICK START AND TIES THE LEAD AT 12-UNDER WITH A 30-FOOT BIRDIE AT THE FIRST.

LOOKING FOR HIS FIRST WIN OF 2011, MCDOWELL IS EVEN THROUGH FOUR HOLES, OPENING THE DOOR FOR OTHERS TO MAKE THEIR SUNDAY MOVES. 

PLAYING TWO GROUPS AHEAD, NICK WATNEY CARDS THREE BIRDIES ON HIS FIRST THREE HOLES TO JOIN MCDOWELL AND CHOI AT THE TOP OF THE LEADERBOARD.

NICK WATNEY, "If someone told me I'd be three shots back going into the final round, I'd take that every week. And then I got off to a nice start, so I was right back in the tournament." 

IN THE FINAL GROUP WITH MCDOWELL, DAVID TOMS BIRDIES TWO OF HIS FIRST FOUR HOLES TO TAKE THE LEAD AT -13 UNDER. 

DAN HICKS, "And that putter beginning to behave a little better for David Toms at the age of 44" 

AT LAST, MCDOWELL COUNTERS ON THE FIFTH.

MALTBIE, “That’s a pretty good looking putt here.”

HICKS, “It is! He joins David Toms on top at 13-under. ”

BUT HIS SUCCESS IS FLEETING, WITH AN ERRANT TEE SHOT ON THE FOLLOWING HOLE.

MALTBIE, “This tee shot into a pretty goo wind And this going way right, headed for the trees.”

HICKS, “Tough to watch that after dropping that bomb at 5 and have it go flailing into the woods.”

TAKING ADVANTAGE FROM THE FAIRWAY, TOMS SETS UP HIS THIRD BIRDIE OF THE AFTERNOON.

MALTBIE, “Starts the ball at the center of the green, trying to get it to turn a little left.  
HICKS, “And David Toms flirting with an eagle, it’s going to be a tap in to get to 14-under.” 

AT THE PAR-4 7TH, MCDOWELL FINDS MORE TROUBLE OFF THE TEE.

MALTBIE, “This starts left and is drawing and this might go in the water.”

JACOBSEN, “And it did.  Wow”

WHAT FOLLOWS IS A NIGHTMARISH FINAL ROUND. MCDOWELL RECORDS 6 BOGEYS ON HIS LAST 12 HOLES AND FINDS THE WATER THREE MORE TIMES. HE SHOOTS HIMSELF OUT OF THE TOURNAMENT WITH A 79. 

MILLER, "That swing he thought was golden has come apart." 

HICKS, "It lasted about 60 holes." 

LUKE DONALD, WHO CAN BECOME WORLD NUMBER ONE WITH A VICTORY, SETS UP BIRDIES AT 4 AND 7 WITH MASTERFUL IRON PLAY ANDS STAYS IN CONTENTION AT 9-UNDER.

JACOBSEN, “And that is the best shot we’ve seen today.”

HE HANGS TOUGH ON SUNDAY, BUT IS UNABLE TO MAKE UP ANY GROUND ON THE BACK NINE WITH ONLY 2 BIRDIES OFFSETTING  ONE BOGEY.

HICKS, “Gotta start making some of these to stay in touch with Toms.”

THE ENGLISHMAN POSTS A 1-UNDER-71 TO FINISH IN A TIE FOR FOURTH.

NICK WATNEY MOVES TO WITHIN ONE OF TOMS’ LEAD AT THE PAR-4 7TH. 

JACBOSEN, “Wow, what a great birdie.” 

BUT HIS TIME AT THE TOP OF THE LEADERBOARD IS SHORT LIVED. HE CARDS FOUR BOGEYS AGAINST TWO BIRDIES THE REST OF THE DAY AND TIES DONALD IN FOURTH PLACE.

HICKS, "Watney is all over the place after a 3 birdie in a row start." 

AS THE LEADERBOARD BEGINS TO SORT ITSELF OUT, 2008 RUNNER-UP PAUL GOYDOS EMERGES AS A SERIOUS CONTENDER, ESTABLISHING THE SCORE TO BEAT WHEN HE POSTS THE CLUBHOUSE LEAD AT 11-UNDER.

KOCH, “Got it. Paul Goydos is two back. What a great story this would be.” 

GOYDOS QQ SOT, “I guess I like this course. I didn't know it until '08, but I guess I like playing here. I really drove the ball well this week. I was really happy with how I hit it. I made a couple of putts, which is something I haven't been doing all year.”


IN SEARCH OF HIS FIRST WIN IN THREE YEARS, CHOI HEATS UP ON THE BACK NINE TO PUT SOME PRESSURE ON TOMS. 

HICKS, “K.J. Choi’s second from just off the fairway at 10. Tied for 2nd with Goydos and might be in second all alone after the tap in.”

MILLER, “What a shot. Nice going.”

BIRDIES AT 10 AND 13 MOVE THE SOUTH KOREAN TO WITHIN A SHOT OF THE LEAD. 

PETER JACOBSEN, "K.J. Choi to 12-under." 

K.J. CHOI PRESSER, "When I started my day today, one thing that I said to myself that I needed to do was not to get swept away by the cheers of the crowd, of the gallery, not to get swept away by the pressure." 

TWO HOLES LATER, TOMS FACES A LENGTHY PAR PUTT ON THE PAR-4 15TH TO MAINTAIN HIS SLIM LEAD.

HICKS CALL, “That is huge for Toms to stay at 13-under... He needs that putter to behave.”

HICKS, “K.J. Choi to tie Toms.”

MILLER, “Choi is leading in 1-putting this week so he needs one right here.”

HICKS, “Big dodge by Toms, we were talking a potential two-shot swing.”

MILLER, “Bullet dodged.” 

LOOKING FOR SOME BREATHING ROOM OVER CHOI, TOMS MAKES AN AGGRESSIVE PLAY AT THE PAR-5 16TH. 

Koch:  Alright, decision time for David Toms

Maltbie: He’s going to give it a go.  
Miller:  Not too many have the stuff inside to keep this from going left.  

MALTBIE, “Well this isn’t going left.”
KOCH, “Wow… shot you don’t have to hit. You can tell right away just came out of it. Got it thin.” 

DAVID TOMS PRESSER, "I probably should have laid up and hit a wedge up there and make par at the worst, but I felt like I could get it on the green and take maybe a two-shot lead there and I just hit a bad shot." 

MILLER, “Well, will 17 be the deciding factor or will it be the combination of 17 and 18?”

A DROPPED SHOT AT THE 16TH FOR TOMS HAS THE PAIR TIED AT 12-UNDER HEADING TO THE FAMED ISLAND GREEN.

MALTBIE, “Started left of the hole, trying to use that ridge
KOCH, “It’s nice… left to right break up the hill.”

Miller: He doesn’t know how close that is, does he?  He just knows people are yelling.  
Toms tee shot: This just alittle right of the hole.  And it will stay just up against that collar.  Going to be an awkward shot.  Going to have to decide whether to putt it or chip it.  
Walkup: 

KOCH, “Locked in a great moment right here. K.J. Choi acknowledging the crowd. Toms a little bit more reserved, head down, focused.” 

TOMS DECIDES TO USE A PUTTER FOR HIS CHANCE AT THE LEAD.  

ANNC:  TOMS 17.2 :  LOOK AT THAT THING JUST HOP STRAIGHT UP IN THE AIR.  HIT THAT KIND OF QUICK GARY.  YES HE DID.  
NOW IT’S CHOI’S TURN TO GRAB THE LEAD WITH A BIRDIE.  
KOCH, "That's not going to break that much, is it? Yes it is! Perfect Speed! K.J. Choi to 13-under par." 

HICKS, “So K.J. Choi comes through the tunnel from 17 to 18 with the very first lead by himself in this PLAYERS Championship.” 

CHOI SAFELY REACHES THE 18TH FAIRWAY.  TOMS SETS OUT TO MATCH HIS SHOT.

CALLS,   Takes it out to the edge of the water.  Man its perfect.  That is a clutch shot.  Really clutch.  “That is the best drive he’s hit the whole championship.”

UPON CLOSER INSPECTION, TOMS’ APPARENT GOOD FORTUNE TURNS UPSIDE DOWN.

MALTBIE, “He has driven the ball into a divot.  Sand filled.  Not where you’d want it..”  
AFTER PLAYING A 3-WOOD OF THE TEE, CHOI IS IN PERFECT POSITION.  
Announce: Wanna hit it 15 feet right of the hole.  Maybe 20.  This is right of the hole, the right side of the green.  That hung up.  Oh, another foot it would have bounced on.  But that s surely no gimme par, with all that green in front of him.    
HICKS, “So David Toms from that divot.  Needs a one shot swing in his favor.”
MALTBIE, 181 to the hole and the good news is its not a deep divot.  
MALTBIE, “This is a good looking golf shot.”

HICKS, “Yes it is just about hole high!”

CHOI FACES A DIFFICULT UP AND DOWN FROM JUST OFF THE GREEN TO SECURE PAR.

MILLER, “I would think you’d use a club that would let it scoot along and not try and do anything too fancy with a wedge.”

MALTBIE, “8 iron, something with a relatively straight face and get the ball running as soon as you can.”

MALTBIE, “Oh this is a good looking chip here.”

HICKS, “And that will test that little putting stroke like it’s never been tested.”

THE PRESSURE IS NOW ON TOMS, WHO MUST MAKE BIRDIE ON THE MOST DIFFICULT HOLE ON THE COURSE. 

HICKS, "And Toms pours it in!" 

MILLER, "What a birdie from the divot." 

DAVID TOMS PRESSER, “My caddie said let’s give them something to cheer about.  It was the best putt I've had in an awful long time. And to see it track the whole way knowing it was in about with five or six feet to go, it was a great feeling.”

HICKS, "You don't think this next putt by Choi just got even more pressure packed?" 

HICKS, "And here we go, only the 4th playoff in Players Championship history. Just when they thought they were through with that island green at 17 they got to go back there with everything on the line." 

ON THE FIRST HOLE OF SUDDEN-DEATH, BOTH PLAYERS REACH THE GREEN SAFELY TO SET UP BIRDIE OPPORTUNITIES

KOCH, “Choi with certainly the more difficult of the 2 putts.”

MALTBIE, “Yes.  And I would say the quicker of the 2 putts. It’s going to have a longer expanse on the downhill slope from being behind the hill. Speed is everything on this putt.”

KOCH, “This very well done for judging the pace. 
HICKS, “There’s the boy that’s been dragging his dad to the golf course back in Shreveport, Louisiana. Has given David a whole new attitude on the game.” 

MILLER, “Well he’s putting for the championship right here. Can’t take it away from him if he makes this.”

KOCH, “You have to be careful… it’s downhill as well. Has plenty of speed to it.”

KOCH, “Couple of nervous length putts now. 3 feet 6 inches for Toms. Ooh.”

MILLER, “Oh, man. You hate to see that, Gary. First miss inside 5 feet the whole week, right there.”

HICKS, “Less than 3 feet to win it all.”

HICKS, "And K.J. Choi is a PLAYERS Champion! Outlasting David Toms in a sudden-death playoff… Biggest championship of his career." 

K.J. CHOI PRESSER, "This course is very difficult for me, for me to shoot under par every day on this course this week, it's like a miracle. To have won this tournament now, I couldn't even think about that because my goal was to make the cut and I just want to thank the Lord for giving me this win." 

CHOI BECOMES THE FIRST ASIAN-BORN PLAYERS CHAMPION AND THE 12TH INTERNATIONAL WINNER IN THE 38 YEAR HISTORY OF THE TOURNAMENT.  HE PLAYED THE BACK NINE A COMBINED 10-UNDER PAR FOR THE WEEK.  

THE FINAL ROUND TOOK ITS TOLL ON EVERYONE, WITH NOT A SINGLE BOGEY FREE ROUND PLAYED.  THE ROUND OF THE DAY WAS TURNED IN BY SERGIO GARCIA.  THE SOCCER PLAYING SPANIARD’S 65 MOVED HIM INTO A TIE FOR 12TH.  HIS FOOTTBOL PLAYING FRIEND ALVARO QUIROS DID HIM ONE STROKE BETTER. FOR THE WEEK HE FINISHED 6TH.   

//MUSIC: “Good Times Ahead”//

IN THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP AT TPC SAWGRASS, THE GAME’S NEXT GENERATION WAS LOCKED IN A SPIRITED BATTLE WITH A NUMBER OF VETERANS OVER THE COURSE OF FOUR ROUNDS.

DAVID TOMS PUSHED K.J. CHOI INTO JUST THE 4TH PLAYOFF IN PLAYERS HISTORY BEFORE ANOTHER MEMORABLE FINISH ON ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS HOLES IN ALL OF GOLF.  
SHORTLY THEREAFTER, CHOI RECEIVED A HERO’S WELCOME WHEN HE RETURNED HOME TO SOUTH KOREA… BUILDING A CONNECTION WITH A WHOLE NEW GROUP OF FANS THAT SPANS FROM FLORIDA TO ASIA AND BEYOND.  

K.J. CHOI PRESSER, "I was very surprised to see how the crowds, the gallery, the local fans were supporting me. They showed me a lot of support, a lot of love. 

And for the Choi's Boys, for them to come all the way from Tennessee to watch me play,  for them to fly all the way over just because they like me as a player and to support me the way that they did, I'm very appreciative. It's really spectacular to see something like that.

And I felt that with support like that, every shot that I hit, I have to try my best. I didn't want to let them down. It was a very good thing to see." 

