2008 PLAYERS Championship Official Film

Master Scripts

(TEASE)

THE PLAYERS…

A CHALLENGE OF WILL…INNER STRENGTH…COURAGE.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO TEST YOUR SKILL AGAINST THE GAME’S ELITE, ON ONE OF YOUR SPORTS MOST HALLOWED VENUES.

{pause}

THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE IS A PETE DYE MASTERPIECE THAT IS AS TRECHEROUS AS IT IS INSPIRING.

THUS, A PERFECT STAGE FOR UNMATCHED DRAMA.

{PLAYERS historical images}

THE 2008 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP SHOWCASED THE BEAUTY THAT IS THE GAME OF GOLF.

HOW SKILL AND DETERMINATION CAN OVERCOME EVEN MOTHER NATURE’S FIERCEST THREATS; 

HOW A LIFELONG JOURNEYMAN CAN STEAL THE HEARTS OF FANS ALL OVER THE WORLD, AND ALMOST TAKE HOME ONE OF GOLF’S BIGGEST PRIZES?

AND HOW A ONE TIME PHENOM WITH LIMITLESS POTENTIAL, FINALLY CAPTURED THE TITLE HE ALWAYS SEEMED DESTINED TO WIN.

THIS IS THE STORY OF THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP;

THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.

(EARLY WEEK)

EARLY WEEK AT THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP…A TIME BRIMMING WITH HOPE AND OPTIMISM…A BLANK CANVAS ON WHICH CHAMPIONSHIP DREAMS MIGHT BE DRAWN…THE STADIUM COURSE AT TPC SAWGRASS IS HALLOWED GROUND FOR FIRST-TIMERS AND SEASONED VETERANS ALIKE…

BUT FOR SEVERAL PLAYERS THE WEEK BEGINS A MERE STONE’S THROW FROM THE COURSE ON TUESDAY MORNING AT THE SAWGRASS MARRIOT HOTEL, FOR A CHARITY BREAKFAST BENEFITTING THE FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES…MAJOR CHAMPIONS ZACH JOHNSON AND TOM LEHMAN ARE IN ATTENDANCE…AS IS TOUR VETERAN TOM PERNICE, WHOSE VISUALLY IMPAIRED DAUGHTER, BROOKE, SINGS FOR THE CROWD…

< BROOKE SINGS >

AFTER THE MORNING FESTIVITIES, TOURNAMENT PREPARATION BEGINS IN EARNEST…

AS TUESDAY AFTERNOON HITS, MOST PLAYERS ARE SETTLED IN AND READY TO GET A FEEL FOR THE COURSE…

(BART BRYANT SOT ON TUESDAY AT THE PLAYERS): [06:05:32] “Tuesday at THE PLAYERS, got in my car this morning and drove to Jacksonville.  So here I am… I’m looking forward to going out and seeing the course. I’ve heard it’s in great shape. The greens are running about 13…so I’m just excited to get out there and putt a few… 

HARRINGTON WALK & TALK: [01:08:58] “It’s Wednesday…no pressure today.”

AS WEDNESDAY MORNING DAWNS, HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL AMONGST THE FIELD…ANY AND ALL CONCERNS RENDERED TRIVIAL BY UNBRIDLED CONFIDENCE…

ADAM SCOTT WALK & TALK: [01:06:30] “Another day, another dollar right?”

< RYAN MOORE WALKS OUT OF CLUBHOUSE TUNNEL, SPIKES CLICKING ON THE CONCRETE >

RYAN MOORE WALK & TALK: [01:05:15] Body’s feeling good, healthy, just looking forward to going and playing some good golf hopefully.”

BADDELEY SOT 2- ON HIS GAME: [07:24:25] “I’m feeling pretty good with my game. I finished 2nd at Hilton Head a few weeks ago, and even though I finished 40th last week I still feel like I played well, just a couple of bad holes. So I’m feeling pretty good about my game and where I’m at.”

OGILVY SOT 3: [07:04:20] “I’m hitting it decent…I hit the ball great last week but didn’t make many putts…That’s always a key factor…I’m feeling like I’m putting well, they just didn’t go in last week, so hopefully if a few putts go in, I can’t see any reason why I won’t be in it…at the end.”

< SHORT MONTAGE OF GUYS PLAYING PRACTICE ROUNDS >

SNEDEKER SOT 3: [] “I’m gonna go practice a little bit, try to get the game sharp for tomorrow morning and just try to get a good night’s rest and hopefully get a lot of good luck over the next fours days. We’ll need it.”

IMADA WALK & TALK: [01:01:27] “My caddie has food poisoning, so I’m on my own today… [01:01:49] He hit a shot yesterday on 17, he hit it so bad it barely made it to the water and I think he got a little bit nervous, and that’s what caused it…He didn’t want to hit a shot today.”

AS THURSDAY MORNING INCHES CLOSER, SOME PLAYERS SHIFT ATTENTION FROM THEIR GAME TO THE COURSE CONDITIONS…

QUINNEY WALK & TALK: [01:00:11] “Just trying to cram for the test…[01:00:26] With some of these pin placements they’re going to have I don’t think there’s going to be a whole lot of low scores and with that wind blowing it’s going to be a super hard test, but gotta enjoy it. That’s why we’re here.”

< MONTAGE OF PLAYERS SIGNING AUTOGRAPHS >

CALC SITS IN CHAIR, SIGNS AUTOGRAPHS FOR KIDS, GOOD BYTES: [01:22:04] “Nice hairdo. I like that. Looks like my kid.”

AS WEDNESDAY DRAWS TO A CLOSE, GOLF’S GREATEST CHAMPION IS HONORED WITH THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD…

< CEREMONY BYTES FROM FINCHEM & NICKLAUS TBD >

WITH THE FIRST TEE SHOT MERE HOURS AWAY, PLAYERS DEPART THE COURSE WITH THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP DREAMS STILL INTACT…BUT COME TOMORROW, NOTHING IS CERTAIN…

(THURSDAY ROUND 1)

THURSDAY MORNING, AND ROUND ONE OF THE PLAYERS BEGINS IN EARNEST WITH HALF OF THE 144 PLAYERS OFF AND RUNNING WITH EARLY TEE TIMES.

CALM CONDITIONS GREET THE STRONGEST FIELD IN GOLF WITH ONE SIGNIFICANT ABSENCE. STILL RECOVERING FROM A RECENT KNEE SURGERY, WORLD NUMBER ONE TIGER WOODS WILL MISS THE FIRST PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP OF HIS CAREER.

PLAYING IN HIS 25TH PLAYERS, TWO-TIME CHAMPION FRED COUPLES GETS OFF TO A QUICK START. KNOWLEDGE OF THE COURSE, AND ITS HALL OF FAME DESIGNER, GO A LONG WAY IN HELPING THE 48-YEAR OLD TO A 2-UNDER PERFORMANCE IN THE FIRST ROUND. 

ANOTHER SURPRISING FIRST ROUND IS TURNED IN BY TWO-TIME CHAMPION STEVE ELKINGTON, WHO STEADIES A ROCKY START TO HIS EARLY MORNING WITH 6 BIRDIES ON THE DAY.

12:28:36 Elkington, “You never lose any ground with 3-under at this course, you know, anywhere around par or under par will be good today and it’s sort of an effort that’s going to take the whole week, you need to play well all week.”

         [locater – 8:33am]

[P2 bin> NAT Mickelson 1st tee] First Tee announce, "First on the Tee, winner of the 2007 PLAYERS Championship, Phil Mickelson."
LAST YEAR’S CHAMPION AND WORLD NUMBER TWO, PHIL MICKELSON, BEGINS HIS TITLE DEFENSE IN HOPES OF BECOMING THE FIRST EVER TO REPEAT AS PLAYERS CHAMPION. 

WITH A START ON NUMBER TEN, LEFTY ENJOYS A STEADY OUTWARD NINE HIGHLIGHTED BY A BIRDIE AT THE FAMED 17TH HOLE. A PAIR OF BIRDIES ON THE FRONT HAS MICKELSON HIGH ON THE LEADERBOARD WITH A 2-UNDER ROUND OF 70.  

13:14:53 Mickelson quick quotes, “I'm pleased to have shot under par and pleased to get off to a good, solid start. I feel as though I'm turning 66s into 70s and I'm going to have to fix that this weekend.”

13:11:55 Mickelson quick quotes, “I think that if you make a lot of pars out here, you're not going to be losing much ground, and a birdie here or there scattered in will help make up ground. Again, this is a course where nobody is going to go low and take off and run away with the thing.”

RUNNER-UP TO MICKELSON AT LAST YEAR’S PLAYERS ON THE STRENGTH OF A FINAL ROUND 66, SERGIO GARCIA PICKS UP RIGHT WHERE HE LEFT OFF.

WITH A RENEWED CONFIDENCE IN HIS PUTTER, THE YOUNG SPANIARD CARDS SEVEN BIRDIES ON THE DAY. 

Garcia 9.4, birdie putt

Faldo call, “I wonder where he’s been hiding that stroke for the last couple of months, but I’m sure he’s delighted it’s come out of the closet on this week.”

A FIRST ROUND 66 IS HIS THIRD STRAIGHT IN THE 60s ON THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE DATING BACK TO ‘07, AND LANDS GARCIA THE EARLY TOURNAMENT LEAD.

Garcia presser, “…the last three rounds I played here, I played very nicely. My whole game has been good. I played very smart and hit a lot of fairways, a lot of greens, made some good putts when I had to.”

Garcia presser, “The greens were a little bit more receptive this morning. There wasn't much wind for early part of the round. //EDIT// as good as the greens are if you put a good stroke on it, you have a lot of chances of making them, which is always nice.’
AS THE MORNING SESSION COMES TO A CLOSE, THE LEADERBOARD HAS A VINTAGE FEEL TO IT.  A PAIR OF 68’S HAVE VETERANS KENNY PERRY AND PAUL GOYDOS ONLY TWO STROKES BEHIND GARCIA. 

FOR GOYDOS, IT IS HIS FIRST SCORE UNDER 70 IN 29 CAREER ROUNDS AT TPC SAWGRASS.

13:02:42 Goydos, “It is a great round. I putted very well, uh, this is a golf course where even par is a very good score and that’s really kind of where you’re shooting at and if you get a couple under that’s great, and a couple over’s not going to kill you probably. As the week goes on its going to play very difficult.”

MORNING LEADERBOARD:
	Position
	Player 
	Score
	Thru

	1
	Sergio Garcia
	-6
	F

	2
	Kenny Perry
	-4
	F

	
	Paul Goydos 
	-4
	F

	4
	Heath Slocum
	-3
	F

	
	Steve Elkington
	-3
	F

	
	Ian Poulter
	-3
	F

	7
	Phil Mickelson
	-2
	F

	
	Fred Couples
	-2
	F


NOTABLES:
	Position
	Player 
	Score
	Thru

	7
	Angel Cabrera
	-2
	F

	
	Jeff Quinney
	-1
	F

	
	Bernhard Langer
	E
	F

	
	Padraig Harrington
	E
	F

	
	Davis Love III
	+1
	F

	
	Fred Funk 
	+2
	F

	
	Vijay Singh
	+3
	F

	
	Geoff Ogilvy
	+5
	F


 EXPERIENCE AT TPC SAWGRASS HELPED SEVERAL VETERANS TO LOW SCORES EARLY IN ROUND 1 –  INCLUDING 34-YEAR OLD HEATH SLOCUM, WHO POSTED JUST HIS SECOND CAREER ROUND IN THE 60s AT THE PLAYERS. 

A TWO-TIME WINNER ON THE CHAMPIONS TOUR IN 2008, 50-YEAR OLD BERNHARD LANGER POSTS A RESPECTABLE EVEN PAR 72 IN HIS 23RD PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.

AT HIGH NOON THE AFTERNOON PAIRINGS DESCEND ON THE COURSE, INCLUDING ADAM SCOTT, WHO HAS THE HOT HAND EARLY. 

THE 2004 PLAYERS CHAMPION FINDS SUCCESS WITH THE FLATSTICK AND BIRDIES THREE OF HIS FIRST FOUR HOLES, TWO COMING FROM PUTTS OUTSIDE OF 15 FEET. 

ONE GROUP BACK, STEWART CINK TAKES A LIKING TO THE FRONT NINE AS WELL AND QUICKLY RISES UP THE LEADERBOARD.

Cink 3.2

Murphy, “Oh! Birdie 2, birdie 3!”

Cink 4.3

Murphy, “Three in a row. Minus three for Stewart Cink thru 4.”

Announce about conditions to come… “There are days when about this time of day out here you get the feeling like the wind is going to come up and blow hard this afternoon.”
QUIET ALL MORNING, THE 17TH HOLE MAKES ALL THE NOISE IN THE AFTERNOON WHEN THE WINDS PICK UP AND DRY OUT THE ISLAND GREEN. 

Kuchar (twice), Glover, Sterne, Allen, Gay, Els, Furyk, Rose [Charles Howell, Snedeker, Andres Romero – screen in screen] tee shots @ 17
Faldo announce (16:47:55), “It’s dangerous now this hole, isn’t it? It’s just dried out right in front of the flag isn’t it?  Koch, “That and the wind has picked up just enough that the ball is carrying perhaps a little bit farther than what players are expecting.” Faldo, “It’s at least 15 miles an hour above the trees and down on the ground level you think it’s 5. Guys just can’t see it.”
THE SAME UNPREDICTABLE WINDS COOL OFF THE HOT START CINK HAS GOING WHEN HIS APPROACH AT 11 FINDS THE HAZARD.

Cink 11.2… call, “Wow.”

15:15:22 Cink, “It was a difficult wind to judge. And uh, with the start I got off to I was hoping for a lot more, but I ran into some trouble on the back nine and gave a few back, but stayed in it a little bit at the end.”

THE SAME HOLE BRINGS TO A SOGGY HALT WHAT PROMISED TO BE A STELLAR OPENING ROUND FOR ADAM SCOTT, WHO MAKES THE FIRST OF 5 BOGEYS ON THE BACK NINE AT THE 11TH. 

ON SHOT @ 11TH 

15:18:40 Scott, “I felt like I was, at the top of my swing I was going to hook it left so I hold on and then, I completely misjudged the wind.”  15:18:10 Scott, “I wasn’t confident, you know, not committed to the shot and hit a few absolute shockers.”

GRINDING THROUGH HIS DAY AT 2-UNDER, ERNIE ELS FALLS VICTIM TO THE CONDITIONS AT THE PAR-3 13TH.

Ernie Els 13.1, iron tee shot WAY OFF… Faldo call, “Oh. Wow.” Roberts, “I don’t think I’ve seen one over there yet today.” 

FEW PLAYERS IN THE AFTERNOON SESSION FARE WELL. AMONG THEM, 2007 MASTERS CHAMPION ZACH JOHNSON, AND LOCAL RESIDENTS VIJAY SINGH AND JIM FURYK. 

WILTING IN THE FLORIDA HEAT, ONLY EIGHT OF 72 BREAK PAR.

ONE OF THEM IS BOO WEEKLEY. A WINNER EARLIER IN THE YEAR ON ANOTHER PETE DYE TRACK AT HARBOUR TOWN, THE FAN FAVORITE ENDS HIS DAY ONLY 4 SHOTS OFF THE LEAD.
Weekley 15.3
Faldo call, “That’s impressive. Give him a big ‘Boo’ for that one.”
IN THE SAME PAIRING WITH WEEKLEY, 22-YEAR OLD ANTHONY KIM SCRAPS TOGETHER A FIRST ROUND 70 ON THE HEELS OF A VICTORY THE PREVIOUS WEEK IN CHARLOTTE.

Kim 9.3

Faldo call, “Wow there’s a helluva round. That is impressive, coming off your first win, all the emotions in that…2-under… that’s as good as coming out and leading.”

Kim presser, “It's been a draining week. It's only Thursday, but hopefully I can just keep a level head and keep making some putts. //EDIT – another bite// 70 feels great any day, but especially on a golf course this tough and under conditions this tough, so I'm very excited about my score.”
ROUND 1 FINAL LEADERBOARD:

	Position
	Player 
	Score
	Thru

	1
	Sergio Garcia
	-6
	F

	2
	Kenny Perry
	-4
	F

	
	Paul Goydos 
	-4
	F

	4
	Heath Slocum
	-3
	F

	
	Steve Elkington
	-3
	F

	
	Ian Poulter
	-3
	F

	
	Niclas Fasth 
	-3
	F

	
	Todd Hamilton
	-3
	F


ROUND 1 NOTABLES:

	Position
	Player 
	Score
	Thru

	9
	Fred Couples
	-2
	F

	
	Phil Mickelson
	-2
	F

	
	Anthony Kim
	-2
	F

	
	Boo Weekley
	-2
	F

	35
	Bernhard Langer
	E
	F

	70
	Jim Furyk 
	+2
	F

	91
	Adam Scott 
	+3
	F

	
	Vijay Singh
	+3
	F


ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE LEADERBOARD, PLAYERS WITH MORNING STARTS RECORDED SEVEN OF THE TOP EIGHT SCORES ON THE DAY. THE LONE EXCEPTION WAS 2004 BRITISH OPEN CHAMPION TODD HAMILTON.

FOR THE UNFORTUNATE LOT THAT TEED OFF AFTER NOON, THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE PLAYED ON AVERAGE NEARLY TWO STROKES HARDER THAN EARLIER IN THE DAY. 

(FRIDAY)

FRIDAY AT THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP...  

THE STORYLINES SEEMINGLY WRITING THEMSELVES WITH THE FAMED STADIUM COURSE STEALING THE HEADLINES…

THE ISLAND GREEN WAS THE CENTER OF ATTENTION ON THE SUN-DRENCHED FRIDAY, MAKING A CAMEO APPEARANCE ON NBC’S TODAY SHOW.

GARY KOCH SET UP - “I’m here on the tee at the 17th …
MATT LAURER SET UP – “It’s not too bad, not too bad…you da man.”

THE WORLD WILL BE WATCHING 22-YEAR-OLD PHENOM ANTHONY KIM AND BOO WEEKLEY AS THEY ENTER CUT DAY FOUR SHOTS BACK OF SERGIO GARCIA’S EARLY LEAD OF 6 UNDER PAR…BOTH LOOKING TO CONTINUE THE MOMENTUM OF THEIR RECENT SUCCESSES.
KIM PUTTER IS ON TARGET THROUGHOUT HIS SECOND ROUND.
KIM NATS: “Beauty…”
NOT LACKING IN CONFIDENCE AND TALENT…KIM IS IN NEED OF A LITTLE SEASONING PERHAPS, IF HE PLANS ON HOISTING THE PLAYERS’ CRYSTAL BY WEEK’S END.

KIM SOT @ 19:02:56

“My putting has been saving me quite a bit.  Today was the worst putting round I’ve had in the last six rounds I’ve played.  I’ve been stroking it well, it’s just not going in, hopefully I can get them to fall on the weekend and see what happens.”

KIM’S PLAYING PARTNER BOO WEEKLEY ANSWERS LATER IN THE ROUND.
WEEKLEY 13TH HOLE – 60 FOOT BOMB GOOD – NATS PLAY

13:44:44 - WEEKLEY SOT:

“The putt at 13 was lucky…very lucky.”
THE ADDAGE “LUCK IS WHEN SKILL AND PREPARATION MEET” RINGS TRUE FOR WEEKLEY LATER IN THE DAY AT THE PAR 3 17TH, BOO BATTLES THE FIRM AND FAST CONDITIONS SAVING PAR; FINISHING AT 4 UNDER, TIED FOR THIRD PLACE.
NATS- “Boo…boo.”
AS WEEKLEY AND KIM ARE FINISHING THEIR ROUNDS, FIRST ROUND LEADER SERGIO GARCIA IS READY TO ATTACK THE STADIUM COURSE…

13:24:59 - SERGIO GARCIA FIRST TEE ANNOUNCE
“From Spain, Sergio Garcia.” 

BUT EL NIÑOS BALKY PUTTER REFUSES TO COOPERATE ON THE VERY FIRST GREEN.
13:38:53 - GARCIA 3-PUTT BOGEY AT FIRST HOLE 

THE SECOND THREE-PUTT OF THE WEEK FOR GARCIA DROPS HIM TO 5-UNDER RIGHT OUT OF THE GATES.
THE PIVOTAL 17TH HOLE CONTINUES TO PERPLEX. SERGIO GARCIA TRIES TO OUTSMART THE PENULTIMATE HOLE; FINDING LITTLE SUCCESS…

…NO WONDER, WITH THE WINDS CONTINUING TO GUST UPWARDS OF 35 MILES PER HOUR. 
GARCIA SOT @21:16:37:

“It can be dead calm like it did on 17 for a second, than it can be blowing really, really hard the next second…unfortunately that’s what happened on 17.” 

ANNC CALL FOR GARCIA AT 17: “…oooh, gets fortunate.”

GARCIA SOT @21:16:37:

“The good thing is my game is in good shape…hopefully I can pull through it.”

PETE DYE’S 17TH SPOILED GARCIA’S LONG WALK…HE DROPPED FROM 1 UNDER TO 1 OVER ON THE DAY IN AN INSTANT.

GARCIA FINISHES TIED FOR SECOND, BACKING UP THE 66 ON THURSDAY WITH A 73, BUT MAINTAINS POSITIVE PERSPECTIVE AS DAY THREE APPROACHES.
GARCIA SOT @ 21:15:38

“I think the way I played I probably deserved a bit more than I got… I felt like I was in control of what I was doing, unfortunately I didn’t make that putt on 18, it just didn’t want to go in, what can you do about that.”

PGA TOUR VETERANS OWNED PETE DYE’S RENOVATED STADIUM COURSE ON DAY TWO, AS THEY STRIVE TO STIFLE THE NEW- FOUND SUCCESSES OF THE NEW BREED.

47-YEAR-OLD KENNY PERRY IS PLAYING INSPIRED GOLF AFTER VISITING WITH 2005 PLAYERS CHAMPION AND TPC RESIDENT FRED FUNK AT HIS HOME IN PONTE VEDRA BEACH ON WEDNESDAY. IF FUNK COULD DO IT AT 48, WHY CAN’T PERRY?
PERRY SOT @ 21:10:46

“I’ve been playing good this year, I think this is the 10th cut in a row I’ve made.  I’ve been very steady, progressively working in the right direction. I’m actually starting to feel comfortable out there again.”

PERRY’S FOUR AT 11 MOVES HIM INTO A TIE FOR THE LEAD WITH PAUL GOYDOS AT 5 UNDER…

13:40:26 – PERRY BIRDIE AT 11
AS THE DAY DRAWS CLOSER TO ESTABLISHING THE CUTLINE, PERRY’S MIND IS NOT ON MAKING THE WEEKEND, BUT MAKING THE TURN BOGEY-FREE.
15:34:04 – PERRY SHOT AT 18
ANNC CALL: “What a shot…”
NEARLY JARRING IT, PERRY PARS 18 AND WOULD GO ON TO FINISH ALONE ATOP THE LEADERBOARD.
PERRY SOT @ 21:11:30:

“You can’t attack the golf course when it’s like this.  It’s just survival out there.” 

>>LANGER 3-SHOT MONTAGE<<

THE AGELESS BERNHARD LANGER LANDS EAGLE AT THE PAR 5 SECOND HOLE, AND DROPS BACK TO BACK BIRDIES…29 ON THE FRONT NINE NOT OUT OF THE QUESTION.

13:56:53 - LANGER BIRDIE AT 5

THE 50-YEAR-OLD CARDS TWO MORE BIRDIES ON THE FRONT SIDE TO GO OUT IN 31…AND CARDS ONLY THE SECOND SUB-70 ROUND ON DAY TWO.
LANGER SOT:

“Highlight was probably the putt on 17. I hit a 60-foot putt more or less from the very front.  It looked great from six feet in…” 
NETWORK ANNOUNCE AT 17 – “Talk about an unexpected birdie at 17…I guess we get to call that better than most?”

LANGER SOT:

“It rattled right into the middle of the hole and bounced around and the cheers were awesome.”
PAUL GOYDOS IS ATTEMPTING TO VALIDATE HIS COMEBACK VICTORY LAST YEAR IN HAWAII…ON THE STRENGTH OF AN EAGLE AND TWO BIRDIES ON THE OUTWARD NINE… 
15:48:07 – GOYDOS BIRDIE AT 9

ANNC CALL: “This for the outright lead…Paul Goydos.”

…THE 169TH PLAYER IN THE WORLD VAULTS INTO A TIE FOR SECOND BY DAY’S END.

GOYDOS SOT @ 21:12:50:

“Having success in Hawaii, I like it in Hawaii…you have the same kind of grasses, you’re playing Bermuda…the wind doesn’t bother me that much…having said that, as good as Wailae is it doesn’t have the holes you have here with the wind, 17 is just mean right now it’s like going with Tyson. This golf course has a lot more teeth.”

GOYDOS HEADS TO THE WEEKEND CONFIDENT…NO THREE-PUTTS THRU 36 HOLES IS A SIGN OF GOOD THINGS TO COME.

THE FAMOUS PAR THREE 17th HAD AN EVEN MORE FAMOUS SPECTATOR ON FRIDAY; 

NAT BREAK: “How are you? You guys doing all right? Doing great how are you?”

FORMER PRESIDENT BUSH VISITED TPC SAWGRASS…

…AND IMPARTED WISDOM ON THE DEFENDING CHAMP.

NAT BREAK: “Good luck…see you later.”

WORKING DILIGENTLY TO DEFEND LAST YEAR’S TITLE, PHIL MICKELSON TRIES TO SOLVE THE RIDDLES THE STADIUM COURSE PRESENTS…

15:18:06 – MICKELSON FROM TREES AT 6

MICKELSON SOT @ 21:21:47:

“I’m used to chipping close, I’m used to lag putting a little closer, just little things like that is where you score, and I’m not as sharp as I have been in the past. I don’t feel like it’s far off, I feel like it’s pretty close I’m only within 5 shots of the lead and a good round tomorrow should give me a good chance on Sunday.”

LEFTY WAS UNABLE TO CARD ONE OF THE 22 FRIDAY ROUNDS UNDER PAR… 

NATS- “Let’s go Phil…”

…SHOOTING 73…TIED FOR 13TH…LURKING.
VIJAY SINGH STILL CAN’T GET COMFORTABLE IN HIS OWN BACKYARD. AFTER 18 TRIES, VICTORY CONTINUES TO ELUDE THE FIJIAN…MISSING THE CUT BY ONE SHOT…
18:56:16 – SINGH MISSES CUT AT 9

THE FIVE MILE DRIVE HOME FOR THE FIJIAN WILL LIKELY SEEM LIKE AN ETERNITY.
PLAYERS (VERPLANK, HARRINGTON, O’HAIR) WALKING TO PARKING LOT

FOR 70 COMPETITORS, THE LONG WAIT OF ANOTHER YEAR IS INEVITABLE…A DREAM OF A PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE LEFT UNREALIZED.

74 PLAYERS EARNED THE RIGHT TO TEE IT UP ON THE WEEKEND AT THE STADIUM…THE COVETED CRYSTAL, STILL WITHIN GRASP…

Kenny Perry, who turnS 48 In August, fired a second-round 2-under-par 70 to get to 6-under after two rounds and take a one-stroke lead over Bernhard Langer, Paul Goydos and Sergio Garcia. Perry becomes the first player in his 40s to hold sole possession AT THE MIDPOINT, since a then-42-year-old Hal Sutton did so in 2000, where he eventually won.
LEADERS THRU 2ND ROUND

KENNY PERRY

-6
70

BERNHARD LANGER
-5
67

PAUL GOYDOS 

-5
71

SERGIO GARCIA

-5
73

ANTHONY KIM

-4
70

BOO WEEKLEY 

-3
71

FRED COUPLES

-2
72

NOTABLES THAT MISSED CUT

RD1
RD2
SEAN O’HAIR


+4
75
73


VIJAY SINGH


+4
75
73



SCOTT VERPLANK

+5
71
78



PADRAIG HARRINGTON
+6
72
78



ANGEL CABRERA


+7
70
81



STEVE STRICKER 


+9
77
76



GEOFF OGILVY


+8
77
75



K.J. CHOI



+13
79
78



(SATURDAY)

AS DAWN BROKE ON SATURDAY …

FANS AND COMPETITORS ALIKE KNEW THINGS HAD CHANGED. 
TEMPERATURES ROSE TO 92 DEGREES, THE HOTTEST PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND ON RECORD.  
FIRM AND FAST TOOK ON NEW MEANING…  
AND SCORES ROSE WITH THE TEMPERATURES. 

LIKE THE LEADERS, 40 SEEMED TO BE THE “IN” NUMBER.  

KEVIN STADLER LEFT THE FOURTH HOLE FULL OF MOMENTUM…

Nat of hole out – “mini slam”

BUT SHOT 41 ON THE BACK.
FRED COUPLES SHOT HIS 41 ON THE FRONT, BUT ENDED THE ROUND WITH THE ONLY BIRDIE OF THE DAY ON 18.  
Nats cheers
ERNIE ELS BEGAN THE DAY 5 BACK, BUT SHOT 40 ON THE FRONT. HE TRIED RECOVERING ON THE BACK, FIRST AT 15…

Nat…cheers

THEN ON 17.

Nat…”that’s very good”

BUT ELS FOUND OUT… IT WAS NOT TO BE. 

THINGS SEEMED TO BE LOOKING BRIGHT EARLY ON FOR ANTHONY KIM.  
HE BIRDIED 9 AND 10 TO GET WITHIN ONE…

Nat…so all of a sudden the 22 year old rising star is within one of Garcia goydos and perry

BUT KIM FOUND HIS FORTIES ON THE BACK NINE, WITH A 43 THAT INCLUDED A TRIPLE BOGEY 6 ON THE 17TH.  
Nat:  it’s n ot far enough. Oh Anthony.  That new found patience being tested right now.  

HIS 79 WAS A LESSON LEARNED, WHICH HE HANDLED WITH THE EMOTIONAL CALM OF A VETERAN, AS OPPOSED TO HOW HE WOULD HAVE DEALT WITH IT A YEAR AGO.  

Sot Anthony kim – that bag may be in the water last year…. That was all I had today. 

THE THIRD ROUND SCORING AVERAGE WAS THE HIGHEST SINCE 1999… BUT A SELECT FEW FOUND SUCCESS.  

J.B. HOLMES FOUND THE BACK NINE TO HIS LIKING ARRIVING AT THE 13TH WITH 4 BIRDIES IN A ROW.  

Jb tee at 13 - 

Jb putt at 13 – moves to three under par.  That’s quite the birdie there.  

THEN HE MADE ONE OF ONLY 9 BIRDIES ON THE DAY AT 17.
Jb at 17 – jb holmes gets it back to 2 under par.

PHIL MICKELSON BEGAN HIS QUEST TO BECOME THE FIRST BACK-TO-BACK CHAMPION FIVE OFF THE LEAD.

ENJOYING THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME WAS 16-YEAR OLD BEN HARRIS, PICKED AT RANDOM FROM HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTEERS TO BE THE STANDARD BEARER FOR THE GROUP.  

Sot harris o/c concentrated on what they have to do. 

BEN GOT TO SEE MICKELSON’S BEST EARLY.  AFTER BIRDIEING #2…

PHIL HAD A CHANCE TO MOVE CLOSER AT THE 5TH.  

Nat phil birdie.  He is within three 
Mid-round Leaderboard Graphic:

Kenny Perry -6  --

Bernhard Langer -5--

Sergia Garcia -5 --

Paul Goydos – 5 --

Phil Mickelson -3 (5)

Anthony Kim -3 (1)

Boo Weekley -3 (1)

AS THE LEADERS PREPARED TO START THEIR WEEKENDS, NO ONE ON THE COURSE HAD MADE A HUGE JUMP TOWARD THE TOP.  CONTROL OF THE TOURNAMENT COULD BE HAD IF ONE OF THE LEADERS ASSERTED HIMSELF.  BUT THE BEGINNING OF THE ROUND TURNED INTO A JOCKEYING FOR POSITION.    

nat announce – “…Bernhard langer”

BERNHARD LANGER, PLAYING IN HIS 23RD PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP, MADE THE FIRST MOVE.  TWO SPECTACULAR APPROACH SHOTS AND TWO BIRDIES VAULTED HIM TO SEVEN UNDER PAR.  

Nat Johnny call – he’s played two holes absolutely perfectly. 

BUT THE FIFTY YEAR OLD LANGER WOULD BOGEY 3 OF HIS NEXT 6 HOLES, FINISHING WITH 7 BOGEYS ON THE DAY EN ROUTE TO A 3 OVER PAR ROUND OF 75.  
47 YEAR OLD KENNY PERRY MATCHED LANGER’S BIRDIE AT #2 TO GET TO -7, BUT WOULD BOGEY #4 AND SLIP OUT OF THE LEAD.  

43 YEAR OLD PAUL GOYDOS BIRDIED 4 OF HIS FIRST 10 HOLES. INCLUDING PUTTS OF 17 FEET ON 3, AND 18 FEET ON 4.  HIS 4 IRON BUMPED UP TO 5 FEET ON THE LONG PAR 3 8TH. 

Nat – what a shot – beautifully played shot.  That was sweet.  What a shot.

THEN HE DRAINED ONE FROM 19’ 10” ON THE 10TH HOLE TO GIVE HIM THE LEAD AT -7  

Nat – birdie for the dirtbag.  Man…pour it in there.   

TWENTY EIGHT YEAR OLD SERGIO GARCIA WAS THE YOUNGSTER IN THIS GROUP OF VETERANS.  HIS BIRDIE ON THE PAR 5 NINTH GOT HIM TO WITHIN ONE OF THE LEAD… 
Nat – if he can get this putter working.  With his ball striking abilities he’s going to be dangerous.  
A REMARKABLE 100 FOOT BUNKER SHOT ON 11 PUSHED HIM INTO A TIE WITH GOYDOS.     

Nats:  get to that magic 7 number

DEFENDING CHAMPION PHIL MICKELSON’S EARLY ROUND MOMENTUM CONTINUED WITH A BIRDIE ON 9.  HIS INCOMPARABLE SHORT GAME PRESENTED ANOTHER BIRDIE CHANCE ON 11.
Nat – I’d give that a 9.5 out of ten  

MICKELSON WAS MAKING HIS MOVE, JUST THREE BACK.  BUT IT ALL CAME APART WITH ONE SWING ON NUMBER 14. 

Sot – that’s a headshaker  there

SOT Mickelson – it was just a terrible shot

THE DOUBLE BOGEY, ALONG WITH ANOTHER DROPPED SHOT AT 18 WOULD LEAVE MICKELSON 5 BACK…EXACTLY WHERE HE STARTED THE DAY.  

Sot Mickelson:   I just have to do it.   

PERRY CAME TO THE 14TH ONE BACK.  14 WAS THE TOUGHEST HOLE ON THE COURSE, PLAYING NEARLY TWO THIRDS OF A STROKE OVER PAR.   
Nat – that might one of the best shots we’ve seen today boys.  That’s a sweet shot. 

CALLING ON HIS 20 YEARS OF PLAYERS EXPERIENCE, PERRY MADE THE ONLY BIRDIE OF THE DAY AND TIED GOYDOS AT 6 UNDER.   

Nat – That’s a pretty good up and in.  yes it is. 

Sot Perry sot: o/c:  I’m just one round away my dream. 

GARCIA LOOKED TO MAKE IT A THREESOME AT 6 UNDER WITH A BIRDIE AT 16.  

THE WALK FROM 16 TO THE FAMOUS ISLAND GREEN 17TH PROVIDES A NEEDED RESPITE…TIME TO THINK ABOUT THE CHALLENGE AHEAD…TIME TO THINK ABOUT WHAT IS AT STAKE.  TIME TO DREAM ABOUT WHAT COULD BE.  

COMING OFF BIRDIE, GARCIA HAD A CHANCE FOR THE KNOCKOUT BLOW.  

Garcia 17.1 – a beautiful shot right over the flagstick

BUT LIKE HE HAD DONE ALL DAY, GOYDOS REFUSED TO BUCKLE.  

Nats:  two quality shots from Garcia and goydos.  Beautifully done.

IT WOULD COME DOWN TO THE ASPECT OF THE GAME THAT HAS SEPARATED THESE TWO COMBATANTS ALL WEEK…PUTTING.  GOYDOS RANKED 1ST IN PUTTS PER ROUND.  GARCIA 74TH, LAST OF ALL THE GOLFERS WHO MADE THE CUT.  

Garcia 17.2

Goydos 17.2

Garcia 17.3 three putt from 10’ 6”

Garcia SOT – what can you do?

THEN ON 18 FROM BEHIND THE TREES, GOYDOS HIT ONE OF THOSE SHOTS PEOPLE WILL TALK ABOUT FOR AGES.  

Goydos 18.2 

Goydos SOT

Goydos 18.4 only player in with all 3 rounds under par

Goydos SOT that’s the kind of things that happens when you are having success.  

Final Leaderboard

Paul Goydos  -7  70

Kenny Perry  -6  72

Sergio Garcia  -4  73

Jeff Quinney  -2  70

Phil Mickelson  -2  71

Bernhard Langer  -2  75

Greg Kraft  -1  68

JB Holmes  -1  71

GARCIA DROPPED ANOTHER SHOT ON 18...TIED FOR THE LEAD AFTER 16, HE FELL 3 BACK IN JUST TWO HOLES.  JEFF QUINNEY, IN JUST HIS SECOND PLAYERS, IS 5 BACK, ALONG WITH MICKELSON AND LANGER. 

FOR GOYDOS, IT’S THE FIRST 54 HOLE LEAD OF HIS CAREER.  

Goydos sot: 16 years, 1st 54 hole lead…I guess you could say I was due. 
AS NIGHT FELL, AFTER ALL THE ATTENTION OVER THE SURPRISE LEADER HAD DIED DOWN… GOYDOS FINALLY GOT TO END HIS DAY…ALONE WITH THE THOUGHT OF BEING ONE ROUND FROM GOLFING IMMORTALITY.  

Sot – goydos walking us through the clubhouse

  O/C: and you don’t enjoy it. 

(SUNDAY)

SUNDAY AT THE PLAYERS…

THE MORNING CALM HIDES THE DRAMA THAT IS TO UNFOLD ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE 35TH PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.

FORECASTED DANGEROUS WEATHER CONDITIONS NEVER MATERIALIZE AS CLOUDS TURN TO SUN BY THE TIME THE LEADERS TEE OFF IN THE FINAL ROUND.

AT THE PLAYERS, IT REFUSES TO RAIN ON MOTHER’S DAY.

{Arrivals}

BETTER WEATHER MAY HAVE ARRIVED JUST IN TIME, BUT IN GOLF NOTHING EVER GOES TO PLAN. 

THE COLD FRONT THAT PRODUCED THOSE PREDICTED STORMS BROUGHT WITH IT EVEN MORE WIND. 30 TO 40 MILE AN HOUR GUSTS ROCKED THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE, PROMISSING A DIFFICULT DAY FOR THE CONTENDERS.

14050 (Costas Set-up SOT) day four at the PLAYERS and which players are at the top of the leaderboard? How about Paul Goydos (show arriving) the 169 the ranked player in the world, who in nine previous attempts has never finished higher than 38th…(edit) but through 54 holes finessed the course and charmed the galleries and the press with his self deprecating style…

…he will tee off in the final pairing with another seemingly unlikely contender, 47-year-old Kenny Perry who trails Goydos by a single stroke, who has been on tour half his life without ever notching a victory as prestigious as this one would be…

…Sergio Garcia (edit) is still in the mix is three back of Goydos…

… and if Phil Mickelson is to be the first repeat champion he will have to come from five off the pace…

WITH THE LEADERS MAKING THEIR PREPARATIONS FOR THE FINAL ROUND, IT WAS AGAIN THE CONDITIONS THAT WERE TAKING CENTER STAGE…

(Hicks: 141659) winds gusting to over 40 mile per hour, this was on the practice green a little while a go, Sergio Garcia was practicing his putting and his balls were actually rolling there…and Mickelson lost his visor in the water, and so he had to replace it with a cap and Bones giving him the new lid…”

IF THE WINDS MADE KEEPING YOUR HAT ON ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE IMAGINE TRYING TO SHOOT A LOW SCORE…

ON HIS 36TH BIRTHDAY, BRINY BAIRD WAS TRYING TO DISPROVE THAT NOTION…HIS APPROACH ON THE PAR 3 3RD AND THE RESULTING BIRDIE SET THE STAGE FOR THE REST OF HIS ROUND.

{Nats}

ERNIE ELS PLAYING NEARLY TWO HOURS AHEAD OF THE FINAL GROUPS MADE HIS PRESENCE KNOWN AS WELL, THIS EAGLE OUT OF THE GREENSIDE BUNKER ON 11, GOT THE BIG EASY TO 
1-UNDER…

BUT BOGIES ON 12 AND 13, MADE ELS’ WISH OF POSTING A GOOD EARLY SCORE, UNFULFILLED.

{Nats, Mickelson announce 1st tee}

PHIL MICKELSON, NEW “LID” FIRMLY ON HIS HEAD, WAS THE FIRST OF THE LEADERS TO GET HIS ROUND UNDERWAY…{swing}

LEFTY MAKES A MESS OF THE FIRST HOLE AND HAS THIS JUST TO SAVE BOGEY.

{Nats..announce call}

SERGIO GARCIA WAS NEXT TO PLAY THE DIFFICULT 1ST HOLE…AND LIKE IT HAS ALL WEEK, HIS PUTTER WASN’T LIVING UP TO HIS BALL STRIKING.

AND THEN AGAIN ON THE 2ND, ANOTHER MISSED OPPURTUNITY.

{Announce…Dead last in putting for the guys who made the cut..”

Announce 1st tee Goydos… ‘Everybody wondering can Paul Goydos pull this off?”

THE STORY OF THIS 35TH PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP HAS BEEN THE THAT OF PAUL GOYDOS…WHAT ONCE WAS THOUGHT THE IMPOSSIBLE NOW SEEMED ALMOST DESTINED.

BUT AT THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE, REALITY IS BUT ONE SWING AWAY.

Goydos 2.3 app over green

A MISCALCULATION ON THE 2ND, LEADS TO HIS FIRST BOGEY OF THE ROUND…

AND THEN AT THE PAR 3 3RD…GOYDOS FINDS TROUBLE OFF THE TEE…

{announce…test of survival}

TWO BOGIES IN THE FIRST THREE HOLES, AND THE CINDERELLA STORY WAS MEERLY BECOMING A BAD DREAM.

PLAYING ALONGSIDE GOYDOS, KENNY PERRY NIGHTMARE WAS JUST BEGINNING…AFTER A BOGEY AT THE FIRST, THIS ONE AT THE 4TH HAD HIM REELING.

AFTER AN INDIFFERENT APPROACH TO THE 4TH HIMSELF, GOYDOS WAS LEFT WITH THIS MONSTER FOR BIRDIE…

{Announce huge putt with reax}

BAIRD AHEAD ON THE PAR 4 7TH, STICKS HIS APPROACH CLOSE LEADING TO HIS 2ND BIRDIE OF THE FRONT NINE. HE WOULD GO OUT IN 34, AND SITTING PRETTY AT 3-UNDER PAR.

MEANWHILE THE BALKY PUTTER THAT HAUNTED SERGIO GARCIA FOR THE FIRST THREE DAYS WAS STARTING TO COME TO LIFE.

FIRST TO SAVE PAR AT THE 5TH…announce

AND THEN ON 9…

PHIL MICKELSON WAS HAVING PUTTING ISSUES OF HIS OWN WITH BOGIES AT 6 AND 7, BUT HE TOO FOUND SOME SOLICE AT THE 9TH…WITH A BIRDIE, BUT IT WAS TOO LITTLE TOO LATE, AS A 
2-OVER FRONT NINE 38 ENDED HIS REPEAT BID.

***LEADERBOARD***

Half way Leaderboard

Paul Goydos  

-5  9

Kenny Perry  

-4  9

Sergio Garcia  

-3  9

Briny Baird

-3  11

Jeff Quinney  

-2  9

Bernhard Langer  
-1  9

Stephen Ames 
    
-1 12


Phil Mickelson     
E  71

AS THE LEADERS FINISH THEIR FRONT NINES…PAUL GOYDOS CONTINUES TO CLING TO THE LEAD, WITH KENNY PERRY HANGING IN AT 1-BACK AND GARCIA JUST 2-SHOTS OFF THE PACE…

{Leader Montage}
THE OPENING NINE HOLES WERE A DIFFICULT TEST FOR ALL THE LEADERS ON THIS CHAMPIONSHIP SUNDAY, AND WITH THE STADIUM COURSE FLEXING ITS MUSCLE, AND PETE DYE’S TRECHEROUS FINAL HOLES STILL TO COME, THE DRAMA WAS JUST GETTING STARTED.

{Music Sting}

THE BACK NINE AT THE PLAYERS STADIUM COURSE IS A MASTERFUL TEST OF EVERY FACET OF A GOLFER’S GAME. AND FOR THOSE CHASING THE ULTIMATE GOAL THAT IS THE PLAYERS CRYSTAL, THERE IS NO GETTING AROUND IT, TO WIN HERE, YOU HAVE TO GET THROUGH “THE GAUNTLET”

Hicks and Miller:  (hicks) you’ve got 16, 17, and 18 looming, and with the winds making this one of the toughest final rounds we can remember in recent history. (Miller) those finishing holes are they gonna be exciting folks, if you are just tuning in, from here to the end hold on to the end of your chairs cause anything can happen.”
PAUL GOYDOS HAS LOOKED STRONG ALL DAY, BUT WITH HIS APPROACH AT THE 10TH MISSING SHORT AND RIGHT, IS THIS THE FIRST SIGN THAT THE MAGNITUDE OF THE MOMENT IS GETTING TO HIM?

Miller: “that might have been the first shot that had some nerves…”

APPARENTLY NOT.

Goydos chips in at 10…with announce,

Goydos SOT: “it was getting ridiculous at that point…I actually saw the shot going in to be honest with you. I predicted it, or I felt like I was going to make it, it just kind of was there …”

THE UNLIKELY BIRDIE GETS GOYDOS TO 6-UNDER, AND ADDED WITH A KENNY PERRY BOGEY, THE LEAD IS NOW 3 SHOTS OVER PERRY AND GARCIA.

{Music Change}

QUIETLY LURKING ALL DAY IS JEFF QUINNEY. THE 2000 US AMATEUR CHAMPION PLAYED THE FRONT NINE IN EVEN PAR AND WATCHED AS THE LEADERS WORKED THEIR WAY BACK TO HIM.

AND NOW AT THE PAR 5 11TH, HE DECIDES TO JOIN THE CHASE.

THE NICE APPROACH LEADS TO A BIRDIE AND QUINNEY GETS TO 3-UNDER.
PLAYING ALONG SIDE QUINNEY, SERGIO GARCIA’S PUTTER IS FINALLY STARTING TO HEAT UP.

Garcia birdie’s 11 with announce…

AND THEN AGAIN ON 12…

Garcia birdie -5, “here he comes to 5-under  ***show lower 3rd leaderboard***

A GROUP BEHIND, KENNY PERRY’S QUEST FOR HIS PLAYERS VICTORY IS FADING…A BACK NINE 43 SEND HIM REELING AND OUT OF CONTENTION…

THE SAME HOLDS TRUE FOR BRINY BAIRD, WITH BOGIES AT 15, AND THEN AT THE FAMED 17TH.

THE FINAL ROUND WAS QUICKLY BECOMING A THREE MAN RACE, AND AS USUAL GOYDOS WAS LEADING THE WAY… 

THIS APPROACH AT 12 SETS UP ANOTHER BIRDIE…7-UNDER PAR

NOW ON 13, QUINNEY’S TEE SHOT ON THE PAR 3…

ANOTHER BIRDIE AND QUINNEY’S AT 4-UNDER…

Announce Quinney…”
Quinney SOT: “we were laughing with my caddie…we had our celebration dance all planned out.”
AFTER A BOGEY AT 13, GARCIA FOR BIRDIE AT 14…

Garcia…good time to kick a field goal here…” 

THE BIRDIE GETS GARCIA TO 5-UNDER AND NOW ONLY 2-BACK.

{Music Change}
WITH GARCIA AND QUINNEY CLOSING FAST, GOYDOS RUNS INTO TROUBLE AT 14…

Miller Call “if he makes this he has a great shot to win it, if he doesn’t then I don’t know..”

THEN ON 15 HIS APPROACH DOESN’T STOP ON THE FIRM FAST GREENS, LEADING TO ANOTHER LOST SHOT, AND INTO A TIE FOR THE LEAD WITH GARCIA.

QUINNEY IN THE FAIRWAY AT 16, NOW TRAILING BY ONE, SENDS A MESSAGE…

Approach at 16th..onto green in two…largest comeback talk

HIS TWO-PUTT BIRDIE GETS HIM TO 5-UNDER PAR AND TIED WITH GOYDOS.

GARCIA NOW HAS A CHANCE TO TAKE THE LEAD BY HIMSELF AT 16…BUT A RARE BACK NINE BIRDIE MISS, AND IT’S A THREESOME ATOP THE LEADERBOARD.

{reset scene…}

ONE OF THE BEAUTIES OF THE FINAL THREE HOLES AT SAWGRASS ARE THEIR PROXIMITY TO EACH OTHER, AND WITH THE LEADERS NOW ALL PLAYING 16 AND 17, THERE WAS PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITY TO SIZE UP THE COMPETITION.

Goydos SOT…” once you get to the middle of 16, its pretty hard not to know what’s going on…there’s so many decisions that have to be made those last few holes, I think you need to know what’s in front of you….I thought I had the advantage of position in the poker tournament, I was in the last group and I got to see what I had to do…”
WITH GOYDOS ABLE TO SEE BOTH GARCIA AND QUINNEY SAFELY MAKE PARS ON 17, HE KNOWS A BIRDIE AT 16 WILL GIVE HIM A ONE-SHOT CUSHION HEADING TO THE FINAL TWO HOLES.

HIS 3RD TO THE PAR 5, SETS UP JUST THAT...

THE BIRDIE GETS HIM TO 6-UNDER.

“Koch…Paul Goydos reclaims the lead..”
MEANWHILE, GARCIA AND QUINNEY HAD THE DAUNTING FINAL HOLE TO PLAY, AND BOTH FOUND THE DANGEROUS RIGHT ROUGH OFF THE TEE…

BACK AT 17 GOYDOS PLAYS IT SAFE…

QUINNEY’S FIRST TO PLAY HIS 2ND AT 18…OVER THE GREEN AND IN TROUBLE IN THE BACK BUNKER.

Quinney SOT: I had a good lie on 18…I was kind of excited when it first left the club face, and I was hoping it would hit that front edge, kill it, but obviously hitting a hybrid out of that rough, it just came out hot…

GARCIA’S 2ND SHOT FROM A BAD LIE IN THE ROUGH ENDS UP SHORT OF THE GREEN, HE IS GOING TO HAVE TO GET UP AND DOWN TO SAVE PAR.

ON 17, GOYDOS’ BIRDIE PUTT SLIDES BY, LEAVING A COUPLE OF FEET FOR PAR….EVEN THE SHORT ONES AREN’T EASY ON CHAMPIONSHIP SUNDAY.

GOYDOS HEADS TO THE FINAL HOLE, STILL UP BY ONE.

IN ORDER TO KEEP THE PRESSURE ON, GARCIA WOULD HAVE TO GET UP AND DOWN FOR PAR FROM JUST OVER 50 YARDS, OR PERHAPS MAKE A MIRACULOUS BIRDIE?

Garcia’s 3rd shot at 18 w/ call…

Garcia SOT: For a minute, I looked at my caddie and thought I made that third shot…actually when I looked from the fairway, it looked like it was two feet behind the hole, and then I looked at the screen and saw the ball just kept running and running, and I’m like no stop, please.”

AS GARCIA MADE HIS WAY TO THE GREEN, GOYDOS WAS BACK AT THE TEE…AND LIKE HIS TWO COMBATANTS, HE FOUND THE RIGHT ROUGH…

UP AT THE GREEN, QUINNEY’S CHANCE TO POST 5-UNDER FELL SHORT…THE BOGEY AT THE 72ND HOLE ENDED HIS AMAZING BACK NINE RUN AND HIS CHANCE AT HIS FIRST PGA TOUR VICTORY.

NOW THE STAGE WAS SET AND FITTINGLY FOR GARCIA IT CAME DOWN TO A PUTT TO EVEN HAVE A CHANCE. COULD THE 
28-YEAR-OLD, FINALLY MAKE THE BIGGEST PUTT OF HIS LIFE?

Garcia SOT: “I've seen that putt before. And it feels -- it's so weird. It feels like it wants to go right, and it doesn't; it almost goes the other way…. 
the good thing about it was I knew that I was going to make that putt. 

Garcia putt at 18… with announce.

NOW IT WAS SIMPLE FOR GOYDOS…MAKE PAR AND YOU WIN THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP.

AFTER LAYING UP TO JUST OVER 50 YARDS, HE MUST GET UP AND DOWN TO DO JUST THAT…
Goydos chip
WITH AN INDIFFERENT CHIP…HE TOO IS LEFT WITH A PAR PUTT ON THE 72ND  HOLE.

Announce call…
Goydos SOT: “this is the perfect scenario; you’ve got a playoff on the 17th hole, that’s what happens in quote on quote majors championships…”
THE LOVEABLE JOURNEYMAN FROM LONG BEACH CALIFORNIA VERSUS THE ONE TIME PHENOM FROM SPAIN IN THE FIRST PLAYOFF AT THE PLAYERS IN 21 YEARS.

{Music change}

HOW FITTING THAT ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING FINISHES IN PLAYERS HISTORY, WOULD CONTINUE ON THE MOST EXCITING HOLE IN ALL OF GOLF.

HICKS…”we are about to feel this island green like we’ve never felt it before…”
GOYDOS WOULD HAVE THE HONORS.

Goydos Tee in Playoff

Goydos SOT3: “I hit the same club.(EDIT). I may have stepped the line two feet farther to the right so I maybe would catch that ridge, but the wind stood it up a little bit. 
Again, first playoff, my experience told me, it's not time to try to dink a 9-iron. It's time to stick with the shot you hit. I hit a really good shot there on hole 71, and I hit not quite as good a shot on hole 73.
NOW GARCIA HAD TO AVOID THE SAME FATE AND FIND DRY LAND.

Garcia 17th Tee w/ announce…
Garcia SOT “I was just praying that I didn't get any weird gusts or wind or anything like that, and I knew the shot I wanted to hit, , hopefully it will be good enough. I was thinking, if I manage to make 3, -- I should win this thing..”
GARCIA’S AMAZING SHOT, COUPLED WITH GOYDOS’ UNFORTUNATE ERROR, MEANS SERGIO CAN WALK TO THE ISLAND GREEN KNOWING HE HAS FINALLY WON THE BIGGEST TOURNAMENT OF HIS LIFE.

Garcia Tap-in…with announce

Garcia SOT “Awesome. Great day. I felt so good all week long with all part of my game. I feel like I was really coming along, and you know, just thrilled to be able to be the PLAYERS Champ and I'm just going to try to carry it as well as I can.”

**Final Leaderboards***

GARCIA’S VICTORY IS HIS FIRST IN OVER THREE YEARS, AND HIS SEVENTH CAREER PGA TOUR TITLE.

JEFF QUINNEY FINISHES A SHOT BEHIND GARCIA AND GOYDOS AND NOW HAS TWO TOP 10 FINISHES IN HIS ONLY TWO STARTS AT THE PLAYERS.

CHAD CAMPBELL POSTS THE LOW ROUND OF THE DAY IN THE MORNING WITH A 68…
 Mickelson gives Garcia trophy…{mixed with Nats}

Garcia on the phone speaking Spanish…

Garcia SOT.. “That's the goal is to keep getting better, and the only thing this tells me is to keep working hard and to believe in myself, and when I do believe in myself, I think there's not a lot of guys out there that can beat me. 

THE 2008 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP SHOWCASED THE VERY BEST OF THE PGA TOUR…
IT COMMENCED BY HONORING A LEGEND WITH THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD…
THEN PROVIDED THE STAGE FOR A 43-YEAR OLD JOURNEYMAN’S CINDERELLA STORY…
AND CULMINATED IN ONE OF THE GAME’S RISING STARS EMERGING VICTORIOUS IN A PLAYOFF ON THE WORLD REKNOWNED 17TH HOLE…
THE 35TH PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP WAS ONE FOR THE AGES, AND TAKES A PROMINENT PLACE IN THE ANNALS OF THE TOURNAMENT’S STORIED HISTORY…

(EXTRAS)
ON WEDNESDAY OF THE PLAYERS…3-TIME CHAMP JACK NICKLAUS…WAS ON HAND TO RECEIVE THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD AT THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP. 

TIM FINCHEM INTRO: “the lifetime achievement award was created for the purpose of recognizing individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the PGA TOUR over an extended period of time for their personal performance on the golf course and off the golf course in serving as ambassadors of the game and certainly I don’t think anyone disputes that Jack Nicklaus is on the top of the list of having made those kind of contributions. Clearly in this sport Jack Nicklaus is the ultimate lifetime achiever. Over the time of Jack’s involvement in golf, he has made this sport immeasurably better. And for that I would like to ask Jack to join me to receive the PGA TOUR lifetime achievement award. Jack there could be no more fitting recipient than this recognition.

TIM FINCHEM: “it’s a little heavy”

JACK NICKLAUS: “well, that’s good it won’t blow away.”

TIME FINCHEM: “ladies and gentlemen. Jack Nicklaus”

JACK NICKLAUS SPEECH: “Tim thank you very much and ladies and gentlemen. I look around me and I see what has grown here. And what has happened here in Jacksonville at the PLAYERS. And I know that my good friend Dean Beanman was the gentleman that started it and has been carried on by Tim Finchem. Grown in leaps and bounds. I come here to PLAYERS Championship this week and look back on the three times that I’ve won it. And I look at my grand total of prize money and it was just about one tenth for all three of them then for what you’re playing for first place this week. We’ve come a long way baby. A long way. Some say maybe I played to early, maybe we’re in the wrong era. No I liked when I played. I hate to come back and play against these guys today. They’re all pretty good. Especially one of them. The game has given back to so many. I just think that’s wonderful. Proud to be part of it. It’s been a real journey and we’ve enjoyed it. And I thank you all for being here today. Thank you for honoring me. I appreciate it very much. Thank you. 

TIM FINCHEM: We can’t conclude the ceremony without the traditional presentation of the Waltz Fitzmular portrait that’s been done of Jack. And I’d like Jack and Barbara if they would make their way over to the easel to do the unveiling. 

THE 2008 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP FAN EXPERIENCE CAN BE SUMMED UP WITH ONE WORD…

ON CAMERA: 

SOT: “AWESOME”
SOT:  “IMPRESSIVE.”
SOT: “BRILLIANT.”

SOT: “IN ONE WORD?”

SOT: “OUTRAGEOUS”

SOT: “AWESOME”

SOT: “FANTASTIC”

SOT: “HOT (LAUGH)”
SOT: “LIFE CHANGING”

SOT: “ONE WORD?”

SOT: “IT WAS A BLAST”

SOT: “EXHILLERATING”

SOT: “INTIMIDATING”

SOT: “IT’S EXCELLENT”

SOT: “EXCITING” 
SOT: “SWEET”

IN 2008 THE STADIUM VILLAGE FEATURED REPLICAS OF THE 16TH, 17TH, AND 18TH HOLES AT TPC SAWGRASS…

SOT: “I THINK IT’S A GREAT WAY TO INTEGRATE FAMILIES INTO THE IDEA OF GOLF. YOU KNOW I LOVE THE PUTTING GREEN OVER THERE.  I WAS REALLY ENJOYING THE KIDS GETTING INTO THE GAME I LOVE THE SPOT, WHERE IT LOOKS LIKE IT’S ATTEMPTING TO MIMIC THE 17TH HOLE. I THINK IT’S GREAT THE WAY YOU HAVE INTEGRATED THE GAME INTO EVERYONE’S EXPERIENCE NOT JUST THE AVID GOLFER BUT PEOPLE LIKE MYSELF.”

FANS FLOCKED TO THE RECREATION OF THE FAMOUS 17TH HOLE AT TPC SAWGRASS, YEARNING TO TEST THE TRECHEROUS WATER THAT SURROUNDS THE ISLAND GREEN…

SOT: “WE HAVEN’T HAD ANY HOLE IN ONES TODAY.”

SOT: “IT WAS PRETTY HARD. FUN. IT WAS LIKE THE REAL DEAL. YEAH IT SURE WAS.”

SOT: “IT JUST WENT KURPLUNK, RIGHT IN THE WATER”

 SOT: “I PUT TWO IN THE WATER. (BUDDY LAUGHS) I’M REALLY NOT LAUGHING (LAUGHS)”

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS MASCOT JAXON DA VILLE CAME OUT TO THE FAN EXPERIENCE, AND GAVE THE 18TH GREEN A TRY…BUT SOON FOUND HE WAS BETTER AT PUMPING UP THE CROWD AND LEAVING THE PUTTING TO PROFESSIONALS LIKE JIM FURYK, WHO BRIEFLY TRADED IN THE TOUR EXPERIENCE FOR THE FAN EXPERIENCE…

(DIVER EXTRA)

SOT: “WE CAME STRAIGHT HERE. IT SEEMED LIKE A REAL FUN THING TO DO AND WE HAD A BLAST DOING IT. WE MAY GET IN LINE AGAIN. SURE WILL-”

SOT: “Flew right over the green and into the water.”

SOT: “not even close.”

SOT: “that’s way short”

44,000 rounds of golf are played at TPC each year with a remarkable 120,000 golf balls finding their way into the water at the famed 17th hole. 63 balls caused a splash at this year’s PLAYERS Championship. We all know how the balls get into the water, but it’s the way they get out is what’s truly amazing…

“I am Pascal Ruji and I retrieve all the balls out of 17. 

They bite and they let go. They are not really crazy about eating you. It’s more of a territorial thing. It’s this pond. It was there before me. I go in there. I’m a trespasser. But he knows me we’ve been here 6 years. And he’s gone now. That’s the worst kind of thing when he’s inside the water and I don’t know where he is.”

Hunting golf balls with a gator on your tail is one thing… add the burden of diving equipment?...

The tank is let’s say 40 pounds, the balls are 50 pounds when the bag is full we put sometimes 800 balls in a bag so it’s 80 lbs. You don’t feel the weight too much. You know to feel the ball I have to drag myself on the bottom. It’s no problem in the world but when you want to get out of the pond especially with an alligator chasing you its very heavy.

Is the gator still there?

He knows I’m in here, he can feel the vibration of the water.

If I go towards him he will turn around eventually

Oh yeah, he’s going over there, That a boy!

But he’s not giving up. He’ll go around the island and look at me from the back.

The slope goes down and the ball role down to the same places and you just follow the trail of the balls all the way around the green. It’s a very easy job anybody can do it. Almost every player in the world, for some reason, wants their ball back. I’ve seen people with their head in my bucket while I’m in the water and sating well, where’s my ball? Lots of players assume that well they threw their ball in the water it’s still theirs. Well it’s not. The minute I’ve got my hand on it, it’s mine.

Dollar signs may be washed away for some tournament players as each ball makes a ripple in the pond but… for the diver…they are priceless. The TPC Sawgrass pays 7 cents per ball, and the balls are resold. Job security for this diver is only 6 holes-in-one made in 25 years of the PLAYERS Championship. 

It is such an easy dive cause it’s 6 feet in the middle deep. It’s 3 to 4 feet on the edge. It’s almost a vacation to come to 17 and that hole keeps on giving. It never failed us. Now the only thing is that alligator that’s been living here now. But it looks like I’m handling it better and better.

