WEB.COM TOUR - THE BAHAMAS GREAT ABACO CLASSIC

00:00:32:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  2019 rolling along in the Bahamas on the Web.com Tour.  Second straight week in the Caribbean.  Opening round coverage of the Bahamas Great Abaco Classic at the Abaco Club on Winding Bay.  Steve Burkowski with you, alongside my partner, the Player's Champ Craig Perks.  We go to some early highlights.  Ben Taylor here at 11.
00:00:52:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Straight downwind, coming off a 20th-place finish last week.  And this is an absolute beauty.  Challenging conditions today, Steve.
00:01:00:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now at the 8th, Harry Higgs trying to deal with those difficult conditions.
00:01:04:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, this would be for four straight birdies, his 7th birdie on the round.  The scoring average right now, 76.2.  That is remarkable for Harry.
00:01:14:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Dealing with the superstorm effect that is impacting the entire country.  The winds between 20 and 30 miles per hour.  Keeping our fingers crossed as that rain and possibility of thunderstorms will hold off.  On a day like this, Craig, if you can shoot par or better, you're certainly well ahead of the field.
00:01:31:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  I'm gonna say, actually, if you can get under that scoring average, if you shoot about 74, or lower, that is really well done.  Just sort of hold your ground and wait for the storm to pass, and find some better conditions in later rounds.
00:01:44:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 17th, now.  Ben Taylor has this for par.  Remember, his tee shot went through the green.
00:01:55:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, good putt there.  Ben from England.  He certainly has grown up playing in some windy conditions.
00:02:05:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Take a look at where we are, Craig.  2019, third straight year, back-to-back events in the Bahamas.  We enjoyed a wonderful week.  Sandals Emerald Bay, and then you made the journey.  I think you were co-pilot as we--

00:02:17:19

CRAIG PERKS:  I did.
00:02:17:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  --flew up here.
00:02:18:18

CRAIG PERKS:  326 kilometers from the Exumas up to Abaco.  That is 202 miles, Burko, of just complete paradise.
00:02:35:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Zach Wright will be hitting his second here at 11. [club swing]
00:02:42:25

TRIPP ISENHOUR:  This angle he's playing from here, Steve, across the green, needs to grab.  And it did nicely.  It really drops off quickly over there to that left side of the green that angle.  He's shooting straight towards that.
00:02:54:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up to 12, second for McCoy.

00:02:57:19

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  This beautiful [word] green.  82 yards for Lee.  Maybe try to skip it up on that lower level.  And that's really good to get it on the top level here.  Well flown.
00:03:07:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah. The [word] is a huge swale in the middle.  So the high points are in the front and the back, with the low point in the middle of the green.
00:03:18:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Back at the 11th, now, a tough shot for McCumber.
00:03:35:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, that was a good shot, there, coming downwind, ball below his feet, out of the rough.  He didn't have much to work with.  Gave himself a chance for par.
00:03:44:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Robbie Shelton at 12, his second.
00:03:46:03

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Awkward angle.  A large part of the slope between he and the flag.  Only about 40 yards, though. [club swing] Got to nip this just right.  And that's not bad at all from there.
00:03:58:18

CRAIG PERKS:  I think if you're confident with your driver, he hit that driver 350, just get it down there as far as you can.  There are some avenues in these--for these fairways.  Then it's really just a--a fif--as Gary said, a 50-yard pitch.
00:04:12:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We'll keep it here at 12 for Dougherty.
00:04:14:16

GARY CHRISTIAN:  A slight better angle. [club swing] Unless--oh, that's got to sit.  That one's got to sit.  It's all about the angles today, isn't it?  As Phil said earlier on, the combination of slope and wind.
00:04:31:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And keep in mind, this is just the first event of the season for Kevin Dougherty.
00:04:35:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  A little closer look at the Abaco Club on Winding Bay.  A little over 7100 yards.  Donald Steele, it was--actually, his inspiration was--was the Donald Ross.  You see Paspalum throughout.  A different brand in the fairways and the greens.  The course record, Vince Covello, a 64.  And there's--you see at the bottom, there, the first authentic Scottish-style tropical links golf course in the Caribbean.  And it certainly creates a wide range of shots.  Thoroughly tests, certainly, all aspects of the short game because of the severity of the green complexes.
00:05:14:24

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now at the 11th, McCumber for par.
00:05:49:08

GOLFER:  Nice play.
00:05:50:23

TYLER MCCUMBER:  Thanks.

00:05:55:08

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 13th now.  Wade Binfield's second. [club swing] Wind down here at the 13th, as well.  11th and 13th, very long par-4s normally.  Playing so much shorter today.  And that just stays on the right level there, where he'll have a chance for birdie.
00:06:13:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Over at 12, Zach Wright, long birdie putt.
00:06:20:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Up the slope, there.  Oh, fantastic putt. [clapping] A man that played his collegiate golf at LSU.  Go, Tigers.
00:06:30:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A fan favorite of yours? [chuckle] Five straight Top 10s a year to go, to kick things off in Canada.  Third on the Order of Merit.
00:06:40:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And to the 16th, second shot for Byron Meth.
00:06:46:05

CRAIG PERKS:  Back left hole location, right back into the wind.  With the prevailing wind on this hole, it's downwind.  You can drive it 30, 40 yards short of the green.  But long iron into about five feet.  Excellent shot, there.
00:07:02:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 14, this for birdie for Wade Binfield.
00:07:06:08

CRAIG PERKS:  This would be his fourth birdie for the last seven holes.
00:07:09:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And in on a sponsor's exemption this week.  So far, making the most of it.  Missed the opportunity there.
00:07:14:16

CRAIG PERKS:  The par-4s are so difficult.  Eight of the ten of them played over par last year in much more benign conditions.  But you have to take advantage of the par-5s.
00:07:24:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up to 16, we saw Byron Meth hit a wonderful approach shot to this point.  This is for birdie.  And we saw it on the tee earlier, you'll see it on the greens, too, players just backing off, trying to get comfortable.  Sometimes these gusts of winds just can throw you out of sorts.  How do you try to stay focused and just commit to what you're doing?
00:07:48:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  I--I think you have to prepare for it.  And maybe widen the stance a little bit more, bend from the waist.  These guys knew that this weather was in the forecast, this wind.
00:07:59:26

PHIL BLACKMAR:  13, and Lee Hodges for birdie.  And the wind has been out of the south-southwest all morning.  The front will pass, it's supposed to shift to the west, then around to the north.  Good putt there for Lee Hodges. [clapping] Then it's supposed to start swinging northeast, then east.  And by Wednesday, it's supposed to be back out of the southeast.  And it's supposed to blow reasonably hard all week.
00:08:20:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Third for McCoy at 13.
00:08:22:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Awkward stance.  But just got to dump it on that downslope. [club swing] Very doable here.  Not bad.  Oh, that really checked, didn't it?  Downwind, that was a very impressive bit of spin.
00:08:35:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 15th now, and Binfield's third, short of the green.  And downbreeze.
00:08:44:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, that's as good as you can do.  It goes in the hole at a nice speed.  It didn't even bruise the flagstick that he left in.
00:09:15:05

KEVIN DOUGHERTY:  Coming down on the biggest palm tree left of it?
00:09:17:00

CADDIE:  Yes.
00:09:16:18

KEVIN DOUGHERTY:  Okay.
00:09:20:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Dougherty now, his second.
00:09:22:24

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, Kevin traditionally, likes to play a little draw.
00:09:24:21

KEVIN DOUGHERTY:  Give me 30.
00:09:28:10

GARY CHRISTIAN:  So he has that ability just to hold it into the wind a little bit.  Of course, that does bring coming up short into play. [club swing]
00:09:43:24

KEVIN DOUGHERTY:  Kind of like that?
00:09:49:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Oh, beautiful shot.  Judged it wonderfully.  About three or four feet for birdie.
00:09:56:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now we head back to the 15th, a couple of players here laid up.
00:10:03:12

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, the good news with this flag is that it's flat in front of the--in front of the flag.  So there's no worry about spinning it 10 yards off the green.  61 yards left.
00:10:22:29

GARY CHRISTIAN:  It would be good for momentum, wouldn't it, Phil, if you hit a loose shot and his straight for a par from here.
00:10:31:17

GOLFER:  70 flag?
00:10:31:17

CADDIE:  Yep.  Focus on that number.
00:10:34:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well, the wind direction, Gary, is--is helping.  It was downwind earlier.  As you mentioned, it would have been hard to stop it from this distance on the front of the green.  Left-to-right now, maybe not so much. [club swing]
00:10:52:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Good shot.  Spin catches that and brings it back towards the hole.  He's got a good chance for par.
00:10:57:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now at 16, Wade Binfield going for birdie.
00:11:01:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  Down the slope there.  Back to the right late.
00:11:09:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He'll take it.
00:11:10:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Mm-hmm.
00:11:10:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Write down a 4.  Quickly move to the 17th.  In on a sponsor's exemption.  A huge week for Wade.
00:11:18:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, no question.  He was, uh, 112th on the Money List last year.  118th in Q-School.  So he is conditional.
00:11:31:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Meth, birdie 18.  Oh, my goodness.  You might have heard as Byron Meth was putting there at 18, the horn sounded.
00:11:50:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  And you could--with the two little sharp beeps of the horn, they can leave--you can finish the hole you're playing.  Not a dangerous situation.  So that's why you see Byron putt out, which is probably smart, get the round completed.
00:12:03:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  1:24, local time, the horn has sounded.  We knew the superstorm was gonna play a role here on Sunday.  It's from Canada all the way down here to the Caribbean.  Snow, ice, rain, thunder.  Take cover.  Wade Binfield leads by one. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:12:28:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We're in the northern Bahamas, about 180 miles east of south Florida.  Abaco Club Winding Bay situated on 453 acres.  Some fun in the sun.  Look at the beach.  Look at the water.  And when you're down here, life is better in the flip-flops.  Why wouldn't you go cruising around in the sand?  So much to do.  And you also want to play a little golf here, why not?  How about some links-style golf here in the tropics?  Donald Steele, Tom McKenzie designing this golf course, opening back in 2004.  71--7100 yards and change.  Par 72.  And picture-perfect Monday.  The wind down just a little bit compared to what we saw in the opening round.
00:13:13:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Matt Atkins short of the green at the par-5 14th, his third.
00:13:18:17

GARY CHRISTIAN:  That's a soft-looking shot there.  It looks really good.
00:13:20:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh.  How about that?
00:13:21:12

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Oh, ho.  How about that?
00:13:23:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Shot an even par on the first round.  But out in 41, 5 over.  So cut currently at 2 under.  And that'll get him back, with that eagle, to 4 over.  So he'll make a couple of more birdies coming in.
00:13:37:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Cody Blick now, let's see if he can make another birdie.
00:13:41:03

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, drove it in the penalty area.  And to walk out of here with a birdie is--is pretty remarkable.
00:13:45:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We documented the story last week of the final round 63.  Last month at Q-School, after he found out his clubs had been stolen overnight, nine birdies, lo, and behold, gets out here on the Web.com Tour, making the most of it.
00:14:02:05

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 15th now, and Adkins for birdie.
00:14:05:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  All right.  Thought he had missed his tee shot a little bit.  Got a good break.  Pulled his second, got a good break.  Took advantage of those two good breaks and made a birdie.  Eagle-birdie on 14 and 15.
00:14:17:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up to 18.  Just off the back part of the green.  Paul Imondi, this for eagle.
00:14:27:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, why wouldn't you?  You said it's playing a half stroke under par, 18.  Great opportunity.  Downwind par-5 finisher.  A couple of 69's for Paul first two days here.  Going to throw him right in the mix heading into Tuesday's third round.

00:14:48:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Higgs for birdie at 12.
00:15:26:06

GOLFER:  I mean, that ball wasn't anywhere in the hole until it was in the hole.

00:15:42:18

CRAIG PERKS:  A rookie on the Web.com Tour last year.  64th on the Money List.  Certainly looking to do much better than that.
00:15:48:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  12.  Ricco Hoey for a birdie.  Struggles on day one for the man that was miked up week one for us in Exuma.

00:15:56:09

CRAIG PERKS:  41st last week, for the second-year player on the Web.com Tour.  23 years old.

00:16:03:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up at 18.  Stewart Appleby.  This for birdie.
00:16:08:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Just making the turn.  Currently right on the cut line and--well, that'll help.

00:16:17:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A multiple PGA Tour winner.  Had a lot of success at Kapalua.

00:16:21:21

CRAIG PERKS:  The game has--the game has turned him gray.  It'll do that, Steve.

00:16:25:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Stewart's not the only one that goes a little gray playing this game.

00:16:30:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  And back at the 17th.  Just going with the putter here.  Probably good move.  Up and over the ridge.  It'll get pretty quick once it catches that slope, right there.  Good job.  One thing that's changed a lot these years with, uh, advances in agronomy, particularly around the greens, the conditions are so good that you can putt from places where you would not have previously.

00:17:02:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now, back to the 14th.  Last week's champ, Marty Dough.  This his third. [club swing]
00:17:07:19

CRAIG PERKS:  And what a performance that was.  22 tomorrow.  So he's already got an early birthday present.  And that's an excellent shot.  I actually talked to him on the range before he teed off today, and I commended him.  You know, he bogeyed at 10, 11, and 15.  Things were unraveling.  And to birdie the final three holes, that was remarkable.  And he said, "I appreciate that."  It meant--meant a great deal that he can finish that way in style.

00:17:33:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  16.  Smotherman for birdie.
00:17:39:09

MALE:  There we go.  There we go.
00:17:42:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Not the first couple of days he had hoped for.

00:17:53:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We're winding down our second-round coverage.  A couple of 65's, Craig.  Just how good were the rounds by Erik Compton and Tyler McCumber?
00:18:01:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, they are exceptional.  Obviously, they're now leading the golf tournament.  But you think the scoring average today has actually gone up a little bit, 72.5.  So those guys in great position going into the final two rounds.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:18:23:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Picture-perfect Tuesday afternoon in paradise.  The winds up yet again.  Third-round coverage of the Web.com Tour in the Bahamas.  Third straight year kicking off their season with back-to-back events in the Caribbean.  So glad you could be with us.  Steve Burkowski alongside my partner, the Player's Champ, Craig Perks.  Erik Compton an early statement at the first.

00:18:41:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, no question.  Began today with that one-shot lead.  That 1st is the easiest hole on the golf course, par 5.  That's precisely how you want to start.

00:18:50:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Brett Stegmaier began this third round five shots off the lead.
00:18:53:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, these are some severe complexes.  There is no possible way--oh, yes, you can.  That is incredible.  Birdies at 1 and 4 for Brett Stegmaier.

00:19:04:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He finished tied for 9th a week ago, continuing his good play.  And then a short while ago, Compton for birdie at 4.

00:19:10:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  A magnificent iron shot into this par-3 that's 203 yards. So great start for Erik.

00:19:18:22

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Exactly what you would hope for.  Birdies on two of the first four holes for Compton.  McCumber, bogey/birdie start in the first few holes.  Erik a 3-shot lead, as the 39-year-old hoping to make a return trip to the PGA Tour.
00:19:37:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Joining Craig and me, Phil Blackmar calling the action.  Gary Christian on the course, as we head out to 5.

00:19:43:28

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  A good 100-footer here.  And I think with a good birdie putt, it will be a good one.  That's not going to be bad.
00:19:53:04

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The wind is still blowing.  And it catches the slope.  It's very exposed there at the 5th.  And it continues to get better.
00:19:59:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  The 9th, Vince Cavello has this for birdie.  And it--this is like stealing to make birdie at the 9th if he can knock this one in.
00:20:09:17

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Well done.  Playing back into the wind there at the 9th.  Tough hole location.  That is one heck of a front nine.

00:20:18:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Willy Wilcox having another good week.  Played well here last year.  Played well last week. [club swing] Got to 8 under par.
00:20:28:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Why do you think he does well in the Bahamas with this wind, Phil?

00:20:32:03

PHIL BLACKMAR:  I think it just gets him using his instincts and just playing the game a little bit more.
00:20:37:02

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Erik Compton, a little bit of work here at the 6th for his par.

00:20:40:16

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Just spend a little bit more time on these short putts.  You can't let your focus slip for a second out here, can you?
00:20:51:05

CRAIG PERKS:  It's so tough to hit putts solidly when the wind's whipping 25 mile an hour.  Widen out the stance.  A little more bend.  Try and stabilize yourself.
00:21:06:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Well, you said you had better take advantage of those first five or six holes, playing downwind.  Erik Compton has done just that, extending his lead to 4.

00:21:16:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Cameron Percy at the 8th.  This to get to 9 under and solo 2nd.

00:21:19:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Got it off to a great start.  Birdies at 1, 2, 5.  And now the 8th for the Australian, 44 years old.

00:21:36:18

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Good putt there for Willy.  He went back and looked at his tapes when--from--when he was 15 years old and just got back to his old swing, his old game.
00:21:45:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, a par putt for Compton.  And this is not an easy putt.

00:21:48:11

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Hard to block that out.  But you have to when you hit this putt. You got to choose your line and try to block it out, and put a good roll on it.

00:22:02:12

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Boy, what a couple of nice putts here at the 7th for McCumber and for our leader, Erik Compton.
00:22:11:16

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up at 10.  Scheffler for birdie.

00:22:13:27

CRAIG PERKS:  And a difficult par-3, playing downwind and coming off that triple bogey.  That's a nice little 2.

00:22:20:28

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 8, see if Erik Compton can save his par.

00:22:23:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  And we saw him make a very similar putt in the previous hole.  Not too much break to this one.
00:22:42:19

DARREN CLARK:  A bit of a mystery there.  It looked like a pretty good stroke.  The course superintendent, uh, here, uh, a guy called [indistinct], him and Greg Sherwood are the guys that are in charge of making the changes to the golf course.  And we're always trying to evolve and make it a little bit better.  But I think with the greens being Paspalum, now and again, the--we call it that they tend to snake a little bit.  That--that they move, a lot of Paspalum greens.  But Matt's done an unbelievable job with these greens to get them as pure as they are.  If you--if you make a--a pretty pure stroke, and you get on your line, these balls are the--the ball's going in the hole.  He's done an amazing job on these greens.

00:23:14:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Darren, you talk about the evolution of this golf course.  How has it changed from when you first set foot on property?

00:23:19:10

DARREN CLARK:  Whenever I first came here back in 2005, Lee Westwood and I used to go out and play here.  And all this beautiful sand, and wisteria, and stuff, that wasn't there.  It was just bush.  So you played the golf course.  It was windy.  You missed the fairway, it was just a reload.  Um, it was so difficult.  Um, and especially with the pair of us, when we got together and, um, sort of enjoyed ourselves is a little bit too much of work and playing a tight golf course like that was--was pretty tough.

00:23:46:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 12.  Scheffler, a great approach.  Proper level for an unlikely birdie.

00:23:52:03

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Great approach.  It was magnificent.  And that's just the third birdie.

00:23:59:05

GARY CHRISTIAN:  You almost--on a day like this, you're going to just tend--your tendency is to take it a little bit longer.

00:24:05:24

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  You heard Darren Clark say this is almost like a par-5.  Just a lone birdie made by Jamie Arnold earlier today here in the third round.

00:24:17:09

MALE:  Great up and down.  Good save.

00:24:19:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back at 16.  Vincent Whaley, the 23-year-old Georgia Tech grad.  This for birdie to get within a few.
00:24:27:24

CRAIG PERKS:  This would his sixth birdie of the day.  In the front edge and he's 3 under.  And he's--well, he's picked up nearly 35 spots on the Leaderboard.  Had a heck of a round of golf today.

00:24:39:22

GARY CHRISTIAN:  138 yards.  Just a little 7-iron. [club swing] Taking it under the wind a little bit.  That's a nice, aggressive swing on a great line.
00:24:50:17

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, my goodness.
00:24:52:14

PHIL BLACKMAR:  13th now.  Hopfinger for birdie.  The flagstick in now.  He's downwind.  I've got to think it's better to leave the flagstick in downwind than into the wind.  A little more room in that hole.
00:25:08:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh.  I would agree with that, Phil.
00:25:09:22

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Almost got a test, there.
00:25:13:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We'll go back to the final group on the green at 12.  McCumber for birdie to get within 2.

00:25:19:26

GARY CHRISTIAN:  What's been very impressive, Steve, ever since the--the wobble on 5 and 7, he's hit some really, really quality shots.  Hasn't necessarily been rewarded for them.  But they've been, uh, good, aggressive swings at relatively aggressive targets.  It would be nice now, finally, with opportunity to make a--hopefully, a simple birdie.

00:25:36:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, through 36 holes, he talked about things that he's been working on with Rick Smith, feel great.  He's got a really good mindset.  And he's taken what the course has given him.  And he's grading himself on how he's overcome adversity.  I think he's done a pretty good job with all of those things, Gary.

00:25:51:12

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yes, he has.  Plus he's got three wins in the bank in recent memory.  That helps.
00:26:00:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And he's got a birdie at 12.  Back to 7 under.  Now two shots behind Compton.  And when we had him miked up in that opening round, he chuckled, saying, "It's going to be a grind.  Let's just roll up our sleeves and fight through it."  There has been no finger-pointing or complaining.
00:26:14:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Only the fourth birdie of the day at the 12th.

00:26:16:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Compton, in with his par, remains 9 under.  Things getting a little more congested.
00:26:25:00

PHIL BLACKMAR:  17.  Whaley pitching the ball high in the air from just off the front of the green with a good result.  That is an interesting choice of shots.

00:26:36:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  McCumber's third at 14. [club swing]
00:26:39:28

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Full wedge on the previous hole.  Opportunity to get one back here.  69 yards.  Very nice.
00:26:47:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Handling adversity extremely well.  That's how he's grading himself this week.

00:26:52:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Vincent Whaley, par-5 finisher.  His third.

00:26:55:20

CRAIG PERKS:  Just be careful here, because it's downwind.  He hit a fancy little pitch on the 17th hole.  And that one's a beauty, as well.  But you see just a little at the end, the wind took it, uh, at least three or four feet further than he wanted.
00:27:11:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Great look here.  Willy Wilcox, second at the short par-4 16th.

00:27:17:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Downwind, back right hole location. [club swing] Just bring it in low.  Some check on it.  Yep.  Well done.

00:27:26:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So three good looks at birdie upcoming there.  And for those just tuning in, the scoring average today about 76.  So you're going to see shot 15 or 20 feet away, and we're going to say, those are well-played.  Great shots.

00:27:37:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now Oda for birdie.

00:27:40:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  It'll come off a ridge there.  Look where he's aiming.  Right in there it's going to come off that, be a little quick.  Needs to slow down.  It might go in.  Oh, what a putt.  What a putt.  Nice birdie there for Oda.  And that pulls him to 7 under, within two of the lead.

00:27:59:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  So the door open for players like Willy Wilcox.  This for birdie, and the lead outright at 9 under.

00:28:09:05

CRAIG PERKS:  And a little bit of a cutthroat.  He talked about it being wanky.  But that one was dead center the whole way.

00:28:15:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wilcox leads at 9 under.  McCumber has this for birdie to get one closer.

00:28:21:03

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  Not too much to this one.
00:28:36:08

GOLFER:  Good putt.

00:28:36:27

CRAIG PERKS:  A little two-shot swing there, playing in the final group, alongside Erik Compton.

00:28:45:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Compton now for bogey, Gary.

00:28:47:26

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, you say a two-shot sort of swing.  Two shot on the minimum.  Still a little bit of work left here, isn't there?  Well, and it's certainly up for grabs.

00:29:00:27

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Craig, how do you sett--settle yourself at a point like this--39-year-old tour veteran?
00:29:08:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, I think you've got to take some deep breaths here.  And it wreaked a little havoc on you.  I think you just take some deep breaths and stand up there and just try and hit a good, solid putt.  Get all the negativity out of your mind.

00:29:33:26

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Up to 16.  44-year-old Cameron Percy, his second shot.  Hanging in there, though.  Seasoned veteran.
00:29:42:16

CRAIG PERKS:  4 under through nine.  Bogeyed 5, uh, the 9th, the 10th, doubled the 11th.  And beautiful shot here at 16.  He's 1 under for the day.
00:29:55:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Compton now for birdie and the outright lead.
00:30:22:06

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, he's been confused all day long on the greens.  He's putted three of them off the green.  That was great judgement of speed there, coming up the slope and back into the wind slightly.
00:30:34:06

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  We've seen a lot of players from down there leave it two, three, four feet short.

00:30:37:11

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.

00:30:41:22

CRAIG PERKS:  I think he'd be proud of the way he played this final hole.  Great tee shot.  Fancy little bunker shot here, and survived the day.

00:30:54:04

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Key word there, survival.  The ball-striking, as you alluded to, pretty solid for much of the day.  Befuddled, like many, on the greens.  But as he started this day with a 1-shot lead, he'll head into the final round still with a share of it, as he looks to win on the Web.com Tour for a second time.

00:31:10:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  I think he's be disappointed.  Remember, he had a 4-shot lead sort of in the middle of the front nine, and let things get away a little bit.
00:31:18:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  McCumber now for his par.

00:31:22:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Straight downwind.  Very quick.
00:31:33:15

CRAIG PERKS:  And we talked about it earlier, Phil Blackmar, and I, with the green speed Stimping out at about 10, you would think into the wind, they were probably 8, downwind, maybe above 12.  So there was a four-foot difference between putting into the wind and straight down.

00:31:48:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  76 for McCumber, which is just about right on the field average for the day.  Still on the first page of that Leaderboard.  Three shots off the lead, as he looks to win on the Web.com Tour for the first time after winning three times in Canada last summer.
00:32:06:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Now, Ratliff.  Learning experience for the 25-year-old.  Standout at Arizona State, was the first team All-America selection with John Rahm.  He'll put this in the bank of knowledge, as Darren Clark said, that little black book of learning experiences.  What do you take away from a day like this?  You look at that Leaderboard.  What do you ta--take away when you see eight to three all have a chance?

00:32:35:24

CRAIG PERKS:  And I see John Oda there.  A brilliant round of golf.  Was in contention last week.  I think he may be the most dangerous man on that first page.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:32:52:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Sun out on this Wednesday afternoon.  The winds once again whipping around the Abaco Club on Winding Bay.  It's certainly going to pose a big challenge here in the final round of the Bahamas Great Abaco Classic.  Willy Wilcox, a three-shot lead over Erik Compton and Vincent Whaley.  Wilcox, Compton, and John Oda all began this final round tied at 8 under par.  All three going in very different directions.
00:33:39:26

CRAIG PERKS:  One more penalty.  And this is sort of a penalty area that if you do move your ball, or loose pebble, something like that, that's okay if looking for the ball, even if you step on it.  But I think their three minutes are basically up.  I would imagine, Gary.

00:33:55:09

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah, it's very, very close.  And it's interesting that Will Wilcox is an incredibly quick player.  He's just sort of pacing around like a caged animal wanting to get his putt going.  The last thing he wants is to hang around this long.
00:34:10:05

CRAIG PERKS:  And Erik already 2 over on the day.  And now looking at making a 8, 9, potentially even a 10.  Very unnerving.  It'll send a jolt to the system.

00:34:21:29

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Willy Wilcox with the 3-shot lead.  He'll have a long par putt upcoming here at the 8th.  While Compton will be playing his 8th shot now.  And as you said, likely to give back three, four, five shots, and really put himself out of the mix, barring something, uh, unforeseen.

00:34:49:18

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, I think we're all back together now.  Wilcox will go first for his par.  A good 40 feet here.  Up the slope, into the wind.  Surprising how hard you're going to have to hit this one.

00:35:05:01

CRAIG PERKS:  There is the ridge that runs right here.  And to Gary's point, everything back here.  And check out the flagstick there.  So, it will be a very slow putt.

00:35:22:06

CRAIG PERKS:  A lot of the new rules coming into effect here.  Putting with the flagstick in.  It's now allowed.  And good effort.

00:35:29:14

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It's going to be a good 6, considering the tee shot.  Wilcox to drop just a single shot back to 8 under par through eight holes, where he started this final round, alongside Compton and Oda.  And again, everyone's been going in different directions.  You have to just try to navigate for four or five hours.

00:35:48:23

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Over to the 12th now, and Campos. [club swing]
00:35:53:27

CRAIG PERKS:  Right back into the wind there.  Uh, this is the Barritz hole.  Hole location in the low area.  And another sensational iron shot.  We saw the brilliant one at the 10th.  Got a chance to get to 6 under and within one of the Willy Wilcox's lead.

00:36:11:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to 14.  Willy Wilcox getting ready for his 3rd.
00:36:20:00

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Really nice there.

00:36:21:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Magnificent shot there, Gary, indeed.
00:36:24:23

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Great lead, as well, right below the hole.

00:36:28:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Keep it right here with Wilcox.
00:36:32:00

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, he's got to respond, doesn't he?  He needs to get something good going here.
00:36:36:16

CRAIG PERKS:  Test the nerves.  See where it is right now.
00:36:42:26

GARY CHRISTIAN:  There's that slope.  Not bad at all.

00:36:45:10

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Two good ones, Craig.

00:36:46:23

CRAIG PERKS:  Oh, no question about it.

00:36:47:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Really good ones.

00:36:50:09

CRAIG PERKS:  They were fancy.  Brought them in low.  Checked it.  Used the--the slope in the green.
00:36:58:15

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wilcox, Oda, birdie putts upcoming at 14, trying to catch Campos, who is 6 under, leads by one, a hole ahead.

00:37:09:21

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Tough to judge.  Putting back into the wind, downhill.  Got the speed pretty good.  That's a good putt from there.

00:37:22:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Wilcox for birdie and a share.

00:37:24:21

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Tricky one, a little left-to-righter.

00:37:33:05

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A good 4 there by Willy Wilcox, getting him back to 6 under par.  Two now tied with that 6-under mark, sharing the lead.
00:37:43:27

PHIL BLACKMAR:  First look at the 17th, as the most exposed hole on the golf course.  186 today, coming down the hill.  The wind is from the right.  Waves crashing to the right. [club swing] Hole cut right on the front of the green.  Stegmaier currently in a tie for 10th place.  Oh, look at this.  What a bounce off the right-hand side.  Beautiful shot.
00:38:10:28

PHIL BLACKMAR:  To the 15th now.  Campos will be first to go.
00:38:17:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Craig, there is a lot on the line here.  Campos last year got off to a really good start.  Finished 2nd and 3rd early on his the first few weeks of the season, and then struggled the rest of the way, and didn't get it done.  A win here would go a long ways towards securing one of those regular-season PGA Tour Cards.

00:38:34:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  I think last year was an anomaly.  Eight guys who won did not graduate.  But you'd think 75 to 80 percent of the guys who graduate, you'd think, we're at the third year in the Bahamas.  If you go back to winners in 2017 and 2018, both in Exuma and Abaco, they graduated.  So it is so important to a good start in the year.  It really sets you up in the Points List.  It gives you confidence.  Trying to get that precious PGA Tour Card.

00:39:06:19

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Is it enough?  It is. [clapping] Rafael Campos, with a big putt coming down the hill, takes the lead.  It moves him 7 under par.
00:39:21:09

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  To the green at 16.  Brad Hopfinger, Paul Imondi, Tyler McCumber, all inside the Top 5, and maybe the outside opportunity if they could post 5, maybe 6-under, and sit and wait and see if it might be enough.

00:39:38:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  You would think with the 18th hole, the par-5, it has played as one of the easiest holes on the golf course.  But playing as the 4th toughest today, nearly half a shot over par.  So very difficult closing stretch.  Have to find a way to make a couple of birdies for Paul.

00:40:05:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  34-year-old from California making just his seventh career start on the Web.com Tour.
00:40:10:28

CRAIG PERKS:  And I love what Phil has said.  He's played in China, Canada, Latino America in the last six years, trying to find a home.  And he's had really just his first full season on this tour.  The wind will affect this putt from left to right.  And there is some slope in that direction, as well.  Throw it out there and try and die it in.

00:40:33:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  This to get within one.
00:40:45:26

CRAIG PERKS:  Heck of an effort.
00:40:48:09

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Now, Wilcox for par.

00:40:50:10

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, and a very similar putt than the last.  It's a good test for his nerves.
00:41:08:10

PHIL BLACKMAR:  So a bogey for Wilcox.  And Campos' lead now is two shots, here in the closing holes of the final round.
00:41:18:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Back to 16.  This a par putt for Vincent Whaley.
00:41:24:01

CRAIG PERKS:  Stay still and hit it firmly, now.  Tough to do right in the wind.  Beautiful putt.
00:41:28:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Oh, yeah.

00:41:29:23

CRAIG PERKS:  You see the reaction?
00:41:30:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  5 under, two back.  Second career start on the Web.com Tour.

00:41:35:06

CRAIG PERKS:  That's impressive.

00:41:38:12

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  To the green at 16.  Campos, 7 under, two-shot lead.  This to save par.

00:41:45:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Going to test the mettle.
00:42:00:13

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  A gorgeous putt.
00:42:04:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  What a back nine for Campos.  Birdies at 10, 12, 15.  7 under, two holes to go, and perhaps on the verge of picking up his first win out here on the Web.com Tour. [music]
[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
00:42:26:25

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Whaley, the 2018 Rookie of the Year on the All-Pro Tour.

00:42:31:28

CRAIG PERKS:  And--and Rafael here, remember, he hit a--uh, he's hit some great wedges on the back nine.  But he hit a really poor wedge shot on 16.  You've got to remember the good ones and put the bad ones out of your mind.
00:42:43:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  At least a very nice angle from here.

00:42:48:09

CRAIG PERKS:  Take it beyond the flag, and try and spin it back into the wind, and--[cheers and clapping]
00:42:59:02

CRAIG PERKS:  Very good play.  Took all the trouble short out of play, and go to putt nearly back up into the wind.

00:43:09:08

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Strategically playing the last.

00:43:12:11

CRAIG PERKS:  And four years on the Latino America from 2012 to 2015.  This is his fourth year on the Web.com Tour.  Has not won in that time frame on those periods.  So unfamiliar territory right now for the man from Puerta Rico.

00:43:27:23

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He's had a couple of starts on the PGA Tour in Puerto Rico, in Houston, where he has performed extremely well.  But this would be the breakthrough.

00:43:36:07

CRAIG PERKS:  Absolutely.

00:43:42:07

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  And you go back to those mini-tours, 2015 playing the PGA Tour Latino America.  He was down to a couple thousand dollars in his bank account.  And he called his father and said, "If I don't play well this week, I got to come home.  I'm out of money."  He finishes second.  He's like, "I've got more money."  Then a couple more Top-5 finishes.  So he could go back to that event in October of 2015 in Chile as the breaking point at that part of his career, where when you know you've got no more money, no sponsors, no one else to help you up.  And he was up to the challenge.

00:44:13:16

CRAIG PERKS:  So many stories like that.  I--I ran into that my 1999 on the Web.com Tour.  Phil, you were like that, down to head some sponsors, and finished second in an event.

00:44:24:02

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Had one week left.

00:44:25:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.

00:44:25:15

PHIL BLACKMAR:  Running out of money.

00:44:26:12

CRAIG PERKS:  Get your back up against the wall.

00:44:29:18

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  How do you describe what that's like, when you know there is no tomorrow?

00:44:33:29

PHIL BLACKMAR:  You know, sometimes it--it's a blessing, in some ways, because you can get too technical, too mechanical.  You have too many other influences.  And it--it narrows your focus into what's important.  You just deal with trying to shoot the best score you can shoot, and you forget about all the other fluff and stuff.

00:44:49:04

CRAIG PERKS:  Yeah.  I think you--you--you get to a point, "Well, this is the time I have to do it.  Otherwise, I'm going to have to do something else."  You love the game so much.  You love to compete.  You don't want ever that to be the option.
00:45:02:19

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Whaley short left, 6 under, trails by one.  Needs to make 4.

00:45:09:05

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Well, with this shot, a very small area to hit it in.  Can maybe just take it beyond, and just spin it back down towards the hole.
00:45:31:25

CRAIG PERKS:  Fancy.  That was a beautiful shot, right there.  See it only release?  So tough to spin it at all with it straight downwind.

00:45:42:11

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Vincent Whaley will have that for birdie.  That would get him in at 7 under par.  It might not be enough.  Because Campos can role his in and get to 8, and close the door on everybody.  Compton and Wilcox behind them, struggling here in this final round.  John Oda's 4 under par.  So he'd have to make a double eagle at the last, which is unlikely, but still possible.  So Campos has the chance with this putt to seal the deal and win here at the Abaco Club.

00:46:10:11

CRAIG PERKS:  And the tendency with a pitch shot like this, so much adrenalin pumping through your arms and your hands.  You give it that little extra at the end, just to make sure you get it to the flag.

00:46:20:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Third member of this group, 44-year-old Cameron Percy, this for par.

00:46:28:10

CRAIG PERKS:  Australian 44-year-old certainly got off to a start.  You went and birdied the first two holes.  But has been 7 over par since.  And struggles continue.

00:46:40:20

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He'll finish up to set the stage for Campos and Whaley.
00:47:05:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  A shake of the head, a common refrain for many out here this Wednesday afternoon.  Birdie putts for Whaley.  But first, Campos.  And if he makes it, Gary, he's a winner on the Web.com Tour.

00:47:25:02

GARY CHRISTIAN:  Yeah.  20 feet away from a very, very impressive win.  Take all doubt out.
00:47:38:03

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  He made the turn, he was four shots off the lead.  What a back nine it would be for the 30-year-old.
00:48:08:20

CRAIG PERKS:  A lot of these players have been fooled trying to move it from right to left with the wind.  Because as exposed as this green is, they think it's just going to take off uncontrollably.  But it hasn't.
00:48:28:08

CRAIG PERKS:  Down--downhill, breaking from right to left, and then the wind to his right.  And--

00:48:42:17

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Whaley now for birdie to tie Campos.
00:48:49:18

CRAIG PERKS:  Much the same angle.  And the game.  It's just these four.  All these players have been fooled but stayed out to the right. [clapping] Heck of a round of golf today, though, for the young man.

00:49:05:01

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Great week for the Georgia Tech Yellow Jacket.  He'll fall one short, even par here on Wednesday, final round, 6 under.  Campos cleaning up for his par. [cheers and clapping] What a back nine for Rafael Campos.  Bogey-free on that inward nine.  Three birdies.  He is in at 7 under par.  John Oda in the fairway off the tee at 18, 4 under.  Still could hole out for a double-eagle two to force a playoff.  But Campos has to love his chances.

00:49:37:19

CRAIG PERKS:  Well, absolutely.  The scoring average on the back nine thir--right at 38.  And he shot 33, and a round of 70 today when the scoring average is getting close to 75. [cheers and clapping]
00:49:53:20

CRAIG PERKS:  All those experiences playing Latino America four years, out here for the last three.
00:50:00:13

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  Last man that can impact this outcome, Oda has to hole out for a 2.  If not, Campos is your winner.
00:50:07:14

CRAIG PERKS:  I'm not sure he can get all the way there.  293.  Catch a downslope, get a good break.  Really, just trying to make a birdie, and get into a tie for 3rd.

And with that, 30-year-old Rafael Campos, 2 under in the final round, he is the winner of the 2019 Bahamas Great Abaco Classic.  You think that means anything to him?

00:50:35:00

CRAIG PERKS:  This tour does not disappoint.  It changes lives every single week.  And it's certainly done it for the 30-year-old.
00:50:43:21

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  His home country, Puerto Rico, ravaged by the hurricane 18 months ago, the journey to get to this point, Craig.  Down to his last couple of thousand dollars.  And as you said, back against the wall, he did it four years ago.  He did it today.

00:50:59:28

CRAIG PERKS:  Incredible round of golf.  33 on that back nine.  That's five better than the scoring average.  He is a deserving champion.

00:51:07:00

STEVE BURKOWSKI:  It's what this tour is about.  As you said, it never disappoints.  So many paths, so many different journeys for these players to get to the Winner's Circle.  Celebrating with his friends.  It means absolutely everything to the 30-year-old Rafael Campos, a winner on the Web.com Tour. [music]
00:52:08:02

End of Recording
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