
2009 THE PLAYERS Official Film International Version


Master Script

SEGMENT ONE

Tease

Curtis (06rt1214 20:08) “the players championship is the one that defines a great champion.”

Zach Johnson SOT “It’s our championship it is the PGA TOUR’s Championship // it demands the utmost of your game it demands every shot”

Ben Crane SOT “It lacks nothing. At the end of the week who ever has won that tournament has played spectacular golf.”

Retief Goosen (06rt1210 20:42) “It’s our 5th major // a wonderful golf course to play on and we just can’t wait every year to get back there.”

Ernie Els (06rt1210 16:53) “The atmosphere at the PLAYERS is truly stadium golf, the fans really get into it.”

Furyk SOT “It’s the deepest best field in golf, It’s our PGA TOUR showcase. It’s our marquee event. It’s the best event on the PGA TOUR.”

THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE…

AN ICONIC IMAGE OF AMERICAN GOLF…

A MOST THOUROUGH EXAMINATION OF BOTH TALENT AND CHARACTER… 

A VENUE BEFITTING THE PGA TOUR’S GREATEST CHAMPIONSHIP.

SOMETIMES HARSH… ALWAYS JUST.  IT COMMANDS RESPECT AND DEMANDS PROFICIENCY IN ALL FACETS OF THE GAME.

POWER…

PRECISION…

PATIENCE…

FEW MEN HAVE MASTERED THEIR EMOTIONS AND SURVIVED ITS TREACHERY. 

PATE - “Pete Dye will go for a swim today.”

SUTTON - “Be the right club today.”

TIGER - “Better than most!”

A. SCOTT - “Adam Scott survives!”

MICKELSON – “And Phil Mickelson has his PLAYERS Championship.” 

THE 2009 PLAYERS SAW MORE THAN ITS SHARE OF WORTHY CHALLENGERS. 

INCLUDING A 38-YEAR OLD JOURNEYMAN WITH AN INSURMOUNTABLE LEAD… OVERSHADOWED BY THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE, WHO RETURNED TO SAWGRASS DETERMINED TO RECLAIM THE TITLE OF PLAYERS CHAMPION.

BUT ALL STOOD WITNESS TO A FINAL ROUND PERFORMANCE FOR THE AGES. WHERE PURE BALL-STRIKING AND A LEVEL HEAD PREVAILED OVER A DEMANDING COURSE THAT VICTIMIZED THE LEADERBOARD.

Hicks call, “Henrik Stenson, the first Swede to win the PLAYERS Championship and what an incredible final round Sunday it was.”

TITLE ANIMATION…

THIS IS THE 2009 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Early Week

THE SPANISH FLAG FLIES HIGH ABOVE THE CIRCLE OF CHAMPIONS AS SERGIO GARCIA LOOKS TO BECOME THE FIRST MAN EVER TO SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND THE TITLE OF PLAYERS CHAMPION.

THE BEST FIELD IN GOLF HAS ONCE AGAIN ASSEMBLED AT T-P-C SAWGRASS, 145 PLAYERS REPRESENTING 20 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.

AMONG THEM, JEEVE MILKHA SINGH OF INDIA, WHO ON MONDAY GETS HIS FIRST TASTE OF THE MOST EXCITING FINISH IN GOLF.

SINGH SOT: “It’s a par-5, 16th hole. Off the tee you want to favor the right side of the fairway. Also on this hole you guys want to watch the wind. I hit a 5-wood for my second shot I thought that was enough, but I think the breeze is quite strong, basically want to favor the right side so that the green opens up and you have an easier chip.”

SINGH SOT: “This is the hole every body talks about, the 17th hole. Alright, going to see what we are going to do out here.”

SINGH SOT: “You want to play for the middle of the green even if the flags on the right side over the bunker. I’m going to play for the middle.”

SINGH SOT: “This is it, this is great.”

SINGH SOT: “The atmosphere is going to be great, look at the flowers. It is beautiful.”

SINGH SOT: “We are going to the hardest hole, one of the toughest driving holes in golf. Lets go to the 18th. I feel my heart pumping, going to tee off on this hole.”

SINGH SOT: “There is no bail out here. You just got to face it. You got to drive it to the right side of the fairway.”

SINGH SOT: “3-wood try to keep it in the fairway, get it about 270, hit a 6-iron to the middle of the green.”

SINGH SOT: “You walk up such holes which you have seen on television for years and then you’re there physically doing it, it’s just you got to enjoy it, you got to observe it, make the most of it.”

SINGH SOT: “I just played these 3 holes. I’m already excited. My hearts pumping, I got goose bumps. I hope I’m gonna have a good week and make the most out of it.”
WEDNESDAY OFFERS THE PLAYERS ONE LAST CHANCE TO FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH WHAT WILL SURELY BE AN ARDUOUS 4-DAY TEST OF GOLF.

AT THE FAMED PAR THREE 17th, A LUCKY FEW ARE TREATED TO A VISIT FROM PRESIDENT GEORGE H.W. BUSH WHO WILL LATER RECEIVE THE PGA TOUR’S LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD.

Boo WEEKLEY NATS: “It’s good to see you again sir, thank for everything you did for us.”

THE PRESIDENT’S APPEARANCE ALSO COINCIDES WITH THE PLAYERS MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY.

NAT BREAK – JET FLYING OVER HEAD Dan Hicks “I have seen a lot of approaches to 18 but never one quite like that one.”

Tim Finchem SOT “on behalf of the tournaments on the PGA TOUR Charities that those tournaments are involved with I just want to commend the efforts of our men and women who put on a uniform and dedicated and made sacrifices for this country”

JUSTIN LEONARD NATS:  “On behalf of past champions you’re our 2009 honorary champion.”
George H.W. Bush  NATS:  “How neat.”

JUSTIN LEONARD NATS:  “Welcome to the club.”

George H.W. Bush  NATS:  “That’s wonderful”

JUSTIN LEONARD NATS: “Yes sir.”

George H.W. Bush  NATS:  “Feel fre to use my locker any time
JUSTIN LEONARD NATS: “Okay thank you.”

PHIL MICKELSON NATS:  “What goes on in this locker room stays in this locker room.”
PRESIDENT BUSH’S EVENING CONCLUDES WITH THE PGA TOUR’S LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD CEREMONY WHERE HE BECOMES THE 9TH MAN TO RECEIVE THE TOUR’S HIGHEST HONOR.  

Tim Finchem SOT “Mr President from the stand point of the PGA TOUR we are blessed to have you as a part of our game for these many years and we wanted to take the opportunity to recognize you // so if you would come forward I would like to ask you to help me unveil this thing.”

Bush SOT “a lot of good things happen when you have been President a lot of wonderful nice things and this has got to be one of the nicest and I am deeply touched by it.  Thank you all very very much.”

SEGMENT TWO

Thursday Morning

THURSDAY MORNING. 
THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP... 
FRED FUNK NATS: “good morning”

THE MORNING SKY ILLUMINATED BY THE STARS OF THE PGA TOUR... 

NATS:  (Bagpipes play)

IDEA EARLY ROUND CONDITIONS GREET THE STRONGEST FIELD IN GOLF, AND AT 7:20 A.M. THE 2009 PLAYERS OFFICALLY IS UNDERWAY WITH A TUNDEROUS DRIVE.  

50 MINUTES, LATER TIGER TEES IT UP AT SAWGRASS.
ANNOUNCE: “Winner of the 2001 PLAYERS Championship, Tiger Woods.”

THE SUN BURNS QUICKLY THROUGH THE MORNING AS THE TEMPERATURE RISES; ONE OVER PAR THROUGH 6 HOLES TIGER INGNITES THE CROWD ON THE 16TH HOLE.
FALDO CALL:  “Well this is a pure swing here, a one yard fade… pretty impressive.”
BUT HIS EAGLE AT 16 DOES NOT JUMP START TIGER’S ROUND, INCONSISTANCY WITH THE DRIVER ON HIS BACK NINE AND 31 TOTALS PUTTS ON THE DAY LEAVE WOODS ONLY ONE UNDER PAR AFTER HIS ROUND.

TIGER WOODS: I didn't hit good putts. My speed was off early, then I got my speed down at the end and I kept lipping out putts. I just need to obviously read them better or hit better putts, one of the two / / this is probably the highest score I could have shot. I didn't get a whole lot out of my round today. That's the way it goes. 

PERHAPS CONSUMED BY THE PROSPECT OF REPEATING AS CHAMPION, SERGIO GARCIA NEARLY MISSES HIS EARLY MORNING TEE TIME ON THE 10 HOLE… 

NAT BREAK "You have 20 seconds to get on the tee, REALLY?

OFF AND RUNNING TOWARD HIS TITLE DEFENSE, THE SPANIARD CARDS BIRDIES 3 ON THREE OF HIS FIRST FOUR HOLES.  BUT FOR GARCIA, LIKE PAST CHAMPIONS BEFORE HIM, BACK TO BACK TITLES IS A LOFTY EXPECTATION. 

AN OPENING ROUND 71 DOES NOT SATISFY THE DEFENDING CHAMPION. 

SERGIO GARCIA: “The course is playing the easiest than it is going to play all week. // I can't be happy with anything that's better than today. // I know when I'm swinging well and when not // I'm trying to steer everything to make it go the right way and that’s not the right way to play." 

JEEV MILKHA SINGH’S MADIEN VOYAGE AT TPC SAWGRASS PROVES SUCCESSFUL AS HE CARDS 5 BIRDIES ON THE DAY AND FINISHES WITH A 68.

JEEV SINGH It's an excellent golf course. // it just felt good to the eye, and I liked it, the way it's set up. I'm hitting the ball well.// I'm not going to get ahead of myself. I'm just going to go out there, follow my process and play every day and see what comes my way.”

PLAYING IN HIS 17TH PLAYERS SCOTT VERPLANK WOWS THE CROWD EAGLING TWICE DURING HIS ROUND ON HIS WAY TO 5 UNDER 67.
Scott Verplank Sot “I can't remember doing that probably ever. That always helps. That always helps the scorecard when you do that // the best thing my experience will do is just to play my game // if you try to make something happen, a lot of times it ends up backfiring.

SWEDEN’S RICHARD S. JOHNSON MATCHES THE BEST ROUND OF THE MORNING FIRING A SMOOTH 6 UNDER 66.

Richard Johsnon “It wasn't playing that hard out there. There was no wind, and the course is fantastic. I mean, the greens are absolutely terrific. It's out there this morning, absolutely. The course is in great shape.”
Thursday Mid-Day Leaderboard

AS THE MORING SESSION COMES TO A CLOSE, 66 IS THE NUMBER TO BEAT, AS JOHNSON AND JOHN MALLINGER SHARE THE LEADAT 6 UNDER.   VERPLANK AND TOMS ARE ONE SHOT BACK WHILE WOODS AND GARCIA HAVE THEIR WORK CUT OUT FOR THEM.
Thursday Afternoon

AS THE AFTERNOON SESSION BEGINS, THE HEAT GIVES WAY TO  A cool OCEAN BREEZE.

EARLY ON IN HIS ROUND PHIL MICKELSON HAS THE HOT HAND.

SOT FULL “with his 2nd consecutive birdie // two of the 1st three holes in red numbers good start here for lefty.”

THE 2007 PLAYERS CHAMPION RETURNS TO SAWGRASS WITH HIGH EXPECTATIONS, HOPING TO ADD ANOTHER PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP TO HIS RESUME.  BUT BACK NINE TROUBLE DERAILS A PROMISING ROUND AND MICKELSON FINISHES 1 OVER PAR ON THE DAY.

PHIL MICKELSON SOT:  “It was out there.  It was not playing difficult relative to the way it normally plays.  I just played terrible, I got off to a good start, looked like it was going to be a terrific round and I just kinda played poorly thereafter.”
UNUSUALLY DOCILE FOR MOST OF THE DAY, 17 CLAIMS ITS FIRST VICTIM IN YOUNG RORY MCILROY. 

McIlroy “That is a bad way to be initiated here // the look of shock on his face when that ball went long.” 

THE SAME HOLE BRINGS GOOD FORTUNE TO ALEX CEJKA. 

Cejka Sot FULL “this for his 5th birdie in the last 6 holes… okay, good birdie there”

THE GERMAN TURNS IN AN IMPRESSIVE 66, HIS CAREER LOW ROUND IN FOUR STARTS AT TPC SAWGRASS.    

LOW NUMBERS SEEM TO BE CONTAGIOUS AROUND THE COURSE AS THE AFTERNOON WEARS ON.
CALL:  “and a good start for Paul Casey.”

CAMILO VILLEGAS FINISHES THE DAY AT 5 UNDER PAR.  IT’S THE COLUMBIANS FIRST SUB-PAR OPENING ROUND AT THE STADIUM COURSE AND HIS CAREER LOW ROUND AT SAWGRASS.  
CAMILO VILLEGAS: “it's funny how people talk, oh, this golf course is perfect for this guy or for that guy, and trust me, players don't think that way. I mean, we just go there and get a target and swing at it, and same thing when we get to the greens. You just read the putt and try to make it. // I'll just be out there focusing on every target, every swing, every shot, and hopefully keep it going.”

IAN POULTER ALSO POSTS A 67, CONTINUING HIS IMPRESSIVE PLAY IN WHAT HAS BEEN A LIMITED SCHEDULE IN 2009. 

Ian Poulter SOT “it’s been kind of hard to get into a routine playing one on one off // I have just felt it is a matter of time // I have played this is going to be my third week in a row it is nice that I have only played 7 tournaments coming into this week // I feel fresh.”

THE ROUND OF THE DAY BELONGS TO BEN CRANE, WHO TIES HIS CAREER LOW WITH A 7 UNDER PAR 65.  RIDING AN UNCONSCIOUS FLATSTICK, THE FIRST ROUND LEADER NEEDS ONLY 22 PUTTS ON THE DAY.

BEN CRANE SOT "This is definitely one of the better putting rounds of my career // this is one good round, and I'm ecstatic about that. I just want to kind of keep the same mindset and keep moving forward.”

Thursday Final leaderboard
AT THE CLOSE OF PLAY THURSDAY CRANE LEADS BY ONE OVER CJEKA, MALLINGER AND JOHNSON.  JOHNATHAN BYRD AND SCOTT VERPLANK ARE IN A GROUP OF 9 PLAYERS 2 SHOTS OFF THE PACE
Thursday Notables leaderboard

AT 1 UNDER PAR WOODS AND GARCIA ARE SIX SHOTS BEHIND CRANE, WHILE MICKELSON’S 73 LEAVES HIM TRAILING BY 8.
SEGMENT THREE
Friday
FRIDAY BEGINS WITH BRIGHT ASPIRATIONS FOR THE PLAYERS’ FIRST ROUND LEADER.  HOPES OF A 3RD CAREER PGA TOUR TITLE 54 ARDUOUS HOLES AWAY.

NAT TEE: "On the tee from the United States, Ben Crane"

THE 33-YEAR OLD PICKS UP WHERE HE LEFT OFF THURSDAY, OPENING WITH A BIRDIE AT THE FIRST, HIS 10TH OF THE CHAMPIONSHIP.

CRANE MOVES QUICKLY TO 8 UNDER PAR, A SIGNAL TO THE FIELD THAT LOW SCORES ARE THERE FOR THE TAKING. 

ALSO TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE EARLY CALM CONDITIONS ALEX CEJKA COLLECTS SIX BIRDIES IN HIS FIRST 11 HOLES, STAKING HIMSELF TO A FOUR SHOT LEAD.
CALL CEJKA: "And Alex to 11 under par!" 

SOT CEJKA QQ: "I really liked playing in the mornings. We had perfect weather for the first 14 holes. So I took advantage of the front nine and played pretty solid." 

MEANWHILE CRANE’S SOLID START TURNS DISAPPOINING.  WITH A PAIR OF BOGIES AND A DOUBLE, HE ENDS THE DAY ONE OVER PAR

AS THE GREENS BEGIN TO BEGUILE THE FIELD. 

FOR CEJKA, THE DAY ENDS ONE STEP CLOSER TO HIS FIRST CAREER PGA TOUR VICTORY WITH A KEY PAR SAVE AT THE HOME HOLE.  
CALL CEJKA 18: "And it goes 67 for Cejka, following up his opening round 66. Cejka in the house at 11 under par." 

LOOKING TO IMPROVE HIS STANDING AFTER A FIRST ROUND 73 IS ‘07 PLAYERS CHAMPION PHIL MICKELSON. 

Mickelson SOT This is a week we look forward to and try to play our best golf and try to gear up. It's by far the strongest field of the year and with it being the players, it's -- we all feel as though this is kind of our event. 
LEFTY SITS ONE SHOT OUTSIDE THE CUTLINE AT HIS FINAL HOLE OF THE DAY, THE PAR-5 NINTH. 
HAMMONS CALL:  “Does what he has to do. Coming to the last needing birdie. He gets it. Shoots 71 today, he’s in at even par through 36 holes.”
Mickelson SOT QQ, “I hit the ball really well today. I hit a lot of fairways, I hit a lot of greens and didn't make squat. I had three birdies today and they were all 2-putts. My speed was off all day.


Friday Mid-round leaderboard
AT 11 UNDER PAR, CJEKA CONTINUES TO SET THE PACE AT THE PLAYERS, 4 SHOTS CLEAR OF CABRERA AND NA.  CRANE’S 73 LEAVES THE FIRST ROUND LEADER TRAILING BY 5, AND AFTER A PEDESTRIAN ROUND OF 72, VILLEGAS IS 6 BACK.
Friday Afternoon
NAT TIGER TEE: "From the United States and winner of the 2001 Players Championship, Tiger Woods!" 

HIS AFTERNOON TEE TIME SEES TIGER WOODS 10 SHOTS OFF ALEX CEJKA’S LEAD, AND UNUSUALLY SLOPPY PLAY OVER THE FIRST EIGHT HOLES LANDS HIM SQUARELY ON THE CUT LINE AT EVEN PAR.

Dottie Pepper, “Talked about speed being the one thing that was a little bit off yesterday, and evidence more of that today.” 

Jimmy Roberts, “Tiger Woods has not seemed to have that magic since his comeback.”

SOT TIGER: This course doesn't take much. A couple of lies that are just a little awkward and the next thing you know, you can make some bogeys quickly. You've got to hit the ball well, because if you don't then you're going to be in some tough spots.” 

33-YEAR OLD IAN POULTER MANAGES TO AVOID SERIOUS TROUBLE AT SAWGRASS CLIMBING UP THE LEADERBOARD WITH 5 BIRDIES. 

CALL POULTER: "He's on his game this week. I like his swing, I like his style. Could be a very colorful dark horse this weekend."

POULTER SOT:  It would be a step forward. It would mean everything. It would mean a couple years of hard work. It would mean stepping up another level. 

CALL POULTER 9th: "Great shot, how about that on the number.”

FOCUSED ON CAPTURING THAT ELUSIVE FIRST PGA TOUR TITLE, THE ENGLISHMAN MOVES INTO SOLE POSSESSION OF 2ND PLACE … ONLY TWO BACK OF CEJKA ENTERING SATURDAY'S 3RD ROUND… 

4.3, ffb ms birdie putt gets him to -9 under par

Koch, “Yeah. Ian Poulter… that is beautifully done.” 

POULTER SOT: I enjoy the golf course. I enjoy the test. I enjoy some of the tee shots which catch your attention. I enjoy playing under pressure. I felt it's been coming, but I've been making too many mistakes on the golf course. Hopefully I've done enough thinking and enough practicing where I'm not going to make as many mistakes as I have made." 

FOUR GROUPS AHEAD, POULTER’S RYDER CUP TEAM MATE HENRIK STENSON BUILDS ON A PROMISING FIRST ROUND WITH 69 ON DAY TWO.  A BIRDIE AT THE 17TH HELPS THE SWEDE CLIMB TO 7-UNDER PAR. 

AS THE TEMPERATURE RISES, THE CUT LINE OF EVEN PAR COMES INTO FOCUS… DEFENDING CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA WALKS THE LINE ALL AFTERNOON, STRUGGLING TO REGAIN HIS CHAMPIONSHIP FORM. 

NATS from crowd, “Awhhh….”

BUT THE SPANIARD BUYS HIMSELF SOME BREATHING ROOM WITH A BIRDIE AT THE ISLAND GREEN.

KOCH CALL: how about the fan club behind, they love it.”

2004 PLAYERS CHAMPION ADAM SCOTT CONTINUES THE STRUGGLES THAT HAVE PLAGUED HIS ’09 SEASON.
AN EAGLE AT THE NINTH, HIS FINAL OF THE DAY, CANNOT SAVE THE AUSSIE’S ROUND, AND THE 28-YEAR OLD FAILS TO MAKE IT TO THE WEEKEND BY ONE SHOT. 

TIGER WOODS TAKES A DIFFERENT APPROACH INTO THE PAR FIVE.

9.2, approach into gallery

Maltbie, “This will miss right.”

Hammons, “Oh, ouch! That hurt.”

Faldo,”Right into somebody’s shoulder.”

Hammons, “That hit somebody pretty solid.”

AFTER MAKING AMENDS WITH THE BYSTANDER IN THE GALLERY, WOODS USES THE INCIDENT AS A WAKE-UP CALL. 

(MUSIC STARTS)

calls, “That’s a gem.” “That’s just marvelous. That’s all you can say, that’s just beautiful.”

WOODS ROUNDS THE TURN CLIMBING THE LEADERBOARD, THANKS TO 5 BIRDIES IN A 7-HOLE STRETCH.
Murphy, “Just like that!”

Jacobsen, “He’s making his move, isn’t he?” 
THE BIRDIE RUN PUTS TIGER BACK INTO CONTENTION, AS HE ENDS THE DAY AT 4-UNDER PAR.

SOT TIGER: I hit some good putts today, just like I did yesterday. But they went in today, which was nice. I don't know, overall I got myself back in the ballgame.

Tiger Woods SOT QQ, “The way the pins are for tomorrow, you can probably shoot a good one if you play well. But, again, you've got to hit the ball well, because you've got to take advantage of the slopes, because if you don’t, you’re going to be in some tough spots.”

Friday Final Leaderboard
AT 11 UNDER PAR, CJEKA HOLDS THE FIRST 36-HOLE LEAD OF HIS PGA TOUR CAREER, BUT POULTER IS NOW ONLY 2 SHOTS BACK, WITH HALF A DOZEN PLAYERS 4 SHOTS OFF THE PACE.
SEGMENT FOUR

Saturday
AS SATURDAY DAWNS, A RECORD 82 PLAYERS HAVE SURVIVED THE CUT AT EVEN PAR. BUT A SECOND CUT LOOMS AT THE END OF THE ROUND 3, AND SOME BIG NAMES ARE IN DANGER OF GOING HOME EARLY. 
AMONG THEM, DEFENDING CHAMPION SERGIO GARCIA, WHO IS RUNNING OUT OF TIME TO MAKE A MOVE. AFTER TWO EARLY BIRDIES THE SPANIARD STRUGGLES, FINISHING HIS OUTWARD NINE ONE OVER FOR THE DAY. 
GARCIA CARDS BIRDIES AT 15 AND 16, BUT CAN’T GET OVER THE HUMP AND FINISHES MOVING DAY AT 1 OVER, JUST INSIDE THE CUT LINE. 

BUT HE ISN'T THE ONLY FORMER CHAMPION ON THE ROPES. PHIL MICKELSON'S FUTURE IS ALSO IN DOUBT.  WITH A BIRDIE AT 17, LEFTY FINISHES HIS UP AND DOWN ROUND WITH A 1-UNDER 71, SURVIVING TO SUNDAY BUT TRAILING BY 10.

7 SHOTS BACK TO START THE DAY, TIGER WOODS LOOKS TO MAKE A RUN UP THE LEADERBOARD.  DESPITE DIFICULTY IN THE EARLY GOING, THE 14-TIME MAJOR CHAMPION REMAINS PATIENT, CAUTIOUSLY NAVIGATING THE DIFFICULT STADIUM COURSE.

TIGER WOODS: This is basically our fifth major, and that's how it's playing. It's playing just like a major championship. It's fast, it's hard, it's dry. It's nice to get back out here and play a golf course this fast, I really enjoy it. I think this is how we've always thought this golf course should be played. / I keep plodding along, / just making pars after par after par and if I happen to sprinkle in a birdie here and there, that would be fine.”

EVEN IN THE FACE OF RECORD SETING HEAT, TIGER MANAGES TO KEEP HIS COOL AND BEGINS TO MAKE ANOTHER PATENTED WEEKEND CHARGE. AFTER A BIRDIE AT THE PAR-5 2ND, HE ADDS ANOTHER AT THE 6TH TO GO OUT IN 1-UNDER PAR.  BUT HIS MOMENTUM IS SHORT-LIVED.  
MILLER:  “Oh Man.”
PEPPER:  “This is a double cross, left and moving left.”

MILLER:  “He has no clue with the driver.

HICKS:  “Tiger’s got the club flipped over… so he hit it pretty flush.”

PEPPER:  “That was impressive”

TIGER WOODS: I don't have any problem hitting the ball left-handed. Unfortunately I had to hit it left-handed.” 

THE MISCUE OFF THE TEE LEADS TO A BOGEY, A RARITY ON A PAR-5 FOR THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE PLAYER.

HICKS: “For a guy who feasts on the par fives especially on this golf course, that stings.”

WHILE WOODS IS STUCK IN NEUTRAL, LEADER ALEX CJEKA IS ON CRUISE CONTROL… HE ENTERS SATURDAY 5 SHOTS CLEAR OF THE FIELD AT 11-UNDER PAR, THE FIRST 36-HOLE LEAD OF HIS PGA TOUR CAREER.  THE KEY TO HIS SUCCESS HAS BEEN ACCURACY OFF THE TEE, HITTING 35 OF 42 FAIRWAYS IN THE FIRST 3 ROUNDS. 

ANNC: "This is going down the right side of the fairway. He's a driving machine, Rog." 

HIS PENCHANT FOR FINDING FAIRWAYS NOT WITHSTANDING, CEJKA HAS TROUBLE CAPITALIZING IN THE EARLY GOING, CARDING 4 STRAIGHT PARS TO BEGIN HIS ROUND BEFORE A BIRDIE AT THE 5TH GETS HIM TO 12-UNDER.
HICKS:  “Yes, gaining more confidence in that putter”
JUST AS CEJKA APPEARS POISED TO SEPARATE FROM THE FIELD HE STUMBLES.
AFTER DROPPING A SHOT AT THE 7TH …
Call:  “He’s trying to bounce it up but a knuckleball out of that deep stuff 

Miller:  His goose was cooked before he hit that one.

CJEKA CARDS A 2ND BOGIE IN 3 HOLES FROM AN IMPOSSIBLE POSITION AT THE PAR 5 NINTH, SLIDING BACK TO 10 UNDER PAR AT THE TURN.
CEJKA SOT: "The greens are hard like the table here. / It's just tough to stop it. Sometimes you've got to take medicine and just play for the middle of a green and / walk away with pars."

AS CEJKA SETTLES FOR PARS, HENRIK STENSON IS MAKING BIRDIES AND CLOSING IN ON THE LEAD.

HICKS:  “Stenson moves to 9 under and tie for 2nd with Poulter
A BOGEY AT 7 DROPS HIM BACK TO 8-UNDER, BUT HE REMAINS IN CONTENTION HEADING TO THE PERILOUS BACK NINE.

STENSON SOT: “I like the golf course. I like the design. And obviously it fits my eye pretty good. // It's just a golf course I feel happy playing and I've done well here.”

Saturday Mid-round Leaderboard
AT THE TURN CJEKA LEADS BY 1 OVER KEVIN NA.  HENRIK STENSON IS 2 BACK, WHILE IAN POULTER AND DAVID TOMS ARE 3 OFF THE PACE.
Saturday Afternoon
AS THE LEADERS MAKE THE TURN, TIGER STARTS TO FIND HIS RHYTHM.  BETTER LATE THAN NEVER. 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FAIRWAY AT THE PAR-4 12TH, HE STICKS HIS APPROACH INSIDE OF FOUR FEET…
KOCH:  “Oh as Tiger almost holes it… Tiger with almost a certain birdie there
AFTER A BIRDIES AT 12 AND 16, WOODS ENTERS THE ARENA THAT IS THE STADIUM’S 17TH, AND TRUE TO FORM, THE GREATEST SHOW IN GOLF DOES NOT DISAPPOINT.
KOCH Call:  “will it come back a little bit, it should, it should gather back.   And the fans love it.

KOCH Call:  If he were to knock this in the roar will certainly be heard all the way back where the guys in the last couple of groups are.
HICKS CALL:  “Tiger Woods goes zooming up the leaderboard at the PLAYERS Championship
BUT A WAYWARD DRIVE ON 18, NEARLY LEADS TO DISASTER…
PEPPER:  “that is really hot.”

HICKS:  That’s gotta hang on!”

MILLER:  “Watch out for the water. That’s a good break.”
WITH A SMOOTH UP AND DOWN, WOODS CARDS A 2 UNDER PAR 70, TAKING THE CLUBHOUSE LEAD AT 6-UNDER PAR. 

TIGER WOODS: You figured some of the guys would shoot 3- or 4-under par today. But it's just like it's not happening out there. / I'm just going to go home and relax and just kick my feet up and be ready for tomorrow."

AS TIGER RELAXES, OTHER PLAYERS BEGIN TO SUCCUMB TO THE PRESSURES OF THE SPOTLIGHT.

JACOBSEN:  “They call Saturday moving day but you want to go up the leaderboard not down it.”
JUST 2 SHOTS BEHIND PLAYING COMPETITOR ALEX CEJKA ENTERING THE DAY, IAN POULTER STRUGGLES ON SATURDAY.   ALONG WITH 15 PARS, HE ADDS 3 BOGEYS IN A 4 HOLE STRETCH EN ROUTE TO A ROUND OF 75.

POULTER SOT: “The type of day it was, was try and take advantage of the par-5s, I didn't do it. That's what's very costly today. Turning two potential birdie chances on 9 and 11 into bogeys is four shots. Four shots difference all of a sudden I'm one behind Alex. That's a very different day tomorrow. But hey-ho, life goes on.”

BUT PERHAPS NO ONE FEELS THE PRESSURE MORE THAN 25-YEAR OLD KEVIN NA. 
ON FIRE IN THE EARLY GOING, A CHIP IN AT 8 GETS HIM TO 9-UNDER PAR AT THE TURN, JUST 2 SHOTS OFF THE PACE.

BUT THE TIDE QUICKLY TURNS.  AFTER A BOGEY AT 10, HE FINDS EVEN MORE TROUBLE ON THE PAR-5 11TH.

ANNC: “Well sometimes you got to take your medicine, huh Dan; that’s what Pete Dye does here, doesn’t he?”

HICKS: “The adventure finally coming to end for Na here at 11.”

HIS PLUMMET CONTINUES AT 13, WHERE AN ERRANT TEE SHOT PROVES DISASTROUS.

PEPPER:  “He’s gonna need to get lucky.”
MURPHY:  “That was a poor shot.”

MILLER:  “That hurts Murph.”

MURPHY:  “It does.”

NA SETTLES FOR A TRIPLE BOGEY, PUTTING HIM 5 OVER THROUGH 4 HOLES ON HIS INWARD NINE.  
BUT HE BEGINS TO TURN IT AROUND, SINKING A CLUTCH BIRDIE AT 15…
BEFORE GOING FOR THE PAR 5 16TH IN 2.

KOCH:  screaming for it to get up… he’s got a ball that listens and if he makes that for eagle he’ll be back in a tie for 2nd at 7 under.

KOCH:  “Just a little under 14 feet it’s gona trun a little to the right, yes!

HICKS:  “He gets the bounceback player of the day award.”
BUT NA’S WILD RIDE CONTINUES ONE HOLE LATER AS HE BARELY AVOIDS THE WATER AT 17, AND SETTLES FOR BOGIE.  
TREE TROUBLE AT THE LAST LEADS TO ANOTHER AND NA LIMPS HOME WITH A 2-OVER ROUND OF 74.

NA SOT: “You know what, tomorrow I'm going to go out there like I don't care. I'm just going to // try to have a good time. // I'm happy with that kind of attitude that, you know what, no big deal. Just like another round. // And maybe that's the key for me to get my first win.”

ALSO STRUGGLING DOWN THE STRETCH, THE SWEDISH EXPRESS HENRIK STENSON GETS DERAILED ON THE BACK NINE. AFTER A BOGEY AT 14, HIS SHORT GAME FAILS HIM AT 16…

KOCH:  “That’s gotta hold on, that’s gotta hold on. That could go very close to the hazard.”
KOCH:  “Stenson for his par at 16.”

MILER: “Nightmare.”

AND AT 17, A 3 PUTT BOGEY DROPS HIM TO 6-UNDER, AND OUT OF SUNDAY’S FINAL PAIRING.

MILLER:  “he’s bogied 3 out of the last 4 holes.
HICKS:  “Well it looks like that Cjeka Woods pair in the final group tomorrow.

DESPITE HIS DISAPPOINTING FINISH, STENSON IS STILL IN CONTENTION FOR HIS FIRST STROKE PLAY VICTORY ON THE PGA TOUR.

HENRIK STENSON: "I'm still in pretty good shape. / I would have liked to finish a bit better. / That's just the nature of the golf course. / You've got to have tons of patience out there, and you have to accept the bad breaks as well. If I had my bad breaks on 16 and 17 today I can hopefully finish a bit better tomorrow. From where I am I definitely see myself having to shoot under par tomorrow to have a chance to win." 

WHILE POSSIBLE, STENSON'S TASK WON'T BE EASY. CEJKA CLOSES OUT HIS THIRD ROUND STRONG, FINISHING OFF AN EVEN PAR 72 WITH AN EXCLAMATION POINT AT 18. 

MILLER: “Best shot of the day by far. 
HICKS: No letting up by Cejka.”

CEJKA HOLDS THE 54-HOLD LEAD BY 5 SHOTS, THE LARGEST MARGIN IN THE 36-YEAR HISTORY OF THE PLAYERS.  HIS REWARD? 18 HOLES WITH TIGER WOODS ON SUNDAY.

CEJKA SOT: " I've got to focus / on my game tomorrow. / It's going to be tough. He's the best player. But it's going to be a good challenge for me. I know I have a lead, but it's against not only Tiger but against the rest of the field. I mean, I've got to play well tomorrow to win here." 

CEJKA SOT: "I'm going to go out there and try my best, and if I should make it / it would be the best day in my career so far."

Saturday Final Leaderboard.
WITH 18 HOLES TO PLAY, CJEKA WILL SLEEP ON A FIVE SHOT LEAD.  2-TIME U.S. OPEN CHAMPION RETIEF GOOSEN AND SUNDAY’S PLAYING COMPETITOR TIGER WOODS ARE AMONG 6 PLAYERS WHO ARE 5 SHOTS BEHIND.
SEGMENT FIVE

Sunday
CHAMPIONSHIP SUNDAY BEGINS ALL TOO EARLY FOR SERGIO GARCIA.  
IN THE 9TH GROUP OUT AND ONE SHOT OUT OF LAST PLACE, THE SPANIARD WILL NOT BECOME THE FIRST MAN TO REPEAT AS PLAYERS CHAMPION.

STARTER NATS:  From Spain, winner of the 2008 PLAYERS Championship, Sergio Garcia.”
THE DEFENDING CHAMPION BATTLES TO THE BITTER END, TURNING IN HIS BEST ROUND OF THE WEEK, A 3 UNDER PAR 69, AND FINISHING IN A TIE FOR 22ND.

AS GARCIA IS WRAPPING UP HIS ROUND, THE 2001 CHAMPION’S DAY IS ONLY BEGINNING.  FOR 54 HOLES TIGER WOODS HAS FOUGHT A BALKY PUTTER AND A FAULTY DRIVER YET THROUGH SHEER DETERMINATION THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE HAS WILLED HIMSELF INTO THE FINAL PAIRING – HIS DATE WITH DESTINY MERE MINUTES AWAY.

Final Round Early Action

DAN HICKS OPEN:  “Sunday at THE PLAYERS, one of the great days in all of golf amid this unique setting in the PLAYERS Stadium course where one of the most unlikely stories continues to unfold, 38 year old Alex Cejka, who has never won a PGA TOUR event finds himself in the final group with the world’s top ranked player Tiger Woods who will have to match his largest final round comeback in a PGA TOUR event if he is to win his 2nd PLAYERS title.

JOHNNY MILLER NATS: “There’s 6 guys at minus 6 starting today, one of those6 guys I believe is gonna have a hot round and challenge Cjeka, whether it be Tiger Woods, I don’t know… 

DAN HICKS OPEN:   The lead for Cejka is 5, it is the largest 54 hole lead in the 36 year history of the players.

STARTER NATS:  Ladies and gentlemen introducing the 2:35 starting time, from Germany, Alex Cjeka.

MILLER:  “What an important tee shot for confidence.”

WITH HIS FIRST SWING OF THE DAY, CJEKA SHOWS SIGNS THAT HE’S FEELING THE PRESSURE. 

HICKS:  “And the number one player in driving accuracy off the mark at the first.”
AND AS WOODS SPLITS THE FAIRWAY WITH HIS OPENING SALVO…

MALTBIE:  “This is beautiful, much better start than yesterday.”

HICKS:  “So right away Tiger makes a statement.”

MILLER:  That’s the shot that could make this really interesting in a hurry.”

IT SEEMS LIKE ONLY A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE HE RUNS CJEKA DOWN.

BUT UNCHARACTERISTICALLY, THE 14-TIME MAJOR CHAMPION FAILS TO CAPTIALIZE.

MILLER CALL:  “That is amazingly bad for a pro, let alone Tiger Woods.”
TIGER WOODS SOT: The second shot was in between clubs and probably pulled the wrong club there and didn't make a very good swing because I wasn't committed to the club. 


THOUGH HE SETTLES FOR PAR, WOODS GAINS A SHOT AS CJEKA STRUGGLES TO RIGHT THE SHIP.
HICKS:  Bogie 5 for Cjeka to begin, but Tiger all of a sudden is within 4.”

BUT HIS MOMENTUM IS SHORT LIVED.

NATS:  “Fore!”
TIGER WOODS SOT:  Then 2, I hit just a quick hook off that tee, tried to turn it over, and compounded the problem with my next shot.

HICKS:  ‘Ooh, water.”

MILLER:  “How about those 2 shots, I mean seriously if he hit a hundred balls on the range he wouldn’t hit one of them like those 2 shots.”

WITH A BOGIE AT THE 2ND EASIEST HOLE ON THE COURSE… 

AND ANOTHER DROPPED SHOT AT THE SHORT PAR 4 4TH…

WOOD’S CHANCE AT A 2ND PLAYERS ALL BUT EVAPORATES IN THE SWELTERING SUNDAY AFTERNOON SUN.
CJEKA MEANWHILE IS FAIRING NO BETTER.  

KOCH CALL :  This is water bound, whoa!  What a critical mistake.”
AFTER BEGINNING THE DAY WITH A FIVE SHOT LEAD IT TAKES HIM ONLY 6 HOLES TO LOSE IT.  

JACOBSEN CALL:  “When you get on that bad train, you just want to make a par to stop the bleeding.”
CJEKA’S NIGHTMARISH DOWNWARD SPIRAL RESULTS IN FRONT NINE 42, AND THOUGH WOODS HAS BETTERED THE GERMAN BY 4 SHOTS, HIS 38 LEAVES HIM WELL OFF THE PACE.

TIGER WOODS: “after I bogeyed 10, I said, I have to birdie 11 and 12 to get back in it. If I do that, then I've got a shot at it still. I didn't birdie either one of those holes. Even if I birdied, in the end it probably wouldn't be good enough.


EVER THE GRINDER, WOODS SALVAGES A 1 OVER 73 AND HIS FIRST TOP 10 AT THE PLAYERS SINCE HIS TITLE RUN IN 2001.  

WOODS SOT:  “When you’re playing a golf course like this and you don’t quite have it and the greens are this fast and this hard, and you’re not on, it’s really hard to shoot a good number.”
A FINAL ROUND 79, LEAVES CJEKA SEARCHING FOR ANSWERS.

Cjeka SOT:  I wasn’t really nervous I was just doing my things.  Maybe driving was not that bad but my iron play sometimes too aggressive.  I think maybe I played a little better than my score showed today I didn’t make one putt only one birdie. It was tough, so I got to be a little more patient next time.”
(MUSIC CHANGE)

THE DEMISE OF THE FINAL PAIRING CLEARS THE WAY FOR A FRENZIED FREE-FOR-ALL WITH A QUARTET OF CONTENDERS TAKING TURNS ATOP THE LEADERBOARD.
OPENING WITH A PAIR OF BIRDIES, FIRST ROUND LEADER BEN CRANE GRABS THE LEAD AT 8 UNDER PAR.
2-TIME U.S. OPEN CHAMPION RETIEF GOOSEN WITH A BIRDIE AT THE PAR 4 7TH.
CALL:  just like that, Retief Goosen up there.
ENGLISHMAN IAN POULTER JOINS THE CHASE AT THE PAR 5 9TH
HICKS:  And that gives Poulter a share of the lead and now we’ve got 4 tied atop at 7 under.”
ALSO AT THE 9TH, SWEDE HENRIK STENSON SEIZES THE MOMENTUM .
HICKS: “Haven’t seen many reach this green, just a little bit of an open chute up there and Stenson has found it.”
HICKS CALL:  Henrik Stenson emerging from the pack for the moment.”
THE BIRDIE GIVES STENSON A ONE SHOT LEAD AS HE MAKES THE TURN. 

OUT IN 34, HENRIK STENSON PICKS UP ANOTHER SHOT AT THE PAR 5 11TH.

HICKS:  “Steady Stenson, the only player left in the field without a bogie today.”

Stenson SOT:  “I kind of felt I had to go out there and be very patient again, and I didn't make any birdies early on. Then on the back nine it was really the putt I made on 11, and then I hit a great shot on 13 with a 7-iron

MURPHY:  Can you imagine how exact that it.. wonderful shot
Stenson SOT:  from there on it felt like if I could make pars from here on I should be up there.”
MILLER:  “He’s got a great chance to win this championship if he gets this one in.”

MURPHY:  Just like that, absolutely no questions.  Three shot lead now.

ONE GROUP AHEAD ENGLISHMAN IAN POULTER STAYS WITHIN SHOUTING DISTANCE WITH A SENSATIONAL APPROACH TO THE PAR 4 15TH.

PETER JACOBSEN CALL:  “Oh beautiful shot, that is the best we’ve seen today.
HENRIK STENSON: I saw that Ian was up there and there was a bit of fist pumping there when he made one on 15, so I took that was for a birdie.”
Call:  Heading to 16 with that kind of confidence with his length and as aggressive as he plays, he’s in great shape.”
HIS LEAD TRIMMED TO 2 SHOTS, STENSON ANSWERS AT 15.

JACOBSEN:  “Beautiful shot.  He just topped Poulter.

HICKS:  “This is a Clinic.”

JACOBSEN;  “That was fantastic.”

JACOBSEN:  Henrik Stanson now to 11 under par and a 3 stroke lead”

IAN POULTER: I felt as if I could make birdie on 16, I felt I still had a decent chance because we've seen in the past people make double, triple there, and they can still make a hash at the last. 

POULTER 16.2 ISO NATS “go in go in
KOCH;  “Asking for it to go in oh it doesn’t carry, catches the little false edge and spins right back.”

3 BEHIND STENSON POULTER MUST HOLE HIS CHIP FOR BIRDIE TO KEEP THE PRESSURE ON.

KOCH:  “Not taking advantage of the easiest hole on the course is Ian Poulter.
IAN POULTER:  I didn't realize at the time he was a good few in front when I was playing 17, and I just literally went straight at the flag.
KOCH:  “He went right at it.  That’s a beautiful shot and a very makable putt up the hill.”

IAN POULTER:  I thought if I could knock it stiff, make 2 and birdie the last, I'd still have a chance. 
STENSON SOT:  He hit a gutsy shot there. he's a winner, and he's firing at the flag when he has a chance to win. You know, it was obviously a bit calming for me that he didn't make 2 on 17. and I made mine for 4 on 16.

KOCH:  “Okay, 12 under par for Henrik Stenson, 6 under par in his final round, 6 birdies not a single bogie.  Very impressive performance on a day where a lot of other players have struggled.”
HENRIK STENSON: I knew that the greens were going to be even firmer and it was going to be hard to get close to the pins. I told whoever was out there after the round yesterday that I was going to go out there and finish strong today, and I did. So I'm just very happy with how I handled my mental game this week. 

TIGER WOODS SOT: “Pretty incredible. He played great, we all know he’s got all the talent in the world to do this, just a matter of time before he put it together. To do it on this stage was pretty impressive.”
KEVIN NA SOT: “Stenson’s playing incredible golf. You got to tip your hat to him because he’s played unbelievable golf.”
IAN POULTER SOT: “Hats off to Henrik for putting his foot down and pressing past everybody. It’s a hell of a round of golf out there today, those greens were icy quick.”
IAN POULTER SOT: “I haven’t really seen them that color before outside of an Open to be honest with you.”

CALL: “Another solid stroke. Henrik Stenson will head to the 18th tee 12 under par.”

HICKS: “With a bogey free round intact.”

CALL: “Beautiful looking shot right here Johnny, right down the center.”

CALL: “That’s confidence, that’s big time confidence. Drove it better than anyone else on the weekend and that just shows how together he’s got it right now.”

HENRIK STENSON SOT: “If you look at my resume I won tournament with very strong fields and that is very pleasing, seems to bring the best of me when I have to, playing the best players and obviously I feel like I am up there where I belong when I am playing good.”

HICKS winning call: “Henrik Stenson the first Swede to win the PLAYERS Championship and what an incredible final round Sunday it was.”
Final Leaderboard

STENSON’S BOGIE FREE FINAL ROUND 66 WILL GO DOWN AS ONE AS ONE OF THE GREATEST PERFORMANCES IN THE HISTORY OF THE PLAYERS AS THE SWEDE PULLS AWAY FOR A 4 SHOT VICTORY.  A FINAL ROUND 69 FROM JIM FURYK MOVES THE LOCAL RESIDENT INTO A TIE FOR 5TH, WHILE TIGER WOODS CRACKS THE TOP 10 AT THE PLAYERS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 8 YEARS.
HENRIK STENSON SOT: “It’s obviously great feeling to have won this championship and it’s a golf course I really enjoy playing, it suits my eye, suits my game. Just handled myself very well throughout these four days.”
TIM FINCHEM SOT: “This is the player’s own championship, so it is appropriate that a player presents the trophy and I would like to ask Sergio Garcia to come forward and present the trophy.”

SERGIO GARCIA SOT: “For me it’s been an honor being THE PLAYERS Champion. I couldn’t be prouder to present this trophy to Henrik fellow European and it’s a great championship and I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.”

HENRIK STENSON SOT: “It’s a great event and it’s an honor to win it and going to cherish it forever and just going out there the last day, I mean it feels like a major championship and you have to fight off the same players as you do in a major championship and I managed to do that.”
NATS:  “The 2009 PLAYERS Champion
HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “Just feels great to have won this championship.  It’ll be an honor to come back next year and try and defend it and see you all again and keep up the good work, and I heard you raised a lot of money for some great charities and we can’t have these tournaments without all the support that you give and it’s just great to see you and great to have won this week..  Thank you.

Clubhouse attendant:  “We’ve got a little surprise for you around the corner.”

JAY MONAHAN SOT:  “great job my friend

HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “thanks”

JAY MONAHAN SOT:  “This is our champions locker room. I am proud to present to you, this will always be here.”

HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “So I’m gonna have the last 5 here.

JAY MONAHAN SOT:  “Yeah it is.”
HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “That looks pretty good, number 34 there we go so hopefully add a few more.  It’s gonna be hard though, it’s tough, but if you want to be multiple winner you gotta start you know winning one.

HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “It was just a great round of golf and the way I handled myself all week and the weekend especially I had 2 bad holes yesterday at 16 and 17 and played pretty good yesterday but you know I ended up with  2 bogies there and that’s what happens around this golf course and it’s more how you accept it and get on with business and I still had a positive feeling walking off the course yesterday of a good day’s work and I didn’t let it get to me, and obviously finished strong today.”

Clubhouse attendant:  “Start here with Jack Nicklaus, The original PLAYERS and we have a spot dpwn here for you and we’d like you to pick a club representative of your victory and we’d be proud to display it.
HENRIK STENSON SOT:  Okay. Beautiful.

HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “It always takes a little bit of time before things sink in and obviously it’s a great accomplishment being able to win this Championship.

HENRIK STENSON SOT:  “see ya… see you next year.”
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