15CLTran 2007 Players Official Film 

The Players Championship

15CLTran 2007 Players Official Film
THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP 
May 10, 2007 through May 13, 2007

TPC Sawgrass

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida



01:00:07 

IT BEGAN AS A SIMPLE YET DAUNTING AMBITION ... TO ESTABLISH THE NEXT GREAT GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP.
01:00:15 

CALL:  He's remarkable.  He just does what he has to do to win.

01:00:20 

It has become an annual assembly of the game's strongest field.

01:00:25 

HAL SUTTON:  Be the right club today.  Yes!

01:00:31 
A Championship created by them....

01:00:35 

 ... for them....

01:00:38 

 ... a Championship known simply as THE PLAYERS.

01:00:46 

Its stage is second to none, the PLAYERS Stadium Course, one of modern golf's greatest Cathedrals.

01:00:54 

As the ultimate measure of a golfer's guts, it dares each contestant in this most elite of fields to join the fortunate few that have claimed a place in its circle of champions.

01:01:08 

For a quarter century Pete Dye's masterpiece has served as the breathtaking backdrop for dazzling performances ... and spectacular finishes.

01:01:17 

CALL:  Pete Dye will go for a swim today.

01:01:24 

CALL:  Better than most.

01:01:26 

CALL:  How about? 

01:01:27 

CALL:  That is better than most.

01:01:29 

CALL:  Better than most!

01:01:35 

CALL:  Yeah!  Scott survives, a dauntless champion in the history of THE PLAYERS Championship!

01:01:47 
2007 will be remembered for the rebirth of the famed Stadium Course, recreated in its original image, a test of will and skill.

01:01:59 

It will be remembered for the mythical rise of one of the game's bright young stars, who momentarily seized the spotlight and realized the price you pay for attacking the stadium's island green.

01:02:11 

CALL:  Right over the green ... into the water.

01:02:15 

But most of all, the 2007 PLAYERS will be remembered as the grand revival of one of the game's most popular players, as the people's champion shook off stunning past disappointments and reemerged as a conquering hero.

01:02:31 

CALL:  Phil Mickelson finally has his ... PLAYERS Championship!

01:02:39 
Welcome to the 2007 ... PLAYERS Championship.

01:02:54 

Monday at THE PLAYERS ... months of preparations have led to eery calm as an empty course awaits the world's best golfers.

01:03:05 

Some players get a headstart and begin practicing on the newly refurbished greens....

01:03:11 

 ... while others want to see the changes to the course as soon as possible.

01:03:16 

Early winds a metaphor for the changes that are everywhere at Sawgrass as well as a prelude to impending severe weather....

01:03:25 

Despite the conditions, defending champion Stephen Ames arrives early to get a look at the course and relive his previous year's triumph.

01:03:33 

STEPHEN AMES:  We're here in the Champions Room.  It's a tribute to be in here, uh, among, uh, some of these champions here in the ‑‑ the world of golf.  And, uh, obviously I'm elated to be part of this, uh, special occasion.

01:03:46 

STEPHEN AMES:  That is mine right here.

01:03:49 

STEPHEN AMES:  2006.

01:03:52 

At the 2006 PLAYERS Championship Ames fired a Final Round 67, on a day when the field's scoring average was more than 75, and won by 6.

01:04:03 

At age 43 it is his career‑defining win.

01:04:07 

And now he hopes to repeat those memories as he makes his way around the place where it all happened.

01:04:13 

STEPHEN AMES:  The biggest thing I remember about the Final Round, is I remember shaking Vijay's hand on the 1st tee and on the 18th green.  Ha‑ha‑ha.

01:04:22 

STEPHEN AMES:  That was it.  Pretty much in a big, big zone where I didn't know where I was or who I was playing with and, uh, I was just playing my own game and doing my own thing.

01:04:30 

NATS:  Good luck this week.

01:04:33 

STEPHEN AMES:  Playing each hole as the week goes on, you remember the shots that you hit, the good ones hopefully and not the bad ones, and, uh, you work on it from there, but it always brings a warm, fuzzy feeling back into you.

01:04:48 

Tuesday finds more players arriving for practice rounds.

01:04:53 

2001 champion and World Number 1 Tiger Woods is all smiles coming off a win the previous week.

01:05:00 

With nine wins in his last twelve starts, all eyes are trying to catch an up‑close glimpse of the legend.

01:05:08 

TIGER WOODS:  Anyone can win here.  That's the ‑‑ the beauty of this golf course, is that with all the angles and ‑‑ and Pete likes to funnel things down, we're all playing for about the same spot.  Over the years we all hit the ball to the same areas and we just play from there.

01:05:21 

TIGER WOODS:  The PLAYERS is just a wonderful fit to bridge the gap between, you know, the Masters and the U.S. Open, and this is as well a field each and every year, probably the best field.

01:05:31 

All of the game's biggest stars are on hand to get their first look at the revamped Stadium Course.

01:05:36 

Local residents Vijay Singh, Sergio Garcia and Luke Donald are all getting a taste of what awaits them later in the week.

01:05:43 

And Phil Mickelson was hoping his extra work around the course would help solidify the changes he's been working on with his swing ... and maybe this Tuesday walk up 18 will be repeated come Sunday.

01:05:55 

PHIL MICKELSON:  The course looks terrific and I think everybody kind of agrees, it looks really, really good.  It's in great shape and they've incorporated more chipping and short game areas, and it's gonna play fabulous.

01:06:06 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Having this tournament on its isolated date separated from other majors, the way the marketing for the tournament has been, the way the purse has been and the way the club house and the ambiance around here feels first class, it has that special feel that only major goes seem to have.

01:06:24 

Tuesday rings in the official opening of the new clubhouse, and with it a special dinner honoring past PLAYERS Champions who unveil portraits depicting some of the famous championship moments.

01:06:37 

JACK NICKLAUS:  I didn't know what you were going to do when you were gonna have this event.  You called me and said, "Jack, can you come up?  We're gonna unveil the clubhouse."  Well, I've never seen a clubhouse opening, Tim.

01:06:49 

JACK NICKLAUS:  And I said, "you know, you've come a long way, baby."  You know, this place is just absolutely ‑‑ what has happened has been fantastic.

01:07:00 

Eight days after the 2006 PLAYERS was completed the course with the legendary island green began a major renovation.

01:07:08 

The brain child of famed architect Pete Dye and former PGA TOUR Commissioner Deane Beamon has been the permanent home to THE PLAYERS since 1982.

01:07:20 

In just seven months every green was completely rebuilt.

01:08:25 

Fairway renovation required the removal of 24,000 tons of topsoil, the equivalent of seven miles worth of dump trucks.

01:07:34 

TPC Sawgrass also received 22 miles of underground piping, 40 city blocks worth of new grass, and a mile of Dye's famed bulkhead.

01:07:45 

[ SOT ] :  We accomplished a lot more than we thought we were going to accomplish from the beginning, and with the support of Pete Dye and the renovations of all of the architectural changes, the golf course is much improved, and it is going to be much more challenging to the players.

01:08:00 

[ SOT ] :  Visually there's no real change, but I know when those professionals play they'll think we tore it up and put it back upside down.

01:08:09 

Complementing course improvements, a brand new Mediterranean revival style clubhouse which will serve as a dramatic backdrop for the tournament.

01:08:18 

The project, which would normally take two and a half years, was completed in just more than ten months.

01:08:24 

[ SOT ] :  I liken the changes at THE PLAYERS Club to what's happened at Augusta over the years.  They've gradually upgraded their clubhouse, they've grad y'all upgraded their course; we just did it all in one year and we got it over with.

01:08:37 

[ SOT ] :  The direction THE PLAYERS Championship is going is going to take it to another level in its next 30 years.

01:08:42 

Outside of renovations, the tournament's biggest change is its move from March, when the North Florida weather can be unpredictable, to a new spot on The Tour's schedule in May.

01:08:52 

[ SOT ] :  Now that we've moved the event to May, we can play on firm, fast Bermudagrass, which the players have really been asking for for a long, long time, and I think they're gonna see the venue they've always wanted to play on.

01:09:05 

And now the pre‑tournament reviews of the freshly renovated course begin.

01:09:09 

It does feel a little bit different because you don't see that thick, thick rough that we're used to seeing, and the greens are definitely firmer than we're used to playing, and the course itself.

01:09:19 

A good short game is going to be really important this week because you're going to get a lot of balls that are running off the greens, and bouncing through greens.  It will definitely play a little different than it did in March.

01:09:28 

From a playability standpoint I think it's marvelous.  Uh, it allows the guys to hit a lot more golf shots, recover from the rough, create some stuff.  It's a players golf course.

01:09:42 

By Wednesday the winds of the first two days are joined by rain and the beginnings of a subtropical depression named Andrea.

01:09:51 

Unfortunately the weather is the buzz.  They're talking about tropical storm winds could affect the tournament.  You have a great field and Tiger wins last weekend, everybody is looking at him and the whole Mickelson challenge.  So somehow they'll get the tournament in.

01:10:05 

Hopefully we're gonna get the sun out and a little wind, but I've been here 22 years now and I've never had a tropical system in any golf tournament.  I'm going to do another first, gonna have a tropical system during the event.

01:10:18 

But in an event of this magnitude there is no pause for wind and rain.  There are balls to be hit and holes to be played.

01:10:26 

And when it gets too bad outside, some players unwind with a little Ping‑Pong.

01:10:32 

International star Sergio Garcia, Tim Clark, Adam Scott and Luke Donald stay dry and show why they're such great competitors.

01:10:39 

NATS:  Ahhhh!  Woo!

01:10:43 

It's always excited to get a big tournament going, especially THE PLAYERS Championship.  You've got the anticipation of a major, and that's the feeling.  You don't see a whole lot of players show up on Monday mornings at a regular tournament.  You saw a lot of guys here Monday morning getting ready for this one because it's a big one.  So we've been waiting for about three days.  We're ready to get going.

01:11:00 

With unsettling weather in the forecast, the sun fights to break through the clouds as maintenance crews ready to course for what promises to be a difficult first round.  

[ Break‑01:11:13 to 01:12:03 ]

01:12:07 

The only light this early Thursday morning at TPC Sawgrass comes courtesy of large Jumbotrons that frame the famed 18th hole as workers hurriedly prepare for the first round of play.

01:12:20 

Hopes for a typical Northeast Florida Sunrise fade as subtropical depression Andrea sits just off‑shore.

01:12:29 

The stubborn storm hasn't yet materialized as predicted, but her winds seem destined to wreak havoc with gusts forecasted to 40 miles an hour during the opening day of play.

01:12:40 

NATS:  The worst of the showers and thunderstorms have stayed in the ocean.  We've stayed on the back side where we've got the stronger core of the wind.  I know it's got to be making the conditions very tough on the guys out on the course.

01:12:51 

ANNC:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcomes to THE PLAYERS for our 2007.

01:12:58 

Despite Andrea's exception, play begins at the 34th PLAYERS Championship.

01:13:04 

FEDEXCUP point leader Tiger Woods tees off at the 10th just before 8:00 a.m., looking for his 10th win in his last 14 starts.

01:13:13 

But in the strong morning winds nothing materializes.

01:13:19 

Typical of his front 9, a 3‑putt par at the par 5 16th.  Tiger goes out at even par.

01:13:26 

A few groups behind Tiger, Rory Sabbatini.  The brash South African using all of his short game prowess at the par 5 11 gets it up‑and‑down for the birdie.  Sabbatini would add birdies at 13 and 18 to take the early lead at 3‑under.

01:13:42 

Defending champion Stephen Ames continues to enjoy himself despite opening with a 77, the smiles hiding the pain of what appears to be a shortened title defense.

01:13:53 

Chris DiMarco's struggles have lasted all season, unable to manage even a single top 15 finish, but today he gets off to a great start with his birdie at the opening hole.

01:14:03 

Then after birdies at 2 and 4, he adds another at the difficult par 3 8th.  A 4‑under 68 in strong winds assures DiMarco he'll be near the top of the leaderboard come tonight.

01:14:14 

CHRIS DiMARCO:  I went out there today and tried to stay in rhythm.  I knew it was going to be tough out there.  I tried to walk a good pace, just keep my rhythm all day, and I was able to do that and I hit a lot of solid shots.  When I did hit one that wasn't so slight, I just took my time and really surveyed it real well.

01:14:29 

While DiMarco was going low on the front, Phil Mickelson was getting off to a good start himself with three birdies in his first seven holes.

01:14:36 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think getting off to a good start with two birdies was a big factor for me because it allowed me to not have to force birdies or press.  I was able to, uh, play for par on some of the tougher holes and take advantage of, uh, some of the birdie holes, uh, where the pin was more susceptible.  So I think the start was important.

01:14:54 

Mickelson adds three for birdies on his back nine including this box at the par 3 8th, his first‑ever at that hole.

01:15:02 

An opening round 67 puts lefty in prime position after Round 1.

01:15:07 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I felt very good today.  I hit a lot of good shots in some strong winds and was able to, uh, keep the control in control and my misses were very small, and that allowed me to take a lot of the big trouble out of play that, uh, I have found in the past.

01:15:20 

Sabbatini seems to be enjoying his day in the strong winds, and it's easy to see why as birdies at 2, 3 and 6 match Mickelson's opening round 67.

01:15:32 

CALL:  Sabbatini has it to 6‑under par!

01:15:35 

RORY SABBATINI:  It just seemed like one of those days where you just missed to the right spot or, you know, you just managed to pull a shot off at the right time.  It's one of those days, just kept things going.

01:15:47 

Things haven't changed for Tiger as he's unable to manage even one birdie on his way to an opening round 75 that clearly leaves him searching for answers.

01:15:58 

TIGER WOODS:  The greens are new, they're not quite settled yet, and it's going to take a little time.  But, uh, you know, if you put the ball in the correct spot and leave yourself all putts you can be pretty aggressive.  When you're putting across slopes it becomes a little more like a test.

01:16:10 

Although Mickelson and Sabbatini managed excellent rounds in the morning winds many struggled with a scoring average of more than 75.  A few of the game's best managed to get in the red, including former Ryder Cup captain Tom Lehman and Australian Rod Pampling.

01:16:26 

Among those who struggled, two‑time champion Davis love III with a 77.

01:16:36 

Just a few miles away from TPC Sawgrass, 2005 PLAYERS champion Fred Funk begins his day, anxious to start his afternoon round on day 1.

01:16:48 

FRED FUNK:  Nerves anticipation on something this big, of this hard a golf course, and then when you walk out and you see 25, 30 mile an hour winds.  Ha, it ‑‑ you know you're in for a long day.  A lot can happen.

01:17:01 

FRED FUNK:  It's neat to drive in.  You see these ... uhm ... banners more or less that are on the white poles in ‑‑ in the driveway, and it's pretty neat to just go by and know that you're one of those guys, but, uh ... it's a special feeling.  It has a feeling of, uhm, you're driving into a major.

01:17:19 

Funk's prediction of rough conditions proves correct as few players in the afternoon groups farewell.

01:17:27 

And despite his excitement for the round, the local resident has a miserable time of it on his way to a first round 80.

01:17:35 

There were, however, a few good scores from the afternoon pairings.

01:17:39 

Sweden's Carl Pettersson rides a hot putter, making long putts at the 4th.

01:17:47 

And then another at the 5th on his way to a 2‑under 70.

01:17:54 

CALL:  Well, what are the chances?

01:17:55 

CALL:  4 and 5?

01:17:56 

CALL:  Carl Pettersson racking up some foot age.

01:17:59 

And Aussie Peter Lonard has the low round of the afternoon with 4 birdies including this one at the difficult finishing hole.

01:18:06 

CALL:  Bogeyed the 1st hole.

01:18:08 

CALL:  But four birdies on the card since.

01:18:12 

Jason Gore and Tom Lehman both played well in the demanding afternoon winds with 2‑under 70s, as did Aussie Rod Pampling, but the first round scoring average of almost 75 and a half, the highest since the tournament moved to the TPC Sawgrass in 1982, proves once again Mother Nature, or in this case Andrea, rules.  

[ Break ‑ 01:18:40 through 01:19:03 ]

01:19:06 

Round 2.  It's cut day at THE PLAYERS.

01:19:11 

Friday begins with improved conditions as Thursday's winds have finally calmed, but high early scores prove the newly‑renovated Stadium Course still rules.

01:19:22 

CALL:  You know, only 8 shots between leader and making the cut.

01:19:26 

Outside the number after day 1, Hunter Mahan hopes a big move early will spell success in his second PLAYERS appearance.

01:19:34 

His 5‑iron at the par 5 11th from 227 yards makes history, the first double eagle recorded at TPC Sawgrass.

01:19:43 

The first player in the clubhouse on the first page of the leaderboard is 2005 Rookie of the Year Sean O'Hair.  A 3‑under 69 moves the 24 year old to within 2 shots of the lead.

01:19:59 

8 shots off the lead to start his day, World Number 1 Tiger Woods looks to make a move after an uncharacteristic first round left the star without a birdie for the first time in four years.  The par 5 2nd gives Tiger his first chance.

01:20:17 

CALL:  Found it for Tiger Woods.  That's the first birdie of the week.  He get to plus 2.

01:20:22 

But the birdie fails to jump start Tiger's round and more erratic player follows on the front nine.

01:20:27 

CALL:  No, that's dreadful down there.

01:20:29 

CALL:  Yep.

01:20:31 

Tiger saves par despite the errant tee shot at 4, then faces a grim reality after bogeys at 5 and 8.

01:20:40 

CALL:  Oh, geez.

01:20:41 

CALL:  Yeah, now outside the cut line, so ...

01:20:43 

CALL:  Yeah.

01:20:45 

71 players we see at plus 3 or better.  That bogey drops Tiger Woods to plus 4.

01:20:49 

Woods has only missed 4 cuts in his 10‑year professional career, but for the rest of the day he'll need to battle to stay inside the number.

01:20:57 

ANNC:  On the tee from South Lake, Texas, Rory Sabbatini!

01:21:03 

NATS:  Oh, yeah.

01:21:05 

A first round 67 puts Sabbatini in a tie for the lead, but the South African finds the TPC Sawgrass much more challenging on day 2.

01:21:14 

CALL:  Ooh, that's gonna be... wet.

01:21:19 

Missed opportunity and wayward tee shots lead to three straight bogeys on the front nine.

01:21:25 

CALL:  Ohhhh, don't want to miss left.

01:21:27 

CALL:  Oh, and that is hard left.

01:21:30 

One group back, first round co‑leader Phil Mickelson looks to build on a 5 under score through day 1.

01:21:38 

But the front nine proves difficult.  Still in the process of revamping his swing, Mickelson's tee shot finds the water at 5.

01:21:46 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Come on!

01:21:50 
He makes bogey on three of four holes when a par saver at 8 doesn't materialize.

01:21:55 

CALL:  Ohhhh, wow.  It went back hard at the end, didn't it?  Another poor tee shot at the 8th leads to yet another bogey.

01:22:05 

Tiger continues his struggles on the back nine.  A normally reliable putter fails him on 10 and 11.

01:22:11 

CALL:  These are the worst misses we've seen from Tiger.  Something more is going on, biorhythms are just not right today.

01:22:20 

Another bogey at 12 puts Tiger outside the cut line, and that number clearly on his mind.

01:22:26 

TIGER WOODS:  It looked like 5 might get in, but it wasn't a hundred percent sure.  I figured I needed to get to 4 somehow, hopefully a little bit below that would have been great.

01:22:35 

TIGER WOODS:  And I played 16 a little more aggressively today.

01:22:44 

CALL:  Tiger's ... famous at ... digging up something when he absolutely needs it.

01:22:49 

His aggressive play pays off.  The 2‑putt birdie at the 16th gets him back inside the cut line.

01:22:55 

And after a par at 17, he plays the home hole needing another to be safe.

01:23:00 

Bus his approach once again leaves him in a tough spot for an up‑and‑down.

01:23:05 

But Woods is not about to let the weekend slip away.  He converts from off the green to make the cut and keep his hopes alive for bouncing back into contention on the weekend.

01:23:15 

TIGER WOODS:  I just need to get myself into the red numbers for the tournament.  Bad days on the ball, and that's where I'd like to end up.  Obviously I have to make a lot more birdies than I've made the first two days.

01:23:26 

48‑year‑old Tom Lehman charges up the leaderboard with some heroics at the par 4 15th.

01:23:32 

The eagle moves Lehman to 2‑under for the championship.

01:23:36 

CALL:  What a hole to make a 2 on.  Yes, baby!  Ha‑ha‑ha.

01:23:42 

CALL:  Circle down, you do your back end.  Oh, boy.

01:23:45 

With leaderboard Phil Mickelson through the turn, we're more than halfway through cut day.  Not thinking about the number, Peter Lonard and Carl Pettersson had posted solid scores earlier in the day.

01:23:57 

1 off the lead after the first round, Chris DiMarco slides back a few shots with some early struggles in Round 2.

01:24:04 

But with a tight leaderboard, there are a number of other distinguished players only a few shots off the lead.

01:24:18 

The setting appears quite peaceful....

01:24:21 

Pristine, blue water....

01:24:23 

An immaculate island green.

01:24:26 

It allures the best, but inside ... fear, respect....

01:24:32 

It is ... the 17th.

01:24:34 

PHIL MICKELSON:  You try to suppress it until you walk off 16 green.  You don't want to think about it throughout the early part of the round.

01:24:40 

ADAM SCOTT:  Playing it is not that much fun.  It's one of the reasons why this event has become what it is.

01:24:47 

Only a wedge, and under benign conditions a simple shot for the game's best.

01:24:52 

And for those who stand up to the challenge, the 17th can deliver unbridled joy....

01:25:03 

For two days at THE PLAYERS the island green is living up to its billing.

01:25:08 

Evidence that the high winds are wreaking havoc with the most distinguished field in golf, the ball drop area has taken more abuse than ever.

01:25:16 

CALL:  Tough 128 yard shot.

01:25:20 

CALL:  It's playing the toughest in the world.

01:25:24 

The number of balls hit in the water through only two rounds breaks the four‑round tournament mark.

01:25:30 

CALL:  Ohhhh.

01:25:35 

Rory Sabbatini arrives at 17 plus 3 for the day but remains only 3 shots off the lead.

01:25:44 

CALL:  Oh, hang on.  Aye‑yi‑yi!

01:25:48 
A 7 on 17 puts the first round co‑leader dangerously close to the cut line.

01:25:56 

Playing in the same group with Sabbatini is Pampling, who rides a second straight round under par into a tie for third.

01:26:04 

CALL:  Right in the bottom.

01:26:06 

RORY SABBATINI:  The golf course is still playing good today.  When it's fully on there, playing on there, it's really not going to be that different.  The greens are still really firm, so it's hard to get it close to the hole.  Even if there's no wind it's going to be tough to get it near the hole.

01:26:21 

Aussie Nathan Green uses three birdies to get to within 1 shot of Mickelson, then takes advantage of the best scoring hole on the course.

01:26:30 

CALL:  Good place to putt from here on 16.

01:26:37 

CALL:  And there it is, Nathan Green ... with a nice 4 at 16, and he catches ... Phil Mickelson for the moment.

01:26:44 

Green finishes his round at 4‑under to draw a spot in the final pairing on Saturday, his best two‑day total in his young career.

01:26:51 

CALL:  Oh, how good is that.

01:26:54 

NATHAN GREEN:  First round, the same place and, uh, give myself a shot at a birdie and, uh, I was lucky though that I missed greens, I managed to get up‑and‑down and scrapped it pretty well.  So I'm lying forward to the weekend.

01:27:05 

Looking to get his round straightened out, Mickelson also attacks the par 5 16th.

01:27:15 

CALL:  It's at the center of the green.

01:27:17 

CALL:  Oh, beautiful looking shot.

01:27:18 

CALL:  Is barely ‑‑ this is on, this is going to be good.

01:27:21 

CALL:  Phil Mickelson will have 7 feet at 16 for the outright lead.

01:27:29 

CALL:  Phil Mickelson started the day at 5‑under par, and he has gotten back to that number and he is now your leader.

01:27:36 

Lefty rides the momentum through the final two holes, finishing at even par on the day.

01:27:41 

CALL:  Can't imagine what this place would be like on Sunday afternoon if that man comes here in the lead.

01:27:48 

And up‑and‑down 72 gives Mickelson his first 36‑hole lead at THE PLAYERS.  Over his career, he's taken a lead into the weekend 23 times and has converted to win 13 of those.

01:28:01 

PHIL MICKELSON:  The difference today was my misses off the tee were ‑‑ were a lot bigger.  I hit some, uh, very poor shots today and put myself in some tough spots to make par.  I hit some, uh, very poor shots the front nine and I was ‑‑ I was fortunate to only be 1‑over, and ... get it back to even.  But on the other hand, had I played well I think this was a day I could have shot 4 or 5‑under par and pulled away a little bit more.

01:28:22 

It wouldn't have taken much to pull away from a field struggling to score on the renovated Stadium Course.

01:28:29 

As evidence the course was winning out, the cut line at 5 over, tying the second highest cut line in PLAYERS history.

01:28:38 

One casualty, Stephen Ames, who becomes the first defending champion to miss the cut since 1994.

01:28:45 

Also going home is 2005 champ Fred Funk, who could not overcome his first round 80.

01:28:51 

The low round of the day, Jose Maria Olazabal.  The Spaniard moving to within 5 shots of the lead with a 66, making yesterday's 78 a distant memory.

01:29:03 

But Olazabal's round was an anomaly.

01:29:07 

Of 142 golfers, only 10 posted rounds in the 60s.

01:29:15 

The leaders after two rounds of play are almost better labeled the survivors of the conditions at Sawgrass.

01:29:21 

Tom Pernice, Jr. Has the low round of the front page with a 68, while Chris DiMarco fought his way to a 74.

01:29:29 

The cut line at 5 over is the highest in 7 years.

01:29:33 

It takes with it 4 past champions and 10 players inside the top 50 in the World Golf Rankings.

01:29:40 

The course embraces the night with 79 players to compete on the weekend.  

[ Break ‑ 01:29:46 through 01:30:03 ]

01:30:08 

Saturday at the PLAYERS brings new life for the 79 men who have survived the brutal conditions of the first two rounds, among them Tiger Woods.

01:30:18 

The 12‑time major champion arrived at the TPC Sawgrass with the expectation of contending for his second players crystal.

01:30:26 

But the '01 champion needed a strong finish on Friday just to make the cut on the number at plus 4.

01:30:33 

Even so, Woods begins round 3 within 9 shots of Mickelson's lead, and at this point no one is ready to count him out.

01:30:44 

But the hot start that Tiger is counting on never materializes.

01:40:38 

Opening with three straight pars, Woods drops a shot at the short par 4 4th ... before seemingly righting the ship with a birdie at 5.

01:31:01 

Two holes later, a wayward tee shot, so often the culprit when the unflappable falters, halts all momentum.  A double‑bogey at 7 followed by another bogey at 8 effectively ends Tiger's chase.

01:31:21 

As Woods makes his early departure en route to some much‑desired privacy, the man at the top of the leaderboard ... is just arriving.

01:31:30 

CALL:  Lefty, who held the lead at the halfway point, tees off in about half an hour, still atop the leaderboard at 5 under.

01:31:40 

CALL:  Phil Mickelson the leader here for the first time at this point in the championship.  But if you look at his statistics, he's hit 11 fairways in the first couple of days, had 13 1‑putts yesterday.  You could apply the term smoke and mirrors to what Phil has done for the first couple of days.

01:31:57 

In 33 opportunities, Mickelson has yet to miss a putt of 10 feet or less, an extraordinary if unsustainable streak that has helped him overcome his rather ordinary ball striking.

01:32:08 

As he awaits his tee time Mickelson gets some 11th hour instruction from his new swing coach, Butch Harmon.

01:32:17 

Mickelson's 2‑day total of 139 equals the highest for a leader in the 25 years that the Stadium Course has hosted THE PLAYERS.  The firm, fast conditions a testament to the success of the PGA TOUR's dramatic overhaul of Pete Dye's masterpiece.

01:32:33 

But by Saturday afternoon with the early week winds now calm, some good scores were certain.

01:32:40 

Going out nearly two and a half hours before Mickelson, 29‑year‑old Englishman Luke Donald, a runner‑up here in 2005, burst out of the blocks with birdies on four of his first six holes.

01:32:54 

LUKE DONALD:  Conditions were a little bit easier today.  Obviously the wind has died down.  It's the same direction but just a little less of it.

01:33:00 

LUKE DONALD:  If you're hitting the ball well it's there for the taking.

01:33:03 

Spaniard Sergio Garcia, who like Donald began the day 7 shots behind Mickelson, puts on a charge of his own.

01:33:10 

SERGIO GARCIA:  I felt really good, uh, from the beginning.  I played nicely.  I mean, you know, I missed good birdie opportunities early on, uh, and then I got to grind a little bit, uh, towards the middle of the round.

01:33:23 

Seven birdies in a ten hole stretch send Garcia rocketing up the leaderboard, as his creative shot making evokes the exploits of his country's greatest champion.

01:33:35 

CALL:  Oh, that's masterful.  That is masterful, reminiscent of, uh, Seve Ballesteros.

01:33:41 

CALL:  Wow.  Even looked like Seve with that big, wide fade.

01:33:44 

CALL:  Yes, he did, and he knows how good it is, too.  Look at the smile.

01:3:48 

SERGIO GARCIA:  I really had ... a pretty simple 7 under par going.  I made a beautiful birdie on 16, I hit it really close on 17.

01:33:56 

CALL:  You got to make these kind of putts.

01:34:01 

CALL:  It's hard to believe.

01:34:03 

CALL:  That hurts.

01:34:04 

CALL:  Yeah.  Scratching his head a little bit.

01:34:11 

7 under and dead center in the fairway at 18, Garcia's red hot round comes to an abrupt end.

01:34:19 

CALL:  It's going left.

01:34:20 

CALL:  Uh‑oh, water.

01:34:20 

CALL:  Way left.

01:34:22 

CALL:  Oh, man!  All that room right, he takes a 6‑iron and just ... gouges it left.  That really hurts.

01:34:32 

SERGIO GARCIA:   You know, it's a shame, but, uh, at least ... I put a good round out there and, uh, gave myself, uh, a chance for tomorrow.  Tomorrow I'm going to have to shoot 2 shot better than ‑‑ than I would have if I would have made par on the last.

01:34:44 

Two groups behind Garcia, another young star continues his torrid pace at 16.

01:34:49 

CALL:  Luke Donald, 204 yards.

01:34:52 

CALL:  For his second shot, just a 5‑iron.

01:34:54 

CALL:  Green light pin, huh, Gary?

01:34:55 

CALL:  Yeah, it is.  Right in the front center of the green.  Oh, man, and he goes right at it.

01:35:02 

LUKE DONALD:  The pin positions were a little more accessible today, especially on the par 5s.  You could really, uh, challenge some of those pins, and I'm sure there will be a couple of eagles today.

01:35:11 

CALL:  Luke Donald now for the outright lead.  This from just over 33 feet.  It will come back right at the end.  Is it firm enough?

01:35:21 

CALL:  Man, right in the heart.

01:35:24 

CALL:  Luke Donald with a chance ... to post 6‑under in the clubhouse here.  This for the 64, which would eclipse the best round of the championship by 2 shots.

01:35:40 

CALL:  Oh, man, that was a good putt.  Just got it out about four inches.  Needed just one or two inches.

01:35:45 

CALL:  Still, he's gonna put in the books the round of the championship so far.  65 for Luke Donald.

01:35:52 

On the strength of his stellar round Donald vaults from a tie for 38th to the first page of the leaderboard as the Second Round leaders prepare to tee off, and Garcia's 67 moves him into contention as players continue to position themselves for Sunday's Final Round.

01:36:09 

CALL:  Ladies and gentlemen, this is our 2:35 pairing.  On the tee, from Rancho Santa Fe, California, Phil Mickelson!

01:36:22 
And Mickelson is acutely aware of the fireworks that have already transpired.

01:36:26 

Putting his recently harmon‑ized swing to the test, he makes a birdie at the 1st ... and gets off to the start he had hoped for.

01:36:38 

CALL:  And the man who had 13 1‑putts yesterday begins it the same way today with another one at the 1st.

01:36:46 

One group ahead, Peter Lonard jump starts his round.

01:36:54 

CALL:  And just like that Lonard is tied at 6‑under!

01:36:59 

CALL:  They go 33 years without a double eagle in THE PLAYERS and now we've had 2 in 2 days.

01:37:05 

PETER LONARD:   Double eagle is really nice.  You know, it's the only one I've ever had in 40 years, so it was a bit of a, uh, shock to the system.

01:37:12 

PETER LONARD:   Ever's sort of going, oohhhh.  And then of course when they jumped up‑and‑down I realized it was in the hole.

01:37:16 

Not to be out done, Mickelson birdies again, this time at the 4th.

01:37:21 

CALL:  Yes!  Mickelson to 7‑under par.

01:27:24 

CALL:  So Phil off to the fast start.  He's made three birdies in his first four.

01:37:29 

Playing with Lonard in the penultimate pairing, 34‑year‑old Sean O'Hair keeps pace with three consecutive front nine birdies.

01:37:44 

CALL:  This is looking good.  This is right at the flag stick.

01:37:49 

CALL:  Best shot we've seen all day.

01:37:53 

As the leaders begin their assault on the Stadium Course, 28‑year‑old rookie Jeff Quinney is trying to finish off his.

01:38:01 

CALL:  Quinney ... just continues to put his foot on the accelerator.

01:38:05 

The 2000 U.S. Amateur champion is quietly putting together the most significant round of his pro career with five birdies in his first twelve holes.

01:38:14 

JEFF QUINNEY:   Just one of those days you kind of got in the zone and, uh, just took advantage of every opportunity.  I don't know what my stats were but I think I hit a lot of fairways and a lot of greens, and it was one of those where I was pretty easy on myself.

01:38:25 

CALL:  Quinney acknowledging the ... round of applause from the gallery.  They know how well he's playing today.  Eight birdies, no bogeys.  He's taken the lead in this championship.

01:38:37 

CALL:  Jeff Quinney in his first PLAYERS ... shoots the round of the championship ... so far, 64, and he's in at 7‑under with that 8‑under round.

01:38:49 

CALL:  No rookie has ever won THE PLAYERS.  The 28 year old from Eugene, Oregon has a shot at it.

01:38:56 

With echos of the roaring crowds reverberating throughout the course, the ever‑changing leaderboard creeps into the thoughts of even the most ardent of competitors.

01:39:05 

Out in 33, Chris DiMarco makes every effort to keep the blinders on as he pushes toward the final stretch.

01:39:14 

CHRIS DiMARCO:  Well, you've just got to stay focused.  You really can't worry about what everybody else is doing.  The minute you start looking at the board, worrying about what everybody else is doing on this golf course, it's going to jump up and bite you.  My goal out there was to make some birdies and ‑‑ and something in the 60s, uhm, get me back in the tournament, and I was able to do that.

01:39:30 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It makes it tougher because you feel like you're pressing, you're trying to force birdies.  When a couple of putts didn't fall on 5 and 6 I felt myself press a little bit, and in the middle of the round just kind of stalled.

01:39:41 

For an 11‑hole span on Saturday Mickelson fails to make a single birdie, but the middle portion of his round is not without its spectacular moments.

01:39:50 

CALL:  Well, he has a window.

01:39:51 

CALL:  Oh‑ho‑ho.

01:39:52 

CALL:  He has got a gap.

01:39:54 

CALL:  Phil the Thrill, here we go.  Better not hit a bad one.

01:39:58 

CALL:  I think he might have pulled it off.

01:40:00 

CALL:  Didn't touch a thing.  Oh, except the very right side of the green.  How about that?

01:40:04 

CALL:  Ha‑ha‑ha‑ha.  What a shot!

01:40:07 

CALL:  Another chapter in Mickelson's daring life of golf.

01:40:11 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I didn't want to tell you about the gap I had.

01:40:12 

You know ... I didn't want that.

01:40:16 

Home in 2 at the par 5 16th, his drought finally ends.

01:40:20 

CALL:  A much‑needed birdie for Mickelson.  It's been a while.

01:40:25 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I hit it much better today, uh, and was able to be more aggressive into some ‑‑ some greens.  Unfortunately, I didn't get my irons as close as I wanted to, but I hit a lot of good shots.

01:40:37 

Meanwhile, O'Hair continues his climb up to the top of the board.  Two good shots put him in position for his sixth birdie of the day at 16, putting him 1 shot off the lead at 7‑under.

01:40:48 

CALL:  Just 24 years old, big moment for ... his career here.

01:40:56 

CALL:  Looks like a pretty good strike.  Needs to get down maybe.

01:41:01 

CALL:  Ha‑ha, I tell you what ... it's amazing.  His reaction initially, yeah, he's smiling.  He thought it was over.

01:41:09 

O'Hair heads to 18 looking for three straight birdies to end his stellar round, and this approach gives him the chance.

01:41:21 

CALL:  That's a good one.  That will roll back.

01:41:23 

CALL:  Sean O'Hair is looking for a birdie‑birdie‑birdie finish.

01:41:30 

CALL:  This is way outside the hole and a beauty!

01:41:32 

CALL:  And just gets it on the right side.  What a finish for O'Hair, 66.

01:41:41 

Now trailing O'Hair by 2 at the last, Mickelson needs a birdie to ensure a spot in Sunday's final pairing.

01:41:49 

CALL:  He says it's ... really kind of a ... disturbing look here.

01:41:52 

CALL:  See, that water's the first thing I see when I address the ball.

01:41:58 

CALL:  That was a high attempt.

01:42:00 

CALL:  This ball hooking down the left‑hand side.

01:42:03 

CALL:  And bending to the left.  It's gonna be dry, but just barely.  Oh, man.

01:42:12 

CALL:  He's due for a good iron shot.  He hasn't hit one for a while.

01:42:16 

CALL:  This one very high and, oh, just right of it.  Might ‑‑ just right of it.  What a shot.

01:42:20 

CALL:  Oh‑ho‑ho.  And looks like Mickelson is gonna be with O'Hair in that final group.

01:42:26 

CALL:  Best shot of the day right there that I've seen.  What a beauty.

01:42:30 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I was thinking if I could birdie, I could shoot in the 60s.  That would be a bit of a victory for me because I didn't get all out of the round that I wanted.

01:42:39 

CALL:  There he is, with a chance to win THE PLAYERS Championship for the first time on a very difficult golf course.

01:42:48 

With birdies on each of his last three holes, O'Hair assumes the top spot on the leaderboard, with world Number 3 Mickelson nipping at his heels just a shot behind.

01:42:59 

In all, 8 players are within 4 shots of O'Hair's lead as the sun sets on round 3 of the 2007 PLAYERS.

01:43:08 

NATS:  Where did you get this?

01:43:39 

NATS:  Par 2 on Lonard's double eagle shot.

01:43:12 

NATS:  So he threw it to you?  How cool is that?

01:43:15 

NATS:  Pretty cool.

01:43:15 

NATS:  Congratulations.

01:43:17 

CALL:  Sweet souvenir.

01:43:18 

CALL:  Oh, don't throw it away.

01:43:18 

CALL:  It's gonna go in the stands.

01:43:22 

SEAN O'HAIR:  I just wanted to hit a lot of greens in regulation and a lot of fairways.  Probably the first ten holes I, uh, I did that and then, uhm ... you know, from 11 on I hit a few ordinary shots and then managed to get them up‑and‑down.  Tomorrow's whole round is dedicated to my mom who passed away last July, so I'll be thinking about her a lot.  I thought about her a lot out there today, and tomorrow I know that I'll have somebody right on my back the whole day.

01:43:42 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I like playing in the last group.  I think it will be a ‑‑ a fun day.  Sean's a great, young, talented player, and he's going to do a lot of great things on Tour, and to have a chance to play in the last group with him will be a fun day tomorrow.

01:43:56 

SEAN O'HAIR:  He's a great player and, you know, he should probably play pretty good tomorrow.  It would be nice to feed off one another I think, and it should be a good time.  You know, he's a great guy.  You know, I obviously admire his game and ‑‑ but tomorrow I'm not, you know, going to be concerned about him.  I'm just going to be out there and, uh, worried about, you know, my business.  Just try and get myself in my own little world and just play golf and have fun.  
[ Break ‑  01:44:16 through 01:45:03 ]

01:45:12 

The Final Round of THE PLAYERS ... the quest for one of golf's most coveted titles, has reached its climactic day.

01:45:22 

A week that saw an unprecedented transformation and some of the most compelling action in the Championship's rich history has finally come to an end.

01:45:32 

But not before the 34th PLAYERS' champion is to be crowned.

01:45:39 

NATS:  Happy Mother's Day.

01:45:41 

NATS:  Thank you.

01:45:42 

Players Sunday not only will unveil the deserving champion but is set to honor mothers everywhere.

01:45:49 

With the tournament's move to May, PLAYERS Championship Sunday has fallen on Mother's Day for the first time, a fitting tribute to the matriarchs of today's PGA TOUR stars.

01:46:00 

Like the rest of the week, play would start early for Tiger Woods, but unlike the previous three rounds Tiger brings to the course his vaunted putter.

01:46:11 

A 67 and an even par finish may have been a footnote to the 2007 PLAYERS Championship, but Tiger served notice that good scores were available this Sunday.

01:46:25 

As the leaders were barely arriving to the course, some of the game's other stars were throwing their names on to the first page of the leaderboard.

01:46:34 

Stewart Cink starts the birdie barrage with a 2‑under front 9 theirs 34, and then continues on the back 9 with birdies at 10, 13, 16....

01:46:45 

And this improbable one at the difficult 18th.

01:46:50 

CALL:  Just the third today, and Cink ... with a 66.

01:46:55 

STEWART CINK:  It felt good to make one on the last hole there, and you never know what's going to happen, you know, at the end of this tournament.  And just to, uh, to sort of put a good number up on my record here at this tournament after all the years of bad record here, ha‑ha, feels pretty good.

01:47:08 

Jose Maria Olazabal, trying to fight back from an opening round 78, manages 7 birdies in his Final Round of 67, finishing at 8 under, and laments at his trying start in Thursday's winds.

01:47:22 

His countryman Garcia, playing nearly an hour ahead of the final group, birdies two of his first four holes.

01:47:28 

CALL:  Garcia off to the fast start.

01:47:31 

But then really caught fire on the back nine.  Four birdies in a row on holes 14 through 17 solidifies a high finish.

01:47:41 

CALL:  This looks pretty good.  This looks pretty good.  This looks really good!  Oh, man.

01:47:47 

He could only imagine what was to happen later to the leaders.

01:47:52 

SERGIO GARCIA:  I got on a very nice rhythm there, uh, on that stretch from 14 to 17 and ... you know, I was happy to, uh, to see that I was kind of climbing up the leaderboard and trying to put a little pressure on the leaders.  It's always great to ‑‑ to play well at the championship, at THE PLAYERS.  And I hold some of the things that I ... because I don't want to be really in that double‑bogey on 18 to me yesterday.

01:48:16 

For the final groups, regrets were few and far between this PLAYERS Championship week, but golf is a fickle sport.  For most of the third round leaders were wilting in the now warm North Florida sun.

01:48:28 

Luke Donald couldn't back up Saturday's terrific 65 with another gem as he struggles home to a 74.

01:48:38 

Chris DiMarco, hoping to win on Mother's Day in the memory of his late mother Norma, couldn't put anything together despite getting up‑and‑down from a seemingly impossible spot at 6.

01:48:49 

Rookie Jeff Quinney, who stunned the field with a sensational 64 on Saturday, bogeys two of his first five holes and never recovers.  The lone bright spot:   Hitting it close on the treacherous island green.

01:49:03 

And Peter Lonard, still basking in the glow of his double eagle at the 2nd in third round, wouldn't have the same luck today.

01:49:10 

CALL:  Oh, my word.

01:49:11 

A par was all he could manage, another 73.

01:49:16 

The stage was now set for a showdown between a star in the making and one of the most popular players in the game.

01:49:29 

CALL:  The tale of the tape between Phil Mickelson and Sean O'Hair just shows you the discrepancy between ... the respective careers.  30 wins to O'Hair's 1.  We'll see how Sean O'Hair handles it.

01:49:42 

The numbers appear stacked against O'Hair, and it seems it may be a route early as Mickelson drops this long birdie putt at the 1st.

01:49:50 

CALL:  It's enough, and Mickelson with a birdie start.

01:49:54 

But O'Hair steadies and saves par at the 1st and the battle has begun.

01:49:58 

CALL:  Well, O'Hair hanging in there.  That final pair just about has the rest of the field doubled up so to speak in relation to par.  So O'Hair and Mickelson kind of going at it toe to toe right now.

01:50:08 

After both birdie the par 5 2nd, Mickelson has a chance to take the lead at 5.

01:50:13 

CALL:  It starts left of the hole, but drawing back toward it.

01:50:16 

CALL:  I would say so, Rog.

01:50:18 

CALL:  He looks good right now.  He looks like a tough guy to beat.

01:50:22 

But his short birdie putt misses and he would have to bide his time to have the lead all to himself.

01:50:28 

And on the par 4 7th, he finally gets it.

01:50:32 

CALL:  Just like that.  Well, he's got the lead for the first time in a while.

01:50:39 

The birdie gave Mickelson a 1‑shot lead over O'Hair until the tricky par 5 9th where the budding star gets 1 back.

01:50:46 

CALL:  Third for O'Hair, Roger.

01:50:49 

CALL:  This from 101 yards.

01:50:52 

CALL:  Pretty well done.  Maybe O'Hair could roll one in, leave Mickelson a little something to think about.

01:51:01 

CALL:  And he drops it in!  O'Hair with his second birdie of the opening nine, and they are even ... as they make the turn.

01:51:09 

The saying in a tournament this big is that the pressure of the Final Round truly starts on the back nine on Sunday, and with an errant tee shot at the 10th O'Hair adds some as his back nine begins.

01:51:21 

CALL:  Sean said in the paper this morning, I know the pressure's going to be there and I hope I can deal with it.  Ha‑ha.

01:51:29 

Over the green in 2 at the par 4, O'Hair's awkward third shot misses the green and results in his first bogey of the day.

01:51:36 

CALL:  So the first hiccup for O'Hair.

01:51:39 

And then more pressure from Mickelson at 11.

01:51:42 

CALL:  Oh.

01:51:45 

CALL:  Another piece of artistry from Mickelson, who set himself up for the fourth birdie.

01:51:52 

A poor shot out of the bunker at 11 for O'Hair has him looking at a 2‑shot deficit going into the last seven holes.

01:52:01 

CALL:  Everything working for Mickelson right now.  The lead is 2.

01:52:08 

O'Hair continues to struggle with his confidence, missing good birdie chances at both the par 4 12th....

01:52:06 

 ... and then the par 4 15th.

01:52:21 

CALL:  Big opening for Phil Mickelson.

01:52:24 

Playing with his 2‑shot lead, Mickelson is putting on a ball striking lead, hitting 16 of 18 greens ...

01:52:33 

CALL:  Well, that's a well‑executed, well‑thought‑out shot.

01:52:37  

... keeping constant pressure on O'Hair throughout the round....

01:52:43 

The last three holes of Pete Dye's masterpiece may be the most famous finishing holes in all of golf.

01:52:48 

Treacherous, demanding, exciting ... the perfect recipe for unmatched successor unrelenting failure.

01:52:57 

Still only down by at the reachable par 5 16th, O'Hair goes for the green in 2.

01:53:09 

CALL:  I like what he did there, not going for it all.  No need yet.

01:53:14 

Both O'Hair and Mickelson putt up to within birdie range.  Mickelson's away.

01:53:24 

So O'Hair, now to get to within 1.

01:53:32 

CALL:  Big miss there.  Big miss.

01:53:35 

With another chance lost and the ever‑haunting island green just a short walk away, O'Hair now has to make an unforgiving decision, whether or not to go right after the pin at the famed 17th.

01:53:47 

CALL:  If you're Sean O'Hair ... you're down by 2 ... how aggressive do you get?

01:53:52 

CALL:  I don't know if you can breathe right now.

01:53:55 

Mickelson first on the tee.

01:54:03 

CALL:  All right.  Right to the center of the green.  That's where he's been trying to play it all four days.

01:54:09 

Now for O'Hair ... there seems to be no choice.

01:54:20 

CALL:  And he's taken it right at the hole.

01:54:24 

CALL:  Flew right over the green, into the water.

01:54:31 

CALL:  The worst part about it, that's all people are going to remember for quite a while when the name comes up Sean O'Hair.

01:54:36 

PHIL MICKELSON:  When he hit the shot, I think he was playing for a little bit of hurt, and halfway up you could see the wind just push it straight down and go long.  That was a very tricky wind to ‑‑ to judge, because he hit it right at the pin.  If the wind did what it felt like on the tee he would have been very close to the hole.  It would have been a whole different deal.

01:54:52 

SEAN O'HAIR:  I mean I hit a perfect shot.  I mean right when I came off the club I'm posing.  When the crowd ... screamed, I thought it was going to be a cheer and it was a groan, and that's when I knew.  So I was a little bit shocked and, uh, you know ... deflated.

01:55:09 

With all hopes of the championship now lost, O'Hair feels the pain this hole and this course can truly inflict.

01:55:19 

CALL:  A little left of the hole.  A big hop.

01:55:22 

CALL:  Whoa, whoa.

01:55:26 

CALL:  You just have to hope that this doesn't derail this young man's career.

01:55:31 

The quadruple bogey 7 knocks O'Hair back to 6‑under, and all but officially crowns Mickelson THE PLAYERS' champion.

01:55:40 

All he has to do now is find dry land at TPC Sawgrass's daunting final hole.

01:55:51 

CALL:  It's cutting.  This should be good.  Very good.

01:55:55 

CALL:  That's confidence.

01:56:05 

CALL:  This ball's going left.  I can't believe this.

01:56:08 

CALL:  Oh.  Is it going to stay?  Barely.

01:56:13 

The final walk up a tribute to a golfer in the midst of changes in his game and a tournament in a rebirth of sorts of its own on.

01:56:27 

CALL:  Phil Mickelson finally has his ... PLAYERS Championship!

01:56:37 

CALL:  Only player, Mickelson, without ... a round over par this week.

01:56:43 

CALL:  And there's Butch Harmon.  He's a happy guy right now as well.

01:56:47 

CALL:  His new man Mickelson in the winner's circle, and it didn't take long.  Let's go down to Roger Maltbie.

01:56:54 

ROGER MALTBIE:  Sean, you hung in there so well all day.  And, you know, you had a little putt at 16 to ‑‑ to narrow the gap.  Can you tell us what happened at 17?  Can you take us through the hole?

01:57:04 

SEAN O'HAIR:  Yeah, you know, uhm, missed, uh, putt on 16.  I hit a great putt and just, uh, thought it was going to go right and didn't ‑‑ it didn't move.  And, uh ... I'm not playing for second, so, uhm, you know, I just was trying ‑‑ I was 2 behind with 2 to play, so I've got to get aggressive on that.  If I make the putt on 16, then I play for the middle of the green on 17, probably took my par.  I hit a great shot, I mean hit it right on my line.  I guess just the adrenaline was pumping and ‑‑ and just hit it too good.  It wasn't like I pushed it or anything like that.  You know, obviously it didn't work out for me.

01:57:35 

ROGER MALTBIE:  Well, thank you for handling this with your grace and, uh, for your time.

01:57:37 

SEAN O'HAIR:  Thanks, Roger.

01:57:38 

With his heartbreaking finish, Sean O'Hair falls to 11th.  Mickelson's victory is his 31st of his career and 2nd of the season, but more importantly it is a validation of all the work that he's put into revamping his game for tournaments just like THE PLAYERS Championship.

01:57:56 

Sergio Garcia's 66 nets him solo second, followed by Stewart Cink and Jose ha Rhea Olazabal.

01:58:10 

The caliber that I'm handing this to, we all know this your 31st win, 3 majors, your first PLAYERS Championship.

01:58:21 

It's an honor for me to be able to give this to Phil as THE PLAYERS champion this year.

01:58:25 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Thank you.

01:58:28 

Well done.

01:58:28 

PHIL MICKELSON:  This is the first tournament that I have won without my wife and kids here, and it just saddens me.  They had to be home and it's very difficult to not share with them tonight, but I'll get home to them soon, and I'm very excited to spend it with them.

01:58:42 

PHIL MICKELSON:  And the last thing I want to say to the commissioner is I love the changes.

01:58:58 

Thank you so much.

01:59:05 

PHIL MICKELSON:  As I look back on my career, what ‑‑ after I stop playing, I think I'll look back on this tournament and victory in the same light as the majors.

01:59:12 

The 2007 PLAYERS Championship was all about change, and for champion Phil Mickelson that came in the form of a retool swing.

01:59:20 

But the more things do change, the more they stay the same ...

01:59:24  

... for both THE PLAYERS Championship and its champion continue the tradition of excellence that truly stands the test of time.

01:59:32 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Thanks, guys.

01:59:34 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Thanks.  Thanks again. 
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